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BUSINESS MEETING
Thursday, October 13, 1977

House of'Representaﬁives,
Select SGmmitteeaoan§sassinationSga
-Washington, Df'C.
 The COmﬁittee mét}”pufsuantvto notice, at'2:20 p.m.,
in Room 2220, Rayburn House Office Building, the Honorable
Louis Stokes.(Chaitman of the Committee) presiding.
Present: Representatives Stokes, Preyer, Dodd, Fithian,

Devine, McKinney, and Sawyer.

Also Present: G. Robert Blakey, Gary Cornwell, James

Wolf, Robert Hehner, Tom Howarth, Dordthy Kuhn, Elizabeth

Berning, Jan Schlichtman, I. Charles Mathews and Robert

Morrison.

The Chairman. At this time we will call the meeting to
order, a quorum‘being present.

I undefsﬁand, Profésséﬁ Blakey,’that the majority of the
matters to be consideréd by thé Committee under the rules
must be considered in executive éeséion ana that there may
be oﬁe or two items that acn'be discussed in open session, and|
in addiéion.to that} wé still need one member of the Committee
in order to élos; the hearing fof executive purposes.

So if there is éomething.tﬁat can be done in open

ALDERSON REPORTING COCMPANY, INC.
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1 ‘session at ‘this time, the Chair would entertain --
2 Mr. Blakey. Mr. Chairman, there is one item on our list |
3 that could be done in public session without difficulty.
i As you know, under ‘our House Resolution 222 and Committee|
2 5 Rule 4 it is possible to designate counsel to take sbatements
2 _
. . S
§ P under oath, and you have before you a dreffi resolution that
- L : &, . K - , .
S 'y would designate :@g};g;s\gg,b,prlmarily from the Kennedy side, to
z 8A take statements under oath.
e
<
: 9 ' (The above referred to resolution follows)
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.
1 Mr. Blakey.: I wouid indicate to you beforehand that
2 this is a 1imited nﬁmber of counsel, primarily those of the
3 supervisory rank, or senior counsel, and that intent is that
4 they take étatements undér oath oniy under limited circum-

5 stances.

6‘ | We will have for yoﬁ a similar resolution at the next

'7 Committee meeting finglly designating the counsel to fake

8 statements under oath on the King task force.

9 My recommendation to you then is that yself, Mr. Cornwelr,
10 | Mr. Goldsmith, Mr. Leodis Mathews, ﬁr. Hornbeck, Mr. Charles
1 Mathews and James Wolf be designated as counsel to take state-

12 | ments. This will be brimﬁrily on the Kennedy side.

13 Mr. Sawyer. May I make an inquiry? -
14 The Chairman. Certainly.
15 Mr. Sawyer. Does this designation then subject the

16 person who is being interviewed to perjury if he falsifies
17 himself?
18 - Mr. Blakey. The effect of it would be to authorize the

19 statement under oath and if the oath was violated he would

INn 7TH STREET, S.W. REPORTERS BUILDING, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20024 (202) SS4-2345

20 be subject to perjury sanctions.

21 T would call to your attention, Mr. Sawyer, that these

“i
~
(8]

kinds of statements cannot be taken pursuant to subpoena;
23 they have to be voluntary statements. So it does not have a
24 | formality of a Committee meéting although we intend to use it

25 ! only in significant circumstances.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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i Mr. Sawyer. The reaéon I ask this, I am not familiar

2 with the Federal law, but under my State's law you have to go

3 || through some kind of designatidn or else it is not perjury,

‘4 ~and I just wondered if that is the'same thing in Federal law?
5 Mr. Biakey. Our practice is to have a Federal Magistrate
s || swear the witness in. jh.court‘reporter would be present, the
' witness obviously would be.represénted bx counsel.

8 *  Mr. McKinney. fﬁﬁe.witness would have to be volunatry?

9 Mr. Blakey. Yes.
10 The Chairman. Mr. Devine.

" Mr. Devine. I have two questions. Number one, Mr.

12 Blakey, any lawyer that is a notary pﬁblic is authorized to

13 {| . give an oath. Do you need something in addition to being a

14 notary public?

15 Mr. Blakey. You many not. But we have taken the posi-

REPORTERS BUILDING, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20024 (202) S54-234§

6.1 tion as a matter.of good practice that we would make it as

j 17 I formal and solemn as-pos;ible and thus get a Federal Magistraﬂe
g ia to do it. | |
.g 19 ‘ - Mr, Sawyet. It iS‘psycholoqically good with the witness.
é 20 Mr. Blakey. That ié true.

Mr. Devine:. ' The other question I have is maybe it is

| an omission or maybe Mr. Lehner has quélified. I don't see
23 | his name on the list.
24 Mr. Blakey. We will have for you next week the names

25 of'the-people on the Martin Luther King side.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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1 Mr. Devigme. You can't do it all at once?
2 Mr. Blakey. There is some debate as to who should be
3 designated on the King side. We haven't resolved that yet.

4 I don't mean real debate, it is discussion. There are some

2 5 people on the King side, including Mr. Lehner, who are already,
é 6 I designated. .
g "7 Mr. Devine. That is what I thought.
§ 8 Mr. Blakey. Mr. Lehner, Mr. Lee and Mr. Johnson are
[
: ¢ I already designated, so the question is which additional
: 10 || counsel on the King side would have to be designated.
S .
% 1 The Chairman. Mr. Dodd.
-4 .
g‘ 12 Mr. Dodd. I raiSe*my own ignorance. We had a debate -
§ 13 several weeks ago in the Rules Committee. The Select Committep
§ 14 Looking at the Korean investigation requester permission to
®n . ’ .
g 1s | take sworn statements from withesses without a member of
g 16 Congress present; Do we still require the presence of a
; 17 || member for these?' |
_g ig Mr. Blakey. No, the difference between what the Korean
>
; 19 | Committee asked for and what we already have is primarily that
[
§ 20 || there is no compulsion involved in our taking of statements
21 under oath whereas, correct me if I am wrong soméone, what the

.\ i
N
[

Korean people requested Was a Congressional subpoena to compel

23 testimony before a staff counsel without a Congressional
24 member present.
25 Mr. Dodd. I think you are correct, I think it was having

' ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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6
' to do with & subpoena and compelling testimony, but I was

under the impression during that debate that the thrust of

: the arguments did not have to do with the compelling nature of]
. the testimony but rather the fact that swozn..testimony would
. be taken of a witnéss without a member of Coﬁgress being
2 présent and in fact Chairman Rodino of.the Judiciaﬁy@ﬁnmﬁﬁﬁééa
é .'6'* argued no committee of Congress had ever had that authority
: :A in the past, in fact the Judiciary Committee did during the |
§ . impeachmentvprocess but nevér utilized it. We have been doing
2 it, apparently. | |
= 10 o :
g . | Mr. Blakey. We have. It provides two.things for us.
§ ” vOne, it providesvan_i@pOftant means ot.éaying witnesses,
g s frankly, when we talk‘go them ipcident ﬁo taking a statement
g 14' under oath, and it does provide us, what amounts to a deposi-
§ tion, primafily to bringing a witness before the full Committege.
g :f Under our rules the Witnésggjstatement is not evidence
j Ii And it is only under a comparable set of circumstances that
/
é ia would hg épplicable in civil proceedings or criminal proceed- -
_é 0 ings, the witness being dead or unduai1§ble ér ﬁo£ in the
; 0 interest of justice, that the Committee could openly rely on

it in formulating its’finalhreport as evidence. 'So it is a

%n | very. limited but very useful authority..

Mr. Dodd:;.But a subsequent contrary statement could

23
2 subject the witness to perjury?
2 Mr. Blakey. Well, if the statement under oath is false

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC.
DucId:322624-l]2 Page 8 ‘
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it would snbject him té pérjury without necessarily having
contradictory statements. It is not terribly different than
the authority given to IRS agents in investigating fraud
cases or to the FBI in ihvestigating-fraﬁd.cases in certain
limited circumstances to take a statement under cath.

Mr. McKinney. »Stili, if you wanted to use the statements
for,evidence we have to then subpoena and have a formal hear-
ing with the Congressmén preéent?

Mr. Blakey. Yes sir, unless there is a series of exzpep-
tions applicable.

Mr. Sawyer. The problem with contradictory statements
is you have the burden of:proofing whicﬁ one is false. ‘You'
can't do it just with the two contradictory statements.

‘* Mr. Dodd. .The argument ié that the Housé really doesn't
have any civil rules of procedure here, so that wﬁen we
interrogate witnésses, the Committee staff do, we don't have
any operating rules as sﬁch._ I am not sure whether this is
true with the IRS and FBI when they -

Mr.'Blakej. Approximatelyvthe same soft of rules are
applicable t0~us;} We do have a statement qf relevance. If
we ask the person something outside of our legisiative mandate
I suspect he would befpriviieged to answer, and since it is
all volﬁntary, anytime a peréon doesn't want to continue the
conversation they get up and walk out.

Mr. Dodd. Yes, that is I think a significant difference.

ALOERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC. |
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Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The Chairman. Mr. Fithian. Having heard all our learned

Mr.

The

The

The

Mr.

The

The
Mr.

The

(No

The

(No

3 lawyer friends I would move the question.

"McKinney. I second the motion.

Chairman. Properly moved that the resolution now

before us be adopted;

 C1erk will call the rolle.
Clefk. Mr. Stokes;
Stokes. Aye.

Clerk. Mr;\Devine.
Devine. Aye.

Clerk. -Mr. Preyer.
Preyer. Aye.

Clerk.A Mr. McKinney.
McKinney.) n&é.
c1erk.A'Mr.'Faunt:oy.
‘response) " |
Clerk. ﬁr.‘Théne.

response)

The Clerk. Mrs. Burke.

| (No

" The

Mr.

