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3 0 AUG 1977

MEMORANOUM FOR: Acting Deputy Director of Central Intelligence

FROM : S. D. Breckinridge
Deputy Inspector General

SUBJECT : Comments on Book V, SSC Final Report, The
Investigation of the Assassination of Président
Kennedy: Performance of the Intelligence Agencies

1. Forwarded herewith is the report of a review that Mr.
Knoche requested last fall. The undersigned was designated as
chairman or coordinator of an Agency working group that was to
conduct the study. It proved a more ambitious undertaking than
had been anticipated. The extensive files of CI Staff on the
Warren Commission inquiry into President Kennedy's assassination
were vreviewed in detail, as were the very large file holdings of
LA Division on its Cuban operations during the period preceding
and fo]]ov1ng the death of President Kennady The most pains-
taking review and analysis was required, and the files proved to
be so extensive that the research became a major task. The files
of the Office of Security and the Office of the Inspector General
presented a less formidable problem.

2. The attached report, with its annexes, is the formal

~resydt of the effort. If the attachments seem bulky, it is

noted that additional back-up materials are being held for the

record in the event of future inquiry. Thesa papers represent

the result of a conscientious and painstaking effort,  ¢onducted

with high standards of review and testing kept foremost in mind.

We believe that there is little likelihood of oversight.or omission

in coverage; the work was so extensive and carefully done that we

feel there is small chance of surprises remaining in CIA files on

this subject. .
!

3. In brief, we found that many of the presentations of
Book V of the Final Report of the Senate Select Committee were
based on incomplete information or distorted perceptions. While
the record of CIA was not perfect, the performance at the time,
under the understanding of the period, seems reasonable. The fact
remains that evidence of a Castro conspiracy to assassinate President
Kennedy still has not been discovered. The Warren Commission and
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CIA could well have perceived the usefulness of inguiring into
specific sources of possible provocation of Castro at the time of
the 1964 investigation; it is clear that the general consideration
was recognized by all concerned, and pursued, but the concept of
specific possible provocations was not. A reyiew into such possi-
bilities has now been conducted, with essentially negative results.

4, The report is not to be considered a report of the
Inspector General, as such, being the result of a representative
working group. However, the report should be considered as being
for internal CIA consumption only. It contains third agency reports,
liaison reports, and involves sources and methods materials, as well
as evaluation and comment of a nature that is advisory to manage-
ment. Any release of this report and its annexes outside the Agency,
even in classified form, would require considerable sanitization.
It is recommended that this report be held against future inquiries,
providing a basis for appropriate responses, and that it not be
volunteered at this time.

<l B (}\_; R C?:.).—\A_Nv(r\--uawx_./’&s
S. D. Breckinridge
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SUBJECT: Comments on Book V of the Final Report of the U.S. Senate
Select Committee to Study Governmental Operations with
Respect to Intelligence Activities

1. Book V of the SSC Final Report, titled The Investigation

of the Assassination of President John F. Kennedy: Performance of the

Intelligence Agencies, presents a number of issues that address themselves

to the conscience of the Agency. The criticisms of CIA are based on a

series of presentations of how various investigative leads were handled,
and on the non-reporting of various Agency operational activitieﬁrthat
the SSC Final Report judges to have been relevant to the Warren
Commission inquiry.

2. A stated thesis of the SSC Final Report is that the operations
of the intelligence agencies against Cuba exercised a negative influence
on the quality of their support for the Warren Commission investigation.
The following statements appear in the Report:

"It (the SSC Report) places particular
emphasis on the effect their Cuban opera-
tions seemed to havé on the investigation."
Page 2.
"They (senior CIA officials) should have
realized that CIA operations against Cuba,
particularly operations involving the
assassination of Castro, needed to be con-
sidered in the investigation. Yet, they
directed their subordinates to conduct
an investigation without telling them of
these vital facts." Page 7.
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The significance of these statements, to the authors of the SSC,
Report, is highlighted as follows:
“"Certainly, concern with public reputation,
problems of coordination between agencies,
possible bureaucratic failure and embarrassment,
and the extreme compartmentation of knowledge
of sensitive operations may have contributed to
these shortcomings. But the possibility
exists that senior officials in both agencies
made conscious decisions not to disclose
potentially important information." Page 7.

A central feature of the rationale is the concept that if Castro
had learned of these activities it would have provoked him into
retaliation against President Kennedy. The SSC Final Report makes
it clear that it feels this theory should have been perceived and
accepted at the time by the intelligence agencies (not to mention
the Warren Commission) leading to a review of the various anti-Castro
programs to see what it might reveal.

The provocation theory, in the specific form postulated by the
SSC Final Report and the press, is of more recent vintage than the
perceptions that prevailed in 1964 when the Warren Commission was con-
ducting its investigation. There was a general concern in 1964 that

the USSR or Cuba might be behind the assassination of President

2
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Kennedy. This was based on a more broadly recognized understanding
of the tensions that existed between the Kennedy administration and the
Soviet and Cuban regimes. The Bay of Pigs in 1961 and the Cuban
Missile Crisis in 1962 must have appeared remarkably provocative to
Fidel Castro, along with the array of American anti-Cuban programs.
The humiliation of the USSR in having to retreat in the Cuban Missile
Crisis cannot be dismissed completely as to how it might have been
perceived by a foreign power as a provocation. To note these events
serves only to remind the reader of the tensions well recognized at
the time.- The SSC Final Report has elected to emphasize instead CIA
operational activity against Cuba as requiring specific attention.
This emphasis on CIA's Cuban operations as a possible source of
provocation of Castro represents the result of an evolution in percep-
tions. In response to it we undertook an extensive review of the
various operational activities against Cuba and Castro.

Organization for the Review

As there are no persons now in CIA who were directly involved
at a senior level in the investigation of 1964, it was felt necessary
to organize a fresh approach to the matter. The persons who, in 1963
and 1964, knew the details of the various operational activities are
no Tonger available, for the most part, to provide the current and

detailed factual familiarity that existed at the time of the investi-

gations. Primary reliance had to be placed instead on the records for
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the period preceding President Kennedy's death and the period following
it.

It was determined that a special research effort wouid be mounted
to review those Agency files that might relate to this problem. The
organization for this research is summarized at Tab A of this paper.

It required not only the meticulous review of all Cuban operations,

it necessitated careful analysis of the content and nature of the oper-
ations with special attention to their security. Files relating to the
Warren Commission inquiry were reviewed as well as those re]at;hg to
plotting against Castro.

The results of the efforts of those assigned to the task are
contained in this covering report and in the separate annexes to it,
Tabs B through G.

CIA has now conducted such a review -- looking at "the other end"
of a possible chain of evidence, where things theoretically could have
started. This has produced no new evidence bearing on the assassination,
although it has produced the basis for new lines of speculation. In
fact, the review sometimes seemed to become a futile exercise in trying
to fit facts to the provocation theory rather than being able to
identify evidence actually bearing on the assassination of President

Kennedy. The emphasis sometimes became one of asking if this activity
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(whichever was under review) could have provoked Castro to order the
assassination of President Kennedy, had hei(Castro) learned of it.
The SSC, in its Final Report, fell into this very trap, trying to make
the AMLASH operation actually fit the theory for which the SSC's
presentation seemed to be tailored. (See Tab D.)

We have looked at other operational activities with the SSC's
theory in mind, but have been unable to provide tangible substance
in support of the theory. In the final analysis the reviewer is
compelled to fall back on the evidence. A wide variety of thgpries
can be--as they have been--advanced in strident and challenging tones.
Not all of them are susceptible to conclusive answers; the primary
possibility of finding such answers was lost with the death of Lee
Harvey Oswald. The fact is that the Warren Commission considered the
possibility of Cuban or Soviet involvement, but could not find evi-
dence of it. Were it known at the time of the Warren Commission, it
would have been reported and dealt with then; that it was not is a
simple reflection of the fact that it did not exist at that time in
the minds of Americans knowledgeable on the subject. To hold dif-
ferently would be to accept uncritically a social paranoia often
prevalent today, which would hold that a significant number of
government employees could engage in such a well-disciplined con-

spiracy to suppress evidence.

5
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Operations Against Castro

The AMTRUNK Operation, starting in 1963, sought to develop a
capability to join dissident elements among the Cuban leadership into
a group that could oust the Castro regime. It was conceived by Cuban
exiles and sold to the Kennedy Administration, which assigned it to
CIA. The program was very slow in developing substance and momentum,
with little concrete progress during President Kennedy's life. At a
later date, in 1965, it was believed to be compromised and CIA withdrew
from its association; the key members were arrested later and tried in
Cuba. There are basic questions about the security of the aé;ivity
from its inception, due to the involvement of personalities who are
suspected of having pro-Cuban sympathies, including possibly having
been foreign agents. While the suspicions cannot be verified, the
reservations are sufficiently basic to consider the possibility that
Castro knew of the operation from its earliest days. Its long range
objectives--the overthrow of Castro and his regime--would have been an
irritant to Castro; its inability to develop any substance and momentum
until long after President Kennedy's death suggests that it is unlikely
that it, of itself, would have moved him at that time to resort to
assassination in retaliation. This is discussed at Tab C.

Operation AMLASH centered on a high-level Cuban official, AMLASH/1,
who had expressed his opposition to Castro and to the Castro regime.

The SSC Final Report undertakes to demonstrate that the operation planned

Castro's assassination during the period preceding the murder of

GURHDERTIAL
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President Kennedy; to the contrary, a full review of the operatton
shows that prior to the President's assassination not only had CIA
not agreed to give any support to AMLASH/1, but had rejected his
proposals to assassinate Castro. When evidence supporting this view

was offered the drafters of Book V of the SSC Final Report, it was
dismissed out of hand as false, despite confirming evidence. The SSC
Report, instead, having asserted that assassination was the character
of the opération at that time, then undertook to show that AMLASH/1

was at least indiscreet in his conduct, risking exposure of the plot.
Alternatively, it suggested that he may have been acting for Castro

as a provocateur, to lead the United States into a plot against
Castro's 1ife which in turn was then to provide Castro with the
justification to order President Kennedy's assassination. In either
event, had Castro learned about the relationship between AMLASH/1 and
CIA he would have known only that there was an inconclusive association
that certainly had not progressed to the point that it constituted the
basis for the postulated provocation. This is discussed in some detail
at Tab D of this paper.

The SSC Final Report discounts (at page 68) the possibility that
actual plotting by CIA with the criminal syndicate served as a source
for provocation for Castro to have President Kennedy murdered. There
are new considerations that developed in the course of the present
review that throw more 1light on the role of the criminal syndicate,
but they do not provide a basis.for taking issue with the judgment of
the SSC Final Report, which dismissed the activity as having provided

Castro with the postulated provocation. This is discussed at Tab C.



14-00000

CONFIDENTIAL

Items Selected by the SSC for Critical Comment

The SSC Final Report picked out a number of selected subjects for
treatment in support of its criticism of the thoroughness of the in-
vestigation by the intelligence agencies. One of these had to do with
the allegations in Mexico City by a man designated as "D". These al-
legations were demonstrated conclusively by the Warren Commission to
have been false; why they are disfussed at all in the SSC Final Report
is a question in itself. In another instance, reference is made to a
reported five-hour delay of a Cubana flight from Mexico City, awaiting
arrival of a private aircraft with a mysterious passenger; no£—0n1y
was the Cubana flight on the ground for four hours (in contrast to -the
alleged five hour delay in departure) it departed an hour before the
alleged arrival of the private aircraft. After CIA reported on a
Cuban-American who departed on another Cubana flight, the FBI investi-
gated the man extensively, as is revealed by the information available
for use in the SSC Final Report; a single report that caused him to be
dramatized is so full df errors as to be highly suspect, essentially
being placed in doubt by other evidence in the record. In another
instance considerable emphasis was given by the SSC Final Report to a
cable from the Mexico City Station, replying to a 23 November 1963 in-
quiry from CIA headquarters asking for reports on contacts with certain
named Soviets. The true name of AMLASH/1 was given in the Mexico City
reply, but not as having had contact with the Soviets -- which was the

purpose of the inquiry -- but as the subject of a meeting in December

CONFIDENTIAL
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1960 between a functionary of the Cuban embassy with a Soviet, concern-

ing a press conference to be held in Mexico City by AMLASH/1 inaFeerary
and March 1961. AMLASH/1's name could have been omitted from the cable
altogether, so far as its having any relevance to the inquiry about
persons having contact with Soviets is concerned. In any évent, the
meeting in December 1960 was prior to President Kennedy's inauguration,
which removes it yet further from any possible relevance to the subject
matter. It really is not difficult to understand why the reference to
AMLASH/1's name did not lead to detailed research about him. This is
discussed further at Tab D.
Conclusions

Basiqa]]y, the research effort for the present paper produced two
general conclusions. First, the SSC Final Report contains numerous
factual errors, both in the extensive treatment of a selected opera-
tion (AMLASH) and in a number of separate incidents that it presents.
Second, while one can make the point in principle that the Warren
Commission could well have broadened its review to include the anti-
Cuban programs of the U.S. Government, in trying to make the case for
that concept Book V of the SSC Final Report went to such lengths in its
treatment as to detract from the point at hand. It is difficult to
characterize it more generously.

In a very real sense, the SSC Final Report has compounded the
problem of public perception. On a flawed presentation it has accused
the intelligence agencies of derelictions and worse. While it has

reinforced the public sense of unfinished business yet to be done, it

has so badly beclouded the issue as to have done a disservice to

9
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future attempts at objective and dispassionate inquiry. "
While one can understand today why the Warren Commission limited
its inquiry to normal avenues of investigation, it would have served
to reinforce the credibility of its effort had it taken a broader
view of the matter. CIA, too, could have considered in specific
terms what most saw then in general terms--the possibility of Soviet
or Cuban involvement in the assassination because of tensions of
the time. It is not enough to be able to point out erroneous
criticisms made today. The Agency should have taken broader _
initiatives then, as well. That CIA employees at the time felt--as
they obvidus]y did--that the activities about which they knew had
no relevance to the Warren Commission inquiry does not take the place
of a record of conscious review. The present research effort has
undertaken to conduct such a review; it is noted that the findings
are essentially negative. However, it must be recognized that CIA
cannot be as confident of a cold trail in 1977 as it could have
been in 1964; this apparent fact will be noted by the critics of
the Agency, and by those who have found a career in the questions
already asked and yet to be asked about the assassination of

President Kennedy.
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Organization for and Conduct of the Review

1. Many years have -passed since the inquiry by the Warren Com-
mission. The persons who were most familiar with the activities
of the Agency during the period preceding the death of President
Kennedy, and during the investigation of the Warren Commission, are
no longer in place in the same work. Some of the employees have
retired or have been transferred to other work. Some have digg.

2. To respond to the questions raised in Book V of the SSC
Final Repdrt, it was necessary to review old files and to assign to
this undertaking personnel not really familiar with the activities
of the Agency during a period of a dozen or more years before. A
study group was established to consider the size of the problem and
to develop a plan for conducting the review. Chaired by a repre-
sentative from the Office of the Inspector General, the group also
consisted of members from CI Staff, LA Division, and the Office of
Security. Terms of Reference for the review were agreed upon in
early August 1976. Points emphasized for the review, because of the
thrust of Book V of the SSC Final Report, were (1) to conduct a full
review of information and operations on the Cuban target to identify
any activity that might relate to the assassination of President Kennedy,
and (2) to review the possibility that CIA activities against Cuba

did, by their nature, cause Castro to order the assassination of

GONFIDENTIAL
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President Kennedy. A copy of the Terms of Reference is attached.

3. The two main holdings of files for the period in question
were in LA Division and CI Staff, of the Directorate of Operations,
with less voluminous files being held in the Office of Security and
the Office of the Inspector General. The organization for the review
of those files is described below.

4. LA Division: LA Division was the repository of the files
for Agency operations conducted against Cuba. These files were known
to be extensive. Under the Terms of Reference those files for the
period 1 January 1961 to 1 January 1965 were selected for review,
covering a three-year period prior to the death of President Kennedy
and the following year. A research'group was formed composed of
five full-time researchers, a group leader and a task force supervisor.
An additional four researchers participated in different phases of
the research, which continued to mid-May 1977.

5. Reference to material for this research was obtained from
the LA Division registry, the Cuba Desk machine runs, and a special
comprehensive file 1isting prepared for this purpose by Information
Services Staff (ISS). On the basis of this it was originally believed
that material pertinent to the search would number approximately 900
operational folders, plus numerous related 201-files. It was later
determined, however, that a thorough review should include additional
operational and subject files which brought the total to well over

two thousand files. In view of the date of the material, much of it,

GONFIDENTIAL
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both operational and subject, had been retired to Archives at
[@grrenton, Virginial The remainder is held at Headquarteré in the
files or archival material of Information Processing Group. This
material is easily retrievable through the use of specific job
numbers and file reference numbers recorded and retained in the
LA Division research group files (too numerous to cite herein).

6. Following is a breakdown of the types and numbers of files
reviewed, criteria employed in the research, the findings, and
organization of the material:

a. Types and Number of Files Reviewed

(1) Operational 1,729
(601 with findings and 1,128
with no findings)

(2) Subject Files 547
(186 with findings and 361
with no findings)

(3) Cuba Policy Files 101
(4) Chief, WH Division Chrono Files
(Task Force W Chronos) 37
(5) Official 201 Dossiers __100-plus
Total 2,514

b. Criteria Used in the Research

As a guide the research group followed the Terms of

Reference referred to above. In addition to the Terms of

Reference, the group remained alert to other items of interest

GONFIDENTIAL
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brought to its attention by the IG Staff, on an ad hoc basis,
and to additional questions raised in the course of the
study. A name trace was always run, and/or the 201-file was
reviewed, if available, on any individual allegedly involved
in an assassination plot against President Kennedy or Fidel
Castro. This task was made somewhat easier as the result of
a memorandum prepared by the Cuba Desk, in August 1975,
based on traces of the names in the so-called Black Book .
that Fidel Castro passed to Senator McGovern, which dealt
withvindividua1s the Cubans alleged were involved in assassi-
nation attempts against Castro.

c. Findings and Organization of the Findings

Each researcher submitted a draft paper noting the
subject of the folder(s) reviewed, a brief description of the
activity, and a copy of those document(s) or findings which
contained information believed to be pertinent to the review.
Also included were job numbers, official file numbers,
inclusive dates of material researched, and the number of
volumes reviewed. Beginning in January 1977, at the request
of the IG Staff, the researchers also began noting FBI and/or
other government agencies knowledge of information, to the
extent recorded in Agency files. Separate finished memoranda

were prepared, on the basis of these data, including the

heading Findings. This heading 1ists the specific document

number(s) and other pertinent data, and a few lines providing

GONFIDENTIAL
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the gist of the dbcument(s) for purpose of easy and quick

reference. These memoranda, with a copy of the document(s)

attached, are filed in alphabetical order, by project and
subject, in hard-back green folders as part of the official

LA Division research group files under the official classi-

fication number 019-604-001 (Volumes XI through XX). Also

included in the records are two folders (Volumes IX and X)

containing 1,439 draft memoranda with negative findings. -

These records are restricted in LA Division.

7. The LA Division research effort proved to be far more
complex than originally estimated. Research continued to lead to new
files, and the requirements for meticulous analysis and correlation
of material further extended the time required to complete the under-
taking. By completing this exhaustive review of files the Agency
can speak with considerable confidence as to what the records of
Cuban operations show, so far as they relate to the question of the
death of President Kennedy.

8. CI Staff: CI Staff assigned one senior officer to review
its files on Lee Harvey Oswald, working under the general Terms of
Reference referred to above, and also to generate papers on points
not covered by the guidelines but pertinent to the general subject.

9. Since December 1963, the CI Staff has served as the point

of record for all questions relating to Lee Harvey Oswald and the

GONFIDENTIAL
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Agency's role in the investigation conducted by the Warren Com-
mission. The so-called "Oswald File" now fills 57 volumes comprising
some 142 file folders and portfolios. In addition, the Staff has

accumulated some 50 supplemental files including the master copy

of those documents released under provisions of the FOIA to the public
in March 1976 (first series) and those documents (secgnd series)
released in September 1976 and March 1977.

10. By necessity the documents in the file are held in chrono-
logical order; However, the file has become much more than just a
chrono]ogfca] file on Lee Harvey Oswald. It has now become the
Agency's central repository for information and documentation that
it holds on:

a. The life of Harvey Oswald;

b. The Agency's role in the investigation conducted
by the Warren Commission, 1963--1964;

¢c. The testimony by various Agency officers before
the several commissions and committees set up to review
the validity of previous investigations. (NB: It should
be pointed out that this portion of this file is not
complete); and

d. The point of record for Agency action taken in
response to requests submitted to the Agency under pro-

visions of the Freedom of Information Act.
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11. In order to come to grips with the voluminous material in
the Oswald files, it soon became obvious that, in'order to be in
a position to respond effectively and expeditiously to the Terms of
Reference and to allegations and accusations in Book V of the SSC
Final Report, it would be necessary to copy much of the file and to
place these copies in folders set up according to general and specific
subjects. In order to check charges that this Agency had withheld
information from the FBI and the Warren Commission, and that there
was "no eQidence that the FBI asked the Agency to conduct an investi-
gation or gather information," the following files were set up:
a. Correspondence from the Warren Commission;
b. Correspondence from the Agency to the Warren
Commission;
c. Agency disseminations to the Intelligence Community,
particularly the FBI;
d. Correspondence from the FBI to the Agency requesting
assistance and information;
e. Chronological summary of information on and actions
taken relating to Silvia Tirado de DURAN; and
f. Chronological summary of information on and actions
taken relating to Gilberto ALVARADO Ugarte.
These files provided a basis for checking statements included in the
SSC Final Report and to determine what the Agency actually did do

in relation to the Warren Commission inquiry.
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12. The approach to the problem at hand was to assemble by
chronological and statistical compilations the Agency's record on
the matter, (a) its initiation of collection requirements for infor-
mation, and the papers it originated on various aspects of the
investigation for passage to the Intelligence Community, particularly
the FBI and the Warren Commission, and (b) its response to require-
ments and requests levied upon it by the Intelligence Community and
the Warren Commission. Certain parts of the record were summarized
to record what actually happened in those instances in which it
differs from representations in the SSC Report.

13. Office of Security: The Office of Security assigned one

officer to identify material in its records believed to have some
possible relation to the Kennedy assassination. During the course of
this review, approximately fifty subject files were identified as
containing material of some relevance. This material amounted to

the equivalent of approximately two safe drawers. The files reviewed
included volumes on Lee Harvey Oswald, AMLASH, various individuals
connected with the Criminal Underworld Plot, and a collection of
files containing the results of name traces conducted at the time

of the "Garrison Investigation."

14. Office of the Inspector General: The Office of the Inspector

General held the report that it produced in 1967 on plotting against

Castro, as well as related materials accumulated subsequently. It

also received files developed in 1973 in response to a 9 May 1973
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request by the DCI to Agency employees concerning questionable
activities. Two members of the Inspection Staff were assigned to
the project, responsible for overall coordination of the research
effort. Additionally, because of the emphasis given to events in
Mexico by Book V of the SSC Final Report, the Office of the Inspector
General employed on contract a retired employee who had served as
a special case officer in Mexico City during the period preceding
President Kennedy's death and during the investigation afterwards.
The retired employee recalled for this task conducted an extensive
review of all Mexico City files and materials held in Headquarters
or retired to Archives. The result of her research is found in
Tabs B and F.

15. The file holdings in the Office of the Inpsector General
are less than one safe drawer. However, the AMLASH file, held by
LA Division/Directorate of Operations, was reviewed by a member of
the Office of the Inspector General, as were parts of the AMTRUNK
file, also held by LA Division. These two activities are discussed
in Annexes D and C, respectively.

16. There were a limited number of interviews to clarify
specific points.

X ok ok ok ok Kk k %
Detailed records of the research undertaken are held in the
respective components participating in this effort. Selected back-
up material for the final report is also held in the Office of the

Inspector General.
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TERMS OF REFERENCE
FOR REVIEW OF
ISSUES RAISED IN
BOOK V, SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE

FINAL REPORT

1. The Schweiker Subcommittee has two basic theses--
(1) the general idea that the intelligence community--primarily
CIA and FBI--did not undertake a full review of the possibility
of Cuban involvement in the assassination of President Kennedy,
and (2) the idea that CIA activities against Cuba were provocative
and may have led to the assassination of President Kennedy. The
former by itself is not too difficult a problem to address. Either
there was or there was not an extensive intelligence collection
program to ascertain all possible information on the subject.
Either there was or there was not an exhaustive review of all
information in the Agency that might in some way relate to this
question. Either the Agency did or did not report what it had
to the Warren Commission for further inquiry and review.

2. The second portion of the Subcommittee's presentation
is somewhat more diffuse and complex. By way of generai back-
ground it summarizes Agency and U.S. operations against Castro's
Cuba. There is an inference--almost subliminal--that these
general activities were provocative. More specific, however,
is the detailed treatment of the AMLASH operation as an activity
that the report suggests could have provoked Castro into retaliatory
action against President Kennedy. The failure of CIA to report
this to the Warren Commission, in the context of the provocation
theory, is advanced as a failure to report relevant information,
Detailed treatment of the operation is given in the report in
support of the thesis,
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3. The issue of operational activity that could have provoked
a retaliatory strike by Castro against President Kennedy Ca}"lHOt
be restricted to the AMLASH operation. In itself it may be one of
the poorer examples of something that might have proven so pro-
vocative as to stimulate a retaliatory strike by Castro against
President Kennedy. There were other operations with the un-
qualified objective of killing Castro. These contrast with the
AMLASH affair in which the agreed purpose was not so clear and
in which the sequence of events throws considerable doubt on the
Subcommittee's treatment of the activity in this respect,

a. The following questions are intended to serve as
a guide in a records review of the extent of the Agency's
investigation prior to the end of the Warren Commission.

(1) What collection requirements were issued to
the field with regard to Kennedy's assassination?

(2) What follow-~up of these requirements was
there during 19647

(3) What form did the follow-up take?

(4) Identify and describe the records with regard
to this activity.

(5) What reporting was there from the field in
response to Headquarters' requ1rements'?

(6) What dissemination and review was this
reporting given?

(7) Was dissemination made on this reporting to
the CI Staff?

(8) Was this reporting given to the Warren Commission?
(9) What review of Headquarters' material was
ordered through 19647
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(10) What were the parameters of these instructions?
(11) Whatiresponses were there and where are they?

(12) What evidence is there that the "provocation"
theory was considered during the Warren Commission
enquiries, either in CIA or the Warren Commission?

(13) What action was taken with reference to this
concept as a basis for reviewing relating Agency programs?

(14) What records are there on this and where are they?

(15) Were there any efforts made to develop an
Oswald/Cuban connection?

L]

=

(16) What form did they take?

(17) What exchanges were there with the FBI on this
subject?

(18) What action developed from these exchanges?

(19) What records are there on these exchanges and
where are they?

(20) To what extent were elements of the Agency
other than the CI Staff and LA Division involved in-in-
vestigating the assassination during the Warren Commission

tenure?

(21) What is the total CIA information on the two
flights from Mexico City to Havana?

(22) What was done at the time to develop further
information on this matter?

[y

(23) Can further information be acquired on this
matter now? A
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(24) What is the total CIA information on "D"?
L]

(25) Is further information on ""D' needed in view
of the SSC Subcommittee reference to it?

(26) What information does CIA have on Oswald
FPCC relations?

(27) What does CIA know about the New Orleans
training activity and was anything provided on this to
the Warren Commission?

(28) What is the total CIA information on 'A'?
(29) Who is the man photographed in Mexico City?

(30) What is the CIA information on the 4 December
1963 report of an agent meeting Oswald in Cuba?

(31) What is the total CIA information on Cuban
assassination policies and programs up to November 22,
19632

(32) What is the total CIA information on Castro's
7 September 1963 statements re retribution?

(33) Does the testimony before the SSC of CIA
employees contain anything on the abové questions?

If so, what?

b. On the subject of possible provocation for the
assassination plots against Castro, each of the known activities
should be reviewed to the extent possible in order to determine
any additional relevant information on this plot.

(1) What is the total information on the plots involving
the criminal syndicates?

(2) Who was witting of the planning for the syndicate
operation? '
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(3) Are there current considerations on the syndicate
operation not faced previously (e.g., a former Office
of Security officer may have knowledge that was not
surfaced in the interviews with him with the SSC or
Agency personnel. Additionally, a former LA Division
career agent may have some insights that could throw
light on one of the operations).

(4) There are a couple of cases based on agent
traffic (reported to the SSC during the study of alleged
assassination plots) indicating plans during the Bay of
Pigs period to shoot Castro. What is the total CIA
information on these?

(5) What is the significance on the subject of
provocation in the book given Senator McGovern by
Castro?

(6) While the AMLASH operation is subject to fairly
detailed reconstruction from a very complete record,
there are points that should be addressed particularly,
because of their treatment in the SSC Subcommittee report.
For instance, is there significance in the fact that CIA
contacted AMLASH/1 in September 1963 after such a
long time? Or was it simply that this was the first time
the opportunity had presented itself since earlier meetings?

(7) Just what did the case officer tell AMLASH/1
when making plans for the 22 November meeting?

{(8) What was the security of the relationship with
AMLASH/1 during the period preceding the assassination
of President Kennedy? .

{9) In what time frame was Fitzgerald's Executive
Officer speaking when he stated his judgment that the

AMLASH/1 operation was an assassination plot?
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¢, What other action might CIA have taken in connection
with the investigation? An effort should be made to ligt
these, including consultation with surviving officials to
determine not only what they considered the requirement
at the time, but what was omitted and why.

4. In conclusion, these "Terms of Reference' undertake
to address the entire question of possible provocation of U. S.
policy and CIA programs in the period preceding the assassination
of President Kennedy. An aspect of this is the SSC Subcommittee's
apparent view that CIA assassination plotting could have instigated
a retaliatory strike by Castro against President Kennedy, which,
therefore, should have been reported to the Warren Commission.
Just as importantly, the final paper should reflect findings in the
area of what the Agency did in response to Warren Commission
requirements (both stated by the Warren Comrnission and those
that could have been conceived by the Agency), and how if pursued
these lines of action and reported them to the Commission. This
will include consideration of specific new and unanswered questions
raised in the Schweiker report
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O/Inspector General

Robert Wall
CI Staff

,4/5/2//7%

William Sturbitts
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CIA's Performance on the Inquiries “

Book V of the SSC Final Report challenges the performance of the
intelligence agencies during the Warren Commission inquiry,‘empha-
sizing things that it feels should have been done but which it asserts

were not.

It is correct to say that CIA has not produced evidence or
analysis that addresses every theory that has been advanced over the
years. A record of the volume of CIA reporting to the FBI and the
Warren Commission is at Tab E. As a practical consideration, évery
theoretical question that can be conceived cannot be answered con-
clusively; there simply may be no evidence at all, or if there is
evidence somewhere it may not be accessible. The issue is what the
intelligence agencies did -- in the present instance, what was the
performance of CIA -- with Book V of the SSC Final Report portraying
a patternof neglect or avoidance that is not supported by the record.

The SSC Final Report offers a number of separate subjects in

support of its case:

a. It refers to an allegation by a person identified as
“D" (pages 28-30, 41-42 and 102-103) that he overheard and
saw Oswald being handed money in Mexico City for the purpose
of assassinating President Kennedy; this was proven false, both
by polygraph and by determining that Oswald was in New Orleans
instead of Mexico City at the time the incident was supposed to
have occurred. This subject is treated in a confusing and in-

conclusive manner in the SSC Final Report.

~CONHDENTHAL
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b. A considerable portion of the Report is given to the
AMLASH operation. The operation is described inaccurately. “
The Report assigns it characteristics that it did not have during
the period preceding the assassination of President Kennédy, in

order to support the SSC view that it should have been reported
to the Warren Commission. This is treated in some detail at Tab D
of this report.
c. Space is devoted to two aircraft flights from Mexico
City to Havana, on 22 November and 27 November (see pages 60-
63). The first of these flights, as described in the SSC Report,
is based on an inaccurate report about a delay of the 22 November
flight to meet a mysterious private aircraft; the correct story
removes the basis for the inferences of the SSC version. The
second of these flights had to do with a man whose significance
arises from a patently erroneous report; the FBI investigated him
thoroughly, as is apparent from the condensed summary in the SSC
Final Report.
These examples illustrate the problem of commenting on the SSC Final
Report, the question becoming that of how to deal with Congressional
criticism presented on the basis of inaccurate factual pérceptions.
To treat the problem it was felt necessary to review the record in-depth
and to report the findings, whatever they are.
Recognizing the possibility of error or oversight in 1964--both
on the part of CIA and the Warren Commission--consideration was given

to courses of action CIA might have taken to throw some light on the
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questions as understood at the time, as well as considering those *

questions that have developed since then. What would be the areas of
inquiry? Oswald was an obvious subject of investigation.

Oswald was known to have been out of the country twice subsequent
to his return to private life from the Marine Corps in September 1959.
These overseas adventures were appropriate for CIA attention. The
first of these overseas trips was when he went to the Soviet Union in
October 1959 from which he returned in June 1962. The second of these
trips was when he went to Mexico City in late September 1963, fram
which he returned in early October 1963.

In addifion to these two areas of obvious specific inquiry for CIA,
there is the problem of general foreign intelligence collection that
might in some way produce information on the subject. The SSC Final
Report adds to these considerations operations being conducted by CIA
as part of a general U.S. program against the Castro regime. These
four general areas of inquiry are covered below.

I. Travel to and from the USSR 1959-1962

On 26 November 1963 a cable was sent to Paris, Rome, Madrid,

PRI 4 Eedebmnediod, 5 o

Brussels, The Hague, London, and QOttawa

giving biographic information on Lee Harvey Oswald. It noted his
discharge from the Marine Corps in September 1959 and his travel to
the Soviet Union in October 1959, including sketchy details as to his
employment and marriage while in the USSR. The cable requested:

"any scrap information which bears on President's

assassination...."
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' On 27 November the various addressee stations replied, witﬁ ’

E;::fﬁji::]and London providing additional details on the travel of
Oswald to the USSR. Additionally, London reported that a British
journalist claimed that during his own imprisonment in Cuba in 1959
there was a U.S. gangster there by the name of Santos, who was living
in Tuxury in jail because he could not return to the U.S.; the source
stated that Santos was "visited frequently by another American
gangster named 'Ruby'." (See pages 24--25, Tab C.)

Also on 27 November Ottawa reported the "delight" of the Cuban ‘ .
Embassy staff over the assassination of President Kennedy although
the stafwaas instructed to "cease looking happy in public," in
conformance with instructions from Cuba to "govern their actions by

&
official attitude of Govt to which they accredited.” on the

same date, reported that the Soviets were shocked, blaming the
assassination on extreme right-wing elements. Otherwise, the initial
responses produced no other information.

