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and that killing Kennedy had been a milstake. (IBID; see

LAMLp*

(’éfl 0./4.\/(

also Thomas' 12/10 report.) The cablé said that Elena's

story would be checked witﬁ] us%%%%gﬁjthe pro-

duction from the[buban surveillance operation.}and other

sources." (IBID.) Scott wrote, next to the routing
indications on the cable, "Please ask Charles Thomas
if”he'll “follow~up". Get questions from Anne G. Please
-f*1etfé discuss. Thanks." ' Y lvaerm et
After the December lO'memorandum/conversations, ¢/9c4
Wd} h"\«{
Winston Scott (Chlef/Statlon) and Nathan Ferris (Legal
/DM‘—'GJ‘
Attache) called C. Thomas for a meetlng. They asked him
to get a more detailed replay‘of Ms. Garro's story. At
thiS*meeting'Winston Scott made it clear that the FBI
had full responsibility for any further investigation in

the Oswald case. (State Dept: letter from Charles Thomas

to William P. Rogers, July 25, 1969, JFK Doc. # )

Thomas met with Elena &gain on December 25, 1965.

The same date he wrote a memorandum of conversation which

‘ =
i~
GJ}wgvprOVlded a much more detalled andféfnnﬁmf:}estatement of
0\‘- ) s T

UQ Ms. Garro's alleg _encounter with Lee Harvey Oswald and
v
p” ws}subsequent developments. (CIA Nos. 580-583; WX-7241, Entry

vﬁ"{)y #427, p. 92, CIA #719)

}p oA Elena admitted that she had spoken to two men at
¥ g2
»JN . the Embassy " (presumably from the Legal Attache's Office).

!;Vq She said that she did not tell them the whole story

A
dﬂﬂvfi because "the Embassy officers did not give much credence
y ~
/V\) *’(’} hluw g av Foorr RS G PO Acih ol gt A / Clenalf fw%
v , .
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4
' to anything she and Elenita said" (Ibid.)
She stated that the party had been at Ruben Duran's

Cos fino

home. She was unclear about the date of the party. It
was a few days before the Soviet-Astzenaut, Gagarin,

)
Q}‘ / visited Mexico; she thought that this woﬁld put the party

é around September 2 or 3, 1963. She believed that the party

| was on a Monday or Tuesday bécause it was an odd night for
a pérty.A The memo noted fhét September 1 and 2 were
indeed a Monday and Tuesday. Elena could not check her
calender to refresh her memory at the time of the interview

| / because the calender was in a desk that had been stored
away .

During the conversation, Elena described Oswald

R and his companions. The mah who she thought was Oswald
wore a black sweater. She said he was quiet "and stared a
lot at the floor." One of his companions "was very tall
and slender and had long blond hair which hung across his
forehead. He had a gaunt face and a rather long protruding
chin." The other companion was also tall, with short,
light brown haif and no really distinguishing characteristics.

/The three Americans did not dance or mix with the other
~guests. Elena saw the same three men on the street the
next day. (IBID.)
Elena was certain that Eusebio Azcue, Horacio Duran,
Silvia Duran, Lydia Duran,‘Deba Guerrero, General Clark

Flores and his mistress, a doctor from Dalinde Hospital,
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a young American couple who were honeymooning in Mexico,
and several other people were at the party. She said
that Ricardo éuerra, whom she claims converted Horatio
Duran to Communism, and his wife, Rosario Castellanos,
at o -
were supposed to be at the party but did not D“ ..

W foex :
IBID. &+ Y VA A
( )cl(-\q 5""—%“- H\“\— ©” ﬁ-‘v" &

S Y e
___—rThe red-haired man a;;zgizzép Carballido were not ~_ .«

at the party that Oswald attended but at another party /'Vw‘?w".h“J

wheré Carballido and Azcue got into a heated argument

about - President Kennedy. "“They came to the conclusion

that the only solution was to kill him." (IBID.) Elena

was not clear on whether this party was before or after

the party where she metkOswald.

