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EXECUTIVE SESSION

THURSDAY, MARCH 17, 1977

U. S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

Washington, D.C.

—-—

The éommittee'met, pursuant ﬁo notice at 10 a.ﬁ; in
Room 2220 Raybﬁrn House Office Building, the ﬁoﬁorable Louis
Stokes (Chairman of ihe Committee),'presiding.

Present. Representatives Stokes (Presiding) Fauntroy,
Burke , podd, Ford, Fithian, Edgar, Devine, Anderson,
Preyar, andiThone.

AT , .

‘Also present. - Richard A. Sprague,Chief Counsel and
Staff Direétor, pr Tannenbaum, .Bob Lehnér,:Stevé Fallis,

Al Lewis, Pat O??, James Wolf, Rebecca Martin, Tom Howorth,
Burt Chadak, Bob Morrison,>?rank Kelly, Polly Brown, Hank Spri
 The Chairman. The meeting will come to order.

'We'é;efétill in exécﬁﬁive session. Supposedly, onlf
Staff are in tﬁe.room.' -

‘Mr. Lehner. That is true;‘

_The Chairmén.5lrhé£e are several matters I thought we
might take up this ﬁéfning. We ﬁay have to adjust the
schedule a bit, becéusé Mr. Fithian is in a ﬁarkpp situation

and has some matters that he wants to bring before the

ing,
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Committee. I told him that we would try to‘adjust to his

schedule, whenever he can get over. -
One of the things that we have to do is to prepare
our report. for Qarch 31 for.the Houée. In that conjunction,
we have neve;dene anything really with respect to the
ordering of the hearings printed, of at léast the‘open
sessions that we have had. |
I guess fromthe beginniﬁg'there has never been any
order to the Court Reporters to prepare anything so we
are really behind in all of that.
~Steven, is that youi‘area?
Mr. Failis; I will take care of.it, if you want.
The Chairman.- I think definitely we have to have

our héarings printed. Then it is up to the Committee

- also to decide if any of the matters related to Executive

Session héérings are to be released publiély also.

Mr. Devine. Mr. Chairman, how far back are yoh'refer -
ring--just sipﬁe you beéamé'Chairman or prior to that
time? | |

Théféhafrmanf I am réally épen for a discussion on
that, Mr. Devine. I donét know how much of what.it-is, I
try to think back of'what we did under ou; previous
Chairmén, whet@er there was anything much to be--

Mr. Devine. I'fbihkiit ﬁas»preliminary discussion rela-

" tive to - adoption of'rules.which waé finalized since you

have been chairman.

DocId:32265556 PFage 4
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The Chairman. Right.

Mr. Devine. So, I am not sure that any useful purpose
would be served in having those printed up because the
final rules of what we adopt are used for legislation of
the legislatiﬁe report,

Do you know, John?

Mr.‘Anderson; NO, I do ot think it would be useful.
It would be just additional expenses to go ahead and
transcribe and print hearings that were inconsequential as
to what they produce. So, I think I would be agreéable to
implementation of what you say, since‘you started your tenure
as Chairman. That would be adequate.

The Chairman.,All'right. Then -are the?e.any matters
you can think of related to sessions that we have had in
Exegutive $ession that we ought to release. I suppose that
matters ip'relation to Mr. Sprague'§ explanétions gesterday
perhaps ought to be prinﬁéé_up, or we can have some dis-
cussio: as to whether this should bé.‘

Mr.~Ed§ar. Mr. Chairmah, is it propér and possible

to have two records made, one from the public sessions

since you have been Chairman, and ‘one from. the Executive

sessions that would be held until we have a careful review

of thos?

The Chairman.’ You mean to have it printed up, Executive
Session printed up, for our purposes.

Mr. Edgar. Yes.

DocId:32265556 Phge 5
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Mr..Devine. I might say, those have a way of getting
out.

The Chairman. Yes.

Mr. Devine. And if they are printed up, of course,
the Governmeﬁt'Printing Office has them. Do you know how
many copieé are run off? .

Mr..Edgar; i do not know what the Security provisions
are.

Mr. Devine. I would imagine we could have thém
transcribed by the Reporter and retained in the custody of
the Chairman-until such time we feel that fnforﬁation can
be released publicly.

Mr Edgar. I‘think we should have.at least, have it
typed up and put together by the recorder.

The Chairman. Well, I would entertain 3{motion
that we do that. |

_Mr. Devine. Mr. Cﬁqirman, I would like to have the
thoﬁghts of counsel oﬁ wﬁether he feels that the information
he géve in:ﬁgecutive Session is of such a nature that it
should or sh&ﬁld not be revealgd pnbiiéiyagttthisztime.

Mr Sprague. Mr. Devine, there are two things I
woui& say. Each of the hearings‘in fact whether public
or in execufiGé seésisﬁ_hAve been transcribed and
are being transcriﬁed;i;nd we haQe the transcribed testi-

mony in our office.~ So that which is from the Executive

DocId: 32265556 ELBHE 6
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arranging for the Printing Officetto print:them up.

to just havg}it published in the news media from here

Sessions is kept under lock and key, the others are there
and available. Both are available, so that everything is
being transcribed when you talk about printing, I think

you are talking about the taking of the transcribed notes and

Mr. Devine. As part of Committee hearings and part
of the Comﬁitteé report are two.different things. The
different hearings there is no conclusion but the'
Committee report contains them.

Mr. Sprague. I do not see from the hearings the
public héarihés accept from the printing of rules which we
have gotten printed upiand which will be distributed, what
else iis to be printed from that. |

The Executive Sessions, and I am haépy for the notes
from the heariﬁg yesterday that we had, I am happy for
that to be available to whomsoevexr fhis Committee wants to
have that available to. :i”do not thipk it is a matter
just.fbr général dissémiﬁation, unless:the Committee wants
to there. h

it seems tb me'this was available more for the Committee
puréoées should qﬁestidns then'arise'but I have no
feelings one ﬁhy oilthéotﬁer about it.

Mr.Devine. ﬁr.‘éhairman,.i;think from the standpoint

of Mr. Sprague, that he is entitled to be vindicated




. 6
1 at some time in the future on the charges having been made

(‘ ' 2 by our previous Chairman but I am afraid if those are printed

3 up and made available to the public; that that is. what will

(1.' 4 hit the headlines,again it reopens the wounds and I do not
5| think that we are prepared to meet that at this particular
6 time.
7 I think after we are reconstituted, qssuming that hap-
8 pens, why thém ﬁhat is adequate time for the answéré to
9 be given to the charges made actually unless you feel
10 some usgful purpose would be served in trying to do it
.n to the conf:gntation we afe going'to'have with-the House
12 || one of these days under the Rules Committee.
13 The Chairman. Well, éctuélly, I agree with you. I
(f!' 14 was concerned becauﬁé Mr. McKinney had warned us to have
15 this done'in Executi§e Session and a couple of other members

16 had too, so tihatatheyccould then be sent to the other

7 members'dr some of the other members and someone even
Aﬂja mentioned putting it into‘;he Congréséioqal Record.
19 . I think, putting it in the Cohgressional record even
20 has tﬁe sémé;jvery same sitﬁatiop about it in terms of

21 the news media grabbing.that and getting back off wherg we

22 now have them.

2 - The Chairman .. Mr. Edgar.

(:} | 23 . Mr. Edgax;n.Mr;'Chairman.
™ 25 ' Mr. Edgar. If they are trasncribed and typed out which

O

DocId:32265556 Page 8
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I assume they will be in another 24 hours or-so, couldn'f
they be circﬁlated to all the members of our Committee and
then at some point in the future some sections of them @ay
be necesséry to‘share with others in case there is a
question arouné:reconstitution timé, but as for now, we
would just keép them within the confines of this Committee.

I think they ought to be circulated to those members
who were not.pfésént,who have some Questions;who may want to
take a look at the data that was provided yesterday by
Mr. Sprague.

Mr. sﬁfpgue. My théuéht is théﬁ a copy of them should
be available to be with each member of this Committee for
whateyéf purpose that mémﬁer maf then want to use it
because it was reaii& éo that if questions exist in your
minds or-if people are asking you questions,:at’least
you have the information as I state it to‘be to respond and
I am hapéy to have, for éaéh of you, to have a copy of ' .
that for your own purposeé:' ,

- The Chairman. Does that satisfy‘éveryone then.

'Mr.’Dééine.-That is fiﬁe with me.

The chaifman. Then,ﬁr. Sérague, in fegard to‘the

hearings so that we have a clear understanding on that,

ordinarily when a committee goes to the floor with any type

of reportiaccompanying{that report of course there are

" the printed hearings'that have been conducted by that

Committee, that is what I had in mind in terms of at

DocId: 32265556 PFPhge 9
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at 1east my assumption of the Chair that we would have all

.that printed up as hearings of the Committee, wzth the

exclusion of course of anything that is in Executive Session
unless we thought there was something in the Executive
Session that should be released at that time.
Apparently there is nothing that anyonevcan think of
Mr. DeVine.‘ I have not thought much about what we
have done in Executive Session, is there anything that anyone
feels should be brought out? \

' Mrw Edgar, Well, I think,that whatever is sent to the

"House Floor has to be on the issues of the two assassinations=
-problems and I think yesterday s record of the pleading of

the 5th is an important thing toi*have . available and at an

appropriate time when we send over a report to have the
public record of that hdaring make some sense, - I do not

know what the choreography”of that‘is when that takes place.

_There may be two or three other public hearings that we may

have next week. I do not know what the plans are, that

may be included in that. Of course, wzth pleading the Sth

you do not have many pages of testimony but whatever we

. can share with the House puliicly to gustify our existence,

I think’ is important to get beyond the March 30 deadline.

The Chairman.; Yes, I think that is very important.

“All right,,we.willﬂthen see--because none of the members_

have even had a chance to correct any of the transcribed

DocId:32265556 Pdge 10




testimony before it does go to the printer, so that has

-CSI' -{2 - to be done Also. So, if you will proceed to have that_
| 3 ‘ done, I would apprec1ate it. . o
C’ 4 . Mr. Sprague. Yes sir, Mr. Chairman.
5 | | Mr. Edgar. Mr. Chairman, do we need any action.;
6 on Mr Preyer s proposed budget? - | ﬁ
7l | The Chairman. Yes. |
.,a - I talked to him regarding that this morning. ﬁe had
9 "a markup in another Committee, also, said he would be .

10 | here as soon as he could get here but I had hoped that we

21N ,“would be able to go ahead and take final action on that.

12 Mr. Ford- Do we have any preliminary work at this
’ .13 pOint on- the budget? .
L 14 '.The Chairman. No, Mr. Ford, 1 think it is a matter of

15 his report in Executive Session prior to any release of

lé it in a public ‘session. |

A7 ' Mrx, Edgar. Here is a copy (handing)
.18 T ':Mr--?ord; I did not have a copy.

19 ;_51 The. Chairman. It 15 still in Executive Session and

20 ‘not to be released publicly because we have not yet sat
21 with Mr. Thompson., . | AN _

| 22 . A“I talked to.Mr."éreyer'thisfmorning about sitting
y23 w1th him on it: as we did with Mr._Dent in getting his

.24 concurrence in it, and the procedure that we adopted was

.25 that we will not release any information to the public

DocId: 32265556 Pdle 11
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until such time as we have had the consent 6f both chairmen
from the House AdminiStration. o

I want to lay before the Committee two letters that

we received from Mr Kenneth Bruton, Jr. which I think |

should be brought to the attention of the Committee along ‘

w1th the reply that has been prepared by Mr. Sprague.
May we have the Clerk read this correspondence.
Ms; Martin. "The Honorable Louis Stokes, Chairman,'
House Select Committee on Assassinations, u. s House of

Representatives, Washington, D.C. Letter dated March 8.

- "Dear Mr Chairman.

“I submit herewith my res1gnation from ‘the Staff of .
the House Select Committee on Assassinations effect this -

date or at such time hereafter -as the members of the Select

Committee shall aetermine as fair and equitable.‘ I resign

as a matter of prov1nce and not out of the belief that
the investigation should not be continued by some appropriate

body.- The attention of the Select Committee is directed

to the fact that on or about January 11 1977, while

N $

acting in his capacmty as Chief Counsel and Staff Director,

Richard A. Sprague represented to the Staff during the

.course of the Staff meeting that if certain Staff members

were to accept a 35 percent reduction in pay, that

: he, Sprague, would see that such staff members were

reimbursed the fulluamount of the decrease in pay.

DocId:32265556 Phge 12
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. 11
"In justifiable reliance upon the representations of

your agent, I tend to render profeseional services to the
Houae Select Committee which accepted such services. I-
understand that -there is an admission of Mr. Sprague's
represeatatioh invthe record of the Committee proceedings
for Monday, March 6, 1977.

"I bring.this‘matter to your attenion so the
Committee, while a duly constituted legal body, may take
approprite saction to restore the pay reductions for
January and February of'1977.

"Of course if the matter can oe resolved equitably
then litigation may be avoided. Also enclosed herewith
are copies of telephone4bills which I incurreq.while per-
forming official duties as acting Staff Difector and
Chief Counsel under the former Staff Henry P. Gonzales. I
trust thie voucher will be'issﬁegfpromptlyweo I'will be
reimbureed for my actual.eépenses. I shall look forward to
hearing from you as to tﬁe matter‘of the‘restoration of
the January and February, 1977 reduction in my pay so that
I may take appropriate action. I appreciate having had
an opportunity to serve on the Staff of the Select Committee.

'f'"With kind- regards, I am Kenneth E. Bruton, Jr."
"Encloeed'telephone'hills for official~ calls.”
| Mr. Ford. ~What_a're they--wﬁat is the amount?

Mr. Howorth. About. $40.00.

DocId:32265556 Page 13
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The second letter dated March 10.

"The Honorable Louis Stokes, Chairman, House Select
Committee on Aésassinations, u.s. Hbuse of Pepresentatives,
Washingtoﬁ, D.C.

"Dear Mr. Chairman.

"Enclosed herewith is a copy of a letter which was

-mailed to my former law firm in Gainesville, Florida, on

Monday, March 7 1977 and which ﬁas received on Wednesday,
Mafch 9, 1977, at 2 o'clock p.m.

"On Tuesday, March 8, 1977- immediately following
the acceptance by the Houée of Représentativés of Chairman
Gonzales'_resignation, I mailed you my formal resignation

from the Staff of the Select Committee, a éopy of which is

also enctosed.

'“On.Suhday, March 6, 1977, having completed my final
repofts t; former Chairman Gonzales, I mo#ed.all of my poé-
séésions.f£0m my partmepf and flew to Florida.

"A number of pebplédinVWashingtoﬁ knew I was léaving

Washingtod'énd resignihg from the Committee. I was not

- going to tender my formal resignatioﬂ until such time as

the House accepted the resignation of Mr. Gonzales, for to

do so would leave Mr. Gonzéles without counsel. Sinée_I had

decided to resign imﬁédiafely upon the acceptance by
the House of the regisnation of Mr. Gonzales, I saw no
reason to stay in Washington where the Committge was to

hold a meeting as my presence at that point would simply

DocId: 32265556 PHge 14
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provoke unnecessary confrontation.

"On Wednesday, March 9, 1977, at 12:15 p.m. I learned

from Congressman Gonzales' office that the Select. Committee

held a special meeting on Tuesday, March 8, 1977; for :the
sole purpose of firing me, notwithstanding the fact that
my resignation was already in‘.the mail to.you aﬁd thét the

letter which I received on March 9 directed me to report

to the Committee offices that same day. It is implicit

in Mr. Lewis' . letter that since I was not in the Staff
offices since Febrﬁary 9, 1977, that i was not performing
dﬁties for the Select Comﬁittee. |

"Enclosed for your informationis a copy of a telegram
which I received from former Ch#irman éonzales on February 11/
1977. As you are no.éoﬁbt aware, both at the request of
former Chairman Gonzales as well as Congressman Richardson
Preyer, ééhgressman Walter‘Fauntroy and C;ngressman Christo—
fer Dodd; I did not go to the Committee Staff Offices so as
to<g6t'Eauée,ﬁnecessary.cbgfrontationsﬂ However, I

enclose herewith copies of correspondence between.myself

and Richard'éﬁfague and Majority.Leader Wright relating to

my continuing efforts tO'resoléejsome of the problems con-

fronting the Select Committee. o
"I bring this chronology to your attention as well
as the copies of documents which ‘I Have enclosed because I

can only construeiihé calling of a special meeting to "fire"
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me as a vindictive att on the part of Mr. Sprague who

could have determined from a number of sources that I

had already returned to Florida and'intended to submit

a formal writtep resignation as I, in fact, did.
”Accordinély, I will appfeciﬁte it if you will advise

me as to the following: (a) whether a meeting of ‘the

Select Committee was held on Tuesday March 8 1977'and if so,

was that meeﬁing held in compliance with the rules of the

House and the rules of the Select Committee and what

official action was taken?