On 29 November The Hague and Frankfurt were queried about Oswald's
travel back from the USSR. This query was followed on 2 December by
a similar cable to Berlin, Frankfurt, Bonn and The Hague. Various
reporting produced details about the travel of Oswald and his wife
from the USSR through Germany and the Netherlands enroute to the
United States in June 1962.

The other stations involved in these inquiries had no traces or

information on Oswald; liaison services were also queried without
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detailed results although there were some technical operations that
produced peripheral information about the reactions of various groups
under intelligence surveillance. Considerable exchanges were held
with the Warren Commission on Oswald's Soviet record and its possible
significance. No evidence was found tying the Soviet Union to Oswald's
assassination of Presidant Kennedy. Book V of the SSC Final Report,

in not criticising the Agency's performance in this aspect of the
investigation, seems to have accepted it as adequate, and it will

not be detailed here.

II. Oswald Mexico Visit -- September-October 1963

The visit by Oswald to Mexico City, in his attempt to get
visas for travel to the Soviet Union and Cuba, has received extensive
attention. The details concerning the coverage of Oswald's visit to
Mexico is treated in another annex to this paper (Tab F): The concern
felt by all initially for the possible significance of Oswald's visit,
and his contacts with the Cuban and Soviet embassies, was obvious at
the time. The following statement is in a cable to Mexico City on
28 November 1963:

"We have by no means excluded the possibility
that other as yet unknown persons may have

been involved or even that other powers may
have played a role. Please continue all your
coverage of Soviet and Cuban installations

and your liaison with Mexicans."

A
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The allegations made by "D," about having seen Oswald taking money
from Cubans in the Cuban embassy in Mexico City, received intensive
attention from CIA and the FBI, working together closely on the matter,
and with the Mexican authorities. This was demonstrated conclusively
to have been a false allegation. Oswald was in New Orleans at the
time of the reported incident, and the person making the allegations
was demonstrated by polygraph to have been lying. After the allegations
by "D" had been demonstrated to be false, Headquarters made the following
statement to the Mexico City Station on 1 December 1963:

"P1s continue to follow all leads and tips.

The question of whether Oswald acted solely

on his own has still not been finally resolved."
Again, on 13 December 1963 the Mexico City Station was cabled as
follows:

“Plse continue watch for Soviet or Cuban reaction

to investigation of assassination, evidence

of their complicity, signs they putting out

propaganda about case. FYI only, Soviet Intel

in India had letters sent to [U.S. Government]

leaders demanding full investigation of case.”
On 17 December 1963 Headquarters forwarded a dispatch to the Mexico
City Station stated as follows:

‘...Mexico City has been the only major

overseas reporter in the case. Uhile this

partly dictated by the facts of Lee Oswald's
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life, we have not overlooked the really out-

standing performance of Mexico City's major

assets and the speed, precision, and perception

with which the data was forwarded. Here it was

relayed within minutes to the White House,

[Department of State] and [the FBI].

“Your LIENVOY data, the statements of Silvia

DURAN, and your analyses were major factors in

the quick clarification of the case, blanking

out the really ominous spectre of foreign backing."’

Essentially, Oswald's visit to Mexico City was investigated as
thoroughly as possible, producing no evidence there of Soviet or
Cuban complicity in the assassination of President Kennedy. If anything,
events during Oswald's visit there are more subject to being seen as
counter to such a possibility, given his troubles with both Cubans
and Soviets. We do not offer this thought as the final word, but more
simply that if it bears on the subject at all it is inconsistent with
speculation that he had some special relationship with either nation.
It is noted that various allegations have been made in the press

in connection with the House Select Committee on Assassinations

inquiry concerning CIA information regarding Oswald's Mexico visit;

these are commented on at Tab G.

ITI. General Collection Requirements

On 22 November 1963 all CIA stations abroad received a cable

from Headquarters with the following statement:

CGM’"EE\,,"U*.'QJ';
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“Tragic death of President Kennedy requires all “

of us to look sharp for any unusual intelligence

developments. Although we have no reason to

expect anything of a particular military nature,

all hands should be on the quick alert at least

for the next few days while the new President

takes over the reins."

It is appropriate at this point to observe the general reaction
to be expected from such a communication. Without any leads, other
than those arising from Oswald's identification, the requirements to
field stations were necessarily general. General reporting can be
stimulated by general requests, if there is something to report, and
this is what was undertaken. In addition, in any event, intelligence
assets and liaison services overseas are quick to realize the signifi-
cance of important information and Qi]] report it on thefr own initiative.
It is significant, in the light of these considerations, that there has
been the most limited reporting on the subject. Were there relevant
or significant information on the subject it would have been reported
either in responses to the expression of general interest, or
spontaneously, if such information was known to Agency sources.
If one believes that there was a conspiracy, with Oswald involved,

one must accept the likelihood that his fellow conspirators would not
have shared their knowledge beyond the narrow circle of those directly

involved. Conversely, if there were no conspiracy, there obviously

CONFIDZATIAL
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would be nothing to report in the first place. The absence of concrete
reporting seems to serve, regardless of which is the case, as the basis

for the apparent SSC view that no collection effort was undertaken.

As has been noted above, there were initial CIA collection re-
quirements to the field. What they could be realistically expected to
produce must be related to whether there was any information to collect
at all, and if so whether it was accessible. The requirements were issued,
but in retrospect it is doubtful that they could produce much of the who-
what-where-when-how information that typifies intelligence collection
reporting. A reflection of the basic nature of the problem is found in
the Headquarters cable to Mexico City on 17 December 1963 (note above)
which contains the following comment about the Timited reporting from
other stations:

“. . . this partly dictated by the facts of Lee
Oswald's life. . ."

The SSC Final Report speaks in rather unqualified terms at page 10
about the resources of the intelligence agencies, including a description
of "an extensive intelligence network in Cuba," suggesting that it was
only necessary to ask to get. It is correct to say that there were
sources in Cuba able to report on events, such as troop movements, but
there were no penetrations of Castro's inner circle, where any infor-
mation on the subject in question would exist. The distinction apparently
was missed -- or ignored -- by the authors of the SSC Final Report. As
stated by the Miami Chief of Station, quoted at page 58 of the SSC Report:

"Now if you are referring to our capability to conduct
an investigation in Cuba, I would have to say it was
Timited."

This does not mean that such assets as there were did not have reporting

9
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requirements levied on them, in fact, there was considerable activity
in this respect. In the course of the present review a number of case
officers at the Station during that period have described the frenetic
activity in this respect. The characterization by the Chief of Station
as to passive collection by CIA inside the United States should not be
extended to apply to what was done with reporting assets outside the
United States, as the SSC Final Report attempts to do at the bottom of
page 58.

The SSC Final Report has undertaken to paint this in very different
terms than the record supports. The extensive reporting to the FBI
and the Warren Commission provides a truer reflection of the level of
activity by CIA (see Tab E), even if its sources did not bear on every
question that has been conceived since then.

IV "Unpursued Leads"

At pages 60-67, in Book V of the SSC Final Report, there is a section

that addresses leads that were felt to not have been followed by the

intelligence agencies. This follows the section on CIA's Performance

on the Inquiries. This section first addresses two Cubana flights to

Havana from Mexico City on 22 November (the date of President Kennedy's
murder) and 27 November 1963, raising questions about paésengers reported
to be aboard those flights.

By way of background it is noted that during that period Cubana
flights traveled on a round trip basis between Havana and Mexico
City every other day. More specifically, there were flights at this

time on 22 November, 25 November and 27 November. The flights on
10
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22 and 25 November to Havana were passenger flights, while the one
on 27 November appears to have been essentially a cargo flight, with
one passenger, the man referred to in the SSC discussion. All flights
to Havana apparently carried some freight.

CIA conducted regular surveillance of Cubana flights, filing cable
reports to Headquarters. There was one[ﬁnifﬁieraﬂ CIA surveillance
team (LIFIRE) that observed arrivals and departures of Cubana flights,
reporting any unusual incidents and providing copies of flight manifests.
The |Mexican %ﬁthoritieé}a]so had a surveillance team of its own at the
airport, which provided photographs of passports and also provided copies
of passenger 1ists. Additionally, a telephone tap operation (LIENVOY)
against the Cuban embassy provided transcripts of conversations with
the Cubana office and the Mexican Airport Control Office.

The 22 November 1963 Flight

At pages 30, 60, 61 and 103 of Book V of the SSC Final Report,
reference is made to a reported five-hour delay of a Cubana flight from
Mexico City to Havana the evening of President Kennedy's assassination,
22 November 1963. The SSC Report describes the delay as being from
6:00 P.M. EST to 11:00 P.M. EST. The especially intriguing aspect
of the report was that the reported delay was to await arrival at
10:30 P.M. EST of a private twin-engined aircraft, which deposited
an unidentified passenger who boarded the Cubana aircraft without customs
clearance and traveled to Havana in the pilot's cabin. The SSC Final

Report emphasized CIA's apparent failure to follow up by inquiring

further into the matter.

11
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Book V of the SSC Final Report states that CIA could not explain,
at the time of the writing of the SSC Report, why there was no record
of a follow-up. In fact, the SSC was advised that the Mexican authori-

ties were asked about the reported flight delay, although there was no

recorded response. The current review revealed additional information
from the surveillance noted above, which bears directly on the subject.
In reviewing that information below, it is noted that the conversion
of Mexico City time to Eastern Standard Time (EST) in the SSC Final
Report tends to distort the time perspective somewhat. Mexico_City
times are used in the following discussion.

The LIENVOY transcripts record a series of discussions about the
status of the 22 November flight--when it was to arrive and when it
departed. These records show that the flight arrived at the platform
at the airport at 1620 hours Mexico City time; presumably it landed
a few minutes earlier. At one point prior to arrival of the aircraft,
one person speaking on the telephone stated that the aircraft was due
at 1630 hours and "it will go" at 1730, suggesting a quick turnaround
that would have reduced unlocading and loading time, as well as
servicing, to a relatively short period. However, the key report on
the departure of the aircraft was a statement at 2040 hours that the
aircraft had taken off five minutes earlier, i.e., 2035 hours.

The following facts stand out, in contrast to the presentation in

the SSC Final Report:

1. The Cubana flight was on the ground in Mexico City

for a total of four hours and about ten minutes. It was not

12
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delayed five hours, as alleged. .

2. The Cubana flight took off at 2035 hours Mexico City
time, 55 minutes ahead of the alleged arrival at 2130 of a
private flight with a secret passenger. This also contrasts
further with the alleged departure time of the Cubana flight,

which the report stated to be 2200. Actual departure preceded

substantially the reported arrival of the aircraft for which it

allegedly was delayed.

In view of the surveillance coverage of the Cubana f1igh§, it is
very doubtful that the alleged activity involving the private twin-
engined aircraft and passenger would have gone unnoticed or unreported
had it occurred. Personnel in Mexico City at the time were aware of
these sources and probably knew the above facts, feeling no need to
follow further.

The report in question was fn error, and misled the SSC in its
summary of the matter.

The Passenger on the 27 November 1963 Flight

At pages 61-63 and 104, the SSC Final Report describes in con-
siderable detail information concerning a Cuban-American who came to
the attention of the CIA and the FBI in the period following the
assassination of President Kennedy. The introductory comments of the

SSC Final Report state that:

. one source alleged that the Cuban-American

was ‘'involved' in the assassination."



14-00000

]

C0

NFiuciviial

i

The SSC Report states that the CIA reported the case to the FBI, "almost
immediately," but that the Bureau did not conduct a follow-up investi-
gation "as part of (its) work for the Warren Commission."” _Further
down the same page the SSC Report states that "(t)he FBI did investi-
gate this individual after receiving the CIA report of his unusual
travel." At page 63 the SSC Report observes that "...the suspicious
travel of this individual coupled with the possibility that Oswald had
contacted the Tampa chapter (of the Fair Play for Cuba Committee--FPCC)
certainly should have prompted a far more thorough and time]y.jnvesti-
gation than the FBI conducted..." We do not know just what the Bureau
did in this respect, nor have we tried to resolve the apparent incon-
sistencies in the SSC Report noted above, but the SSC Final Report
contains considerable detail about the man, presumably reflecting the
results of FBI inquiries.

While this section of the SSC Report is directed primarily at the
FBI, we reviewed the reporting because of CIA's initial role in reporting-
about the man. There is also one implicit criticism of CIA, which will
be noted.

Book V of the SSC Final Report has the following summary statement
at page 104, in the chronology section:

“"December 5 - Mexico Station cables that someone who

saw the Cuban-American board the aircraft to Havana
on November 27 reported that he 'Tooked suspicious’..."
At page 61 it states that there "is no indication that CIA followed-

up on this report (that the man was "involved in the assassination"),
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except to ask a Cuban defector about his knowledge of the Cubans
American's activities."

The presentation of this matter in the SSC Report contains some
inaccuracies. First, the Mexico City Station did not cable Washington
that the man “looked suspicious." There was a cable, dated 5 December
1963, but it reported that the man had "crossed at Laredo, Texas on
23 November," that he registered at a certain hotel in Mexico City at
a certain time on 25 November, that he checked out of the hotel at a
certain time and departed for Havana "as only passenger on Cubana
flight on night 27 November," and that there was a good photograph of
him taken at the airport. This was followed by a dispatch the same
date, repeating the basic information in the cable, enclosing the photo-
graph, and containing the following cryptic statement:

"Source states the timing and circumstances surrounding
Subject's travel through Mexico and departure for Havana
are suspicious.”
This comment is cryptic, at least, and--given that dramatic moment in
history--doubtless reflects a preliminary comment of a person who
was on the alert at that time for anything that might be construed as
possibly unusual. The above quotation was the Station's actual report

of the observation by the source, and is what was reported to the FBI;

it differs from the quotation in the SSC Report. There was an internal

memo in the Station that was even more cryptic, but which was in the

nature of an informal reminder, which stated that the man was reported

15
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to have "lTooked suspicious"; but this formulation never found its way

into the more careful statements that usually characterize official

reporting. The point is that the observation was cryptic and impres-
sionistic, rather than constituting a tangible basis for dramatic
activity or final conclusions.

There is one piece of reporting that could confuse those reviewing
the record, but which is essentially resolved when considered in the

context of known facts. On 19 March 1964, Monterrey Base cabled

that a source of a local (Monterrey) "agent of the federal judicial
police" had information on a man; the description seems to hagé the
same Cubah—American in mind. The following should be noted about the
report: it misspelled the man's name; it offered a bare statement‘
that he "was involved in Kennedy assassination”; it states that he
entered Mexico "on foot" from Laredo, Texas (according to the SSC Final
Report, the FBI concluded that he entered by automobile); it asserts
that he stayed at the Cuban Embassy in Mexico City (while the dates and
times of his registration and check-out at a specific hotel in Mexico
City, where he stayed, were known); it gave an incorrect number for his
passport; and, it stated that his Mexican tourist card was issued

in Nuevo Laredo (when it was known to have been issued in Tampa,
Florida). The report, on its face, was factually incorrect on a number
of known points. The source patently was extensively misinformed, the
hard facts of his report being in error. The Chief of Base at the time,

when queried about the report in the course of the present review, could

not recall it.

£ o -
g’* Liparra
&

s ST Y
i ket g A5

16



14-00000

There is one additional aspect of the matfer, in which the
record is confused. If we are to comment negatively on the pre-
sentation by the SSC in its emphasis on report, we must pbint out
that the Mexico City Station's response to the Monterrey report
contributes to such confusion as may exist on the matter. When
Mexico City received the Monterrey cable the Deputy Chief of
Station replied that the information in the report "jibes fully
with that provided Station by (Mexico City source) 4 December 63."
It did not jibe in most respects, other than the date and p]é&e of
entry into Mexico. The mistake of that cable cannot be explained
today, but wrong it obviously was. It does, however, serve to
highlight the basic unreliability of the report and indicate how
it should be considered responsibly.

Implicit criticism of CIA's not collecting more information
on the man is not well founded. It had no real sources with access
to information concerning him; when a defector from Cuba became

available with such information he was queried and the results

were provided the authorities.
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CIA Operations Against Cuba .

The SSC Final Report speaks of operations against Cuba and the
Castro regime, and contends that they should have been reported in
detail to the Warren Commission as part of the subject matter that
it consciously took into consideration. A case can be made for
specific considerations of these various activities by the Warren
Commission, at least as part of the unique background of the times;
it might have provided it additional investigative leads. Hqwever,
to advance the general thought is not to discard the usual tests of
evidencerthat must still control how the findings are treated.

It should be noted that at the time of the Warren Commission
inquiry there was no secret about the tensions between the Kennedy
Administration and the Castro regime. Book V of the SSC Final
Report refers briefly to some of the more dramatic events, such as
the Bay of Pigs in April 1961 and the Missile Crisis in October 1962
(see pages 2, 3, 10 and 11). In fact, the totality of American
policy and practice must have appeared threatening to the Castro
regime, and most certainly must have been considered by it as pro-
vocative.

Additional U. S. policies and programs that could have been

viewed negatively by Castro were the breaking of diplomatic relations,
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economic and political sanctions, paramilitary operations (which re-
ceived recurring publicity in the press), as well as a variety of
covert operations that were not known publicly. On 18 November 1963
President Kennedy -- four days before his death -- delivered a major
policy address in Miami, accusing Castro of having betrayed the Cuban
revolution; at the time the press, reportedly on the basis of what
"White House sources" said about it, viewed it as a call for the Cuban
people to overthrow the Castro regime.

The United States provided a haven and base for Cuban exiﬁes, who
conducted their independent operations against the Castro government.
Some of these exiles had the support of CIA, as well as from other
elements of the U.S. Government, and still others had support from
private sources. With or without official U.S. support these exiles
spoke in forceful Latin terms about what they hoped to do. The Cuban
intelligence services had agents in the exile community in America
and it is likely that what they reported back to Havana assigned to
CIA responsibility for many of the activities under consideration,
whether CIA was involved or not.

We do not know the extent to which the Warren Commission took
what might be characterized as "judicial notice" of the tensions

between the two governments and their leaders; it certainly was in

the public domain. That consideration was given the possibility of
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Cuban or Soviet involvement in the assassination is no secrety clearly,
reflecting a recognition of the question at the time. That a request
was not made by the Warren Commission, nor volunteered by the intel-
ligence agencies, for extensive review of all Cuban operations is being
faulted today. Yet, in the light of understandings at that time, it
could well have appeared to members of the Warren Commission and its
staff as not directly relevant, in fact, to the specific issue of the
murder of the President. In the absence of evidence to the contrary
a case could still be made for that view, although the evolution of
public perceptions probably would not accept it without reservation.

The- SSC Final Report has fixed on the Cuban operations of the
intelligence agencies--primarily those of CIA--for special attention
in considering the question. Implicitly it accepts the theory that
there could well have been conspiracy in the murder of President
Kennedy, and that Castro could have been behind it, having been pro-
voked by depredations against Cuba or plotting against his own life.
However, in advancing its thesis, the SSC Report cautioned that it
had "seen no evidence that Fidel Castro or others in the Cuban govern-
ment plotted President Kennedy's assassination in retaliation for U.S.
operations against Cuba."

In response to this perception, conveyed in Book V of the SSC

Final Report, we have conducted a major review of Agency files (the
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orgénization of that effort is discussed at Tab A of this report). This
was for the express purpose of identifying any separate activities that
could have provoked Castro to order the assassination of President
Kennedy had he learned of them, and to evaluate their security.

" Today, in 1977, it is difficult to reconstruct exactly everything
that did and did not occur in the course of the Warren Commission in-
quiries in 1964. Not all that happened is a matter of record. For
instance, in CIA at that time there were many individuals assigned to
various aspects of Cuban operations. They were familiar in dé%ai] with
those activities, with what they were and with their strengths and
weaknesses. They doubtless made numerous conscious but unrecorded
Jjudgments about what seemed relevant or irrelevant to the considera-
tions of the Warren Commission. Had they been aware of any aspects of
those activities that may have related to the assassination of the
President it is safe to say it would have been surfaced in some way.
While CIA produced considerable material for the investigation (see
Tab E) that more was not reported is a meaningful indication of what
was known then by those actually involved, as distinguished from what
might be hypothesized at a later date. To contend to the contrary --
which has been suggested by some -- would require a unanimous con-

spiracy of many American citizens, employees of CIA, many of whom

knew aspects of even the most closely gquarded activities.
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Today, the knowledge of the persons involved directly in the
various Cuban operations in the period preceding President Kennedy's
death cannot be recaptured in the form that it existed then. Those
persons are scattered, their memories are blurred by time, and some
are dead. The SSC, for instance -- in its attempt to capture ele-
ments of the past -- seems to have led some employees into expressing
opinions on subject matter they did not know in 1964, apparently in
response to representations by SSC staff members as to the faQFs; this
illustrates at best the difficulties in resolving hypothetical issues,
today, on. a responsible basis.

The SSC Final Report devotes considerable time to the so-called
AMLASH operation, which centered on a high Cuban official who was
dissatisfied with the Castro regime. The Agency had only a tentative
relationship with this man during President Kennedy's life, although
the SSC Final Report -- in trying to prove its thesis -- has attempted
to present it differently. Because the case is discussed so exten-
sively in the SSC Final Report, it is treated in a separate annex in
this paper, at Tab D. The key point is that prior to President
Kennedy's death the relationship with AMLASH/1 was amorphous and
without substance. Had Castro learned of it he could learn only that
there was a contact that had not developed to the point of an under-
taking. This will not be treated further in this section of this

discussion.
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In the face of the hypotheses advanced by the SSC Final Report,
it has been felt necessary to review in depth all records pf Cuban
operations conducted by CIA during the period in question, 1961-1964.
The organization of the review is described at Tab A. It was not
possible to predict the form that information turned up by this
inquiry might take, and special care had to be exercised in the effort.
In doing this the "provocation concept" of the SSC Report was kept in
mind. In the months that it took to complete this extensive review,
it is significant to observe that three areas of specific operational
activity were found that either might meet some of the requirements
of the provocation theory, or throw some further light on issues
already considered. To report this conclusion is not to dismiss the
original questions that faced the Warren Commission as to whether
there might have been Cuban or Soviet connections with Oswald. That
such possibilities remain unresolved in some minds is apparent, but
that the records of CIA, in such a review, do not add significantly
to evidence on the subject, is the conclusion of the present inquiry.

The areas of operational activity noted above can be described
briefly as follows:

1. Operations directed against the Cuban 1eadérship (AMTRUNK) .
2. Operations involving the criminal underworld.

3. Other reports of plans to assassinate Castro.
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Operation AMTRUNK

There is one other general activity that was considered in the
course of the present research, which is discussed below. This
activity, AMTRUNK, was to develop a capability for splitting the
leadership of the Castro regime and eventually overthrowing it. It
never reached the point of implementation; however, because it suffered
possible security vulnerabilities, it is treated here even though it
never materialized. In our professional judgment this activity,
because of its failure to ever develop substance, is not really rele-
vant to the question. It is included simply because it might be viewed,
by virtue of its security vulnerabilities, as fitting in part the
hypothesis of the SSC Final Report; it seemed better to include it than
try and explain at some later date why it was omitted, although the
reasoning should be apparent. If its inclusion in this report is subject
to question because of its lack of substance, perhaps it serves some
purpose in indicating how little turned up in the course of this
research to meet any of the rather loosely formulated provocation thesis
of the SSC Report.

In early 1963 there were Cuban exiles who wished to change the
direction that events seemed to have taken in Cuba. Two of them, Nestor
Antonio Moreno Lopez and Enrique Cayardo Robera, developed an oper-

ational concept to overthrow the Castro government, which came to be

known as the Leonardo Plan. Cayardo had been a public figure in Cuba,
who had no apparent role in the activity following original inception
of the plan. Moreno was the son of a Cuban senator and Minister of Public

Works; as a Tawyer in Cuba he had been involved in only a minor way in

foo e

the anti-Batista movement. LT
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Moreno defected to the United States in April 1961, sett]iﬁg

in Miami where he associated with anti-Castro exiles. Among his
associates was Jorge Ajbuszyx Volsky, a Cuban citizen of Polish origin.
Volsky had been in prison in the USSR in the 1940's, and enlisted in
the Polish Air Force during WWII under the British Air Command. After
WWII he married a Cuban national, and for a period operated his own
business in Havana. Although avidly pro-Castro he reportedly was
imprisoned for a few weeks following the Bay of Pigs invasion. As
he held a valid U.S. visa, he left Cuba, arriving in Miami in May 1961.
Cayardo and Moreno discussed the Leonardo Plan with Volsky. He,
in turn, discussed it with Tadeus (Tad) Witold Szulc, a reporter with

the New York Times. Szulc had reported on Cuban activities for the

New York Times prior to the fall of Batista, during which time he had

developed a wide acquaintance among Cubans. He was transferred to
the Times Washington Bureau in April 1961, where he claimed to have
an entree to the White House through his uncle, Ambassador John C.
Wiley. He also claimed to have a standing invitation for direct con-
tact with President Kennedy, Attorney General Robert Kennedy, and
McGeorge Bundy on matters concerning Cuba. While the actual nature of
this entree is not known to CIA, it is through his intercession that
the Leonardo Plan gained government-level support and approval.

In early 1963 Szulc arranged an interview in Washington with
Mr. Richard Goodwin, a White House advisor. Volsky and Szulc then met
with Robert Hurwitch, a senior official in the Department of State,

who presented the concept to the CIA with Department approval. CIA

assigned it to its Miami Station, where it became known as AMTRUNK.
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AMTRUNK was conceived as first identifying disaffected key per-
sonnel in the Cuban armed forces with the long range objective of
uniting them against the Castro regime. 0On 4 April 1963 CIA cabled
certain stations and bases orders to identify Cubans who might be
used in the activity. During that period the CIA Chief onStation
in Miami questioned CIA control of the operation. Noting uncertain
security considerations, he felt it best to fund the operation gen-
erously in order for it to proceed independently.

On 17 April 1963 Szulc informed Hurwitch that the Miami Station
had given Volsky responsibility for the decision of whether or not
the operation was to proceed; this was not consistent with CIA
intentions.

In August 1963 things still had ;ot progressed very far. A
Headquarters cable on 5 August 1963 to certain stations and bases
complained about the absence of responses to the 4 April cable. It
emphasized that activity to penetrate the Cuba armed forces was a
high priority objective. In early September 1963 AMTRUNK had three
intelligence sources in Cuba: Miguel A. Diaz Isalgue, Ramon Guin
Hector Robello, and Modesto Orozco Basulto. One of these sources,
Guin, was reportedly close to AMLASH/1, a man with whom CIA was

dealing separately through a Headquarters case officer -- but at

9
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that time unsuccessfully -- in trying to develop an operational‘ap—
proach similar in some respects to AMTRUNK. The AMLASH operation is
discussed at Tab D. |

It was decided at the end of October 1963 that Moreno should be
separated from the operational details of the AMTRUNK operation be-
cause of numerous indiscretions and poor security practice. Arrange-
ments were made to involve him in a radio program to be used in con-
nection with the Rebel Army that eventually it was hoped would arise
against Castro. Moreno threatened to appeal this decision thrgugh
Volsky and Szulc to the President.

In November 1963 the program was still trying to develop leads
into higher echelons of_the military and civilian leadership. The
operation moved slowly, with preliminary infiltrations designed to
set up infiltration/exfiltration routes. Although it had success-
fully recruited some persons during 1963 in Cuba, it had made prac-
tically no progress in establishing an organization or any capability
for action. At a much later date as its numbers increased its secur-
ity became less certain. In 1965 its security was believed to have
been seriously compromised and the decision was taken to cut off re-
lations with it. Various figures were arrested, including Guin, Diaz

and AMLASH/1.

10
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The reason for selecting this operation for discussion here is
just not its denouement in 1965, but possible security weaknesses
from the beginning. Szulc and Volsky are considered to be highly
suspect and they are discussed below, with another person who became
involved in the activity.

a. Tad Szulc. Szulc has been suspect since 1948 when

the FBI recorded reports that he was a communist. Re-

portedly he was in frequent contact with communist party

Teaders and functionaries throughout Latin America. Sus—-

picions about his motives or possible connections with

foreign intelligence servicesﬁbﬁave never been proven.

Nicole Szulc, daughter of Tad Szulc, is reportedly an avid

communist. Philip Agee's Inside the Company: A CIA Diary

credits Nicole Szulc with having "obtained vital research
materials in New York and Washington, D.C." She is be-
lieved to be an agent of the Cuban DGI. Doubts about Tad
Szulc are unconfirmed but remain alive. Of Polish origin
Szulc became a U.S. citizen in 1954 by a special bill of
Congress.

b. Jorge Ajbuszyc Volsky. Like Szulc, he is of Polish

origin. He and Szulc became acquainted in 1959-1960 in

11
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Cuba. A CI Study of Volsky, dated 24 August 1964, prepared

by a JMWAVE analyst, makes the following statement: "Volsky's
knowledge of clandestine methods of operation, togethér with
his Russian prison background and his ingenuity as a middleman
in U.S. Government/CIA activities, made him an excellent
candidate for a communist penetration agent and that the pos-
sibility existed that he might be a singleton, sleeper or
stringer for the RIS." There has been no confirmation of
these suspicions. Volsky became a naturalized U.S. citiz;n

on 10 April 1969.

¢. Jose Ricardo RABEL Nunez. Born in Cuba, he was the

son of a native born American citizen. He was educated both
in Cuba and in the States and later (1940) enlisted in the
U.S. Army. After discharge he returned to Cuba but kept
moving back and forth between the U.S. and Cuba. Viewed in
retrospect, his career presents a patter of changing alle-
giances. He enjoined the anti-Batista forces in March 1952
first with the Cuban exiles in the United States and Tater
from inside Cuba. He joined the Cuban Army under Batista
and was the Cuban liaison officer with the U.S. Army mis-

sion in Cuba from November 1954 until 1956. During his
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entire period in the Cuban Army, he was involved with

dissident army elements. RABEL was arrested in April 1956 when
he participated in an attempted coup. After a short imprison-
ment he returned to the U.S. and worked with one of his brothers.
In October 1957, he returned to Cuba and became involved with
the 26th of July Movement and later with the Cienfuegos Group.
Shortly after the Castro victory, Castro called upon RABEL to
set up a Cuban Marine Corps, a job he held until 1960, at which
time he was appointed Chief of Viviendos Campesinas (Ruraf_
Housing). Approached by CIA, he refused to work in place but
was willing to defect, which he did in December 1962, being
recruited by JMWAVE Station where he was used in AMTRUNK
activities. He returned to Cuba on his own in 1965, reportedly
to attempt the exfiltration of his family. Upon return to Cuba
he was arrested and sentenced to 30 years imprisonment but was
set free in July or August 1967. There were accusations that
RABEL was a Cuban agent as early as July 1963. The accusations
were never proven.

In view of the later roll-up of the AMTRUNK operation the

tentative opinion has been offered that the operation could have
been an ingenious plan by the Cubans from the beginning, using access

at high levels in the U.S. Government to learn the identities of
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individuals in the Cuban hierarchy who were disloyal to the regime.

Whatever the later penetrations by Cuban intelligence, the role of

Szulc and Volsky, in the early phase of the operation, could have

exposed both its members and eventual objectives to Cuban intelli-
gence.

Accepting the possibility of vital security flaws in the
operation, it must be observed that there was very little progress
and no concrete planning during the life of President Kennedy. The
eventual objective was to develop sufficient support and org;;ization
to overthrow the Cuban regime. It never made much progress,
although it did lay down caches and conducted some infiltrations
and exfiltrations in 1964 and 1965.

An attempt to build support that might eventually have the
capability to attempt a coup against the Castro regime obviously
would have been irritating to Castro. That it never really prog-
ressed very far during the life of President Kennedy is a relevant
consideration to whether or not the tentative beginnings would have

provoked Castro to order the assassination of President Kennedy.

New Considerations on the Syndicate Operation

In the course of the present review a by-line story by Paul

Meskil in the New York Daily News attracted special attention because
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of one statement that it contained. One of a series of stories
printed 20-25 April 1975, it quoted Frank Sturgis as follows:

"The third (assassination) scheme involved

planting a bomb in Castro's office. 'I had

access to the Prime Minister's office,' Sturgis

said. 'I knew Fidel's private secretary Juan

Orta. I recruited him to work with the embassy

(American Embassy in Havana).'"

Sturgis has been something of a soldier of fortune over £Be

years, having served in different branches of the U.S. military
and having been in the anti-Batista movement prior to Castro's
takeover. Sturgis stayed on in Cuba until mid-1959, during which
time he reportedly had some role in the Castro regime's control
of the gambling interests. He came to the United States in 1959.
Sturgis gained notoriety when arrested on 17 June 1972 in the Water-
gate break-in. He has claimed on a number of occasions to have been
an employee of CIA, although there is no record of any such relation-
ship. He was in contact with some of the CIA Cuban employees in the
Miami area, but had no direct relationships with the Agency.

The particular feature in the above excerpt from the newspaper

story is that it constitutes the first public reference to Juan

Orta in the role of an assassin in plans against Castro. Orta was,
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in fact, the first man who reportedly was to have been used in the

operation that CIA had, with the criminal syndicate, to kill Castro.

Orta was the director of the Office of the Prime Minister, which
gave him the access that would make it possible for him to poison
Castro. The plan failed because Orta lost his position, and with
it his access, in late January 1961. This was prior to delivery
of the poison pills to him in late February or early March 1961.
Orta's role in this connection was over when he took refuge in the
Venezuelan Embassy in Havana in April 1961. He was allowed t&bleave
Cuba in October 1964 and settled in Miami in February 1965. As for
Sturgis' assertion that he recruited Orta to work with the embassy,
CIA files have no record that Orta was recruited for CIA by anyone
during the period there was an embassy in Cuba. While Orta was
reported in early 1961 as being used in the CIA-syndicate attempt
against Castro, CIA had no direct relationships with him until he
left Cuba, at which time he was used as a source of information on
the Cuban leadership.

The fact remains that Orta did at one time have the role of
intended assassin. Sturgis' identification of Orta in this capacity,

prior to its becoming known to external investigators in 1975, raised

the question of just what Sturgis had known, and whether he could
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have been a source of information on the subject whereby Castrd

could have learned of CIA's earlier plan against his life.
Newspaper stories are not necessarily reliable sources of
information. However, because the statement by Sturgis in 1975
indicated a familiarity with Orta's availability to play the role
of assassin in 1960, additional attention was given the statement
in the press to see how it might fit in with other things that are
known. What follows is subject to reservations that must attach

to the reliability of newspaper stories.

