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MEMO FOR FILE

SUBJECT C : 0TS (ate TSD) and Jim McCoxd's Cuban .lctlv:.tles

1e Ben Colling pnoned to say that one of the fellowun 38.11
1s st:x.]l around, and afbter h° got out he i ..nqu:l.red around and oot no »
:Lndlcatlon that McCord was ever involved, Ifone of 'bhe other 0TS people e
have a.ny recollect:.on of Mccord's mvolvomen’c. _ | |
2, I said 'bha.t I was sure that the man who was ro..led up -
| maht not have any idea pf Mccord‘s mvoivement if mdeed he vas .

1nvolved. If McCord!s :mvolvelement vas merely headquarters pL.nn:q:g o
and no releas:mg operation was ever unaerta,.&en his role m:wht never
.su.nace. However, we had been told that planning -did involve TJD

p?ople at the time, along with becLa'lty. For instance, I knew that

the Security man wrth TSD at the tine had a JOb of ham-—t;clding w:.th

the fam::.l:.es of the thr:e ‘men; there may be some TSD record of that. A
which would lead to someone who would krvow. |
B Colllng was pulled out of a staff meetlnrr to ta.llc to me az:d .

sald he would call back later,

SDB

ETURNTO oA
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SUB.‘IE

: In May 1959, :.he New. b‘ﬁ?“a News Acency (NCNA) onene"*
- an o.fxce in Havana in the El Medico Bu.lqmg which is occupzed
. partly by busmess conce"ns and paxtly used fox res’nvﬂ*zal apa- £
‘,mnnts. S’ﬂorthf z,here"‘*'er, tha Havana Sta*'mn o’otamﬂd ‘the con ,
currence of Ambassador Bonsal and Miss Carclyn O. Stacey, en - [ [91.07%
Embassy employee, - to mount an audio operatice against MCNA through ==

_ o g -
<.+ . the wall of the adjacent apartment in which Miss Stacey lived, - Jn - 'j.'--',: Tl
“< . November 1959, the ¥E Division sent one case officer and one TSD - =~
&, technician to Havana, and the installation of a microphome and tape . - o
P ' . . Tezcorder was cornplsted in Miss Stacey's 2partment on 29 November -

Joee
s ..'"__.

T occupled by NCNA posan.bly hox.s ed’ co-;-mur-_ca‘c;:pn enu :>:a-=n' ang” L
- were used for confersncses, ~ At that tim ] ¥FE Division
-  case officar, went to Havanra and explored the possibility of improving’
o the operation., He managed to lease an.a-::' - X e

T - NCNA ofiic aad arr:h_c‘ed for a .ata.y b "zind ager

,_-'3.. In &L.f*ust 1950 'a team of tb:ree """D':té.;::l..z'ﬁc:iéné""whd"¥iiére' -
in I-’avana on a separate SR Division ope rc.tmn agreed to install the. .- ‘
S additional equipment reguired for the NCNA operation, A second F.x:.;_j .

' 'Dw1smn case offzcer, Robert Neet, camne: dovm to Havana; and he, . i
Loaathar with the techm:zans, insztallad g robe microphens a‘.d ta,*:e

C " racorder ir the a2partment obtained b over the NCNA offics, © ;-::‘i"‘;;-_‘
:'\‘.f About this time the eguipment was removed from Miss Stacey's = . .- .7
:' ' aparitment, with the excention of the nlas ic probe which was laft - - .-
- in'the wall and plastered over, o T
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4, As an additional securits

ty precaution te provid
haven, and after consultation with the Acting Chisef of Station, a key -
to an :-z.pa-.z:,.:r.r:csmdL in the same buxld- g leased by Mrs. Marjorie | -

Lennox, an Embassy s cretary, was cbtained, Mrs, Lennox :J_as"__. o
told that access to her a'oar..ment was n 3d°d fo; pno*ov*a,:h' o
su*velilanca purposes. Lo

