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10_:in:R¢Qm 1310),Lbngwdrth HQuse_bfiidé“Building;?the Honérable"

15 | Rr.. Morrison,.PrOfessional Staff Members.

. EXECUTIVE SESSION
COMMITTEE BUSINESS
" Thursday, July 13, 1978
U.S. House of’Represeﬁtativés,
Select Committee on Assassinations,
”E{ijWashingtoﬁ,"D. C:

L TheaCommitteefmet,qursuént{tégnoticef~at 10:50 o'clock a.m.

Louié-Stokes.(Chairmah of the_CQmmittee)’pfesiding;
Present: Representatives Stokesf(presiding), Fauntroy,
Dodd, Ford, Fithian,,Edgar,:McKinnéy and Sawyer.

Also préSent: ~G. Robert Blakey, T. Howarth, E. Berning and

TheﬂChairman.: The_Commiﬁﬁee wiiivc§ﬁé to ofde?..

The Chair“will recognize Mr. Blakey for a statement.

Mr. Blakey. Mr. Chairman, the subject to be brought before
the Committee this morning basically deals with the nature of the
inyestigatipn. It would be appropriate to go into executive
Ses$ionp

The Chairman. The Chair will entertain a motion.

Mf."Fauﬁtfoy..So move.

. The Chairman. It has been propérly moved that the Committee

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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' 2.:v*'-'Thé Cierk will call the roll. =

3} ms.
o 4l M?.
5* >: ” Ms.
,6 "'H'thO
, 7 ‘- Ms.
;»8;;fj~;}(N6

9: T Ms,

12 Mr

13 | - Ms.

17 | Ms.
18 Mr.

19 Ms.

300 7TH STREET, S.W., REPORTERS BUILDING, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20024 (202) 554-2345

20 ) - Mr.

2] Ms.

‘ 22 e
-] S

24 Mr.

25 | Mé.
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_']0 ..  '{:KNof

14 . (No-

16 (o

.1 | go into executive session at this time for the

Berniﬁg, Mr. Stokes.

Stokes. Aye.

Berning. Mr. Devine.

response{)

"Berning. Mr. Preyer.
response.) .

Berning. Mr. McKinney. .-

response:) .

Berning. Mr. Fauntroy.

. Fauntroy. Ayé.

Bernihg. Mr. Thone.f

response.)

50 Ms. Berning. Mrs. Burke. ..

iééﬁoﬁ#é;)

Béfﬁing.. Mr.ﬁééﬁyé?;
Sawyer, Aye.
Berning.v_Mf. Dodd.

Dodd. Aye.

Berning. Mr. Ford.

Ford. ~Aye.

Berning. Mr. Fithian.

Fithian. Aye.

‘Berning. Mr. Edgar.

reasons stated.

: ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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! Il two immunities.

~

~ The Chairman.  Any'que$tions?

)

N oo 3 : We may move on to something else and then come back to
’ . 4 | 'this?
5§  Dorweihave.aliotion?

s |~ Mr. Fithiah. I so move, Mr. Chairman.

The Chairman. It has been properly moved, then, that the

20024 (202) S§54-2345

-,a.jCommittée:authorize,tﬁe.reQﬁested_immuﬂity‘order;- v;.“

5 The Clerk will call the roll.

n.c.

= o ' Ms. Berning. - Mr. Stokes. = .
D

~
'

HASHTME

il The Chairman. Aye.

"~

Ms. .Berning. Mr. Devine.
12y (No response.)
Ms. Berning. Mr. McKinney.

Is}:‘ ~(No response.)

LEFOWTERS BUTLDTHG,

Ms;}Berhing. Mr. Fauntroy.

TN

<
=
~

Mr. Féuntiqy;fbAye; "
Ms, Berning. Mr. Thone.

(No response.)

ano 7T STREET,
G

Ms. Berning. Ms. Burke.

(No response.)

“}}ﬁ

‘Ms. Berning. Mr. Sawyer.

®
A

L)
-3

Mr. Sawyer. Aye.

(€

Zig Ms. Berning. Mr. Dodd..
25 Mr. Dodd. Aye.

ALCERSEON RIFORTING CIMPaNY, iNC.
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1 ;_ Ms.‘Berning, Mr. Ford‘
2 k;{ ' Mr;chrd,v:Aye._
1] Ms. Berning. Mr. Fithian.
:; ' ' , . M. Fithian. _Aife'. |
SI ':th.'Berningr' ﬁr. Edgar.