The New York Daily News stories (20-25 April 1975), and another

story by the same author on 13 June 1976, refer to possible relation-
ships between Sturgis and Trafficante, also mentioning a Norman

Rothman as a gambling partner of Trafficante. The Office of Security
wrote a memorandum in 1975, in conjunction with the first set of New

York Daily News stories, noting that there was a connection between

Sturgis and Rothman in 1960, citing FBI reports. It is pertinent

to note here that in addition to the role Sturgis is reported to

have had with the Castro government in relation to the gambling
activities, Juan Orta's availability for the assassination assignment
was understood to be due to his having lost payoffs that he had once
received from the gambling interests. One can deduce that Sturgis

and Orta could have known one another because of their connections
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with the gambling activities as well as having contacts with
the men heading the gambling organizations.

The New York Daily News story of 1976 also reports a claim by a

Marie Lorenz that she acted in 1960 in behalf of Sturgis, in an
attempt to assassinate Castro. She had also been mentioned in the
1975 stories. Ms. Lorenz reportedly was Castro's mistress at one
point, and her access, so the story indicates, was used as a means
for getting to him. The 1976 news story concludes that "soon after
her murder mission failed the CIA recruited Mafia mobsters .—l . to
ki1l Castro . . ." In the news story she claimed that the plan
involved the use of poison pills which she concealed in a jar of face
cream; they dissolved and could not be used.

On page 79 of the SSC Interim Report on Alleged Assassination
Plots the following is extracted from an 18 October 1960 memorandum
from the Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation to the CIA
Deputy Director for Plans:

"During recent conversations with several

friends, (Sam) Giancana stated that Fidel
Castro was to be done away with very shortly.
When doubt was expressed regarding this state-
ment, Giancana reportedly assured those

present that Castro's assassination would occur
in November. Moreover, he a]]egéd]y indicated

that he had already met with the assassin-to-be
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on three occasions . . . Giancana claimed that »
everything has been perfected for the killing

of Castro, and that the 'assassin' had arranged
with a girl, not further described, to drop a 'pill'
in some drink or food of Castro.”

This seems to confirm some plot involving a woman to kill Castro
with poison. However, the dating of events does not fit the time
frame known to CIA. While consideration had been given to various
schemes, there were no CIA pills for delivery until February 1961.

It suggests that the syndicate may have been moving ahead on its own.

Fo]iowing collapse of CIA's access to Castro through Orta,
Johnny Roselli, the man who had served as the Agency's original inter-
mediary with the syndicate, stated that he knew a Cuban exile leader
who might participate. This man, Tony Varona, headed the Democratic
Revolutionary Front, one of the exile groups that also received
support from CIA as part of the larger Cuban operation. Varona was
dissatisfied with the nature and extent of that support; Miami Station
suspected that he was not keeping his bargain with the Agency. In
fact, it is possible that Varona already was involved in independent
operations with the criminal syndicate when first approached prior to
the Bay of Pigs in March 1961 to carry out the Castro assassination.
The 1967 IG Report refers to two FBI reports that bear on this.

One of them, on 21 December 1960, indicates support by the criminal

SEGRET
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underworld for some of the Cuban exiles. The other report, on
18 January 1961, suggests that Varona was one of those receiving
that support, although this was not confirmed. As a matter of
interest, as late as 10 June 1964 there was a report that gangster
elements in the Miami area were offering $150,000 for anyone who
would kill Castro (an amount mentioned to the syndicate repre-
sentatives by CIA case officers at an earlier date). These bits
of information, fitted together, could provide the basis for an
explanation of why Varona was so readily available when approached
by RoselTi. It also may throw light on a question noted in the
1967 1G Report. The operation with the syndicate had been called
off following the Bay of Pigs in April 1961; yet, when it was
reactivated in April 1962 the case officer felt there was something
already ongoing in spite of the fact that the operation had been
terminated a year earlier. It is possible that CIA simply found itself -
involved in providing additional resources for independent operations
that the syndicate already had under way. The criminal syndicate
had important interests in Cuba, and to recover them may well have
sought on its own to eliminate Castro. In a sense CIA may have been
piggy-backing on the syndicate and in addition to its material contri-

butions was also supplying an aura of official sanction.
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What do these various considerations suggest? It is obvious
that many lines of speculation can be developed, not the least of
which is that the Agency did not know the full extent of syndicate
activities. Clearly, the Agency's case officers felt that they were
initiating a new activity that had the sole purpose of accomplishing
the elimination of Castro. The additional considerations can be
listed as follows:

1. The criminal syndicate may well have had some inde-
pendent activities of its own underway prior to CIA involve-
ment in late 1960. These operations could well have con-
tinued after the CIA standdown following the Bay of Pigs,
being ongoing in some form when CIA reactivated the plan
in April 1962.

b. The syndicate operations could have activities such

as those that are reported in the New York Daily News

stories in 1975 and 1976.

3. Frank Sturgis seems to have had contacts with the
criminal syndicate, although from outward appearances he
was not a member of it. He could well have been used by
the syndicate in its activities.

4. Sturgis has not been a reliable source, so his
statements are treated with considerable reserve. He
probably did know Juan Orta when both of them were in Cuba.

He was outside of Cuba, however, when Orta was given the

SECRET
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role of assassin. Whatever he knew at that time--and

his knowledge may be of a much later date--could have been
in the form reported fifteen years later in the 1975
newspaper stories. If there was such an operation it

was not CIA's; it could have been an earlier operation

of the syndicate. While Sturgis could have known of

or have been involved in earlier activity by the syndicate,
whatever its form, he may also have had no part in any

of it; he may merely have fabricated a story from bits -
and pieces learned by him from gossip in the Miami
community after Orta settled there in 1965.

5. If the syndicate was conducting its own operations,
that would tend to reinforce the thought that the details
of its operations would have been characterized by discre-
tion--or security--despite the FBI report in October 1960.
The authors of Book V¥ of the SSC Final Report felt that the

operation seeking to employ the resources of the criminal syndicate
would not have provided Castro the clear provocation that was hypothe-

sized for the AMLASH operation. At page 68 the Report stated:

" . . . it is unlikely that Castro could have
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distinguished the CIA plots with the underworld

from those plots not backed by CIA. In fact,

the methods the CIA used in these attempts were

designed to prevent the Cuban government from

attributing them to the CIA."
In a sense the SSC made a conscious judgment, in the context of its
provocation theory, that was made less consciously and in a different
context in 1964 by the few CIA employees who knew of the operations
with the syndicate -- that they bore no relation to the assagéination
of President Kennedy.

Possible Ruby--Trafficante Contact

There are fragments of unevaluated reports that leave one aspect
of the involvement of the criminal syndicate as a question. This can
only be noted here, as the means for resolving it one way or another
are not within the Agency's capabilities.

As noted earlier (see Tab By, _page 4), a 27 November 1963
report records statements by a British journalist that during his own
imprisonment in Cuba in 1959 he knew of a gangster type named "Santos"
who was in jail where he was visited by another American gangster type
named "Ruby." Current speculation has considered the possibility that
"Santos" was Santos Trafficante who may have been in jail there in

1959. An FBI report of 14 August 1964 recorded a statement by a person

jailed in Cuba that he shared a cell with Trafficante.
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If the "Santos" in the British report was Trafficante, the
British and FBI reports tend to support one another on the narrow
point of his imprisonment in Cuba in 1959. This is a material
consideration, as there are reservations about both sources.

It may be that the FBI has more information on this point, but
there is no further known relevant information in the Agency
on the matter.

The significance of this is that if Trafficante was in
jail in Cuba in 1959, he could have been available for a visit
by Jack Ruby if such visits were allowed. Ruby, in fact, did visit
Cuba in 1959. The long time gap between 1959 and November 1963
removes the two incidents from candidacy for consideration as
evidence of conspiracy against President Kennedy. However, if
Ruby was running an errand for someone in 1959, it would provide
an interesting lead for those inquiring into the possible signi-
ficance of past assocations or contacts.

Both the British report and the confirmation of Ruby's
1959 visit were known to the Warren Commission, and Ruby

reportedly spoke at length about his visit when questioned.
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However, Ruby is dead and Trafficante has declined to testify *
at all. A later allegation of a visit by Ruby to Cuba in late
1962 or early 1963 is believed not to be true.

Other Reported Assassination Proposals

There were other references to possible assassination plots

against Castro that seem not to have been addressed in the Interim

Report of the SSC on Alleged Assassination Plots Involving Foreign

Leaders. They are summarized briefly below:

In May 1975 a Cuban exile who came to be a contract emplayee
stated that in February 1961 he was given a rifle and the mission
to enter Cuba to assassinate Castro. He claimed to have tried to
enter Cuba three times, but failed each time in gaining entry to
Cuba. Agency files have no further records on this matter.

As a result of a column by Jack Anderson in May 1977, a check
was made of Agency files referring to an Antonio Veciana, cited
by Anderson as a CIA employee. The man was never an employee of the
Agency, but he was connected with ALPHA-66, a Cuban exile movement.
On three separate occasions (December 1960, July 1962, April 1966)
he proposed to CIA employees the assassination of Fidel Castro.
He was rebuffed on each occasion. Again in 1970 there was a report
of his making a similar proposal while an AID employee at an overseas
post. The details of his actual role is unknown to the Agency,
although the FBI may have more details on him. This is touched on in
Tab G, which comments on selected newspaper stories published in the

course of this research effort.
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Agent Messages in 1961 Mentioning Plans to Kill Castro

1. During the investigations in 1975 five agent messages were
identified that made reference to plans to kill Castro, or proposiné
such action. Three of these messages related to the same operation,
the other two relating to separate proposals; there is no indication
that any of these proposals was the result of CIA initiative. The
existence of these messages was mentioned during Mr. Colby's testimony
before the Church Committee. In response to a request from the Deputy
Inspector General, LA Division prepared a summary of the messages
and on 8.August 1975 forwarded it to the Review Staff, then charged
with serving as an interface with the congressional committees.
Records of the Review Staff do not show how this paper was handled.
The subject was not covered in the Church Committee's interim report

on Alleged Assassination Plots Involving Foreign Leaders and is

summarized again below.
I
2. Three of the messages involved the same group of agents,
and seem to relate to the same plan. The first message, dated
27 March 1961 (prior to the Bay of Pigs) was sent by an Agency
asset, AMBRONC/5. The message requested the Agency's opinion on
a proposed sabotage of the electric company in Havana, stating that

this could be coordinated "with attempt against Fidel in public

appearance (at) Sports Palace." The cable expressed the view that

SEGRET
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an "attempt against Fidel (is) in accordance with general plan.”
There is no record that%thjs message was answered. Two days later,
on 29 March 1961, possibly because of the absence of a reply, the
same agent sent another message. This stated that the plan was
scheduled for 9 April. Castro was to speak at the Palace, and an
"assassination attempt at said place (will be) followed by a general
shutting of f of main electric plants in Havana." General anti-regime
developments to follow this were then outlined. This message was
answered on 30 March agreeing that a "major effort should be launched
Havana on date you selected." It recommended contacting other named
persons, looking to a more general uprising. The message addressed
the general issue, making no comment on the proposal to kill Castro.
A third message, on 5 April 1961, presumably from the same agent,
reported that the persons he had been directed to contact had arms
for only 50 men. While stating that the sabotage of the electric
company and "possibly attempt on Fidel" would be carried out 9 April,
he emphasized that to do so would make it impossible to maintain a
clandestine organization in Cuba; "your military aid is decisive. If it
does not come that date we are lost." There is no indication that
this message was answered. No further reference to this plan has
been found.

3. We have reviewed the files of the persons identified in the
cables, and have interviewed a case officer who was responsible for

one of them, in an attempt to learn more about the matter. The

four agents in question are commented on briefly below:

27
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a. AMBRONC/5 is the agent who sent the messages out-
lining the proposed sabotage effort and attempt against
Castro.

(1) 201 file opened 15 July 1960. A POA wés

not issued until 18 December 1961, and an OA on

31 January 1962. A debriefing of him in November

1960, prior to the Kennedy Administration, revealed

that he had been in touch with people who had

plotted the assassination of Fidel Castro, and claimed

to have tried himself to make similar plans. He w;;

- infiltrated on 9 December 1960, exfiltrating 15 February

1961.

(2) AMBRONC/5 was infiltrated again 3 March

1961 and exfiltrated again 19 June 1961. This

covered the period of his messages and the Bay of

Pigs. His sole mission was to organize resistance

groups.

(3) AMBRONC/5 was infiltrated again on 19 December

1961, exfiltrating 29 March 1962, again with the same

mission.

(4) AMBRONC/5 was infiltrated finally 2 May
1962, was arrested 29 May 1962, and was executed
30 August 1962. He has been reported as never admitting

that he was a CIA agent. His name is not one of those
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in the book given SenétorlMcGovern by Castro, listing
those claimed by Castro to have plotted attempts against
his life.

b. AMCOAX/1 was one of those AMBRONC/5 was told to

contact for his general plan for April 1961.

(1) POA on 5 January 1961. His mission was to
organize paramilitary activities in Cuba. He in-
filtrated in February 1961 and exfiltrated in July
1961 following the Bay of Pigs. This period covered
the above messages.

(2) Re-infiltrated 29 July 1961, with the same
organizing mission, he was arrested on 17 August 1961,
and is serving a thirty year term. His name appears

in the book given Senator McGovern.

c. AMPUG/1 was another of those AMBRONC/5 was told to

contact for his general plan in April 1961.

(1) Recruited in September 1960, he was in-
filtrated that month, receiving airdrops in December
1960. He returned to the U.S. 15 May 1961, following

the Bay of Pigs.
(2) Infiltrated again on 29 June 1961, with the

mission to organize resistance groups and conduct

sabotage operations, he was arrested in July 1961, and

is serving a thirty year term. His name is among those

in the bock given Senator McGovern by Castro.

SECRET
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d. AMPANIC/7 was another of those that AMBRONC/5 was
told to contact for his general plan in April 1961.

(1) This man was a "walk-in" 15 April 1960,
a POA being issued 30 January 1961 (although there was
a MOC since 12 July 1960). He was to organize resistance
groups in the Havana and Pinar del Rio areas.

(2) Infiltrated 3 March 1961, he was arrested
23 April 1961, and is serving a thirty year term. His
name is among those in the book given Senator McGovern
by Castro. )

(3) Records relating to this man mention his in-
filtration into Cuba in August 1960 and exfiltration
in November 1960 (prior to his being issued a POA).
His "mission" during that period is mentioned tersely
as being "to organize resistance groups . . . for
mounting sabotage operations . . . and assassination
of prominent Cuban Communist members in the Castro
entourage . . ." The records refer to "his own
personal objectives" during this period and criticizes
how he functioned during his stay in Cuba from August
to November 1960. The record then specifies how he is
to conduct himself and focus his efforts on his return,
which was to develop sabotage operations. We were able

to contact one of his two case officers, who has retired

30
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(the other had died)}, to ascertain his reco]]ections;
Stating that at the time the focus was on developing
organizations for operations, he stated that an
assassination mission, such as attributed to AMPANIC/7

on his earlier time in Cuba, not only was not authorized,
but would have compromised the effort to organize.

Any such assassination mission, the case officer states,
would have been at AMPANIC/7's own initiative.

4. It is clear that AMBRONC/5 envisioned a general uprising
in Cuba, to commence with sabotage of the electric plant in.;avana
and an attempt on Castro's 1ife. The third of his messages reflected
pessimism, and the fact is that the operation did not come off.
While the man had no express mission from the Agency to mount an
operation against Castro personally, it is clear that no specific
objection was recorded to his statement of intentions. The one
recorded reply addresses the concept of general action and makes
no reference to the proposal to make an attempt on Castro.

5. The fact is that the 9 April 1961 operation did not come
off, and AMBRONC/5 has not been identified as an Agency asset.

Nor was his name included in the book given Senator McGovern

by Castro. The other men, none of whom had a mission of assassi-
nation from the Agency, are now serving thirty year terms. That
their names were included in the 1list given Senator McGovern by

Castro may be an attempt on Castro's part to enlarge on the facts

SEGRET
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rather than to report what he truly believes. They were not
executed, a consideration that may support this view. )

6. The records are incomp]etelon the events identified by
the three messages. The time in question predates the Bay of Pigs.
The men mentioned above had more specific missions, other than
that of assassination. They exfiltrated subsequent to the event
described in the messages, and were arrested during subsequent
infiltrations into Cuba. There is no record that any of them had
a mission from CIA to kill Castro. The person who proposed the
act in 1961 -- AMBRONC/5 -- never acknowledged that he was & CIA
agent, and is not listed among those Castro reportedly believes
had the mission of his assassination.

II

7. Another agent message dated 4 June 1961 asked about a
man who had identified himself as Moratori of the Italian Embassy,
who claimed to work for U.S. intelligence and to be in touch with
one Martin Elena and others {(none identifiable), who "have plans
for an invasion within 30 days, after the killing of Fidel." A
reply, dated 6 June, stated that the information was untrue and
that Moratori was not known and should not be trusted. (Insofar
as CIA records show, there was an Italian diplomat of that name

in Cuba at that time. Little is known about him.) The originator

of the agent message cannot be identified from present records.
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8. Another agent message dated 3 May 1961 from a member of
the Revolutionary Recovery Movement in Cuba said "will try to kill
Fidel today." A reply to this message dated 4 May told the agent
and his companions to "lay low" for the time being, and "Will
advise when operations can resume." There were no follow-up
messages on this subject in the records. The agent who sent the

message possibly was AMPUG/1, but as noted earlier his mission did

not include instructions to kill Fidel. His companions have not

o=

been identified.
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I. AMLASH OPERATION a

Comment on the AMLASH operation, in the context of its presenta-

tion in Book V of the Final Report of the SSC, is complicated by the
treatment given it in the Renort. Rather than being treated in a

unified way, reference and discussion is found throughout the Report.*

The actual nature and the significance of the AMLASH operation
differs materially from that presented in the SSC Report. The Report
leaves the inference that AMLASH/1 was perhaps an agent of Castro, with
the mission of provoking a plot against Castro (pages 3, 74 an; 79),
which in turn provided Castro with the justification for launching
Lee Harvey 0Oswald against President Kennedy in retaliation. Alternatively,
the Report suggests that AMLASH/1 was so insecure in the conduct of his
activities that the details of his plotting could have become known to
Castro, thereby providing the same basic motivation (pages 74 and 75).
Whichever of these alternatives, so the reasoning would be, the AMLASH
operation should have been reported to the Warren Commission. 4We believe
that neither thesis applies. The character of the relationship between
CIA and AMLASH/T1, prior to Oswald's assassination of President Kennedy,

was so insubstantial and inconclusive that it provided no basis for

*See pages 2, 3, 5, 6, 13, 14, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28
29, 31, 35, 36, 59, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 77, 78, 79, and
86 of the 97-page texty . and pages 100, 101, 102, 103, 104, and 105

of the eight-page chronology following the text.
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AMLASH/1 to feel that he had any tangible CIA support for plottjng
against Castro. Whether one is inclined to see AMLASH/1 as either a
double agent or provocateur, or simply as a man who carelessly revealed

what he was doing, there was little for him to report or to leak.

 k k K kA k Kk k Kk Kk Kk K Kk

In preparing the current comment on the AMLASH operation, as
treated in the SSC Report, it was judged best to approach it in two
ways. A sequential summary of the AMLASH operation is intended to
present the Agency's understanding of the true nature of the activity.
Following that, selected points made in the SSC Report are ad&;essed.
It is hoped that this presentation will help establish a clearer per-
spective for judging the actual substance of the operation.

Kok ok ok ok ok k ok Kk Kk ok ok K

As early as March 1959, AMLASH/1 was reported as expressing
directly to Castro his dissatisfaction with the situation in Cuba.

At that time he also was reported as expressing his disillusionment
and that if he "...did not get out of the country soon, he would kill
Castro himself."

Two years later, in March 1961, AMLASH/1 was met in Mexico City

by a CIA case officer stationed there. The occasion was AMLASH/1's

presence at the leftist-sponsored Latin America Conference on National

Sovereignty, Emancipation, and Peace. The meeting was arranged by

AMWHIP/1, a long-time friend of AMLASH/1. A dispatch in July 1961,

giving a general round-up on operational activity against Cubans in
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Mexico City, described the meeting (along with others) as foT]oys:

"...the Station made an unsuccessful 'approach'

to (AMLASH/1)...the 'approach' consisted of a

"friendly' talk between a case officer, a mutual

friend of (AMLASH/1) and (AMLASH/1) when he last

was visiting in Mexico. While (AMLASH/1) did not

pick up the opportunity at that time, he apparently

did not report the incident to his superiors and

the ground work may have been laid for a similar action

in the future." B
Later in March there was a report that AMLASH/1 and another Cuban wanted
to defect and needed help in escaping. Consideration of their exfil-
tration ended with a report that the Cuban police were aware of AMLASH/1's
intention and plans.

In August 1961 AMWHIP/1 reported plans by AMLASH/1 to attend the
French National Student Union Cultural Festival, and that AMLASH/1
wanted to meet with a "friend" of the Mexico City case officer's. The
files do not reveal that such a contact actually occurred.

In June 1962 there was a report that AMLASH/1 would be travelling
via Praque to the World Youth Festival in Helsinki. AMLASH/1 was
reported as wanting to defect, and also that on his return from Helsinki
he would pass through Paris where he hoped to meet AMWHIP/1. The FBI,
which was aware of CIA's association with AMWHIP/1, met with AMWHIP/1
in Miami and took steps for him to be referred to CIA if he should

contact the Paris Legal Attache.
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In July 1962 CIA contacted AMWHIP/1, who made known his dif—
satisfaction with the way CIA handled AMLASH/1's "planned defection" in
Paris in August 1961. Plans were made for a CIA case officer and
AMWHIP/1 to travel to Helsinki and anywhere else necessary‘in an attempt
to bring about AMLASH/1's defection.

The first of a series of meetings with AMLASH/1 was held in
Helsinki on 1 August 1962. The original objective of his defection
became one of recruiting him in place. AMLASH/1 was reported as feeling
that if he could "do something really significant for the creation of a
new Cuba, he was interested in returning to carry on the fighf—there."
AMLASH/1 spoke of sabotage of an o0il refinery and t?e execution of a
top ranking Castro subordinate, of the Soviet Ambassador and of Castro
himself. The case officer's report stated:

“While we were making no commitments or plans,

we pointed out to [AMLASH/1] that schemes like

he envisioned certainly had their place, but that
a lot of coordination, planning, information-
collection, etc., were necessary prerequisites to
ensure the value and success of such plans."
(Emphasis in original).

The security hazard of too frequent meetings in Helsinki led to
further meetings in Stockholm and Copenhagen. AMLASH/1 was next
met on 16 and 17 August in Paris where AMWHIP/1 and the case officer
were joined by another case officer. AMLASH/1 was given SW training

and supplies. On 20 August he was taken to the south of France for
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a demolition demonstration. He refused to be polygraphed. The case
officer reported on 17 August:
"Have no intention give [AMLASH/1] physical
elimination mission as requirement but recognize
this something he could or might try to carry
out on his own initiative."
The Headquarters cabled reply the next day stated:
"Strongly concur that no physical elimination
missions be given [AMLASH/1]." -
On 29 August 1962 AMLASH/1 left Prague by air for Havana. This was
the last time that he wés met until he next left Cuba in September
1963.
COMMENT :

It is noted at this point that AMLASH/1 was not a
recruited agent at that time--nor was he ever for that
matter, as Operational Approval was never granted for
this purpose. By the end of August 1962 the CIA rela-
tionship with AMLASH/1 had made no real progress,
although he was viewed as an operational contact with
potential. Over a year passed between August 1962 and
September 1963 when he was next contacted by CIA.

In terms of the relationship that he had with CIA the
critical period, for purposes of this paper, is there-

fore between 5 September and 22 November 1963.

AMLASH/1 attended the Collegiate Games in Porto Alegre, Brazil

from 5 through 8 September 1963, as a representative of the Cuban
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Government. He was met there by AMWHIP/1, and by the CIA case
officer who was to take over the relationship with him. AMLASH/1
said that he had written two SW messages {only one had been received).
He expressed his reltuctance to use this form of communications because
of Cuban postal censorship.

It is pertinent to what followed to note where the relationship
between AMLASH/1 and CIA stood at that time. At page 13 of Book V
of the SSC Final Report the following statement appears:

", . . the CIA took steps to renew its contact

with a high-Tevel Cuban official named AMLASH. -The

CIA's previous contact with him had been sporadic;

he had not been in contact with the CIA since

before the missile crisis of October 1962. The

exact purpose the CIA had for renewing contact is

not known, but there is no evidence the CIA intended

at this time to use AMLASH in an assassination

operation." "’
The reason for there having been no contact since August 1962 was
simply that AMLASH/1 did not leave Cuba after that until September
1963. If it is narrowly correct to state that the "exact purpose”
for renewing contact was not known to the authors of the SSC Report,
it nevertheless is quite clear why he was met. He was an important

potential asset whose usefulness remained to be explored. At this

point, not only was there "no evidence (that) . . . an assassination

-operation” was intended, it is quite clear that it was not under

consideration. The problem at the time was how to deal with the man.

At page 14 of the SSC Report it is stated that the first meeting

oy
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in September 1963:
" . . . may have been to gain intelligence and to
cultivate him as an asset for covert operations . . .
A 7 September cable, cited on another point in the SSC Report,
provides an insight as to how AMLASH/1 was assessed at the time, as
well as emphasizing the uncertainty in the minds of the case officers
of how to deal with him in the future:
"AMLASH cocky totally spoiled brat who will always
be a control problem . . (he) will not take time or
have patience prepare or receive constant stream S/W
messages,let alone OWVL. AMLASH also needs strong
confidant inside who will push and serve as chaplain .
CIA headquarters replied on 9 September, saying in part:
" . . . Based on what little feel we here have for
subject however appears he is hopeless as intell
performer and is best approached as a chief con-
spirator allowed to recruit his own cohorts among
whom we may then find persons susceptible to long
distance and covert disciplines . . . "
The cable then went on to spell out long-range requirements prior to
any action based on such internal organization as AMLASH/1 may put
together.
Clearly, at that point, while AMLASH/1 was viewed as potentially

important, he also was viewed as a person of uncertain capabilities,

‘requiring careful but long-range development for whatever course of

action that might Tater ensue.
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Page 14 of the SSC Final Report cites the 7 September 1963
cable reporting the first 1963 meeting with AMLASH/1 as follows:
"AMLASH was interested primarily in getting the

United States to invade Cuba, or in attempting an

'inside job' against Castro, and that he was awaiting

a U.S. plan of action." (Empahsis added).
This suggests a plan of action targetted specifically against Castro
himself. That may have seemed implicit to the authors of the SSC
Report, but the actual language of the cable states it somewhat differently:

"AMLASH still feels there only two ways accomplish )

‘change either inside job or invasion he realistic

enough realize latter out of question. According

AMWHIP, AMLASH still awaiting for US reveal plan of

action."”

COMMENT :

At this point, after a year out of touch with a
man with whom there had been no working understanding,
AMLASH/1's views were of interest, but were very general,

as might be expected after such a long time. The actual
reference to an "inside job" did not specify Castro,

as suggested in the SSC Report, but was directed towards
the more general question of how to bring about change.
It was offered alternatively, in the context of con-
sidering both external and internal action, and not with

the specific connotation provided by the SSC presentation.
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The point 1is, as stated in the SSC Report; that it 1eft
AMLASH/1 "awaifing a U.S. plan of action." There was
nothing substantive or conclusive. To the contrary, things
were left very much up in the air.

Footnote 17 on page 14 of the SSC Report states that
"characterization of this phase of the AMLASH operation
is disputed." (Emphasis added). The footnote observes
that the SSC Interim Report on Alleged Assassination Plots
concluded that the AMLASH operation was an assassination
operation, which begs the question of what it was fo; “this
phase" of the matter. In fact, the SSC Interim Report on
Alleged Assassination Plots notes specifically that "From
the first contact with AMLASH until the latter part of 1963,
it was uncertain whether he would defect or remain in Cuba."
(Page 86). The point is that the SSC Final Report, Book V,
itself describes the very general nature of the approach
by AMLASH/1, and the absence of a U.S. response (supra).
Any dispute over how to characterize the operation at that
time arises from the presentation of it in Book V of the
SSC Report. Reference to the dispute may reflect views
expressed by CIA representatives on reviewing the draft of the
SSC Final Report.

The next paragraph in the SSC Report, Book V, presents

in inferential sequence, an interview Castro held

with an AP reporter, Daniel Harker, in which Castro inveighed

SERAEL
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against anti-Cuban terrorist plans of U.S. ]eaders;

The intended inference, as is known from discussions with
SSC staff members, was that AMLASH/1 may have reported (or
leaked) to Castro what the authors of the report elected
to see then as assassination plotting. This characteri-
zation is even more explicit at pages 3-4 of the Summary
and Findings of the SSC Report, presenting the inter-
pretation as categorically as though it were fact.

The fact remains that whatever views AMLASH/1 may have
expressed, he had no response from his CIA contacé; of
any support for his proposals at that time. Whatever

may have been the cause for Castro's remarks at that time
they could not have stemmed from anything said to
AMLASH/1 by CIA officers as they proposed nothing and
undertook nothing.

AMLASH/1 flew to Paris on 14 September, ostensibly to attend a
meeting of the Alliance Francaise. The trip actually was for an
extended vacation, which AMLASH/1 intended to report to Castro
after the fact. On 16 September he wrote AMWHIP/1 that he did not
"intend to see (be interviewed by) your friend again" referring to
the CIA case officer. On 3 October 1963 the case officer nevertheless
arrived in Paris to meet with AMLASH/1. Station officers were already
in contact with him, two of whom participated in meetings that followed.

On 11 October the case officer cabled Headquarters reporting that

AMLASH/1 claimed to have the 'necessary people and equipment inside



14-00000

[Cuba] to accomplish overthrow without [U.S.] assistance.” AMLgSH/]
was reported as wishing a meeting with a senior U.S. official,
preferably Robert F. Kennedy, for assurance of "moral suppbrt" for
any action AMLASH/1 undertook in Cuba. The cable recommended that
the request for a meeting:

"be given highest and profound consideration as

feeling drawn by all who in contact AMLASH is that

he determined attempt op against [Castro] with or

without [U.S.] support.”
A 21 October cable to Washington reported a 17 October meeting’with
AMLASH/1--"Basically he wants assurance that [U.S.] will support him

if his enterprise is successful." (Emphasis added).

Desmond Fitzgerald, then Chief of the Special Affairs Staff,
was going to Paris on other business and undertook to meet with AMLASH/1.
The plan for the meeting, written in advance, was outlined as follows:
"Fitzgerald will represent self as personal
representative of Robert F. Kennedy who traveled
to Paris for specific purpose of meeting [AMLASH/1]
and giving him assurances of full U.S. support if

there is change of the present government in Cuba."

(Emphasis added).
On 29 October Fitzgerald met with AMLASH/T in Paris, representing

himself as a spokesman of Attorney General Kennedy. The third person

at the meeting was the case officer, who served as an interpreter.

11
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On 13 November the case officer wrote a memorandum summarizing Pigh—
1ights of the meeting. It reads in part as follows:

"Fitzgerald informed [AMLASH/1] that the United

States is prepared to render all necessary

assistance to any anti-communist Cuban group which

succeeds in neutralizing the present Cuban leader-

ship and assumes sufficient control to invite the

United States to render the assistance it is

prepared to give. It was emphasized that the

above support will be forthcoming only after a

real coup has been effected and the group involved

is in a position to request U.S. (probably under

OAS auspices) recognition and support. (Emphasis

added). It was made clear that the U.S. was not
prepared to commit itself to supporting an isolated
uprising, as such an uprising can be extinguished
in a matter of hours if the present government is
still in control in Havana. As for the post-coup
period, the U.S. does not desire that the political
clock be turned back but will support the necessary
economic and political reforms which will benefit
the mass of the Cuban people.”
At the time of the CIA Inspector General's report on the subject

in 1967, additional details were elicited from Fitzgerald, who re-
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called that AMLASH/1 spoke repeatedly of the need for an assassination

weapon. He wanted a  high-power rifle with telescopic sights, or some
other weapon that could be used to kill Castro from a distance. Fitzgerald
stated that he rejected this request. Fitzgerald's Executive Officer,
although not present at the meeting, was kept posted by Fitzgerald and
had a recollection the same as the one noted above. The case officer
is reported as not recalling the exchange on the weapon. His memorandum
stated that:

"Nothing of an operational nature was discussed at

the Fitzgerald meeting. After the meeting [AMLASH/1] ;tated

that he was satisfied with the policy discussion but now

desired to know what technical support we could provide him."

On 14 November 1963 AMWHIP/1 was met in New York City. He reported

on AMLASH/1's reaction to the 29 October meeting in Paris. The contact
report on what AMLASH/1 understood, as relayed by AMWHIP/1, is as
follows:

"The visit with Fitzgerald, who acted in the

capacity of a representative of high levels of

the Government concerned with the Cuban problem

satisfied [AMLASH/1] as far as policy was con-

cerned, but he was not at all happy with the fact

that he still was not given the technical assistance

for the operational plan as he saw it. [AMWHIP/1]

said that [AMLASH/1] dwelt constantly on this point.

13
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He could not understand why he was denied certain
small pieces of equipment which promised a final
solution to the problem, while, on the other hand,

the U.S. Government gave much equipment and money
to exile groups for their ineffective excursions
against Cuban coastal targets. According to
[AMWHIP/1], [AMLASH/1] feels strongly on this point,
and if he does not get advice and materials from a
U.S. Government technician, he will probably become
fed up again, and we will lose whatever progress we
have made to date."
COMMENT:

At this point it is important to note that Agency
documents summarize what AMLASH/1 was to be told,
and what he was told, which matches a later report
of what he understood. In essence he was told there
would be no U.S. support until after the fact, and then
only if he was successful. While that may not Seem a
very realistic way in which to bring about the overthrow
of a government, it is directly relevant to the question
of what AMLASH/1 was told and what he understood. It is

contrary to the statement in the SSC Final Report (page 18)

to the effect that it was not clear how AMLASH/1 inter-
preted the put-off by Fitzgerald.
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Interesting confirmation of AMLASH/1's understandigg
is provided by a July 1964 FBI report (mentioned variously
at pages 35, 72 and 74 of Book V of the SSC Report). This

report was from an FBI informant who stated that AMLASH/1

was unhappy with the CIA response and that Attorney General
Kennedy had refused to support the plan. Given the substance
of this aspect of the report it is apparent that although the
date of the report is June 1964, this particular information
dates back to 29 October 1963 when AMLASH/1 was told by
Fitzgerald, representing himself as speaking for Roberz F.
Kennedy, that he would not be given support in this opera-
tion. While this is not the reason the FBI report was cited
in Book V of the SSC Final Report, it provides additional
clear confirmation that AMLASH/1 understood that he had

been turned down at the 29 October meeting.