Elena¢séid that Carballido "is a known Castro UD:f(

177t

agent in Mexico." After the assassination he spent a year Lo
[l =N

in Cuba. He then got a job teaching at Rutgers University | /Lu >

through Dr. Jose Vasquez Amaral. frfe b 3c4 ~

N ‘/,/477 The incident at the Cuban Embassy, where Elena and

%?130/ her daughter shouted "assassinsf, etc., at the Embassy /[&ﬁiv‘
qwtxrus employees, occured on November 23rd at or about 3:00

@H/, pP.m. Elena and Elenita were driven to the Cuban Embassy

:%;QL) by Elena's brother who was embarrassed by their behavior. |

Lﬁr This occured béfore they had seen photographs of Oswald.

fjf” Later that day they were visited by Manuel Calv1llo
4t£°§é’who told them that they were in serious danger from the }

X |

Communists. and that he would take them to a small hotel, i
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N where they would be,éafe, for a few days. Elena said

also a friend ef:ﬁgg:ggzgégggg:hqé:?ﬁggggg‘Dlaz EEEEZ:fE;/ te PUY

Calivillo also told Elena and her daughter that Silvia

. Duran had been arriifed Duran's arrest was not public y
IREA ™ 23, l i 9
wt < '
at—the—tine . — N ’
information UL, ‘l"""“’ W/‘“‘"‘ “ s Ao,

\}yﬁ_ﬂ/// Elena could not remember the name of the hote]z_wsg~
p%A she took Thomas to the section of Mexico City where she
* f v
¥ A thought it was. They found the hotel. It was the Vermont

4ﬁﬁ} " Hotel, Calle Vermont 29. Elena said that she assumed

¥
fﬁk that Calvillo had registered them as relatives or friends.
They stayed at the hotel until the following Friday, Nov.

30, 1963 hardly leaving their rooms. — fennr CLe

. La‘J‘f e Chimn 1<l t v Glows pTlaree Cim . = PRy
shJ Vdmﬂ*———:‘ While they were at the hotel they saw the photos ’
ﬁ’”;'l — Aot g
of Oswald and realized that he had been the man at Ruben .
- . AI h“y

Duran's party. When Calvillo visited them at the hotel 3L4d17

) . R . U O ma
Elena told him that she wanted to report it to the AQ )
lqwc—J‘v /T/(,L(/J,A.

American Embassy/ Calvillo dissuaded her by stating Auo.S

i v

that the Amerlcan Embassy was full of Communists. When A [},%L
& Elena returned to her home, guards were posted outside.
%)d} After she returned home/Elena saw her sister, \\\
i (eithip sl ey /‘1‘6’”"‘7 Ot \
Deba Guerrera, #=Ha had also come to the same conclusion

A .
W £ independentty‘uf—Ele . Deba was’"terrifie ‘:% proximately

6—(&..4 A
& ot \«» Wﬁﬁ_ﬁ?fu — !
sl S . P < T
P . e

ek ot josea
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two months after the assassination two "communists I
Mmjﬁ toor St aid y

o

v’

i1

-Zisieed Deba and threatemed her never to reveal that o
she had been to a party with Oswald. Deba, consequently,
would not accompany Elena to the American Embassy to tell

her story.

:£3 \ ~ Elena said that a few days after the assassination
“ . i
jﬁ;&ﬁﬁ_ Emilio Carballido took the Duran's to Jalapa, Veracruz and
{ Awt
OJV 4 "kept them out of the way until the initial shock of the
‘/-l

LY :/
assassination wore off." — &:1 Hiwu L e va?

Elena also said that shortly after the assassination

/

.C'MMAA /

an American named June Cobb spent several days in her
house. Ms. Cobb had been sent to Elena by a mutual friend,

Eunice Odio. Eunice Odio was a Costa Rican who had been

,-Ammqm_f\

Vasquez Amaral's mistress when Amaral was w1th the Rockefeller
\\

e ——

Foundation. fﬁfzggg"§;j~éébb and Ms Odio were roommates.
While Ms. Cobb was at Elena's house she expressed a’; interest
in the: Kennedy assassinati ebgﬁéot drunk one “riigh

/;;E—;;Ig~igfﬂggggﬂ;;;f;nt1re story. Ms; Cobgh;anted them

to go to the American authorities. Claiming to be a CIA

R T A e O

agent, Cobb advised against going to the American Embassy
She suggestedbthat Elena and Deba go to Texas to tell the;:\\\/, S
story. When her suggestion was rejected, Cobb said that &/ﬂ7'
she would arrange a meeting with the CIA Station Chief.