. The

Mr.

rgsponée)

Clerk. Mr. Sawyefr -
Sawyer. Aye‘: |
Cierk, Mr. Dodd.

Dodd. Aye.

!

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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The Clerk. Mf. Ford;
"(No response)
‘ihe Clerk. Mr. Fithian.
: Mf. Fithian. \Ayé.ﬂ
- The Clerk. Mr. Edgar.
(No résponse) '
The Clerk. Seven ayes.
The Chairman, Okéy, seven ayes and the motion is agreed
to.
Mr. Blakey. Mr. Chairman, the‘additiOn§1 matters that
would be before the Committee are such that they should be
in closed session. |
The Chairman. These are matters which under the rules
must be considered in executive session? |
Mr. Blakey. Yes.
The Chairmaﬁ. Then at this time the Chair would enter-
tain a motion,. | |
Mr. Devine. ~&9so move, Mr. Chairman.
The Chairman. Proposal moved that the Committee go into»
executive seséion.and the Clerk will call the roll.
The'01e£k. Mr. Stokes. |
"Mr. Stokes. Aye. |
The Clerk. Mr. Devine;.
Mr. Dévine. Aye;

The Clerk. Mr. Preyer.

ALdERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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The
Mr.
The
(No
The
~(No
The
(No
The
Mr.
Tha

Mr.

(No
The
Mr.

The

{No

The

The

Preyer. Aye.

Clerk. Mr. McKinney.
McKinney. Aye.
Clerk. Mr. Faﬁntroy.

response.

_Clerk.l Mr. Thone,

response)

Clerk. Mrs. Burke.
response)

Cierk.' Mr. Sayyér.
Sawyer. Aye.'
Clerk. -Mr. Dodd.
Dodd. Aye. -
Clerk.' Mr. Ford.
response)
Clerk.A\Mr. Fithiaﬁ.
Fithian. Aye. |
Cleik. Mr. Edgar.
response)

Clexk. 'Sevenlayes.

Chairman. HOkay, at this time the

10

Commiftee is now

in executive session. We will ask members of the public to

leave the room..

(Whereupon, the Committee proceeded to e&xecutive

session.)

DocId: 32262402 Page 12
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1 (Discussion off the record)

2 Mr. Blakey. Mr. Chairman, the next matter that I would
1 like to bring up is really two items, not one.
s ~We have now finished the negotiations and the drafting

5 of memorandums of understanding with both the Secret Service
s aﬁd'the Department of Juétice{A You have copies before you.
‘} Basically, the termé,should ﬁehfamiliar to you. They are

8 based on ghe genéral agreement reached with the CIA, The

g specific.agfeement with the Depaftment of Justice is the

draft ane that I believe you wre shown at the preceding

—
o

—
——t

previous meeting.

Again the heart of &t in both sii:uatidns‘, if I can Bz

—
~

discuss them at this time, is basically the Secretary Service

e
>

ot
»

has agreed to give us éverhting in the first instance and

then when it comes down to disclose, if we cannot agree, we

——
vy

have agreed to be bound by the litigation..

—
O

—
~t

The'Department.df“Justice has basically agreed to give

us everYthing in the first instance except live informants,

_..
o™

——
b

and as to live informants they will discuss it with us up to

the'maximum,éggrée pOssiblexshort of actually giving us the

nd
[=]

name, and thevassumption is that in this case‘thét should be

~
et

»
[ X

E\‘[)ja . IN0 ITH STREET, S.H. R"EPORTf;-RS BUILDING, HﬂSHINGTON.. D.C., 20024 (202) SS4-234§

less than one ‘perﬁéeﬁi: of what we ae dealing with.

7 We thbught then that would be kind of set aside, if
2% we.gof say,'five instances of live informa%&%vthat they wanted
25 | to retain, then we would go to the issue of ultimate disclo-

ALDERSON REPORTING COCMPANY. INC.
DocId: 32262402 Page 13
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sure, and again if we coﬁld agree, thére wo@ld be no problem.
If we aouldn't agree, we would be bound by thé litigation.

As to the one percent informahts, if we felt it was
absolutely essential thﬁtwe saw thém, that would become part
of the subsequent litigét;on.

My own recommendatién to you is that the Committeé ratify
both'understandings.. Basically they are far more than to my -
knowledge,-any other Congressiohal committee has ever gotten
from either the Department of Justice or the secret Service.

ﬁr.‘Dév&ne. We.have had them:for sometime. I have read
them fhréugh and I am prepared to make a motion to adopt the
memorandum éf understandihg in both instanceé, if that is in
order. |

Mr. Dodd. Before we --

The Chairman. Before doing so does amny memSer of the
Committee have éuestions?

Mr. Dodd. I do. Again I have the same kind of reluc-

tance I did in the past, and I recognize that this may be a

‘real breakthrough in terms of relationships with these

various agencies,,buﬁ‘I still find myself in that very uneasy
feelipg of getting into binding agreements, and am particu-
larly concerned ébout the feleasﬁng*of authority of the
service when it comes to ceftain materials that they would
offer, for whatever reasoﬁ. I don't have a massive case of

paranoia about it, but sometimes the rationale for not wanting

ALDERSON REPORTING COCMPANY, INC.
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and what it means is there are two kinds of documents that

they created. Thosé documents that they derived from another

i3

to releasé information doésn't have anything to do with the
sensitivity of the material, as we have seen in the past,
as it dbés with the image of some of the agencies in their
own embarrassment or what they peréeive to be their embarrass-
ment.

Id there any kind of documentation we have that spells
out what the releasing authority --

Mr. Blakey. The releasing authority is a technical word,

they can have. Documents that they themselves have generated,
That is obviously within the releasting authority.
The second class is documents given to them by a third
agency. And that is not within"their relé#sing authority.
We have to go to the third agenéy. S
What we have been doing i; carving up the pié, getting
an agreement with every agency so, for example, if we went to

the Secret Service and said give us everhting on Lee Harvey

Oswald, they would give us under this all the documents that

agency, for example, the CIA, they would tell us the name,
date and place of ﬁhe document and number -and woﬁld tell us
it is a CIA document. We then would go to the CIA and get
it from them. | |

So in effect, we would get everything. And the releas-

ing authority means whatever we can release we will. Whateved

ALCERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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only a third party can release yéu must go to the third and
get and get permi§s10n~to turn it ovet. By getting ghe
SecretsService, the FBI and the CIA, we have gotten all of
the agencies now, I think the basic agencies on the Kennedy
side anyway, who will have documents either in their own
files or in.the files of'other_agencies, so we should be
seeing everything.

Mr. Dodd. With regard‘to the disclosure of information,
I may have raised this once before. As I read the paragraph
5, there will be no'disclosure without the prior written
consent of, in this case I am looking at the Department of
Secrét Service, T gueésvthat is what I ﬁm looking at here, -
or his delegate.

How aré we_éoihg to get around the eventﬁal problem when

it comes to writing a report and certain information material

‘that clearly has come from one of these agencies where we

decide for their own reaéon, because apparently they don't
haQe to give any reason other than they deny consent to allow
it to be made public?

" Mr. Blakey. What we will db, we won't do it without
their consent, and if you read the last paragfaph fully, part
of paragraph 5, unless we sue them. In other words, we will
sit down in good faith and negotiate out the maximum release
possible. If there is still something they want to ﬁold, we

want to let it go and they want to hold it, litigation will

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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1 ensue and we will both en&-up being bound by whatever the

2 courts tell us, which is prohably where we are anyway.

3 Mr. McKinney. That is probably‘a case we ought to have,
4 tOO.
[ ‘th Blékey. 'Thefinteresting thing is we are in the best

P .of all possible ligigatidn postures. We have got the document

s | and. if ligitation ensues they will be in the position of
8 taking a public position that we cannot release something that

9 ‘we think is necessary to explain what happened to Martin

10 ‘Luther Kind or John Kennedy.

1 VSo I thipk from a practical standpoint, I just don't

12 think they~ are going to éuarrel with us, they can't afford

13 ‘the»heat. |

14 Mr. Dodd.. With regard to the Departmen;lof Justice,

ts. | last year I went down and spent time going over the assassi-

REPORTERS BUTILDING, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20024 (202) S54-234§

18 nation file of Oswald, and they are all excised, and I was
17 tryihg to read one page with numbers all over the sides of
ig them and -they were xerox copies and it was a laborious task,

19 4even.sitting there with a couple of agents to explain to me

300 7TH STREET, S.V¥,

20 What each part meant.-

21 Why‘is it necessary,dif‘we have thé proper security
Eggzgg—zz} clearances,,that we cannot have total access to unegcised

23 material, tﬁén.let the Deparﬁment make a judgment as to what
24 | they would like to ekéisef

25 Mr. Blakey. What you saw was I think the file excised

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC. f
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1 pursuant to the Freedom of Information standards.
2 | Mr. Dodd. Probably was.

I Mr. Blakey. Which is very general. Ours go beyond that.;
s i The‘énly thing they say‘they will be openly holding back from
5 us is the identity Qf'iive informahts.

5 Mr. Dodd. Why woild they hold that back from us if we
have the security clearance?

8 . Mr. Biakey. If you remember reading, not last week but
$ the previous week, in the New York Times Magazine an-article
10 by Nick Gage, that indicateé that Organized Crime sectionnin
1 the Department of Justiée‘has lost, been killed, 23 informantd.
}2 and there is some quesﬁioﬁ; Gage-alleges at least, some ques-
13 | tion that that leak came from within the Department-:of

14 Juétice, within the FBI itself.

15 Mr. Devine. Law enforcement agency,’their life blood

REPORTERS BUILDING, WASHINGTON, D.C, 20024 (202) SSh-234§

16 | is informants and they can't exist without them and when they
17 | dry up why it makes it a pretty ineffective agency and I
ia think that they try to protect live informatns at all cost.