5.‘ -,f'Mr. Edgar. “Aye;

~1

- Ms, Berning. We will suspend the counting of the roll

20024 (202) §5M-2345

:3;.call;until;a~éubsequent‘time} andhwe:will come'back'tc the_

s _roli call;-

f;'_zﬁﬁi Mr. Blakey.h MrvﬁChalrman; the next and’ probably ‘most
:g’uifixlmportant 1tem on the agenda is the‘Commlttee ‘s supplemental
? ‘fiE fundlng request | |
. % i3 : ‘ .~ The Committee has before it a memorandum outllnlng the
% §¢?Inature cf thatﬁrequest,vcoupled w1th a number.of supbortlng
.g 'isé-pages. Ba51cally the outllne is where’we have been and where wr
’:? viS% we can reasonably expect to gc between-now and December 31lst. !
a%  i?% The budget has been cut by the staff really about as deep
; ﬁaé as we can. I thlnk it 1s fair to say that it is razor thin |
; !?% with the expectatlon that we go through December 31st contlnulng
E ZGE both investigations, frankly, or at ‘least keeping the options %
 i z§§§§;2¥%zopen to.continuehthem both right through December; It is %
- P S : ' ' ' o i
‘ 7\\/ i i particularly _i.mportant on -theﬂ{ing side. that that option be l

S kept'open.

o I note that over the two year period what had been
2= %estimated as a $5 million budget, would be, if this supplemenﬁal

iy . : T ' !
't . i

i SERESN ITBORTING CTHMPAN . NG,
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1 were adopted, be only 1.8 percent off the orlglnal estimate.

2 ?In fact, I would commend on the record TomrHowarth for,havrng

(9]

estlnated the budget o) well on’ all occasions. If the House

b

had given us the. money we had orlglnally asked for, of $500 000,

[V

the only amount that we really would have been off was the

- & || value of the ba91c sc;entrflc projects, and that, indeed, was

7 I a matter brought.to their attention at the»time. We didn't

IERY ¢ ¢ P

'ilnclude lt ln the orlglnal budget because we dld not know 1n

9‘_January and February exactly what those flgures would be'>

ST B We dld, I remember spec1f1cally Mr Preyer lndlcated to themf

Cpp that we' would probably come back for a supplemental on that.
So in effect, what we are doxng is comlng back for a supplemental

on the sc1ent1flc pro;ects, and the relatlvely minor cost

overrun whlch lS prlmarlly attrlbutable to the cost of travel

13 | and telephones¢’ - . 'f. B v 5'.ft : ‘ E ..W

,15y"5",The Chalrman._ Questlons of any members’

Mr.. F:Lth:x.an?

o

Mr Fithian. Thank you, Mr, Chairman.

0

I would just ask that Mr. Blakey and Mr. Howarth provide

"
o

'us’with some information as to what happens in December. I

z 100 T STREET, 5.3, REPORTERS BUTIDTHG, WASUTHGTGN, D, C, 20024 (202) SEW-23§

()

:

: haven't gotten all the way through the budget, but obviously

¢
i //

f our whole'investigation will be donefand public hearings will

€&y

A
/4
»n)y
(B8}

j be done, Wwe will still.have'the need for staff to do the

reportlng, etc., but I would trust that the phase out -

Mr. Blakey._ In the best of all p0551b1e worlds, which :

i ALCERSON REDPCORTING STMPANTY, NG,
DocId: 32266685 Page 7
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and quit. . Because this is not the best of all possible worlds,
v back to the Congress for probably 90 days extensron lnto the
-certalnly a relatlvely small‘flgure to malntaln a.skeleton
»force, to process the report through the agenc1es, through-
che Government Prlntlng Offlce, and to transrer ltS flles

to wherever they_w1ll nltlmately be'transferred ThlS budget

our life is over with anyway.

ICommittees. .For example, all of our bills won't come in
in ﬁecember.forfthe month.of1Decemberfj¥éuthere'will have to .

‘be therkeieton'forcedaround for 60 toVQOﬂdays just to7proceSS

gHouse for that flnal mopplng up operation lf we could get

this is not, we will end on December 3lst, hand in our report, !

the likelyvresult,Will be is that the,Committee Will have to gg

next Congress and spend an. -as yet undetermlned amount of money,

aims'to'enddus'atrthewendfoffthisvCongresssWhen technlcally'f-

If, in fact, we determine in December when it will
be approprlate to. determlne that there is a need for a w1nd-up

time, thlS 1s a practlce v1rtually unlversally followed by

the bills, but what we are talking about is a relatlvely routlne
|
process of cleanup in the next Congress,_certalnly no hearlng54

o !

certainly no investigation after December 3lst. ‘ i
The Chairman. Mr. Fithian?

i

Mr. Fithian. And one further questlon. v _ S

Mightpit be poséible to never have to go back to the.vu

House Admlnlstratlon 51mply to ta&e on the respon51blllty of_'

ALOERSON RTPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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o de

.:‘day, and then you must be . reauthorlzed in the new Congress.