The meeting did not occur because Ms. Cobb was asked to

,«#{’



EJL First Draft
B ' Page 16

leave the Garro houeeé'evidently because she kicked
Elena's cat. ‘ | /elﬂ 61”“, ﬁ/ﬂg vegr R &> Sy
Ruben Duran visited Elenthe end of ﬁl,;ma,é .
anuary, 1964. He was worried that Oswald's visit to - ’
his home might be discovered and that he might lose
his Mexican citizenship. Ruben told Elena that it had
qF)L9 , been Silvia who had gotten him involved with Oswald.
Rubeq added that he was not really a communist and
4 ar,7had opposed the assa531natlon.
Elena said that she had told her story to Noe
kp}, ._~1 Palomares of the Gobernacion about six months after the

ny » 'assaSSLnatlon. He advised agalnst.901ng to the American

*fnf ~ ~ Embassy and told her that if she did anything at all
........ AF;;P she should merely write an anonymous letter.
Elena stated that it was "common knowledge"
—\\\ that Silvia had been Oswald's mistress. When asked who

could verify the allegatlon she could only remember one

person who had told her this. That person was Victor

Rico Galan, a "pro-Castro journalist."

VJ wﬂ”/ she "understood“ that Oswald had been in Mexico more
ép than once. (IBID.) A
On the first page of Thomas' December 25 1965
memorandum of conversation Winston Scott wrote "Shouldn't
we send to Headquarters?" Someone responded "Of course.

(IBID.)
;
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Charles Thomas wrote Ju 25, 1969 that "he got
no reaction from Nathan Fer¥is and Winston Scott" regarding

hlS memorandum of December 25, 1965Q (State Department:

»*"  Letter from Charles Thomas to William Rogers, Secretary of

State, July 25, 1969). Thomas wrote that Deputy Chief

N T (Stma T )
‘657<:f/“of _Mission, CTlarence Boonstra (State _Dept.) who(&aﬁiang

U

wa¢1Jﬂ“ that Oswald had not been in Mexico on the date given for
W
}}LD ~. the party. Boonstra also stated that the—tmformeat hadLJ

chan ed her story. Thomas further wrote that even when 49‘:

........ < oy
the whole affair. (IBID. P. 2) ‘The Legat's Office in s
. R (%
Mexico that Thomas' office had been advised ‘
g |
wui’ by memoranda dated December 27, 1965 and February 23, 1966 \C flcosk o

chaége of Affairs at the time of the John F. Kennedy

-bassas51nat10n and subsequent Oswald investigation told him

Q(U\&

24
he relterated that Elena had not changed her story but LA

that rather she had now given a more accurate account, /4/

‘Boonstra stated that the date was‘wrong and dismissed /ﬁd“f)w)%

that since Elena Garro's allegations had previously been
investigated without substantiation, no further action

was being taken eoncerning‘her'recent~repetition of those
allegations. The Legat's Office concluded that either the
Counselor for Political Affairs did not route the memoranda

IR NFURPRS /ucwv_y
to Charles Thomas or that he did not recall them. (FBI

Report, 9/30/69, Pp. 3-4, JFK Document No. )

(il ARV =
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Charles Thomas wrote Fuly=25-=3969 that "he got
no reaction from Nathan Ferris and Wipéton Scott" regarding

his memorandum of December 25,.1965. (State Department:

Letter from Charles Thomas to William Rogers, Secretary of
;/—;s 24 O wlandd o _;I-cﬁ'(l that

State, July 25, 1969). Thenas=weotc—that Deputy Chief

of Mission, Clarence Boonstra (State Dept.) who was zﬁ'

Q..cf’

<§%&Ege of Affairs at the time of the John F. Kennedy

assassination and subsequent Oswald investigation told him

that Oswald had not been in Mexico on the date given for

{rur{’(—(, {"lfl l‘\l *Lh'f é\ﬁf\‘v -
the party. Boonstra also—stated—theat the—informant had

changed her story. Thomas fussher QEoﬁg that even when
he‘reiterated that Elena had not changed her story but
that rather she héd now given a more accurate account,
Boonstra stated that the date was wrong and dismissed
the whole affair. (IBID P- 2§<E§he Legat's Office in

A heras Yetter 455crted
Mexico Clty repl?ﬁd that Thomas' office had been advised
by memoranda dated December 27, 1965 and February 23, 1966
that since Elena Garro's allegations had previously been
investigated without substantiation, no further action
was being taken‘concerning her recent repetition of those
allegations. The Legat's Office concluded that either the
Counselor for Political Affairs did not route the memoranda

eyl

to Charles Thomas or that Thomas did not recall them. (FBI

Report, 9/30/69, pp. 3-4, JFK Document No. )
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~
///'LJL‘,k
Subsequent to December 25, 1965, Thomag, rote in
e

the Dec. 25, 1965 memo that Elena had fougd/her calendar

and had reconstructed the date of the pé;ty as late
/(U‘ September not early September. When Thomas went to.
\)ﬁ)i Ferris' office and informed hlm, Ferrls replied that
Elena had given the late Septembe: date when she had
pryQ originally reported herjséery at the American Embassy..
i/?lmkp However, Mr. Ferris exﬁiained that someone who had been
Hfﬂ . at the party had séeted that there were no Americans

