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3 ! PRESIDENT'S COMMISSION
5 2 -
8 i | ON CIA ACTIVITIES
:
. ; } : . Langley, Virginia
U Wednesday, April 16, 1975
e |
3 " Deposition of WILLIAM C. STURBITTS, called for
7o 5 . SR
1 examination by Counsel for the Commission on CIA Activitles,
j the witness being duly sworn by Thomas C. Hogan, a Notary
| i
. ﬁ public in and for the State of Virginia, in the offices of the
|
¢“j Central Intelligence Agency, Langley, Virginia, at 9:50 !
l‘ﬁ o'clock a.m., on Wednesdav, April 16, 1975, the proceedings’
i :
3 ~ o
2 lcﬁ being taken down in stenotype by Ruth G. McClenning, and
2 _
kY - ; y ;
: 12 | transcribed under her direction. : :
< 12 : . : :
# = APPEARANCES:
=35 ' On behalf of the Commission:
¢ . GEORGE MANFREDI, ESQ.,
1T ROBERT B. OLSEN, ESQ.
ie - - -
- 12 -
g
g 2c _
c .
g : |
= 2L !
z i
2 22 | i
u:- (g e ‘
2z |
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Thereupon,

called as

Activities, and having been first duly sworn by the Notary

Public, was examined and testified as follows:

Q
record?

A

Q
weaks agq
Waiver"?

A

A

1

Q

" Mr. Sturbitts, do vou recall when we spoke some

Economic Intelligence Collection and Operations.

SECRET o

Tt g

WILLIAM C. STURBITTS,

a witness by Counsel for the Commission on.CIA

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE COMMISSION

BY MR. MANFREDI:

Mr. Sturbitts, will vou state your full name for the

William C. Sturbitts.

vou signed a document entitled, "Advice and |

Right.

You understand that document is still in effect?

sSure.

Mr. Sturbitts, by whom are you currently employed?
You mean the Agency or --

That is right.

Central Intelligence Agency. .

And what is your current position with the Agency?

"I am a Special Assistant, Latin America, for

‘And would vou briefly review for me the nistory of

Aseiqn piod piesan

wiosy Adosojoyy



I <EGKE] 3
|
i
z i
g 7 ! : .
3 - i .
% | your employment with the Agency?
g 2 | '
& [ a When I first came in I was in the Intelligence
g S
g ! Directorate for approximately ten years and I was put on special
< .
& 4 ' ' .
i detail, special indefinite detail, in the Deputy Director, Plansg,
5 , -
i which is now the Directorate of Operations.
6 '
8, What year were you put on that detail? .
7 1 _ '
! A I guess it was 1964, January, I believe.
8 | . Do
[ ; And what did that detail involve?
o | |
§ A Cuban cperations, economic warfare.
10 i ’ i i
gl Q and how long were you on that detail?
lL;; A I was in the Cuban operations for nine vyears.
i
1
3 12 | Q 3etween 1964 and 19732
:
: b A (Nods in affirmative.) |
- I
< - ’ )
i == 2 and in 1973 did vou assume your current position?
;?EE A Yes, January.
s a i , . .
*ﬁgl o} Now, while you were on special detail -- to the DOD?
e : '
*“I A Yes.
185; 9] Were vou stationed in Washington?
5 191 A Yes. }
8 ! '
j EOi 0 and did yvou commute with some frequency to Miami?
Z i
2 21 A Yes.
E j
ﬁ- I ' . . . . ] B - 0 ’
E 22; 9] Were your activities in Miaml 1n any way connected
u . ‘ :
IJ; o ] . . r
z ‘355 with the operations of the Miami Station?
E R4 | A In some way. ly responsibilities were worldwide.
- 25! I took temporary duty predominantly in Eurcpe, and then Miami. |
| ‘ |

H ( |
| : Photocopy from
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Most of my operations were run out of Eurocpe.

o) Run out of --

A Europe. Some were run out of Miami but the big ones

were run out of Europe.

Q Well, in the course of your activities with respect
to Cuba did you have cccasion to become familiar with the
operations of the Miami Dbase?

A Yes.

Q And the situation in the Cuban community in Miami? E

A Yes, sir.

2 During the nine vears you were with DDO's Cuban
operations, who was -- who were the chiefs of the Miami
Station?

A I think in 1963 Ted Shackley.was the Chief and he
was followed by -- I can't think of his name. I should know

it. Well, I will come back to that.

Then, the next Chief of Stétion was Paul Henze.
Q what vears was he Chief?
A I tpink~§§pl was there about a year and a half. He
Let's

left in 1968 when we reduced the size of the Station.

say H%ﬁﬁe was thnere from 1966 to 1968. And then Jake Esterline
He was Chief of Station from 1968 to 1873.

0 Now, what was the formal title of the group to whi;h
vou were assigned for the S9-year period?

A Well, when I first came in it was known as the

_ Photocopy f
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Special Activities Staff.
Aand then, I believe éfter

Group.
Q Now, was this a

it attached to cne of the area divisions?

A Ho.

called Task Force W which was headed by Bill Harvey.

I+ was headed by Desmond Fitzgerald.

that it became the Cuban Operations

special group within the DDO or was

Following the Bay of Pigs, they created a thing

And

that -- when Harvey left, he went tof@hreﬁ*ofﬂStatiég,[:::::]

and Fitzgerald took

I+ wasn't attached to anything except -- it reported to the

Deputy‘Director, Blans.

Q And that was Mr. Karamessines?

A

was first created. Helms waé DDP at that time.