,Committees"of the House die at the end ofAthe Congress, and

"technlcally every commlttee around here doesn t ex15t for one:
This Congress cannot- blnd anythlng beyond the 31st.

}questlon-clear, obv1ously.

_employees of .the House Admlnlstratlon Commlttee. a ."I

payment of the_remainder of the staff to finish out the.

purely routine? -

"Hr.-Blakey.:'No, I think What_happens-is that all

| Mr Flthlan.. I understand that.n I dldn t make my

'The House Admlnlstratlon Commlttee sometlmes lumps 1n»*

a whole serles of llttle lnCLdental type expendltures,:rather' -

than to retain or ask that thlS Commlttee be reconstltuted for

any part of the next Congress, do you follow me =-- in other

words, whoever was do;ng the mopplng up exercmses would be

Mr. Blakey. I suppose that could be done.' It?would
probably be just as 51mple to have the contlnulng resolutlon

and put us 1n, and hav1ng explalned at the tlme thlS was

mop-up. It would be appropriate to have our life contlnued fox

legal purposes so that the staff could represent thevCommitteei
in negotiations»with'the agencies. That is what I think may !

. . . . |
happen} The-Commitment-has-always been from the agencies to ;
disclose the information to ns subject to a rev1ew before E
Ifinal declassxﬁlcatlon, The memorandums of understandlng are |

between this Committee and the Department of Justlce, this i

ALDERSON RIPORTING CTMPANY. INC.



! Commlttee ‘and the CIa. It would be approprlate to have thlSv

~

Commlttee flnally negotlate those pOSltlonS.

. -,3 ... Mr. Edgar., Mr. Chairnian.

C e

The Chairman. Mr. Edgar.

wn

Mr. Edgar. Just a . point following up on Mr. Fithian's -

$ comments, I would hope .that some researCh has been done on

\“

'exactly how to do what you are talklng about because 1f I

remember the last two Congresses, we took the flrst two weeks

20026 (202) SSH-2345
oo ‘

¢
Ne)

fof January off and the flrst leglslatlve day was not untll

n.C,

ﬁmld January at the earllest, 18th, l9th 20th, and there is a ._d

great deal of organlzatlonal work that 1s done there, and I

HALHTHGTON,

would hope that we wouldn t find ourselves in a posrtlon where

13 1) we dle on the 3lst and have to ask our staff to be volunteers

"for a month. .

13 : Mr; Blakey. It is unllkely that the staff would, glven

KEPGREERS BUTLRTNS,

‘5flthe hlstory of the last 51mllar request. Nevertheless, there

S,

has to be a resolutlon 1ntroduced by House Admlnlstratlon for

o

all Committees, Jud1c1ary on, and it would be,approprlate to

put us in there,.and‘it would be extremely unusual for us to

300 7T STREET,

be taken out. Iti.would require a vote for us to be taken

out. And if it is put simply as clean-up, which is what it would
‘ =7 2 ipe, I doubt that it would present an issue of controversy. ; :
e " The Chairman. I thlnk maybe what Mr. Edgar has 'in mind . E

is a pay lag system that occurs “in January.

Mr. Blakey. It is only a day and every Committee suffers;

DocId: 32266685 Pa&e 10 ALCERSOMN RIPORTING COMPANY, INC.



; 10-
S
":,it;_'_This Committee would be no dfferent than any of the b'}
2. 'otﬁérs; | | |
: 2 ,The'chairﬁan. Well, Qe'wéuld undefgo a period where in
‘ _ : il thve -Delmoc‘:ratic Caucﬁs we go thréugh the: érc;ceSS Vo_f e]-.ec'ting‘
Iy i .
g. s%-Chan.rmen of commlttees, etc., and SO forth, and untll such
LR . S ,
3 5% time as you haveapproval of that, there are no Commlttees,
=~ oo .
_Ev 7%:1 don't béliéve, in operatlon.
éf ngLif‘Aﬁr;fBlékégl; The.étaffs‘con£1nue ffoﬁ year‘to year,‘ﬁhéuéh;  
'f ?%”Tﬁéy are pald contlnuous from year tévyear. ‘
g  :iél. " Edgar;v.Cut the s£aff contlnueé bécéusé the jurisdlétlchf
%I ‘élénd the‘authorlty for thevstaff fér ﬁhe éoﬁmltteeAgoes:frém-
i' i Congress“to Congress. |
‘ | g 2o Mr. vBlak.ejjf. Nd. At ;che— beg.J:.nnJ.'.ngbro_lfv véavchv C.or,llgre.ss.
§ ?‘;-there must be a-ﬁew, iﬁ fhe HéﬁSe, a neQ»resolution creating, 
E, fiéveaqh Cbmmittee.gnéw, ihcluding the JQdiciary'Coﬁmigtée, It ! f»
2§  ?ﬁ  a§éé,ﬁ§t c¢ntiﬁﬁ¢;_  S v T - ‘
:i’.?rj The Chairm$n:i'Théfﬂis1£hé{first order’ of buéihesé?
g %a:‘ Mr;xBlakey. Yes. |
£ :;i Mr. Howarth. Also, of course, they have to put in a
§ 20' re§b1ution to finance the Committees on a £emporary basis,
§ which cove;s all COmmifﬁees that are in‘existence. If you ;
% récéil; the'resqlutioﬁ’continues the.Coﬁﬁittées'more.or less E
%?at the same level of expenditurefthét théy had thé previous %
Zdé year until the House acts on their“funding resolution for the,é
2o | o - v 3