K0 / D;‘ﬁ fL‘v

)O there. Mr. Ferfis did not reveal that Ario Alejandro

- > Lavagnini St 1us Ferris had provided this: 1nformatlon

Af) ' Mr Féi; suggested that it was not necessary for Thomas
N to pq;éézsthe»matter since he considered the Oswald case
. cleged and had heard all the rumors before. (IBID.)
The Legal Attache, Mr. Ferris wrote in his September

—
,/////”§a/hemorandum~-that he did not tell Mr. Thomas that someone

PRURDY ST S SV S

&QAV”W else who was at the party had stated that there were—no g
) e e~h g Ao it P e Y CR N
.4r‘d LJ‘Amerlcangifﬂeré“\JFBI Report, 9/30/69, . 4 JFK No. )
Ry chere.
30 Mr. Ferris also wrote that he had told Thomas that it
o .
rﬁvﬁ would not be necessary for him to pursue the matter any
/{p'\S NCZ &
™ further since Elena's story had been heaxrd-before, investigated
r . .)&\‘1 H(. bt ‘!f —f’i“"‘ 1\( +‘ /j decf -‘( /
eAp) without belng substantlated and~wae—eonsrde%ed-a—cioseﬁ“‘ ‘
~ (,,/{n-\l &Y WY Cualldarta ¢ . A =i S o
yf #@(IBID )
fl'
f\71 . That there had been no Americans at the party puzzled
\\b ) , (‘p( Ao W L)u €« L f:.e_w/cﬁu PN +L "7‘9"‘7’<
A
X X v} 5 ‘, e-‘A f/ (P‘WL @y /@\/)J N.J/‘T/( /:—:("/L‘..J tar v da

e s e

AT VL LT
g‘- /(/J\éu‘lé&_. iy VW IQA‘"A’C‘“" o PP Ll d oo u?.(“‘,/ 0w A"W
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The Legal Attache, Mr. Ferris.wse%e=é&JkiSES€p%ember
' -Cal"ft\f( .
30 memoramdum--that he did not tell Mr. Thomas that someone
else who was at the party had stated that there were no

Americans there. (FBI Report, 9/30/69, p. 4 JFK No. )

Mr. Ferris also wrote thaﬁ he had told Thomas that it.

would not be'neaeséary for him to pursue the matter any

further since Elena's story had been heard before?éid investigated
without being substantiated. -He wrote that he told Thomas that
Elena's story was considered a closed issue not that the Oswald

case was closed. (IBID.)

That there had been no Americans at the party puzzled
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Thomas. ~ He had assumed that Elena could have
clearly been mistaken about the identity of the Americans
she saw. there, but never doubted that she had seen some

Amerlcans.—-Thomas wrote that he had never dlscussed the

,)LJ‘ - sy

tﬁ} Oswald case w1tths. Guerrero de Galvan but that her

S

XS asid grown son had told¥h1m\\hat he was conv1nced that his

R
/ mother had seen Lee Harvey Oswald ”"(State Department-

- ™~
Letter from Charles Thomas to William Rogers, Secretary
/

: 3f~5tate, July 25, 1969). &ugggijﬂiifj;j
) On December 27, 1965 the Legal Attache a

emo to the Ambassador regarding Elena. (Memo to the

Ambassador from the Legal Attache, 12/27/65, CIA $#578;
WX-7241 Entry #429, p. 94, CIA #721.) [This is one of

°9the memos the Legal Attache refers to in the Sept. 30, 1969

/77 memé] It reported that Elena and her daughter were inter-

0/ viewed on 17 and 24 November 1964. Theu%Zho said that

_ FJ»S’ they furnished information similar to that in Thomas'

fodan s Febed
12/10/65 memo. The Hegat memo gees—ea—te~sayr"Inqulrles

conducted at that time, (November '64) however, failed to
substantiate the allegations made by Mrs. Garro de Paz and
her' daughter. 1In view of the fact that Mrs. Garro de Paz'
allegat%ons have been previously checked out without
substantiation, no further action is being taken concerning
her recent repetition of those allegations." (IBID.)