0 and Task Force W was created immediately
Bay of Pigs? -
- ell, not immediately. I think sometime

in the Bay of Pigs was in April. I think this was

September, something like that, 1961.

Q And that subsegquently became the Special

Statff?

A

Cuban Operations Group. As the Cuban QOperations Group 1t went

mack intc the Western Hemisphere Division.

Q

Yes. Well, it was Helms at that time back when it i

Special Activities Staff and consequently became the

and what was the date of that reorganization?

Photocopy from
SECRET [ Gera:)ldo:::ord Library

|
|
i !
over, it became Special Activities Staff.
° P
|

after the

around --

created in

Aoctivities




sELKE] : 6
Q
2 :
2 1 -
z A Wwell, let's see. I would say that was probably around
-1 °
= 2 1965 because Fitzgerald then became Chief, W.H., and then
z 5 | later DDP.
z 4 Q Now, Mr.Harvevy -- do you recall what position Mr.
, . ' |
5 Harvey held after he left Task Force W?
& A vYes. He was:Chief ©f Station,
7 Q And is he still with the Agency? !
( . |
g A Oh, no. He retired a long time ago. f
l
i
g . Do vou know where ne lives at the present time? §
16 A Frankly, I don't, I have an idea where he lives. :
11 He went to work for a friend of mine who had a law firm. i
. 12 Harvey 1s a lawyer.
3 .
: 1= Q Indianapolis area? i
5 12 A _Yes, some place around there. It is in the midwest,
1E Indiana.
1R 9] What was the rcle that was assigned to Task Force
.- W?
18 A It was the overall Cuban operations.
19 9] Did the Miami -- when was the Miami Station estab-
a v _
g : : 17
; o0 lished:
Z o1 A well, I think they had a forward operatio-s base down
% 22 there about 1960 which was small, in Coral: Gables.
z
% 53 0 This was, then, orior to the Bay of Pigé?
7 : , ves.
: 54 ‘A oh, v |
§ e 0 Now, in addition :o Task Force W, was the Miami }
< 22 , A ‘ .
|
{

Ph- tocopy from : '
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5
@
=
e 1 . , ' . .
s Station running any operations against Cuba?
5 2
a i A You mean prior to. the Bay cf Pigs?
% v @ 0 Yes.
: 5
A I really don't know. It was a small -- it was a
5 ) .
forward base and it was more or less as I recall, a support type
!
8 .
thing. i
. |
0 Well, after the Bay of Pigs when Task Force W was
8 K .. - - . . . . . 1
i astablished, did it have sole responsibility fer Cuban |
o cperatians?
e 5 Yes,
|
14 . , . ) . .
l*:i Q Qr was_that shared with the Miami base, Miami
2 .
: 12+ gstation?
; 2
: e A No. The Miami Station was under Task Force W. ;
: La Q All right. WJould that also be true of the Special |
=5 Activities Staff, the Cuban Operations Group?
18 A
17
¢ 0 I understand that. When were Cuban operations termi-
2 19 nated?
= 20 @ a At the Station? Let's see. Sternfield went down
; 21 7 there in 1972. It was during fiscal year '72. I think it was
= i
S 22 % in early 1973. It was a gradual reduction.
z 23
3
: 24
3 25 i
g S E c R ET Photocopy from '
Gerald Ford Library
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3 1 E
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z
W
g 2
E
3
< 3
2
3
g 4
o
6
[ Q Mr.Sturbitts, in the last couple of weeks you may
8 i have seen some allegations in the press about possible assassin?—
9 . +ipn attempts that have been mounted or alleged assassination

1C " attempts that have been mounted --

ll?; A Right.
3 12;5 Q -- against Fidel Castro. In the course of your
p i : ' _
# 134 activities with respect to Cuba, did you ever learn of any such
-é A
z 14 attempts?

18 i A Well, let me answer it this way. I wouldn't say

1652 attempts. I know there was discussion. _"Attempts" is too

" R

17" strong a word.

18 . 0 Well, can vou place in time your first knowledge of
2 19 :  any such discussions?
3 :
G 20.. A well, the first knowledge I haé of any discussions,
= |
i 21§§ I was on TDY and this was October,November, 1963, with FPitzgeralld
E i
3 22 | in] And T knew that he was going to meet -- let me put
d . _
? 23 4 it another way. I had overheard that discussions were going on
2 24 ﬁ with a member of Castro's military but that he wanted, as
Z 25 d 1 recall, he wanted some British -- I mean Belgian rifles and

: , SEC RET | Photocopy from ,
~ Gerald Ford Library

MW 50855 DDEId:éEETﬁSlB Page 10



SELKET 9
. .
2 1 :
g a telescopic sight.
;2 |
o i Q Who wanted them?
¥ | A This military guy that was in Fidel's -- I think
Z 4
at one time he was a commandante. Now, I knew that was going
g
on. I didn't participate in it because I was there for another
& - .
reason. And I krnow that subsequent to that time that Fitzgerald
7 . . .
met with him again and as I recall, as the personal representa-
8 .
tive of the Attorney General, Bobby Xennedy.
g9 .. - ' |
) I provided all those files. There are 19 valumes that iy
lG'; f
we gave to vour people. But I don't know who was reviewing
o them. . I think Belin was golng to do it himself.
3 12 Q Yes. He is. He is doing it himself.
< :
; l”_: You said there were 19 volumes of documents with
- - i
< 1. ' i
s = respect to this.
-~ a 19 files, manila.
18 . . . . .
-° Q All having to do with possible assassination?
L7 A all having to do with this whole time periocd and --
18 - can we go off the record for a minute?
2 19 (Discussion off. the record.)
: RO - BY MR, YANFREDI:
% 21 0 The first knowledge of such conversations that you
% 22 * had, I take it vou obtained on a trip to Europe with Mr,
3 i |
3 23 Fitzgerald? ;
z =4 A I simply overheard it, that is right.
= =8 ? 0 And who were the parties to the conversation you overt
SECRET { Photocopy from
Gerald Ford Library