19 | I can certainly understand their attitude on that and I don't

3n0 7TH STREET, S.W.

20 | know that there is anybgieét need on our part to know the
21 || identity of live informants if they will vouch for the
gﬁ§§§?zz _integrity and credibility of tﬁe information supplied.
23 Mr. Dodd. I agree. . I 'am sensitive to the whole
2 questipn of leaks, obviously, and the effect on law ehforge-

25 ! ment efforts, but I wish.I could function on the same with thd

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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same degree:of faith. Whether or not somecne is a live

informaht or a dead informant or just a namé of someone who

is hothing, I never can make that determination, you are

' looking at something. that has been ‘excised and if we are

limited in the amount of people that can have access to the

‘docﬁments in the first place I don't see where nécessarily

we are going to increase théﬁﬁgéii@gﬁ&of leaks any more
. . -~ \&“0

R -

, than they already exist,'they have already been going on in

the agency itself.
Mr. Blakey. Their posiiton is, it is not just us, I

don't really mean thigs or not, but what they say is you guys

are okay,_you havezgotAali your security clearances, you

have got a tight sysStem of security over there, and they will

say'Bob, loock I know you and I trust you, but what are we

_going to do about the blank blank committee. If you get it

‘how can we refuse them.

The Presidential Character'of-this is such that we can't

resist them. How are we going to say in court on the next

motion to suppréss that we can't turn it over? We really
have to take the principal position that no live informants

are ever turned over, period. And this is an issue that

' transcends this inVestigaﬁion.

Now, I might add,thét whén they do excise, there is a
provision in-here what we call for random audit, we will

call for the number of excisions on a random basis and then

. '~AL.DERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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when I will sit down witﬁ them and go over in detail why
thqse excisions were made to see.if they weré made properly,
and'so;there is a check on them, it is not just a blind
acceptance of what they“have been doiﬁg, and one of the really
remarkable characters of these two agreements, in fact three
of them, is for the firsé time a Congressional committee has
gotten agreement for random audit, and I say this rgiuctantly
because I don't think we should talk about it. We got it,
let's keep it and le;'s not crow about it, we might lose it.

Mr.'Sawyer. If you dealt with the FBI or really any law
inforcement agency, on tﬁis names of informants,they will go
to prison before: they Wiii tell you who.their informants are.
This is a life and death matter to them and they don't care,
they feel this absolute trust that has been vested in them‘
and the life of the witnesses depend on it and théy will be
like newspaper péople, they will go to prisén, there is no
way ydu can negotiate'thém out of this.

Mri'Blakey. The place to litigate this is at the end of
our investigation when we know p;ecisely how many excisions
they want to hold back and we uaﬂt to look at. There may
be two or three. If it turns out there is not any there is
no sense in litigating. If we stick at this point and insist _
on it we don't_get any files, in which case our investigation
ends ﬁow. So I think given our time limitations this is

better than I thought we would get.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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The‘limitations are adequéte to do our”job;
| Mr. Dodd. Do we have everyone now?

Mr. Blakey. Theéé are the three major ones. Well, I
think maybe we will enter into an dgreement with or propose
an agreémeﬁt to the,Alcohol and Tobécco and perhaps Customs.

‘Mr. Dodd. What I aﬁs going to sugéest is INS.

Mr; Blakey. Well, that is right, Immigration and Natural
ization Service. They are not major problems. Once you get
on from Justice, one from Treasury, and one from the CIA,
the others fall in line pursuant to their agreements, the
previdus aéreements;'

Mr. Dodd. Thank”you; Mr. Chairman.

Thg.Chairman. Okay, Mr. Fithian.

'Mr. Fithiag. No queétions, Mr. Chairmag;

The Chairman. No questions?

Mr. Devine. I renew.my motion.

The Chairman. 'Okay,‘properly moved that these documeﬁts
be,apprdved. ‘The Clerk will call the roll.

The Clerk. Mr. Stokes.

Mr. Stokes. Aye.

The Clerk. Mr. Deviaé.

'Mr. Devine. Aye. |

The Clerk. Mr. Preye:.i

(No response)

The Clerk. Mr. McKinney.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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McKinney. Aye. 
Clerk. Mr. Fauntroy.
response)

Clerk. Mr. Thone.
response) :

Clerk. Mrs. Burke.
résponse)

Clerk. Mr. Sawyer.
SaWYer. Aje.
Clerk. Mr. Dodd.

Dodd. I will vote present. I am mbving.

Clerk. - Mr. Fo;d;
response)
‘.Clerk.A Mr. Fithian.
Fithian. Ayeﬁ‘
c1erk.. Mr. Egar.
response) |
Clerk. Five ayes, one no£ voting.

Dodd. One present.

Chairman. Okay,.the'motion is adopted.

I think once again we have forgotten“prgxieéﬁean be

Mr.

used. WE ought to try. _The Cle;k will contact all members
on the day of our méetihg and try to get proxies. I think

it will help expedite our business in Committee.

'Biakey.‘

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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' Act of 1970, pursuant to which the President issued his

. raise. That has been to‘our knowledge generally followed by

gone over the budget in ﬁhe period of time since August. It

‘seems to me that we need to increase the number of people.

]

21

Mr. Blakey. The next issue to tak up, Mr. Chairman, has
a number of dimensions to it. I would draw the Committee's

attention to the passage of the Federal Pay Comparability
Execdtive Order giving all executive employees a 7.05 percent

ail the stiéinding committees. People have been given an auto-
matic percent raise. I wouid underline éhe phrase in the
title, however, Federal Pay Comparability Act. It was not
designed as é cost of living or as a mérit process, and in
light of the fact thgt we just adjusted our salaries in
August, making an effort to achieve coméarability -=- while -
my staff may impeach me for this -- I cannot in good faith
suggest - that an‘autématic seven percent be gi#en at this time.

I think the salary structure was, with some éompensationé
which haveAgrowﬂ up since the last time we talked on this
Suhject, are roughly'equitable and more or less comparable.
Consequehtly, I am going to recommend to the Committee that
there not Be an automatic seven percent raise givgn across
the boardf

I would raise with you the folldwing-howevef,_as we have

The last budget I gave you contemplated $2 million $328,500

annuhl basis with with 108 people. It is my judgment now

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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1 that we really ought on an annual basis to operate with 114
2 people. This is an_addition of one lawyer on the Martin
3 Luther King side, two document clerks on the Martin Luther

4 Kiﬁg side, one deputy chief clerk to assist the chief clerk

g 5 in the setting up of hearings, which is going to be a major
é 6 administrative burden; far more than even Elizabeth Burning
g ‘7 can do. | |
% 3' If we take that salary structure on an annual basis, with
e
: 9 some equitable adjustments, it would figure out on the yearly
: 10 basis to $2 million $439,500.
S
g n We will spend in fact, however -- this is an authorizea
= .
g 12 basis on a 12 month budggi -- we will in fact spend approxi-
§ 13 mage $450,000 less this year. This is difectly related to
g .
§ 14 the fact that we haven't hired people as quickly as we migﬁt
[7;] L ’ .
g 15 have and we haven't fone as much field work as we might have.
§ .‘é My suggestibn to yo% is the new budget be approced at
j 17 114 and at that figure t#at would giv eus over the two year -
é 18 cycle, under the $5 miilion that was originally authorized,
: 19 and we would pick up in #he second year what we didn't spend -
& :
€ 2| in the first year. f
’ 21 So in effect we wdﬁld come in under the two.year budget,
g%;gg?;gi we would spend in fact less this year than we were authorized,
23 and we would have less than ilS people;
24 i'kndw that is kind of complicated to juggle figures
25

} around but I would be glad to answer any questions about either

I3

I

! ALDERSON REPORTING COCMPANY. INC.
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the memorandum that you héve on the salary strucutre or the
memorandum on the probably estimate of cosf for the next two
years.

Incidentally, I do‘hot expect%to come back to you with
any,additional budget changes or any additional éersonnel
changes. I would ask”thét in this context that the Committee
authorize up to seven percent merit increases for people aftex
they have been here a year to be handled on a case by case
basis.

Mr. Devine. Mr. Chairman, I don't want to deal in

numbers and I will assume that the numbers are accurate and

' equitable as prepared on the memorandum.

Mr. Blakey. There is a resolution.

Mr. Devine, Yes, I merely want to say I agree with ydu,
Mr. Blakey, on the manner in which you have approéched this.
You know all memﬁers of Congress are faced with the same
thing as far as their OWA staff is concerned. Each one
handles.it differently. This particular Congressman:signed
the sheet that we are not.authorizing seven percent increase
for anybody, and then I took a sheet and had the Finance
Office advise me how mich of a}raise 1ast‘year a'person got

and.Whht‘déte'that was ahd then adjusted the salaries upwards |

.to whaf I thought was equitable and zounded it off rather

than.goipg to the 2.5:percent; you run intb peculiar figures.

So I think some 6f them did_gef an equal percent, many

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC. i
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24

of them less than that, bécause they had had a raise in the
interim period. I think that your approach is Eusinesslike
andjwarranted and I agree with it.

Mr. McKinney. It pains me to disagfee with our counsel
and my friend here on the right. I find it, as one of the
few COngréssmen who sponﬁored the Equai'kights for Congression
Employees reolution,‘that onéAof the worst worms in‘the Capitd
building is the salary structure and I would have to say, Mr.
Chairman, as -the ranking member of the Disfrict Committee
and the ranking member of the Economic Stabilization Subcom- -
mittee, running my own office, that I have a firm policy that
people are being paid whaf they are being pai& because they
are worth it, and if there is a comparability pay increase or
cost of living increase or whatever you want to call it, th#t

they get it across the board. 1If they don't get it they

were not worth what they were getting.