™ pd,
in Scott wret£~a notel to Anne Goodpasture(gg his
Ona Aooiilt Aually on¥e o pote o

AN L O
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memo. The note says, "Can we send in a report to
Headquarters 'dismissing' our cable?" Goodpasture
responded, “done." (IBID.{

The cable being dismissed is Mexi 5621 (2ge~above)
The next entry in Oswald's Mexican file is a cable

written by Ann Goodpasture (Memo from Mexico City to

the Director, 12/29/65, (Mexi 5741, CIA $575; WX-7241 Entry
#430, p. 94, CIA #721. Thé—eab&e—reportgrkhe Legat .

interview and the failureé\ to substantiate Elena's stor¥;£;

The cable promises to keep Headquarters advised if any

further information is developed. (IBID.)

C;n-the*filé &0/5/64 memo is attached to

//Uﬂ\/f‘ this cable. WX-7241 &txplains this byp=gesing, in a

PVJ marginal comment, "This document by ’was not in

%;Pﬂ (Oswald's file), but was copied.from (a project file)
and attached to Mexi 5741, 29 Dec. 65." (IBID.)
i7#//j£ note éiﬁﬁéﬁgﬁ to this cable by[Allen White]stated
“I don't know what FBI did in Nov 64, but the Garro's
have been talking about this for a long time and she is
said to be extreﬁely bright." Ann Goodpasture wrote that
the FBI had found Elena's allegations unsubstantiated but
that "we will try to confirm or refute Mrs. Garro de Paz's
information and follow up." Win Scott wrote, "She is also
\2, 'nuts'." (IBID; CIA #574)
%’0 ‘\\ On 1/9/66 Cha esxThomas wrote another memo about
fykﬂf{ a conversation with na. (Memo of Conversation, 1/9/66,
yVV fo mwﬂ.
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CIA #573; WX-7241, Entry #451, p. 95, CIA #722.) This

memo reported théE“Elena said that Victor Rico Galan had

told her that Eusebig Azcue was "one of the most powerful
\\::.x i ’
men in Cuba." Elena said that Azcue yéé a Spanish Cuban
e

who had fought in the Séégish Cig;l/War and, by his own

admission, had served at thég(fime as a French intelligence

agent. // H\
The above mentigﬁéd memo 1 .attached to a State \
Department Memo (Memé #A-727 to ;§§

/

thment of State from \

Amembassy, Mex1c0/ '1/22/66, CIA No. 572; WX-7241 Entry

#451, p. 95, SIA #722/) This memo repo
7 :
Rico Galan is a Spanish born Mexican journalist who has

s that Victor

been onej“of the most prolific and ardent apologists for
Castro'é Cuba in Mexico.;
On February 3, 1966 Anne Goodpasture sent Thomas'
memo to the Cuban section with an attached note asking
them to check whether Elena was "seen creating such a
disturbance as they claimed in front of the Cuban
Embassy." (Note from Ann Goodpasture to "Cubans"
2/3/66, CIA No. 579; WX-7241 Entry 428, p. %4, CIA #721.)
One Cuban section officer responded, "No bells
ring with me." Another one wrote "Me neither." The
third officer wrote "No pictures éither." (IBID;) There

agents in the Ciban |
s Pt .»;

B KD S oyt T SRS e

is no indication that[th@ p‘l@@E@tiGli
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'”wiéwere queried about this. (IBID.)] ‘That there are

able-since Elena claimed that the

efént happened: 1.) on a Saturday at 3:00 p.m. when
w’ !vthe Cuban Embassy was not normally photographically
C@ % surveilled; and 2.) the "disturbance" occured inside the
Cuban compound. HSCA Examination of the CIA Cuban Embassy
£§~ % photograéhic surveillance showed no surveillance on 11/23/63.
1 (Classified Summary of Staff Review of CIA Documents,
| undated, P. 3, CIA #763;i1
On 2/23/66 the Legal Attache wrote a memo to the
Ambassador regarding the Garros allegations. (Memo from
Legat to Ambassador, 2/23/66, CIA‘#571; WX-7241 Entry #455,

p. 95, CIA #722;) This memo reports that "extensive investi-

gation" failed to disclose that Oswald had traveled to
Mexico prior to September 26, 1963 and that no information
had developed that would show that he had not been in

New Orleans in the early part of that month. The memo
reﬁgézgé that no further action was being taken by the

FBI because her allegations had not been substantiated.
(IBID.) A marginal comment by this entry in WX-7241 says,
"How can it be ascertained that Oswald did not travel

to Mexico prior to early Sept. 63?2 Therevmust be some

basis for Elena's reporting." (IBID; referenced to

Thomas'® 12/25/65 memo.)