current year. So all Committees have to be extended

1. SERSOM REPORTING COMPANT, IMC.
DocId:32266685 Page 11 ALZERSQI < S
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|
'I, financially.w I mean,.no Committee haS'any_funde until.thisv
‘zéfgenerai resolution is'passed;' | | ‘
3 ‘Thelcnairhan. As that applies to select: committees,
., 4 " standing comm:.tteee I can understand hav:Lngvto be funded in that'
g Si way, but how about seiect committees?r.
él s M. Howarth; Well, it ieiin the.reeoiution,‘-It hae
§ '7' happened each year, ThateiS~how' we had a.problem, if you
é' 8 zremember the first year,ulast year, when we were restricted
: ?gdto about $83 000 v.I mean,‘it doesvcovervall committees.- 'So
"; vzoé"the thing is we would have tovbe created again like any other.
g i _ : . - v , S '
g zi% committee,‘but once we ‘were created, we would come under the
E 12£'general funding resolution. o |
b ; . ' _
‘ i;::_' 13 . -'I‘he Chailrman. Anything further?
%_ ¥A§ Mr;‘fauntroy?v' | e
% 1:%': Mr, Fauntroy.' Mr. Chairman, I am not sure that this is |
g:viéé the.point at which you would want to conSider some amendments,
; ’;E but I ha#e now haa an opportunity to look over this budget |
; ?8% and I would agree with counsel that it is razor thiﬁ, but in
; ¥?§ that regard, we certainly nave to commend tne'staff for the
§ -Ci very tasteful way it handled the very difficuzt task of reducidg
@<§§%;2?§-staff So that we come in at this level, but I think that it é
‘ :&\i\f 2z ‘ is perhaps too razor thin a budget to take forth at this time, |
23} and particuiariy in'light.ofisome of the things that I am vg
Zaé'concerned about»inlthe King investigation. Idfeel we need |

23, a little more latitude for some contingencies, and therefore I

it : ALCERSON REFORTING CTMPANY, INC.
DocId: 32266685 Page 12 T ’ X



12

1 would srmply recommend and will make a motlon at the approprlate'
. i
tlme to add oh, a $6O OOO contlngency fund that would brlng

o

3 it up to $750,QOO and would afford;us some latltude to carry

.!»

out what appeared to me to be potentiallyiproductive follow—up

é' S i leads that we are now continuing to pursue;'
_é é o ﬁr.“Blakey, 5That.uould be very useful,'Mr, Fauntroy;.
L g '7 Obviously what we don't sPend‘we will give back. This
E‘E;,; '_;é :8é:Commlttee has a unlque hlstory ofv'ln fact,unot spendlng money -
;fg~ﬁfl, ; S fglven to lt; We turned bact $450 000 the flrst session, and
_’€-: f: j Iuéclf there lS a llttle flexmblllty ln the budgetr that shouldn.t'ug;
fif”:i f!é'cause any trouble.v | o | ,, |
_f.v 12 \ _ Mr. Sawyer.b Why not make it s$loo0, 000 SO we go $790 0007
@

13 I don t llke those round flgures llke $750 000. You never blll

S legal blllS that way.' It always looks too‘arbltrary.