Following the 14 November meeting with AMWHIP/1 CIA reviewed what
could be done to maintain the contact with AMLASH/1. On 19 November 1963
Fitzgerald "approved telling AMLASH/1 he would be given a cache inside
Cuba. The cache could, if he requested it, include ...high-power
rifles w/scope..."

On 19 November AMLASH/1 told a CIA officer that he planned to

return to Cuba. On 20 November Headquarters cabled Paris requesting

that AMLASH/1 "delay departure...{(to) permit one more meeting which
AMLASH/1 requested.” On the same day (20 November) in response to
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a telephonic request, AMLASH/1 agreed to delay his departure "if it

is something interesting." The case officer told him that "he could not
assure it interesting but that it was to be a meeting which AMLASH

had requested." The cable reporting this exchange noted that it was

a "rapid conversation" inhibited by the presence of a second person

in the room.

The SSC Final Report (page 19) attempts to expand this brief
and cryptic telephone conversation into the "first indication that he
might receive the specific support he requested." More factually, and
quite significantly,. the Report acknowledges that no specific support
had been offered up to then. Beyond that it is at best a piece of
highly speculative analysis, not supported by the evidence.

The case officer from Washington arrived in Paris the morning of
22 November and met with AMLASH/1 late that afternoon. As they left
the meeting they learned of President Kennedy's assassination. They
probably were meeting when President Kennedy was shot.

Whatever the relationship with AMLASH/1 following the death of
President Kennedy, there is every indication that during President
Kennedy's 1ife AMLASH/1 had no basis for believing that he had CIA
support for much of anything. Were he a provocateur reporting to Castro,

or if he was merely careless and leaked what he knew, he had no

factual basis for leaking or reporting any actual CIA plot directed

against Castro.




14-00000

g
&

&7

g
&l
b o' i
sy

Eh

IT. SPECIFIC SECTIONS OF THE SSC REPORT

Section 1, B

This section of the SSC Final Report, the Summary, states that "it
places particular emphasis on the effect their (the intelligence agencies)
Cuban operations seemed to have on their investigation." It states
that the report "details these operations to illustrate why they were
relevant to the investigation.” It states that presentation of the
AMLASH operation is to illustrate why that operation should have been
examined by the Warren Commission. -

The view of the Subcommitteé, as to why the AMLASH operation
warranted such review, is summarized at page 5 of the Report as
follows:

"The AMLASH plot was more relevant to the Harren
Commission's work than the early CIA assassination
plots with the underworld. Unlike those earlier
plots the AMLASH operation was in progress at the
time of the assassination; unlike the earlier plots,
the AMLASH operation could clearly be traced to CIA;
and unlike the earlier plots, the CIA had endorsed
AMLASH's proposal for a coup, the first step to him
being Castro's assassination, despite Castro's threat
of retaliation for such plotting."

As stated in the preceeding discussion the AMLASH operation was

without substance prior to President Kennedy's death; it is particularly
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unsuited to make the Subcommittee's intended point. It is literally
accurate to note a coincidence in time, of the contacts with AMLASH/1
prior to the death of President Kennedy, but that is all. It is incorrect
to say that "CIA had endorsed AMLASH's proposal.” There was-no agree-
ment with AMLASH/1, or commitment to him, and even had Castro learned
of the contacts with him there was nothing to learn beyond the fact

of the contact. The relationship was most tenuous and without any
support promised to him for whatever he planned. Castro's "threat"
--as noted above--must be considered irrelevant to the substantive
nature of the AMLASH relationship at that time. )

This viewpoint was conveyed to the Subcommittee prior to publica-
tion of the report. At the same time it was observed that theoretically
there was greater possibility of leaks from the earlier operations
involving the criminal underworld, although there was no known evidence
of such Teaks. While general rather than specific, this could have
provided more reasonable support for the Subcommittee's view that there
were CIA operations that should have been reported to the Warren Commission.
The SSC Subcommittee saw otherwise, outlining its position at page 68
as follows:

"...it is unlikely that Castro could have
distinguished the CIA plots with the underworld
from those plots not backed by CIA. In fact,

the methods the CIA used in these attempts were

designed to prevent the Cuban government from

attributing them to the CIA."

18
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The result this has on the present comment on the SSC Final
Report may seem anomalous. It places CIA in the position of don-
testing the interpretation given the AMLASH operation in the SSC
Final Report, and to that extent the thesis that the presentation
was supposed to support. At the same time, however, we are
inclined to acknowledge in principle the possibility--not seriously
considered as a likelihood during the Warren Commission inquiry--
that other operations could have suffered the defects attributed
to the AMLASH operation by the SSC Report. In protesting the
presentation in one instance, and the specific conclusions it seeks
to support, the effect is to disagree with a substantial portion
of the report as written. On the other hand we tend to not contest
a general thesis that more specific attention could have been given
by the Warren Commission to the anti-Castro programs of the U.S.
Government, including CIA activities.

k % k k k * k k k k k %k %k
At page 4 of the SSC Final Report Desmond Fitzgerald, in a
meeting with AMLASH/1, is quoted as having:
"stated the United States would support a coup."
Again, at page 19, the report states that Fitzgerald:
"also gave general assurances that the United
States would help in bringing about the coup.”
The last version is attributed to the case officer who was present at

the meeting in 1963, in his testimony before the SSC in 1975. This

- presentation of the case officer's statements in 1975 does not match

19
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the report of the meeting in 1963, which was written by him at the time.
In considering the processes by which this version came into Being, it
is noted that the following statement appears at page 87 of the SSC
Interim Report on Alleged Assassination Plots:

"Fitzgerald met AMLASH/1 in late fall 1963 and

promised him that the United States would support

a coup against Castro,"
citing testimony by the case officer who was present at the meeting.
An interesting footnote (#3) on that page reads as follows:

"3. The contact plan for the proposed meeting .

stated: 'Fitzgerald will represent self as personal

representative of Robert F. Kennedy who travelled to

(foreign city) for specific purpose meeting AMLASH/1

and giving him assurances of full support with

a change of the present government in Cuba.'"

(Emphasis added).
The underscored portion--the word "with"--in fact read in the actual
document "if there is." This substitution of language in a purported
quotation may seem only a matter of nuance, but it treats with what
Fitzgerald planned to say, which takes on special significance when
matched with the expressly limited statements that he actually made

(as discussed at pages 11 and 12 of this annex) and what AMLASH/1

understood (as discussed at pages 13-15).

dbo ok k Kk k k Kk k Kk %

At page 5 the SSC Final Report quotes officers in CIA responsible

eLATET
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for the investigation at the time of the Warren Commission as stating
to the SSC that had they known about the AMLASH operation in 1963 it
would have affected the investigation. It is only noted that it is
1ikely that views elicited from CIA employees in 1975 probably were
responsive to representations by SSC staff members as to Qhat the
operation involved, as distinguished from what it actually was.
Kok ok ok ok ok ok ok Kk Kk ok k ok
At page 24 the SSC Final Report contains the following
statement:
"According to the 1967 Inspector General Report,
CIA Headquarters cabled the AMLASH case officer on
‘the morning of November 23, and ordered him to break
contact with AMLASH due to the President's assassi-
nation and to return to Headquarters."
This statement is at least a literary extension of the statement of
the IG report, which was in its entirety as follows:
“[The case officer] states that he received an
OPIM cable from Fitzgerald that night or early
the next morning telling him that everything was
off."
The SSC was unable to get the case officer to support its expansion on
the reference in the 1967 IG report. His testimony is cited,
apparently despite suggestive prompting, that:
" . . . he recalled receiving such a cable, but

could not recall whether it made specific mention

21

SEGRET



14-00000

P T e
HEONE .

[ Comis ] '

of the President's assassination as the reason for“
breaking contact . O
It is noted that the cable was never found; it may never have been
sent, being a misrecollection of the case officer. In any event,
the two sources cited in the SSC Report do not support its version.
* k Kk * Kk K %k * *k K

Footnote 30 on page 17 treats the question of the security of the
AMLASH operation. As noted in the above review of the AMLASH operation,
AMLASH/1 was on the record as expressing his disenchantment with the
Castro regime. He had told colleagues of his meetings with AMWHIP/].
Through sensitive sources we know that other Cubans were aware of his
fulminations against the Castro regime. We do not know, beyond these
generalized statements, what he actually conveyed at that time to what
persons. We do know how little substance there was to his relationships
with CIA during this period, and how 1ittle he had to tell others were
he inclined to do so.

Assuming that AMLASH/1 was to attempt to organize a coup, he
obviously had to try and associate himself with people of a 1ike mind.
To crystallize their support he might have felt constrained to convey
assurances of external support. To the extent that he may have, we
do not know whether he would have claimed to have been promised things
that in fact had been denied him. It was not until much later that the
question of security--always a consideration, especially when more than
one person is involved--became a point of sufficient concern for CIA

to break relations with him.

)
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Some have speculated that AMLASH/1 was, in some way, Castro's
provocateur. Such a possibility is always a proper subject for
consideration. There are questions that feed the theory, but the
issue remains debatable. We do not offer an opinion here, although
we do note that he was rewarded strangely if he was. When final]y
arrested he served ten years of a thirty-year term. His public trial
did not mention his Agency associations for the period March 1961 to
November 1964. An interesting consideration is that when Castro pro-
vided Senator McGovern with a Tist of persons the Cubans c¢laimed had the
mission of his assassination, although AMLASH/1 was among those

included, the reported period for his activity also omitted this

earlier period.

k % k k k K k k k Kk Kk %k %

At page 26 of the SSC Final Report it is stated that on 24 November
the Mexico Station responded to a Headquarters request for the names
of known contacts of certain Soviet personnel in Mexico City. The SSC
Report acknowledges that the purpose of obtaining these names was to
determine the significance of Oswald's contact with Soviets and to.
assess their activities. The SSC Report states that:
"AMLASH's real name was included in the 1ist
of names on the Mexico Station cable."
This is used as a basis for a discussion in the SSC Final Report of why
the inclusion of that name in the cable did not lead to the identification
of the AMLASH operation.
The treatment of this point in the SSC Final Report seems to rest
on a misconception of the context in which the name of AMLASH/1 was

mentioned. The reference had to do with a contact between a member of

23
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the Soviet embassy and a Cuban cultural attache -- in December'1960 --
about a press conference planned for AMLASH/1 in Mexico City“in
February and March 1961. It was not a report of a contact between
AMLASH/1 and the Soviet, which was the subject of the inquiry; the
name of AMLASH/1 could well have been omitted from the cable. In

any event, the December 1960 date preceded the inauguration of
President Kennedy, which further removes the question from any
relevance to the subject. There was no reason to check the name.

The presentation in the SSC Final Report is confusing and mislead-

o

ing on this point.
dk Kk k Kk k Kk hk k k k %k Kk %

Page 72 of the SSC Report refers to a July 1964 FBI report con-
cerning a CIA meeting with AMLASH. The SSC Report states "that the
purpose of those meetings had been to plan the assassination of
Castro." This is the same FBI report that helped confirm the
earlier turn-down of AMLASH/1 at the 29 October 1963 meeting (pages
14 and 15, this paper). While it stated that “there is now under
discussion some plan to kill Fidel Castro" (July 1964) it badly
mixes times and events. In an& event, this aspect of the report

substantially post-dates the death of President Kennedy, and is

not directly relevant to the Warren Commission inquiry.

24
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At page 75, the SSC Final Report quotes the testimony of the' Chief,

SAS Counterintelligence. His recollections are very uncertain. He

is quoted specifically as saying that he could not recall the exact

time frame, which is central to analysis of the operation, and speaks

of his "vague recollections" that the Fitzgerald meeting was related

to an assassination plot against Castro. The SSC Report nevertheless

gives this opinion full play despite the extensive qualification as to

its reliability.

Xk ok ok ok ok Kk ok Kk ok k Kk k -
At pages 68-75 of Book V of the SSC Final Report, consideration

is given to what was known of the AMLASH operation by certain CIA

employees, how they understood it, and what conclusions they could or

should have drawn from what they knew. The treatment seems to accept

as a premise that the relationship was an assassination piot throughout,

and overlooks the basically inchoate quality of the relationship with

AMLASH/1 during the period in question.

There will always be uncertainties in the developing relationship

! with political action assets; that such was the case with AMLASH/1 is

noted in the discussion above. In the present instance the uncertainties

were recognized and clearly recorded, as well as the limits placed on

positions that would be and were taken with AMLASH/1. It is important

to keep this in mind in considering the testimony of witnesses, as

presented in the SSC Final Report.

25
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Different witnesses before the SSC would obviously view the AMLASH
affair in different lights, the basis for their understandingsrelating

to different levels of knowledge at different periods in time. What

did they know in 1963, and what more did they learn under what circum-
stances at a later date? What they testified to in 1975--perhaps
on the basis of representations by SSC staff members as to what it
was-~required quite a clear and precise treatment. The SSC Final
Report did not accord the subject that treatment.
* k k k k k k % k %k

At pages 78, 79 and 105 of the SSC Final Report reference is made
to a Cuban exile designated as "A," who informed the FBI and CIA in
mid-1965 of activities of AMLASH/1 in Cuba to eliminate Castro, and
of his involvement with CIA. A careful reading of the SSC Report made
it clear that "A" was unaware of AMLASH/1's 1963 associations with CIA.

This information, reported in the context of the badly blurred
time frame of the SSC Final Repbrt, was given a significance that it
did not otherwise have. First, the information was a year and a half
after the death of President Kennedy. Further, the informant had no
knowledge of the earlier period of CIA-AMLASH/1 relationships. When
this is placed alongside the clear record of the inconclusive nature
of the relationships in the 1963 period, it beéomes something of an
irrelevancy. It is noted that a footnote in the SSC Report, at this
point, records thg fact that the book of material given to Senator

McGovern by Castro on persons who allegedly had plotted his

26
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assassination also contained no reference to that period, although
AMLASH/1's later activities were cited. .
**************:

It is useful to recap the sequence of events. The record shows
that initially there was uncertainty as to what AMLASH/1 represented
as a potential asset. There was early consideration of his defection,
which changed to his possible use for intelligence purposes. As his
self-discipline was assessed as being inadequate for this task it was
determined that it was best for him to go it alone, developing his
own organization for whatever followed. The reservations that were
held concerning his qualities were reflected in the specifically
conditional arms-length position taken with him during the period
preceding President Kennedy's death. He had to succeed with his
own program before he could expect support from the U.S.

Eventually -- but not until after the death of President
Kennedy -- firmer indications of support were offered. Even then
the volume of equipment promised was not large, especially to a
man who claimed to have the "necessary people and equipment inside
[Cuba] to accomplish (the) overthrow . . ." The nature of the
relationship never did firm up. As late as the fall of 1964
(page 77, Book V of the SSC Final Report) CIA was telling AMLASH/1
that it could not be associated with his concept of the first step

of a coup, which he viewed as requiring the death of Castro. While
one can reason that any association with AMLASH/1 included
association with all his plans, it nevertheless appears that those

directly involved structured their thinking differently.
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The Inspector General's report in 1967 treated the AMLASH
operation in its study of assassination, as did the SSC Interim
Report oﬁ Alleged Assassination Plots. At the time of the 1967 IG
report there was no issue of how to characterize the operation at

different times, and the question was not addressed. Facing that

question now, it is clear that however the operational relationship
developed after the death of President Kennedy, it was unformed and
without substance during his life. During that time it was not an

assassination plot. The treatment of this question in the SSC

Report is both imprecise and misleading.
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Volume V of the SSC Final Report conveys an impression of
limited effort by CIA in the course of the Warren Commission
inquiry. As is noted in other annexes to the present report,

CIA did seek and collect information in support of the efforts
of the Warren Commission. Additionally, it conducted studies and
submitted special analyses and reports.

The following pages list reports and other papers submitted
to the FBI (which had primary responsibility for the investiga}ion)
and to the Warren Commission. It is felt that this compilation
is appropriate to consideration of the extent of the CIA effort,
to the extent that it reveals something of the results of that
effort.

The 1ists fall into the following sections:

E.1 Dissemination to the Intelligence Community
E.2 Dissemination of Information to the Warren Commission
E.3 Disseminations to the FBI on Rumors and Allegations

E.4 Memoranda to Warren Commission
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AGENCY SUPPORT TO THE FBI AND THE WARREN COMMISSION

Information received from the Agency's field stations was dis-
seminated to appropriate agencies and departments as soon as
possible after receipt. The following list of some 100 cabled
disseminations, CSCI's, and memoranda were forwarded to the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, et al. The listing covers the period from
10 October 1963 through September 1964.

AGENCY DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION TO THE INTELLIGENCE

COMMUNITY (FORMAL AND INFORMAL DISSEMINATIONS) m
I 11 111
*10 October 1963 DIR 74673 (WH/3/Mexico)

"On 1 October 1963, a reliable and sensitive source
in Mexico City reported that an American male, who
identified himself as Lee OSWALD, contacted the
Soviet Embassy in Mexico City ..."

Recipients: FBI, I&NS, Navy, State. [Warren Com-
mission]

*24 QOctober 1963 DIR 77978 (WH/3/Mexico)

_ Request for two copies of most recent photograph of
Lee Harvey QOSWALD.
Recipients: Navy. [Warren Commission]

23 November 1963 DIR 34915 (WH/3)

Information relating to telephone call on 28 Sep-
tember 1963 to Soviet Embassy in Mexico City.

Recipient: FBI

I - Document Date
IT - Document Number \
IIT - Originating Office

%
i

An asterisk indicates that the document was also made available
to the Warren Commission.

»

'SEGRET



14-00000

SECRET

24 November 1963 TDCS-3/565,829

Subject: Cuban Precautions following Assassination of
President Kennedy.

Recipients: State/INR, State/DIR, DIA, Army/ACSI, Navy,
Air, JCS, SECDEF, NSA, NIC, AID, USIA, OCI, ONE, OCR,
ORR, 00, EXO.

25 November 1963 DIR 84950 (WH/3/Mexico)

Subject: Silvia T. DURAN, Mexican Employee of the
Cuban Embassy [sic - Consulate] in Mexico City;
Contact with Lee Harvey (OSWALD.

Recipient: FBI.

25 November 1963 DIR 84951 (CI/SIG) -

Agency requests information relating to OSWALD's
Activities in Mexico City.
Recipient: FBI

26 November 1963 CSCI- (WE/BC)

Subject: Reported Anonymous Telephone Message.
Recipient: FBI.

26 November 1963 CSCI-3/778,826 (WH/3)

Subject: Lee Harvey OSWALD, Suspected Assassin of

President Kennedy. Encloses transcripts of tele-
phone calls made on 27 and 28 September and 1 and

3 October 1963.
Recipient: FBI.

26 November 1963 CSCI-3/778,829 (WH/3)

Subject: Lee Harvey OSWALD, Suspected Assassin of
President Kennedy. (Encloses transcripts of tele-
phone calls made by OSWALD or concerning OSWALD
between 27 September and 3 October 1963).

NB: This dissemination may be identical with
CSCI-3/778,826. The above CSCI number appears to

be the correct one, according to a copy of the

document in CI/SIG file No. 568.
Recipient: FBI.

SECRET
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26 November 1963 DIR 85069 (WH/3)

Subject: Travel of Pro-Communist Costa Rican Congress-

man to Texas on 26 November 1963.
Recipient: FBI

*26 November 1963 DIR 85089 ‘ (C/WH/3)

Gilberto ALVARADO, a professed Castroite Nicaraguan,
stated to U.S. Embassy in Mexico City on 26 November
1963 that "on 18 September 1963 he saw Lee Harvey
OSWALD receive six thousand five hundred dollars in
a meeting inside the Cuban Embassy in Mexico City".
Recipients: FBI, State, White House; Secret Service
received copy. [Warren Commission]

26 November 1963 DIR 85176 (WH/3) -

Subject: Marina Nikolaeva OSWALD (information volun-
teered on Marina OSWALD by Moroccan student Mohamed
REGGAB studying in West Germany).

Recipients: FBI, State, White House; Secret Service
received copy.

26 November 1963 DIR 85177 (WH/3/Mexico)

Subject: Telephone communication between Cuban President
DORTICOS and Joaquin HERNANDEZ Armas, Cuban Ambassadro to
Mexico.

Recipients: FBI, State, White House; Secret Service re-

ceived copy.

26 November 1963 Unnumbered (C1/S1G)

Subject: HUNTER Report No. 10815.
Recipient: FBI.

26 November 1963 Unnumbered (CI/SIG)

Subject: HUNTER Report No. 10816.
Recipient: FBI.

SECRET



14-00000

SECRET

27 November 1963 CSCI-3/778,881 (WH/3/Mexico)

Subject: Lee Harvey OSWALD, Soviet Activities in
Mexico City, 18 - 24 November 1963.
Recipient: FBI.

*27 November 1963 DIR 85182 (WH/3/Mexico)

Subject: Lee Harvey OSWALD. On 23 November, Richard
Thomas GIBSON, an American living in Switzerland, who
was acquainted with OSWALD, made statements regarding
latter to a close friend in Bern.

Recipients: FBI, State, White House; Secret Service
received copy. [Warren Commission]

27 November 1963 DIR 85195 (C/WH/3) -

United States Ambassador to Mexico requests passage
of message to Secretary of State RUSK, Mr. McCONE,
and Mr. HOOVER.

Recipients: FBI, State, White House; Secret Service
received copy.

27 November 1963 DIR 85196 (C/WH/3)

According to information from Nicaraguan Security
Service, Gilberto ALVARADO Ugarte was a Nicaraguan
intelligence source from 1962 to August 1963.
Recipients: FBI, State, White House; Secret Service
received copy.

*27 November 1963 DIR 85199 (WH/3/Mexico)

Information solicited from Gilberto ALVARADO Ugarte. .
Recipients: FBI, State, White House; Secret Service
received copy. [Warren Commission]

27 November 1963 DIR 85222 (WH/3/Mexico)

Subject: Silvia T. DURAN, Mexican Employee of the
Cuban Embassy [sic - Consulate] in Mexico City,
contact of Lee Harvey OSWALD.

Recipient: FBI.
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November 1963 DIR 85246 (WH/3)

Dr. Jose GUILLERMO Aguirre of Mexico reports information
regarding Lee Harvey OSWALD.

Recipients: FBI, State, White House; Secret Service
received copy. (Also relayed to S. PAPICH of the FBI

by CI Staff on 27 November 1963.)

November 1963 DIR 85471 (C/4H/3)
Subject: Rearrest of Silvia DURAN.

Recipients: FBI, State, White House.

November 1963 DIR 85573 (WH/3/Mexico)
Information from U.S. Ambassador MANN for Secretary
of State RUSK regarding Ambassador HERNANDEZ, Cuban -
Ambassador to Mexico, and Gilberto ALVARADO.
Recipients: FBI, State, White House.

November 1963 Unnumbered (C1/51G)
Information on Ernesto RODRIGUEZ relayed by tele-
phone to S. PAPICH.

Recipient: FBI.

November 1963 Unnumbered (CI/SIG)
Information regarding photographic coverage of
Cuban and Soviet Embassies in Mexico City passed
to S. PAPICH of the FBI.

Recipient: FBI.

November 1963 Unnumbered (C1/S1G)
Telephone contact with S. PAPICH with regard to
OSWALD's presence in New Orleans in September 1963.
Recipient: FBI.

November 1963 DIR 85657 (C/WH/3)

On 26 November 1963 a British journalist named John

WILSON-HUDSON gave information to the American Em-
bassy in London indicating that an "American gangster-
type named RUBY" visited Cuba around 1959.

Recipients: FBI, State, White House.

SECRET
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*28 November 1963 DIR 85662 (C/WH/3)

Further interrogation of Gilberto ALVARADQ Ugarte.
Recipients: FBI, State, White House. [Warren
Commission]

*28 November 1963 DIR 85665 (C/WH/3)

The Hague Station reports that on 23 November 1963,
a local Castroite named Maria SNETHLAGE talked to
Third Secretary Ricardo SANTOS of the Cuban Embassy.
SNETHLAGE claimed she knew the Mr. LEE [sic] who
murdered President Kennedy.

Recipients: FBI, State, White House; Secret Service
received copy. [Warren Commission]

-

29 November 1963 CsC1-3/778,893 (WH/3/Mexico)

Subject: Interrogation of Silvia Tirado de DURAN
and Horacio DURAN Navarro.
Recipient: FBI.

*29 November 1963 DIR 85666

Acting upon FBI request, the Agency requests ALVARADO
be turned over to Mexican authorities for additional
interrogation and investigation.

Recipients: FBI, State, White House. [Warren Com-
mission]

29 November 1963 DIR 85668 (WH/3/Mexico)

Highlights from interrogation of Horacio DURAN Navarro
and his wife, Silvia Tirado de DURAN.
Recipients: FBI, State, White House-

*29 November 1963 DIR 85670 (C/WH/3)

Sensitive sources ... have reported that when the
23 November arrest of Silvia DURAN became known to
the personnel of the Cuban Embassy there was a
great deal of discussion.

Recipients: FBI, State, White House. [Warren
Commission]

[=p]

SECRET,



14-00000

SECRET

29 November 1963 DIR 85676 (WH/3/Mexico)

Subject: Travel of Soviet diplomatic couriers.
Recipient: FBI.

*29 November 1963 DIR 85691 (C/WH/3)

Series of anonymous telephone calls to the office of
the Naval Attache in Canberra, Australia, by a man
claiming to have knowledge about a Soviet plot to
assassinate Kennedy.

Recipients: FBI, State, White House; Secret Service
received copy.

29 November 1963 DIR 85714 (C/WH/3)

Release of Silvia DURAN for second time on

28 November.

Recipients: FBI, State, White House; Secret Service
received copy.

*29 November 1963 DIR 85715 (WH/3/Mexico)

Subject: Travel of Lee Harvey OSWALD {October 1959
to May 1962).
Recipients: FBI, State, White House; Secret Service
received copy.

29 November 1963 DIR 85744 (C/WH/3)
Interrogation of Gilbert ALVARADO Ugrate.
Recipients: FBI, State, White House; Secret Service
received copy.

*¥29 November 1963 DIR 85758 (WH/3/Mexico)

Translation of interrogation of Silvia DURAN and
Horacio DURAN Navarro.

Recipients: FBI, State, White House; Secret Service
received copy. [Warren Commission]

7
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*29 November 1963 DIR 85770 (C/WH/3)

Series of incidents which have produced a report alleging
advance information on assassination.

Recipients: FBI, State, White House; Secret Service re-
ceived copy. [Warren Commission]

29 November 1963 Unnumbered Memorandum (CI/SIG)

Telephone contact with S. PAPICH concerning rumor that
Oswald had made a bank deposit.

29 November 1963 Unnumbered Memorandum  (CI/SIG)

Telephone contact with S. PAPICH relaying the Director's
suggestion that FBI check all bank accounts and safe
deposit records in New Orleans, Fort Worth, and Dallas.-

30 November 1963 CSCI-3/778/89%

Subject: Article in 29 November 1963 issue of Washington
Post suggesting two men involved in assassination.
Recipient: FBI.

*30 November 1963 DIR 86063 (C/WH/3)

Gilberto ALVARADO Ugarte admits his story a fabrication.
Recipients: FBI, State, White House. [Warren Commission]

3 December 1963 DIR 86496 (C/WH/3)

Information relating to OSWALD's presence in Mexico.
Recipient: FBI.

*4 December 1963 DIR 86702 (C/WH/3)

Travel information regarding OSWALD and his wife,
June 1962.

Recipients: FBI, State, White House; Secret Service
received copy. [Warren Commission]
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5 December 1963 DIR 87189 : (C/wWH/3)

Known Soviet intelligence officer in New Delhi
demanding full probe into assassination.
Recipients: FBI, State, White House.

*6 December 1963 DIR 87520 (C/WH/3)

Correction of DIR 87502.
Recipients: FBI, State, White House; Secret Service
received copy. [Warren Commission]

*7 December 1963 DIR 87667 (C/WH/3/)

Reinterrogation of Gilberto ALVARADO concluded.
Recipient: FBI. [Warren Commission)

9 December 1963 DIR 87731 (WH/3/Mexico)

Richard BEYMER, American movie actor, in touch with
Cuban Embassy, Mexico City.
Recipient: FBI.

*9 December 1963 DIR 87796 (WH/3)

Letter mailed in Stockholm on 25 November 1963
alleging assassination arranged by Communist
Chinese.

Recipients: FBI, State, White House; Secret Service
received copy. [Warren Commission]

9 December 1963 Unnumbered Memorandum  (CI/SIG)

Telephone contact with S. PAPICH regarding identity
of a source who claims plot to assassinate Kennedy
prepared and executed jointly by the Communist
Chinese and Cubans through intermediaries. (See
JMWAVE 8658 IN 75902). '
Recipient: FBI.

11 December 1963 TDCSDB 3/658,408

Subject: Comments of Soviet official regarding
(a) Moscow views on international situation
following death of President Kennedy, and (b)
resumption of disarmament talks.

Recipients: General distribution.

SECRET
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12 December 1963 CSCI-3/779,048 (C/WH/3)

Subject: WILSON, Carlos John (also: WILSON-HUDSON,
John; WILSON, John Hudson.) :
Recipient: FBI.

*12 December 1963 DIR 88643

Subject: Letter Relative to Assassination of Presi-
dent Kennedy Sent to United States Embassy in Costa

Rica.
Recipients: FBI, State, White House. [Warren Com-
mision]

12 December 1963 DIR 88682 (C/WH/3)

Cuban Ambassador to France received instructions not
to comment upon the assassination.
Recipients: FBI, State, White House.

12 December 1963 DIR 88747 (C/WH/3)

Subject: Second Interrogation of Silvia DURAN.
Recipients: FBI, State, White House.

*13 December 1963 CSCI-3/779,136 (C/WH/3)

Subject: Mexican Interrogation of Gilberto ALVARADQ.
Recipient: FBI. [Warren Commission]

16 December 1963 CSCI-3/779,135 (C/WH/3)
Subject: Peter DERYABIN's Comments on Kennedy
Assassination.

Recipient: FBI.
*18 December 1963 DIR 89970 (C/WH/3)

Further information on Richard Thomas GIBSON.
Recipients: FBI, State, White House; Secret Service
received copy. [Warren Commission]

10
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*18 December 1963 DIR 89980

Subject: Actions of Silvia DURAN after her first
interrogation.

Recipients: FBI, State, White House; Secret Service
received copy. [Warren Commission]

19 December 1963 CSCI-3/779,225

Subject: Nomenclature of Weapon Possibly Owned by

Lee Harvey OSWALD.
Recipient: FBI.

19 December 1963 CSDB-3/658,870 (WH/Reports)

Subject: a. Disagreements between Fidel CASTRO and -~
Rauo ROA y Garcia.

b. Probable Future Plan of Action for
Carlos RAFAEL Rodriguez.
Recipients: State (Miami) and others (not identified.

27 December 1963 CSCI-3/779,297

Subject: Assassination of President Kennedy (arranged
by the Cuban Government and the Communist Chinese).
Recipient: FBI.

3 January 1964 Unnumbered Memorandum  (CI/SIG)
Telephone contact with S. PAPICH on 3 January 1964
regarding newspaper article appearing in El Caribe
on 27 November 1963 and possible connection with
ALVARADO's interview in the U.S. Embassy on 26 November.
Recipient: FBI.

*10 January 1964 CSC1-3/779,482 (WH/3/Mexico)

Subject: Second Mexican Interrogation of Silvia DURAN.
Recipient: FBI. [Warren Commission]

11
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14 January 1964 CSCI-3/779,510 (CI/SIG)

Subject: Assassination of President John F. Kennedy.
(Regarding liaison with FBI and latter's handling of
information from CIA.)

Recipient: FBI.

27 January 1964 CSCI-3/779,729 (C1/S1G)
Subject: Possible Relatives of Marina Nikolayevna
OSWALD.
Recipient: FBI.

30 January 1964 CSCI-3/779,814 (C1/51G)

Subject: Jack L. RUBY, Lee Harvey OSWALD.
Recipient: FBI.

4 February 1964 CSCI-3/779,817 (SR/CI/R)

Subject: Lee Harvey OSWALD. (Information on names,
addresses, and telephone numbers relating to the
Soviet Union.)

Recipient: FBI.

18 February 1964 DDP 4-0860

Memorandum for the Director, Federal Bureau of
Investigation. Subject: Assassination of John F.
Kennedy.

Recipient: FBI. [Copy to Warren Commission]

18 February 1964 DDP 4-0861

Memorandum for the Director, Federal Bureau of
Investigation. Subject: Assassination of

President John F. Kennedy.
Recipient: FBI. [Copy to Warren Commission]

18 February 1964 DDP 4-0862

Memorandum for the Chief, United States Secret
Service. Subject: Assassination of President

12
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John F. Kennedy. (Verification of entry in "Historic
Diary" relating to OSWALD's attempted suicide.)
Recipient: Secret Service. [Copy to Warren Commission]

18 February 1964 DDP 4-0864

Memorandum for Mr. Thomas L. Hughes, The Director of
Intelligence and Research, Department of State.
Subject: Assassination of President John F. Kennedy -
Verification of Entry in "Historic Diary".

Recipient: State. [Copy to Warren Commission]

20 February 1964 CSCI-3/779,988 (SR/CI/R)

Subject: Lee Harvey OSWALD. (Information regarding
SETYAEVA and RAHM.)
Recipient: FBI. -

22 February 1964 DIR 03101 (C/WH/3)

Subject: Further Information Provided by Moroccan
Student Mohamed REGGAB.
Recipient: White House (attention Secret Service).

11 March 1964 CSCI-3/780,344

Subject: Summary of Findings in Regard to Allegations
by Mohamed REGGAB Relative to Marina OSWALD.
Recipient: FBI.

20 March 1964 CSCI-3/780,612 (SR/CI/R)

Subject: Assassination of President John F. Kennedy.
(Photograph of an individual closely resembling
OSWALD).

Recipient: FBI.

16 April 1964 CSCI-3/780,996 (SR/CI/R)

Subject: Yuriy Ivanovich NOSENKO.
Recipient: FBI.

20 April 1964 CSDB-3/660,704

Subject: Plans by British and French to Publish
BUCHANAN Articles on Assassination.
Recipient: FBI (?)

13
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22 April 1964 CSCI-3/780,881 (SR/CI/R)

Subject: Assassination of President John F. Kéhnedy.
(Information regarding Lydia DYMITRUK.)
Recipient: FBI.

30 April 1964 Unnumbered Memorandum (CI1/SIG)

Telephone Contact with S. PAPICH on 29 November
advising PAPICH to contact SOLIE of the 0Office
of Security for information.

8 May 1964 DDP 4-2351

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Marina OSWALD's Notebook.
Recipient: Copy of attachment forwarded to FBI.