EJL First Draft
Page 23 : )
“ Dp“”wwo
Lot

Fﬁk On 7/13/66 Charles Thomas wrote another memOI/' 4 P ”

-

(Memorandum of Conversation by Charles Thomas, 7/13/66, 11?‘

CIA #565; wWx-7241, Entry 460, p. 96, CIA #723.) -
T v
Cj//ﬂgzgggh;;a received an invitation to visit Cuba _ bo“i(

from Ambassador Joaquin Hernandez Armas. She gave ijk‘/
Thomas two letters to support the claim. She said the iNV‘f
letters had been delivered to her home by a driver from 'fbr/ﬁ'

the Cuban Embassy. The envelopes gave her address as
Vermont 38. Because of her stay at the Hotel Vermont
she saw the letters as a threat and was frightened.

~— - Thomas—-also-—reported that Elen:

ad recently run

into Lydta-Dur ] id that Lydia was now very

poofiahd—- M~“ffff””f‘ he Difusion Cultural at the
B S _____'._.b\;-—-- e e e
topological Museume—{IBID-)—0 .

On 10/13/66 the Legal Attache wrote a memo to

the CIA/COS reporting that a reliable confidential

informant had reported that the records of the Hotel Vermont
disclosed that "Elena Paz, housewife from San Luis Potési"
had registered at the Hotel Vermont on November 23, 1963.
She left on November 30, 1963. The memo said that "the
above individualugay or may not be identical with Elena
Garro de Paz." (Memo from Legat to Winston Scott,‘lO/l3/66,
CIA No. 564; WX-7241, Entry #466, p. 98, CIA #725; Thomas'

7/13/66 mémo.)

3
A 2
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ﬁr.}pi Charles Thomas' 12/25/65 memo said, "She (Elena)

/Vldv and her daughter did not personally register at the hotel.
v
[I:ArA She thinks Calvillo reglstered them as relatives or friends

f
mﬂj; ’of his from San Luis Postosi." (Memo of Conversation by

/ﬁj:y’ { Charles Thomas, 12/25/65: p. 3, CIA #582.)

¢ﬁ/ ) The entry for the 10/13/66 Legat memo in WX-7241

ji;/y g bore the notation “Thls is what Elena claimed and no one
\

would believe her." ' (WX-7241, Entry #466, p. 98, CIA #725.)

2/7/67 Charles Thomas wrote another memo. —

A wenths
HP ‘47’(Memorandum . CIA #563.) Elena fbﬁd
MjJ) told Thomas that Horatio -Duran presently worked for Joaqﬁin

Conversation, 2/7

Cisneros, the privafg/Secreta of Mexican President Dia% _
/// , ‘ | —
Ordaz. Elend says that Horatio Duran ¥ tly th

1pﬁrj Cisnexrds to order the Gobernac1on to grant an entry visa

for the son of Eusebio Azcue. (IBID.) B

T

No further reports on Elena's story were generated
until 1969 when Charles Thomas was "selected out."
(“Selécted out" is a phrase used when an officer is retired
after having-been in one grade for the maximum period of
time and is not considered qualified for promotion to a
higher.grade). Then, he wrote a letter and memorandum
to the Secretary of State saying, “Since I was the Embassy
Officer in Mexico who assigned this intelligence information,

I feel a responsibility for seeing it through to its final
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evaluation." (Statg Dept.: Letter from Charles Thomasbto
William Rogers, Secfetary of State, July 25, 1969. In the
letter, Mr; Thomas also writes, "whéreas the. FBI has
discounted Elena Garro's allegations, the CIA is still
considerably disturbed by them." (IBID.) The Legat's
office in response wrote that[Alan Whitelfrom the CIA had
indicated that'he was aware of Elena's unreliability.

(FBI report, 9/30/69, p. 7, JFK Document No. )

The Legat's office further wrote that the concept that

every person who passes on to another government agency
information relating to matters within the jurisdiction
of that agency has tﬁe responsibility and aﬁthority

to review and evaluate the action taken by that agency

is, of course, untenable. (IBID.)
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House Select Committee on Assassination

Investigation of Elena Garro‘S'Allegations

The House Select Committee on Assassinations

investigated Elena Garro's story both thrbugh file feviews
- and personal interviews. The Committee requested and.

reviewed the CIA's, FBI's and State Departmené%Files, when
'/d%ﬂlﬂj\\.thay—exésted, on Elena Garfoide Paz, Elenita Garro de Paz,

[Manuel Calvillo, Noe W. Palomares, June Cobb Sharp,
%o,r W Victor Rico Galan, Eunice Odio, Sylvia Duran, Lydia Duran,
q@} Ruben Duran, Betty Serratos, Horatio Duran, Eusebio Azcue,