“(b)_.The position of the Committee as to whether my

resignation is accepted or whethér-Eswas "fired" and the

effective date of the accéptance-of my resignation or my
"firing". I shall-léok forﬁard to hearing fr;m you. You
may feel free to call me at my home in'Florida 940-372~-8021
should yoﬁ wish fo-discﬁéshthis matter pefsonally.
fwith kindest regards, I am sincernly
. "Renneth E. Bruton, Jr.;
The Chairman. O.K. |
A‘Is ﬁhefé*any discuési;n regarding those letters or
any comments tﬁat the'members'ﬁave?
i.-Mr.'Ford. Was he fired, Mr. Chaifman, or his
resignation accepted? - “

The Chairman.'ém a meeting that was called as I recall

the same day that I was appointed Chairman, we met in my

16
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office. It was braught to my attention at that time o
to the Committee's attention at that time by Mr. Sprague
that both Mr. Bruton and a lady whose name I do mt now recall
had not worked since the llth day of February, I believe,
and foa thaa;reason we were asked to terminate aheir'services

And the Committee at that time took a coursa'of actlon
and we sent our coirespondence out-that day notifying both
persons as I recall it that their services were terminated.

Mr. Ford. I mean, did we accept the letter of resig-
nation? |

The Chairman. That hadnot at that time come in.

I think there is a date on that letter.

Mr. Ford. I.wasaat that meeting.thaa day, Mr. Chairman
I do not recall that, probably--maybe I léftr- dut of the
office bug‘I do not recall our taking up any business
on whether we should relieve him, fire him or acéept his
resignation.

Mr.'Dodd. Oﬁ, fea.we took that;}

The Chairman. Yes, Mr;lSprague brought it to our
attention and &e took action formally. |

Mr. Devine. Mr. Chairman, I think one glaring error

in the allegations is the fact that a meeting was called

for the sole and spegificlpurpose~of firing him. That

was not the purpose’of{the meetiﬁg being callad, it was

|

our first organizational meeting which, after your having

DocId:32265556 Pdge 17
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‘at the session that we had previously;, there was not a

_of their ﬁéy;fputAback in for an interim period until they

_ ‘ . 16
been named chairman, we took up a number of things and that

was actually incidental if I recall.

The Chairman. One of the itemé og:the agenda,
yes.

Mr. Devihé. Yes.

Mr. Anderson. What about his charge that he was promised
a 35 percent pay cutj that it would be réstored?.'

Mr. Spfagﬁé. Mr. Chairman, we prepared for the
Chairman, Mr. Stokes' response to the first letter. This is
the first I have heard of the second letter. |

With regard to that statement, as I believe I said

promise that a pay cut'in'fact would be restored.

What I said tﬁjﬁhe Staff, at the initiai Staff meeting
and what I also said to this committee vhen I was.asked
the queséibn’aﬁout it by Mrs. Burke, was.éhat what I advised
the STaff was that I wouid'use my best efforts to gee'that
those that were én the Stgff when we wQu;ﬁ get our new budget

would then have the amount of mone§ that had been taken out

were madé wholé again. There was never an.assurancé that
they woulé get that, aqd’secondly part of what was the
condition was_that they still be_on the STaff when we
were recreated ana:héd,éuf new budget.

And that is étated in the pioposed response by the
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Chairman.

Mr. Deyine. Is that your proposed response?

TheyChairman. Now, we haye a proposed respohse to
the first letter.

The second letter has just come in a few days ago into
my office. Mr: Sprague has not seen that yet. The Clerk
can read this‘proposed reply to the first letter.

Ms. Martih. Letter dated March 16 1977.

"Mr. Kenneth E. Bruton, Jr.,

"3301 Northwest 27th Terrace, .

R
- "Gainesville, Florida, 32605."
"Dear Mr. Bruton.

"I am in receipt of your letter of March 8, 1977,
submitting your resignation from the Staff of the Select
Committee_on Assassinations and yoor request for reimburse-
ment for certain phone calls and restoratioh of the pay
reductions you agree to for January and_Eebruary of 1977.

"Your resignat;on of course, was obviated by the
action of the Select Committee on March 8 1977 termlnating

your employment with the Committee's staff. The Committee

will reimburse you for any phone calls made in pursuit of

Committee business. Before any vouchers are processed,

it will be. necessary for you to submit to me the names of

- -persons you called.and a brief statement of the subject

matter of each call for which you desire reimbursement.

"In our view, however, you have no valid claim for

DocId:32265556 Page 19
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réstoration of your voluntary pay reduction for January and
February 0£11977. |

"Sincerely, Louis Stokes; Chairman. "

The Chairman. ~Approximately how much money are we
talking aboué in terms of this claim?

Mr. chqrth. About $2300.

The Chairman. About $2300.

Mr. Howorth. Through March 8.

The Chairman. Are there any questions or comments?

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Ch;irman, may I also bring to your
attention that other'people have left our staff voluntarily

and as to them as we11< they have been advised that anyhody

leaving the Staff prior to recreation and the getting of

a new budget, if we get that, does pat geﬁ any of that pay
differential back;

So the people leaving know that that Qame rule applies
to them as well. | -

So, I'ﬁant the Committee to be aware that there is

nothing being done aimed at Mr. Bruton that is any different

than ahybody eise; |

The’Chairmén; Mr;'Dodd.

'Mr. Dodd. M:.,Qhai¥man,'just in response, I apologize
for arriving i;te.: ‘fhe‘March 10 letter addressed to you.-
from Mr. Bruton infwhi?h he lafs.out the chronology of

events and so forth following his activities, I would like
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the recordvto reflect that when he points out at the bottom
of the first page of his letter”as you are aware and,Con-
gressmen Preyér and Fauntroy and myself, the reason he -
didn't go to the Committee office was not to avoid unnec-
essary confréntations, that was a request that was made by
mysélf and Congressman Preyer and Fauntroy, over éﬁe weekénd
which Mr. Sprague Qas notified that his services were no
longer needed by Mr. Gonzales, it was our opinion fhat
particular time given the heat of the situation, it was

probably advisable to stay away from the office for a

period of time in order to prevent the exacerbation that

could occur:with his presence there. It was not inferred
that he should stay awayhforever. I think it.was made clear

two or three times within the first day or two of the

.followingAyeek;

Mr. Ford. . What aate are we talk#ng about?
‘ Mﬁ. Dodd. The datééﬂof that, what was that, Thursday,
ﬁhe aate of that Thurédéf that we.recéivéd that.
Mr. Spfague. I think it was aﬁout on the 10th.
Mr. Déd&l 10th or. llth of Febrﬁary, |
Mr. Howorth; 10th of February.
Mr. .Dodd. That waé En a Thur#day and then the Con-
gressional,feééss;bvéf};hét weekend\the following Monday
Mr. B:uton came back éb ﬁashingtép but remaiﬁed in his

apartment rather than go down to the offices but it was
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never our intention at least certainly not mine that he -

should remain away from:the offices indefinitely, it was
just during that heated period I just wanted the record to
reflect that. That allegation.

The Ch;irﬁan. Right. I think that is good to have
in the record.

Mr. Ford. Mr. Chairman.

The Chairman. Mr. Ford.

Mr. Ford. I am wondering whether or not-=he was

under the impression that he was working for the Chairman

Gonzales at that timef-whéther or not he had that impression,

-

4that he was to work out of his house or work out of

Mr. Gonzaltes' office or whathha&eeyou, whether or not we
should reconsider 6&: &ction maybe and accept‘his resigna-
tion. I am no;lconcerned about the 30 or 35 percent reduc-
tion he récei§ed or Qhether he should be.cqmpensated for
that any more than we compensate.éthers who resigned
voluntarily, that we haféféoﬁcome.back and do the same
thing. but if we are talking about March 8, thé letter of
March 8 and §é=are‘thinkihé“in“térmS'of this man is gone
now from the Sﬁaff; why couldnig we just accept ﬁié,
resignation becau;évweLall'know that we hﬁd some problems
with £he,you kpoﬁ}'the;Staff'in this Committee, with

the Chairman of tﬁ#é-qQﬁﬁittee aﬁ‘léast and certain staff

people.
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‘T just do not think that we ought to penalize a
person and discharge him from the Staff when at the
same time hehas shown a good-faithuindication of his
intent there toﬂresigﬂ, why don't we just accept it and
call him and pay him the $40 forhis phone bills if he can
justify them and get it over with?

The éhairman; Any comments?

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Chairman; it does not make any

difference to me, as long as he is not here.

Mr. Ford. Well, that is a knewn fact now, though.

The Chairman. Well, we did send a letter to him in
which we said "you are terminated as of thi date."
in order to give cons;detetion to what you ate-r

Mr. Ford. You see, we can address this letter, Mr.
Chairman, we could address it to him March 8, we met on
Marcﬁ 8, is.that'correct, in your/ioffice?

" The Chairman. I think it was the 8th, wasn't it?

Mr. Sprague.:'-I do not know. |

Mr. Ford And can we just address it to his letter
addressed March 9 and the Committee would accept his resig-
ation.

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Chairman.

The Chairmah._ Mr;'Spsagte.

Mr. Sptague. May I suggest that maybe a response to

hlm might be that after reviewing that claim that

age 23
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i he is making, it is the opinion of the Committee that he

O 2 does not have a valid claim in terms of the salary,

3 but in the interest of trying to be accommodating, that'if

C. 4 | he will,lét us say, sign a release' as to all such claims, the
5 Committee might‘ perhaps be willing to reconsider the action
3 of the dismissél and accept the resignation as 6f “fhait date,
7 couched in ianguage that would be approprigte.
8 Mr. De;rine-; It would have t6 be carefully worded becauge

9 we do not want to hold it up like a bribe.

10 Mr Sprague. That is correct.
mn Mr. Devine. We want.:. the recofd to reflect a resignation
12 .rathe: than fir.ing in order that you drop your claim.
,. _ 13 Mr. Edgar. I think that perhaps legal }anguage sounds

14 appropriate but I thiﬁk as a matter of fact it wouId-be

15 looked upon pg him as another act of aggression om our

16 part towafa him and I.think that what Mr.:Ford is suggesting
J7 . is that'ﬁe just resolve the matter as quietly as possible,
18 and in fact he was fired‘&g the same day he wrote the letter
19 of resignation, I think, or very c&éseAto that} and it was

20 a matter ofc'_ tﬁat_ letter being in the mail and I think,

2 jusﬁ a brief néte to him sayixig', we are n;:w in receipt
‘ 2 of your letter of_rééigpation ‘and in recéipt of your
C 23 ~ second letter,:.we~fee’1’vthvat.:ty;>ur compensation is not
2 justified,. 35 percgn£ ,@:l’aim, but ‘we do, however, feel that
. \‘). 25 " we can at ﬁhis tj.mé acceg:t.your.resigﬁation;rasr—opposéd:.to
DocId: 32265556 Page 24
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an action of dismissal on our part.

Mr.'Spragues Can I suggest, Mr. Chairman, that some-
thing along'that line would be fine; but instead of making
it defini£ie aﬁtthis moment, you allow us. an opportunity to
check with the House what is the effect of notice of
dismissal and the papers having been processed ﬁhfouéh and
then the desire go handle it on this basis. I would not
want to put this Committee in aﬁy position of certain action
having been taken.

Mr. Dodd. Mr. Chairman, I was going to make that
suggestion.aéfwéll. I do not know if there ié any legal

distinction;tb be made‘between‘a'firing and resignation in

‘terms of putting us in a compromising situétiqn. I would

suggest that we submit it to counsel for determination.

Mr. Sprague. There:is: no réason~WE\cannot have it by

. Monday.

Mr. Ford. Mr. Chairmany we are talking about action

. dnuMonday; Now March 8 was the'termihation date, I §uess

it was sent tO'the‘CIerk'szoffice,right?

‘We-afétﬁﬁst'saying now the'Committee is taking

- action since we received the letter of resignation,

we will accept the resignation.
Mr. Edgar. _Iﬁfié.sﬁill a dismissal, -’
Mr;Fordi It is still a dismissal but just saying,

for his record that we will accept his resignation.
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Mr. Dodd. I fully agree with you. I juét wantto "°
make sure that we did take a formal vote in thét meeting
to fire him, that was a formal action by the Committee. I
just do‘npt know if we can rescind that,accepting a letter
of resiénatién if we do that, what are the terms of any
resignation any potential legal action--

I would just‘like to make sure, nowylthat we are
covered, we are not doing something in this case that
will complicate the thing.

The Chairman.' Mr. Fithian.

Mr. Fitﬁian. Mr. Chairman, wouid a motion be helpful
to hovgéthat,contingent.upon the proper adm?nistrative clear-
ance from the House Administration Committé;,jthat the .
Committee could mbvé to rescind its actioﬁ of dismissal?

The Chairman. I think that wéuld be a proper motion.
Did you hear'the motion before? |

| Mr. Ford. Yes, I'éid. Waitla minute. No, repeat it
again. o | B

'imrf f;thian. I ﬁas juét sugges;ing that we might
move;to, continge#t upon the approval.and.administrative
clc_éarance af the ﬁouse Adinipistration Committee, that we move
to réscind the Committeé's vote of dismissal.

Mr..Ed§a§3 I seébna.that motion.

The éhairman.: OjK.so it h;é been moved and seconded

that, contingent upon this further clarification, that
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1 this Committee moves to rescind its previous action regard-
Q 2 ing Mr. Bruton.

3 Ready for the question?

All those in favor, say "ayé."

o

5 Chorus -of "ayes."

3 - The Chairman. Opposed "No."
7 ' (No response.)
8 The Chairman. The motion is carried unanimously and

9 so ordered. Follow through on that.

- 10 ~ There are several other matters we have to take up.
.n We have one problem, the House goes in session at 11,and in |
12 the event that we are going'.to be in session, once
/_’ .13 the House goes into the 5-minute rule s We Wil]: have to Rve
- 14 the permssion from the House, thch means ‘I will have
18 to go over and make that request.
16 , Mr. Ford. We do not want to get called on that,. you
a7 know, people might objeot' to the assassinations Committee meet-
.18 | ing. | )
19 | .- Mr. Devine. Can we conclude what we will have vto do?
20 | . The Cha,i:‘:man‘. So what we will do is jdst get started

21 | and I can go over and get that at 11.

2 Mr. Ford. Before we continue on, ﬁr. Chairman, can
d ' 23 I ask a quest:.on about what time are we going to meet
4 l 'Monday or have you set a meet:.ng ‘for Monday?
C). 25 l": The Chairman._ I do not beli;ve we have set one, have
| we?- |
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Mr. Sprague. Well, under the rules, we list it for

2 every Monday and Tuesday.
3 The Chairman. Every Monday, Tuesday and Thursday at
4 10 a.m. |
5 Mr. Ford. Will there be a meeting called for Monday?
é The Chairman. Well, it wouid depend upon, I fhink, some
7 of the things that come out.here today as to whether or not
8 there is going to be # necessit§ for one on Monday.
9 So, you know, I cannot say at this time.
10 Mr Spfague. Mr. Chairman.
.n The Chairman. Mr. Sprague.
12 © Mr. Sprague. The thing that I wou XH urge.you as soon
- 13 as there is a feeling that the Budget matteﬁs can be repdrted

14 out prbperiy; that we do that as quickly as possible so
18 that we can get'moving, and the new resolution which I hope
16 you could take up today, that perhaps then being r;ported
7 out at a ﬁublic session, so that then that could start

18 moving its way through the appropriaté Committees of the Housé.
19 The Chgirman; Hopefully, I was ﬁoping that we might
20 in terms of tﬁe Budget, be.able to enéompass it in some

21 type of a.heafiné Qhere'it is.not the sole item.

2 'I do not think that we dught to let the media to

23 just focus.in'on budge£ tﬁat day but would rather see it
.24 || sandwiched in with something else so that, ambng other

25 matters taken up that day is not-just the-budget. If we
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give them just the budget, they will go wild on that.

But the next item I wanted us.to get into was the
matterzof the resolution snd where we are nn that.

Mr. Edgar. Mr. Chairman.

The¢hairman. I will get to you in just a minute.
We have aiready taken up the matter of the prepared
record of hearings'and so forth before you arrived.