11 May 1964 CSCI1-3/781,172 -

Subject: Lee Harvey OSWALD. (Traces on Soviet names,
addresses, and telephone numbers from an address bbok

belonging to Marina OSWALD.)
Recipient: FBI.

13 May 1964 CSCI-3/781,282 (SR/CI/R)

Subject: Lee Harvey OSWALD. (Identification
of photographs sent to CIA by FBI.)
Recipient: FBI.

15 May 1964

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Role of Cuban Intelligence Service in
Processing Visa Applicants; Reaction of that Service
to the Assassination of President Kennedy.

14
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13 May 1964 CSCI-3/781,351

Subject: Lee Harvey OSWALD's Access to Classified
Information about the U-2.
Recipient: FBI. [Warren Commission - DDP 4-2444]

19 May 1964 CSCI-3/781,386

Subject: Paul DIMITRIK (aka Pavel DIMITRUK).
Recipient: Navy.

5 June 1964 CSCI-3/781,543 (CI/R&A)

Subject: Lee Harvey OSWALD. (Use of Machine Colla-
tion Program to Check Out Cubans Mentioned in Letter
of 27 November 1963 from Mario del ROASRIA Milina.

10 June 1964 CSCI-3/781,841 (CI/R&A)

Subject: Information Concerning Jack Ruby.
Recipient: FBI.

29 June 1964 CSCI-3/782,058

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Investigation of Allegation that OSWALD was
in Tangier, Morocco.

Recipient: FBI. [Warren Commission]

2 July 1964 DDP 4-3401

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. lLee RANKIN.
Subject: Lee Harvey OSWALD.
Recipient: Copy to FBI.

6 July 1964 DDP 4-3470

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Statements Reportedly Made by George and
Jeanne de MOHRENSCHILDT Concerning Lee Harvey OSWALD
and the Assassination of John F. Kennedy.

Recipient: Copy to FBI.

18
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27 August 1964 CSCI-316/00856-64

Subject: No Indication of Subject's Defection Having
Been Used for Propaganda by the Soviet Union.
Recipient: FBI.

3 September 1964 DDP 4-4600

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: OSWALD Documents Supplied by the Cuban

Government.
Recipient: Copy to FBI.
1 October 1964 DDP 4-5110

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Joachim JOESTEN. -
Recipient: Copy to FBI.

6 October 1964 CSCI-316/01446-64
ey
Subject: [VIADUCT Interview on 9 September 1964; His
Comments on Seven Photographs Forwarded by the FBI.
Recipient: FBI.

23 October 1964 CSCI-316/01709-64

Subject: Raymond F. FRIESECKE.
Recipient: FBI.

2 November 1964 £SCI-316/01779-64
Subject: Testimony in the Warren Commission Report in

the Assassination of President Kennedy.
Recipient: FBI.

23 December 1964 CSCI-316/02545-64

Subject: Allegation of Unidentified Scientist of
Cuban Involvement in Assassination.
Recipient: FBI.

16
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2 March 1965 CSCI-316/00925-65 )

Subject: Marvin KANTOR, Possible Connection with Investi-
gation of Lee Harvy and Marina OSWALD.
Recipient: FBI.

8 April 1965 CSCI-316/01398-65

Subject: Correspondence to the Soviet Embassy in Mexico
City.
Recipient: FBI. [Copy to Secret Service]

30 June 1965 CSCI-316/02654-65

Subject: Silvia DURAN.
Recipient: FBI.

2 September 1966 CSCI-316/04482-66

Subject: Rima ZMITROOK, Lee Harvey OSWALD's Intourist

Guide in Moscow.
Recipient: FBI.

9 May 1967 CSCI-316/02153-67

Subject: BEAUBOVEFF apparently to be used as a pawn by
Jim GARRISON to show that OSWALD was a CIA agent and
was to be used to assassinate Fidel CASTRO. GARRISON
alleges he has letters signed by CIA representatives or
by Senator Robert KENNEDY authorizing certain Americans
to work with Cubans for the assassination of CASTRO.
This memroandum is intended to record that such letters
never existed and therefore could not be in GARRISON's

possession.
Recipient: FBI.

14 June 1967 CSCI-316/02669-67
Subject: Allegations of Unidentified Woman Regarding

Mario GARCIAS et al.
Recipient: FBI

17
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24 July 1967 CSCI-316/03243-67

Subject: Allegation of Oscar COUNTRERAS, Mexican newsman,
that OSWALD visited UNAM Campus shortly after the Cuban
Embassy refused him a visa to visit Cuba. CONTRERAS'

statement of dubious credibility; information passed to
Mexican authorities.
Recipient: FBI.

7 May 1968 CSCI-316/01678-68
Subject: Promotional Literature Concerning the Alleged
Assassination Conspiracy of JFK Written and Mailed by
Joachim JOESTEN in Support of District Attorney Jim

GARRISON's Allegations.
Recipient: FBI.

16 September 1969 CSCI-316/03323-69
Subject: Charles William THOMAS.
Recipient: FBI.

DISSEMINATION OF REPORTS TO CI STAFF

Since CI Staff held the Agency's official file on OSWALD,
all cable traffic (theoretically) including disseminations by
cable was sent to the Staff for filing in the official file. Ad-
ditionally, cables disseminations were released by CI/Liaison.

Copies were, therefore, available to the Staff.

Since CI Staff released all long-form CSCI's, coordinated
on short-form CSCI's, and maintained the CSCI log, the CI Staff
received copies of all CSCI's.

DISSEMINATION OF MATERIAL TO THE WARREN COMMISSION

13 December 1963 [Commission Document No. 100]

Memorandum
Subject: Analysis of World Reaction to President

Kennedy's Assassination.
(Supplied by A. W. DULLES.)
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21 January 1964 [Commission Document No. 300]

Note from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Attachments: a. Recent Soviet Statements on
Lee Harvey OSWALD.
b. FBIS-28 on OSWALD case.

21 January 1964

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Draft Questions for Submission to the
Government of the Soviet Union.

22 January 1964 [Commission Document No. 691]

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Suggested Questions for Marina OSWALD. -

25 January 1964 [Commission Document No. 321]

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Chronology of Lee Harvey OSWALD's Stay in
the Soviet Union.
Alphabetical List of Persons in the Soviet
Union Who Were Known to or Mentioned by
Lee Harvey OSWALD or His Wife.

31 January 1964 [Commission Document No. 347]

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Information Developed by CIA on the Activity
of Lee Harvey OSWALD in Mexico City, 28 September - 3
October 1963.

5 February 1964

Note from Thomas H. KARAMESSINES to J. Lee RANKIN.
Fourteen attachments including recent Soviet State-
ments on Lee Harvey OSWALD (as of 5 February 1964).

5 February 1964 [Commission Document No. 361]
Memorandum from Thomas H. KARAMESSINES, ADDP, to

J. Lee RANKIN forwarding three copies of Appendix B,
a summary biography of Mrs. OSWALD and her relatives.
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8 February 1964 [Commission Docjment No. 1182]

Letter from Thomas H. KARAMESSINES, ADDP, to J. Lee
RANKIN regarding Soviet weapon mentioned in one of
Lee Harvey OSWALD's documents. '
[Information passed to FBI.]

18 February 1964

Memorandum for the Director, Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation, attention Mr. S. J. PAPICH. Subject: Assassi-
nation of President John F. Kennedy. (Request for
information which might be helpful in interpreting
available materials relating to OSWALD's activities
abroad.)

[Copy to Warren Commission. ]

18 February 1964 DDP 4-0860

Memorandum for the Director, Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation, attention Mr. S. J. PAPICH. Subject: Assassi-
nation of John F. Kennedy. (Request for information
relating to OSWALD's attempted suicide.)

[Copy to Warren Commission. ]

18 February 1964 DDP 4-0861

Memorandum for the Director, Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation, attention Mr. S. J. PAPICH. Subject: Assassi-
nation of President John F. Kennedy. (Request for copies
of 47 photographs found among the effects of Lee Harvey
OSWALD. )

[Copy to Warren Commission. ]

18 February 1964 DDP 4-0862

Memorandum for the Chief, United States Secret Service;
signed by Richard HELMS, DDP. Subject: Assassination
of President John F. Kennedy. (Verification of entry
in "Historic Diary" relating to OSWALD's attempted
suicide.)

[Copies to Warren Commission and the FBI.]
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18 February 1964 DDP 4-0864

Memorandum for Mr. Thomas L. HUGHES, The Director of
Intelligence and Research, Department of State.
Subject: Assassination of President John F. Kennedy.
(Verification of Entry in "Historic Diary".)

[Copies to Warren Commission and the FBI.]

19 February 1964 [Commission Document No. 384]

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
(TS No. 187908.) Subject: Information Developed by
CIA on the Activity of Lee Harvey OSWALD in Mexico
City, September 28 to October 3, 1963.

19 February 1964 DDP 4-4581

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Cuban Consulate and Embassy in Mexico City.

*21 February 1964 DDP 4-0940 [Commission Document No. 426]

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.

Subject: Translations of Interrogations Reports of

Silvia DURAN.

Attachments: OUT Telegram No. 85758, 29 November 1963.
Translation of Interrogation of Silvia
DIRAN and Horacio DURAN Navarro.

CSCI-3/779,482 of 10 January 1964. Trans-

lation of Official Mexican Polic Report
on the Second Interrogation of Silvia
DURAN.

5 March 1964 DDP 4-1171 [Commission Document No. 448]
Memorandum from Richard HELMS, BDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Summary of Findings in Regard to Allegations
by Mohammed REGGAB Relative to Marina OSWALD.

*6 March 1964 DDP 4-1224 [Commission Document No. 692]

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.

Subject: Information in CIA's Possession Regarding
Lee Harvey OSWALD Prior to November 22, 1963.

21
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18 March 1964 DDP 4-1423 [Commission Document No. 528]

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Article Alleging that OSWALD was Interviewed
by CIA in Moscow.

24 March 1964 DDP 4-1555 [Commission Document No. 674]

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Information Disseminated to the Secret
Service but not yet made available to the President’'s
Commission.

*24 March 1964 DDP 4-1554 [Commission Document No. 631]

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN. _
Subject: CIA Dissemination of Information on Lee
Harvey OSWALD, Dated 10 October 1963.
Attachments: OUT Message No. 74673, dated 10 October
1963.
OUT Message No. 77978, dated 23 October
1963.

25 March 1964 DDP 4-1576

Note from Richard HELMS to J. Lee RANKIN.
Attachment: Five copies of "Rumors about Lee Harvey
OSWALD", dated 23 March 1964.

27 March 1964 DDP 4-1606

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to Thomas L. HUGHES,
Director of Intelligence and Research, Department of
State. Subject: Verification of Entry in "Historic
Diary".

[Copies to Warren Commission and the FBI.]

#3171 March 1964 DDP 4-1655 [Commission Document No. 698]

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Reports on Activities and Travel of Lee

Harvey OSWALD and Marina Nikolevna OSWALD.
Attachments: OUT Message No. 86702, 4 December 1963,

22
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to the White House, the Department of State, and the

Federal Bureau of Investigation, with copy to the
Secret Service.

OUT Message No. 97520, dated 6 December
1963, to the White House, the Department of State,
and the Federal Bureau of Investigation, with copy to
the Secret Service.

OUT Message No. 85715, dated 29 November
1963, to the White House, the Department of State, and
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, with copy to the
Secret Service.

OUT Message No. 85182, dated 22 November
1963, to the White House, the Department of State, and
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, with copy to the -
Secret Service.

OUT Message No. 85665, dated 28 November
1963, to the White House, the Department of State, and
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, with copy to the
Secret Service.

*3 April 1964 DDP 4-1699 [Commission Document No. 710]

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Richard Thomas GIBSON. '
Attachment: OUT Message No. 89970, dated 18 December
1963, to White House, Department of State, and the
Federal Bureau of Investigation, with a copy to the
Secret Service.

6 April 1964 DDP 4-1739 [Commission Document No. 708]
Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Reply to Questions Contained in Your Memo-

randum dated 12 March 1964. ("Certain Questions Posed
by the State Department Files")

, ﬂ‘ 7 April 1964 DDP 4-1787 [Commission Document No. 726]

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Actions of Silvia DURAN After Her First
Interrogation.

23
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7 April 1964 DDP 4-1786

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Mohammed REGGAB.

20 April 1964 DDP 4-1997 [Commission Document No.

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: BND Report Pertaining to Allegations Con-
cerning Anton ERDINGER.

21 April 1964

Letter from Raymond G. ROCCA to Mr. Samuel A. STERN.
Attachment: CSDB 3/660,704 (Plans of British and
French Publishing Firms to Publish the Thomas

BUCHANAN Articles on Assassination of President -

Kennedy. )

24 April 1964 DDP 4-2099 [Commission Document No.
Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Lydia DIMYTRUK; Acquaintance of Marina OSWALD.

29 April 1964 DDP 4-2160 [Commission Document No.
Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
SUBJECT: Photograph of Lee Harvey OSWALD.

4 May 1964 DDP 4-2256
Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Additional Information on Lee Harvey OSWALD.

6 May 1964 DDP 4-2296 [Commission Document No.
Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Criteria for Dissemination of Information to
the Secret Service; Recommendations of the Central
Intelligence Agency Relative to Presidential Protection.

8 May 1964 DDP 4-2351 [Commission Document No.

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Marina OSWALD's Notebook.

817]
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13 May 1964 DDP 4-2444 [Commission Document No.* 931]

Memorandum for the Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation.
Subject: Lee Harvey OSWALD's Access to Classified Informa-
tion about the U-2. .
[CSCI-3/781,351 - copy to Warren Commission]

15 May 1964 [Commission Document No. 935]

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Role of the Cuban Intelligence Service in
Processing Visa Applicants; Reaction of that Service
to the Assassination of President Kennedy.

[Copy to FBI]

19 May 1964 DDP 4-2533 [Commission Document No. 944]
Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN. B
Subject: Hours of Work at Cuban and Soviet Consulates;
Procedures and Regulations for Issuance of Cuban Visas;
Mexican Control of U.S. Citizens' Travel to and from
Cuba.

*19 May 1964 DDP 4-2534 [Commission Document No. 943]

Memorandum from Rixhard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Allegations of Pfc. Eugene B. DINKIN, U.S.
Army, Relative to Assassination Plot Against Presi-
dent Kennedy.

Attachment: OUT Message No. 85770, dated 29 November
1963, to the White House, State Department, and the
Federal Bureau of Investigation, with a copy to the
Secret Service.

*22 May 1964 DDP 4-2624 [Commission Document No. 971]

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Anonymous Telephone Calls to United States
Embassy in Canberra, Australia, Relative to Planned
Assassination of President Kennedy.

Attachment: OUT Message No. 85691, dated 29 November
1963, to the White House, Department of State, and
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, with a copy to

the Secret Service.
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27 May 1964 DDP 4-2688 [Commission Document No." 985]

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Letter Accusing the Chinese Communists of
Plotting the Assassination of President Kennedy.
Attachment: OUT Message No. 87796, dated 9 December
1963, to the White House, Department of State, and
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, with a copy to
the Secret Service.

27 May 1964 DDP 4-2692 [Commission Document No. 990]

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Discussion between Chairman KHRUSHCHEV and
Mr. Drew PEARSON Regarding Lee Harvey OSWALD.

1 June 1964 DDP 4-2741 [Commission Document No- 1000]

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Gilberto ALVARADO Ugarte.
Attachments: OUT Message No. 85089, dated 26 November
1963, relative to Gilberto ALVARADO.

OUT Message No. 85199, dated 27 November
1963; subject: Lee Harvey OSWALD.

QUT Message No. 85662, dated 28 November
1963, relative to Gilberto ALVARADO.

OUT Message No. 86063, dated 30 November
1963, relative to Gilberto ALVARADO.

OUT Message No. 85666, dated 28 November
1963, relative to Gilberto ALVARADO.

OUT Message No. 87667, dated 7 December
1963; subject: Lee Harvey OSWALD.

Memorandum, dated 12 December 1963;
subject: Mexican Interrogation of Gilberto ALVARADO.

3 June 1964 DDP 4-2764 [Commission Document No. 1001]
Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.

Subject: Documents on Lee Harvey OSWALD Furnished by
the Soviet Government.

3 June 1964 DDP 4-2770  [Commission Document No. 1012]

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject. George and Jeanne de MOHRENSCHILDT.
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4 June 1964

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Information Developed on the Activity of Lee
Harvey OSWALD in Mexico City.

5 June 1964 DDP 4-2844 [Commission Document No. 1041]

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.

Subject: Allegations Regarding Intelligence Training
School in Minsk, USSR.

10 June 1964 DDP 4-2922 [Commission Document No. 1054]

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Information Concerning Jack RUBY (aka Jack
RUBENSTEIN) and His Associates.

*12 June 1964 DDP 4-2988 [Commission Document No. 1089]

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Letter Relative to Assassination of President
Kennedy Sent to United States Embassy in Costa Rica.
Attachment: OUT Message No. 88643, dated 12 December
1963, to the White House, Department of State, and the
Federal Bureau of Investigation.

19 June 1964 DDP 4-3169 [Commission Document No. 1131]

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Soviet Brainwashing Techniques.

26 June 1964 DDP 4-3366

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.

Subject: Soviet Brainwashing Techniques

29 June 1964 DDP 4-3347 [Commission Document No. 1188]
Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Investigation of Allegation that OSWALD was

in Tangier, Morocco.
[Copy to the FBI.]
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1 July 1964 DDP 4-3389 [Commission Document No.”1201]

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN,.
Subject: Lee Harvey OSWALD's Arrival Time in Helsinki
on 10 October 1959.

2 July 1964 DDP 4-3401 [Commission Document No. 1216]

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Lee Harvey OSWALD (Remarks by Soviet Consul
Pavel Antonovich YATSKOV).

[Copy to the FBI.]

6 July 1964 DDP 4-3470 [Commission Document No. 1222]

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Statements Reportedly Made by George and
Jeanne de MOHRENSCHILDT Concerning Lee Harvey OSWALD

and the Assassination of President Kennedy.
[Copy to the FBI.]

o

22 July 1964 DDP 4-3712 [Commission Document No. 1273]

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Apparent Inconsistencies in Material Fur-
nished the Commission by CIA and the Department of
State.

23 July 1964 DDP 4-3769 [Commission Document No. 1287]

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Lee Harvey OSWALD.

Attachment: Affidavit respecting origin and circum-
stances of a photograph of an unknown individual
furnished by this Agency to the FBI on 22 November
1963.

23 July 1964 DDP 4-3770

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Lee Harvey OSWALD. :
Attachments: Translation (original documents included.)
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31 July 1964 DDP 4-3916 [Commission Document No." 1358]

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Length of Time Required for Obtaining Soviet
Tourist Visas in Helsinki and Stockholm, 1964. :

7 August 1964 DDP 4-4037 [Commission Document No.

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Soviet Hunting Societies.

28 August 1964 DDP 4-4479 [Commission Document No.

Memorandum from Thomas H. KARAMESSINES, ADDP, to J.
Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Konstantin Petrovich SERGIEVSKY.

31 August 1964 DDP 4-458]

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Cuban Consulate and Embassy in Mexico City.

3 September 1964 DDP 4-4600 [Document No. 50, List 2]

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.

1356]

1443]

Subject: OSWALD Documents Supplies by the Cuban Government.

[Copy to the FBI]

14 September 1964 DDP 4-4775 [Commission Document No.

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Length of Time Required for Obtaining Soviet
Tourist Visas in Wester Europe in 1964.

11 September 1964 DDP 4-4793

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.

Subject: Publication of Documents Furnished to the
Commission by the Central Intelligence Agency.

11 September 1964 DDP 4-4794 [Commission Document No.

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Certain Questions Posed by the State Depart-
ment Files. (Revised) (Attachment to CD No. 1479)
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‘11 September 1964 DDP 4-4795 [Commission Document No."1479]

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Soviet Hunting Societies. (Revised)
(Attachment to CD No. 1479.)

11 September 1964 DDP 4-4796 [Commission Document No. 1479]
Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.

Subject: Length of Time Required for Obtaining Soviet
Tourist Visas in Helsinki and Stockholm, 1964.

15 September 1964 DDP 4-4801 [Commission Document No. 1493]
Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Information Concerning Jack RUBY (aka Jack
RUBENSTEIN) and His Associates. -

17 September 1964 DDP 4-4823
Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Hours of Work at Cuban and Soviet Consulates;

Procedure and Regulations for Issuance of Cuban Visas;

Mexican Control of U.S. Citizens' Travel to and from
Cuba.

17 September 1964 DDP 4-4838

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: State Department Files.

17 September 1964 DDP 4-4893

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN. .
Subject: Valeriy Vladimirovich KOSTIKOV.

17 September 1964 DDP 4-4841
Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Lee Harvey OSWALD. (Regarding Agency approval

for the publication of memorandum, dated 2 July 1964,
concerning Lee Harvey OSWALD. Not authorized.)
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18 September 1964 DDP 4-4847

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: COmmunications from the Department of State.

18 September 1964 DDP 4-4848
Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Departure from the USSR of Soviet Citizens
Married to Foreigners.

18 September 1964 DDP 4-4850

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Passport and Visa Office.

18 September 1964 DDP 4-4873

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Intourist Hotels in Moscow.

18 September 1964 DDP 4-4882
Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.

Subject: Technical Examination of Photographs of Lee
Harvey OSWALD's Application for a Cuban Visa.

18 September 1964 DDP 4-4886

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Resettlement of U.S. Defectors in the USSR.

22 September 1964 DDP 4-4921

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Silvia Tirado Bazan de DURAN.

17 September 1964 DDP 4-4922

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Eusebio AZQUE [sic - AZCUE] - Former Cuban

Consul, Mexico City.
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18 September 1964 © DDP 4-4952

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Lee Harvey OSWLAD. (Information regarding
OSWALD's stay in Helsinki.)

18 September 1964 DDP 4-4953

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Identification of Persons Appearing in FBI
Photograph No. D 33-46 (Commission Exhibit No. 2625).

1 October 1964 DDP 4-5110 [Commission Document No. 1532]

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Joachim JOESTEN.
[Copies to FBI, I&NS, State]

13 October 1964 DDP 4-5275

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Publication of Documents Furnished to the
Commission by the Central Intelligence Agency.

16 October 1964 DDP 4-5334/1

Memorandum for The President's Committee on the Warren

Commission Report.
Subject: CIA's Role in the Support of Presidential
Foreign Travel.

20 October 1964 DDP 4-5341 [Commission Document No. 1545]

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Information Developed on the Activity of Lee
Harvey OSWALD in Mexico City.

29 October 1964 DDP 4-5558

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Transmittal of OCR Publication: "Foreign

Press Reaction to the Warren Report", and Follow-Up
Report, dated 22 October 1964.
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AGENCY DISSEMINATIONS TO THE FBI ET AL REGARDING RUMORS AND

ALLEGATIONS REGARDING PRESIDENT KENNEDY ASSASSINATION.

10 October 1963 DIR 74673

Lee Harvey OSWALD, Contact with Soviet Embassy, Mexico
City, 1 October 1963.
Recipients: FBI, I&NS, State, White House.

23 November 1963 DIR 84915

Information relating to telephone call on 28 September
1963 to Soviet Embassy in Mexico City.
Recipient: FBI.

25 November 1963 DIR 84950

Subject: Silvia T. DURAN, Mexican Employee of the
Cuban Embassy [sic - Consulate] in Mexico City:
Contact with Lee Harvey OSWALD.

Recipient: FBI.

25 November 1963 DIR 84951

CIA requests information relating to OSWALD's ac-
tivities in Mexico City (from FBI interrogation
of OSWALD).

Recipient: FBI.

26 November 1963

Subject: Reported Anonymous Telephone Message.
Recipient: FBI.:

26 November 1963 CSCI-3/778,826

Subject: Lee Harvey OSWALD, Suspected Assassin of
President Kennedy. Encloses transcripts of tele-
phone calls made on 27 and 28 September and 1 and

3 October 1963.
Recipient: FBI.
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26 November 1963 CSCI-3/778,829

Subject: Same as above.

(Comment: This dissemination may be identical with
CSCI-3/778,826. The above CSCI number appears to

be the correct one, according to a copy of the docu-
ment in CI/SIG file no. 568.)

Recipient: FBI.

26 November 1963 DIR 85069

Subject: Travel of Pro-Communist Costa Rican Congress-
man to Texas on 26 November 1963.

Representatives of this Agency in Costa Rica suspect
that Julio SUNOL Leal, pro-Communist, pro-Castro deputy
to the Costa Rican Nat1ona1 Assemb]y, will try to
gather data in Texas to use in pro-communist-pro-Castro
propaganda in connection with the assassination of
President Kennedy.

Recipient: FBI.

26 November 1963 BIR 85089

Gilberto ALVARADO, a professed Castroite Nicaraguan,
stated to U.S. Embassy in Mexico City on 26 November
1963 [sic - 25 November 1963] that "on 18 September
1963 he saw Lee Harvey OSWALD receive six thousand
five hundred dollars in a meeting inside the Cuban
Embassy in Mexico City."

Recipients: FBI, State, White House; Secret Service
received a copy. [Warren Commission]

26 November 1963 DIR 85176

Subject: Marina Nikolaevna OSWALD (information volun-
teered on Marina OSWALD by Moroccan student Mohamed
REGGAB studying in West Germany).

Recipients: FBI, State, White House; Secret Serv1ce
received copy.

26 November 1963 DIR 85177

Subject: Telephone Communication between Duban Presi-
dent DORTICOS and Joaquin HERNANDEZ Armas, Cuban Am-
bassador to Mexico.

Recipients: FBI, State, White House; Secret Service
received copy.

34

SEGRET



14-00000

SEGRET.

26 November 1963 Unnumbered

Subject: HUNTER Report No. 10815.
Recipient: FBI.

26 November 1963 Unnumbered

Subject: HUNTER Report No. 10816.
Recipient: FBI.

26 November 1963 Unnumbered

Subject: Passage of IN 68291 from Mexico City to the
White House. (OSWALD's reported presence in Mexico
City on 18 September 1963.)

Recipient: FBI.

27 November 1963 CSCI-3/778,881

Subject: Lee Harvey OSWALD, Soviet Activities in
Mexico City, 18 - 24 November 1963.
Recipient: FBI.

27 November 1963 DIR 85182

Subject: Lee Harvey OSWALD. On 23 November, Richard
Thomas GIBSON, an American living in Switzerland, who
was acquainted with OSWALD, made statements regarding
latter to a close friend in Bern. '
Recipients: FBI, State, White House; Secret Service
received copy. [Warren Commission]

27 November 1963 DIR 85196

According to information from Nicaraguan Security
Service, Gilberto ALVARADO Ugarte was a Nicaraguan
intelligence source from 1962 to August 1963.
Recipients: FBI, State, White House; Secret Service
received copy.

27 November 1963 DIR 85199
Information solicited from Gilberto ALVARADQ Ugarte.

Recipients: FBI, State, White House; Secret Service
received copy. [Warren Commission]
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27 November 1963 DIR 8k222

Subject: Silvia T. DURAN, Mexican Employee of the Cuban
Embassy [sic - Consulate] in Mexico City, contact with
Lee Harvey OSWALD.

Recipient: FBI.

26 November 1963 DIR 85246

Dr. Jose GUILLERMO Aguirre of Mexico reports information
regarding Lee Harvey OSWALD.

Recipients: FBI, State, White House; Secret Service re-
ceived copy. (Also relayed to S. PAPICH of the FBI by
CI Staff on 27 November 1963.)

27 November 1963 DIR 85471

Subject: Rearrest of Silvia DURAN.
Recipients: FBI, State, White House.

27 November 1963 DIR 85573
Information from U.S. Ambassador MANN for Secretary of
State RUSK regarding Ambassador HERNANDEZ, Cuban Am-
bassador to Mexico, and Gilberto ALVARADO.
Recipients: FBI, State, White House.

27 November 1963 Unnumbered
Information on Arnesto RODRIGUEZ relayed by telephone

to S. PAPICH.
Recipient: FBI.

27 November 1963 Unnumbered
Information regarding photographic coverage of Cuban
and Soviet Embassies in Mexico City passed to S. PAPICH
of the FBI.
Recipient: FBI.

28 November 1963 DIR 85657

on 26 November a British journalist named John WILSON-
HUDSON gave information to the American Embassy in
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London indicating that an "American gangster type named )
RUBY" visited Cuba around 1959.
Recipients: FBI, State, White House.

28 November 1963 DIR 85662

Further interrogation of Gilberto ALVARADO Ugarte. ]
Recipients: FBI, State, White House. [Warren Commission]

28 November 1963 DIR 85665

The Hague Station reports that on 23 November 1963,

a local Castroite named Maria SNETHLAGE talked to

Third Secretary Ricardo SANTOS of the Cuban Embassy.
SNETHLAGE claimed she knew the Mr. Lee [sic] who
murdered President Kennedy.

Recipients: FBI, State, White House; Secret Service -
received copy. [Warren Commission]

29 November 1963 CSCI-3/778,893

Subject: Interrogation of Silvia Tirado de DURAN and

Horacio DURAN Navarro.
Recipient: FBI.

29 November 1963 DIR 85666
Acting upon an FBI request, the Agency requests ALVARADO
be turned over to Mexican authorities for additional
interrogation.
Recipients: FBI, State, White House. [Warren Commission]
29 November 1963 DIR 85668

Highlights from the interrogation of Horacio DURAN Navarro
and his wife, Silvia Tirado de DURAN.
Recipients: FBI, State, White House.

29 November 1963 DIR 85670

Sensitive sources . . . have reported that when the
23 November arrest of Silvia DURAN became known to
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the personnel of the Cuban Embassy there was a great deal
of discussion.
Recipients: FBI, State, White House. [Warren Commission]

29 November 1963 DIR 85691

Series of anonymous telephone calls to the office of the
Naval Attache in Canberra, Australia, by a man claiming
to have knowledge about a Soviet plot to assassinate
President Kennedy.

Recipients: FBI, State, White House; Secret Service re-
ceived copy.

29 November 1963 DIR 85714

Release of Silvia DURAN for second time on 28 November.
Recipients: FBI, State, White House; Secret Service
received copy.

29 November 1963 DIR 85744

Interrogation of Gilberto ALVARADO Ugarte.
Recipients: FBI, State, White House; Secret Service
received copy.

29 November 1963 DIR 85758

Translation of interrogation of Silvia DURAN and
Horacio DURAN Navarro.

Recipients: FBI, State, White House; Secret Service
received copy. [Warren Commission]

29 November 1963 DIR 85770
Series of incidents which have produced a report
alleging advance information on assassination.

Recipients: FBI, State, White House; Secret Service
received copy. [Warren Commission]

29 November 1963 Unnumbered memorandum
Telephone contact with S. PAPICH concerning rumor

that OSWALD had made a bank deposit.
Recipient: FBI.
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30 November 1963 CsCI-3/778.894

Subject: Article in 29 November 1963 issue of Washington
Post suggesting two men involved in assassination.
Recipient: FBI.

30 November 1963 DIR 86063

Gilberto ALVARADO Ugarte Admits his story a fabrication.
Recipients: FBI, State, White House. [Warren Commission]

3 December 1963 DIR 86496

Information relating to OSWALD's presence in Mexico.
Recipient: FBI.

7 December 1963 DIR 87667 -

Re-interrogation of Gilberto ALVARADO concluded.
Recipient: FBI. [Warren Commission]

9 December 1963 DIR 87731

Richard BEYMER, American movie actor, in touch with
Cuban Embassy, Mexico City.
Recipient: FBI.

9 December 1963 DIR 87796

Letter mailed in Stockholm on 25 November 1963 alleging
assassination arranged by Communist Chinese.
Recipients: FBI, State, White House; Secret Service
received copy. [Warren Commission]

9 December 1963 Unnumbered Memorandum

Telephone contact with S. PAPICH regarding identity of

a source who claims plot to assassinate Kennedy prepared
and executed jointly by the Communist Chinese and Cubans
through intermediaries. (See JMWAVE 8658, IN 75902.)
Recipient: FBI.

12 December 1963 CSCI-3/779,048
Subject: WILSON, Carlos John (also: WILSON-HUDSON,

John; WILSON, John Hudson.)
Recipient: FBI.

39

SECRET

1



14-00000

12

12

12

13

16

18

18

27

SECRET

December 1963 DIR 88643
Subject: Letter Relative to Assassination of President
Kennedy Sent to United States Embassy in Costa Rica.
Recipients: FBI, State, White House. [Warren Commission]

December 1963 DIR 88682
Cuban Ambassador to France received instructions not
to comment upon the assassination.
Recipients: FBI, State, White House.

December 1963 DIR 88747
Subject: Second Interrogation of Silvia DURAN.
Recipients: FBI, State, White House.

December 1963 CSCI-3/779,136
Subject: Mexican Interrogation of Gilberto ALVARADO.
Recipient: FBI. [Warren Commission]

December 1963 £SCI1-3/779,135
Subject: Peter DERYABIN's Comments on Kennedy Assassination.
Recipient: FBI.

December 1963 DIR 89970
Further Information on Richard Thomas GIBSON.
Recipients: FBI, State, White House; Secret Service
received copy. [Warren Commission]

December 1963 DIR 89980
Subject: Actions of Silvia DURAN after her first
interrogation.
Recipients: FBI, State, White House; Secret Service
received copy. [Warren Commission]

December 1963 CSC1-3/779,297

Subject: Assassination of President Kennedy (arranged
by the Cuban Government and the Communist Chinese).
Recipient: FBI.
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3 January 1964 Unnumbered Memorandum

Telephone contact with S. PAPICH on 3 January 1964
regarding newspaper article appearing in El1 Caribe
on 27 November 1963 and possible connection with
ALVARADO's interview in the U.S. Embassy on 26 No-
vember,

Recipient: FBI.

10 January 1964 CSCI-3/779,482

Subject: Second Mexican Interrogation of Silvia
DURAN.
Recipient: FBI. [Warren Commission]

27 January 1964 CSCI-3/779,729

Subject: Possible Relatives of Marina Nikolayevna
OSWALD.
Recipient: FBI.

30 January 1964 CSCI-3/778,814

Subject: Jack L. RUBY, Lee Harvey OSWALD.
Recipient: FBI.

4 February 1964 CsCI-3/779,817

Subject: Lee Harvey OSWALD. (Information on names,
addresses, and telephone numbers relating to the
Soviet Union.)

Recipient: FBI.

18 February 1964 DDP 4-0860

Memorandum for the Director, Federal Bureau of
Investigation.

Subject: Assassination of John F. Kennedy.

("In connection with our efforts to assist the
President's Commission on the Assassination of
President Kennedy by providing information which
might be helpful in interpreting available ma-
terials relating to OSWALD's activities abroad,

a
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we have considered the entry with regard to attempted
suicide. We consider this entry as being of consider-
able importance and one which might be subject to
verification.")