15 '_Mr; Fauntroy. I would have no objectlon to that I suspect}

RE‘.POR’I‘[‘.RS BUTLDING, HASHTHGTON,

s | that once our submi551on is made, those of our detractors in

1N

S
o

the press will'say“it is more than a half.mllllon dollar _ i
— : : ’ !
ol . 1
; '8 || request. If it got up to $750,000, they would say three—quart%rs
& : ’ |
!
£ 19 of a million. So $790,000 wouldn't make much difference. |
< : ' - i
s 0 The Chairman, And they are probably going to cut us some |
: » _ - !
PSS B anyway, so I thlnk that whatever the. Commlttee feels is appro-
‘ ffé"\/ 22 5=1,pr1ate ought to be entered as the budget flgure. ' '

Mr, Blakey._ I mlght add, Mr. Chalrman, this budget was i

“ i not framed w1th a notlon that there was need to cut lt, as

: lndeed the last budget was not framed w1th the notlon that there

i
1
i
1

DocId:32266685 Paye 13 » ALCERSOM REPORTING CTMRANY. iNC.
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tn

some_coﬁtingencies.~

O~

? I w111 move that we add the contlngency item of $lOO 000 to

O

'the budget proposed by staff

C. 20024 (202) S5u-23u5

~)

.s79o ooov L

$790 000
The Chalrman,. Is there any discussion?

If not, then the Clerk will call the roll

15 R Mz, Ford.ig.Thls is on the $790,000? It lS on the

REPONTERS BUTLDTHG, l~’;‘,§!!7H(.Z'i‘:’)'l‘i )

=t $790 000 rather than the additional? . m -~

i

<
ad
-

‘7§ | The Chairman. The motion is for a total figure_of

12 $790,000 for the submission of the budget.

Ty Ms. Berning. Mr. Stokes. . -

ann 7Tl STREET,

The Chairman. Aye.

-
e - . i . N i e - T
Eﬁﬁ:#ﬁ' Ms Bernlng Mr. Devine
S a2 7 e : . .
. 7 N (No response.)
1 .
27 .
{ Mr. Berning. Mr,., Preyer.
7¢ |
| (No response.)
i Ms. Berning. Mr. McKinney.

DocId: 32266685 Pa&e 14 o ALCERSSN RIPCRTING CTMPANY, INC.

‘The Chalrman, You-are’talkihgvabout ahtotal figure of

g Mr. Fauntroy. We are'talking about altotalifigure of‘

Mr. Fauntroy. If it is therefore appropriate, Mr. Chairma

oY .

S | ‘{

B o »PﬁﬂWaekroom'to cut it. B

1h;“’. 2 ” B The Chalrﬁan._ As: l say,. w1th the reallzatlon that thlS isl

. i a barebones budget, your flgure of $69O OOO, I think Mr. Fauntd
' .4d-ls rlght and ‘Mr. Sawyer, We ought to have some: leeway.for

ny




1y (No

o

L .Ms.
3’ Mro‘
s - Ms.

w

~(No

(No

~1

20024 (202) §54-22u8

n.c.

HASITHGTON,

Ms.

14

- Ms.

REFORTERS BUTLN NG,

;

- I Ms.
s a7 Mr.
e i
=z 9 _ Ms.
& _
z 19 Mr.
= i
< ;
s .
g

"
24 " Ms
H _ i
[
25 |
== i The
!
i
i
]

DocId: 32266685 Pa%e 15

.. (No

response.)

Berﬁing. Mr. Fadhtroy.v

‘Fauntroy. Aye.

Berning. Mr. Thone.
response.)

Befning. ‘Mrs. Burke.

‘response.)

Be:ﬁing,*§Mr,fSéwyer;H

Séwyer. Aye..

. Berning. Mr. Dodd:

response.)

Betning. Mr. Ford.

Ford. Pass.

Berning. Mr. Fithian.

Fithian. Aye.

Berning. Mr. Edgar.

Edgar. No.

14

Berning, Four yeas, ' one no, and one pass.

Blakey. Mr. Chairman, I would suggest it might be

t
23 ! will call the roll.

Berning. Mr. Stokes.

Chairman. Aye.

% || appropriate to take that vote over.
_(EETM =t The Chairman. All right, then without objection, the
e : _ ‘ ' :

&

ﬂﬁa\ s previoﬁs Vote'will be'expunged from the»record, and the-clerk
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Ms.

Mr.
Ms.
Mr.
Ms.
Mr.

Ms.

The

Mr.

Berning. Mr. Devine.

response.)

Befning. ‘Mrd_preYer.
reséonse.)

Berning. :Mr; McKinney.
réspoﬁsé;)'

Berning. Mr. Fauntroy.

Fauntroy. Aye. - .
zBerﬁing;_ Mr};vThdne-

Berning. Mrs. Burke.
responée.j

Berning; Mr. SaWyer;
Sa&yér. Ayé; |
Berning-- Mr:D§ad; 

Dbdd;{_AYé{! |

Berning. Mr. Ford.

Ford. Pass.

Berning. Mr., Fithian.
Fithian. Aye..
Berning.  Mr. Edgar.
Eagar. No.