Mr. DeQine. If you raise someone effective July lst do
you think they are entitled to seven percent on top of that?
That is not comparable.

Mr; McKinney. I am assuming we are stressiﬁg campara-
bility. I stress merit. I don't raise anYone unless I
thiﬁk they have merit. I will give you §er example. I raised
my éeéretary because<I think I am about to give her a nervous

breakdown after one sommer not being here and she ran the

al

ALCERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC. l
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1 office and did évgrything and I'raised her on August 1st, .

"2 | and I am going to‘giQe her the 7.5. I think she deserved the
3| raise in merit to what I raised her to and I think she

4 deseryes the 7.5., I supéose we could be heroic about this

5 and say ﬁe are saving'money, but I kﬁow who works for me and

s Il wprks well should getjthé same increase. I would have to

'y vote.against.the motion, Mr. Chairman.

g The Chairman. Mr. Fithian.
s Mr. Fithian. No questions.
10 The Chairman. Mr. Sawyer.

1 Mre Sawyer. I may say I concur with the gentleman from

12 Co-necticut, I did the saﬁe thing for substantially thé same

13 | reasons.

,; One question I héd;because I still am éAﬂeophyte at tﬁi;
1s | Congressional financing method. | .

15 Mr. McKinne}./ Yoﬁ will never. figure that out.

17 Mr. Saﬁyer.‘ Can we Eafry forward this $400,000 from

ia this eyar's bﬁget to next or.get zeroed out? I am not totally

19 It under --=

300 7TH STREET, S.W. REPORTERS BUILDING, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20024 (202) S54-234$

20 Mr.‘McKinhey.u'Zéroedo
21 Mr. Blakey. We wili lﬁse it but we will be in the posi-
E%;E%?zzi tion of going back to the,ﬁules Committee and saying we con-
23 || templated $5 mi;lion over twé years,-wé'gave you back gquota-

2¢ | tion marks "$450,000 the first year, we would like to use

25 || that $450,000 the second year, so that our two year budget

} ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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would be $5 milliénf 'The§ could very wéll_look us in the eye
and say you can ha&e the second year which you spent the
first year. .

Mx. McKinnéy.; That is exactly what they will do.

Mr. Devine. As a member of the Accounts Subcommittee
of the House AdministrationAwe face thésé%}hese things every
year and it is ofdinary'for.eQeryone tokcome in ahd éay we
turned this much back, therefore we should get it and it
usually wbrks.'

Mr. McKinney. I was going'to say that I usually let
most of my mbneyffor-the city, I go dowg.on.the last day of
thé fiscal year and tell fhem what they hadn't spent, so they
are in such a hurry to spend -

The Chairman. Okay, if there is nothing.fufhéer, ther
Chair will entertain a motion pursuant to the recéméndation
of the staff difector;

Mr. Dodd. Iwmﬂﬁdsé move the resolution as proposed.-

-The Chairman.’ It has been properly moved that the -
resolution be adopted;.,The,Clerk will call the roll.

The Clerk. Mr. Stokes.

-Mr. Stgkes. iye.

' The Clerk. Mr. Devine.

Mr. Deviné. Aye.

ihe Clerk. Mr. greyer.‘

(No response): -

ALDERSON REPORTING CCMPANY. INC.
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: The Clerk. Mr. McKinney.

9 Mr. McKinney. No.

3 1 fhe Chairman. Mr. Fauntroy. '
4 (No. response)

3 The Clerk. Mr., Thone.

6 | (No response) . .VE ' |

. The Clerk. Mrs. Burke.

8 (No response)

p The Clerk. Mr. S;wyer.

10 Mr. Sawyer. Aye.

n The Clerk. Mr. Dodd.

300 7TH STREET, S.H. REPORTERS BUTLDING, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20024 (202) S54-234$

12 Mr. Dodd. Aye.
13 The Clerk. Mr. Ford.
14 (No responge)
15 The Clexrk. Mr. Fithian.
ol M. Pithian. age.
7 The Clerk. Mr. Edgar.
ia (No response)
19 The Clerk. Fiye ayes; one nay.
20 The Chairman: The mbtion is adopted;
a1 i "Mr..'makey;
E%;E%?zzi " Mr. Blakey. Mr. Chaifmén, we have in the last several

23 months taken statements under oath from a number of people
2¢ | in connection with coming to the Committee to give help --

25 te help us out, téstimony of one kind or another, particularly

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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for example, the panels that have come_in, the doctors that
have come in, the ballistic experts that have come in. To
complete the formal cycle it is necessary to formally present|

those affidavits to the Committee for acceptance and I would

‘do. that at this time.’ You have before you a list of affi«

davits taken from Mr. Mcﬁillan, Gear, Kosten, Kostman, Shéw,
Meagher, Thompson, Hoch, Scott, Harris, Kinsilla and.Lane.
As you can see, I wauld ask that the affidavigs be
incorporated- in the_record. |
The Chaifman. Okay, without objection the affidavits
will be inco;ponﬁted in the recorad at thiéﬂpoint.

(The above referred to affidavits follow)

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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Mr. Blakey. As you'can see, most of them are formal in
charﬁcter and simplified.

Mr. Dodd. Mr. Chairman.

The Chairman. Mr.;Dodd.

Mr. Dodd. What is the legal significance of‘incorporat-
ing these in the recérd.. These now go that next étep?

Mr. Blakey. Well, actually, the legal significance is
probably we ¢an pay the travel expen;es down here.

Mr. Dodd. But as far as -

Mr. Blakey. They have actually given a statement to us
under oath affecting our investigation by receiving a state-
ment under oath.- As you éan\see, these are formal documents
and they have really no impact on us at all.

Mr. Dodd. The language of the resolutipﬁ is they ace
hereby received in evidence and I am wbndering if-that desig-
nation adds ahgﬁhiné_new to what they already were at that
time”they were taken, thé statements were taken?’

Mr. Blakey. It authorizes us to -- they are now formally

expenses.
The Chairman. Then this affects the'public.fecord?
" Mr. Blakey. It affects the public record. They will
be noted as having been witnésses{ |
As you can see, a number of them are from the Critics

Conference. We have an extensive transcript of that

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC. l
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J

1 conference in process and.that, of course,'will ultimately

2 be made available to the Committee with a summary of the

3 | report on it.

.4 ' Mr. Fithian. It is-also histoficel eévidence that they
s | were here and we did talk to them later on?

s I - The Chairman. Yee. ‘

'y Mr. Sawyer. Without getting intefﬁetail,‘did,yoﬁ get

g | anything very helpful from all of this?

9 Mr. Blakey. .Yes,'I think so. We haﬁe got some very'
1o | good leads on the Critics Conference.

nl Mr. Sawyer. that?

12 l Mr. Blakey, - We got-eome very good leeds from the

13 | Critics Conference. I think the best thing that came ouf of
14 || the Critics. Conference is a woman in Dallas named ﬁary Farrell)
15 || who previéusly had a kind of ambiguous relatibnshié to the
16 Committee, came ﬁo the conference, came away reasonably

17 | impressed that the'Cohmitéee was'sefious about its business;
is' went back to Dallaeq and knows a‘lof of people in Dallas,

19 || including the Chief of Police, and they told.the Chief of

300 7TH STREET, S.W. REPORTERS BUILDING, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20024 (202) S54-23u§

20 || Police they ought te cooperate with us and now the Chief of
21 1| Police hasAgiven'all of our investigators in Dalles a letter,
@i§§§?521 a personal lette: from him tb‘anybody in the Department sayihg_
| 53 | that they are to get an&thing.that they want to have access to.
2¢ || This is in contra distinction to the situation prior to that

25 !when one of our investigatoré, Jack Moriaty, was in the

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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. Chief's office,lhe was not permitted to talk to the Chief

2 himself, only got to’see an assistant chief, .and had his

3 car impounded while he was in talking to the man.

‘4 So we have‘gone to.a situation where our investigators ..
s had their cars being impounded by #he Dallas police. Legally
% s the car was not parked ih the riéht place, nonethelesg . it
g ' was impounded énd we didn't get’the normal courtesty that woulld
g g be given to another law enfércement.official.
i 9 We go to the situation where the Chief now is very
: 0 enthusiastic and in fact urging his men to cooperate. If
g. i that Critics Conference did that one thing, it turned around
g 12 ‘Mary Farrell and turned around the Dall&s Chief of Police
g ‘13 and I think it is fair to say it was wqrth‘the price of
g 14 admigsion. Some things‘happened indirectly and not directly
é, 18 and I think.that is an example. |
§ " The Chairman. Hnything further?
j 17 Mr. Devine. An unrelated mattef. Sometime ago, I think
g is perhaps prior to youf becoming~counse1{ we receiyed some
; 19 ‘evidence I think from the attending physician.that the.brain
% 20 of President.Kennedy had been pléced in the Archives and that

21 thereafter they were unable to locate it.. I was wondering

%22 if anything developed in }ad.d'itiﬁon thereto?

23 Mr., Biakey. We‘h§ve'ma§e an effort to find it, includ-

2 ipg‘télkipg with Mr. L%ncoln, the‘President's.personal

25 secretéfy,»and we ha§e»béen'Currentiy»unSuccessful in finding

| |
ALDERSON RESORTING COMPANY, INC. |
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it. The President's braiﬁ'is not located.

Mr. ﬁevine. Was it not signed for? Wasn't it signed in?