Mr .Edgar. |

Mr. Edgar. Mr. Chairmvan,‘let me just speak for
a mnment about the Budget request and the preliminary budget
request that is here. It seems to me that we ought not to
be too worried about having a meeting that solely would
focus on the‘budget because it seems to me‘the budget is.
one issue of perhaps three major issues that is in contention
in the”House. If:mightibe helpful if, in fact, on Monday
or Tuesday of next week a public meeting were held at
which time the s¥aff would review the program to date .
of the two investigations, looking into Dr. King and Mr.
Kennedy's death And the proposed ﬁirection of
those investigations over  the new few months and that, as par
of that agenda of" specifie perhaps skeleton outline of
the two 1nvestigatlons and bringing everybody up to date,

we mlght suggest that one of the issues that must be

'conszdered for the reconstitutlon is the issue of the

bueget. At that pointm Mr. Preyer could be recognlzed to

present the budget process and we could go through it

Lge 29



R27

10

nf

12

13

14
15
16
7
18
19
.20

21

23

24

25

21
item by item and indicate through a dialog our pleasure
at the fact that the budget is not as high as it was
suggested publicly in December and although we feel that

this is not as adequate maybe for the two investigations,

we think it will get us through the next year, fiscal

year. We could look at perhaps the language of the resolu-
tion. And then maybe at the end of that meeting focus in

on some element of either the Kennedy or the King assassina-

 tion that could be held at a public setting. I think

what'you would get from that is press similar to the press ‘
we got yesterday; that the Committee is serions, that |
it is about its process, it is not simply hung dp on
internal problems, but in fact it is 1ooking to its recon-
stitution.

Not just to reconstitute it for the sake of recon-

"~ stitution, but in light of the Committee's work todate on

the investigations. And perhaps at that public meeting,
Mr. Tannenbaum and Mr. Lehner-could oﬁtline; just in a skele-
tal way, tne‘things that are possible to make public and
not revealing anything that we feel is sensitive at this

point. but I think, if we do not cloak it in that kind

- of a direction, we are going to run the risk of you know,

saying we are redueingltheibudget for the sake of reducing

the budget which I think wonld be wrong, or we:rare;~you

know, trying to slip something past. I tnink the public is
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very interested in both investigations.
And I think iﬁethedﬁedia istinterested th-»that and
we could have that four-part agenda, skeleton review of
where we are on the Kennedy and King Assassinations,
response to that, the resolution for reeonstiturion,.
connected with the discussion of the’budget and finally

some specific focus on some specific piece of evidence

" or form that is now being pursued to try to clarify it,

perhaps around our pursuit of that yeéterdoy and around
some other matter.

Mr. Dodd. Would the gentleman yield.

Mr. Edgar. Icyield.

Mr. Dodd. I think it is a good-proposal and: the
oniy caveat I would express.would have to do with the
Budget proposal in addition to our own caveat and that is
to make sure we do not reveal things that WOuld, in any Qay,
jeopardize the investigation I feel that our first purpose
in this process of reconstitution hao to be with -
the leadership of the House. i

I include in that number the rules Committee, with'whic
I am deeply concerned ihoterms of the closeness of the vote
if we do not have the kind of éupport I think we.are
going to have to- have among the leadership itself and
rather than going public with even a discussion of that

budget prior to our opportunity or an opportunity todiscuss,
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_ no problems with then_hnd having them made public and perhaps

29
that with the leadership to make sure that we have no prob-
lems with théﬁ. |

I would hope that we might defer that discussion.a.
say and I would hope we could afrange a meeting, Mr. Chairman,
with 1éadership agd I can say firsthand, that the Rules
Committee is very much interested in having an exeéutive

session with this committee or the leadership of this

Mr. Edgar. Suppose that were to occur on Monday or-
Tuesaay and the meeting I_aﬁ suggesting would occur on
Wedndsday? . |

Mr. Dodd. Fine,that_is perfect.

Mr. Edgar. At,leaét, give you.the,chbréography of hav-
ing briefed the leadership having éresentéd to the Rules
Comﬁitteevgnd having presented publicly Eefore our Committee
that pub;ic information getting to the press and,
perhaps your "Dear Colleague" letter arriving on Thursday
of next week out' toevery member of tﬁé Congress indicaging
what the néw.budget‘is and urging suppért for reconstitution
cosigned bxtég‘ﬁahy members»of‘oﬁrvSeiect_Cbmmittegvas'
possible. | |

vnr. Dodd. I agree-with thﬁt, I think. I want

to be sure;of’bur{iegdérship and I want to be sure

have concerns withqthem and get into that adversary
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relationship.

The Chairman. Mr. Fithian.
Mr. Fithian. I only have one concern. I agree with

the thrust of what is going on. I am not sure,Mr. Edgar,

that that sort meeting is all going to fit into one session.

It depends if we can get the skeleton of where we are
down to 15 or 20 minutes or 30 minutes at the outside for
each investigation, it is still going to squeeze us to get
it in and have any rational discusgion of the needs of the
investigation to go beyond that skeleton of where we are
now and the ygdget support that would be required to fulfill
those needs. |

We may well get ifato morehthan a day}’perhaps not. -

Mr. Edgar. Wiil the gentleman yield.

Mr. Fithian. Be glad to. ‘

Mr;'Edgar. I think it could be done in a two-hour
sitging.: I think if we locked oﬁrselves in from 10 to

12 next Wednesday, we could sﬁend the first 45 minutes

getting briefs in public on the investigations todate

by the two chiéf investigators of each of the things, and

' perhaps a suggésﬁion of some of the thingé we want to

bring forward.
Theferare those that we may want to bring in in

the future. I know_éhgre are some other things that are

" beginning to boil that perhaps could be shared and then

at a quarter of 11 indicate that you know in order for
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this investigation to pursue, we need to move to its recon-

stitution, that is only a week afte; we have our publiq
meeting. The language of that reconstitution could be shared _
and a5 part of that would be the budget requests.
Mr. Preyer gould be recognized by ten mingtes to 11,
five minutes to 11, indicating the task group‘s réport on
the budget in lighf of the investigative needs that have just
been revealed that get the focus 6# the investigation
needs and leads ;nd then on the bgdget.
Discués that until 11:30 and then the final
half'ﬁour of the public session focusing in on one
caveat or one element that we think is important and appro-
priate, at that time to release.. | . .
That gets us to 12 o'clock noon.
Mr..?ithian. In other words, answering the question
what is the next immediate step in the invéstigétion process?
Mr. Edgar. I think part of our problem as a
committee has been the choreography of, you know, how we are
received pub;;cly and I think if Qe have that agenda
clearly in miﬁd éhd know what_we-are éoigg to do and the
microphones are 511 working and move into a meetin§
and we look over and we look ;ike we are moving, I think

we are moving:bn some key leads and we have our two

top investigators share a very carefully-dra#n comment
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'support. Wednesday night's public media would announce our

. with Bill Brown, the Parliamentarian, who suggested that

we ought to check with the leadership and have the‘leadership

+ we should think about éoing to the Rules Committee before the

. 29th to give ourselves a little extra leeway in the event

- 32
on the King and Kennedy Assassinations, that I think will
set the stage, followed up immediafely by'a "Dear Colleague"
letter.that would go‘to every Cpngresémén indicating what

our resolution and budget request will be and urging their

information, you know, then we can talk about,. after that,
what§else:needs to be done along the lines'bf our-
Whip count and others to have the Commitfee reconstituted.
Mr. Eithian. Mr. Chairman.
The Chairman. Mr. Fithian.
Mr. fiéhian. What is your plan with the leadership
for going t6 the rules Committee and éoing,to the Floor? Have
we selected-- | |

The Chairman. My last conversation regarding it was
our report ought to be filed on the 28th, that

of the Rules Committee hear us on the 29th and that we shauld
go to the floor on the 30th;' Now that is the last conver-
sation I have had with Mr. Brown at that time when he
indicated how we‘should'gb,about procedurally filing

the report and so fortﬁ ip setting up our rules. ‘

Some hdve said information discussion. Maybe

we encounter some problems. ‘But certainly we i

1
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ought to sit with the leadership well in advance of the

28th--I would think no later than the first of next week
is appropriate--where we can say to them what we have been
;ble to do up to now and give them a good account of the
Committe's work.

Mr. Ford. Mr. Chairman.

The Chairmén. Mr. Ford.

Mr. Ford.. Is this basicaily you are talking about the
members of the Rules Committee, 6rﬁare'weigoing to:send ;
memo around to all of our.colleagues'in bringing them up to
date bacause;wecare.going to need all of those votes.on
the House fléor. _

Mr. Edgar. Will the gentleman yield;

Mr. Ford. Yes.

Mr. Edgar. I think my interpretatipn of time table
is to ha&é:a meeting with the Rulés.committée on Monday,
andTTueédéy;ahave apublic-mééting on Wednesday and
Thursday and. pridy wﬁuld be the dates;that dur "Dear
€olleague” legters would go around bringing ‘everybody up‘
to dateeoh.théAbudget and on the propééed_date énd the
form of reconstitution which, as I understand it, is a year
extension on the budget and a two;year_authorization for the

Committee, ifsélf, Bj'Thﬁrsday and Friday of next week,

if I understand Mr. Fithian's comments which will be

| made a little bit later, we will have done a whip count
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of the House to find out where our problems lie, whether

they are in the area of.budget or in the ‘area of reconstitut-
ing the Committee at all and what oﬁr problems are and

we will bé spending Thursday, Friday and Monday and Tuesday
of the following week trying to work on individual Congress-
men to help clarify for them where the Committeé is aﬁ.

I thinq our "Dear Colleague" letter should include some
of thefinforﬁation that would be shared at our public meeting
next Wednesdax and that is a kind of a direction. I think
everything we do has to be focuéedon the King Assassination
amd the Kenngdy Assassination. We haQe got to.kind of direct
our feconstitution around the issges of the inveétigation .
and I think that is the oniy way that we will get enough
votes for the reconstitution at this point. And they
are going to be asking us at that point in our history what
it is that Qefhave found to date, what is it that we have done
todate, whét is it going to cost us to continue you for a
year, and I think we are very justifiable.in‘sharing that
gt.a public.meeting..

" The Chai;ﬁan; Let me ask you this, if the gentleman
yiélds to.me for‘a moment-4a»qué;tion in terms of your pro-

cedure here. I am sure that one of the main issues

when we go to rules will be the issue of the budget and

procedurally if we go. to rulés on Tuesday, whether the

ﬁudget is going to be ‘discussed perhaps very comprehensively,
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then it sort of seems to take away from the Wednesday public

hearing to go into in depth discuss;on because your neﬁs
media will be'at the Rules Committee meeting.

Mr. Edgar. I think what Chris was suggesting, if
I was hearing Chris right,.hho is on the Rules COmmittee,
that the Executive SessionaGf the meeting of the ﬁules Com~
mittee be held on Tuesday.

The Chairman. I see.

Mr. Edgar. And that briefing only partly deals witﬁ the
Budget; the other part dealing with;information on where |
we are in thetinvestigat;en to date and that istnot
the meetingfof the rules Committee to consider the
reconstitutioe of the Committee. |

The Chairman. I see.

Mr. Edgar. That meeting according to the schedule you
were suggesting would be on the Tuesday prior to the actual
vote on the floor. This might solve the problem that you
were worried about and that is getting to the Rules Committee

early, you will know on Tuesday if you meet in Executive

‘Session and shere.the investigetien with them on where the

assassinations are and what our proposed budget is going
to be,mwhat kinds of problems you will have before the

Rules" Committee and. that will give you a.week's time until

your official meeting of the Rules Committee in public to

be granted a rule for house floor action.
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Mrs. Burke. Would the gentleman yield? '
The Chairman. Mrs. Burke.

Mrs. Burke. Do we have ény idea of the number of

people who have. requested to aﬁpear before the Rules Com-

‘mittee? I understood Mr. Milford and I had hea;d a couple

of'éther'people, had requested to appear. The last time

"I do not' think it was so much the problem with the Rules

Committee as we had as the problem of gétting allhof the
witnesses in one day. So thé Rules Committee hearing, itself.
went for two days = by'the time'aLl the witnesses testifiéd

I got the impressionwtkat.there were still a number 6 .
witnesses who wanted to be heard by the Rules Committee
but I think maYbe} if wé can clarify that,.we can tell
about how much time it would :take féf us to complete our
work before the Rules Committee.

Because I would réglly hate to see us be on Tuesday,
March 28 starting a rules committee hearing where
there are ten people asking to tgstif&.

The cﬁ;irman.. Yes.

Mrs,_B&?ke;' And then wg?have the other disadvantage
if wé do not testify and you have all anti people testify-
ing, YOu are at a distinct spgcific--

Mr. Ford. Wdui&ithé gentleiady;yieid?

Mrs. Burke; erd; -

Mr. Ford. I am under the impression yoﬁ were speaking
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about this coming.Tuesday in Executive Session to talk about
the budget wiéh the Rules Comﬁiﬁteeinow.

Mrs. Burke. Well, what I mean is the actual hearing
that I understand would be the next fuesday.

Mr. Fithian. We might need to start that publiq hearing
in the Rules cOmmiptee well ahead of Tuesday. . Yoﬁ.would
have to havé_actioﬁ by the Rules Committee on Tuesday.

Mrs. Burke. Action by the Committee on Tuesday, I
think, is what we should shoot for. | |

'.Mr.Fithian. Start és early as Friday.

The‘chéirman. Why don't we meet with the leadership
thén'on'Friday, have diécuééioniwithhthéoléadéréhip“inaterms
of how to get up to_rﬁles,'cover that? |

‘Mrs Burke. Also, Mr. Chairﬁan, if you could give us
some kind of idea maybe you could kind of assign people
that you wanted to answer certain specific things to testify
once we had an idea'of who is going to be testifying in
opposition. |

The Chairman. 'Right, I think ﬁhat that is important:
waaorchestraiezé that to the q?gree that some members |
of interest in certain areas and have takeh the time to
get'answefs to questions in certain areas and it would
seem to me,éhét in tﬁéﬁ wéy‘we might better oxchestraterour
responses. - |

For instance, where Mr..Edgar and Mr. Fithian have
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necessary to have the minority present to point out bipartisan

38:
taken a special interest in some of the charges relating to
Mr. Sprague, that they would be the ones to respond to those
types of issues which they are well informed on and I think
we might try tc orchestrate*thatfbefore;géingcto%thefrules.

Mr. Edgar. -Mr. Chairman, I have jotted down a summary
of what I have said. Maybe I.could repeat it, sinoe Mr.
Preyer has just come in. | |

The Chairman. ~All right.‘

Mr. Edgar. I made the suggestion that the followiné
scenerio be developed and that is thet on Monday, March 21,
next week e meeting be held with the leadership to bring
them up to. date where we are with the budget as'well as any
additional leads we have.

Mr. Devine. Are.you speaking of the meeting of the
Committee or she meeting of the Chairman?

Mr. Edgar. I would think that meeting of the Chairman
and thoseé members, minority and majority--I think Mr. Preyer
should be present. I think the ranking minority member
should be present. |

Mr.'Devine;'SOmetimes the leadefship is uncomfortable
with minority preSeot. I am not offended one way or
the other. | |

Mr. Edgar. Well, I think at this time, it might be

participation, the second scenarioc Tuesday; March 22 and
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a request be madé of the Rules Committee to hold an Executive
meeting to again be briefed in a very similar way to
the way in which the leadership was briefed on Monday as
to the proposed budget as well as direction of the Committee.

'And that on Wednesday, March 23 a public meeting be hel
for two hours minimum of this Committee between 16 and 11
o'clock at which time we wéuld begin with perhaps a 45-
minute reporting, spiit between the Kennedy and King
assassinations as to whaf direction we are going and wha£
evxdence and informatxon we can share publicly.

That at or approximately at a quarter of 11
or so, Mr. Preyer would be recognzzed to give a report on
the budget task force and then we would deél with
the resolution and the budget task‘force information in a
public hegring and finally ﬁﬁé last caveat of that meeting
would be to focus in on one of the two assassinations and
some gartlcular issue that is newsworthy or of newsworthy
interest that could be shared with the public. And that
would make fhe méeting really three-fold, one to bring us
up to date oh'difection two, to finaiize the reconstitution
resolution lagguaée with:the budget and three to focus in on
one specific issue.

Thu:saaf and E?idaf of ne#t week the 24th and

25th this would be ﬁséd for "Dear Colleague letters" that

wo8ld be sent by us, urging support. Bizathat time

e
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the Budget figure will be.pﬁblic ané by that time any
inforﬁation that is shared at the pgblic meeting on Wednesday
can be aired.

Also we might want to consider Thursday of next
week filing our report. It doesn’t seem to me that we have
to wait until Monday to do that and that perhaps Qould
give the Rules Comﬁittee Monday and iuesday to hear public
witneéses on whether or not we should be_reconstiﬁuted and
we could perhaps file our report on Thursday or Friday |
and the House Committee would then the Monday and Tuesday
to review thé issues of reconstitution.