1
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heard?
A A fellow named WNéstor Sanchez.
Q And Mr. Fitzgeréld?
A Yes, and I really can't recall some of the other

people. We were -- we a1ad just moved the Station at that time,

and we felt that it was probably bugged, so all conversations
took place -- we walked around the garden and tvat type of
thing, and, you know, I was walking with somebody, somebody
was in front of me, and vou jus£ Qverheér conversations.

o thiswas[ | | |

A Yes. |

Q I see.

Mr.: Sanchez ~- was he a member of the military?
A No.ﬁyiﬁasanchez was. in the Special Activities Staff.
He was stationed in Washington. And he was in contact with

Cuban military-type.

Q Was it your understanding that the Agency had received
instructions with respect to this activity from another

component of the Government?

A Well, let me put it this way. I don't know whether
;h?y received instructions. I have to assume, and I am pretty
positive, that this was a result of a Special CGroup decision.
And‘at this time vou have to remember that Bobby Kennedy was

overseeing this deal, cresumably for his brother, and he was

SEC RET ' Photocopy from

Gerald Ford Library




SEUKE! o

=]
g .
=] 3 -
§ " part of that Special Group. He called the meetings, he presided,
il
a i ‘he did a number of things.
3 3 ,
y g 0 Were there any other occasions that you can recall
- in which the possibility or the subject of assassination of
‘ _ !
” Fidel Castro was discussed? j
e . f
A No, not really.
Q You referred to this as the first occasion.
I
- A This is the first -- .
i
? 2 Was there a seccond? :
- A —— the First time I knew about it or even heard it |
~ discussed.
2 12 j Q Well, prior to the investigation that is currently
&
: - underway -- I am referring now to our Commission's investigatiom
: .. o | |
3 == -- were there any other occasions 1n which this subiject came
e to your attenticn after this discussion in the garden in
. h The only other thing that came to my attention was
=8 that the decision was made not to provide him with this sight
o 19 that he wanted. Whether that is right or wrong, I don’t know,
g 2C.  put that is what I was told.
% 22 9 Wwhen did vou learn that?
z = A oh, I would assume in -- must have been early 1964,
f ,
"d L R . . H
< 22 around February, something like that. I
E 2 0 0ff the record.
E E
5 =2 (Discussion off the record.) i

. Photocopy from
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MR. MANFREDI: On the record.

BY MR. MANFREDI:

Q Mr. Sturbitts, are you familiar with a gentleman by

/

the name of Frank Sturgis?

A Indeed.

g Is your Ffamiliarity based on what vou have read in

the press?

A No. It is what is contained in the files.
Q Have you caused a search to be made cf CIA files,

particularly the files of the Western Hemisphere Division,

in an attempt to determine whether Mr. Sturgis ever had any

connection with the Agency?

A I have.

0 hat were the results of that search?

A Absoluteif no connection, never has been.

QO When we talk -about conne;tion, are we talking about

an employment relatlionship?
Y That is what I am speaking of.

2 wWas Mr.Sturgis ever an independent contractor of

the Agency?

A No.

Q Was he ever & contract employee?

A NO.

0 Was he ever a regular employee of the Agency?
A No. -

photocopy from

SEC RET ' Gerald Ford Library

Docld: 32275518 Page 14




SECRET 1

3 s .
: ) Q Was he ever hired to dc any piecework for the
3 2
z i Agency?
3 o
Z R ‘
3 ; A Not to my knowledge.
” N Q Do you know whether or not Mr. Sturgis ever partici-
5 ‘ ) - N . .
pated in any type of paramilitary or other cperation against
- Cuba?
7 . ‘ . ' .
» A On nis own behalf he did, not on behalf of this
3
. Agency.
9 ) How ¢id vou learn of those operations?
S a Through the newspaper. And through FBI reports.
= 0 Now, are these recent FBI reports?
: =5 A Oh, no. These go back -- I know at one time, the
ot Hl
: L
TR ) . . - .
j << ¢ thing that comes to mind, I think he made a leaflet drop
< -4 o . .
E -= - pyer Cuba and this was subsecquently reported in the press and
-2 by the Bureau office in Miami.
6 Q Do vou know who financed his activities?
7 A I have no idea.
=g - Q Is it possible that Mr. Sturgis' activities were
2 22 ' indirectly financed by the Agency through -- 7
s <0 . A I don't see how. Frank Sturgis is a soldier of
Z 21 . fortune: has been. He has constantly tried to associate himsel
ER i
3 22 % with the Agency. When I went through his file they wanted me
@ -z . ' — - . . . .I
E 23 ! o classify the file and the way I classified it was "don't
i el “: . . .
3 24 . destroy it, he is an intelligence nuisance.”
3 3555 o Off :the record.

Photocopy from
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14

{Discussion off the record.)

MR, MANFREDI: Cn the record.

(A0 202 LAA-LODO

T BY MR. MANFREDI:

Pl

h

Sturgis to be assembled in any one location?

A Yes, IThave custodv of them.