Mr.-Blakey. It was signed for but apparently not
delivered or not déliveréd -- the bottom line ig it is miss-
ing. We have atiléast one rumor that it was subsequently
buried with the President}s bady. We have not checked that
out to my satisfaction yet. .we have worked with Burke
Marshall, the Executor or designee of the Kennedy family,
and his.recommendatipn is frankly that we sit and talk with
Senator Kennedy.

Mr;,bevine. It might not have any'particular bearing on
the inveétigation but it is a curious circumstance that could
have some significance. That is why I was merely curious.

Mr. Blakey; Our'doctors.have.told us that they can do
an autopsy without the brain. They can fully review it and
their final repoft will say even without the brain, and there
are some slides that are.ﬁnaccounted for, thef can arrive
at theif éonclusions.‘ Theyvili say that for a full autopsy
they should have ﬁad'access,td the brain and access to the
slides. |

I have on my list of delecate things to do is to go
over and talk to Senator Kennedy and riase with him as deli-
cately as I know how whether he knows where it is and whether

we can with due regard to all those involved, make an effort

to find it.

ALDERSON REPORTING CCMPANY. INC.
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1 Mr. Deveine. Didn't.the doctor, and I blieve he was an
2 | Admiral, wasn't he, I am not sure ~- didn't he say that he

3 had personally deli#ered it to the Archives?

4 The Chairman. I don't remembéﬁ. We did have the infor-
3 mati$n~rumor Burke Marshall said that Bobby and someone else
6 || had gone out to the gra§éya;d ahd put the brain in the casket
‘7 | with the President. |

8 Mr. Dodd. Do we need to move this other ‘thing?

9 . The Chairman. We have without objection inserted the
10 affidavits into the report.

-—
——

Mr. Dodd. That is all we need to do? .

The Chairman. That is right.

nn 7TH STREET, S.W. REPORTERS BUTLDING, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20024 (202) S54-2345

12 i

13 Mr.bBlakey. There are two additional things I would like
14 to éo; and a little information report I wou;é like to make.
1s | The two additional things I would like to raise with you,

16 the first one déals with tﬁe following situation that I raised
17 with the Chairman and he.thought it best that we raise it ;

ia with thé full Committee.

19 | This has to do with the Kenpedy side. We have roughly

20 all but one investigator hired énd we have got one spot open

on the Kennedy side and what we have lookéd around for is a

~
—

3

person with a'very special set of talents. What we have in

23 mind is a person who can work on the team that is dealing with
24 the CIA, and up until now we have hired only State and local
people, detectives with backgrounds, and for this one slot we

)
tn
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1 want to vary that and‘dur.proéosal to’yoﬁ is a man named

2 Harold Leaps be hired. |

3 He happens to be a currently employed Federal investi-

4 vgator.- He is wiht the Drug Enforceﬁent'Administration. He

5 is known to Gary Cornwell personally and known to some of the
6J' guys I knew in the beparfment of. Justice personally. He is
'7J an older man, a very street yise Washingtonian sqphisticated
8 investigator.

9 His background has been making high level conspiracy

10 cases in the narcotics area. He has had to deal with the CIA
1111 overseas. It turns out-a couple of cases Harold made were

12 on CIA agehts in the drug'area. And what we think we need -
-13 | in this one particular.slot is an older person who has been
14 around a great deal and wpo knows the agency, knows bureau-
15!ﬁ cratic procedure, and éﬁreét wise. If Harold was.not connectjd
16 to the Department oﬁ,Jusfice currently it would present no
17 problem and we in faét'pfobably wouldn't even bring him as
ia such to.the Committee?é.attention.

19 | | Nevertheleés, he is a current embloyee of the Drug

300 7TH STREET, S.W. REPORTERS BUTLDING, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20024 (202) SSu-234$

20 | Enforcement Administration and the arrangement that we can

21 | work out with the:DDE is they will lend him to the Committee
ﬁ‘ 22 | and he will be paid by the DEA.

" 23 what will happen, he.presently is méking more than most
24 of our investigators. ,The.agreement tentatively is that we

25 y will reimburse the Drug Enforcement Administration up to what

=
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ended up in some way criticising the Department of Justice,
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we would normally pay pdrfin§estigatorsvand they in effect.
will lend him to us for the difference. They are willing |
to enter into an agreément,with us where they will waive any
supegvisory rights pver‘him and prdmise ﬁot to take any
repriéals against him, which you see I am raiSing with you
the following potentialify. If we hire a Federal employee,
or we have somecne who'ié-presently conﬁected with the Federal
establishmgnt, are we potentially getting into a conflict'qf
interest situation? Since he.is going to be looking back
into the Federal Establishment?

Our intent is not fo use him as it impacts on the FBI or
the Department of Justice. Our intent is to use him primarily
if not exclusively in the CIA investigatidn, I think what

potentially migbt be a conflict of interest actually cuts fwo

ways. It is possible for us to say that if w ultimately

the p:esence of Leaps-on.the staff may indicate the objec~
tivity 6f what we did.

To make a long story shOrt,’A it seems to me ﬁis employ-
ment-raiéés an issué that is differentthan all of the other
empldyments and the Chairman thoughf that ‘it wouid be useful
if I bring it to ydur attention.

I might élso at this'tiﬁe ask if Gary Cornsell, who
knows Harold Leaps, could say a few words.

The Chairman. Mr. Cornwell.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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Mr. Cornwell.: Just.fé give you a little more detail
about his background, he is 54,Years old, hé has been a
special agent with Drug Enforcement, or whatever it has been
caliéd, over the Years;Jsince 1960; Between 1960 and 1966
he wéS‘assigned to Kansas City and worked primarily on drug
investigations there and.rose from a special agent to a group
supervisor and ultimately aqiing-the period of 1966 to 1968
he was iﬂspection agent in charge in the St. Louis office.

He then-went.bapk to Kansas City and I knew him during
the years of '70 to '72 when he was a representative to the
Kansas City strike force and worked'orggnized crime cases
nbétconly ihvolving narcotics but other types of offenses,
too. .

In 1972 he was assigned to Pakistan as a country attache |
which in effect means that he was in charge of ouf efforts
over all of the'Arug activity'in‘that country. After 1974
he went to LEAA where~he ﬁas the drug ptogramming manager,

in Kansas City, and in 1976 he was transferred to Washington

'and since 1976 he has been DEA's reprsentative to Interpol.

' I am not only familiar with his personal abilities from
having workéd‘with him, I think I am fairly familiar with his
repﬁtation in the lww enforcement community, and I think that ‘
based upon that we can say with some assurance that the

problem, the ptoential problem is not a practical one, in

i other words, we don't see any problem in his in fact complete
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loyéity to this investigafion, puréing the léads and coming
up with the facts nor do we see anything about the p?ojectioni
as far as ability to accomplish what we need in the éIA
field. He has received ‘numerous commendations over the years
from DEA and Secret .Service, FBI, in cases he has worked for
them or relating to both.DEA and Secret Service or FBI
offenses, and we have; like Bob said, tentatively wofked out
with tEA tﬁe fact that they.would loan him to us.

He is makihg about $35 now and in becember will be making
$40,000 as DEA representative ta Interpol, and in effect what
we would be doing is paying what we can pay, they pick up
the difference. '

Mr. Blakey. I might say, if I can say one last thing.
Probably the most difficult facet of what we Are going to do

is facing the CIA and the interwoven and complicated and two

and he works, and we reaiiy'looked for the mést qualified
person ﬁe céuld find to do that kind of international con-
spiracy bureaucratic‘tyPe‘of inVestigaﬁion, and frankly,
Harold comes up as the best guy we could find to do what I
think will probably ‘be ‘the toughest piece' of invéstigative
work we can do.

| But we didn't want to sﬁggest that we hire or work with
a Federal agent until we brought that issue to the Committee's

attention.
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The Chairman. Perhapé it would be good if either one or
both of you would}addréss yourselves to the question of the
individual himself and as to whether you £feel he would have
reticence or any hesitance at all in terms of the conspiracy
aspect.

If he found CIA was.involved,'whht type of reaction woulc
you get from him? |

Mr. Blakey. He would eat them alive.

Mr. Cornwell. I consider the same thiné from my personal

experience with him and the one thing that stands odt in my
mind about him is the repeatéd instances in which he has
shown his inclination and.willingness and ability to: follow
the investigation to investigate wherevgr'it leads, in spite
of and in fact the pressures from his own aggﬁcy over the
years to do the cdntrary. .

As I am sufe all of you are somewhat familiar, DEA has

been occasionally if not frequently criticized, and probably

justifiably so, for a buy and bust type of attitude. Harold

'Leaps has over the years pursued the investigation wherever

it led into the conspiracy fields in spite of the fact that

his‘dwn'superiors have opposed him. So I have nb hesitation

in éaying there wouldn't be any reticence on his part.

The Chairman. How often did he actually work the St.
Louis area while he was Kansas City strike force chief?

Mr. Cornwell. The systeh.we had there was an office

|

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC.

Page 40



2
3
4
z 5
o~
T
a 6
g 7
& g
<
&
< 9
a
s 10
&
E n
a
2 12
g
1)
e
| ]
-
2 14
o3
a
fad
€ 15
g
[ %
€ s
<
-
&
g 18
a
E 19
' .
g 2
21
%‘ 2
23
2
25

39

in St. Louis. Which covered that half of Missouri.f Mr.
Leaps was the special agent in charge in St. Louis during the
years '66 through '68 and thereafter returned to Kansas City

where he was the strike’fofce representative, the repfesenta-

‘tive from DEA to the Kansas City Organized Crime Strike Force

. during the years '70 to '72. We covered the other half of

Missouri plust a number of o;her states.

The Chairman. I see.

Mr. Dodd.

Mr. Dodd. No questions.

The Chairman. Mr. Eithian.

Mr. Fiﬁhian; .NoAqueétions.