And that we would ask the Rules Committee'to set up
their schedule so that on the 29th-they woﬁld move to fiﬁal
action and if they feel they need two days for that, they
then could have hearings on Monday the 28th as well as
the 29th and the report'will have been submitted.'_

And we would then éo to the House Floér on~Wednesday
the 30th, under an open rule, one houﬁ debate, I assume

for the resoigtion.

o

Mr. ngine.. Mr. Chairman.
The Chairman. Yes, Mr. Devine.
Mr. Devine. That brings up the quesgion of mechanics

and preparing;'selecting content, approving or having

. printed the Cbmmitﬁeé Eeport. I was wondering from a

time standpoint just how long the mechanics-would take
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~ some point and if you would give us now some thoughts as

. 41
place, and that could be considerable, the same ones we are

The Chairman. Anyone have a response to thae?

Mr. Devine. We,in the Committee, have. to determine
what the content will be. |

The Chairman. Right;

Mr. Devine. .SSb, I do not know.

Mr. Edgar. Much of that éreparation will be done by
the Wednesday meeting I would assume. -

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Chairman.

The Chairmah. Mr. Sprague.

Mr. Sprague. I would think that we coule have a drafﬁ
of a report for this Committee to pass odt;among you

for thoughts about it, let us eay, this coming Monday at

to thlngs ‘that you would like to see included in there, we
would inéldde that as well and then from that kind of a draff
perhaps either the latter part of Monday or some early
part of the week, we could get tegether and do that. We
could have tﬁen_e report perheps fo ﬁe cqnsidered by the
Committee by.Wednesday.' |

I do not - know what the printing time would be after

that.

Mr. Devine. We have to give you some direction before

that aboﬁt.what”you'feel about the contents.
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42 |
Mr. Sprague. If you could give some now, it would
be - helpful. | |
" The Chairman. Also suppoéealy if that:isapfeSented at
the Wednesday meeting which would be an additional part
of the agenda and then, of course, we would allow the
necéss&ry time for.supplemehtal'views and additioﬁal
views to the report which provides-eachrmember a chance
for any additional views or supélement thereto.
Mr. Devine. Ahd/or any dissenting.
Thé Chairman.. And/or any dissgnting, all of th#t.
Mr. Edgar. Mr. Chairman, I wonder if we could ask
the STaff, having heard the scena;io, whether tﬁey have any
concern ébout any part of that.- |
The Chairman. Mr. Sprague. |
Mr.Sprague...Mr:-Chairman, firsf thing I did want
to say wg'did have copies of é proposed resolution to
pass out now for the Committee for you perhaps looking at
and giviﬁg some thought while we are fpgeﬁher at this
session. |
| With regard'té tﬁat proposed scénario, it sounds fine'
but I would really think that that.aspeét,dealing with
a public hearing 15 a presentation by Mr. Lehner and Mr.

Tannenbaum is hot wo;kéble, for the reason that what

they can say publigly,ls.really almost'a rehash kind of

thing. It is not saying anything--the only things that they
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c¢an _say of 51gnificance you heard in the Executive session

,the other day, things that are too raw and uncorroborated

for us.to'be‘stating publicly;‘

it maylhave an effect for what‘you have in.mind in
terms of'a'bndget bnt'it‘is not whatvwe'can‘doxor-ought to
do. To not say those things'is onlyttO'be savinglwhat?
That we have to, we want to go up to Canada, we want to
check how people used these aliases, we want to go ‘out
and check things in California, that has been said time and

time again. And a presentation that Just is repeating
At -

'-basically What would be questionéc by anyone who would --

1nrfactlthey have heard it from us. before as well I do not
know. whether that meets the bill you have in mind ~In fact

I really question in my mind whether the reaction to

. thatu publicly is what are they doing over and over again.

The final thing is like you say ~~we end up on one particular

thing that you are g01ng to go intoL_again+_if we are to

P o P

investigate this, we do not do it by Just focuSLng on a

.thing, we really go hack to the- scenes of these crimes

_and have got to find out who was there, what they - saw,

how to get to that scene, what happened $ince?
Mr. Edgara Would the gentleman yield’
Mr. Sprague. Yes." '
.Mr. Edgar.. I‘think voujare-accurate.in terms of -

information you could share with the rehashing but let me
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just share this: That if it was a rehashing that was
focused on-what-airection;'what’organizational direction
we' had come  and  what- direction we plan to go in the future
in- terms of general leads- and move then to the resolution
of reconstitution. What I was suggesting is that last half
hour was something  1ike what we did yesterday. We had
Mr. Traficéntée”thére and he was pleading the 5th Amend-
ment. I think we did'more'yestérday, even without getting
factual information- simply because it focused again on thé
fact- that we- are 1ooking'int0'the issue. And I would think.
that there is at- least one subpoena that we Aaﬁe_iséued that

may be-retu:nable at'thatipoint or one person that might even

~come at' that point to be' interrogated by the Committee, .

of'ohe'piece Qflinformation'and I realize that, in termé

of - the inyéstigaté'techniQue'énd'issues that is not the

way to go, but I guess I have some concern about the scenario
and choreographt of getting the committee reconstituted

and I realize that while we do not want a circus atmosphere,
we want it to be as content filled as possible, but I
doubt-that'we:wiii be able}to.reconstitutg ourselves.if

we are: not- able té"demongtrate to the House that Mr. Stokes
is-now taking the COmmitteé sgriously, he is now bringing

the STaff before iﬁ'gt a public meeting to outline where

- we plan to-go in terms of direction, we review carefully

‘a budget and then we focus in on one issue and indicate

DocId: 32265556 Puqe 47




10

. N

12

13

14
15
16
17
18
19
20

21

23
24

25

DocId:32265556 Page 48

45
this is going to be the coﬁrse of the investigation from
now on.

We are going to take one piece of the pie and thoroughly
look into it. |

The Chairman. Mr. Fithian.

Mr. Fithian. Could I add one thing to that.before you
proceed?
| I'agrge with you, Dick, the bringing us up td_date
will appear as a rehash to'those of us who are really immersed
in it. . |

I think'you may tdtally overestimate the atténtion
that has been paid to this by members of the House. You
know the members of the House are now talking.about thinés
which were éurrently important in December or January.

Now, educating the public is a very, verfidifficult thing.
Getting them them focused is a difficult thing. Rationaliz-
ing MrlyPreyer*s budget that he is géing to propose is

going to be a difficult thing. It seéms to me éhat, if

we are going to, if we are responsible to the House, we
ought to be albléito come back'toitﬁe.ﬁouse and tell tﬁem
why we came up with X number of millions of dollars in
the.bﬁdget and the r;tiohaie for that budget has to

depend on-tﬁo:thinéé:.“(li where have we been? (2) yhere

are we going? o -

Now, quite honestly unless we can tell them that in
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 if we went into simply a rehash of what péople learned from

King or the Kennedy matter that was never interviewed by

and not to disturb.thé“investigation but let people know

. : 46
some reasonable way, we are not going to get their support

because they expect that and they deserve that.
Mr. Sprague. Mr; Chairman.
The Chairman. Mr. Spraque.
Sorry, Mr, Devine.

Mr.“Devine. I think it would be a serious error

the Warren report, from the Senate Committee and so forth.
Perhaps we should touch on just a few of tﬁose things in
passing but in talking'to the staff and to Mrr Sprague, I kngw
that'they'havé literally hundreds of undevelopeg leads.

Now, if from that group of urnideveloped leads YOu could
discuss generally without revealing naﬁes, dates, times of
places, that for instance, as I think you told us in
Executive §ession‘aboutttheiiﬁformation of another member
trying' to inform us about a former police officer of long-
standing in a large metropolitan poliée department, had
infprmation suggesting these #hings{ And that we have

another witness in a state that was an eye witness=to the
either the Warren Commission or the Senate
So we get maybe as maﬁy as ten undeveloped leads

that you cquld“get;énough of it not .to reveal the identity -

that, My God, they are onto something that is ﬁew stuff
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and get a direction.

I think th#t would be better than just a rehash of
what the Warren Commission report was.

The Chairman. On that point, let me further amplify
what I think the members here are getting at, what Mr.
Devine just said. -

Interestingly enough with all of us being aware of
what yesterday's hearing démongffated publicly, and was con-
ducted in a way in whicn it was not errstaged or in |

a circus atmosphere or anything of that sort, but interesting

/’

enough, an article out of the Cleveland Plain Dealer thi
morning after they write about the entire situation and
tell, and reportedgitrvéry accurately, theﬂ'they quoted
me with reference to' the appearance of TréfiZantee..And
speaking qf me, said "He said, fﬁll Traficantee, that.
demonstrates that the.Committee'is forging ahead with this
investigation. James Delaney, Democrat of New York, the
Chairman of the House Rules Committee said the panel will
have to produce something more substantial than witnesses
.refusing to ﬁeétify'to justify‘the ﬁoﬁse spending more
money on the invéétigatiqn. The Rules Committee approval
will be needed to continué the Committee's charter after
March 31. ‘beibert‘L,.iatfa,a key Republican o. the Committee

agreed. The Committee has to come up with‘something

that gets to the point that the investigations are more than

Hoge 50
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just a wild-goose chase, he said. I think that is right.

Mr. Edgar. I think that is at the heart of what I
was trying to say, and that is that the facts of 1ife of

getting the- COmmittee reconstituted are the agenda for the

next- two weeks and it is unfortunate, because it ties

the hands of the investigators who have these léads and I
want to see us reconstituted so that we do not have to go
tO'the'House'fo:'another yeaf for money and for a;other
two years at~$ll in terms of any action in terms of rules
or anything.

1 think that, if we cannot somehow develop a
public discussipn of'tﬁe.budget; that is not.conhected with
some ' unknown issue but is'actuaily connecﬁed with the kind
of thingithat Mr.vbeﬁihe is suggest;ng and .that is 8 or 9
or 10 directions that we are going in light of these steps
that we havé made.

Now one of the things that could be publicly announced

are some of the subpoenas that have been sent to

gather information and I think just summarizing for every-

baody, thoﬁgh7it spundS'liké rehashing to us, it may

be stuff tﬁat'isiréhéshéd in phﬁlic as opposed to the Execu-
tive sessions' and ‘then ta'focus'in oﬁ five directions

that we:are~c§ipping away- in the King investigation and

five that we are Ehipging away in the Kennedy investigation,
information that.is.causing us sdﬁemconcern._

‘Now; .you. asked. questions. yesterday of Mr. Taficantee.
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And if you were alert, you knew why you were asking éhose
questions but to the average person, partiéularly the
average Congressman who is very busy, the only thing he

remembers about yesterday's event with Mr. Traficantee is

that.he pledéed the‘Sth. I think there is-some~information

that we can share about Mr. Traficantee tha£ mighé beta'. :
lead that would éefmit us to reach thé circle.
The Chairman. Mr. Préyér, and then we will get back
to you, Mr. Sprague. | |
Mr. Preyer. Mr.‘Chairman, I had thought in terms
of the report and I think the report ﬁgsically is what
we are talking abou; —--the public meeting--I think basically
approaches~probablyzabuﬁt the samg--and oné way to pithhl
it would be in terms of what are the unanswered questions
which we need to deal with.
In.éhe Kennedy aséassination, speakihg of that,,Boggs'
memo lists the whole series éf witnesses whom we could
not name but I think there are a numSer of unanswered
questions that we could put forward. The thing that
disturbes me is fhe suggestion.in Mr; Delaneu'S'cqmmenfs
there and we haﬁe.heard'from 6thers, too, the
leadérship that if.ﬁe do ﬂot shéw evidence that we are going
to get a différent :e;u;t; then it is a waste of time.

. It seemed to me;that is entirely off the track in!

the Kennedy thing particularly.
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It seems to me that we are going to answer some

questions that ﬁight have the same résult, but there are
good reasons to do this, even if you come out with the same
result, just to lay to rest certain theories, and we could
say here are the .facts .on it, he is right or he is wrong
on.it .and.I wonder if we cannot, you kﬁow, put enoﬁgh
questions to be anéﬁered without having to suggest we

are going to come up with a Senéatlonal new answer to the
thing, just that because of credibiliﬁy of our government;‘
we need to lay them to rest, new qﬁegtions that the

Warren Comﬁissiony-a 1ot-§f that wouild be‘rehéshing but if
we could sugégstAsomewhere”along the.line you k#ow that

we have wiin;sses that at least we want to follow up on té
follow up on a partiéular-question and Traficantee,

for example; sihce he is éut there,zandiI:think:-thataarea is
generally:known; tﬁe things he said in the past, maybe
there we would want to indicate that as an area that we

want to follow up on and perhaps expl#in why he was

called when wg_say.we are not calling other people who have
.heen inter#iéQe@ibut'Traficantee is oﬁviou;ly thg kiﬁd
. of fellow you cannot' interview. So really, to call him

was a responsible action, it was not an irresponsible thing.

The Qsﬁald 1etg¢¥~to.nunt and so forth is an obvious

thing that is géiﬁg'tofhave.to be answered some time, so

| many of these things need to be answered. So I was
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thinking in terms of report as emphasizing unanswered
questions and following up on them is really what we are
about,not trying to come up with a different result.

And that we might.be able to discuss some of those at
the hearing or in the report without laying out too many
nameé and facts. ‘

Mr. Fithiah. .Would you agree with Mr. Devine and that
is that we could discuss and we épecificallf refer to areas
named or unnamed as far as that is concerned, of witnesseg
or of qﬁestions which have not been looked into, I think
that is;what I run into all the time--are you doing anything
new or are you just digging up the old bones?

Well, to get the answers that you want, you are goihg
to have to dig up all the answers and go to the scene of
the murder and all that. That is not what anybody is
interested'in at this point, that is part of the whole
problem but what I think Mr. Devine is interested in is

part of the whole program,is this Committee looking into

~anything that has not already been studied to get by the

Church COmmission; the Warren Commission, et al, and
if we are not, then we jﬁst'have to come down real hard on
what Mr. Preyer is saying and say, well enoﬁgh questions

about what they did that we are just looking at the same

. things or may or may’nbt come up with the same answer but I

kind of think we could do both of those things.
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Mr. Devine. Well, just to oversimply instead of

®

treating water, we should plow a little new ground.

w

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Chairman, we can do what Mr. Devine

®

says and Mr. Preyer and the whole thrust of this. However,

5 I £ind that part of the difficulty from an”invéstigagivé

6 gtéﬁdpoint but a second difficulty is that what we.have

7 done or are doing is being distorted by the media- for whateveﬁ
,,8 their reasons are. |

9 I am kind of at a loss here when we are talking aboﬁt

10

what.are we to be presenting and in yhat format, when reallf
-'1. what we are-trying.to do is get back‘to Mr. Delaney and Mr.
12 Latta. | .
: 13 ~ Now, what we in fact have as you got ‘at the time
| 4 | of the Executive session briefing is some, what I consider
15 valuable informatioﬁ which, even at this threshold area, does
16 i plow new_ground. Must we get to Mr. belaney and Mr. Latta only
17 on the basis of working out a presentation in some purified
.18 manner which it scintillates, taking the chang¢e on
19 how is the‘nQWS'media going to report what it is that
20} we have dohé-ﬁeﬁe; hoping that;Mr. Deianey, maybe, is going
21 to read that article or--
2 Mr. Edgar. Would the gqntlemah yield?A | |
23 Mr. Sﬁra@ue.--gé'ﬁaébe has not read it and he is

.24 responding on the basis of just somebody running in and

25 saying, hayAi& you'hear that that Committee dropped that
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they had a witness who did not answer questios, and then
there is a response, well, they had better do better than
that.

Mr. Edgar. Would the gentleman yield there, Mr.
Chairman. .

. Mr. Sprague. May I just say one additional thing?

We have this material, we have that report that you have

Delaney or whosoever, is so crucial, éan't we sit down iﬂ
some fashion with him and get it fually there, not in a
purified fashion?

Mr. Edgar. Mr. Chairman.

The Chairman. . Mf. Edgar.

Mr. Edgar. Mr. Sprégue( I do not think you know
what this”azea involves. ' It involves sitting down with
the leadership on Mbndéy, sharing that very sensitive data.
It involves sitting down on Tuesday with ﬁhe Rules Committee
in Executive Sessioﬂ; sharing that sensitive'data, being
perceived oﬂ;y by the press as being an executivgisession.