Berning. Five ayes, one no, and one

_Chairman.; What is te parliamentary

ALCERSON REZSCRTING TCOMPANY. INC,
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-state that . the resolution passesi -

'1t mlght be approprlate for me to“notevforvthe benefit'ofr:

:;effortAmyself»tofspeoialize peopie and I found it just simply |

16

*Now,vwe have:one vote in process waiting for --
The Chairman. On-this, also?

h Mr. Blakey. I am sorry. It would be appropriate'to

::The Cheirman. hll'riéht, then,_fivefmembers‘havfng'roted
jinlthe affirmative; the resoiution is adopted.
Professor Blakey’
Mr. Blakey.' Mr;iéhairman, We‘heye.one'vote~;nffpreCess

awaltlng-the arrlval of Mr, Preyer’s_proxy. In that-interim-

the Commlttee several 1tems. One, Charlle Mathews w111 be by

to see each of the members inleldually toydlscuss the questlon.'
ofmspecialization for the upoominglKing and Kennedy heerings. 'y

The hearings have been outlined by subject matter. .I made an

wesnﬁt’appropriate for_meAto_do-it'without ;getting your'judg-'
ments first about the areas where you would like ,to”specializep
and with a clear idea & when that material may come up in the

hearings.

By the end of this week or certainly the middle of next,

Mr. Mathews will certainly be around for you znd he will ask

you to set out your preferences one through 17. I w1ll come
back and shuffle them to try to maximize your preferences and
then come back to you with a tentative list of spec1allzatlon,5

and then you people can work among yourselves to make sure %

ALDERSCN REPORTING COMPANY, iNC.
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States District*Uudge in the Southern District We WOuld be
' faCing a Situation where ‘the Attorney General might well be held
pin contempt, this time in contempt of Congress as opposed to contem

'of,courtfinﬁthe Southern District.
7would have one or two ch01ces. We could'either recommend to him
7that he prosecute himself for contempt,_or that he app01nt a . |

_ bring him before the bar of the House for a hearing on contempt.

13 |

[Aare waiting I would like to know if lt would be all right for_

. people, a staff person connected with our office, inasmuch as

.20

The_Chairman. I seei
Mré-Blakey. It would be a veryfinterestihg contempt. We
spec1al prosecutor to prosecute him for contempt, or that we__

I add at this p01nt, that this suggestion is no maliCious

on my part, as much as I have indicated on the record that I

would like to see this Committee have anfinherentvcontempt,'this "

isn't one being pressed by me for personal reasons.

Mr, Ford Mrx. Chairman, While.we are waiting, while we

this Committee to move in. a direction where starting Monday
night with the briefing of the full Committee and the Committee

members, that we would be able to bring at:least one of our

we are moving into the August, you know, the public hearings,
if we are gOing to do that, 1 personally would like to have a
staff person that I could work constantly with, you hnom, here-
in_Washington while I'm back home in the district.

Mr. Blakey. There would be two elements, Mr. Ford, inasmuch

. ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.

DocId: 32266685 Page 18

pt



®
0 5
-
Ao
3
~ _
8 7
-S:
g 9
R D
g M
2
g 12
_ g
®o: "
. wn
2 14
B
& .
S 15
=
=
£ 6
g7 4
S
et
5 18
,:
£
S 19
=
20
21
‘ 22
' 23
24
25

21

'asvwe talk about the hearings and theplans to use unclassified .

material, there .would be no problem with the staff person being -

present. If we wanted to summarize the investigations as

‘they actually ~are in both King and Kennedy, and~We got into

ClaSSlfled material, the staff person would not be permltted to

| be present..

_Mr. Ford; Well, wevcould ask him to leave, but I think‘ ,

.zat some poxnt we. ought to brlng them 1n now. AFOr.my sake;[yonf
»;:know, I need a staff person worklng w1th us to be brlefed on
'certaln lssues and certaln thlngs that are g01ng to be brought :

out. - If lt is all rlght w1th the Chlef Counsel along w1th the o

Chairman, I would llke to see us next week some time to have the
permission to biring staff.pe0ple in. .

"Mr.fBlakey. 'Eicept for one area, apart_from-the classified

‘question, which we could reveal, except for one area on King,

:lt mlght beaporopr1ate. I WOuld be mostfreluctant to,vat the

dellcate current stage of the lnvestlgatlon on the Klng Slde;mu
tollncrease the number of staff people aware of that investigation,
Forvexample, the entire-Conmittee staff will not be there, the
entire Committee staff has not been made aware of, indeed, the
entire King staff has not been made aware of our pursuit of

certain conspiracy allegations. We have not had a leak up until

this point..