The Chaitman, Mr. McKinney.

Mr. McKinney. Has the blunt question ever been:askedr.
whether he worked for the CIA or not? |

Mr. CornwellQ I think the blunt question has not been
asked but I think we have talked around with him on this
subject matter and I know himwell enough where I am quite
éonfident in saying he has not been -an employee of the CIA
but we can certainly.aSk the question bluntly.

Mr. Mékinney. SinCe'Qe are in executive session, I can
say this sort of thing as a Congressman; there are several
reports that sit in this room and reports on this Committee
who sﬁy'never worked for the CIA either and yet I am of the

exact opposite opini-n and just the only thing I would question

- ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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is not your judgment or tﬁe gentleman's hbnor,;havipg been
sent to Pakistan amlan active assistant counsel, thése are the
CIA's most favored subworkers and it is just something I
bring‘up and I would feel a great deal more comfortable if
that question weré asked bluntly and have a blunt answer
received baqk; |

Mr. Blakey. I.caﬁ say pwo things came up. The'question :
was not bluntly asked, frankly Secauee in the context of the
conversation it didnft océur to me. He has been involved in
prosecution of CIA agents for drug traffic, which is wholly
inconsistent with his role as a possiblg'CIA agent.

. Secondly, the question he asked me was before he would

pursing a conspiracy allegation that would deal with a govérn~
meht agéncy such as the FBI or the CIA, and he said if the
inveétigatién takes me there how weli do I stand up, and my
énswer was I wouldn'tlhaQe taken the job if I thought the
Congress wasn't serious about it. |

Mr. McKinney. I don't think it is inconsistent at all.
that CIA'should~pro;ecu£e-anothér one. |

Mr. Blakey. We can ask and indéed ~--

" Mr. McKiﬁheg. I héve‘no objection. We go byryour judg-

ment on the persohnel. I think that is a question I would
like to have asked. Theléehtlemah has traveled to foreign

nations and has worked in American consulates and now has

become a.tepresentafive,to Ihterpol, and my mind works in

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC. - o
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very devious ways after seven years in this town. These
gentlemen have been here a lot longer and they have no objec-

tion so I go with their'judgment and youfs.

The Chairman. Mr. Sawyer.
Mr. Sawyer. No questions..

The Chairman. fou want to'actualiy take --

Mr. Btakey.' I- wanted to'bripg it to yéur attention and
if you-had'sérious reservations about it we would do something
different. if you have no se;ious reservétions about it we
will make an effort tosdetermine whether he has any CIA
connections, and if it is.negativé, and we ére satisfied with
that aﬂswer we will mpﬁe to hire him post haste.

The Chairman. I thhk you can be guided by the response
you received here.

Mr. Blakey. There is one last matter that should be
taken up with the Committee. In connection with the notice
annoucing this meeting I ciréulated a mémdrapdum that had
attached to it a lettér that I received from Robért Coke,
dated October k, 1977, which dealt with the issue of whether
the Departmént of Justicé would;permit thg FBI to do a

security background check on staff members preliminary to a

deciéiqn as to whether théy would have access to classified

As you know, the current memorandum of understanding

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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with the @Department bn éhat score apparently only authorizes
the FBI to do background investigations of the Committee
staff mgmbers, not the personal staff members, and the
letter-?retty much speaks for itseif. ‘The Department says
they caﬁnot do it, and frankly, will not do it unless a new
varrangehenh.is worked out.

I remember the second issue we left at the meeting in
which we set up our security rules to October 15, I think it
ﬁas, where we wou;d'work for awhile without having the
?ersonal staff members of the Committee members having access
to the classified material until now as trial period, then the
matter would be brought'béck up to you.

Well, Ifguess the matter is brought back up to you and
I really await your instructions as to what you want us to"
do. | |

Mr. Fithian. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

I have not been incénvenienced by tQis matter and my
staff member who already has 1400 other things to do is not
at all bfféndéd. I can see, however, when we get down to
about tén.monﬁhs from now, or 11 months from now, in prepara-
tién'fbr the final public hearings, I would want.very much to
have the staff person, my own staff working with me and work-|
ing with whomever of the Committee.

What kind of problem do you foresee at that time?

Mr. Blakey. This has been posed to me by some staff

ALCERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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1 members on Congressman Burke's staff as well, the issue being
2 assuming no staff members have access furing the course of

3 the investigation, what bout staff members at the time of the |

s | final report or final hearings? I think that is a wholly

2 5 differen£ issue. At that‘time, it seems to me the staff

~

é 6 member could play an impértant role in working with you and

g A'7!i frankl}, being the kind df ;ndependent sounding board you

§ 8 need before you make decisions at the end evaluating the

S _ _

: 9 process. Unless somgthing comes to me overnight in the cominq
: 10 weeks it seems to me that is the kind of issue that will be

z ,

g 1 handled at that time by working out soﬁe access and it

Vg 12 | probably would not be ncgésary to, Jiﬁ Wolf, correct me if -

§ 13 I am wrong, without security cléarances, because I think we

§ 14 could do that at that tiﬁe, at the end, makipg any disclosﬁre.
'g 15 authorized disclosure by the Committee to Committée staff

é 14 members for the éurpose of preparing for the final hearings.

: 17 We certainly could éontrol very carefully the nature 6f
g is Aﬁhe disclosure that we think they needed to know in the final
% 19 feport and the full Committee would be aware of what was being
g .20 || disclosed. That seems to.me to be the kin§ of controlled

21 disclosures would not preéent‘the problems that i think might

‘\ E
~
»

be presented by agency trust and even 8ay to day conduct of

23 | the investigation. I hope that answers you.
24 Mr. Fithian. I am not sure it does but it addresses
25 the subject.
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Mr; Dodd. Congressm;n Edgar, I know had a deep interest
in this and I am sorry he isn'é here. I presume he has a
thousand different Ehings'to do. He did have some real con-
cerns about this from a:§orkload sﬁandpoint and I know he
would like to be heard on the thing and I was not in agree-
ment with him the last time we went over this thing and I am
pretty much in the same pdsition; I think there is work‘that
staff can do without necessarily having to get into the
classified area. ‘ i

Mr.<Blakey. That will increasingly be less so. I see

from here on, at least on the Kennedy side, classified being

‘more of what we do touching on the clssified and increasingly

be impossib1e~to separate the tWojout.

Mr. Dodd. Really?

Mr. Blakey. Yes; We are almost in that staée now. It
is true we will have a Warren, we will have the warren'
Commission hearings in Névember, I hope, which will not
involve much classified material..

'Mr..Dodd.7,Yes.

Mr. Blakey. But the ongoing investigation itself I
hopw'is_going to be deep into CIA files, as deep‘with the FBI
files with cléssified information being out and I would think |
that it would be a real problem if staff members were not
clearéd. _we had to worry about who is present and who had

access to what piece at the time. I think we are better

ALDERSCN REPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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"1 | off with the blanket rule.
2 Mr. McKinney. I read your letter, this is one of the
3 problems we are coming up against, it is like a stone wall.

4 Too much other water has .gone over the dam since this morning

g 5 and three different .Committee hearings and a few things on
é 5 | the floor and so on. .Whet is the implication, are they saying
g '7T. they won't do it? |
§ 8 Mr. Biakey.' I think that we will have to really fight
S :
: 9 with them.to-do,a.seeurity inveStigation of a Congressman'e
; 10 | personal staff. |
,g 1" Mr. McKinney. I could only givevyou my knowledge of
g' 12 Senator Weicker's'expdriehce'on the Watergate Committee
§ Isil related to what you have seen trying to hold a meeting here
§ 14 || this afternoon.. I_thini that the average éengressman.sitting’
‘é 15 at this desk isfp:obably expected to read Gone‘Wieh the Wind;
E 18 once and a half ; Qeek, tﬁat is just to keep'track of where
; 17 | the hell we are at;'forféetting the Select Committee on
g fa Assassinatibns.. | |
'g 19 | When the Committee was first established, as the new
§ 20 Chairman will p;obebly remember,. we had a'horrendous fight
21 brewihg on our hanas about whether or not'eech Cemmittee

member shduld'héve,a staff member on the Committee, even if

E‘\Z—;%
»N
»N

23 that staff member were pieked by;the Chief Counsel, S, Y, Z,
24 and we didn't even know the guy -- here, Mr. McKinneyiis
25

your guy. I see us mbving into a real problem area trying
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to close this thing down in time. Mr. Preyer is on so many
other committees that it ié'hard to count and myself and
Mr. Devine, and Chairman Stokes, everyone.

Mr. Blakey. We wiIi be makin§ an effort with Charlie

Matthews to have him see you at least once a week and Charlie

. will be then in the position of knowing everything that is

going on on both King and Kgﬁnédy.

| Mr. McKinney. That is fine and dandy, as I am delighted
Charlie announced himself.briefly, but I am also very well
aware of the fact that I have got a great many doubters sit-
ting over ip the big room. I will have.a lot of doubters
sitting on the thing~writing for the Washington Post and the

Washington Star who think we are a bunch of whirley heads

- anyway, for. their own pérsonal reasons. I think we are going

to géed an area of expertise, so I will only say two things.
I would like to see this fightvgo on, number one, while we
are progressing, Mr. Chairman, not commit ourselves with
having Eo fight thether to see if we gan get them clearances,
but, number two, I think that very seriously as we come to
the end of the thing and they are'going to put a tremendous
burden on'you, lacking that, I think you are goipg to have
to be prepared to almost have someone like Jim or somebody
assigned to every single member of this Committee.

ﬁr. Blakey. When we get down to the end.