Recipient: FBI. [Copy to Warren Commission]

18 February 1964 DDP 4-0861
Memorandum for the Director, Federal Bureau of
Investigation.
Subject: Assassination of President John F. Kennedy.
(". . . 47 photographs which were among the effects of
Lee Harvey OSWALD, . . . . It appears that most of

the photographs were taken in the USSR and depict
Soviet contacts of OSWALD or scenes in the Soviet
Union.")

Recipient: FBI. [Copy to Warren Commission] -

18 February 1964 DDP 4-0862

Memorandum for the Chief, United States Secret Service.
Subject: Assassination of President John F. Kennedy.
(Verification of entry in "Historic Diary" relating to
OSWALD's attempted suicide.)

Recipient: Secret Service. [Copy to Warren Commission]

18 February 1964 DDP 4-0864

Memorandum for Mr. Thomas L. Hughes, The Director of
Intelligence and Research, Department of State.
Subject: Assassination of President John F. Kennedy -
Verification of Entry in "Historic Diary".

Recipient: State. [Copy to Warren Commission]

20 February 1964 €SCI-3/779,988
Subject: Lee Harvey OSWALD. (Information regarding
Annette SETYAEVNA and Lillie May RAHM.)
Recipient: FBI.
22 February 1964 DIR 03101
Subject: Further Information Provided by Moroccan

Student Mohamed REGGAB.
Recipient: White House (attention Secret Service.)
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11 March 1964 CSCI-3/780,344

Subject: Summary of Findings in Regard to Allegations
by Mohamed REGGAB Relative to Marina OSWALD.
Recipient: FBI.

20 March 1964 CSCI-3/780,612

Subject: Assassination of President John F. Kennedy.
(Photograph of an individual closely resembling
OSWALD.)

Recipient: FBI.

16 April 1964 CSCI-3/780,881

Subject: Assassination of President John F. Kennedy.
(Information regarding Lydia DYMITRUK.)
Recipient: FBI.

8 May 1964 DDP 4-2351

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Marina OSWALD's Notebook.

Recipient: Copy of attachment forwarded to FBI.
[Warren Commission]

11 May 1964 CSCI-3/781,172

Subject: Lee Harvey OSWALD. (Traces on Soviet names,
addresses, and telephone numbers from an address book
belonging to Marina OSWALD.)

Recipient: FBI.

13 May 1964 CsSCI-3/781,282

Subject: Lee Harvey OSWALD. (Identification of
photographs sent to CIA by FBI.)
Recipient: FBI.

15 May 1964

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Role of Cuban Intelligence Service in Processing
Visa Applicants; Reaction of the Service to the Assassi-

nation of President Kennedy.
Recipient: FBI. [Warren Commission]
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5 June 1964 CSCI-3/781,543

Subject: Lee Harvey OSWALD. (Use of Machine Colla-
tion Program to Check Qut Cubans Mentioned in Letter
of 27 November 1963 from Mario del ROSARIA Milina.)
Recipient: FBI.

10 June 1964 CSCI-3/781,841

Subject: Information Concerning Jack RUBY.
Recipient: FBI.

29 June 1964 CsCI1-3/782,085

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: Investigation of Allegation that OSWALD was

in Tangier, Morocco. -
Recipient: FBI. [Warren Commission]

2 July 1964 DDP 4-3401

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
(Remarks made by Soviet Consul Pavel Antonovich YATSKOV.)
Recipient: FBI. [Warren Commission]

27 August 1964 CSCI-316/00856-64
Subject: No Indication of Subject's Defection Having

Been Used for Propaganda by the Cuban Government.
Recipient: FBI. [Warren Commission]

3 September 1964 DDP 4-4600

Memorandum from Richard HELMS, DDP, to J. Lee RANKIN.
Subject: OSWALD Documents Supplied by the Cuban
Government.

Recipient: FBI. [Warren Commission]

6 October 1964 CSCI-316/01446-64
Subject: VIADUCT Interview on 9 September 1964; His

Comments on Seven Photographs Forwarded by the FBI.
Recipient: FBI.
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23 December 1964 CSCI-316/02545-64

Subject: Allegation of Unidentified Scientist of
Cuban Involvement in Assassination.
Recipient: FBI.

2 March 1965 CSCI-316/00925-65
Subject: Marvin KANTOR, Possible Connection with
Investigation of Lee Harvey and Marina OSWALD.
Recipient: FBI.

30 June 1965 CSCI-316/02654-65
Subject: Silvia DURAN.
Recipient: FBI.

2 September 1966 CSCI-316/04482-66
Subject: Rima ZMITROOK, Lee Harvey OSWALD's In-
tourist Guide in Moscow.
Recipient: FBI.

14 June 1967 CSCI-316/03243-67

Subject: Allegation of Oscar COUNTRERAS, Mexican
Newsman, That OSWALD Visited UNAM Campus Shortly
After the Cuban Embassy Refused Him a Visa to
Visit Cuba. CONTRERAS' Statement of Dubious
Tredibility; Information Passed to Mexican au-
thorities.

MEMORANDUM SUBMITTED BY CIA TO THE WARREN ;~~“"
COMMISSION ON RUMORS AND ALLEGATIONS RE- m
LATING TO THE PRESIDENT'S ASSASSINATION ES

31 January 1964

Subject: Information Developed by CIA on the
Activity of Lee Harvey OSWALD in Mexico City,
28 September - 3 October 1963.
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‘SECRET

5 March 1964

Subject: Summary of Findings in Regard to Allegations
by Mohammed REGGAB Relative to Marina OSWALD.

18 March 1964

Subject: Article Alleging that OSWALD was interviewed
by CIA in Moscow.

. 31 March 1964 DDP 4-1655

Subject: Reports on Activities and Travel of Lee Harvey
OSWALD and Marina Nikolevna OSWALD.
Enclosures include the following:
Teletype Message No. 87515, 29 November 1963 -
paragraph g - Marina SNETHLAGE.
Teletype Message No. 85182, 22 November 1963 -
Remarks made by Richard Thomas GIBSON.
Teletype Message No. 85665, 28 November 1963 -
Remarks Made by Maria SNETHLAGE and Third
Secretary Ricardo SANTOS of the Cuban Em-
bassy in The Hague.

3 April 1964 DDP 4-1699
Subject: Richard Thomas GIBSON.

o

7 April 1964 DDP 4-1784
Subject: Mohammed REGGAB.
4 May 1964 DDP 4-2256

Subject: Additional Information on Lee Harvey OSWALD.
“"A survey of Agency files indicates that all . . .
information known to the Agency on OSWALD's association
(with communists or criminals, either in United States
or abroad) has been made available to the Commission.”

8 May 1964 DDP 4-2351

Subject: Marina OSWALD's Notebook.

(Compilation of traces on what appear to be Soviet
names, addresses, and telephone numbers from an ad-
dress book identified by Marina OSWALD as belonging
to her.)
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SECRET

15 May 1964

Subject: Role of the Cuban Intelligence Service in
Processing Visa Applicants; Reaction of that Service
to the Assassination of President Kennedy. :

19 May 1964 DDP 4-2534

Subject: Allegations of PFC Eugene B. DINKIN, U.S.
Army, Relative to Assassination Plot Against Presi-
dent Kennedy.

22 May 1964 DDP 4-2624

Subject: Anonymous Telephone Calls to United States
Embassy in Canberra, Australia; Relative to Planned
Assassination of President Kennedy. -

27 May 1964 DDP 4-2688

Subject: Letter Accusing the Chinese Communists of
Plotting the Assassination of President Kennedy.
(Comment: Letter received at U.S. Embassy, Stockholm.)

1 June 1964 DDP 4-2741

Subject: Gilberto ALVARADO Ugarte.

Enclosures: Qut Teletype No. 85089, 26 November 1963.
Out Teletype No. 85199, 27 November 1963.
Qut Teletype No. 85662, 28 November 1963.
Out Teletype No. 85666, 28 November 1963.
OQut Teletype No. 86063, 30 November 1963.
Qut Teletype No. 87667, 7 December 1963.
Memorandum, 12 December 1963, Interroga-

tion of Gilberto ALVARADC.

3 June 1964 DDP 4-2769

Subject: Documents on Lee Harvey QSWALD Furnished by
the Soviet Government.

4 June 1964 DDP

Subject: Information Developed on the Activity of
Lee Harvey OSWALD in Mexico City.

47

.SECRET,
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| SEGRET

10 June 1964

Subject: Information Concerning Jack RUBY (aka Jack
RUBENSTEIN) and His Associates.

12 June 1964
Subject: Letter Relative to Assassination of
President Kennedy sent to United States Embassy
in Costa Rica.

29 June 1964 DDP 4-3347

Subject: Investigation of Allegation that OSWALD
was in Tangier, Morocco.

2 July 1964 DDP 4-3401 -
Subject: Lee Harvey OSWALD.

28 August 1964 DDP 4-4479
Subject: Konstantin Petrovich SERGIEVSKY.

15 September 1964 DDP 4-4808

Subject: Information Concerning Jack RUBY (aka Jack
RUBENSTEIN) and His Associates.

17 September 1964 DDP 4-4839

Subject: Valeriy Vladimirovich KOSTIKOV.
17 September 1964 DDP 4-4922

Subject: Eusebio AZQUE - Former Cuban Consul, Mexico City.
18 September 1964 DDP 4-4953

Subject: Identification of Persons Appearing in FBI
Photograph No. D 33-46 (Commission Exhibit No. 2625).
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MEXICO CITY COVERAGE OF OSWALD VISIT
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SCERET SENgITR

Intelligence Sources on QOswald's Visit
to Mexico City in 1963

1: ﬁ}m‘ j%ﬁ!eraﬂ Coverage: s

From the time the Mexico Station was opened[in April
194f}unt11 the arrival of Mr. Win Scott as Chief of Station[ino7
195%} the Station had developed a support apparatus to exploit
leads from the Soviet Embassy in Mexico City. This umbrella
type project (LIPSTICK) consisted of multi-line phone taps, three
photographic sites, a mobile surveillance team and a mail inter-
cept operation. -

Telephone taps (LIFEAT) were placed byﬁén emplgige of
the local telephone company who waE]hand]ed by a Station case
officer. The number of lines tapped was limited only by the avail-
ability of a listening post nearby and the availability of language
(English, Spanish, Soviet, Polish, Czech, etc.) transcribers.
Generally, these were Mexican or Mexican-American recruited agents.

Three photographic sites were handled by a Station case
officer assisted by technicians on TDY from Headquarters who
advised the Station on the best types of cameras, films, and con-
cealment devices. These operations had sub-crypts under project
LIPSTICK (namely: LIMITED, LILYRIC and LICALLA). LIMITED was a
fixed site directly opposite the Soviet Embassy (across the

street) which had both a vehicle and a pedestrian entrance. The

E2 IMPDET
CL BY 004645
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gate to the Soviet Embassy was on the northwest corner of the
Soviet compound and the LIMITED site was diagonally across a
double Taned street on the southeast corner of that block (See
attached diagram). LIMITED was the first photo base and opera-
ted strictly on an experimental basis in the early stages. This
base, however, was closed when the Station received word that the
photograph of the "unidentified man" was being released by the
Warren Commission. LILYRIC was an alternate photographic base.

It was located in an upper story of an apartment building on the
same side of the street as the LIMITED site byt in the middle of
the b]bck south. It had a planted view of the front gate of the
Soviet Embassy. LICALLA, the third photographic site, was located
in one of a row of four houses on the south side of the Soviet
Embassy compound. This site overlooked the back garden of the
Soviet Embassy compound. The purpose of this operation was to get
good identification photographs of Soviet personnel. The three
photographic sites were managed by a recruited agent who was a |
Mexican citizen, the son of an American mother and Mexican father
(deceased). This agent collected the film from the LIMITED and
LILYRIC sites three times a week. The film was then.dev1eoped and
printed into 8 x 10 contact print strips. LICALLA film was ori-
ginally processed in the Station but in early[fggg} due to the
resignation of a technician, this film like that of LIMITED and

LILYRIC was processed on the outside by a recruited agent.

I
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Mobile surveillance was conducted by two American
staff officers. These two officers organized a surveillance
team of six recruited agents which used late model cars and a
panel truck for surveillance. The team could be activated by
radio from the LIMITED site whenever someone of interest left
the gate of the Soviet Embassy. These agents were aware of
the LIMITED site since they had been issued LIMITED photographs
for identification purposes.

The Station also conducted a[@ni?ﬁ%ardﬂ mail intercept

-

operation, LIBIGHT, which was handled by an American case officer.

E recruited Mexican agent:’u\ﬂho had a semi-official statusl obtained

selected letters from a sub-agent employed by thénﬁ;xican postal

systemi]

. 24
Z. [L1 ai son_\Coverage:

241

[Liaiso@}coverage was unreliable and insecure as charac-

terized by the nature of the Mexicanzferviceglat that time. The
Mexican Direction of Federal Security (DFS),Eﬁth whicﬁ}&e con-

ducted 1iaison;]was a hip-pocket group run out of the Mexican

Ministry nf Government. This Ministry was principally occupied

with political investigations and control of foreigners. Their

agents were cruel and corrupt.(:; Station officeraitained a number

of them in name tracing and travel control.

((In 1958, at the instigation Bf a Mexican official, a

joint telephone tap operation came into existence. The operatioqﬁ

SECRET . SENSHTHF
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(gﬁich became known as LIENVOY:Z;is run by a Mexican officgfﬂ
The listening post had 30 lines connected at one time. The
transcription room was staffed by[ﬁgxicah Armijgfficergs In
1961,/ because of mismanagemé%% by the Mexican principa]§21
the Station Chief, himself, became the project case officer.

A Station officer assisted him in the daily supervision of the
listening post and in picking up the transcripts and the tapes.
There was also an American technician inside the listening post.

3. Oswald Coverage: N

In mid-1962,[ihe Mexican officeri?;‘charge of LIENVOY
(the jbint tap operation) asked the American officer at the
LIENVOY listening\post for the telephone numbers of the Soviet,
Cuban and Satellite Embassies in[égticipation of:gggsible coverQ
ag521 The Station immediate]y[é?sconnected all of the‘%ﬁ#]atera]
telephone taps on these Embassies so that they would not be dis-
covered when the Mexicans hooked up their taps. The Mexicénse~x
soon thereafter connected five Cuban lines, five Soviet 1ines:V
three Czech lines, two Polish lines, and one Yugoslav line. At
the listening post, a live monitor made short summaries of con-
versations of interest which were then included in a dai]y re-
sume for the Chief of Station. Later, when a reel was completely
recorded, full transcripts were typed and passed to the Station;
however, there was usually a time lag of a day or two. Reels

which contained Russian or a language other than Spanish or
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English were taken to another location for translation and
typing. Mr. Boris Tarasoff did the Russian translations but
because of the volume of Russian conversations, the trans-
lations usually ran about a week behind the date of the con-
versation. All transcripts were made in either Spanish or
English since the Chief of Station could read only these two
languages and because he personally screened the transcripts
for operational leads.

As soon as the Station learned that an American iden-
tifying himself as Lee Oswald phoned the Soviet Embassy, Miss
Ann Goodpasture of the Station started screening all photographs.
However, here again, there was a backlog because the photographs
were picked up three times a week, but those picked up were usually
for dates a few days before since the technician who was proces-
sing the film did so on a night-time basis. Further, photographs
were not made initially until a complete roll of film was used.
Later this was changed and the operator cleared the camera at the
end of each day regardless of amount of unused film remaining.
The instructions were to cover the entire work day (office hours)
and to photograph all Soviets, their families, all foreigners,
and cars with foreign license plates. Human error did occur but
generally the agents were conscientious. The Cuban Embassy cover-

age had more sophisticated equipment using a pulse camera which

frequently developed mechanical difficulties.
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Oswald came to the attention of the listening post
operators from a tap of the Soviet line. It was picked up and
taken to Mr. Boris Tarasoff for translation because the caller
was trying to speak in Russian. There was some delay because
Station personnel waited to review the photographs coincidentally
with the typed transcript.

4. Airport Coverage:

This is discussed at Tab B. -
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SELECTED NEWSPAPER STORIES WITH COMMENTS
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In the course of the research effort leading to this general

report, there were newspaper stories relating to the assassination

of President Kennedy and to CIA. Some of these appear to have been

based on specially designed stories emanating from the House Select

Committee on Assassinations. At the time of their appearance they

were the subject of comments prepared in CIA. These newspaper

stories and the comments are attached.

The following newspaper stories and comments are listed below:

Tab

Tab

Tab

Tab

Tab

Tab

Tab

Tab

G.1

G.2

G.3

G.4
G.5

G.6

G.7

G.8

-

Jack Anderson column on 6 May 1977 alleging
CIA activity in Dallas, Texas in 1963.

Jack Anderson column on 20 January 1977
alleging that CIA is tied to a false Oswald
story.

Norman Kempster story on 1 January 1977
alleging that CIA withheld data on Oswald.

Clare Booth Luce involvement with Cuban exiles.

Ronald Kessler story on 26 November 1976
alleging CIA withheld details of Oswalid tele-
phone calls, with report on handling of documents.

John Goshko story on 13 November 1976 alleging
that Oswald told the Cubans of his plan to kill
Kennedy.

Tabloid Midnight story on 2 August 1976
regarding CIA and Castro.

Washington Post story on 1 October 1976 concerning

CIA consideration of possibly interviewing
Lee Harvey Oswald in 1960.
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HEMORATISUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence
VIA : Deputy Director of Central Intelligcence

FROM : Jona H. Waller
Inspector General

SUBJECT ¢ Jack Anderson 6 May 1977 Column Entitled
"0dd CIA Activity in Dallas in 1963"

REFERENCE : OLC Memorandum for Director of Central
Intelligence - OLC 77-1816 (attached)

1. Action Requested: None, for information only.

2. Background: The attached Jack Anderson column is a
mixture of some Tact and error. At Teast portions of it seem
to have been leaked by someone connected with the House Select

Committee on Assassinations.

3. Factual information on matters covered in the article
follows:

a. "Alphe 66 was an anti-Castro Cuban Exile
Organization. Antonio Veciana was one of its
founders. Veciana contacted the Agency on three
occasions Tor assistance in an assassination plot
against Castro (December 1960; July 1962 and April
1966). On each occasion he was turnad down. The
Agency had no responsibility for or sponsorship of
Alpha 66.

b. Veciana was registered in tha Inter-Service
Registry by the U.S. Army for the period Hovenber
1962 to July 1966 at which time he was terminated
without prejudice.

c¢. Veciana reportedly collaborated with a Cuban
Governmant Intelligence Qfficer, Guillermo Ruiz, in
connection with Alpha 66 activities. Ruiz is marcied
o a cousin of Vegiana.

B2, HIPDOY

CLOY (hoo
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d. Anderson attempls 1o connoech oie Mor
Bishop with CIA in Dallas: naewspaners in !

have tried to identify Bishop with our DCD r

sentative in Dallas, Mr. J. Yalton Moore. Ac
cording to our records, no Agency officers ever

used tha nam2 of Horris Bishop as an alias. Mo

one namad Morris Bishop was ever empioyed by tne
Agency.

e. The FBI identified the three men who
visited Mrs. Odio. Lee Harvey Oswald was not
one of them. The Warren Commission was satis-
fied that Oswald could not have been in Dallas

at the time of the visit.

e feim- )
3—-‘3‘?:%‘: ;‘“! .

John H. Valler

Attachment - 1

Distribution:
Original -

vl e ] e ovad o td il
{

0IG/J.L.Leader

Director of Central Intelligence w/att.

Deputy Director of Central Intelligence w/att.
Assistant to the Directer (Public Affairs) w/att.
Office of Legislative Ccunsel w/att.

Office of General Counsel w/att.

Executive Registry w/att

IG Subject w/att. |

IG Chrono w/att.
J.L.Leader Chrono w/att,,.—

-
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Dﬂu ClA Aifii vity i Dal

The secret ﬂles of the House Assas- .
sinations Cormittee contain repocts of
strange CIA activities in Dallas on the
eve of the Jmm F Keruwd y a»sassma—
tion. - . e

Credible w;tnw,es have connrmed
~ our past reports that the accused assas-~
" sin, Lee Harvey Oswald, was in touch "

~.thh anti-Castro Cubans ln Dallas. One
confidential report states that “in 1533, .
QOswald was seen leaving the Dallas of-:)7-

fice of Alpha 68 This was a Cuban

commando group trained by the CIA. -

A Cuban CIA operative, Antonio Ve

ciana, also ‘told investigators that he .
had been summoned to Dallas in Au-,
gust. 1563, by his CIA contact—a myste.”

rious man who went by ths name of
Morris Bishop. States a coufideutial
summary: “When (Vecianu) arrived, "
Bishop was accomnamed Sy anolher
' man, Lee Harvey Cswald”

Another witness who mmrmsed fhﬁ .

fnvestigators, Sylvia Odio, told them
that two anti-Castro Cubans had intro-
duced her to an American by thename
of Leon Oswald. She was told that Os-
wald was trying “ito cosvince anti-
Castro Cuban groups. . .10 kil Presi-
dent Kenpady.” After the assassina-
tion, she recognized this Axnencan as
Lee Harvey QOswald.

The House investigators don’t remly
beliave that the CIA had any part Ia
the murder of President Kennedy.
More likely, they suspect the CIA may
nave tried to cover up some embar-
rassing contacts with Cswald in Dallas.

Ia any.case, the CIA took pains to
glve tha Impression toat Oswald was in
‘\ex.co C’ty at the time that wiknesses
claimed he was ‘dealing. with the ClA-
guided Cubans in Dallas. Veciana, for
exaiuole, told of a strange call he re-

"eived IromhlsCL ‘contact afte rl{en-

_nedy was killed.

ihe CIA man, #orris Bishop, askad
Veciana to contact his couygin, Buils
lamo Ruiez, who worked for the Cuban
embassy-in Mexico City. Relates a con-
-fidentlal report: “Veciana was to relay
Bishop's offer to’ pay Ruiez a2nd his |
wife to say that they .xad met 'vxth Os-
wa\d in Mexico City.”.

.This not only would hav== pla«.ed (}s-
wald out of Dallas but would have
thrown suspicion on the Castro gov-
ernment. The ruse was later called off.
Instead, the CIA cited secret'tapes and
photographs a3 evidence that Cywald
had been in touch with both the Cuban

: and Soviet embassies in Mexico City.

" *fhe CIA Xept tapes of ali phone cails
gomg in and out of the two embassies. -
Photographs were also taxen of every-

" one entering aod leaving these embas-
sies. On Oct. 1, 1883, the CLA notified -
other US. embassics thatl “an Amert-

can imale, who identified himseifl as
Lee Oswald, contacted the Sovist Lm—
bassy in ‘,iexxco City.”
Oswald was descnbeﬂ in the cabie as
“approximately 35 years old, with an
atiletic build, about six feet tan with
a receding baiclip2” The comunities
files note that this “ia no way physi-
cally’ resembles the Les Harvey Os
wald accused o! assassinating Px 5]~
dent Kennedy.” *

The CIA souzgut photogr'xpns i"o.n
the *navy to compare with s pho-
tographs of Oswald at the Soviet cm-
bassy. Declares a cpmmittee repork
“These photographs, though obviously

‘not of the correct Lea Hrvey Oswald,

became the Warren Commission’s ox-
hibit 237, ‘The CiA admitted that there

oS-t S

. 0 -
l‘. {‘-1 .~§ {:} " ~ f} ....
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T
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f‘?”‘ 7

had besp 2 micup but never d el
tua mnatter upt’
£ Ci\ vitness has told Coamittes ! a-
vestivxions, reanwnile, taat the Cla)s
monitering camera happened 10 hreax
down on the day that Cswald allegediy
visited the Soviet Embassy. Bub bz
CIA tsp on the Soviet Tmbassy's phone
produced an aileged telephone cad
Lrom someona who ldeatified himsel!
_as "Leeieary Oswald
The CIA -witness claimed that the ue-
tual voice recording of the telenhonz
convarsation “was destroysd in vow

tine destructivn procedures aoproxi- -

mately one week after it was 1=
ceived” Yet more than seven weeks
later, the FBI claimed to have heavd
the telephone comversation that the

ClA said bad been destroyed. Th:
FE:I 3 juagment 'was that the voice did
not kuong 1o 0swalil

Wrote the late ¥BI du'°etor J. Edgar
Hcovur on Nov. 23, 1963 “The Central
Intelligence Agancy advised taat on

Oct. 1, 1563, an extremely sensiiive '

source had reported that an individual

‘indentified nimsel as YLes Oswald,

v,ho contacted the Soviet Lmhass,v in
Ie:uco Clty ;nqux:mg as 1O anYy mess
t’\. -
“Special aﬂen’fs of this bureau, who
have conversad with Oswald in ’f‘a}l:u
‘Tex., have cbhservett phologeapns of

F P S

fne individual referred to above and -

have listened to 2 recording of his

volce. Thesa special agents are of ihe

ouinion that the aboveselarredio in-

dividual was not Les Harvey Oswald”
The Houst investigators sve beyin-

ning ty wonder whetber the Ci\ con-

“eneted the whole Ozwald adventure Uy

Mexice City in aa attempt to concaay -

Eﬁ.; real activideyin Dallas,
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MEMORANDUM FGR:

FROM

SUBJECTS

S O R

Raymond A. Warren
Chief, Latin America Division

Identification of the
Anderson Column

Deputy Dircctor for Operations

Mr.

;,__:;_f ‘“_“/KJ&§ALchVL¢&_/
i T

) L T

A/COG/02L-77

X in the

Jack Anderson 20 January 1977 Column
Titled "CIA Tied to False Oswald Story"

1. The attached column, citing the testimony of a Mr. X,
alleges that a CIA agent tried to link Oswald to Cuban intelli-
There is, of course, no substance to
The column identifies the source as
Mr. X because of attempts on his life, but subsequently gives
enough information on Mr. X to establish his identity.

gence officers in Mexico.
the column's allegations.

2. According to the Anderson column, Mr.

* was first met

by his CIA contact in Havana before relations with U.S./Cuba were

severed.

Mr. X had helped to organize bank accountants to em-

bezzle Cuban government funds to finance anti-Castro causes.
Mr. X was reportedly recruited by a Morris Bishop (CIA contact),

to 'plan an attempt on Castro's life.

The plan was to fire a

bazooka from a nearby apartment building while Castro was deliver-

ing one of his marathon speeches.

According to the Anderson

column, the plot was discovéred by Castro's police and Mr. X

escaped to Miami.

Mr. X also reportedly tried to assassinate

Castro in Chile in 1971 in league with the Venezuclan Luils Posada
Carriles, who is now being detained in Caracas for the 6 October

Cubana airline bombing.

The Anderson column cnds with the report

that Mr. X worked for CIA until 1973 for expenscs, but ‘'was paid
$253,000 in cash by Morris Bishop when he was terminated.

1o
L Ay
RNy 3 5
IR | t/
ot al

WARNING NOTICE

SECRET

o e

o

,ifg* FTSENSTTIVE INTELLIGENCE SOURCES AND METHODS TNVOLVED

EZ 1IMPDET

CL BY

025251
LX - A
::-?/ ’!} .?"f'»'"-l
/




14-00000

3. From the above description of Mr. X, 1t 1s recasonably
ctear that Mr. X is Antonio Carlos VECIANA Blanch (201-312900).
VECIANA, an zt':;sist.'mt bank manager and past prestdent of a public
accountants dssociation in lavana, first contacted CTA 1in uuvan%fa
in Decdmber 1960 when he asked the C0OS, at that time ély:s AL Rool,
to help in an assassination plot against Castro. VECTANA dsked

“for visas for ten relatives of the four men assigned to kill Castro,

and also requested four MI rifles with adapters for grenades plus
eight grenades. The COS did not encourage VECIANA and subscquently
checked with an Embassy officer who reported that VECIANA had made
similar "wild-eycd" proposals to him. On 23 November 1961 the

Miami News published a report of an unsuccessful attempt by Antonio
VECIANA to kill Castro. VECIANA reportedly had arranged to
assassinate Castro and Cuban President Osvaldo Dorticos on 5 October
in Havana, but the bazooka he was using failed to firc.

4. There has been no Agency relation%hip with VECIANA. A
POA, which was granted for his use in para-military affairs in
January 1962, expired in November 1962. VECIANA was born on
4 October 1935 in Havana. He was a mcmber of the People's Revo-
lutionary Movement, an anti-Castro group in Cuba during 1960-61 , and
was one of the founders of Alphd—ﬁﬁ A certified public accountant
by trade, VECIANA was with A.I. in La Paz in 19068-72. VECTANA
was registered in ISR to the U.S. Army in November 1962 and he
was terminated without prejudice in July 1966. On 23 July 1962
VECIANA was interviewed, at his request, by Mr. Harry Real from
the DCD New York office. VECIANA asked Real to arrange a meeting
with a senior CIA officer to discuss Alpha-66's plans to assassinatc
Castro and to request CIA's assistance (U.S.$100,000; 10,000 Cuban
pesos; 48 hand grenades). There is no indication that this request
was ever acted upon by CIA. :

a3
“5. In April 1966 a LA Division officer, thn R. Luci% using
the alias John Livingston, met VECIANA in New York City. ‘he
meeting was arranged by a retired naval officer, James Cogswell,

who had informed Chief, Wl Division that he had information of valuc
concerning Cuba. When @hu arrived in New York City for the meeting
he was introduced by Cogswell to VECIANA. 1Hc immediately launched

a discussion of the Cuban pOlltlLdl situation and noted his strong
feeling that ‘the only solution ‘was the assassination of Castlo

@ﬁtﬁjadv1scd VECTANA that he was in no position to provide him with

assistance or cncourage him in an assassination attempt and was only
interested in gathering information which he thought was the purpose
of the meceting. VECIANA subsequently said that his roommate Felix
ZABALA, a Cyban refugee, had excellent contacts in Havana. It was
clear Lo @ycil however, VECIANA was attempting to use ZABALA poten-
tially to get Agency finanqial support for his organlization.

# -
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VECTANA suggested that §50,000 would be nceded to get his
activities off the ground. I,ﬁ‘xj indicated to VECIANA that” he
wvould look into the ZABALA waittcer and would probably arrange for
ZABALA to be "contacted in Pucrto Rico.

6. There is no indication in the file that any Agency officer
in contact with VECIANA ever used an alias Morris Bishop. There is
no Morris Bishop listed in true name in the DDO rolls. There was
never any contractual relationship with VECIANA and he was not
paid CIA funds.

7. On 11 January 1977 a sanitizcd copy of VECTANA's 201 [ilc

was made available to staffers from the Senate Select Committee on =~

Intelligence.

gienod

Rayrend A« Warred

Raymond A. Warren

Attachment

0
DDO/C/LA/COG/OPS \WJIDevineljs (9229) (21 January 1977)

- Distribution:

Orig § 1 - Addressce

. 1 - ADDO
1 - LA/COG/Chrono
2 - C/LAD
4) - 201-312966
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THE WASHINGTON POST

Wednesday. .Xam:ury 19,1977

kg

Jack Anderson and le

EL 3

Mlystery ¥

i A mystery witness has sworn to con-

gressional investizators that 2 Central
Intelligence Agency agent introduced
him to Lee Harvey Oswald in Dallas
three months before Qswald gunned
"down President Jonn F. '(e:medy

* The witness, whom w2 have agreed "
to identify oniy ag Mr. X because of at-
- tempts of his life, is the founder of a-
Cuban terrorist group that wor}\ed
- closely with the CIA. : -

The group held secret meetmgs at

- ‘ - 3126 Hoilandale in Dallas belore the as-

- sassinatign. Not long after Kennedy -
vias shot, a Dallas deputy sheriff was

. told by an informant that Oswaid had

- been associating with some Cubans at

) “3123 Harlendale.” . :
“ Mr. X's dramatic tesnmony casts

* new Hght on the story Sylvia Cdio, ..
.. daughter of a wealthy onponent of Cu-
~ban Premier Fidel Castro, told to the

FBL Two montks before the Rennedy -

killing, she related, she was visited in -
bker Dallas apariinent by three men

- who identifled themselves as fnends
" of her father.

One was introduced to her 28 “Leou
© (swald.” When she saw the picture ia
" the newspapers of the man who had
- shot Xennedy, she fainted from shock.
- It was the same Oswald, she was cer-
-$ain, who had visited her apartment.

. Congressiopal investigators have
-now leaned that the late J. Edgar

~I-'oover deiiberately misled the Wat-
- ren Commission about Odio’s mysteri-

" ous visitors. She was such a persnasive

-witness that the commission staff was
prepasing to mvatxvate her story .
thoroughly.

Stal! members even speculated ac-

c_o;dmg toone mtemal memo, thajc the . .

enforcement authoriti=s and the pub--
" lie would then blame the assassinaticn
on the Casiro government; and the call”’
“{ora for-.ekul overthrow would be irre- -
sxstlble :

- But Hcover abruptly bIoand thxs~

lme of inquiry by notifying the War- -
rea Commission on Sepi. 21, 1564, that
the FBI had lccated and identified
. Qdio’s _callers. He named them as
“Loran Hall, Lawrence Howard and .
- William Seymour, all anti-Castroites.
“Hoover even sugzested that Odio conld -
- have confused the names “Loran Hau"
and “Leon Cswald.” i

Now the congressional mwstxgators
have uncoverad evidence that all three -
denied visiting the Odio apartment -
and that the ¥BI had obtained their -
_denials before Hoover wrote his letter
"to the Warren Commission. .

The investigators have als¢ obtained
_thetapeof a xascmatmg convarsation,
" predicting two weels in advince that
_ Eennedy would be shot “from an oif- -
. ce s)m!ding with a high-powered ri-
fle,” Tre predictisn was made by the -
late Joseph' Milteer, & right-wing rab-
" ble rouser, who also fiappened 10 have .
close connectzox:s thh antrCastro
jeaders. - Ao

=~ The conversation was taped on Nov.*

9, 1863, in Miami by an FBI informant

',named Willie Somersett, whe turned

the tape over to the FBI the next day.

Milteer is heard on the tape describing .

s Whitten L

T } ? E [ E ‘
3 I -w 3
Lﬁ&,-igx ﬂquwy i
" anti-Castro forces might have re- how Kennedy would die. ”hen,the rab- : -
. cruited Oswald, a ¥nown, pro-Casiro  ble rouser added knowingiy thai hen- -y
activist 1o xill Kennedy. - - nedy “knows he is amarked man.” - -0 5.’

- “The motive on this” states the me- . Milteer later admitted to the FBII-

o, “weuid of course he the expectz--  that he had been in-Dallas in June, - ;;

. tion ibat after the Presidenf was 1963, but denied having any knowl" KD
. killed, Oswald would bz caught or at  edge of the Kenpedy assasssination, % .