Mr. Ford. I don't see any problem with that. We can tell

the staff, you know, when they have to step out, you know, or

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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16'; no doubt gomng to be used in the publlc hearlng.

22

certain information they are not privy of or what have you.

_The Chairman; I think Mr;-Fithian iSjseeking recognition.
' Mr Flthlan. Thanx you, Mr. Chalrman.

: I just want to strongly support Mr. Ford, and I want to say

 this. It seems to me as we prepare, Mr Blakey, for the pub11C’

‘hearings, that segregatlon of materlal of that which can and

that Wthh cannot be made publlc is 1ncumbent upon you and the

:ystaff in any event.' That has to be carefully done and done ln ari
.timely fashion,'and all'I_ would want, qulteﬁhonestly, and
'obv1ously for my staff person 1s to work to help me coordlnate

: and prepare for the publlc hearlng,'and;therefore, as we go"'

along, you w1ll have to segregate the 1nformatlon and the materlal
1n any event, and as you segregate by sectlon, by parts of 1nqu1r1e

by parts of the lnvestlgatlon, it seems to me that we could have

our staff or permlt our staff to have access to that whlch ls_

And I am only concerned about ‘the’ publlc hearlng at thlé.pOlnt
All of us have carried the cla551f1ed section ourselves on the
Committee. i am only concerned about the public hearing anyway.

- Mr. Blakey. Insofar as we talk about the hearings, there
is no groblem, Insofar.as we talk about the full investigation,
the personal staff people would probably haye to be on a revolving
door, in and out, 1n and out,‘and what I am questlonlng here is
the utility for them coming and asking them to leave over major

portions of the briefing. It might be more appropriate to bring

= '
ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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- indeed wefwill, as soon.as‘specialization is fully completed.

- don' t want 1t to be two days before we begln publlc hearlngs.’]

0]

fln the case of everyone else,‘I mean, they haven t done anythlng,

23

the staff people innwhen-we focus squarely”on.the‘hearings, as

| Mf, Fithian. Solyou'are'saying that'this Mondayfnight'
se551on mlght not be the best ‘session. a |
_Mr; Blakey.»'It mlght not be the best tlme to begln.
_'Mt; Fithian, I am notvquarrellng w1th that, but I justrwant

to jOln in on saylng I want to move a staff person in soon. I

Mr Dodd Wlll the gentleman yleld on that polnt°

I would Mr. Chalrman, llke to support what Harold 1s .

Vdsuggestlng here, and I. thlnk lnformally we have all dlscussed Wlth (.

each other here the nece551ty to.have some sort of help, partlcular
durlng the publlc hearlng proce ss. I think'most of us had a

staff person as51gned in our own offices. some time ago to thlS

area, and then in my own case, that staff person has left my

employment, and I don t even know what they are d01ng, but I thlnk'

you know, for a long timevbecause of the nature of our hearings.

I was curious myself about trying to bring someone on'to
work with me over the next three or four months, and it raised
through the Committee, the staff .Athe poséibility of going back
and maybe gettlng some of those people that we no longer have
w1th us. I real;ze there are particular speclal problems involved
with that, issues that Mr,JBlakeymralsed that I think are entirely

legitimate..

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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3be.able,to havefSOmeone'work with me, if there is a-poSSibility

- of gettlng someone from the Commlttee,vthat the Commlttee 1s aware
yof that ‘would be a good person to have, that they may have dealt
with or someone they would have brought on or dldn t,because they

reached a level they couldn't bring anyone‘else on, and I juSt"

“.of resources to go to to get someone who would have a. good worklng;

rknowledge of the thlng before we begln.

- what wasn't, and we have to provide not to be hit with it.

_that are belng placed on us as 1nd1v1duals durlng that tlme perlod

24

I would 1ikeﬂtoAadd as a request here, since I would like to

would like +to be able to haveusomeone,.and I don't know what pool :

. But I would llke to endorse Harold's concept.-il’thinhywe~
are absolutelngorng to'have torhaveylt. |

| Mr; Blakey. 'One of the things that isggoing to.haépen or
is happenlng is that senlor staff counsel are belng aSSLgned
prec1sely the areas in whlch each of you Vlll be spec1allzlng,_
and you w1ll be dlrectly, personally brlefed by the senlor staff g
people.- o | | | |
| Mr Dodd It getsﬁmore'oomplicateé”thanythat, Bob;h We
are going to have, you know, we are going to have our own local
press in addition to what goes on here, and calls coming into

the office, and what are you doing, and we as individual members

have to do all of that in terms of what was actually said and
I think we are being anully Shortsighted'in'terms of the demands