Mr. McKinney. Notmally sitting right back there, and

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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I am known for nothaving a committee member sitting behind
me. This is a Select Committee with great eomplications. I

don't know any way I am going to be able to keep on top of

Mr. Blakey. I think when we get down to the public
hearings in the end to hare our staff which fully knows it,
and knows the ins and outs of it, we can begin setting up the
final hearings where spéecific roles and witnesses are assigned
to various members, this staff is your staff in terms of teams
I have no problem with that at all. 1In fact, that is the way
it should be. In fact, this staff is your staff and I don't
think that as a personal ﬁember; your personal staff member
could ever catch up and be fully eonversant with what we are
doing and the depth of what we are.doing in such a way as te B
be helpful to you. |

Mr. McKinnef. Well, my fear is just only as I expressed,
we are never going to catch up, it could become a real problem
because unfortunately‘this Committee will be judged, just as
the issue whether'you take testimpny with or without a
Congressman,'this Committee will be judged on what the Congress
does and how they perform in the final end. I think it is a
real problem, I don't think anybody outside of this job under-|
stands the job. My wife, I have been in this for seven years
and she still doesn't understand it. It is that simple.

It is a job in which we are totally generalists, and the only

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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1 way we can come in with'any specificity is when we have a
2| staff member. I can come across as an expert on loan guaran-
1 tees, only because David Carren, who sits here day-after day

4 behind this table when I .am runniné all over the place.

FE Mr. Blakey. I would hope when we have the final public
~ .
é ¢ | hearings that you will all have a staff of five or six people
g "7 who would fully prépare you and wé hope té sit down as a staff
& g and as a committee and say this is what we think the final
e
: ¢ hearings ought to look like as we prsent it to you‘and we
: 10 would hope you would make an efforﬁ to specialize and then we
s
g 1‘! can in fact fully prepare you. I have to say frankly, if I
g lzl may digresé}‘personéiiy} i was very impressed with the ability
§ 13 of this Committee, first of all, the commitment to attend the
§ 14 Loran Hall méetings. I was surprised to see_éll of us, |
é 15 virtually all of you were there and I was pleasinély surprised
§ 16 at the quality éf the interrogation by the Congressmen, in
E 17 factwsomevof you,_if you.want to work with the staff full |
% is 'time, you may be my guests.
% 19 ’ ‘Mr. Mckinney. The weekends‘are free. There are a lot
g 20 | of us that ﬁight take the opportunity.
21 ‘ Mr. Blakey. So by comparison to the other Body, I have
gﬁ;;%?zz‘ no problems‘with the ahiiity of this Committee to handle its
23 own on our final hearings. If ﬁe set them up right and the
24 preparation is done, tbis Committee will look good.
23 Mr. Saﬁyér. Well, I might say I much prefer frankly what

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC. ‘ |
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1 the Chief Counsel has sugéested. I had sort of visualized thqt
2 at some point in time or maybe several different times, when
3 things began to gel I would have the privilege of sitting

4 down with a group of pedéle that,haa firgt+thand knowledge.

S - I spent the last number of years of my life getting ‘

s | briefed by guys who have aone all the work and I have learned
"7 how to get briefed pretty fgsg, but I like to ask Queétions,
8§ § and if it was filteréd secondhand through a member of my

9 | staff I would have no confidence whatever in the reliability

10 of what I am getting. So I just understood without really

11! ever asking anybndy the'question@ﬂnﬂ:this staff would in

12’ effect be my staff as to fhe extent I wanted to sit down with
13 them and learn what I am talking about and I'think I can do
14 it en fairly fést.order‘and that is the only.wgy I can getiit
15 because‘the questions I would have, the person~I ém dealing
18 with second hand wouldn't knoﬁ the answers to and maybe had
17 not thought to.ask,.and éhat is much thg way I prefer to dé
ia it. I have no need to have m& staff involved.

19 | .The Chairman.. Mr.‘Preyer.

.20 Mr. Preyei. No questions, I feel like Mr. Sawyer on

21 that. I think we all have different ways of approaching

ﬁ 300 7TH STREET, S.W. REPORTERS BUILDING, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20024 (202) S$54-234§

22 | things.
23 The Chairman. Mrs. Burke. .
2 Mrs. Burke. The only thing I was concerned about is if

25 | when we are not available sometimes it would be helpful if we

1
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! ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC.-

DocId: 32262402 Page 51



2
3
4
FA
2
1
w &
g 7
S 3
[ -4
o~
g
a
< 10
g .
= n
]
o1
g
=13
—d
-
-
2
[/+}
[- 4 .
[
€ 15
g
[
% 15
“ 17
s .
g 1
|
;fﬂ
z 19
o~
g 120
21
E’* 22
23
24
25

50

have a staff person who waS*present to report to us. It gets

to be almost I thiﬁk too difficult for a member of the Com-

mittee staff to havé "té run around to our offices and try and|

catch us between votes and all those things to be able to
keep us up to date on things that are happening-

Mr. Blakey. Mr. Maﬁthews.

Mr. Matthews., I don't'm;nd that at all.

Mrs.,ﬁurke. No, it iﬁs&*gets ﬁo be almost such a really
burden, f think.

Mr. Blakey. We have Charlie. I shouldn't say he has
néthing to do. What he has to do is toAlearn what is going
on in our shop and td_maké it available to you full time, and
there is no.way7that any single:member.of'our staff would-~
ever be able to catch up to what he has'bedagse he has nothing

else to do. So I think if you are willing to use him and can

use him he will know morefébout both investigations on all

occasions than any meiiber of our staff could reasonably be'
expected to learn.

The Chairman. Anyghing fuggher -- do you want -~

Mr. Blakey. Unless we hear to the contrary.

The Chairman. I -think you gdt the consensus here. I
don't think thére is any'férmal action that has to be taken.

Mr. Blakey. Letlﬁé féige with you some tentative plans
so théf you can kind of block in but not block in surely for
your caléndars what'is'in our heads. We have, I think we

e

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC.

DocId:32262402 Page 52

]




1
2
3
4.
z 3
5
F-4
a6
P~
g 7
&
§ 8
.N
o 8
a
= 10
[~}
= i
:n
-3
T 12
<
=
=13
-
=
a 14
b,
(%
2 15
[~}
[- 8
fal
€ 15
=
a 17
5
18
&
E 19
€ 20
21
i
~§‘ 22 |
| 23
24
25 '

51

probably need to have one.additional full Committee meeting
before you go home, égsuming you are going home the 27th.

The Chairman.: Yéﬁ“know something we don't know.

Mr; Sawyer. I heard the Minofity Leader address that at
a meeting at 8 o'clock this morning. It ended up he knew
as. much as the rest of ué and was:of the opinion no one else
does.

Mr. Blakey. We should have, assuming the 27th, one more
full Committee meetipg, and I think it would probably be
nekt week sometime, probably Friday morning. The purpose of
it would be to set up a series of immun;ty gugestions. There
are really ihree‘areas’whére we may want to suggesf that to
you. One deals with a matter that Bob Lehner is currently
working on on the King side, dealing with a man named Randf
Rosen. We can mdre'fﬁlly brief you on Mr. Rosen in a moment.

Second is. a. follow up set .of hearings on the Kennedy side
pursuing some of the thiﬁgs that Loran Hall laid out for ﬁs,

including Mr. Trafficante. It seems to me for several

‘reasonS)'SQme of which 'is some billing and having to do with

the Committee’#s'an‘inStitution}'Trafficante is an
outsténding witnesé who has taken the Fifth, we 6ught to « ot
decide what we are géing to do about him. Mr. Hall has
clearly given us leads. pointing towards that Bayo raid and
the péésible involvement in it of the CIA. We should pursue

that.
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Indeed, Gary and I aie over the weekend were worried .-
about whar we would do in this area and we were going up now
ah?investigative plan which tentatively cbntemplates three
days ‘of he;rings‘in~the'last week 6f October, the 25th, 26th

and 27th. So we would have in all the people that are alive

-out of that raid and perhaps some CIA and FBI people. The

exact!names are not finisheq but we certainly should'have that
finished Syfnéxt week and come back to you with some immunity
orders inthat regard.

We also have on the King side one issue of what is
euphamistically cailed close surveillange. . We have an invesg~:
tigator now that we"&6u1d‘like<to;put into a situation of
close surveillance and I want to have to you a memorandum
both 6f facts and law that you will have and opportunity té
read fo;'a little while before next week so yOu’will know V
what is coming. Those two things to be taken up next week,
probably Friday., éontemélating at least three days of
hearingé in the end of October, 25, 26 and 27.

Then in November we Qould like two sets of hearings on
the Warren Commission report, Ndvembef 8, 9, and 10, 15,

16 and 17. |

"Mr. McKinney. One suggestion. The Majority Leader
called and asked me to go on a trip on the 11th of November,
which makes me feel that the Majority Leader and Minority

Leader are leaving on the 1llth of November, which makes me
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feel the 8, 9, and 10 of October would be screamers around

here, I mean November, if we are going to be in session.

Jim Wright and John Rhodes are leaving on a trip on the 1lth. |

It hakés me feel we are going to be in session until the
10th., I £find if yoﬁ try to do anything the last three days
we are in session forget‘it, you might as well pack it in.
If you plan to bringTanyone_in from out of State the last

three daysvanduhdvhere we don't go to bed or do any¥hing.

Mr. Blakey. All I can do is raise it with you tentativel

and your schedule ob?ibusly»controls and blows it out of the
water.

Mr. McKinney: 1 whs'going to suggest the Chairman con-
fer with the'Leadership of the House and fry to get a firmer
idea so we will‘all.be on stronger ground. |

Mr. Blakey. We had tentatively scheduled, that would be
six days én the Warren Commission aﬁd the Institution.