7 Q  And wﬁat ig the volume of that material?
® A As I recall, there are five volumes.l Your Committee
v called for them the other 5ay after the article in the paper,
= I guess it was last Saturday. They called for them Monday and
= they returned them HMonday afternoon.

z 12 Q Do you know who examined those files?

g 1s A No, I den't. |

: 1= 0 You indicated a moment égo that Mr. Sturgis contacts
25 the DCD office in Miami with some frequency, is £hat correct?
L8 A Wwell, not great frequency but he does with tidbits
27 of so-called informacion.
1e 0 Is this iﬁforma;ion limited to narcotics, alleged

2 LE narcotics traffic?

; 20 B Recently_it has been.

g 2L . Q _Has Mf. Sturgis been encouraged by the DCD office

» 22 " in Miami?

b

% 22 A Mr. Sturgis has been told by the DCD office in Miami

2 24 to take his information to the Drug Enforcement Agency or the

o
n

FBI. - .
Photocopy from
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don't reflect anything like that.

somebody 1n

American Division before they did anything

~EWKE1

Q Do vou know whether or not they consider him an

established contact?

A No manner.

Q Do they have any -- do they pericdically seek to

collect information from Mr. Sturgis?

A T can't speak to that but the records that we have

Before they would contact

that context, knowing that there is a 201 file

on Sturgis, they would have to coordinate with the Latin

since we do hold

the file.

Q Would you briefly explain what a 201 file is?

F: | A 201 file is a personnel file. It consists of any
infﬁrmatich relating to an individual appearing in the press
as a result of other agéncy reporting and that type of thing.

Q Personnel or personality file?

A Persoﬁality file, I should say. ELExcuse me.

0 Do vou know whether or not there is any connection

or relationship between Eugenio Martinez and Mr. Sturgis?
A Well, I will say this. Obviously, they do know

each other. They have to know each other from their days

in Cuba.

2

ad

Do vou know whether or not Mr. Sturgis ever partici-

pated with Martinez in raids against Cuba?

As I recall, we employed Martinez around 1961,

,_ Photocopy from
SECRET Geratd Ford Library
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SEUKED | 16

I guess, and he was in our maritime activities. He was a

LdA-LOOo
|~

boat captain eventually. And he did participate in infiltrations

hit and run,

|
!
and exfiltrations and perhaps one cr two raids, i
j

e (Area 202)

" © sabotage-type actions against Cuba. Sturgis never engaged in

(s3]

1 ‘ - D .
5 any of these things. He never did it for us nor did he ever

planes, or -- anything that belongs

85

do it on any of our boats,

-2

to the Agency.

m

0 When Martinez would run such an cperation or captain j

an operaticn, would he be charged with putting

()

a boat on such

together his own crew?

A No. He had an assigned crew and every bocat had a

out of"

Case Officer operating either out.cf the -- probably

1
i

+he Miami Station. Sometimes I would assume that we did have

e

VWAKL: & P,

some people in the ey West base., But he, Martinez, would receikve

his instructions and briefings from his Case Officer.

2

Sa it i1s iikely that he could have brought Sturgis

171 along on any of these operations? |

A Absolutely unlikely. Oh, *he guy whose name I was:

trying to think of, Chief of Station, John Dimmer.

NIt

And that would be.for a period of time between

@

™

Q

3
e

W]
Al

Shackley and Henze?

Ve tea, 10 4.

221 A Yes,

t.,

0 1964 to 19667

Al
(9

Selread,

Something like that.

fyv)]
A
e

Adi e

0 Would vou describe briefly for me the nature of the

) Photocopy from
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SEuKE! | 1

g i
g 10
= i activities conducted by the Special Activities Staff during
Z 2
a Ei your -- and subseguently the Cuban Operations Group during
- 1
3 s
f i your 9-year tenure with those groups.
-.E A :
- T B . . - -
Y Well, there was -- it was an across-the-board
5 |
: 1ntelligence operation consisting of collection of foreign
g L . . . . L
positive intelligence, counterintelligence, paramilitary
7 e oy . L ) . N
activities, covert action, economic activities. That is apout
§ = cen e :
. the breadth of the thing.
I
g - :
: '} . Now, these were all conducted through the DDO?
R L 7
- A Rignt.
io : -
L~ : ) Now, let's speak for a moment about the paramilitary
[») o -
3 ldf: operations. ‘ere these operations run out of southern
2 i '
) 13 .
p = Florida?
5 14 R
= == A Right.
~< o) and in particular out of the Miami Station?
18 A‘ Yesg,
<7 0 Were there any other CIA facilities in that area of
1€ © the country that participated in these activities?
- 19 A Jot to my knowledge,
i 20 . g Were there any southern harbors other than Miami
: &3 that were used in these activities?
5 22 A
5 £3 7 1 said, we did have a
: P
: 24 | 9) Jere there any other bases in that area of the
R i
- 25 | country that were utilized in these operations?
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L A- Wwell, not that I would call a base. We did have

raining facilities for the UDT teams.