.’_'_

The Sta"mn Was tﬁu.. .‘a_ed wz-. tne 'o”onaml.ty- h.at tzme
2nd secu*r!:y ‘would work against ncldmo mdezmltely the lease tc '
the apartment over NCMNA since the owners of the buiilding. wa B -

. cancelling sub-lessors' contracts and recailing leases, It was,:
therefore, decided to install transmittars and switches in order to’
.. Dbermit continued monitoring of the target from a d.stan" lxstenmv
".% post.”’Another three-man Leam .of TSD technicians consisting of
" David L., Christ {alias Carswell), Walter E.- Szuminski {alias
Taransky} and Thoraton J. Ande"-son {alias Danbrunt} aocumenfed

RSl 7 as tourists had been sexnt to Havane to install audio equipment in ‘the )
S " . Chinese Matioralist B mbassy belore it was due to be ..Lrned over to U
FE the Chinese Commnunits, This operation aborted,  This team was .. - |
“-* 7 . then sent to work on the installation of the t*-aws*r' r»s in the apart. .
' ment over the NC‘\]’A oxf:....e, : R Toe S

»~ .

. b, At 2400 hours on 14 Se'ctm-.oe.., Cnrxs‘., who *v:.th th

d up by »he Cuban auth ritie a.::d defamcd, -

i L other technicians was working in the target epariment, failed to Re _p_;:.__
. "7 2z scheduled apnointrment with Neet. At 0100 houzs on the 15th of ©
. September, the apariment of Mrs, Lzonox was extsred 1,ato .a.né.
: szarc! c’.bv \..b an at.tho::-zea, znd sl e was tzken inio custody, L
Sy 15 ‘on 15 September, Naest, the s..ay-ben ind agant and m’.s wife- " v

3 ,\.

b 7. As of ..cday the = gn*ﬁ' remaine in the 'custody of the Cuban’
1 ... - authorities, His wife has been released znd is still in Havana, - Neet
w 2w . . was released.1715 hours 15 Sertember and has subsequently returned..
T e to Washington whare he is being debrisfed. ' Mrs. Lemnox wasz  -. . - . .
-_tbsequw..mj relzased and has alsc *etui*ned to Washington wh er'e she
F is bemd debrisfed, The three '
kel



14-00000

‘upon ‘oy the te chnicizas and station pex :scnnel to i De ‘used in the & ent.

) .,.nchcated that '\Teet was his boss, and Nest con.:.zétahtl v cemed any-

L ‘mow,.eque as-to why ‘he was. being held.): ! “The sub-lease for’ the

. apavtment in whacn the men were caught is in the namse of
‘behind agent _"?vl_t}.',l_‘the original lease beu’_xg An the nama o

_ tney wers in custou\y. e S

. leaving: Cuaa 2s tOL..‘J.B’C:o since the filling out of the landing -card - = e

to have be—an mal.traated.“ C

.8, Accor dmg to arucme -.m t.h“ Cuoan. pm: the rhree
tacnmc:a.ns were arrested while in the apar riment over the NC"\F—'%.
office and completing the “instaliation of the eq quipment. Tho S
press article adds that the key to Mrs, Lennox's apariment was -
iound on one of. t"xe. tnc'*“zs:.a.ns who id ‘"'ed the agartment. to- e
which it De’*onsrad Al. Cuban’ pr 255 -releasas have z-a:er:-e& to to.&—_
men by zwa.s and. have xot. 1dam.1£1ed them as Government or Agsncy

mployaes, It is unclear'at present what story na& besn. acr...e::‘z

they - were caught, (W’hﬂe being mtev’rocated with Neet, Chnst

gy = ° » @ - R Fae - . - - - N L
'5"‘.:;,Dwmmnlc_ase.ﬁxi'z.cer. R i

- G, Imt*al m.fm mziion ..ndica ed th t _;-,..t. rae tachnicians would -

be charged with espionags "against the pgople ei Chinal, Subsaquent . [ ...