OheWQéhéédéfs éeparateﬂ:;bﬁ%Mri;nattadandiﬁ;;;Déianey.
we have members bf'COngrgss, much of the.géneral ﬁﬁblic, that
puté pressure on members of Congress in terms of their
votes for g¥ égainstifécoﬁstitutﬁon, I think that -there are
three different iséueé;. Tﬁe firsF issue is Qhat Ad syou
séy to thefleédership and how do §ou get themhonqyéﬁr side

not.just-hodding your head or working for you? If Tip O'Neill
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is not with us on this thing, we lese the votes in the |
Rules Committee. That is a fact of life.

Secondly, ue have got to say to the RuleS‘Committee,'
here is the‘infermation that we are pursuing in a very
sensitive way under this very striet condition and sharel
with them the data that has been shared by this committee.

And the thlrd part of it is less sensitive than that and
it is just the unanswered questzons on the part of the
general membership, the uninitiated Congressman who has
got to cast a vote or the uninitiated person in the general
public that is putting pressure on'that.Congressman in terms
of his vote. The Congressman, basically, is-saying, what
am I geiné te get for'my noney and how much is it going to
cost, and are therezenough unansuered questions to pursue
or should we si@ply scuttle this and spend the on public
uorhs or 65 some~ether issue? | |

I was not suggesting that Wednesday s meeting be
for the Dulaneys and for the Lattas and the Tip O'Neills
or the Jzn Wrights. The Wednesday'meeting is much more of
our puhiieaanneuneementAsinilar‘to yesterday's session-
that we are sericus'about the.investigatidn of Kind and
Kennedy. We. are serious enough to offer.this report'and
this resolution and this hudget, and we have a number of

elements of leads, one specific one being to capture their

Mr. Devine. Mr. Chairman..
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- pearl when Mr..sprague'starts briefing us and making comments

_talked to, A few days ago when he, in response to a question

‘They ran wild with it.; At the same time it had another reper-

: 34 55
The Chairman. Mr? Devine.

l"

Mr:_Deyine.hThis, of course, is not the way to conduct
an investigation, Mr. Sprauge knows that as the Staff |
does. But what we are talking about today is survival.

The'chairman.' &es.

Let me inject one additional element for the consider-
ation of Mr.‘Edgar, though,'and it bears nbon what Mr. Sprague
has said and this is just for tne purpose of further

dialogue on the issue--the news media, there is an additional
in the open about new witnesses and people who were not

put to him by me in open meeting, 'caused reverberations
throughout the Conéress. What I was‘trying‘to obtain from
him was the.necessity for us to go into Executive Session,
and I posed a question, would the briefing be in the nature
of matter that should be undertaken in executive session
and he, in response to:that, said, yes, Mr. Chairman, we
will present testimony regarding others who may have been
involved, and 80 on.A | . | y

The newsmedia went Qild'with that.eéalls came in
from Canada about the fact, didn t Sprague say this, that

he has some others--evidence of conspiracy. This and that.

L

cussion in the COngress. Those who had made Mr. Sprague the

issue, used this to say there he is, spouting off at the




10

-1

12

13

14
s
16
17
18
19
:.20

2

23

24

56:
mouth again, Sprague again, speaking for the Committee,
instead of the éommittee and the news media is'going to_
take that briefing from him and turn it'around.

Mr. Edgaré. Would the gentleman yield?

The Chairman. Certainly.

Mr. Edgar; I w111 not have Mr. Sprague say more than
a sentence or two at ‘that public meeting. I would have Mr.
Tannenbaum, Mr. Lehner report'for'Mr. Sprague on what they
have  done in their separate investigations and I would '
have Mr. Sprague there and present but clearly saying that
here are his- two chief investigators who have briefed the
staff and the committee in executive session, we are
summarizing herevin public session what we are about, and
turn to Mr. Tannenbanm and say now in relationship to the
King investigation would you give your report at this time.,

I think that if it was carefuly written and carefully

done--

Mr. Fithian. I am wondering.'

The Chairman. ‘Mrs. Burke, I think has been seeking
recognition.- | |

Mrs. Burke."Well,itnere are two points I just~wantedﬂ
to hit on very fast. No. 1, I wouldllike to see‘added to
the briefing of the leadership and the triefing of the
Ruies chmittee'in executive session the kind of thing that

Mr. Devine is talking about and those are leads. If there
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‘the public meeting..
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could be developed a list of undeveloped leads that could be
presented to the Rules Committee, so they could get an idea
of what we are working on, I think that is what we want them
to know. You know, I think the summary is very good but
beyond that you nedd to sap, 0.K. where are we going, and
if we show a list of~those leads, witnesses that need to be
interviemed;.there'is a general feeling of what the future
kind of work needs to be done, i think the leadership and
also the Rules Committee needs that. .

My second problem is this, in between all of this

if I could see the kind of a public statement that you have

sitting here, mracking my brain, trying to figure out what
would be in the public presentation and I cannot visualize
it because every time I think of something I think of
something that immediately the press is going to do what
you are talking‘about here, so I would like to reserve at this
point on a determination until perhaps we could get some-
thing before us as to what you see would be presented in
this public presentation. : _

Mr. Edgar.. 1 would think.the same data that is
going:to be'presented,in the report toijustify.the reconsti-

tution'of thiSfCommitteepwould be what would be shared in

Mrs. Burke.' You see this is my proble, I cannot




helpful to me and'i'suspect
mination.

Wednesday sessiOn would not
calli..y it a briefing, just
Committee is working on the
the date of the schedule of
vsome committees you.discuss

that you are going to go to

vote on including this that

you know, what we are doing

The Chairman,‘ O;K.
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visualize the kind of things that you have determined can
be presented versus those things that cannot be presented

without undermining investigation. It would be very

to some others, we would have

some of that before us and then make an intelligent deter-

Mr. Fithian. I was going to suggest, if perhaps the

be,.we can use this instead of
simply say, you know, the
report. I do not know what
the report is but you know, in
the report at some length

the Congress with_and-actually

or the other thing.

- I wonder if we could not use that for the rationale

today is voting or agreeing upon

a report that we are going to Congress with and have the
‘two presenting pieces of the report{ 'We are not then,
you see, Mr.-Sprague, trying to tell them all out there
.a rehash, we- are doing a 1ogica1 parliamentarian process
simply to prepare a report to the Congress. We would not J
be there moving'for'anything'new, it is just what

23 we have been doing, we cannot include everything or we

L2 §f would break the bank in printing it.

25 | Mr. Edgar. Mr. Chairman.
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Before you replay, Mr. Sprague, we have a vote on
the Floor, on the NASA.authority.

Mr. Denine; Rule on the NASA authority.

?he'Chairman..'O;K.

While on' the floor, i will have to request permission
for us to meet durin§ the S-minute‘rule‘session, in order
for us to be able to sit legally.

| Mr. Fithian. It is not within the five-minute
ruie, is it?

The Chairman. No, but if we are going to be meeting
later, it looks like we are going to have to go for a while--
I must do that before we neet later on today when we get
into that session so I'suppose'we had better do that because
it looks 1lik2 w2 have got quite a few matters to discuss.

Mr.;?reyer;"I wonder, Mr. Chairman, if we could
endorse the’scenario-idea position which makes sense to me
and maybe wait before we decide what we are going to do
on Wednesday, I agree WIth Mrs. Burke, I have a hard time
know;ng just exectly what it is we are going to try to pre-
sent. pid you lndlcate that you have a draft of the report
perhaps by Mbnday. ‘

Mr. Preyer.. We -could if'you would give us also some
idea fof things.yonvwould like‘included in the report today
so. we could start working.’

I wonder if we'oouid go ahead‘with the scenario but

hold off with the decision of what we do on Wednesday to at
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see the report and maybe --

Mr. Devine. Mr. Chairman, the immediate-problem
is we are going to'have_to go. The second bell haé nct
run yet but are you prepared to meet these wolves outside
the door--do jou know what you are goihg to -tell them
alliwe have done in here.

| Téll.fhem'of'what we have done ‘n here.

The-Chairman;-That'is a hard question, tpo. Ig just
seeﬁS‘to me at-this time in liyht of'yesterday's hearings
what I hqg;pgen=trying to say to them essentially is
that we'gie still discussing matters th#t relate to the
enﬁire'inVestigation'and many matters which are sensitive
in nature and I have left it go at that. ‘They waﬁt
to know, can'yén_give us something about the subject .
matter and I éai, just the investigation.<

Mr..Preyer;' The budget is élways a p?etty good -
thing tq}diséués,-l guess. - -~

Mr. Sprague. I thought you did not want to focus on
that. '

M ré; Burke; Tel;'thém we are talking about the
report. N | . | | .
| Mr. Fithian. I think you shouldkeep them right
where you have them'noﬁ, champing at the bit and not tell
them anything . |

The Chairman. I think it has more aura because we have

DocId:32265556 Plge 63




22 2

® @

10
N3
12

‘, N £

14

- 1§
16
;17

.18

19

e ©o
*
5
'

DocId:32265556 P

61
been on the'investigation'two.daﬁs and especially with
Trafcantee being here --we are not just dismissing his appear-
ance. | |

Mr.'SPregge. And I Have things to report back on that
anyway. o |

'The Chairman. b.K. we will come back.

;ee,ive are in room 2325 sitn= the Committeée Space room
when we return;

| 'Mrs.'Bﬁrke._ What time?

Mr. Flthian Have the people thing we keep moving
around just to keep them off balance.

The Chairman. Room 2325 which is on the third floor
of this building. We will reconvene there immedlately after
the roll call. I w111 be a little late. I will ask Mr.
Pryer to take. the Chair.

(Recess.)»t
(The Committee reconvened in Room 2325 Rayburn

House Office Building at 12:15 p.m. -
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The Cﬁairman. The Committee will come back to

order.

We are once again in Executive Session and I assume

all.persbhﬁel in the room are permitted.

Mri Doéd. Mr;.Chairman.

The Chairman. 'M;; Dodd.

Mr. boaa,~er. Chairman, I spoke with Chai?man'Dulaney |
on the floor about ﬁhe prospects of going before the Rules
Committee. Hé‘ig amenable to it and I would like to ao it.

10 _
His problem is. one of scheduling. One, the Situs Picketing

.1 T
bill is up before the Rules Committee at One p.m. on

12
® =

14

Mondéy and they expect that to take the entire afternoon,

if not Tuesday so -he was talking about Wednesday or so.

I tdld him that I thought the presantation in executive |

-I s "‘ » * -
3 session, informal presentation in Executive Session, would

16 - ' o .
"I not necessarily take any imore than 45‘minutes_to an

7 A - | :
) hour if we could boil it down in any way and we are trying

18 to work out possibly around noon on Monday. We wanted to cleaF

19 it with the‘séeaker before he did anything and will get

21 pack to me thiéaafternooq.. He is very interested in doing

20 it. 1t is'rea;lf a quééiion.ofhwotklng out the time and
making sure the Speakef does not have an§ objections to

.8 that kind of a program.

u The Chairman. All right.

YeCe

Mr. Dodd. He‘should.haveAtime, yes.

- The Chairman. - Fine.
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- Ishave a feeling as I have said from the investigative stand-

- publicly that is meaningful, that doesnot get into that

] Session.

least the‘immediate efforts in this7investigation and I

'find'myself/again*wondering'whether'or'not a presentation 1- 1

' potential advantage of- something being there that all of a

63
We willtjust make ourselves available;
At the time we recessed, we still had the matter
under discussion as to the nature of the agenda of the public
meeting,. so we will'resume,discussion on that point if
there are'further conments.' |

Mr. Sprague; Not to belabor the point but I guess

point and I agree with what Mrs. Burke and Judge Pryer said,

that it is very difficult to think of what is being presented

which ought to not be presented and if we really want to focug
on what wi&l make a headline and perhaps something that
members of COngress can read because I think the only

thing basically that is read is' the headline, not the

story. We are then subject to the headline writer. You know,

we could present that whole memo from the Executive

You know, obviously to do that is to throw away at

lessens then _that’ does not- subject us to merely»a
headline writer that said almost Ho-hum,“ or "nothing new,"

and whether’the'risk of that iS'not'greater than the
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Secondly, I do find myself wondering to what extent

the concept of this being of influence to other members
of Congress as meaninful..
It kind'of assumes that the story is reported

accurately, it assumes that the members of Congress read

the story in its entirety. I question both those assumptions.

It seems to me that if the thought is to get it odut because
then of the pressure that will eome from the public back
to the Congress, the realities are that the people who were

contacting their Congressmen are primarily those that are
PR _

- against something. Those that are for, they will read that

but they are not motivated to write saying, you had
betﬁer éet ehis thing through. |

Even that aseemption questions whe become the letter-
writers and in addition to that since time is of the essence

here, I really wonder to what extent whatever is reported in

b

E R

the press next week is going to get acted hpoh that quickly

by-members of a public that convey their etfifudes in a

- significant manner to members of Congress which is going to
| be the basis of actzon that they may take and flnally, I am
- struck by the fact that, let us say that Mr. Latta has

expressed himself as he has. Mr. Latta, as I understand it,

lives With Mr. Devine, they share an apartment.

" You know, we'have"our report, I am willing that it be

" available to memberS‘of Congress through mempars of this

Committee.
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-the effort trat has to be made again is not just a matter of

the formulation of the questions of the leadership that they

. sion that we Qere'goingvto rely‘on the  Washington Post recon-

opportunity, later_in_the session here,.I am prepared to

ﬁ the required votes.

| . | S 65
It seems to me that, if we are trying to get to

that member, and in fact we may be on the Rules Committee,
I do not mean him particularly, but we are happy to have,
let us say, Mr. Devine have a copy of that report one
evening with Mr. Latta, sit down, read this thing, let
us talk about it. o

Now if after ‘he has read it, that does not persuade
him, I daresay nothing in the paper, nothing that

you do publicly is going to persuade him. It seems to me'that

or whateVer members of the Congress that this Committee
things can be important, ‘that they just have to literally b
dragged, if thatvcan be done, and set down and a presentation
made to them. To. try to do it through this indirect
vehicle, I think is just not going to be effective.

The Chairman. Mr. Fithian.

Mr. Fithian. Thank you.

I would not want Mr. Sprague to operate under the delu-

stituting us; nor that we were going to rely on this

next Wednesday'meeting.reconstituing us. At the earliest

present a plan for the politics of this in terms of getting
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However, ; would say, and there is e-great deal of
accﬁracy in whet‘you say both in terms of timing and
all the rest. The one thing that attraced me to Mr. Edgar s
proposal was that the two or three: publ;c meetings that
we have had, even regardless of how badly Lardner had
reported»them, and he has reported them pretty badiy, have

nonetheless to erode the feeling generally held by meny

members of the House that we really have not done anything.

It is to the question, what have.youfdone since.
you heve been constituted last October,.we are precious
hard to come up with anythihg'without going into'leads which
Qe cannot»talk about. ' The very fact that the Committee
is meeting ih an orderly process, it is being briefed by

its two investigators~for each saide, whether that is a-

'Justif1cation for the report that we are now going to submit

or whether we fzgure out some other way o‘*justifying what
they are doing, we then move to orderly discussion of the
budget and sovon. |

Theee ere things Whieh,hif they are occurring, tend
to transmit almost by rote training to other -Congressmen |
that the normal functions are being performed, that is that -
theicommittee is_discussing its report. The Committee

is discussing its.hudget, the Committee is discussing the

- things that juetify'it continuing to spend its time.

All of these thinés are common among the members of the|
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House. . They do not appear as much in the paper, they
certainly do not appear as anything to investigators, I am

sure of that and they do not swing a deal that theyiw:l¥ - '

;bte against'this_fesolution--if Sam Deyine sat down with
DeLatta fo; six.honre, he is not going to vote for this, unlesgs
Mr.~$tokes_has any magic that I do not know of.’

The Chairman. I do nt have any.

Mr; Fithian.A I still intend to inquire as to how
we ean proceed and we have to discuss the budget at
some time and whether or not we cannot use this public
session on Wednesday as a-demonstration that ﬁe’are working,
we are proceeding on in anorderly fashion.

Mr. Sprague. I certainly would not disagree with

anything you said, all I do want to emphsize is that
whilte I do not;know the result of it, Mr. Devaney had
myself an&.Mr Tannenbaﬁm and Mr. Lehner last night meet
with some people, members of Congress--they are not particu-
larly enamored with this Committee and the purposes with
meeting with them maybe that.when they heard something,

‘ when they saw the kind of personnel that we had, that their

attitudes might change and whil,e I do not deal in asking

people for commitments, I would say that as a result of just
23 that getting together here with some people who have been

2 strongJOpponents, who by the end of it gave pretty good

& .25 indication thatiﬁﬁéy”might perhape be changing their minds.
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Now, to db whét’you say from a QQSmetié sense,
and a soothing sense, I understand that but I'guess I am
focusing on what really will help get a job done.