Phooe (Area 202y L0 GO
o

T Q What is a UDT team?
4 . C L
A Underwater demolition.
5 s ' i
Q where were those bases lccated? ;
- A I frankly den’'t know. :
? :
g There were a J
& ! number of sites. I really can't recall them. !
i i
a9 . ) s . . !
9 g 0 Were there any other sites within the United States |
i : i
<Y+ in which paramilitary training was conducted, Ior people i
12 ¢ participating in these activities? }
2 Lz A Not to my knowledge.
z | '
= 13}. 0 Where were these people trained?
z 145 I What do you mean?
l5|§ 0 Well, Cubans who participated in these activities.
i
6t . A We trained them at these places we-had
17 "% Now, there also -- some of them were brought up here and trainefl
181 at.the Domestic Training Staticn.
- 19 @ ) Where is that located?
1 R
- =0 A That is down in
£ 21 | 0 Were any CIA personnel actually involved in these
z 1 . .
z 22 ' raids?
E 234 EY Occasionally, I would think that -- you have got to
3 ' ‘
: 24 ; understand at this time that we had a great many contract
z o o ) .
- 25 | employees, independent contractors and this type of thing.
| Photocopy from
i
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- .
: ) : |
b Most of the paramilitary operations and the training was 5
A !
8 e ' l
3 i conducted by the Special Operations Group which is another |
. !
g 3 ) '
7 > | entity of the -- f
E i : !
i} 0 DDO? !
i .
A DDO.
é o i . ' .
0 Now, the facilities that we have bpeen talking about,
7 L i . . E
- training facilities, were manned, then, by the Special :
8 ons Grous, or . »
. Operations Group, or at least supervised by the Special ;
g . - , '
- QOperations. Group, is that correct?
L A Jell, supervised, ves, and I would think that probablly
‘- some of the training was given by their people. The Domestic |
N 1
|
. i
s L= Training Station is under the Office of Training and -- but I |
z . : I
': 1% . . PR .
: - would think that in the paramilitarv field that the S0OG would
E L probably staff the training facility with their people who have
R~ . . . . ' ’ . ;
- the expertise in paramilitary operations. {
i
. . . L |
16 0 Jow, were the people that were being trained at i
‘ these facilities basically Cuban refugees? i
1ls A Yes. .
- 19 o) And at the outset I take it not many of those people
= - ’ - !
2 i
5 i
% =C were American citizens? ;
|
2 2l A No .
| , |
3 22 8] Or had become American citizens. !l
3 5
= 23 A T would assume a great many have. i
;
i ¥
z 24 ) By .this time. i
z |
z ) ) |
= 25 . A 8y this time, ves. Photocopy from !
' Gerald Ford Library g
|
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) At the present time, how large is that Cuban community

in Miami? Do vyou havé any idea?

A Well, it is extremely iarge. I would think it is
probaibly =- T was trying to think. I would say up towards a
military people.

9] You spoke about paramilitary operations and covert

. action. How do you distinguish between those two categories

of activities?

A Well, actuglly-one can fall iﬁto the other. The
paramilitary could@ fall into covert action but in those days
we did distinguish somewhat. A lot of the covert action was

media placement. We had a number of operations at -- legal-

type cperations, harassment operations. TFor instance, Fidel

seized a great many art treasures. and in particular he-had a

Napoleonic collection which was supposed to be the finest in

the world that he sold to dealers in Europe. IHe had paintings

that were immensely valuable that he tried to have auctioned

in London and the London auctioneer would not accept them
because he obviously didn't have clear title to them., He was

-- thaey were stolen,in the eyes of the auctioneer. He was

forced to auction them in- Toronto, Canada.

We ran -legal operations, got the owners and  had them
hire attornevys and bring them tc court and this type of thing.

He seized these race heorses. He tried to peddle them

in Europe and up 1in Canada. We ran cpposition against that

SECRET . Photocopy from
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. :
=] -
Z 1o
p B +hi
: type of thing.
g 2 . .
a i Q These were what you considered to be covert operations?
: . 1 _ ' oo
- ! A Yes, covert action.
3 ’ :
z 4 - . X ;
0 Now, this is what vou were referring to, legal-
i type operations? 1
- a Yes. .
7o \ |
: 0 - You used legal process to harass Castro. |
3 . | | | c
: LY Yes, ) !
s = ) What other &types of harassment activities did vou :
¥ run that would fall under this covert action category? :
N |
- A Well -- i
2 e Q Would economic warfare be -- i
- t
< !
. il . ‘ . , ;
j - A That was sort of something separate unto itself.
3 i4 This was —-- the economic warfare aspect of this thing was a '
= decision of the Special Group to enforce an aconomic blockade.
|
1A ») what special group is that? i
1T A T+ is now called the Forty Committee. ' g
i
ig- n Is that 302 Ccmmittee? |
= x93 a 7ell, it was a 302 at one time, tco. First of all,
3 .
4 20 . it was called the Special CGroup, CI, Counterinsurgency. Then
o : i
; 211 i+ went to the 302 and then it had another name in between
: | - -
z 22:5 rhere and now it is the Forty Committee.
3 oo _ ' . . . ;
E 23'; ") All right. We will return to that a little bit
H A | . _
E 24 .. later, but what other types of harassment were You running ‘
2 0g i : o |
<3 i agalnst Castroc -- "Photocopy from :

Gerald Ford Library
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A This is what I was trying to think of,
Q -— that would be considered covert acticn?
A Wwell, as I say, a lot of propaganda, press placement,

media placement. It has been so long ago I really den't

remember. I know we had a number of things going against him.

e used suasion, moral suasion, otherwise. We did some

extra=-legal things. We tried to get to his sources of supply,

particularly when they were countries that we had treaties

+this type of thing.

with,

0} Let's talk about each of those in turn., You said
vou used moral suasion. What kind of activities are you

referring to?