And I thlnk as much knowledge as these people are going to

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC. -
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voutllned I thlnk is really somethlng at thls p01nt."I think We

rare probably going to have to have, and I would support Harold's

“with the commlttee comlng up w1th someone who could be helpful to

iidurlng these brleflng se551ons, you are talklng about haV1ng

-'1nformal brleflng SeSSlonS beglnnlng on Monday, or at least R

I

15
lé*' outllned August and September,'lnto 17 subject matters, coverlng

"the entlre Kennedy hearlngs and the flrst phase of the Klng

_hearlngs. They have been assigned to senior staff people to

 cross examlnatlon is approprlate, what it should sound llke, the

25

have without encroaching on the very sensitive areas you have -

1dea, and I would add only to that that I would llke‘ some personal_

me personally that vaould put onvmy own paerllvdurlng th;s perloéf'

~ The Chalrman. I see no problem in worklng that out.'

V'”x Mr Dodd I-have-a request,zMr. Chalrman.*fbw aboutf

hav1ng“onegon_Mondayzabout where thlngs are. What about as we'
eventually pull the thing together, where we have gotten the
areas of spec1f1c1ty where we are. 901ng ‘to be worklng, to have
sort of cell meetlngs w1th that staff person from that comm1ttee°

Mr..Blakey Let me outllne what will happen. We have

outline in detail. Those outlines will include the suggested
text of the narration, the suggested witness lists,znd the questio
to be asked of the witness, our recommendation as to whether

cross examlnatlon would be approprlate of that w1tness, and lf

specxallzatlon of at least two members of Congress on that witness

what'areas those two members of Congress might want to raise w1th

" ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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- this witness} allbof the exhibits and demonstrable ‘evidence that'
I might be'introduced on:thatbday When all of that is outllned

’vand the backup material that supports it is put together and
‘his staff in that area.
;Will be possrble for any member of Congress to come . and read

‘directly through all the bOOkS,vln effect, prev1ew the entire:-d

~set of hearings. Once lt gets outlined With that kind of speCifiCit
questions should be asked what questions should be done on
.certain days. By spec1a1121ng like that, it should be . p0551ble

'day becausefhe'knows'What is'coming'up and“probabIY'in;the context

of the hearings, not necessarily missed because major roles will

T 26

the specmalization has been cranked 1nto it, a senior staff person

_will comepand=work Wlth the Congressman or the Congressman and

The books Wlll be prepared on each of the areas so that lt

it w1ll then be pOSSible for the entire Committee to s1t in - a

strategy session on exactly what the hearings look like , what

for a,member of-Congress to.choose not to be_present’on a certaino

be played by dlfferent people on different days, although ome time

will be reserved for, probably under the five minute rule, for
each member to ask any questions any day.

Well, I am sure you can remember in the hearing involving
Mr. Nosenho,'how'frustratingﬂand ineffectual questioning of a
significant mitness is under the five.minute rulet You get your
first question in_and it_goes on to the next person.: The defector

really was wiped out by direct and cross examination and then

LY s
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the Commlttee because he talked all the tlme and the Commlttee only

we would be much better off;

wresume the roll call on the lmmunlty questlon.d f

27

vtotally-regained his pOsture and composure, and frankly began"

to glve the top level he galned the upper hand in deallng w1th

talked five minutes.

So that if we can avoid:that kind of situation in our,hearihgs
Mr. Chalrman, it mlght be approprlate at this tlme to:

tThe Chelrman.f The. Clerk w111 1nform Mr. McKlnney at thls
tlme ef the metlbn;b | o | |
” .Me.lberntng.;.There'ls a teeolutlon to cohfer thedlmmunlty
that you hate befo;e you. Mr. Fithian made the motion. We have
a tote; | B
_Havevyou‘hadgevchance'to leqk.at itz
Mr. McKihney.; Yes.
| fhe Chéirmenti All rlght, cehtihhe £ﬁé_c¢§n;L;
Ms. Bernlng. Mr. McKlnney Aye..
Ms. Berning. And Mrﬂ Preyer.
(No response.)
Ms._Berning.' Eight ayes, Mr. Chairman.
The“Chairman.. All right. Eight members having voted in the
affirmative, the immunity order'is;granted.
"Mr., Blakey. There ie nething else to brihg betore'the
Committee at this time, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Dodd. You will let us know:about the meeting on Monday

y

P
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night.
- Mr. Blakey-.‘ Yes.
The Chalrman. All rJ.ght, 1f there is noth:.ng further to

come before the Comm:Lttee at. thlS t:.me, the Chair w:.ll adjourn E

the meet:.ng sub]ect to the call of the Cha:Lr.

(Whereupon, at . ll 35 o' clock a. m., the Comm:.ttee recessed._
subject . to the call of ,the Chair.)
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