'J; Pﬂu)and Emilio Carballido. Only the Elena Garro de Paz file

yJ)j contained information on her allegations. Though all the
0 names listed above played a role in Elena Garro de Paz'

story, not one of their files included a reference to

AﬁNV{U) Elena Garro de Paz.
G}M Furthermore, the House Select Committee dn Assassina-
LM " tions requested and reviéwed the Cenﬁfil Intelligence - PPN,
Aggpg}r'ME IH LICHANT I},‘@ﬁgc 3H LIHUFF IIand ,{ial/“/ o
(E!'TICHBORN]files.  Once again not one of the files included Oyﬁ%Z;A
a‘mention of Elena Garro's allegations. The House Select J:;TG%
Committee on Assassinations learned that was ] - th

3 et
7

June Cobb Sharp who first reported Elena's allegation. c.,-« ,

The Committee also learned that wasJManuel Calvillo

who hid Elena Garro and her daughter in a hotel the day
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following the assassination. He also told Elena that

Sylvia Duran had been arrested before %t was public

knowledge. (.u-d} @‘r/ fef Lok h@

Since a file review -le@d-nowhere, the Commlttee
e f lhga~(-‘-‘-' -,
decided to arrange interviews in Mex1co with Sylvia Duran,

Elena Garro, Elenita Garro, Horacio Duran, Ruben Duran,
LYnn Duran, Emilio Catbillido and Betty Serratos. The
Mexican Government informed us that Elena and Elenita
Garro.hed dlsappeared in 1968 during the student uprisings
andlﬁzgznever returned to Mexico. The officials stated
that Elena and her daughter might be in Spain. (See Mexico
City Procedural Write-up Trip 1.) Emilio Carballido
could not be found. The others were interviewed between
June 1 and June 6, 1978.

Betty Serratos, Lyaia Duran, Ruben Duran, and Horatio
Duran all stated that Elena was not the dancing type and
therefore did not attend any of the twist parties at the

Duran homes. (See: HSCA Staff Interview of Betty Serratos,

. 6/6/78, p. 6, JFK Document No. ; HSCA staff

interview of Lydia Duran, 6/5/78, p. 6, JFK Document No.

; HSCA Staff Interview of Ruben Duran-Navarro,
6/6/78, p. 16, JFK Document No. ; HSCA Staff Inter-
Yiew of Horatio Duran Navarro, 6/5/78, p. 25, JFK Document
No. .)

When Sylvia Duran was asked if Elena or Elenita Garro
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ever attended twistxparties at the Duran homes, shewstrted
(;kut she recalled Elena attendlng one twist party at

““"’ e ‘6‘\ -
Ruben s home in 1963 when sk® returned to Mexico from
France. (HSCA Staff Interview of Sylvia Triado Bazan,
6/6/70, p. 90, JFK, Document No. )] Ail the Durans
denied that Lee Harvey Oswald had attended any party at

one of their homes. -

The Commlttee next asked the Central Intelllgence

LA M // v .
Agency to provié;—fur interviews f (Manuel
Calvillo), (June Cobb), along~w*eh-a—%tst—of

AJ(A' 141(,// Lo v = k/‘) /U,C,M ""/"

Other assets]that—m&ght—heip-ciear the Lee Harvey Oswald\/

trip to Mexico City. (

daeheiat
The. Agency deelined to aid the Committee. < ~¥4— azget

The Committee decided to return to Mexico and

attempt to locate the individuals. The Mexican govern-
ment told the Committee that June Cobb Sharp received a
tourist permit, number 72781, on June 27, 1947 when she

entered Mexico through Nuevo Lareda She. asked, but was

denied, permission to represent the magazine, Modern Mexico.

On June 21, 1948, she received a courtesy permit, number

N 25556,

{\/ /_ﬁ) }v«)k_{
]S,f. cOmmltte?:E§§§§>the 1nformat10n is incorrect. [%f. June

v

b "A) |
Y , >
Pt e

25556\7 She disappeared in 1954 and never returned to

Mexico. (See Procedural Writeup Trip 2 Mexico City) The

e AD [ feno ot
- o’ A
Cobb was also in Mexico from 1961 through 1966. (CLA) et L N
HAEEN

o /

‘<‘)J. 7 ‘/\J/"‘Q {A// An A /,/u_o(./u\)l—\.
\\_;o"‘ .

o



EJL First Draft
Page 29 :
Jost Leceal—’ /4/" “-‘“7’0 > /Cd-«%uf‘
/ Gaw 4_}3 ?‘:"Q’ .
ﬁ?epo t, 19 June Cobb File} 201 No. )

The Mexican government told the Committee that
Manuel Calvillo did not live at Cu@htemoc 877-5 as the
Commlttee had stated. Their agents in charge had spoken
to the.superintendent atftﬁe apartments for the past
twenty-five years who said that no Manuel Calvillo had
ever’ resided there. When Committee staffers gave the
Mexican government Calvillo‘s pen name, the Mexicans
gave the same answers: (See Procedufal Write Mexico City
Trip'2)i The Committee is quite certain that Mr. Calvillo
lives at this address since it acquired the address from

a recent CIA document./;////’ /;d ;57 sl Crrmm TR
_ S o A H
, W avl! f\fi/'./ {/"M(/{ / ‘

( wv—(/< .