* least his identity aacertamed, the law - H:swever, the informant told the ¥BI-

-. the mystery witness closely on three

. cluded that “his credibility is sirength- -

S

- nedy’s killer.

. man was Oswald. Mr. X replied, ac--

that he asked Milteer after the snoot-
'ing whetber Le had kmown about itin-
advance or had merely beep guessing.”
| don’t do amy vuussmg." rephed \Ix!—
tenr. .
. But the most e\cploswe deve, opment
is Mr. X's statement that he et Os-..
“wald in the company of a CIA agent.-
- Congressional investigators quanoned

. geparate occasions.“They finally con-. §-.

ened by the detailshe provides consist.;

- ent with what he told us before, Signif- -
icantly, he remams very stron° on the -
Oswald sighting.” . . .-,
The encounter occurred in a down-: iff --
town Dallas building, where Mr. X hod " -..
an appointment with his CIA contact. .~

. The agent was accompanied by a man
whom BMr. X later recoomeckas Ken-+’

“When he saw if was Oswald that g -
killed Kennedy,” the investigators re-- @
ported in a confidential memo, “he’
nearly freaked out, but he nevor saxd
anything.” et

The mvestxgators tned to pin down “
~ Mr. X on how he could be sure that

- .coxding to the memo, that he had™ .
learnea “how to retain the character--7§ i+
ics of 2 person; he had trained hirmself™ 87

to do that. And if it wasn't Oswald, it § v,
was someone who was e:z:actly h—:a Oﬂr -0
wald hlS exact double. RS

cne 0w -; AN e ine s Ee ;»il.-"_' 1 U
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10 January 1977

MEMORANDUM FOR: Chief, Counterintelligence Staff

FROM : Russell B. Holmes
CI Operations Group

SUBJECT : Article by Norman Kempster Appearing in
the Los Angeles Times of 1 January 1977
and Entitled ""CIA Withheld Data on Oswald"
(copy attached)

-

In light of the inaccurate and misleading statements
attributed by Kempster to Sprague, the following comments are
offered in rebuttal.

a. "The CIA withheld from the FBI for almost
two months in 1963 information that Lee Harvey Uswald
had talked with Cuban and Soviet officials about his
desire to visit those countries . . .U

Comment: Oswald's name did not surface in Mexico City until

1 October 1963 when a hitherto unknown male telephoned the
Soviet Embassy. During this telephone call, the caller identi-
fied himself as '"Lee Oswald.'!" On 8 Octcber 1963, the Mexico
City Station cabled to Headquarters the highlights of the
transcript of the conversation.

(1) On 1 October 1963, an American male who
spoke broken Russian and said his name was Lee
Oswald (phonetic), stated he was at the Soviet
Embassy on 28 September when he spoke with a consul
whom he believed to be Valeriy Vladimirovich
Kostikov. Oswald asked the Soviet guard Ivan
Obyedkov, who answered, if there was anything new
regarding a telegram to Washington. Obyedkov upon

checking said nothing had been received yet, but
the request had been sent.

(2) Mexico Station said it had photographs of
a male who appeared to be an American entering the
Soviet Embassy at 1216 hours, leaving at 1222 on
1 October. His apparent age was 35, athletic
build, about six feet, receding hairline, balding
top. Wore khakis and sport shirt.
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(3) No local dissemination was being made by
the Station. [MEXI 6453 (IN 36017), 8 October. ]

(Note: Cablese has been rendered here into readable English,
without substantive changes or omissions. Cryptonyms and
pseudonyms have been omitted or put into clear text.)

The above information was received in Headquarters on
9 October; the following day Headquarters incorporated this
information in an electrical dissemination to the Federal Bureau
of Investigation, the Department of State, the Department of
the Navy, and the Immigration and Naturalization Service.

(1) On 1 October 1963 a reliable and sensitive
source in Mexico reported that an American male
who identified himself as Lee Oswald, contacted the -
Soviet Embassy in Mexico City inquiring whether the
Embassy had received any news concerning a telegram
which had been sent to Washington. The American
was described as approximately 35 years old, with an
athletic build, about six feet tall, with a "'receding"
hairline.

(2) Tt is believed that Oswald may be identical
to Lee Henry [sic] Oswald, born on 18 October 1939
in New Orleans, Louisiana, a former U.S. Marine who
defected to the Soviet Union in October 1959 and later
made arrangements through the United States Embassy
in Moscow to return to the United States with his
Russian-born wife, Marina Nikolaevna Pusakova [sic]
and their child.

(3) The information in paragraph (1) is being
disseminated to your representatives in Mexico City.
Any further information received on this subject
will be furnished you. This information is being
made available to the Immigration and Naturalization

Service. [DIRECTOR 74673, 10 October 1963.]

(Note: It should be pointed out that for some unknown reason
the Headquarters desk responsible for making the dissemination
neglected to include the information that Oswald had visited the
Soviet Embassy on 28 September 1963.)

It was not until 22 November 1963, when the Station initiated
a review of all transcripts of telephone calls to the Soviet Embassy
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that the Station learned that Oswald's call to the Soviet Embassy
on 1 October 1963 was in connection with his request for a visa
to the USSR. Because he wanted to travel to the USSR by way of
Cuba, Oswald had also visited the Cuban Embassy in an attempt to
obtain a visa allowing him to transit Cuba.

Inasmuch as Oswald was not-an investigative responsibility
of the CIA and because the Agency had not received an official
request from those agencies having investigative responsibility
requesting the Agency to obtain further information, the Station
did nothing other than ask Headquarters on 15 October 1963 for
a photograph of Oswald. [MEXI 6534 (IN 40357), 15 October 1963.]
On 25 October 1963, Headquarters sent a request to the Department
of the Navy for a photograph of Oswald. [DIRECTOR 77978,

24 October 1963.] It was not until 26 November 1963, however,
that the Navy Department apparently responded to this request-by
sending directly to the Mexico City Station a photograph of Oswald.

In response to a question from the Warren Commission, the
Federal Bureau of Investigation, on 6 April 1963 stated that:

""The investigation of Oswald in 1963 prior to receipt
of the Central Intelligence Agency communication
dated 10 October 1963 was directed toward the primary
objective of ascertaining the nature of Oswald's
sympathies for, and connection with, the FPCC (Fair
Play for Cuba Committee) or subversive elements. The
Central Intelligence Agency communication which
reported that a man, tentatively identified as Oswald,
had inquired at the Soviet Embassy concerning a
telegram which had been sent to Washington did not
specify the nature of the telegram. This contact
with the Soviet Embassy interjected a new aspect into
the investigation and raised the obvious questions of
why he was in Mexico and exactly what were his
relations with the Soviets. However, the information
available was not such that any additional conclusions

could be drawn as to Oswald's sympathies, intentions

or activities at that time. Thus, one of the objectives
of the continuing investigation was to ascertain the
nature of his relations with the Soviets considering

the possibility that he could have been recruited by

the Soviet Intelligence Services. The Central
Intelligence Agency communication, dated 10 October 1963,
stated that any further information received concerning
Oswald would be furnished and that our liaison repre-
sentatives in Mexico City were being advised. On
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18 October 1963, one of our FBI liaison repre-
sentatives in Mexico City was furnished this infor-
mation by Central Intelligence Agency and he arranged
follow-up with Central Intelligence Agency in Mexico
City for further information and started a check to .
establish Oswald's entry into Mexico. Subsequent to
the assassination, Central Intelligence Agency also
advised us of Oswald's contact with the Cuban Embassy
in Mexico City at the time of his visit there.™

[Commission Exhibit No. 833 (FBI Letter to J. Lee Rankin,
dated 6 April 1964).]

b. '"Chief Counsel Richard A. Sprague said that the
committee staff had learned that a CIA message des-
cribing Oswald's activities in Mexico to federal
agencies such as the FBI had been rewritten to elimi- .
nate any mention of his request for Cuban and Soviet
visas. The message was sent in October, more than a month
before the November 22,1963 assassination.”

Comment: It is not CIA practice to disseminate raw information in
the form it is received from the field. Field reports are received
in Headquarters where they are first reviewed by the action desk.
The information is then written in a form suitable for dissemination
to the intelligence community, including additional information,

if available, from the Agency's central counterintelligence files

to make the report more meaningful to the recipient(s).

Upon learning that on 1 October 1963 an American identifying
himself as Lee Oswald had telephoned the Soviet Embassy, the Mexico
City Station cabled to Headquarters on 8 October 1963 the highlights of
Oswald's conversation with the Embassy. Because the Station at that
time did not know that Oswald was Lee Harvey Oswald and that he had
come to Mexico to apply for visas to the Soviet Union and Cuba, the
Station reported only that information obtained through telephone
tap operation against the Soviet Embassy.

On 10 October 1963, the day after it received the information
relating to Lee Oswald and his contact with the Soviet Embassy,
Headquarters incorporated this information in an electrical dissemi-
nation to the commumity and included a brief summary of biographic
information obtained from central counterintelligence files on the
possible identity of Lee Oswald. Since Headquarters had no indi-
cation before 22 November that Oswald had gone to Mexico to apply
for Cuban and Soviet visas, there was no question of eliminating any
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mention of Oswald's request for such visas.

Within its limitations and capabilities, Mexico Station had
complied with the Agency regulations pertaining to reporting on
Americans abroad. The Station had informed Headquarters which in
turn had alerted those agencies with an investigative or policy
interest in Oswald as an American in the United States. Headquarters
also instructed the field station to inform the local representatives
of those agencies.

As mentioned above, the action desk in Headquarters neglected,
for unknown reasons, to include the fact that Oswald had visited
the Soviet Embassy on 28 September 1963. Had this information been
included it would have indicated to recipients of the report that
Oswald had more than a fleeting reason to be in contact with the
Embassy; however, as already stated, the reason for the 28 September
contact and the subject of the telegram to Washington were, at that
time, unknown.

c. "The CIA's decision to withhold information
was reversed shortly after Kennedy was killed."

Comment: This statement is patently false and misleading. It is
totally incompatible with Sprague's remarks to Agency representatives
in Headquarters on 24 November 1976, i.e., "he will not prejudge the
Agency for any sins of 'omission or commission'.''

d. "Sprague told a press conference that it was
impossible without more information to know why the CIA
had censored its own message.”

Comment: If Sprague needed more information, why did he not ask
the Agency for an explanation, instead of making it appear to the
public that the Agency has been dishonest in its dealings with the
intelligence community?

e. "But he said the incident raised two interesting
questions: what might the other agencies have done
differently if they had been more fully informed, and
why did the CIA decide to remove 'information that was
considered pertinent enough to be put in an initial
dratt of the message?' ™

Comment: As already mentioned, the Agency did not know initially
why Oswald was in contact with the Soviet Embassy in October 1963.

cnanm
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It was only after the news of the assassination had reached the
Station that the Station initiated a review of its holdings. As
a result of this review, the Station learned that Oswald had also
visited the Cuban Embassy and that Oswald's contacts with the two
embassies were in connection with his desire to travel to the
Soviet Union by way of Cuba.

As to what "other agencies' might have done had they had more
information, attention is drawn to the FBI's comment in response
to the Warren Commission's question. According to the FBI's
response, some investigation had been initiated on or about
18 October in Mexico. By the 25th of October, FBI headquarters had
informed its field office in New Orleans ''that another Agency had
determined that Lee Oswald was in contact with the Soviet Embassy
in Mexico City in the early part of October 1963."" The New Orleans
field office in turn informed the Dallas office which had juris-
diction over Oswald's place of residence. (For further detail, see
IV H 447 and 459.) There was, however, no request, official or
otherwise, from any of the responsible departments and agencies in
Washington for further details as to Oswald's presence in Mexico
and his reasons for contacting the Soviet Embassy.

f. "The committee said its staff investigators
had recently questioned a former CIA agent who had
'personal knowledge' of Oswald's visits to the Soviet
and Cuban embassies in Mexico. As a result of that
interview, the report said, staff members were sent to
Mexico, where they found and questioned additional
witnesses."

Comment: Sprague's characterization "a former CIA agent' is probably
in reference to David Phillips. The latter's ''revelations' to staff
investigators (and also to Ronald Kessler) were unfortunate to say
the least, in that they were inaccurate, so far as we know. There

is no indication in the Oswald files that Oswald wanted to make a
deal with the Soviets in return for a free trip to the USSR. The
"additional witnesses' in Mexico, it is believed, are Boris Tarasov
and his wife, both of whom had been under contract with the Agency
in 1963. We have not been informed, officially or otherwise, by
Sprague what Phillips and the Tarasovs told the staff investigators.

C g. " 'These witnesses had never been sought out
before by any investigative body, notwithstanding the
fact that they had important information concerning
statements by Lee Harvey Oswald in Mexico within 60
days of the assassination of President Kennedy,' the

report said.™
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Comment: If "these witnesses' include people other than the Tarasovs
it would be impossible, at this time, to make an appropriate comment.
The fact remains, however, that if Sprague had obtained additional
details, he should hold such information and not make it public
until the Agency has had a chance to review it and comment. There
are many examples in the Oswald files of statements made by people
claiming to have knowledge of Lee Harvey Oswald which have been
proven to be fabrications. One such person was Gilberto Nolasco
Alvarado Ugarte who, on 26 November 1963, came to the U.S.
Embassy in Mexico City. He claimed he had been in the Cuban
Consulate in Mexico City on 18 September 1963 when a man he later
recognized to be Lee Harvey Oswald received $6,500 in cash to kill
an important person in the United States. After thorough investi-
gation by Mexican authorities, the Mexico City Station, and the FBI,
it was concluded that Alvarado had completely fabricated his story
about Oswald.

s

Py

Russell B. Holmes

Attachment
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" “Jearned’that a CIA message describ- -
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ST WASHINGTON—The CIA . Withe 3
‘held: from: the “¥BI for almost two
Inonths in 1933 information that Lee
"Harvey Oswald.had talked with Cu-":
.ban'and Soviet.officials about his de-
.sire to visit those countries, a House
:committee reported Friday. >¥ 757
’:z The Select Committee on Assassin--
tations'indicated in.a report to the full =
*House that its investigation .of the-
“rauzdzr of President John F. Kennedy -
“would focus early in 1977 on a trip .
.Oswiald had made to"Mexico City in -
: Qctoher; 1883: 1rs il 15
;s Chief.Counse}l Richard A..Sprague ]
“¢aid" that the’ committeé  staff had -

fing: Oswald’s activities in Mexico 1o
sfederal-agencies such.as the FBI had 3
“been rewritten o eliminate 2ny men-_ ]
“tion of his request for Cubdn arid So- -
aviet.visas. The message was sentin
{October, more than a month before :
4theNov. 22,1963, assassination. =2 ]
2.The CIA discovered Oswald’s pre-..|
gence tet:the embassies:through-its”;
Sroutine surveillance.of those facilities. .
3 Betduse Oswald had once ‘defected to
3th2 Soviet Union, the' CIA and FBI

£z bean interested in his activities:

& r - - . 5 .. o
even-before the Kenpedy:assassina-:
oy 3375 R Y SR o 1

DMLY S e e WS 3 L TS

ke b o I E P g
E2=e"CiA"s decision 10 withhold in-";
fozmation was reversed shortly after -
‘FRennedy.was killed..The agency.re-
- ported Oswald's ‘efforts to.visit Cuba

sznd:the Soviet Unionboth 1o the FBL |

THE LOS ANGELES TIMES
1 January 1977 S

. L "‘:'_'Di'strictof Columbia’s congeéssional dele-
and to the Warren Comumission, which con=* 8ate and the chairman of the King subcom-
rluded that Oswald was the assassin and, ~Tittee’ said thaino decision had been mads
%ad acted alone. " B . L accepting Ray'soffer, . ~o- .-~ ..
- Sprague told a press conference that it - However, Sprague indicaled that it proti-
_yas impossible without more information =

_zhly would beaceepled, - i edn S
* 0 know why the CIA had génsored its own.” “Any and all people who have relevant

pessage. R " information will be interrogated,” Sprazus
*" But he said the incident raised two inter- said. e o Do e
~sting, questions:, what might the other. .-In a personal statement issued.in cou- -

gencies have dorte differently if they had junction with the xepori, Rep. Henry 5.
seen more fully informed and why did the  Gonzalez (D-Tex.), who is to become corr.-
SA decide to remove-“information -that — mittez chairman in the new year, said «
was considered pertinent enough to he put - thorough investigation vias needed 10 an« |
‘inan initial draft of the message?” . 54, & ’ 3 SW_EI;’hundréde of pressing questions; i .
.. There were 1o firm conclisions in the * ~Gonzalez seid that the committee Topsd
report, vwhich the 12-menther commitiee -to discover whether former ¥BI Direclor J,
prepared after the first three months of its-. -Edgar Hoover's now. well-known animosi--
* jnvestigation inta the murders of Kennedy W toward King had affected the FBI's in-
~and civil rights-leadexr, Dr;-Martin Luther > “vestigation of the assassination; -, .. ™
"King..7s $i45 LA ST G Dbl IR However, Gonzalez said, the commifles's
. > Technically; thé comtmittee-goes out ofj;.ygork could go well heyond.the killings ¢f |
_business Tuesday. with the end of the ses- . hﬁ;}lﬂ?—d}’ and Xing. <z b5 0 SR
sion of Congress in which it Was.formed. * »* ~The commiltee can shed light on iz
“The purpose of the year-end report was to | larger issue of -political murder and vi-
urge the new Congress to reestablish the olence,” -Gonzalez said. “.We should ol |
. coramittee and to give it $6.5 million to pay - forget that President Ford had his own |
}
!

-for the first year of what could bie a two- ' NarOw escapes; no member of the Houiz
Dy Tlds ks 3{.&5-‘-3.‘.'“}3}!0’.1!(1 PULRL L e T s aee e
et weving ol ipameliget: 1that the  Capitol 7Building |

ST AR PR

year investigation. v

";-: .__’\,-"Ef v o AR SRR T O L e 11 Y T 35 - Pyl -
#. *n the three months sine? its'esta'blishé”;‘s"}.’ommd'-‘ s e AP S S
‘ment, the committee has initiated prelim-’ '_"ﬁge.}.s%‘?- téle téomnuttees ultimate fask
inary investigations into new and pre-'/y at.'» to"find out not QQSE_.W?I% hzppened
~vicusly unpursued Jeads in both assassina- |- ouLw hY gl S it
tions,” the report satd, e fiiTemn e
*” The committee said its staff investigators -
had recently “questioned a- former CIA:
. agent-who ked.“personal knaowledge”. of .
Oswald's_visita-to the Soviet and Cuban’
- embassies in Mexico: As a result of that in.
~terview,the. repori-said, staff. members’
- were sent to Mezico) whare they found and
~questioned additional witnesses: .55 Hib
- #These witnesses had never beén sought 3
out befére by-any investigaiive body, not--
wvithstanding the fzct that ttey had impor-;
4ant Information concerning statements hy”
*YLee Harvey: Oswald in Mexico within-60
days of the assassination of President Ken-
medy,” thereport said.; ., 2933 3w i
*> The report said also that the commitiee
staff had interviewed a person who assert- |
"ed that he had discussed the King murdec |
with James Earl Ray, vho pleaded guilty |
.40 the crime. The unidentified witness said
* that Ray had told him about contacting an
" associate in Europe to receive further in-
sstructions. The story, which was told toxe-
~porters by a committee member: several
weeks ago, hasnot baenverified:’:?"' &

! Inaletter to New York Times columnist
Anthony Lewis, Ray ofiered this week to ]
- gestify under oath at a committee hearing.J
: But Sprague and Walter F.Lf_'faugtr_oy,_thg-j -
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence
VIA : Deputy Director of Central Intelligence

FROM : John H. Waller
Inspector General

SUBJECT : President Kennedy Assassination - Mrs. Luce Story

1. Action Required: None; for information only.

2. Background: In 1975, Mrs. Clare Boothe Luce telephonically
informed Director William Colby of support she had rendered t0 certain
Cubans who were conducting their own independent operations against
the Castro Government in 1961 and 1962. Mrs. Luce stated that she and
Mr. William Pawley, an American financier long associated with the
Dominican Republic, helped finance a motorboat for three Cubans. The
three Cubans, concurrently, were members of a CIA supported Cuban
exile organization. After the 1962 missile crisis, all resistance
groups against Castro were ordered to cease operations. At this time,
Mrs. Luce and Mr. Pawley also ceased their financial support. In
1963, very shortly after the assassination of President Kennedy, the

Cuban captain of the motorboat, which Mrs. Luce helped to subsidize,

phoned Mrs. Luce to inform her that "Oswald was a hired gun”. She, in
turn, informed him to tell all to the FBI. At the behest of Director
Colby, Mrs. Luce passed the story on to Senator Richard Schweiker,
chairman of the subcommittee investigating the Warren Commission Report.

A version of the information was given to columnist Betty
Beale and was published in the Washington Star on 16 November 1975
(attached). A staff member of the Senate Select Committee, on 10
December 1975, inquired as to what the Agency thought of the story.
The Agency oral response was that it had nothing to add to the news-
paper story and that since this query involved U.S. resident Cuban
refugees, the FBI would be the proper agency to contact.
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The transcripts were received by CIA's Inspector General
on 22 December 1976 from Mr. Colby's secretary. At the suggestion
of the Inspector General, the Office of Security sent copies of the
transcripts and a background note to:the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation in January 1977. We do not know whether the FBI passed this
information to the House Select Committee on Assassinations.

This story is summarized here for your background in the
event that it should be replayed. by the press as a result of releases
which may be made by the House Assassination Subcommittee. While it is
not a new story, the actual CIA transcript of Mrs. Luce's conversation
with Mr. Colby could be considered newsworthy and could be presented
in a manner detrimental to CIA.

Attachment: a/s /. -

cC: Asst.<for Public Affairs w/att
Mr. H. Hetu

Distribution:

Original - Addressee w/att.
DDCI w/att.
- Asst. for PA/Mr. Hety w/att.
18 Supgect

ubject (Task For

IG Chrono w/o att. ce) w/att.
J.L.Leader Chrono w/o att.

0IG/J.L.Leader:aal

-—l.._c—"-!_.:__,_.
I
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The three lads who mannad mine came up to see me
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One day in the latter part of October, Clare Luce re- |
:eived a call from Sen. Richard Schweiker, R.-Pa., |
shairman of the subcommitiee investigating the War- |
en Commission Report. He wanted her to persuade |
some Cubans she had known — Cubans who had known
Lee Harvey Cswald — to testify before his committes, |
Mrs. Luce’s efforts to locate the Cubans led to a some- |
what bloodeurdling warning. But let her tell the story
irom the beginning. - ]

“The year is 1951, a year of great American
trauma,” she began har narration to recent dinner !

ests in her agua-colored Watergate apartment. *'I
had a friend named Bill Pawley who was brought up in
Cuba and who was Truman’s ambtassador to Peru and
Brazil. I got to know Bill very well in India and China
whera he had built up a voluntary outiit called The
Flying Tigers. Bill was also called in by the CIA tore-
cruit Cubans for the Bay of Pigs operation. Afterwards
he was a very unhapoy man. - <

*‘Ona day he called me up and said, *How would you
like to get in on the Cuban Flying Tiger operation?' He
had in mind a fleet of motorboats subsidized by Ameri-
cans and manned by Cubans who had been in the Ray
of Pigs operation — zll these young kids who had beaen
stranded ailer the Bay of Pigs. ' .

“I said, ‘Fine.” So I helpad to finance a motarboat.

several timas. They would lzave the coast of Florida
and lard in Cuba and come out with information. The
informaiton they came out with was remarkably accu-
rate - that the Russians ware building missile sites in
Cuba. I was told that the information was eventually
fed to Sen. Ken Keating and was passed on to the
White Housz. You remember what an impression it
made and how accurate it was.

“THEN CAME THE MISSILE showdown. Scon after
the showdown I got a telephore call from Allen Dulles |
saying the Neutrality Act had been invoked and all,
Americans must cease and desist in any further efforts |
wwards the liberaiion of Cuba. Of course, we desist-}
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Twg years later she and her husband Harry (Henry)
Lnce were Sitting in their New York apartment listen-
ing to the televised reporis of President Kennedy's |
»ss2ssination when arcund midnight she received a !
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- phone call from New Orleans. “It was tha captain of |-

- than 25, a young studant lawyer. He said,

"He and the other two membars of his crew had moved
to New Orleans where they staried another “Free

. when who made contact with them but Oswald!

“ing the same line.

. taken photographs of him distributing handbills for the

_remember, and that Oswald was their hired gun. Os-.
. wald, he said, had tried to report the Communist plans ;

Betty Beale

my rotorboat,” said Clare, A young man not more.
' ‘Mrs. Luce; T
want to tell you aboyt Oswald.’ S

“He said that immediately after th® 1381 missile
showdown, FBI men hzd come to Miami and told the |
Cubans to break up all resistance groups and dispearse.

Cuba” group. They had been there a year and a hali

“The Cubans all thought he'was a kcok. Oswald
bragged about having been in Russia and $aid he was
an ex-Marine. He said he could shoot anybody and he
would be happy to shoot Castro. He had no noney, he
was living with his wife in New Orlzans and it loaked
like he was presenting himself as a hired gun. They
didn’t like the cut of his jib so they turned him ofi. But
they followed him and found he was in a Fair Play for
Cuba Commuuist cell to whosz members he was giv-

*And I remnember this from the t=lephone conversa- ;
tion — Oswald was telling the cell that he could shoot
anyone, including the secretary of the Navy. The Fres
Cubans continued {o tail him and found that suddenly
he had money, and he started going to Mexico City. He
made several trips. They continusd their pensiration

of the Cuban Communist call. He said they made tape .

recordings of some of Oswald’s meetings aud they had

Fair Play unit. The next thing they knew President
Kennedy was shot. . .

“THE YOUNG CUBAN WHO called me,” continued
former Ambassador Luce, ‘“’said that there was a
Cuban Communist assassination team working some-
where — in Dallas, New.Orleans or wherever — I don't,

to the FBI some time before the assassination. But be-
cause he was out for the dough they didn’t believe him. ;
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I suppose that the’ FBI must hear from a thousand
-~k ‘craclpols’ a week. ’ . .

In any event, on the telaphone my young friend told
me that they had these tape recordings of Oswald and
photogranhs and what should they do? I said, ‘Go to

w0

y said I put the whole thing out of my mind.
Comes the Warren Commission and says Oswald alone
was responsible and 1 forgot the whole matier. .

_“Then, in 1967, a fellow named Jim Garrison, dis-
trict zitorney in New Orleans, hit the headlines charg-
ing that the assassination was a conspiracy. At that
mormment I was reminded of the information I had re-
ceived and I began to wonder whether ot not the
Warren Commission had got all the facts. I couldn’t
remember the names of the Cubans but 1 finally locat-
ed one crewman who was living in Miami again and I
asked hira what happened after he went to the FBL

ing been

-~ the FB1 and tell them everything you know.’ That hay-

“He said, ‘We turnad over copies of gverything. We

were then told.to keep our traps shut and ihat we
would be deported if we said anything publicly.” He
said one of the crew was deported to Guatemala, and

one was murdered — stabbed in front of a siore. E

"« THEIR TNFORMATION, HE SAID, nevar appear-

ed in the Warren Commission report. He said, ‘T am
married now, I live in Miami and 1 don’t want-to zét
involved in it ever again” 7 - . _

- When Sen. Schweiker made his requesi of Clare

“Luce less than three weeks ago, she telephoned anoth- '

ev Cuban friend to see if he could locate and persuade
the young man to testify behind closed doors. Replied
the pidar Cuban, if the testimony was behind 13 closed
doors it would still become public. . | - - °
“Americans think they are playing games,” he told
her. *They don’t know they are involved in a life or
ceath business. No, I won'i tell you where he can be
found. The people working for a free Cuba would lose
their lives. A lot of them have already. They are not
interested in making political headlines for politicians.
“You think the Bay of Pigs, the nuclear missiles, the
assassination of the president was the end of the story?
.1 tell you it is just the beginning. What you Americans
_don’t understand is, there are trained Communist ter-
- xorists, assassination, kidnapping, bombing and sabo-
“tags teams all over the country and the world.” .

O
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.7 - Clare Boothe Luce ., .
.. .'*A year of great American trauma. weoo

The very day after that conversation, ohserved;
* Clare gravely, bombs went off at the State Depart-;
ment here, at the U.S.-U.N. mission and four banks in:
New York and at three places in Chicago. And close to]
the same hour she was recounting the whole fascinat-
.. ing story to her guests, a Cuban, 2ati-Communist:
- Jeader was exploded into bits in his car in Miami.  § -
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6 January 1977

MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT:  Transcripts of October 1975 Telephone Conversations
Between Director Colby, Mrs. Clare Boothe Luce and
Mr. Just1n McCarthy

1. Attached herewith are transcripts of two telephone conversations
between Director William Colby and Mrs. Clare Boothe Luce, and one between
Director William Colby and Mr. Justin McCarthy. The conversations took
place in October 1975 and discuss Mrs. Luce's concern that certain infor-
mation, from a former boat captain, a Cuban refugee, regarding the Presi-
dent Kennedy assassination, reached the proper authorities. While the
information in these transcripts have been provided to investigating
authorities, they may be of some assistance to the House Select Committee
on Assassinations as it investigates various allegations,

2. The transcripts were received by the Agency Inspector General on
22 December 1976. The transcript of the 25 October 1975 conversation was
typed by Ms. Barbara Pindar on the same day. The other two transcripts
were typed by Ms. Pindar on 21 December 1976 from her stenographic records
while clearing out the remainder of Director Colby's files. Ms. Pindar
was Mr. Colby's secretary during his Directorship.

3. A version of the telephone conversation transcript was published
in the Washington Star on 16 November 1975 (attached). A staff member of
the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, on 10 December 1975, inquired
as to what the Agency thought of the story. The Agency oral response was
that it had nothing to add to the newspaper story and that since this
query involved U.S. resident Cuban refugees, the FBI would be the proper
agency to contact.
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4. The attached transcripts indicate that the matter was brought to
the attention of Senator Schweiker and The Federal Bureau of Investigation.
(Telephone conversation between Director Colby and Mrs. Clare Boothe Luce
on 25 October 1975, pages 2 and 3).

Attachments: a/s
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Telephone Conversation B, veen Mr. Colby and Mrs. Cla  Boothe Luce
at 12:40 on Saturday, 25 October 1975 (from steno notes of Barbara Pindar
transcribed the same day) )

4

Mrs. Luce: I have a big problem, a case in conscience. I got rather
deeply involved during and after the Bay of Pigs, and up to the time of
the missile crisis, with a group called the (Directorate Revolutionario
Estudiante; Note: the spelling of that is just a guess), the DRE. Whether
you know this or not, it was me who fed the missile stuff to Keating. I
knew a number of these leaders well; they were going in and out of Cuba,
and I paid for one of the motor boats. Bill Pawley did too. We thought we
were doing another Flying Tiger. The missile crisis came, and I got a
telephone call from Allen telling me that the Secrets Act had gone into
effect and that henceforth there would be no voluntary American efforts.

. That ended that, and I don't know what I was doing ~- maybe I went back
to Arizona, or whatever. Then came the assassination. The night of the
assassination, right after Oswald was caught, one of my boys telephoned
me from New Orleans. Didn't I ever tell you this?

- . -

Mr. Colby: No. .

Mrs. Luce: It was the captain of my boat. It seems that after the missile
crisis -- a period of about a year had gone by ~-- he said that all the young
Cubans involved profoundly in all of this had been told to scatter and
scram, that he and two of my other lads --

Mr. Colby: When, after the crisis?
Mrs. Luce:. (Yes.) (were told) to leave Miami.
' Mr. Colby:  In1962?
Mrs. Luce: Yes. They wére to stop their efforts to free Cuba; and if they

did not, they would be deported. It has a very interesting end involving you,
In any event, this one had been told to leave Miami after the missile crisis
was over, and he had opened a cell in New Orleans. He telephoned me to
tell me that Oswald was -- I am telling you what his view was -- was a
hired gun; Oswald had tried to penetrate their little cell; that they turned
around and did a counterpenetration job on Oswald; all of this was done
several months before the assassination. He said,~telling me on the phone,
he was terribly excited -~ he said you see he had no money, all of a sudden
he began to get money, so we checked him and he had a little "Communists
be Free' or '"Be Fair to Cuba' group going in New Orleans.'" He said "We
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had tape recordings of what he was telling his group.’ It was a o unter-
penetration they went on. He said, '""We have photographs of Oswald,
passing out handbills on the street, 'Be Fair to Cuba.'"™ He said, "We
are absolutely certain that Oswald was simply one of three as spassination
teams, that they were working out of Mexico City (or funded in Mexico
City) by Castro.” He said there were three assassination teams, Then
he said, "We have these recordings, these tapes, and we have these
photos, what should we do?" These fellows always trusted me. I said,
"The first thing you do, the minute you hang up this phone, you telephone
to the FBI, give them everything you have got.!" Working in New York
with these Cubans is an extraordinary fellow, one of the most puzzling
characters I have every met; he is a devout Catholic -~ Justin McCaxrthy.
Justin is the American patron -- although he has no money, never had
money -- of all these free Cubans in America. He never worked at CIA,
although CIA tried to pick his brains. He tried to help the FBI, I knew
Justin McCarthy, and he used to send me bulletins; he said he had been
sending them to me for the past six months, and I had never received one
of them. Out comes the Warren Report. I have many other things to do,
and I assumetmy lads had reported what they knew, and maybe it had been
discounted, but I bad taken the Warren Report at face value without poxring
over it -- and I forgot the whole darn thing. Then, this must be nine
years ago, up turns a guy named Lloyd Garrison -~ what was he, a sheriff
or something? (”" SV VWt GnS TN e (:'G—VVZSW\) ;

Mr. Colby: District Attorney.

- Mrs., Luce: And he hit the headlines that the assassination had been a con-

spiracy. Then it all flooded back into my mind that I had never been quite
satisfied with what the Warren Report had brought out. Basically, I was
troubled by the whole thing, so I said I thought I would call Garrison. -~
In order to call him, I had to have the names of the Cubans, which had
gone out of my bean. So I called Justin McCarthy. He said one of them
was now, my lad, was in Miami. I got him on the phone, my fellow, and
I said, "You remember your midnight call to me about the assassination

. of the President, I want to know what happened after that.' He said, "We

went at once to the FBI, they took all the tapes and photos and all our
information and told us to keep our mouths shut, and shortly after that they
informed us that if any of us talked to the press or anyone, dire things
would happen.' He said one of the fellows on the boat was dep@rted to
Guatemala or Chile, and one of them was murdered. He said, "I am a
lawyer, have two children, I am making my way in Miami, and I never
want to hear a damn word about the assassination of Kennedy because you
Americans really do not want to know the truth.’ He said, "We waited,
expecting the Warren Committee would want to have us, and wenever heard
a word.' He said, "I want no part of it."" Then the Garrison thing died
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Mrs. Luce: He read it in the Knight paper.

