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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION CONFADENTIAL
New York, New York —
In Reply, Please Refer to T S
File No. ) "\‘: N . i
AUG 2% 1977 RASE

John Orion Pittman
Internal Security - Russia
{%ull Investigation
(Initiated 6/17/77) §> |
ATT, TRPORMATION CONTAINED
' ETN I8 UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPE
Office of Origin: New York VHERE SHOWN OTHERWLSE.

Date Investigative Summary Prepared: AUG 22 1977 é/’?jf‘/ (7%
Ciassified by nfﬁimymwgﬂgw

Basis for Investigation: Deciassify on: OADRY 7L

Investigation is based upon authority of the Attorney
General to conduct full counterintelligence investigations
of leaders of the Communist Party, USA (CPUSA) pursuant to
the Foreign Counterintelligence (FCI) Guidelines. (9@6?9

The Communist Party, USA (CPUSA) is an
arm of the international communist move-
ment dominated by the Soviet Union. (U)

Investigation to Date:

Since February, 1974, the subject has resided at
Thakurova 3, 116-16, Prague 6, Czechoslovakia. He is the
CPUSA's representative on the editorial becard of the "World
Marxist Review", the theoretical journal of the international
communist movement headguartered in Prague, Czechoslovakia.
One of his main functions on the editorial board is to prepare
CPUSA activity reports for the Kremlin. 92??{)

He was elected to memberships_gg_;Qg_ggggfi%_%%ggizsz~“
(CC), CPUSA, and the National Council (NC), CPUSA, at the. /
21st National Convention of the CPUSA, held June 26 - 29,
1975, in Chigagq{ Il inois.‘}£Q?2\
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John Orion Pittman

His foreign travel includes visits to Bulgaria
during the summer of 1974, the Soviet Union in July,
1975, and trips to and from the United States (US) in
1975 and 1976. gyf)(u\ -‘

The March 30, 1974 issue of the "Daily world®,
an east coast communist newspaper, characterized hin as,
rdedicated to strengthening the unity of world communist
forces in accord with the struggle advanced by the Soviet
Union for peaceful coexistence, social progress, and
socialism®. Following the Soviet line of propaganda at
a meeting of the Utah District, CPUSA, in November, 1976,
Pittman stated, "The CPUSA must warn fellow citizens that the
Pentagon is searching for a doomsday weapon in order to
reverse the balance of power and that thermo-nuclear war
was a danger.” 9&
Pittman's party activities include attendance
at a meeting of the Utah District, CPUSA, on November 22,
1976; a meeting of the Central Committee held November 19 -
21, 1976, in New York City, and a neeting of the Political
Committes, CPUSA, held May 5, 1974, in Hew York City. No
information hasz been developed that he is active at the local
club level or that he has made any public appearances on
behalf of the party. (?)(u) |

Qﬁjactiva:

Will continue to confirm and assess the leadership
and policy-making role of Pittman in the CPUSA. uzf%@

Will remdin alert to develop any information in-
dicating clandestine intelligence activities, foreign
travel, espousal of propaganda, and contacts with Soviets
or othar§§rit@ria country\nationals on the partoef Pittman{if{j
which inférmation might Tend to confirm his continuing role
in the spread of the international communist movement.
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