A Well, in the moral suasion field we -- actually, we

were the catalyst in this whole thing and we had the legal

activities, the legal =-- well, I don't know how you would

phrase it,

I. quess as vou are aware, Cuban industry was totally

U.S.-oriented. As parts began wearing out and this type of

thing, Castro had his little people there

running around trying

. to place orders with subsidiaries of U.S. companies.%

i

‘32275518 Page 24
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!
¥ |
iC . . . .
0 all right. And that is what you were referring to i
_L.. ‘
! : !
T as moral suasion? i
!
12 {
3 T A Yes. !
L 17 k
. = Q anvthing else in that category?
s - A Not really. None that I can think of.. !
- ) Did vyou make the same kind of efforts with foreign
<A o
~F companies?
0y ‘ , . . N
= A At one point we did but it was absolutely useless,
= the point .in case beinyg the Leyland buses. We pulled all stops
= 19 to‘stop that sale. The turned us down
(=]
(=]
Tt
. ) _ ) :
I 20 zlat. 5
E & ]
3 21 0 Now, did vou attempt to reach any other sources of E
= . i
3 a i
2 R2 supply? |
uj :
W - . |
z 2O 3 Wwell, we also had what we call a preemptive purchasinb
: : . i
B 24 srogram. If there was a single source of supply for a i
2 - . i
N 25 ¢ particular item we would go in and buy it to deny the Cubans

, Photocopy from i
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the market.

Would that then be re-sold scomewhere on the domestic

Q
A .Yes.
0 -- domestic market? | !
' |
A No. It would be re-sold abrocad. ' g
Q in all'cases? 5
A The cases ﬁhat I was associated with, it was all ?
!

sold abroéd.'

7} what %ind of purchases were made? :
3 Well, we purchased at one point -- we purchased '

some Bright Stock in Antwerp.

o) What?
A Bright Stock.
) what is that?

A Heavy, heavy oil, and since Cuba -- 85 percent of

her energy comes from oil, this was considered a critical

commodity. Bright Stock can be -- oh, it is almost like tar,

melited *tar, and it can be cut intec additives, lubricants, this

type of thing, and this was critical to the Cuban economy. So

we had an oil firm purchase this Bright Stock from a dealer for

which we reimbursed the guy and the Bright Stock was eventually
sold in Africa.
‘Do veu know_of ahy sales of such materials that

were made within the United States? Resales, I should say.

g4

No. ) :
) i Photocopy from 7 :
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L
3 17 _ :
7 g Q In addition to preemptive buying were there any
5 2 o
a | other actions taken by this group with respect to sources of
< 50 ,
2 i supply to Cuba?
- A Well, we did provide through third country agents i
who got orders for Cuban goods, in collusion with the Commerce |
) Department, and I would assume the Special Group, we had f
7 _ 7 ;
" replacement parts manufactured that were substandard. !
g8 . - : ) , - o
i 2 And vou had them sold through foreign companies?
. A Well, we had our agents get the Cuban orders all
1 . ) . ) o
. over Europe. Then they would come back and, as a matter of fact,
, 12
2 o
< W
: SBcl
N G 0 Mr. Dillon?
” o A No. He was Secretary of the Treasury. '
: i
-2 o) sut -- : ]

But vou must remember that these American --

? t
h
s

i .
- o Mr. Connors?
- A Yes. But vou must remember these American manufacturérs,
19 . o . . . . ]
2 3 . well, their places were nationalized and thev were only too
s L i
vl B .
. (=Y N . . {
= =~ happy to work with us. And actually, 1t was a cash deal, bona
2 | |
3 Tooaon L . . . . i
3 ~+ - {ide business. These things were transshipped through two
E: g : _
K} o i L . -, :
z 22 I pr three countries, finally wound up 1n Havana, ;
o ik ;
o o] ‘
3 O ) You referred to some extra-legal activities. :
w4 " b
5 ! :
- o l' ;o . —_ B ‘e - s :
z “4§| A Yes. That is what I was trying to think of, what
. | |
N <2 we did. I djust can’'t think -- I remember this was on one of

|
| SEC RET . Photocopy from

I
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l

|

|

f

I just can't think -- I remember this was !
|

I

|

I

|

2 -
3 our activities but I
) z
o on one of our activities but I just can't remember what the
% SH .
z ! extra-legal was. I just can't remember what it was. T know !
) it was one of the parts of the program. §
] This was illegal activities? Is that what ydu are
) referring to?
‘ A Well, I wouldn't say they were illegal, but they
N weren'*t exactly legal, I don't think. Perhaps they were in a
} gray area some place.
o .0 Wwell, whose laws are we talking about, international
o law, the laws of the United States?’ j
1z : ; . .
3 - A - I would have to go back and review the thing. I
‘ .
i 1z A
N - really can't remember this. I would have tc go to the files.
’ - Q Where could we find that kind of thing in the files?
- = . i —
- A I would think probably down in the Records Center some
& o : a
17 | |
i place. » :
- . |
- \
- .0 Would it be possible to obtain that material some ;
== time during the lunch hour? '
T 0 . l s l
s - A No. It is forty miles away. ;
v eC. 0 Well, is there some place in the building where :
3 01
E e vou could refresh. your memory? ;
E :
% g2 - A Not to my knowledge. All that stuffzhas'been shippedt
u .
A — ' :
] 22 This is talking 11 vears ago, 12 years ago. All that material
| i
: e has been retired. }
K 25 ) Wwhat category of activity would we be talking about E

' r
; Photacopy from ‘
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when we refer to extra-legal activities?

A

think of what it was.

parts of the program that we were involved in.

This is what I was trying to think of and I can't

I might

SELKE] | -

I know extra-legal activities was one

i
|

have a chart in my safe downstairs that might

tell me what that is,

0

come back

Q

Well, let's make a note of that and we will have to i

+o that. ‘ .
_ i

All right,

Wwho else would be knowledgeable about extra-legal

activities that were run against Castro?