Mr. Edga;: Wéuld the gentleman yield?

I wés not going to séy too much coming back since
the idea was sharéd ﬁhis morning but I think thgt it is very
important to look at the psychology of what we are about.
And I think tha£ Mr. Fithian is'egactly right in that the
public and the Congress have to be reinforced that the |
Committee isiin'EOntrol agd that the Committee is pursuing
the investigation in an orderly fashion. |

Noﬁg_l think that you do have éompetent investigators
that have briefed us and I guess at the heart_of my.

suggestion, and I think Mrs. Burke perhaps has a better idea,

'and that is, after we review the report, it seems to)pe that

a public session is in order to havé that report revealed,

~ discuss the budget, discuss what direction the committee

is going to go in four or five or ten or whatever possible
directive leads that we are heading on in a general way,

and I think that youkkncw,ittssboﬁld not be misunderstood

' that.we intehd4this public session to be a session where we

are, in fact, going to change the minds of a lot of
Congressmen on specifi¢ issues but I think the public
meeting should be perceived as a public affirmation that the

Committee is erious, as well as tocl whereby we follow

that up with specific action through the "Dear Colleague"
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letters and through specific discussions with those

Congressmen in person sharing ih more detail the kind of
1nformatzon that you have shared in smaller settings. |

| I think, 1f we go, between now and the 30th of March,
only with private settings, only with private discussiohs
with COngressmeh, werhay find ourselves on,March 30 shy of
some votes because we have not given: the general
cOngress the impre551on that the Committee is working

actively and pursuing it.

And with respect to Mr. Sprague's investigative skills

and I think investigation beyond the 30th shohld proceed

as aggressively and in depth as possible, but the psychology
in the next two weeks is important and I think we need

both in-dpth dischssionmﬁﬂﬁxthe Rnles_Committee and

the leadership'ehd the in;depth discussionvwith_COngressmeﬁ

at the same time‘We are perceived in the publie media

' as being about our business.

Mrs,'Bdrke.4 I have just been thinking about some

: report.languege} When I suggest that I have no pride of

authorishiph-itlmay not make sense So I am just throwing it
out and one thing I was thlnking is that we ekplaih that

the humber:of documents that have'been reviewed as I ﬁndersta
there are .800lclassified.documents.of which 112

have been revieweé but that we have been unable. to review

' other because of a liack of access because'qf_the securitf
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problem and the delay in FBI allowing us to get them.

Second, I was thinking about on the witnesses, a state-
ment like this, have interviewed blank number of witnessee,
blank number of‘when‘have testified or given etatements.
to the Warren eommission and have since changed their testi-
néney:or contend that they nisrepreeented their
testimony-hased on.éuress, or fear or something iike that.

" Have interviewed blank number of police officers
or former intelligence agents who wish to give infornation
they had withheld because of whatever reason and what I
am trying to do is to go in a dlrection of where you indicate
the new things without getting bogged down in detail.

I think it is true, we have a number of police officers,
intelligence officers who have come forward and who wish
to give itr. ‘

' i think that gives some credibility-;nitnesses who
have appeared before the ﬁarren cOmmission who testi fied to
one thing and who since have changed it has the aura of
new ground. :; I”am“trying”to think of things that I
can suggest for the report. *

| The Chairman. I can appreciate that. I wonder if we
might not have Mr. Tannenbaum, Mr.ALehner or both
respond to Mrs. Burke's suggestion in terms of whether
the report might be able to-help.. Mr. Lehner;

Mr. Lehner} Sure. I think that we can do what has been
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b suggested but I'do not think we could do it at much length
2 : in a public setting.. I think when you talk about 45 minutes

3| I would have to do a little "soft shoe dance" in the middle

41 of it. 1I think,whet Mrs. Burke has suggested is something

S § that can be worked cut end it can be done in outline form but

61 I would not want to..

7 ‘ Mrs. Burke. I am talking about report language. I
8 really have no& gotten to the public thing, just report

9 language..

10 Mr. Lehner. I think that definitely can be worked out

-1 | and can be done for the record as well. It has to be done
12§ so that.ﬁerare not, it doesndt look as if we are intentionally

13 || giving information_which'an investigate reporter ushing his

14 research and, using his intellect, can get to'exaeti“ people
- 18 wpd were involved in this, that is something we have to
16 | be very careful about.

17 Obviously, we will be discuesihg that before we report

.18 || back to you next.

19 4 : The Chairman Mr. Tannenbaum, do you want to respond.
- 20 | t. Mr. Tannenbaum. If you wish, sir.
a :‘.v‘The Chairman. Yes, sir.
2 .‘ | Mr. Tanhenbaum. I think ‘that I agree with Mr. Finley--

.23 I T think that Mrs. Burke s suggestion should be done both in

.24 | the report and in a formal briefing, I think as far as

.23 our investigation is concerned, you.can just look at the briefilng

DocId: 32265556 P‘Lqe 74
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;this COmmittee an. substantive grounds.r So I think that

anything and yet welwill be able to outline the areas we

memo which is now outside, and see the areas that
we ‘really hit --.-each of you can do that yourself. I am
prepared to do that and have something submitted to your
consideration to show you just what we are talking about
as far as a public briefiné ;s concerned, beoause there
reaily are new areas thathave not been touched upon and that
is really one thing that perhaps we ought to do,let the
people know what new areas are as well. I am looking
beyond really the members of the Congress but I think perhaps
the people should know wliat:the new-ardas are that we |
are involved’ “with.

As far as the proposals concerning the public
session, I re-emphasize somethlng we stated about a week and
a half ago in the Capital room and that is that it is imper-
ative it seems to me that the btiefing memorandum and
the’substance of it be discussed with the leadership at the
earliesthpossible opportunity because,as we are all
well aware, if that is done, one woulo be hard-pressed

when seelng that memorandum and its- contents, to voate againsft
as far as we' are concernéob we can at a public session not
give up anything as far as'investigate process will be if

indeed we are bontinued, we will not be giving up

are intenested in.
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- Staff, whether it be Mr. Sprague or whether it be Tannenbaum

_ : 73
The Chairman. I wonder if I could pose a question

to Mr. Fithian and to Mf. Edgar for their response.

One of my major conderns'here having -'ndeavored to
display to the Congress in the picture of disarray that they
had of fhe Committee, that the Committee is now performing
the function of a committee and rather that having oﬁr
feeling that we have made Qomef-we have gained some ground
in that direction, the Congress.now.feels the Committee is
back where it ought go bein terms of the Chairmanship

and the COmmittee, that we refocus attentlon of the media on

or Lehner, that we are once again putting statements of
the STaffs, I wonder if we couldnt work this out in a way
where the.Committee in its report sets forth exactly what you
;re talking about in terms of a public presentaﬁion but it
is coming from the comgitéee iﬁ terms of developing what
has come to the Committee by way of investigation.

That the Committee at public séssion discuss their
report. (Mﬁg. Bﬁrke leaves.) |

It wduid_seem to me that fou afe pqtting the focﬁs
where it oughﬁ to be ratber than just on.staff and being
in the position where the media once again runs.away
with the Sfaff situgﬁion;

Mr. Fithian. I*think we could do that in focus

on the Committee. o
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if just-discussing it-among ourself--

" meeting. I feel very strnhgly that we need the public

74 :

I would like to have the corroborative strength -
of our at least raising a question qf Mr. Lehner and Mr.
Tannenbaum, you know, whether this Committee report we-are
going with now is either accurate or whether that tells all
the un&lassified part of the storj, or in other'ﬁords,
I think there should be some dialogue. I think it would
look a litfle artificial ff'we were just, I am not

sure, just thinking out'loud,it would look a little artificiall

Mr. Edgar. Wili'the gentleman yield.

The Chairman. "Mr. Edgar.l

Mr. Edgar. One Qay’tO'handle:that, I think the direction
to go would be to lave the two iask force Ch;irmen, Mr. Faﬁnt—
roy and Mr. Preyef, make the actual prepared report
statement, ‘but I think that we ought to highlight the fact
that wevdp'have two investigators who are working full time
on these two assassinations and perhaps as a result of
their giving therstatements, we then‘éould turn to Mr.Tannén—
baum, Mr, Lehpe: and you know, clarify any questions
we have of ﬁhé ;édpors that are maﬁe..:I have.no feeiing

that that ceouid'be-part'qf the choreography of the

direction. ' _ .
Mr. Fithian. .I like the idea. I like the idea

and would support it.
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The Chairman. Why don't we then, with this in mind,
have the staff work on the report, to see what we can come
up with in a few days. How long do you think yoﬁ would
need to work;that up?

Mr. Spfague. Well, how about by Monday afternoon?

The Cﬂairmah; Is that agreeable to the Committee?

Mr. dod@. Yes, I would spggest that we be prepared
for like noon on Monday; if the thing with the Rules Committeg
workout'out; I'would assume at that session--

Mr. Prier. Well, you could da that with the memorandum

‘you have'got'right now, gouldn't you, that is a confidential

memorandum.

Mr. Dodd. Yes.

Thé Chairman. Yes we really want t6 give them the
Executive material. We have that;

M?.'Edqar._ Mr. Chairman, could we mer on if that is
agreéd that Mbndgy theyﬂwbuldhbeethafgrandireceiﬁérthert
report from the Staff on some of those other issues.

The.éba;rman. Fine.

We need the.résolution..;:

Mr SP£agueL ‘Mr. Wblf.

VMr. Dodd. Mr. Qhéirman.
The Chaifman. . Yes, Mr. Dodd.
Mr. Dodd. HaQé Gé‘finished.qur briefiné? We have

still got a little more to do on that, have we not?

DocId: 32265556 Page 78
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"is that penned in on .page two, he suggested that as a

f.can.require by subpoena or otherwise testimony but that

e

‘in essence a short resolution tnat extends it for the

1y is drafted

and applies to the Committee giving us subpoena power to

76
Mr. Sprague. That is right.
The Chairman. Yes, we do but I thought we would get ,
to this. |
Mr; Wolfe. This is preparedin the form, I guess, we

spoke of, Mr.fstokes, as a new resolution as opposed to either

restating HR 222 in hoc verba or amendin gHR 222. This is

durationof the Congress and we have spokento the Parlia- ‘
mentarian, Bill Brown about this. It was his view that
tht would be better to have a new resolution rather than
amend’theiold}one.

He reviewed this this morning. That is why there

lead into that'introductory sentence and just
Section z_still Basicaliynof the resolution will require
the Commitfee.to submit a final report becanse that

would not be in H Res. 222 just by extending it as it currentd

Section 3 makes H Res. 222 as an alternative provision

>

hold hearings and so on. NOw, the last sentence has
been amended because under HR 222 the Committee does not

haVe authority ‘to bring lawsuits in. its own name, it

has ﬁeen narrowly construed by Courts and for a variety

79
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tee against the Executive Branch, it must go to the U.S.

' tapes that were made by the FBI, the District Court

: 717
of reasons, I think it is a good idea to include this language

althouéh it cerfainly may add.some controversy that you know
we could delete if it was being deemed politically necessary.
ﬁﬂé reésons I think it should be included are for example
on litigaﬁioﬁ against the Executive Branch for access to
classified documents or whatever--technically if we issue
a subpoena, the Committee does,the Executive Branch determineE
to not comply with that subpoen?. The Committee, the Staff

of the Committee can then not take any action as:arcommit-

Attorney's office to procure a contempt of Congress. Again
there méy be a problem involved @& the lititatién .
againsf thé Executive if it involved eithef the Justice
Department or one of the intelligence agencies.

Other examples of the type whére this would be neces-

'sary are, for example, the suit that sealed the King

P

ordered those tapes sealed for 50 yeérs in the archives, I
believe, abdqt a month ago. Now the last provision
of that ordef says the only exceptioﬁ is if there ié a
valid ordéf of ﬁhe Courtlordering access to those ;apes.
Well, the Committee'does not have standing in the
current Resblution to éo to Court,and get a resolution
to ﬁhe Court and.get &hose—tapes..Thé same would be true--
the statute restricts acéess to Grand Jury minutes |

if you apply for order of the Court, you can have access
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. held that it was a validAsubpoena.'

this verbatim language.

'type of language I think would be desirable is if you wanted

ago whether'that'weS'nbt going to be torn down for Urban

as -

: 4 © 78
and again the Committee would not have standing just by .

the words to require by subpoena or otherwise. Another
important possible advaﬁtage to this is realistic ally, it
gives the Commitee a procedure'that could procure contempt
of an order without going'to tﬁe entire Hoﬁse. .This.
proeedurally vould arise, for example, by the iss&aﬁce of a
subpoena if a motion to quash that subpoena was then
filed, the Committee in that cotrt could get a COﬁrt order
directing that it was a valid subpoene and directing |
the parties to comply with that subpoena.

If the- party then failed to comply w1th that subpoena,

they then could be féund in centempt of that Court order which

¢ 8o, it Would avoid the necessity, if it were desired,
of éoing to thevCongress or the House for~resolution of the
House toefind someone in contempt for not cbmplying
with a- subpoena. And the Watergate, the Senate Watergate

Committee had these provisions, analogous provisions, not

Now, the other types of insta.c i8S vhere, you know, this

injunctive relief. For*example,'the rooming house in Memphis

iS'boarded_up’and'there was scme question a mongh or two

Renewal or other purposes. The Committee has no authority

81



79
to preveht that for evenan= month or two months or just
youknow, to have a view of the'scene or things of that

nature.

And again this just gives'the authority of the

Committee to gé to Court to bring lawsuits, defend lawsuits
br make applications to secure other :i.ni:‘ormat:i.on.’j

Mr. Fithian. Mr. Chairman.

The Chairman. Mr. Fithian.

Mr. Fithian. Is this unprecedented in the House?

10 Mr. Wolf. I do not know if it is unprecedented, if .

S e is, it would be my answer, I do nt know of another Committep

12 that had it. It arose becauée as I said, the Senate
: 13 Watergate resolution I think that the most recent instance
At 14

of where the ssue was focused and then Judge Sirica,affer

13 tﬁey found - that the Committee had. authority to éue, then |

16 I there is a separate question which may or may not come down

7 the line further which would be the jurisdiction of a

18 District Court to entertain these types of lawsuits.

19 Now, in the Senate Case, there is a jurisdictional

.20 statute passed that is bn.the books, providing that for

2! | senate Committees but not House Committees -the District
2 | courts now have jurisdiction and that was passed as a

2? direct outg:owfh'qf.the Senate Watergate Committee case. But

u24 we would not need juriédictioﬁ in all instancés in the

25 District Court, because this languge basically'gives you

DocId:32265556 P 82
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‘authority to sue so it would be applicable to state

courts sometimes of District Court suits perhaps not al; -

- Mr. Fithian.I would be interested in:either the
Chairman or. Judge Preyer's reacfion to this. ‘I find that
it is wholly new. terrain to me but it may be that I am too
new around here. ' ‘ : :

Mr..Preyer..‘Yes, it is new to me, too,.

" Did the Parliamentarian bsing on this or did he?

| Mr. Wolf.. Yes he read it this morning. He said he'
understands that certainly is a valid reason the Resolution’
as drafted is questionable at best, whether it would have
that authority and it is a political decision whether you
want to Ain clude it. He .understands the 1ega1 reasons |
for including it and, as I say, he was the one that suggested
that kind‘ef language just introducing that sentence to
make it clear that it relates back to HR 222 for
purposes of carrying odt H REsolution 222.

. Mr. Preyer. Most people arouhd'here, when you

ask them wha#;they think about a resolution' technical

aspects, Ehey just say whatAdees the Parliamentarian say,

and if he gives. it his blessing,:I would not think it
would. cause. any. trouble. | | |
But I:aM"not:feﬁilier.with ﬁhet, are you?
The-Chairﬁan;"Ne, tﬁe onlgnproblem'l see here,

Judge, is the: interjection of anything new here gives--

DocId:32265556 Phge 83
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Mr. Preyer. I hate to raise a new House issue

for the House or Brown: to quarrel about.

The Chairman. You recall before they raised phraseolo-
gy there-- |

Mr. Preyer. New powers and-all.-

The'Chairman. The new powers, right.

Did Bill Brown seem to feel that--I assumed you
talked to Bill. |

Mr. Wolf. Yes.

The Chairman. That, in the absence-of this

. — . R

provision that you have real serious legal difficulties
in terms of injunction relief.

Mr. Wolf. Yes.

The Chairman. And in other court procedures.

Mr. Wolf. He thought it would be doubtful, that is
rigﬁt. |

Inother words, it is not conclusive but the language,

St

-specific language in our Resolution was construed by the

Supreme Court.in 1928 in the.ﬁeed Case and they specifically
found that thé:e was no authority to Sring lawéuits just by
the language to-réquire'by subpoena or otherwise,evidence.