press releases have been unclear on this. point,- An attemnpt by Consul

' z-‘*‘uch Kessler to contact the three men at 1730 -hours on 17 Septe mbar'f-.-'-:-_{'-f'i"'

was unsuccessfil, *-Ie was not por 1= 1;.~ec to sesz therm but was x.old' A

_ 10. Tha t‘aree technicians tr'\*fbl"ed to C.‘. ::..
2=y light commearcial cover, two.of them working ic

‘Jew York ahd he nird one in Ba_tlmore, In eact --case'fthe cCov:

door; 'I'.,lebhoae mﬁsaaves a;..d ’néz,. are pzc-zed ap. p zo:hc Hy of EY
nroz:cy contract employes, The men were ‘provided with this cover
as wall as uncac'lcstooned tome addresses for use whan entering or

31

requires this information. Subssquent fo their detention the th° SRR
a2ddresses have besn paritialiy backstepped so that i q ries will - o ¢ -
indicate that someone with this alias name had lived in the agartment “7 -7
house in guestion. Imsofar as the cover compaxies are concerned, . L
aiforis are beaing made to provide 2 backstod to ihsi;arc inguiries
from the pr=ss shouid the Cubans revsal this information. In view
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Iawye:" from whoin no commant would b

cf the thinness of the covw, it is

‘11, .3’5. clea ed and i tting law fizm in New Tozk
z:y Mr. L. Houston on the situation wilh the thought that

eceived by the cover company could he referred

ox:har inguirers. .  The law firm has been br
tion so that t“hy maybeina ""c;-tie'zs. to zot
appears ‘desirable or feasible O It would 7

of any kind can be obtained irom the 32:.:.
Cuba wnlcn a.. e as..-.oc*a*ed wvth them,

is a 'bachelo* nrbsently an home leave Det':v'een two tours i .
F.‘s fa.tn ar, a.cookin a diner in the '_.Jcst-_.n ar'-a, kas been contac ed
by the Gifice of Security, and he will get in touch with Security if -
he zece ives any inguiries on this maiter, Security, by the same - )
token, will keep in touch with him as the Cubans reveal their inten-.

tions _a.r;c!_._coz_;; se of action.. L - RNRERE .
13, The wives of the cther two .ec‘* iciai-s have baen iold what

Las Happened and arz being contacted at least.oncs daily by TSD ..

stafiers and their wives who have been briafed on the situation, A - o

conference with the two wives was held in TSD'eon 19 % 3 :
over-the whole situation and deterrnine if i ers were.

e roblems on which the Ag=acy f‘ot..id be of help, " For

the wives ara telling tkeir neighbers thai their hust

tzip. ' This story will be adjusted dapen

the Cuban Gove rnment takes, whether
‘a2nd whe ether recogniz able pncto Irapns
. 3
" to tha p*eos, 'T‘he two ,«uvns so far ha
-well. e o ',.j .o : . _'. ’
RUDOL,
Acting "
Distribution: )
DCi -2 WH -3
DHCT - 1 ' B - 1

O L LT Ry T P o g o s e
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]
There is a folder of sensitive n:m-C:S 'Hauerlal pertaining to uhlS S

opa ratlon, ret:l.red ur-der Black Tape wrapr)_un;,, Job ,7‘37-.;6/ 73, restrlcted |

to Offices of DCI, DD3I, DDP, o/uH, C/’.-I:—I/PL, -c/*-.'m/c C/uI, ,/"sn, m.re ztor

of Security and' C—éneral Counsel. “h;ma anravlons 1= not c:.ted as an .

orlxr:z.nator, addressae, or :mi‘o ra.,z.plent oi‘ any o:. tn..s s»nsxta.ve "_’""'

material..
WH/RMO
]
1]
‘, . e 1:");—'
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