There is a task force currently working on the Warren Commis-
sion as an institution, -and we are identifying the key
personnel in the Warren Commission, primarily the Committee
counsel and some EBI”and>soma‘CIA personnel. We want to come
in ana have them explain to us how they do it, pérticularly
havihg them ekplain tO'ué.under oath candidly how they did
it. And we probably need as many as six days.

Mr. Dodd., Could I maké a'pitch for the 24th and 25th and
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Mr. Blakey. The 24£h;of November is'Thanksgiving.

Mr. Dodd. There goes ﬁhat pitch.

Mr. Blakey. We figured we would do-it the two weeks
before Thanksgiving. |

Mr. Dodd. I meant October.

Mr. Blakey. October?

Mr. Dodd. YOu were talking about those dates.

Mr. Blakey. The 25th is UN Day{ UN Day and Veterans
Day. ; |

Mr. McKinney. "We are off the 24th.

Mr. Dodd. I have the Secretary of»Agriculture coming
up for twd days on ﬁHe ZGEﬁ and 27th'rigﬁt in the District.

Mr. Sawyer. The 15th and isth and 17th of November are

‘absolutely oﬁt~as far as I am concerned.

IDiscussion off the record)
The Chairman. Do you want to have any discussion of the

Committee relative to what we discussed in terms of visita-~

tions of the scened?

Mr. Blakey. Sometime betweenthe time Congress goes out
of session and comes back in January, I would like to see
all members bf the Committee go to Memphis and tb Dallas, and
I can't voqch%yet for Memphis because I haven't been there,
but I just ca:ﬁe bak from Dallas _and .no matter how many
photographs you seé, and no matter how many diagrams you see,

the place is different when you éee it in real life. 1It-is

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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1 closer. The dimensions afe not the same as they appear to
2 be in Sabuto film or all the drawings YOu have seen and
3 whether hg did it or not has a different degree of credibilitﬁ"
4 depending on whether you -stand in fhat window and look down
5 Houston Street and d0wnvElm,_whether you walk frankly where
é he apparently walked. If'is alleged that he walked near his -
.'7 house and where Tripiétt wég shét and the Texas Theafher.
8 I To go there and see iﬁjis to have & different attitude toward
9 | it than to read the books on it, and I really mean sometime
10 in December you people should go, slip out of here quitetly
11 and go, but you should see ballas, and gob will h#ve to tell
12 | me about Memphis; but I think you should see Memphis, too.
13 Mr. Dodd. That might be around after the first of Januayy.
14 | We don't come back unéii almost the end of January depénding

15 upon when we_leave.

REPORTERS BUILDING, WASHINGTON, D.C, 20024 (202) S54-2348

18 Mr. McKinney. The 17th.
17 Mr. Dodd. They are talking about moving that date
18 further up depending upon how long we are in at this end.

19 | That is what I heard ‘the othé: day. .
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.20 | Mr. Blakey. The other thing, when January starts, we

are tentativégy scheduling in our head for January, February,

! and March, April and May, will be hearings all the time, like
23 every single week, and'we’hopé to uSe’the month of December
2 as preparation for these hearings.

25 Mr. Dodd. That is one thing I was hoping to touch on,
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1 talk about dates. I feel.yery strongly about having covering
2 questions that have aiready been pretty much established. I
3 felt thg other day that I probably'could have cut down con-
4 siderably the amount dfvéuestions I asked had I already known
5 an awful lot had been‘covered. That is what I was getting
5 I at a few dgys befoxé, thgt'with the background information
"7 to assist in questioning process, and while the memofandum

'3 was helpful, Bill Triplett, I think, spent four days wigh

$ Loran Hallland probhbly cévered an awful lot of things I can't
10 speak for the other members, but I felt maybe had already been
,IIJ covered, cleared up one way or the othe;.
12 | . Mr. Blakey.- I haie fo say I think we are feeling for a
13 way to do this. |
14 Mr. Dodd. Yes.
15 _ Mr. Blakey. We literally have. The Congres§ has not
18 done this kind of an investigation before and the kind of
17 | role that staff shoﬁld!piay and the kind a Congressman shoﬁld
}a play and the degree to which you people are going to partici-

19 page/ I think we are writing a clean slate. One example of’

ann ITH .S'l'Rl".l'I'l'. S.4. REPORTERS BUILDING, WASHINGTON, D.C, 2n0824 (202) S5h-234§

20 it Bob is going to bring up in a minute, we havé Randy Rosen
21 | on the King side and he is in prison now cn-an u5related
g;;? 22 | charge and the answer For' a prosecutor bringing a person
23 t before a grand jury is gét.a writ of havea corpus ad
24 | testifandum, you go and get it and talk to him, it turns out -

25 | we are not a prosecutor when we go to look to see if we can

.
[
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bring him here?

proceeding and the Federal District courts don't have juris-
diction beyond loo»milés. So technically they have no juris-

diciton over Virginia prisons.

heai:ingé next week, he may be transferred to é prison in Ohio
and it may well be the place to interview him is in Ohio
rather than there, and particularly it makes it more conven-
ient. So I thought there was no problem, bring ﬁim up and
get a writ, until my lawyer tells me that thére is no such

thing as a writ to testify before a Congressional committee.
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get a writ of habeas coféus, it turns out the legal authority
is not there. So that again, what we are trying to do is také
something th;t was designed for the purpose and do something
a little different with;it, and I think that the best I can
ask you to do is bear with us, we will try to in the months '
and wegksnahead to see‘if we can't work this out so we find
the proper and useful role.for the Varibus people. We are
going to have to develop a way to do this.

Mr. Sawyer. Would it be possible to get aUS DAor an ~

assistant from the Justic Department to get it for us and

Mr. Blakey.  The interesting thing is it is a civil
 Mr. McKinney. 'We can all go there.

Mr. Blakey. That is a little more complicated and the

The Chairman. I will work it into my district schedule.

Mr.'Fithian. I just wanted to suggest in*this long

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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1 range scheduling that you'are doing that there would be a

2 tremendous advantage to us as a committee if you zero in on
3 some real key witnesses that you are going to have before the |
4 Committee, if this is.g§ing to fall in that January period.
[ If we could'get some days before the Congress comes back in
s | when we as a Committee céuld come back in and work continuously
‘s | without bells, without_othe; things. I think ifwe have some
8 of those days available, if we come upon those days, then the
9 toughest and most gomplicated witnesses, or whatever, we ought
10 to try to possibly schedule them on those days. So many

1 times a person is doing something that pught to be pursuéd
12 right there and then ndt‘éive them 15 minutes to regroup and
13 the bills'go off and we go off and vote and we come back and
14 the stmosphere hés changed. | |
15 Mr. McKinney. I could agree more. I think éuring the
16 recess if we come to some conclusions there is going to be
17 | enough of us here before.and after the Christmas holidays,.
ia we can make some hay; méke some groﬁnd work on this thing,

19 and I don't seeAany'other-time to do it.

300 7TH STREET, S.Y. REPORTERS BUTILDING, WASHINGTON, D.C, 20024 (202) S5u-2345

20  Mr. Fithian. Or‘reverée it, that is the advantage to us,
21 | to get everything. I don't think that a Congreséional
@i§§§?223 Committee really ought to find itself repeating questions

2 | that'sbmé other members asked 30 minutes ago when you were on
24 | the floor voting or some such thing. 1Is there any way you

25 1 can do that? I have wrestled mentally with this probablem
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_are the three points that have been covere-d. What happened
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in all committees in the three years I have been here. It

is always the same. I will sit there, you have 50 people
from the public flying in éil over the country sitting
arouna, some member will come in a.hour after the hearings =z
are‘qnderway and raise the quesﬁion ﬁhat was:answered clearly
45 minutes ago. It justhdoesn't have any class.

Mr. Blakey.. There are clearly ways.we-can do tﬁat. One
of them is to figure out what the witness's general areas are,
to breqk them down into épecific areas and then to take up
those‘;reas one by one and have the Committee know beforehand
which areas are going to be taken up so~that then the staff
begins a little discussioﬁ on a narrow a?ea and then the staff]
stops. It is set up for you, you will have a briefing memo-
randum before ydu come in outlining the broad areas, and then

which areas are going to be taken up in which order so that

when, if you come in late, because you have‘been at a vote
have gone through areas A, B, C, we are on area D, and these

the other day that was wrong was we went all the way through,
then we wentaback fo'the Commﬁtteem We shduld have gone --
'Mr.:Fithian,. I waSﬂ't criticizing that, I7was thinking
of a ﬁetter way of being?more effective és a committee and
fhinklwhaﬁ'éguahas.snggeéted is really the key to it. If we

can find some days before we take up a session then that is
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all we are doing, Qe can cover more ground and complete more
of our efforts than you.éan stringing it out over eight or
ten weeks of squeezing it in between when the Appropriations
Committee meets or when’fhe Agriculfure Committee is doing
thig or that or we are on the floor.:

The Chairman. Anything further?

Okay.

Mr. McKinney. I was going to suggest tothe Chairman and
Chief Counsel if we can come up wiﬁh anything earlier, we are
suggesting‘dates, the sooner the better. I think it would
be appreciated. I don't plan to go anywhere very far but I
find myself going to Bostén,here and there and all over the
place. ‘ *

Before we loéd'up on that I think it would be nice to haje
dates. |

Mr. Blakey.. I wanted to raise with you the general

dates and I would suspect by the end of next week, if we can

right with you, we can'céme back.with the dates concrete.

The Chairman. Eﬁrnish them to the Committee prior to
that #ime so. they wi11 héve a chance to mull ovef them.

"Mr. Fithian. WhatAother dates are you talking about in
November? |

Mr. Blakey. >Thése.are all the dates. A full Committee

meeting next Friday the 21st, thtee‘days'of hearings in
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