' The Chairman. What was the analogous language in
the Watergafe:tesoiuﬁibn?'

Mr. Wolf. The'wateréate rgsolutiqn, I domot have

the specific language here, provides that they could require‘

by subpoena or order, and then they specifically made

age 54
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extensive reference to the Executive Branch because that:

@

is specifically what they were concerned with in the Water-

gate Resolution, orders detemrining that the Executive

®

Branch shallidolthe following.

.The Chairman. Is there reason why we chose
~different language? |

Mr. Wolf. I just thdught it was more concise.‘That
went on for almost a page, just.about Executive Branch

Departments and then ‘repeated the language, saying "or aﬁy otwer

10 person or persons."

.1 Mr. Fithian. Mr. Chairman.

i2 ‘The Chairman. Mr? Fithian.

_'3 Mr. Fithian. I wonder if we might not be able to

14 ipcorporate ifi that sentence something the House is a

15 little more. familiar with which is already in H. Res. 222 and

16 that is the subpoena power and just by language and grammati

4 cal construction could not we workiin,you know,.to state
18 in addition to the subpoena power or as an extension of the

19 subpoena.pow§r the committee shall. in other words, somehow
~tie it to so£eghing the House is very use@ to with.subpoenas.
Mr.:Wblf."it 1s.a_ttif1e difficult because this really
does not relate per se to the'éubpoeha power because it is
- an extensioh.“ | | |

Mr. Fithian. - As Fraﬁklin Roosevelt once said,

can't you just weave it in?

Mr. Wolf. Yes, we can try to make that clear but want

DocId:32265556 P 85
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1 to make clear that it is not a part of the Subpoena

qg!' 2 power.

3 ~ Mr. Dodd. Mr. Chairman.
4 The Chairman. Mr. Dodd.
5 Mr. Dodd. Did the parliamentarian refer you to'any other

s instance-- you mentioned Watergate Committee, hbw”about

7 the House Impeachment Panel.

8 Mr. Wolf. I do not believe they hadAthis in but
9 I am not sure. -
10  Mr. Dodd. Anyother precedent at all that you are
1Nl aware of. | | . ;
12 Mf. Wblf. No. Like I said, in 1928 the éﬁpreme Court
, '13 case just found, did not fxave authority absent something

.14 like this and I do'not believe the Committee went back

15 to get a further grant of authority.

16 Mr.trithién. What kind of difficulties do we get
17 into if we do not have this in there and you get on
18- the way six months -and-decide that for whatever reason

19 you need this?
0f Mr. Woif;_Tﬁéeonly difficulty'is you have to go back

21 ' to the House.

Y] | Mr. F;thian. But'f feel so much a;fer, once we

23 get beyond the,recantitution-resolution.

24 - Mr. ﬁblfé. Sﬁie_fheie is no problem just amending
25 ’ that éould always ie‘done just aﬁénding the resolution

down the road to give you this power.

DocId:32265556 PHge 86
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84
. The Chalrman. }Judge Preyer .was just mentioning to
me that that it might be well for us to consider talking
~to the Rules Committee counsel reqarding this because he
shares with me my apprehension that once we open up a new
area for them,. it just adds to our present problems.
Mr. w°1f. Certainiy, we can paws this without that

and in the event we needed that, you know, four or five

months down the road, Just introduce that as an amendment

and perﬁaps you would have a specific purpose as well.

The Chairman. Then why don't we, as unanimouc consent,

difficulty?‘

Mr Dodd. I weuld,if you do not need A second
unanimous consent request'bnt follow along your rule as
well, and checﬁ the Riles Committee counsel to find out
what you nnow, what the status would be in terms of a

new resolution coming up and what we have to do to handle

" but I agree with you, Mr. chairman.

The Chairman. ‘All right. Why don't you do that and

then give‘yeﬁrA;eport back to us at the next meeting?
Mr., Wdlf; 0.K. and the last section 4 just

makes it clear-interimlfunding in HR 11 which by its

own terms, does expire March 31,makés it clear no limitation-'
either express or implied ;n that would apply to the

Committee after the 31st of March.

'The Chairman. Did he feel that was neeessary, too?

- strike this provision so.we do not encounter this additional
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Mr. Wolf. He thought it was not absolutely

necessary but because H. Res. 1l expires by its own terms,

on the other hand, he said without that the last sentence

. of H.Res. 222 states that the provisions of H. Res. 11l shall

e

épply so there may be an implication.even though H. Res. 11
doesnot apply, the restrictions.detailed in there ﬁight by
implication,and heAthought it was a good idea just to make
it explicitly clear he did not think any controversy--
but to make it clear after the 3lst,is off the books and |
any implication regarding 1 is cf£f the books.

The Chairman. Any further questions?

All right, then you will report back at our next
meeting regarding this other aspect of it..

Mr. Sprague. Mr.Chairman.

The Chairman. Mr. Sprague.~‘ v

Mr. Sprague. If I may request some guidance from the
Committee going back to the report a moment, how does the
Committee'wgnt'the matter of the problems th;tAwere'
created after commencement as a result of therimpediments
and the'finaﬁcialilimitations énd'the%prbbiem of the
previous Chairman, treated in this report?

'The‘Chéirman}'Ignorea, I would say, completely.

Mr. dadd} Béniéh'néglect.

The Chairman. Yes. |

That deplorable expression.

[ifi]
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Mr. Fithian. I am not sure we should not say that.

2 | I would have' to ‘think about it, but we migh*l; want to cqnsider
| 3, sayint sqﬁethiﬁg to the effect that for a period of time

4 we were denied access to the FBI's CIA materials or

s soemtﬁing like that. Although that comes to soﬁnd like

6 an apology for non-performance.

7 Mr. Edgar. I do not know.

‘.8 The Chairman. If the_geﬂtleman would yield to me, I

.9

thinkiit is important when we meet with the Rules

10 Comu.tittee., to at the outset recite for them the state in
-1 »wh-i;:h this Coinﬁ\ittee-found itself ﬁp until a .week ago when
12 the Committee began to try to function as a con;mittee. Becaupe

13 I think, it is important for them to realize that we had a

14 Staff here of investigators Qhovwere unable to investigate.
18 YOu haﬁ a ‘staff unable to make telephone calls back to wit-
16 nesses wh6 were proffering testimony to this Committee.

Y That you had a staff that was unable to traﬁel anywhefe to
18 . investigate. |

19 : ‘ I.;hiﬁk this is a part'of‘what you have not done and

- 20 'why you havé'nqt;' And that they héve t'akep it to aAtot.al ap-

21 praisal of where we are ‘now.
2 ',Mr.:Dodd. I will agfeef Ai just though£ I understooﬁ
| 23 in the quegfidhing* .q_f 'Mr.> Sprague. rgferring tc; any reference
. .24 I to the. fo:."mer chai;éman’l or why.this occurred.
25 | | The Chairman. None of t.hat.r
M:; Dodd. I would not want to see in the report at all-f

DocId: 32265556 Page 89
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I think the mémbership of the House is fully aware

of the reasons and I think if we outline those reasons

as for the Staff's inability to perform at a hundred percent,
everyone knows why, I do not think we need to go into

the report to make any reference whatsoever to the former

Chairman's actions, our actions as a response to his actions

‘I just think we ought to leave that out of the report

entirely.

The Chairmén. Sort of. as we discussed this morning.
that the Committee, thecsgnse of thg Cémmittee was that
we reportvheafings that beganuwithtthe preseﬁt Chair's chair-
manship'and sort of-proceedin that same way as.regards
the report. .

Mr. Prgyer. I agree that we never should mention any
names or séme personalities but I woﬂdergd if we do not
at least ant to make a point that things are different now
from the circus that was portrayed earlier and that we

are now proceeding in an orderly.businesslike way--drop

“the hint that the charges about being a circus, but these no

longer apply. ?hdt is one of the things we had to try to

~combat that everybody is going off in different

directios but as a matter of fact, it was one person really
going off in different directions but I think that atmos-
phere ef a circus+tis one of. the hard things we have had to

try to kick and.I:dd-nt think: there is. anything wrong with

DocId: 32265556 Page 90
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suggesting. that we have that behind us now and that we
are proceeding in an orderly way.

Maybe we can be a little sublte about why it is
behind us now but I.think we should give some sense that
things are changed. |

. The Chairman. In the report.

Mr. Preyer. Doing it dipiomatically, that is
all.

Mr. Dodd. If the gentleman would yield I would be
1nterested in seeing language, I would just be concerned
that in trying to be: subtle--some members of the House are
very sensitive to this chairmanship role and--

Mr.'PreYer, I am afraid I am going to have to leave,
Mr.‘Chairman. |

. The Chairman. All right.

There is nothing fnrther then on Mr. snrague's question
so we will turn to the ‘matter of--weil: there are two
things, one Mr. Sprague would be further briefing by you
regarding yesterday s hearing. Secondly, I understand
you have some" additional data to bring to our attention
regarding both investigations through Mr. Ta-nenbaum and
Mr. Lehner, right. o . ‘ T

Mr.”Spragne.f fhat.is‘correct.~

The Chairman..And ‘since one of the matters is only

presented by you in the absence: 6 the Staff, I suppose we

e 91
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will proceed then with the Lehner-Tannenbaum presentations.
_Mr. Sprague. Fine. |
The Chairman. Is that 0.K?

Fine, you‘may5proceed.
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redit, "I am go:ng to shoot you" but she sald she did it in

100 1m¢

to give us this material.

We have cohducted various ihterviews in Memphis and in
Birmingham between Thursday and'Saturday-qf this past week.
These interviews<are being transeribed and we will have the
details of it for further report: and the sigrificance of
these:interviews. |

Just ohe of the matters that was‘taken up at my previous
briefing in executive session pertained to Mrs. Matthews,
the lady that threatened Officer Redit at the airport on the

3rd of April. Her account is that she did state to Officer

a joking manner; it had to do with a private matter between
Officer Redit and herself and~is not related to Redit's
surveillahce of Dr. King and his party.

So, rafher.than going ihro the details of this ar
this stage; I think after these reports have been transcribed
and collated, then i could further detail the committee on
these interriews.

The Chazrman. Okay. Thank you.

Proceed Mr. fanenbaum..

Mr. Tapenbaum.. Yes. Jus; briefly,.we have iocated a
withess whoséridentity was ﬁnknoﬁh for the last 13 years.
She is a female.who was taklng photographs on the south side
of’Elm Street, whlch wéuld be faclng what is known as the

Grassy Knoll" and part of the Book Dep051tory Bu11d1ng where
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"allegedly Oswald was and fired the shots.

She has ‘indicated to us that approxihately two weeks
prior to the assassination, while she was working in another

club, not Jack Ruby's .club but another club, she went to Jack

 Ruby's Club and"there she'was.intpodﬁcéd by’Rub} to one "Lee

Harvey Oswald" of the CIA? using Ruby's words . Sﬁe dida't
know what the letters "CIA" meant, and the.next she saw Oswald
was when he was arrested on television.

She has indicated that there were other people present,
one of whom spoke about this event‘shertly after the intesti~'
gation; after Oswald became a-ﬁellnkhewn,.notofious figure.

This'woman suddenly disappeared. Accordingiy, our
withess: decided it would be in ﬁer best interests not to’
say anythlng. She, in a very real sense, has found religion;
she is marrled to an evangelist now and she is willing to come
forward. She also will state, as she has stated to our people

who were out in Dallas, that approximately two days after the

.assass1natlon two men came to her; one identified hlmself as

a FBI persong'the other as a CIA person, and asked for her
fllm. She gave these two men her fllm, and she has never
seen that film. 31nce.‘ o

“Her film, of course,;eoulddbe cruciai, in that she was
taking photographs of the President's car at the time the

shotsfwgre:fired,'and;it_would show pessibly, if indeed the

'%ilm were developed, pertions.of tﬁe.Grassy Knoll and possibly
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1 some of the depository. So that is an area that we really

2 | have to get involved in and further investigate.
-3 We have also been able t0~develop some information
4§ from a women who'is the head nurse at Parkland Hospital
5 | who was present Qhen Governor Connally was being operated on,
6 || and hed indicated that approximately four to five pieees of

7 fragmentsvwere removed from the governor's body. If indeed
48 that is the case, and we are able to track down those frag-
9 | ments, we would, of course, have to ceﬁduct scientific
10 | analysis on them, possibly neutronic relafion tests, and otherp,
n to determine whether or nof, first; fhe fragments came from
12 the same bullef; secondly, and mpet importantly; whether or
.. 13 not these fragments weigh more‘tllxan that one bullet that - '
§§E 14 allegedly went throegh the President's body from his back,
15 according,to the Warren Commission, end then went through and
16 wounded the governor in five different pleees, that is, frof
' 17 || the right rear shoulder, entry out fhe right armpit info the
18 left side, right side of his body, and out the right breast
19 and 1odging,according to the Warren Commission's finding, in
20 his left tili'gi'i. |
- . So that bellet, as. I am sure you know, as was 1nd1cated
2 previously, in what as been referred to as in a "pristine
23 condition", that is? it is virtually unscathed. If the four

24 or five fragments- in fact were taken out and if we can show --

@‘ e

25 " if we can locate them -- that the§>weigh' more than that
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! portion that is missing from that bullet, then the very cornert
C]l' 2 | stone and basis of the entire Warren Commission Report is no
3 longer valid.
3 4 So these two areas are very significant. We have just
51 come ﬁp with them from people whom {je have in Dallas. They have
8 just‘retur@ed last night. ’
7 We have.élso ﬁad a gentleman come to us, whom I have
.8 been in contact ﬁith, a member of the media from Holland.
’ His name is Wilhelm Altﬁan. He will be assigned to..
10 cover thé assassiﬁation by The Netherlands media,_and he " -7
-1 befriended.a fellow who looms in the shadows of this whole
12 investigation. ,His name is George De Mohrenschild.
C'. ' B3 Mr. Pauntroy.' George?
~ 14 Mr. Tanenbaum. De‘Mbhrenscﬁild, D-e M-o-h-r-e-n-s-c-
- peioa-d. ?hiS'féilow recently contacted Altman and they have
- 6 ' peen in communication for years, approximatély 11 yeérs.
7 Then there is corresﬁondence between the two g;ntlemen
8 to support this. |
19 . In any évent, Mr. DeMohrenschild was visited- by-: !
20 Mr, AitmanwéeVefal.weeks'ago and he wént with Mr. Altman to
2 The Netherlands. " The purpose of his trip was to divulge
2 for the firs% time hiskknoﬁledge of the'assassination of the
zy President, aﬁd:he indiéatea that he was responsible for
,?6 Oswald's activity; énd fgat fhere'were othersvinvolved who werp
25 involved in the actual shooting of the President.
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" and I imagine any other way he could possibly cash in on this

_ him all the tlme,

because the medla in Europe 1s carrylng the story that has

104

This fellow, Mr. De Mohrenschild, in The Netherlands,

was negotiating for book rights as well as TV presentation,

kind of sensational infofmation.

Whaf is.sigﬁifiaant,'of course, other than the fact that
there is_a.confession:hare, is that George Qe Mohrenschild -
is one person, aa I have said'-- I really have to underscore
this -- who is iavolved with Lee-Hafvey Oswald as a part of
history; that is, he befriended Oswald and had his daughtér
qaredfdpPOSwald's wife and child while Oswald was living at
a YMCA in Texas; so he.is a person that is nof a John Doe, Who
is coming forward, giving a confassion to someone in the media

He is someone who has been looked at by researchers

for the last 13Ayearé, and people have pointed a finger at

Unfortunately for us, at this stage he presently is mis-
sing. He left The Netherlands during the negotlatlons and has

not been heard of since. I just wantéd ‘you to know that,

been glven out by Mr. Altman.

We have 1nd1cated to h1m that hls 1nformat10n indeed
was new, sensztzve and unique and requlred further investi-
gatlon, whlch,-ln fact, it does.
| | Lastly, let‘me.commant:just.on Mr. Trafficante and

others of his ilk. The other'apeas that are associated with
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Mr. Trafficante, as faﬁ as the organized crime aspect of this
investigation is concepned; go into New Orleans with a fellow
' by the name of Carlos Marcello who is the alleged leader in

that city. There is one s1gn1f1cant tle as far as that is

'concerned, and that is that there was a person taken into
Zcustody into custody in the DalTex Building, which is right
next to the-Texas Schoolbook Dep031tory -- and, parénthetically,
let me note, asite tﬁat building, that a shot fired from that
building ie consistent with the bullet impact mark that was
found‘on‘the sidewalk on Elm Street.