A

probably retired and I was running the program. 5o I ran

the economic program. , %
|

2

with the economic program?

A

Q

vear

media nlacement? _ .

.lz&

propaganda people wrote.

and magazines throughcut the world.

2

staticns?

Well, the pecple that would be knowledgeable are

period.. To what are. you referring when you refer to

H

Well, these are activities that were run in connection

fes.

We talked about media placement during this nine-

Well, stories or news items that perhaps our

iJe had them placed in newspapers

vould this also include broadcasts over radio

Photocopy from
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A Oh, yes. Radio is a very big part of it.

0 Mow, were any of these newspapers or magazines

published within the United States?

A Not to my knowledge, no.
0 These were essentially foreign publications?
& Yes.

0 WWere any of them published in the Cuban community

in Miami?
A ¥o. The intent was to get world opinion against

Castro. You don't do that by publishihg in the United States.

9] " iyhat about the radic broadcasts? How were those
handled?
A Are you speaking of Radio Swan now?

o} Wwell, I am unfamiliar with how many radio stations

were involved. Was there more than cne radio station?

A No. We only had the one radio station but we did

contract time

0Q For broadcasts to what areas?
A For broadcasts to Havana.
2 and the station in was that received also

-~ was that also breoadcasting to various areas of the United

States?

A I have no idea. I don't know whether they used a

sarticular frequency to cet this out or whether they did it

on short-wave or what they did.
, : Photocopy from

SECRET Gerald Ford Library

HH 50955 DoceXld:32275518 Page 30




SECKE] -

=
3 3 .
s - 0 But the intention was to reach Cuba.
2 2
a ;; A Reach Cuba.
b Yo Q You referred to a station referred o
z 4 '
as Swan. Were there others?

5

[}

7 ) N T -

I think, and one down in Xev West that they used.
o . '
Q “here was Radio Swan located?
g , .
A oSn Swan Island.
10 e
= ) Where 1is Swan Island?
T:; ' . . .

l*i, A Swan Island is a little glob around Honduras.

T2 ., - .
o == ﬁ o As far as you can recall, were there any other
: : :
a
. 13 . f . . . o
: - radio stations in the United States that were utilized to
2 L broadcast propaganda materials toward Cuba?

-~ a fell, there conceivably could have been, not that

18" 1 recall right now.

1T Q Do you recall any attempts by the Agency or groups

i affiliated with the Agency *o raise money from the American
- 19 public to suppoft theose propaganda activities?
g 20 A No. As far as I know, Radio Swan and this type of
; 21 thing was fully subsidized by the Agency.
§ 22 " ' Q Do you recall the advertisihg campaigns that were
§ :
';’ o . . - . N . 0
s 25 run in connection with Radic Free Europe and Radio Liberty?
B <4 A Oh, ves.
g 25 0 Jas anything of that nature done in connection with

v
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Cuban propaganda?

A Het to my knowledge.

Q And that would include becth the pubiications and the
radio?

A Right.

Q -Let's talk about economic:warfare for a couple of

moments. Could you describe for me briefly the type of

that were conducted against Castro?

economic activities

A Well, first = all, we wanted to denigrate the
regime, his credit worthiness, and this type of thing. We

worked very closely with the Ceoordinator of Cuban Affairs in

T

guess i1t was back in 1964, the price of sugar had jumped from

penny a pound %o 13 cents a pound, something like

fu

about

that, and we couldn't understand why. So we kept -~ Fidel kept

saying that he had such a coor crop and this type of thing and

we just couldn't figure our why he had such a pdor crop because|

some of our own izland assets told us they were cut there cutti

this cane like mad and the mills were working 24 hours a day,

this type of thing. So subsequently, we found out that he was

lying and he was storing the raw cane in the schools, any

place. He had no storage facilities and put it any place he

could.

So in ccoperation with a couple of sugar brokers in

New York, we surfaced this fact and the price of sugar took a

Photocopy from

SEC RET Gerald Ford Library

t32275516 Page 32




whb%RE 31

2
2 R . .
7 " ¢ real tumble and azll of a sudden then Cuba started exporting.
] .
g 2 . , -
& ;; It was this type of thing that obviously he was
3 A
Z Z . , , . .
P . trying to build up the world price because he didn't have any
) money, he was s¢ short on his exchange, and obviously we didn‘ti
[=% . i
v . N . o~ 1
want him to get the exchange, So it was those types of ;
g e ' :
: activities. :
7o | . :
\ Q Was the assistance of any U.S. businessmen or U.S. 5
: '
8 - . . . !
companles enlisted in that effort? ;
L !
7 A Oh, ves. :
== 2 In what manner <id vou use U.S. companies and :
“=  businessmen? i
2 - A Well, we simply used them as the experts. A great f
Ed . 3
N “¥ | many -- the sugar industry in Cuba was controlled by the
2 -= American community, by American bankers, and obviously they ;
-z ‘ ) L . ] i
- lost everything when they had to pull out. Sugar is the
=" 1ifeline of Cuba as far as any exchange, foreign exchange, this
: i
T " . < , i
- type of thing, and it was naturally our Number 1 target. So it
i
< was only natural that we would go to the American businessmen. !
‘ !
z 22 Q What kind of assistance did you seek or obtain from
= i
o - K :
“ 20 these businessmen? . ‘
Z =1 A Well, we simply talked with them about why -- you
3 22! know, the market conditions were, why the price was rising, if
7 23 "~ we could find out that Fidel has plenty of sugar, what would
B 24 happen to the market zrice. This tvpe of thing. |
¥ 25?; 9] Thev were used as consultants,basically. '