3 \h:"" y °
The Committee believes that there is a pOSSlblllty N\T;;

that the Mexican government received orders from the
Central Intelligence Agency to not“&ia—it/ (See: Procedural

Write~Up Mexico City Trip 2). [ The Committee did interview

Noc W. Palomares who told the Committee that "Elena was
o K .
€ brilliant that anything she imagéd became real."
(See HSCA Staff Interview of Noc W. Palomares, 8/10/78, p.

1, JFK Document No. N R A N S

A
i
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ment No. 10016) Thée publisher stated that Ms. Garro

was living in ﬁhe Hotel S.A.C.E. in Madrid, Spain. The
Committee staffer telephoned the ﬁotel in Spain and spoke
to the manager who told him that Ms. Garro had moved out.
(HSCA staff Contact Report, 7/7/78, JFK bocumeht No.

On July 14, 1978 a Committee staffer ¥ecalled _her publisher

?L .whe told hzm.tha%—he—shouid‘cail the Mex1can Embassy

ole g AL JLA-V o
in Madrid, Spain. ,,He’stated that £§1 her checks were Yatassd

bt Agpicar— Embcss cl ﬁ Se~A e
sent thgﬁefbecause &ge:mns:ééggaranoid—%haérshe did not /
even trust her publisher with her address. (HSCA Staff
Contact Report, 7/14/78, JFK Document No. 9950%}§g£e Com-

mittee staffer called the Mexican Embassy in Madrid,

- Spain and spoke to Adolfo Padilla, an employee who stated

that when Elena v151ted the Embassy a couple of weeks
of k< s
¢‘f' £SE ot i“‘l

-

Pt A SHadd Cante
before to p&ck—ﬁp a checksshe looked financially poor‘[iﬁpﬂ‘ glﬁl <t
Ducwm"

He stated that when he asked Elena her new address she
declined to give one, stating that she would return every
few weeks to pick up checks and mail. The staffer left

the Committee's number and a message asking Elena to tele-

phone the Committee collect. (EscAr—staff—Contact Report,
8/31/787 JFK Documant NoT )

On September 5, 1978, Elena Garro called the
Committee staffer. When the staffer explained that the
Committee wished to talk to her in person and would pay

both her daughter's and her travel from Spain, Ms. Garro
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asked why she should'believetjmystaffer was who he claimed.
The staffer asked'Ms.vGarro-to call back collect in the
next few days when he could explain to her when and to
whom she could go in the American Embassy to pick up a
letter from the Commitéee explaining when and why we
wanted to see her. (HSCA Staff Contact Report, 9/5/78,

JFK Document No. ) The letter was written and

— -

arrangements were made with the American Embassy in Spain

so that Elena could pick up e letter. (See attached
letter: also, HSCA Staff Cohtact Report, 9/5/78, JFK Do-
cument No. )

Oﬁ September 7, 1978,.Elena Garro called the

L 4V ) committee staffer and asked when the letter would arrive.
w7
JOL% The Committee staffer explained that the letter should

,\wﬂh be picked up on Monday, Septémber 11, 1978 from George
fJU“ Phelan, the Counsellor for Coﬁsular Affairs at the Ameri-
P o can Embassy. Ms. Carro stated that she would pick up
f¢°b the letter and follow our suggestions. (HSCA Staff

i Contact Report,'9.7/78, JFK Document No.
Ajﬁd” Ms. Garro never picked up the letter. (HSCA Staff

3 Contact Report, 9/15/78, JFK Document NoO. )’

J

{°" (' The Committee, hoping she would pick up the letter before
her flight date, proceeded to purchase tickets for both
Elena and her daughter. (HSCA Staff Contact Report,

9/12/78, JFK Document No. ) Elena never picked
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( :
up the tickets at the airport. (HSCA Staff Contact Report,

Py

9/15/78, JFK Document No. )" Committee never

regained contact with her.

s
oot e T