_ There was a fellow taken into custody in that building
ey the naﬁe»of Jim Brady, wheseé:real name is Eugene Hale Erdden.

He has- a criminal record. T'He was taken into custody in that

bulldlng 1mmed1ate1y after the assassination. He was wanderlng

~around on the second and thlrd floors, and he indicated he was

_trying to call his wife and tell her about the assassination.

| He‘&ae taken into custody and iet go.-

Bfadea worked for Marcello in a building in New Orleans,

,'in Suite.No. 1706 ,casTIrrecall; and in_Sdite No. 1701, and

. whether or?nbé.1706 -;-1?06 Qhere David was or 1701 -- Davdd,

. Ferry was workzng out of - they are adj acent to ach ‘other.
I mentlon thls because of the tie-ins that have been

'made between Perry'and Shaw and Oswald. -

We are in the~?foeeéslef getting the trial transcript --

portions of the trial'tranecfipt because of economies. We

-
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would like to, and hopefully will, get the eﬂfife transcéipt
of the Shaw'trial. |

There are individuals in an aréa,in Clinton, Louisiana,
from a11~w§lks ofilife, who put Oswald and Shaw ana Ferry and
these péople allctegéther with anti-Castro Cuban groﬁps.

" Now, there is a whole area here, obviously; énd-witnesses
who have to be called, nameiy, Marcello and_Mr. Braden and
others, concefning this investigétion. |

So that is really where we are right now. We have just
begun. |

Lastly,-assfa: as thé autoﬁsy is concerﬁed, we have
inform;tion thaf a persén Qho,is.now a doctor, who was a
resident at the tipe in Parkland Hospital, noticed wounds on
the governor'é body that appeared to .be someﬁhat inconsistent
with the official reporting of what happened. We have not
heard frbm“him,_but his friend has come férﬁard and told us -

about this; and we have this person's name and telephone

number.

He, also, accordipg to his'ffiend; who is a lawyer,
‘indicates-éih;f‘ié; this pesident ;-'ithat he was barred from
seeing thé fresident's body byhéertain se;urity-peoble, which |
by his experiencg he deemed to be-§uite unusual,'I am sure.

Tﬁere'iSHjugt oﬁe-ofher.quest%oﬁa. On his obsgrvation.
of the govern&r;svﬁody; it was his.iﬁpression that there were

entry wounds on the governor's body; therecwas an entry wound
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- on the governor's body, and this, again, is sbméone we have
run this down properly.

' the record, we spoke with Mr. McBee whom I mentioned at our

107

to dispatch people to speak with, so that we could really
I also just want to correct the record. For purposes of

last briefing. Hé, I am glad to report to you ail; does not
have cancer, which I mentioned. That was a.piece of misinfor-
mation wé had; So, fortunately for him, he is not suffering
from any terminal disease; however, I report to you that our
people who spoke with Mr. McBee indicated that he is
wavering on his identification of Osﬁald.

We-are still.pursuing that. We will be pursuing the othel
peoplé who Qeie at the meeting between this woman, Jack Ruby

and Lee Harvey Oswéld,

CJ
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Mr. Fauntroy. Mr. Chgirman?

Mr. Preyer. - Mr.'Faunfréy?

Mr. Fauntroy. I just have two questiéns. With respect
to the whefeabou;s of Mr. DeMohren Schilét, you say?

Mr. Taﬁenbaﬁm‘ Yes, sir.

- Mr. Fanﬁroy. Given 6ur projected staff capébility, do
we have an&_capacity to try to find him?

Mr. Taneﬁbéﬁm.. Presently?

Mr. Fauntroy. Yes, given the 115 figure.

Mr. Tanenbaum. The answer to your question is simply
yes. I think, given that figure, it will be véry difficult;
I think we have a_chance of finding him. |

Mr. Fauntroy. Second; Mr.-Cﬁairmén, with respect to
both this repo:t aﬁd:the King report, can you éi&e us an idea
of what a work program in both caseslover the ﬁext'tﬁo months
might consiéﬁ of, in terﬁs of specific_invéstigative activity?

Mr. Tanenbaum. I think, as Mr. Sprague has indicéted,
what we have to do now -- .

Mr. Eauntroy. Have you gbne over £hi§ for the record?z

Mr. Sérééﬁg;'-I think.cﬁly tp'restate my basic premise,
we have got to étart from the.ﬁéginning, fi;d out wﬁat occur-
red, what led up to‘that; and wha£ occurréa since.

Mr. Ténenbau&@f'I can just give you the specifics, very
briefly. |

Mr. Fauntroy. .Okay.'
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Mr. Tanenbaum. And that would be really to identify all
the people who were present at Dealy Plaza, all those indi-
viduals who were in the motorcade, those people who we can-

deem as specators, all official personnel, then determine the

present whereabouts, any and all previous statements made

by all of these-peéple, as well as those in offiéialdom and
thosé who Qent info the book'depqsitory, and move ‘chronologi-
cally. | | | |

We then in conjunction with that have to go over all of
the documents that are available to us, both in a dec}assifiea
manner and classified, that'are presently in the possession
of the Secret Service, FBI and the Central Intel;igence Agency,
and I would add the Departmént of éﬁate and all intelligence
agencies as well a; the State of Texas, any laﬁ enforcement
agencies who conducted any inveétigation with regard to this
case. | | |

That Qould be what we would be doing, and I dare say
that might be taking longer than two mdnths,

Mr. Fqﬁpt;oy. In the mgantime, wouid you have people
working on-éﬁg7ﬁrady and Marcello.and other métters?

-,Mr. Tanenbaﬁm. Yes,.absoiutely. In that regara,

Mr. F&untroyi I keep neglecting to mention but it is so

‘self evident that what we have to be involved with are the

very beginnings of the investigation.

Of course it is what happened in Dallas, and then the
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autopsy, all of the evidence and all of the chain of custody

2 | and all of the people who were present in Parkland Hospital,

3 || from nurses, doctors, media people, security people, the

4 || transport teams that took the President to Air Force One,

5 | and then the trail of the President.to Bethesda and ultimately

é j| to the mortuary. Everybody who was present at that~autopsy,

"7 | long and detailed discussions with Commander Humes, who

8 || actually perforneo the autopsy.

.9 As you know, for some reason he destroyed his originai

10 | notes, and the questions of why were never put to him by the
11 | Commission. That, of course, is all part and barcel of what

12 | we are talking about when you asked about the first two months.

.13 | Mr. Fauntroy. Sure.

14 Mr. Tanenbaum; "So I think that really'that goes beyond
T the twoOmonth period.

16 Mr. Sorague. "Mr. Fauntroy, I would respond on that. I
17 think it ie,important that it be understood that when I keep
.18 || talking about investigating from the béginning,_I also think

19 though that in this investigation we mnet at the same time, as
.20 || we are dOing that basic methodical approach, however, be able
21 || to handle new - things that come to our attention.

7 | Now, I don't think, for example, on this Mr. De Mohrenschijldt
% .' 7 thing that we just sn: back and be methodically proceeding and
24 || Just set something like that aside for six months, saying we

g 25 ' will get to it. Part of the needs ‘that exist when we talk about
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4 1 staff is not only the ability to be doing the basic work, but

2 || we have to, on new leads coming in, be able to have units of

3 | manpower to be able to also work on the new leads.

4 I don't think we can just put them aside.

5§ - Mr. Lehner.. I think in just a minute I could answer your

6 | question, as far ae the King part. We have the'rifle and

7 bullet, ebViously,.nOW in our custody. I have been in touch

8 || with an expert.who I know to be an excellent ballistics expert

9 | a Mr. Alfred Johnson, who is now with the Alchohol, Tobacco

10 | and Firearms Division of the Treasury. He has consented to tes$t
.n fire the gun, to compare the ballistics evidehce that we have,
12 including the test firings that we do have in our possession,

.13 and to report to us.

14 I-have been in touch with his superior, and that has been
-15 || cleared for him to do that work. I 1ntend to ask Mr. Kirshaw
16 | if he will supply us with the name of an expert that he wishes

17 || to do that same examination. We will research that person.

18| If he is a truefexpertitwe‘wbuld be very happy_to have him

19 | present during the test firings as well'as maybe a third
20 || expert that we are now 1ook1ng ‘to. |

N In our recent tr1p to Memphis this past Thursday through
22 Saturday we xeroxed some of the Memphis District Attorney's
23 || Office file, and we.are;working on that, the specific areas,

24 | the Canadian area,:the use of aliases, the Birmigham question

25 ' of safety deposit box and the question of rehewing his lost

DocId: 32265556 Page 105



112

"1 || driver's license and specific areaé.

2 But we intend, once we get reconstituted and have some
3 || funds to do it, to xerox their entire file and once we do that
; we will be able to cross-index their filé, compare it with
s | what we have fréﬁ the FBI in their file' and other files that
6 I| relate to Dr. King;‘and then be prepared to send teams t§ the
"7 | various areas -- Canada, New Orleans, California,-Memphis,
g || Birmingham 1-'theﬁ the Ponngueée'and London situations as welll
é These different teams will have specific areas within
10 | those locations,'report back to us, and wé will try to
mn cogrdinaﬁe that from here in Washington.

12 Mr. Fauntroy. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

13 The Chairman. The Ché;r wants to call the attention of

14 the committee to tﬁeffact tﬁat earlier today wﬁen I made requeét
.15l on the floor.fbru;uthority for the committee to sit during the
16 | £ive minute rule, that Mr. Rousselot of California reserved

7 the right fq object and asked if the meeting of the coﬁmittee

18 | Was for the purpose of hearing witnessés. I responded that it

was for the purpése of executive hearing, to be briefed on

19

;o matters reiétiﬁg to‘the inveétiga?ioné; bgéause it was my unden-
'2‘ standing that we'éid not have‘éng spedificjfeguests éoming
.22 before the cthitteé relative to ﬁitnesses:

a3 So then he haa §,sgcond question in which he said, "But

2 it is primarily tbfheéf_yitnesses. The~gént1ehan is not pian-

25 'nihg to take aﬁy definitive action of which he should be aware.|
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6 ! | He is listening to certain witnesses?” And the response of the

2 || chair was that there will be no specific action taken with
3 | reference to witnesses.

4 Mr. Rousselot then said,‘"Thank the bentleﬁan, and I with-!

S || draw my reserﬁétibn'bf objectién.“ Aftér‘i.had retufned, I

6 spbke'wiﬁh Mr. Spraéue_and told him of éhét coiloﬁuy and he
7 saié no, tﬁat no action would be taken rélative to witnesses.

8 I So. Mr. ﬁeﬁner's reques£ before the cbmmittee comes as a

9 sgrprise. I called Mr. Rousselot to appriée him of the fact
10 || that we had this request before us. He abpreciated thé fact
11 || they called him and suggéstéd a way we might_aﬁend the colloquy
12 [funder the authority to revice and extend, but then said he would

.13 | prefer, really, that we postpone'any.action until after the votg,

14 ffat which time there is no.- question about our being able to take
-1 jjthat action.
16 So in iight of that, rather than beiné in a position of
7 misrepresehtihg to another member of the House, I would requést
18 [[of the committee unanimous consent for h# to.defer the request
19 |made by Mr. Lehner until after the vote én the NASA bill, at

20 || which time it can legally be done.

21 Mr. Fauntroy. Without objection, Mr. éhairman.

2 The Chairman. 996'WE'have that unanimbus consent.

23 Mr. Fauntroy. :ﬁhen_iS'that vote; incidentally?

2| The Chéirman.. ﬁé.saia‘ig sﬁbuld be coming ﬁomentariiy.
25 Mr. ﬁodd.l‘The finalhpaséégé?
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The Chairman. He thought it would.

Mr. Fithian. Mr. Chairman?

The Chairman. Mr. Fithian. At any time I am ready to usT'

ten minutes of the committee s time in an abbreviated recess,
so if that will in any way convenience the process I will do
that. |
Mr. Fauntroy. ‘Ydu are net suggestibng,that we recess, are
.you? |
Mr.

Dodd. For ten minutes?

' Mr. Fithian. Well, what I want to say, I don't want any
reporting of, so however you handle that.
Go off the record.

Mr. Dodd.

The Chairman Okay. Now, before we proceed then, Dick,
what else do you have for us? The matter relatzng to yester-
day's hearlng, right?

Mrf Sprague. The only other thing I guess is they had a
meeting'with the attorney who was here yesterday or this morn-
Chalrman. Shonld ne?
Sprague. This is off.-;_ e
Chairman. Mr. Fithian, do you want to go ahead with
whatever Mr. Sprague has?

M. '

Sprague. }The:e is one other thing I guess I should

-bring to the comminteeﬁe attention, Mr. Chairman. I would like

' permission from the commitfee for our staff to analyze, if we
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can, over this week-end, the ansﬁe: to the one question that
was asked of Mr. Traffiéahtg'When I asked.him‘did he have
any immunify from ahy agenéy 6f the Gb%ernﬁeﬁt with regafd,to
his parﬁicipéﬁidﬁ in any éssassinafibn or éttempt against

'world leadefs. is tb that hé took tﬂe Fifth Amendmenf.

'Now, thefé is a queéfion in ﬁy mind as to whether or not
ghe answer to that quéstion can possibly tend to inciminate
him, and it méy well be that that one answer —- I am not talkirn
about others -- perhaps is in the vein of one that cannot. I
think if you would like to research that, reporting back to
the committee eérly next week if we hgzgﬂgny-basis for showing
that that answer could not possibiy téhd to ingriminate him,

it might be that the committee might on that one want to be

in a position of récbmmending to the House appropriate contempﬂ

action.
The cﬁé;rman.. It doesn't seem you need any authority

here.

-

Mr. Sprague. No, I just wanted to mention . it.
The Chairman. That is something the staff could pursue
which you méyfpreSent at a later time.-

Mr. Fauntroy. Off the record._

‘The Chairman. ‘We have gof until theifiﬁe-minute bell. Dd

you want to proceed? .

Mr. Dodd. Why don't we do Floyd's thing and then since

. the only thing we need is Mr..épfaghe's thing is for us --

g
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maybe we can go over to the Capitol and finish down there.

Mr. Féuntrbf. Off the récord.

The Chairman. I thought we could gét that out of the way
and-ﬁheﬁ go to Fibyd‘s thihg. |

(Thereﬁpon}.aﬁ 1:40 ﬁlm., the reporter was excused from

the raom énd there waé discussion off the record.) -
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The Chairman. The first order of business, Mr. Spr#gue,
would you please renew the request previously made by Mr.
Lehna?

Mr. sérague. Yes, Mr.'Chairman.

At this timé I would request that the Committee designate
Mr. Lehna and myself to be authorized to put Mr.'Ray under
cath in this interview that we are going to have with him in
prison on_thié coming Tuesday, in the event he agrees to be
put under ocath. Frankly, our thought it just to interview
him, and as I said, I consider that preliminary to many
interviews, but if we could_get him under oath, I would like
to be in a posture to do so.

The Chairman. Okay. May I have a motion?

Mr. Fauntroy. M#. Chaiimag, I would like to move that
the Committee authorize or designate Mr. Sprague and Mr. Lehna
to put Mf.'kay under oath during the coursé of the forthcoming
meeting should Mr. Ray agree to that.

The Chairman. ‘Youihaéé.heard the motion.

Is there any question? |

Those in favor of the motion say aye.

(A chorus of ayes.)

The Chairman. Those opposed?

(No response.) |

The Chairman. The mofion is carried, and so ordered.

Mr. Sprague. I guess thé next thing perhaps is formally
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on the record, as we did not have a stenpgrapher here before,
but with regard to the refutation fhat I have presented
yesterday, I think that the record should at least indicate

that I believe that covered each of the points that had been

I think Mr. Fithian had requested that all of thét deaiing with
my response all be put together in just one segment.

The Chaifman. Without objection, that will be done at
this point.

At this point we will excuse the reporter.

(Whereupéﬁ, the Reporter left the hearing room and there
was discussion off the record.)

The Chairman. At this point there is nothing further
before the Committee; and I would entertain a motion that we
adjourn subject to the call of the Chair, -

Mr. Edéar.' I so move.

The Chairman. ©kay, it has been properly moved that the
Committee adjourn subjeét £$.the call of the Chair.

Ready for the question?.

all thosexin favor say4aye.

(A chorus of.ayes.) . |

The Chairman. Those opposed?

(No response.)

The Chﬁirman. Tﬁe motion is carried.

So ordered.
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1 1h;£k”you,_gentlemen.
(’5«;. 2 (Whereupon, at 2:44 o'clock p.m., the Committee adjourned

3 subject to the call of the Chair.)
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