SECRET Photocopy from ’
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7 - A They were used as consultants, basically, ves.
A . .
B 2
4 2 We have spoken about the investment American business
M had in Cuba. Did it ever come to vour attention that American
) organized crime --
<
A NOo.
- 8] -- had considerable investment in Cuba?
7
A No., Well, evervbody knew that the Mafia was in
z . . , 8 . .
Caba. I mean, all the casinos and this type of thing.
5 ,
8] The casings were run -—-
- A I knew that long before. When I was in the Air Force
- during the war, I used to fly into Havana cn weekends and this
' +
. 12 . . .
= © type o thing.
&
P 1= . . :
- - Q I understana that. It was fairly well known.
: 1 e .
- A It was a criminal element.
=< 2 The Mafia was involved with the casinos in Havana.
18 A Right.
‘] r - . .
- Q Do you know of anv attempts by the Agency to enlist
~< the support or assistance of any crime figures in any manner
b s ) . . . . .
2 L whatsoever in the Agency's efforts against the Cuban regime?
s =0 a No.
E 21 0 ‘Have vou ever heard of Mr.Roselli?
: 22 A oh, ves.
'” oz I . .
3 o 9) When was the first time you heard of Mr. Roselli?
El
Z _
I 24 A Wwell, I guess it was —- it seems to me it was either
; & : - . : . .
N 25 Drew Pearson or Jack inderson had an article on him a number

; ; : Photocopy from
SECRET Gerald Ford Library
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3 7
3 T i of years-ago.
3 2 i - . .
E 1 Q Was that the first time you heard of the man's
q W i
3 v 1 name?
: '
* T A Yes, as I recall.
- Q Is that also true of Sam Giancana? :
v A No. I have heard -hat name but I don't know where. |
: , |
ry it
! Q In connection with -= l
!
8 i A Mot in connection with the Agency, no. f
|
o g 0 In connection with the casinos or -- E
1o A No. |
:! '
<= ) , .
~= Q -- gambling interests in Cuba?
z 1‘?! A No.
a ;|
1 7= A A ] n . .- H
j ng! o] You know of no instance in wirich organized crime .
3 s figures were used as consultants by the Agency?
l5§§ A Only what I read in the paper. I had no knowledge
15f§ of that whatsoever,
17'? 9 Do vou know of any offers of assistance from figures
te w  of that type --
- 12 A Ho.
3 : -
& : : oo
G 22 Q -- who were interested in getting back into cuba?
: 21 : No.
2 22 0 We were talking about economic warfare. We have
w i l
ul - 5 2
< 23 i talked about attempts to keep the price of sugar low. What othelr
: 'f |
S | LN
B 24 i types of economic activities were conducted against Castro's
= 25 il cuba? . ' !
' Photocopy. from |
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g ~; '
E i ' ' !
3 : A Well, we used all-source information to find out what!
2 5. , -
& | his commercial dealings were, When we would see -- well, for
3 i
g S .- . . . , .
M ¥ instance, the Nicaro Nickel !ine which is a source owned
: | :
- by the General Services Administration, finally got back into. |
£ . . , ?
oroduction and nickel, of course, and still is -- was in short
e o o L .
supply. We had =z French firm, Societe le Nickel, who was
! buving almost;the entire output of the Nicaro mines. And this |
. : S : _ 7 i
© French firm ex ported to the United States. So we went to j
© | the Treasury Department ana <o the Foreign Assets Control
ad people and said, isn’t there something we can do to stop these !
- le -Njickel exports coming into the United States? So they lookeld
g o ‘ |
2 ~< % into the thing and indeed they did. !
1 !
;’ <o Q Who owned the mine?
2 L= A The U.S. Government owned it when Castro took it :
- over. i
|
-c Q I see. :
= - A General Services Administration. And it was leased :
=< out for operation. But the ownership rested with the i
o] E
o -5 Government. |
o .
g eC . So the Treasury simply made the French provide a
c
2 21 . certificate of Origin for +the nickel that went in -- they
E: ‘
= H ’ |
g 22 1 export a lot of metal that contains nickel, silverware, knives |
w ) i
@ 2 . - . . :
z 23 and forks, this tvpe of thing, and ~—- you know, stainless i
: f
B £ steel, and since nickel is used as a hardening agent we simply
|
’ 22§  -- 7reasury simply said veu can'‘t import any more into this

:
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country until we have a Certificate of Origin. As a matter
of fact, theré was a_ﬁoat that was pulling into the‘dock in
New York and they wouldn't let it unload. They just turned it‘
around, Eveﬁtually, over a period of months, le Nickel
found other sources and export privileges to the United States
were restored. |

You know, it is -- you just =-- any time you raise
or lower a tariff youlhavé economic warfare. It is.that
simple.

Q Were there any other instances that you can recall
of économic warfare in which you enlisted.the support of
American business firms?

A I know we were in touch with a great manf American
busiﬁess firms. We enlisted everybody's sﬁpport that we could.

MR. MANFREDI: Off the record.
(Discussion off the record.}

BY MR. MANFREDI:

Q When we broke for a moment we were discussing other
instances where the Agencylhas enlisted the support of American
business.in economic warfare against Cuba. Can you think of
any other such insgances?

A _ Oh, certainly..The Cubans were having an awful time
with their Maritime fleet,such as it was. THese boats., were
powéredeithﬁNordberg.eng%nes. We simply went to the Nordberg

people and tcld them -- asked them to cooperate with us,which
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