. down, and I am a busy woman, and I forgot about it. Three days ago,

a reporter was in here -- a gal'-- asking about my life style and

said, in passing, '"What do you think of the 1nvest1gai!:1on of the
assassination of the President?' I am afraid I hit the roofl I said,

" think everyone must be absolutely off their rockers., ‘What possible
motive would the CIA have for murdering their own President? " I
said, '"Even to assume such a thing is beyond belief because where
there is a murder or assassination, there is a motive, and there could
be no motive.' I said, ""Who had the motive was Castro; but perhaps
not even Castro, possibly just a bunch of Communist Cubans or plain
Communists. ' I said, '""They always had a motive for that sort of
thing. ' Schweillker called me up yesterday -- when the reporter said
to me, '"What is the name of the young Cuban? ', I said, '"Well, let's

call him Julio Fernandez.' The Senator said to me ''that is a fascinating '
story. " T I waisaeh AN Cock AeX Avr g e veg\w-xew wo X
AR AN Ky\ss\,\*c N-CMQ!:\)O.CJQ\’S) ‘

Mr. Colby: - You told the story to Schweiker?

Mzr. Colby: You told the story to the Knight people?

Mrs, Luce: Not in the detail I told you. Schweiker asked if I could locate -

any of these men involved for him, and I said I would try. That was

yesterday. I used that opportunity to say, "I do not know what you are

doing on the Hill." I said, "You are in the [process?) for headlines and
destroying this country's security.'" He said, "If you have this informa-
tion and you can get your hands on it, it would be a good thing to lay
this story to rest.'" He said, "If you can find me these people, I assure
you they will be listened to in closed session.' Now comes the big
thing. Justin McCarthy runs an animal farm in Nyack: telephone
number is 914; 647-8596. I have known him to be a man of complete
integrity. He is a devout Catholic. He may or may not be a fanatic.
What makes one think he is is what he tells you is just so terribly
alarming; as he was the one, along with Bill Pawley, who involved me
with these Cubans, I tracked him down and had a two-hour conversation
on the phone with him this morning that was really staggering. Whenl
said to him, '"Would you tell these things in the closed session in the
Senate? ', he said, "I would find it more expedient and to shorten the
process to hire loud speakers and put them on top of the Empire State
Building." He said, '""You don't know, Clare, the Cubans have not lost
their desire to free their country, and there are plenty of them working
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at it, and they trust me, and I trust them, and they all trust me, "

He said, '"All these fellows on the Hill give a damn about is a big
headline and political attention, and if this should involve nly testi-
fying and some of my fellows got bumped off, or their apparat shut
down, I could not live with myself, no I will not testify. " I said,

"You know, Justin, if they send for you, you might have to.' He

said, "They are not likely to send for me unless you tell them. " He
said, "They do not know who to ask for anyway. " (It doesn't appear

in my notes, but my memory is that he added that the reason the Hill
doesn't get to the truth is that they never know who tb ask for.) He
told me a story about working once with CIA, He said, '"We did this ~-
DRE did one operation with CIA, as a result of which all the Cubans
involved were caught and killed, and I do not want any part with the
CIA.'" He said, "It too can be a sieve.' I said, '"You have me really
over a barrel." I said, "Justin, I have to tell someone, is there
anyone you trust?’ He said, ""There is only one man in this whole
country whose word at this point I would take.' I said, "Who is that?"
and he said, "Bill Colby." He said, "He is a daily communicant'’ -~

Mr. Colby: ‘No, no.

Mrs. Luce: I did not disillusion him. In any event, if only to put my own
mind at rest since -- he always says, which is fascinating if true,
that my lads in New Orleans, yes, they did turn over the tapes to the
FBI but they kept copies. :

Mr. Colby: Really?

Mrs. Luce: So he says. If so, you are possibly, if -~ I think you should
get hold of Justin and give him a couple of hours because he has plenty
to say. If what he says is true -- he also told me, which I had forgotten --
that during the time of the missile crisis, and I was the one he came to,
d naturally the one I went to was Harry (note: this is first mention of
’; "Harry'' maybe I misunderstood; could she have said "Allen' '9‘) because
I could trust him. In a way, Justin McCarthy supplied a lot of background
V,,\/’/ matenal on the Cubans to inote. could not hear what she said). He said
wuv‘ a few days ago -- Time is planning to do a (take-out) issue on the
Fa assassination of Kennedy. He said that, going back through their files,"
"'7 ' they came across my name as an informant, and he said 'they tracked me
down too.' He said, then he told me -- I mentioned in passing that there

\i
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was a wonderful girl on Time that knows more about the Cubans
almost than anyone in CIA, Priscilla Badger. He said the Time
people are now trying to get information. He said, "I will talk to

no one because there are lives at stake' -- except you. Fof my

own sake, if you have a go at him, I would be very bappy to know how
serious it is,

Mr. Colby: I will report back to you by all means. Let me do a little home-
work on just where this (looks). You do not remember the name of the

Cubans in Miami?

Mrs. Luce: There are so many names; he talked to me so fast. He kept
saying ""Chilo." I asked who '""Chilo' is, and he said that was his code
name. A :

Jose Antonic La Nuza {Note: That last name may be all dne word;
- . she said it means "the nut, ")
liuis Fernandez Rocha ‘ . A -

One of those fellows was the Director of the DRE. Then he also reminded
me of a guy who used to come to see me -~ Cardona. (He had been told
by the American Government to get out of Miami) and he died, having
- become the President of a university in Puerto Rico. These fellows
were scattered all over the place. . As I mentioned thatto Justin, he said,
"I know where they all are. " The thing that alarmed me is that -- he
does not talk in an excited voice, but the statements are -~ he said
"People think of the Bay of Pigs and the nuclear showdown and the
assassination of Kennedy as the end of the story, it is only the beginning. "
He said, 'If you knew what is being laid on for the U. S.,* and he talks
like that. I asked him, ""What do you think happened? " He said, '"Oswald
went to the FBI." He said, "I know that, he was selling them information,
and they did not believe him. " I said, ""That is incredible.” He said, "I
do not know how much you know about the FBI, but no day goes by without
desks being loaded with letters saying something will be blown up."
(Note: I missed a little bit here due to something else happening in the
office.) I said, "What happened? ' and he said, "The FBI got the word
from on top 'Destroy the letters, ' - :

Mr. Colby: From on top?

Mrs, Luce: From the President, who was Johnson. I contended that if at

that point the FBI had proven that Castro had in mind assassinating the
President, we would have been in war with Cuba. It might have been
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an act of State to shut up about it. If I had been the Presidént, I
would have had (Note: missed more due to outside interference).
What is hideous about this is that the CIA is being accused or
Kennedy is being accused -- anyone except the people who probably
were involved. If putting it at rest in a secret session will work,
if such evidence does exist, you are the man to present it.

Mr. Colby: Schweker does not know about McCarthy?

Mrs. Luce: He only knows this ~- I said there is one man I know who
might be able to tell you where the se Cubans are, and that is a fellow .
named Justin McCarthy. He said, ""Where is he?", and I said, "I do
not know, I have lost track of him.'" He said, "If you find him, let me
know. "' After talking with Justin McCarthy, I do not want him to talk
to Schweiker. I do not know what to say if he calls again.~ Knowing the
Senator, I may never hear from him. I leave it with you. S

DL X300k AP EODHDAK XIXPENDEN F XX oF K 3vexphide Wﬁ&xxm 2.3:0:5. 9004
XX XdoxXnoE X KRGy X X F# Xn§ MIThX X XoRvE e XK BIXThE XXW&KPX*X

NOTE: Mrs. Luce closed the conversation by referring to a CIA paper
entitled ""Restless Youth" and asked if it had been declassified. Mr. Colby
said he would check on it, and Mrs. Luce said she would 11ke to have a copy
if it has been declassified.
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Telephone Conversation Between Mr. Colby and Justin McCarthy at 3:45
on Tuesday, 28 October 1975 (this transcript was typed on 2] December 1976 .
from steno notes of Barbara Pindar)

o,

Mr. McCarthy: Iam glad to know you, even if it is over the phone.

Mr, Colby: Mrs. Luce talked to me yesterday (sic). She gave me a capsule
version of some of her chat with you. It puts me in a bit of a jam,
obviously, because there are some things that really hold some
potential for being very important in these days (of) post-mortems
of everything. I wondered if maybe we should chat about it some-
time, or, quite frankly, one of the main things I would suggest is

that you might want to go to this Senate Committee looking into thia.

Mr. McCarthy: No. There are several reasons why not. Iam sure we do
not need to discuss them, but there are many reasons. Over the
period of time there have been so many things. We were theonly
ones who had the information about the missiles in Cuba for many
months, and we beat our brains out trying to get someone to do
something (or believe ?) and regrettably (in) Washington there arxe
too many political (opportunists?), but there are too many lives at -
stake, We risked our neck for all these years., We are interested
in doing the right thing. ' "

~Mr. Colby: I wondered if you could (slice?) off that New Oxdeans thing (and
not go any further than that?)

Mr. McCarthy: As I said to her -~ {can't read the next few words). For me

to be seen in Washington, it is (can't read the next few words). We
- do not trust anyone. We did so many operations for so long, and '

we were entirely successful and never lost a man, and then one day
we did an operation for the Government and lost 22 men. Lives
depend on it. Someone sent a Top Secret memo, and the one he
sent it to left it on his desk and someone came in and read (it} and
the men were arrested. She asked, "Would you talk to Bill1?' I
said I would, We think it would be a good idea - - for me to go down --
I do not want to blow my cover, but I would like very much to chat with
you and tell you. - C

Mr. Colby: My problem is then I get information, and then what are my
obligatiouns. o i

Mr. McCarthy: From the point of view of (seeing?) how to do it through persons
other than me -- to get the end result,
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Mr. Colby: It might be that one of your fellows aware of some of the things’
{(would not mind telling Schweiker ?) under some protection and
assurances of anonymity. That would be enough of a {(can't read the
next word) to get started. "

o

Mr. McCarthy: There is plen.ty to get started on.
Mr. Colby: Then (he?) could cut your people nut as a source,

Mr., McCarthy: She said it wo uld be aclosed-door hea ring, I said there (would?)

: still be someone come out of the meeting and (can't read next word)
their names in the press. You see Jack Anderson's column on Monday.
It is vitally important, and it is true evidence. It is not conjecture,
I am concerned about what it ties into -= it is all the same ball of wax.
We sat on the information about the missiles. This has been going on
for a good twenty years, and we have accumulated an awful lot of
information. We are more concerned today than when we had the
missile information. It is appalling, and it is frightening, and people
do not want to believe it., Last night I enlightened people about some of
the things that are going to happen. We feel the time has come that
some of this should come to light. It is necessary and essential to go
back and bring out some of these things that need to be brought out, but
not at the expense of (next word missing). We have done this on our -
own and at our own expense., One of the reasons my people trust me is -~
I am thinking of a book -~ we did not want to do a book before, The

" American public wants to know. It is all part of what went on then.

I think it should be clarified and straightened out what went on then,
But I am so terribly wary. I went to everyone, including the President,
about the missiles. We had evidence -- what ships they were on,
where they (docked?), and a few days later they came back and said
there is no credibility of what you say. :

Mr. Colby: The only thing that bothers me is the story about the existence of
some records (you?) still hold. The important part of that is that
" indicates some (part?) of a failure, or possibly even worse -~ that
is the kind of thing that does need investigation or (correction?} -~
protecting your people that are in on it. The other'possibility would
be to ask Schweker or one of his men to go and talk to you or one of
your people who would have factual knowledge of it.

Mr. McCarthy: When (Dorothy) told me about you over a period of time -~
(Dorothy) said we have been through this so many times -- I took
this to editors of Life. That was the time when the guy sent the

Note: Iam not positive about the "Dorothy' ab : i
1 ove, but don't know wh
could be. I had written in long-hand, “Do{'oth. " I(/iy only guess at thiastpec}is:t 1'1ts

Dorothy Farmer, Mrs. Luce's secretary.
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Top Secret memo and it got left on a desk in Miami and we losta

lot of people on that. Inadvertently so many things happen. We
work so carefully. We have information now that no one else has
because it has come to the point where so many of the people I work
with find they cannot trust people because of the opportunists, I
have never met such overbearing and obnoxious (can't read next
word). We sat on this year in and year out -~ we never know when
we might get calls. I was up all night long the night before last,
Time is doing a big cover story on the thing -- the next issue --

the T Today Show is bugging me. Washington is a funny place, IfI --
by and large, when your life is on the line -- one of (our?} guys hung
himself after one of the escapades we went through. He committed
suicide because he felt guilty about it. Up here it is terrifi¢ because
Iam an animal nut. A lot of the guys divulging some of thxs stuff
that they would not normally do.

Mr, Colby: Let me talk with Clare again as to how we handle this, The main
thing is not so much the overall stuff about Cuba -~ the rhain thing
is the story about records, about Oswald. That comes at a time
when that is a serious subject of study here by the Congress., If we
could in some way shake that information loose without putting the
finger on any of your friends, I think we are sort of obliged to do this
Jn terms of clarifying the record against the (facts?) -~ this is a very
key aspect of it and a very serious problem that if it was suppressed

. at the time,
Mr. McCarthy: That is not all that was suppressed.

Mr. Colby: That is the thing. They are looking into it. Let me talk to Clare
again and see if I can figure out some way in which we could talk to
~you (maybe?}) and if you could in the meantime think of a way of
{(can't read the next word) out or {can't read the next word) out this
(feature ?) of it so that you give the (final result?) but not the sourcing,
and let the investigators (find their own source later on?), we would
have done our duty. My problem is that I really cannot sit on it with
my obligations. I can be'reasonable about protecting other people,
and I have to be, but I also have to have the responsillity foxr responding
to proper investigations of things that really should be looked into,

Mr. McCarthy: Let me (can't read next word) this in. Some of our guys {can't
read next several words), . '

Mr. Colby: ' That is what she said,
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Mr. McCarthy: They and I are scared to death, I was Executive Producer
of TV programs for years ~- I cannot make -~ Thave earned the
respect and confidence of these people dver the years., The other
night I talked all night long. If I try to push my guys -- Clare said
it needs to be laid to rest, and it does. I would like to see it get
laid to rest, but my people -- : -

Mr. Colby: I can assure youlam as interested (as) you in prbtecting that
part of it if there were some way of having part of the cake and
eating part of it, so that you do not lose the one or the other but to
work out some vehicle -- a way in getting the substantive information
loose but protecting people involved, There may be ways to do that if
we put our minds to it. Let me talk to Clare and see what really -~
I will not do anything except with her without your permission,

, e

NOTE: Mr. Colby tried to call Mrs. Luce on 29 October, but could not reach
her. He contacted her on 31 October (see separate notes} :
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Telephone Conversation Between Mr. Colby and Clare Boothe Luce at 407
on Friday, 31 October 1975 (this transcript was typed on 22 December 1976
from steno notes of Barbara Pindar)

®

Mr. Colby: I got the Restless Youth for you. And I called Justin McCarthy.
We had a long chat, He does not want me to do anything about it,
but I said you put me in an awful position. (Note: The '"you'f there
refers, I believe, to McCarthy,) I understand what you mean about
his strong manner of talking. I think both of us are (hung?}) with a
rather tantalizing story. » o

Mrs. Luce: If I had not known the guy for 25 years, I would take him. much
' less seriously. : '

Mr. Colby: The only real point is the thing about the tapes and the photos and
the allegation about the FBI. Itried to (argue?} him into figuring out
some way in getting rid of those but keeping himself out of the act.

Mrs. Luce: He called me back and said he talked with you and that you left
~ him in a box, and I think he feels now that there is some kind of a
question of conscience involved. He said, "I am going to let you and
" Bill Colby decide what is best to do."

Mr. Colby: I said I would be in touch with you and try to figure out something
sensible, : o

Mrs. Luce: Why don't we suggest that he bring you or me -- perhaps he feels
safer with me -- the tapes and photos if he ha s copies of them, :

Mr, Colby: And then you pass them over to Schweiker.

Mrs. Luce: And let them decide, and I will maintain his cover -- he keeps
saying it is not worth it to him after all these years to blowthat --
the paradox, he tells me he is going to have to write a book (and
whether he is indeed going to?) so that he is not altogether a crackpot.
On the other hand, what he is doing is sufficiently crackpot. He is
taking care of broken-down animals from his entire area. However, --

Mr. Colby: I think that is a good idea. You say that you and I have talked, and
we are all in a kind of box at this point, and we really in conscience )
‘cannot sit on this stuff -- all these charges that there is remaining
evidence that (can't read next word) was held backa nd disappeared
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A

into the ¥FBI, and maybe the way to do it is for him to provide it to
you, and you to Schweiker, and then I would just as soon drop out --
it does not really have much to do with me -- and in that way you
would protect him from Schweiker, and you would say you got it from
a friend -- and the source is whatever he and you agree of, :

Mrs. Luce: I will do that,

Mr, Colby: I think that is the best thing to do. If he does not buy that, I do not l
know what we do about Schweiker.

Mrs. Luce: (I am going to ignore it if Schwéiker comes to me.)} =

NOTE: The conversation continued, but it did not pertain to this ‘subject.
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S ECRET

MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director for Operations
SUBJECT :  Senate Selecixﬁbmmlttee on_Intelligence
Request to  the Deputy Ditector for
Opepatlons - J
7/0/ 7)/04 . MVQJ

\_/é{/’/v' & a0 M«/Kﬂdf”!»&/e//&/ ,é&'{% ,,_‘.;A,é«’/

e SeoZica,
Attached, in response to the Senate Select Committee T

request 'of 27 October 1975, are separate memoranda on the

DRE and several Cuban exiles. ()3
/{_. '\S\J‘I-—W‘?‘?f\
Richard S. Sanyson

Chief
Latin America Division

Attachments

SECRET E2 (MPDET \
CLBY 0257251 /ge
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SUBJECT: Directorio Revolucionario Estudiantil (DRE, Students'
Revolutionary Directorate)

The DRE was founded by a group of students at Habana
University in 1954 as an instrument of opposition to the regime
of President Fulgencio BATISTA. The original members of this
group were also members of the Habana University Student Federa-
tion (FEU). Several leading members of the DRE were killed by
Cuban authorities during and following the attack on the
Presidential Palace, Habana, in March 1957. The remaining DRE
leaders, as of 1958, were in exile. The DRE worked as a secret
underground organization in Cuba, generally in Habana, laying
plans and making preparations. The theory of the DRE was that
success of the revolution depended on quick and efficient
elimination of BATISTA which Fidel CASTRO's forces at that time
could not achieve alone. The DRE finally turned against CASTRO
on the issue of communism.

As of March 1962 the DRE was receiving $9,000 a month from
the Agency for salaries of 55 assets in Miami, Florida, and
$2,000 a month for overhead costs. The DRE's overseas program
(AMBARB's) at that time received $12,400 a month from the Agency.
Agency support to the DRE was terminated by mid-1967.
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Julio FERNANDEZ Molino

(No crypt)

DPOB: 23 March 1934, Havana
201-752511

Subject was of interest to AMWORLD program as a radio
operator in 1964. A PRQ Part I was submitted to Headquarters
by JMWAVE, but there was no follow-up, and Subject was not
hired. He had previously been associated clandestinely with
RESCATE (anti-CASTRO) group in Cuba. He came to U.S. as
exile in May 1964. 1In 1966, he lived at 430 SW 11th Ave., Miami.

Julio FERNANDEZ Bencomo .
(No crypt) . -
DPOB: 10 April 1917, Havana

201-742497

Received POA 14 January 1964, which cancelled 24 February
1964, because he was not interested in employment with CIA
since salary was insufficient. He signed secrecy agreement
and was terminated without prejudice. He took SGSWIRL 10
January 1964. No derog, but he had told his wife and one
Carios MARQUEZ that he would be working for CIA. He was
originally recruited for AMWORLD by one Pedro BLANCO, and was
to be used as PM asset on a CIA vessel.

Julio FERNANDEZ Gonzalez
(AMOT-99)

DPOB: 10 May 1935, Havana
201-299222

He was employed by the Intelligence and Security Commission
of the Frente Revolucionario Democratico (AMIRON/AMBRUSH) for
about two months in 1961. He was brought into it by Julio
PASCUAL Abril. He stated in a letter to Hernan HENRIQUEZ
Lorca, anti-CASTRO Cuban in Madrid who informed the FBI (who
told us in memo dated 2 November 1961) that he '"was about to
take a trip to Cuba to take material to anti-CASTRO elements,
trip being financed by CIA." He received POA 10 May 1961 for
use as member of AMOT Admin Staff. File does not say who dropped
from it, but when last contacted was working for Dixie Lily
Products Company (a wholesale grocery outfit)] as an accountant
at $50 weekly in December 1961. POA cancelled 24 July 1962.



00009,

R = o COTIRER . 5

Luis FERNANDEZ-ROCHA Rodriguez
(Formerly AMTOPIC-2, AMHINT-53)
DPOB: 3 May 1939, Havana
201-316766

POA granted 18 April 1962. According to file, he quit

~his job as Secretary General of the Directorio Revolucionario

Estudiantel (DRE) in July 1964 to pursue his medical studies.
He was paid his final salary payment of $425 on 1 September

1964 under the DRE project. He was to do some unwitting work
for JMHOPE, Swan Island propaganda broadcasting, and WIBALDA.

There is no further indication in file that he was terminated,
no quit claim, no OA or POA cancellation. However, there is no
information on his use since 1964. Per document dated” 7 June
1965, he was studying at University of Miami and working as
switchboard operator for Cuban Catholic Children's program in
Miami. According to Cuban Families Yearbook of 1974, Dr. Luis
FERNANDEZ Rocha 1living at 6021 W. 14th Lane, Hialeah, Florida,
33012 with wife and four children. He became naturalized U.S.
citizen on 15 September 1967.

Julio FERNANDEZ Travejo

(No crypt)

DPOB: 10 August 1934, Havana
201-297828

POA requested for use as PM trainee 21 March 1961. POA
cancelled 4 April 1962. FBI memo dated 14 December 1961 notes
that he told FBI of CIA financial support to Frente Revolucionario
Democratico (FRD) and to Antonio VARONA, one of its leaders, to
the tune of "Six million dollars." Subject told FBI he himself
belonged to group led by Rolando MASFERRER which NOT getting
CIA support. Subject visited FBI 21 November 1960 after
incident in which some paramilitary trainees of MASFERRER's
group on No Nawe Key in Florida had come to FBI's attention.

That group was called "Ejercito Nacional Cubano."

PR—
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Jose Antonio LANUZA

One Jose LANUSA was a leader of the DRE, residing in ~
Miami, Florida, in November 1963. At that time, he was
providing information (does not say to whom) on the
"Commandos L," an anti-CASTRO organization. Not clear
whether he is identified with the following LANUZA.

Jose Antonio LANUZA
(on microfiche)
201-339258

Only information in file is that Subject is a Cuban
citizen who in 1962 was living at 1705 SW 3rd Ave., Miami.
He is the Subject of Inter-Source Registry No. 9518.
According to a document dated 1 November 1968, 'SD 16658 is
terminated without prejudice by the Department of the Army,
and any additional information should be referred to the Army
Source Registry.'" A note in the file also said that there was
no present contact with Subject, dated 29 October 1962.

No traces Justin MacCarthy
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30 November 1976

MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: Comments on Ronald KESSLER's Article: "CIA
Withheld Details of OSWALD Call," which Appeared
in the Washington Post of 26 November 1976

The following comments are keyed to the attached Washington
Post article, i.e., the paragraph numbers below correspond to the
paragraphs as numbered in the margin of the xerox of the article:

1.. COMMENT: While CIA knew that a man identifying him-
self as Lee OSWALD had been in touch with the Soviet Embassy by
telephone on 1 October 1963, this information had no unusual
significance until 22 November 1963 when President Kennedy's
assassination occurred. At that time an intensive review was
made by the Mexico City Station of conversation transcripts pre-
pared on the basis of the 1 October telephone intercept. These
transcripts had been reported to Headquarters and disseminated to
the interested members of the intelligence community (as a former
Marine, OSWALD was a Navy and FBI case, and potentially of inter-
est to the Department of State). This review turned up "matches"”,
i.e., similar materials intercepted on 27 and 28 September 1963.
These were reported by cable to Headquarters on 23 November 1963.
There is no indication in the transcripts that Lee Harvey OSWALD
tried to make any “deal" with the Soviet Embassy as claimed in -~
the Washington Post article.

Analysis based upon actual voice comparison could not
be made because the tapes, in accordance with the normal practice,
had been erased for re-use. The monitor was able to recall some-

thing of the voice characteristics from memory, however. He could
recall the very poor Russian spoken by OSWALD, for example.

2. COMMENT: This statement is not substantiated by our
files.

3. COMMENT: The information regarding the 1 October 1963

contact with the Soviet Embassy -- received in Headquarters on
9 October -- was disseminated on 10 October 1963 to the Department
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of State, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Department
of the Navy, and the Immigration and Naturalization Service.

A copy of the 10° October 1963 dissemination was made available
to the Warren Commission on 24 March 1964. (See Memorandum

for J. Lee RANKIN, dated 24 March 1964, from Richard HELMS,
Deputy Director for Plans; Subject: CIA Dissemination of In-
formation on Lee Harvey OSWALD, dated 10 October 1963.) On

16 October 1963, our Chief of Station sent a memorandum to the
American ambassador on the subject of Lee OSWALD's contact with
the Soviet Embassy. The original of this memorandum was routed
to the ambassador, the minister, the counselor for political
affairs, the regional security officer. A copy was sent to the
legal attache, naval attache, and the I&NS.

In April 1964, Messrs. COLEMAN, SLAWSON and WILLENS,
staff representatives of the Warren Commission, visited the U.S.
Embassy in Mexico City. Our Station then indicated that the
three men already knew "all about" the telephone conversations
OSWALD had. According to the Memorandum fér the Record of 11
April 1964, the three men reviewed the product from the tele-
phone tap operation for the days 27, 28 September and 1 October
1963 when Lee OSWALD contacted and visited the Cuban and Soviet
Embassies. They made a "schedule" of OSWALD's activities as far
as possible for these days from this source. Note: They were
shown English translations of the product, or "take", as it was
called. (HMMA 23249, 14 April 1964. This document, in a sani-
tized and declassified version was made available to the public
under provisions of the FOIA in March 1964 as Document Number
274 and in September 1976 as Document Number 658) See follow-
ing: :

a. Memorandum for J. Lee RANKIN, dated 3]
January 1964, from Richard HELMS, Deputy Director
for Plans; Subject: Information Developed by CIA
on the Activity of Lee Harvey OSWALD in Mexico
City, 28 September - 3 October 1963.

b. Letter to Richard HELMS, Deputy Director
for Plans, dated 10 February 1964, from J. Lee
RANKIN, General Counsel. ‘

c. Memorandum for J. Lee RANKIN, dated 19
February 1964, from Richard HELMS, Deputy Director
for Plans; Subject: Information Developed by CIA
on the Activity of Lee Harvey OSWALD in Mexico
City, September 28 to October 3, 1963.

Ny



14-00000

4. COMMENT: See comments in Paragraph 3, above. .

5. COMMENT: The Agency disseminated the information
concerning OSWALD's contact with the Soviet Embassy on 1 Octo-
ber to the Department of State, the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation, the Department of the Navy, and the Immigration and
Naturalization Service on 10 October 1963. On 23 November 1963
the Agency disseminated to the FBI the transcripts of the tele-
phone calls made on 27, 28 September, 1 October, and 3 October
1963. (The latter call, it was determined, did not pertain to
OSWALD.) (See CSCI-3/778,829, dated 26 November 1963.) On 23
November 1963, the Agency disseminated ta the FBI information
relating to OSWALD's contacts with the Cuban and Soviet Embas-
sies in Mexico City.

6. COMMENT: OSWALD's alleged offer of information and
suggestion that the Russians pay his way to the Soviet Uniap
does not appear in Agency transcripts of OSWALD's telephone .
conversations with the Cuban and Soviet Embassies. ’

7. COMMENT: OSWALD was in no sense "under investiga-
tion" (before 22 November 1963). None of the facts of his trip
to and stay in the USSR and return to the United States, 1959-
1962, were known to the Mexico Station before 10 October 1963,
when the bare bones of his biography were forwarded by Headquar-
ters to it in response to a Station cabled report of 8 October
1963 which forwarded, on a routine basis, what appeared to be
a contact by an American for a visa to Cuba in transit to the
USSR. It should be pointed out that the voice intercept cover-
age was not processed in "real time". The means of acquisi-
tion and the volume of the information precluded anything but
the spot reporting of items judged by the monitor to be of more
than ordinary interest. Full texts of selected items required
a full transcription and full translation. One of the "trig-
gers” that normally operated to focus and accelerate more speedy
review and reporting of this kind of raw intelligence was the
mention of a name. This was what occured in the second of two
conversations on 1 October.with the Soviet Embassy, during which
the speaker said he was "Lee OSWALD". This was the first time
that the name OSWALD appeared in the intercepts and was report-
ed by the Station to Headquarters (8 October 1963).

Had, at any time, a person telephoned the Soviet
Embassy, identified himself, and offered information in ex-
change for a trip to the Soviet Union, it would have triggered
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an immediate reaction by the monitor and the Station --
first, to identify the speaker; second, to report the infor-
mation to Headquarters; and third, to step up technical and
photographic surveillance.

8. COMMENT: No comment.

9. COMMENT: Tapes were not "routinely destroyed".
Tapes were erased after transcription had been made and re-
used. :

Full transcripts of calls made on 28 September 1963
and 1 October 1963 were forwarded to Headquarters on 23 Novem-
ber. The person who processed the transcripts was identified
in the cable. There is no indication in the transcripts that
OSWALD offered information or that any omissions were made which
might have contained that information. ‘ -

10.  COMMENT: No comment.
11. COMMENT: Files do not support this statement.
12. COMMENT: Files do not support this statement.

13. COMMENT: The information "given by DURAN" is sup-
ported by her interrogations.

14. COMMENT: "OSWALD later referred in a letter to
'meetings' he had in the Soviet Embassy." Although KESSLER
chooses not to give details, this statement is in reference
to a letter OSWALD wrote on 9 November 1963 to the Consular
Division of the Soviet Embassy in Washington. (Commission’
Exhibit No. 15, Vol. XVI of the Hearings before the President's
Commission on the Assassination of President Kennedy.)

15. COMMENT: No additional comment.

16. COMMENT: With regard to the press statement that

"CIA claimed i1t did not know of most of OSWALD's activities in
Mexico City until after the assassination®: this is true, CIA
did not know of his activities, other than those revealed in

the intercepts. It should be noted that after the dissemination
on 10 October 1963 of the 1 October 1963 contact, no requests
were received from the dissemination customers for further in-
formation or follow-up. Without some customer interest being
expressed, particularly from the Navy, the FBI or the Department
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of State, who had the greatest interest in OSWALD at the timd,
there would have been 1ittle motivation for the Station to in-

dependently pursue such a tenuous CE lead.

17. COMMENT: The discussion in this paragraph of the
article rests on assumptions and allegations developed earlier
in the article, followed by comments by Messrs. BELIN and
SCHWEIKER, apparently based in turn on information provided
them by reporters. No further comment seems relevant, beyond
those comments made earlier.

18. COMMENT: 1Is BELIN here referring to Gilberto
ALVARADO Urgate? If so, information regarding OSWALD provided
by ALVARADO was passed to the Warren Commission as attachments
to a memorandum for J. Lee RANKIN, dated 1 June 1964, from
Richard HELMS, Deputy Director for Plans.

(See also Memorandum for J. Lee RANKIN, dated 4 Jupe
1964, from Richard HELMS; Subject: Information Developed on the
Activity of Lee Harvey OSWALD in Mexico City. This memorandum
became Commission Exhibit No. 3152 contained in Vol. XXVI of
Warren Commission report.)

19. COMMENT: We do not know what BELIN actually said to
the reporters, when, or in response to what. We believe, how-
ever, this may be referring to BELIN's letter of 15 April 1975
to E. Henry KNOCHE of CIA. BELIN at that time was Executive
Director of the Commission on CIA Activities within the United
States (Rockefeller Commission). In his letter, BELIN refers to
the photograph of an American male and the question whether or
not this male was Lee Harvey OSWALD. He continues:

"The CIA and the Warren Commission both
determined that the picture was not of Lee
_Harvey OSWALD and that the picture was taken

atter OSWALD left Mexico City. -

"Although portions of this record have
been released to the public, other portions
have remained classified because of concerns
by the CIA at the time that a release of the
full picture might disclose sources and
methods which the CIA felt were not in the
national interest to disclose at that time.
In 1ight of the false allegations about the
assassination of President Kennedy and the

[Sn}
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false allegations of CIA involvement, 1 “
feel that it would be appropriate to re-

consider whether or not the entire matter

can be fully disclosed at this time."

An interim reply was forwarded on 23 April 1975 by
E. Henry KNOCHE, Assistant to the Director, CIA. On 2 May
1975 a review was completed of Agency holdings regarding the
photograph of the unidentified individual in Mexico City pub-
lished by the Warren Commission. This review also included
knowledge of OSWALD's contacts with the Cuban and Soviet Embas-
sies obtained from telephone tap information and interrogations
of Silvia DURAN, a Mexican employee of the Cuban Embassy. On
13 May 1975 two summaries of the above review, one classified
and one unclassified, were forwarded to BELIN by the Agency.

Attachment:
Article

6
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as Werren Commission iater-cons S:ZL’ : L BLP“};
uded the Russians and Cubans were <| |+ vecalls talk wita Cywald
- 7194 much impressed by Oswald, This- | -, T
© - owiew is supported by Sylviz Duran, | would take three to four months to
fexiear citizen who worked in the | pro0e5s Informed of this, Duran said,-
o embassy at the time of 08 1oquald “got really angry and red.
d's visit. Sne talled to Oswald ah | go wag gesticulating Poran said she
503, and veealls ihe moek | hag to call for help from tae Cuban
censul who got into a shouting mateh

1

o
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s 4.
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and teld nim to gob out.
)

WL IS Te . . n g never saw him again,
AmAnnt Warlian Cleamne Tuypn
' endent Marlise Stmons, Duran ™ Hgyever, Duran's story covered only]
vl el nes .:L:u... L0 W I‘la\.d14{,- o Tirst dnv of Oszwald's fivedoy
2l to Cuba and Rusza angd dis gtayv in Mexiso Citv. Dswald laler ro-
el P gIsewt v in Me v. Oswald laler o
GOCUMERLS L0 STOW A2 WEE . ferrnd in o lodter %o ‘umectings” ne
ng" of fue Cuban revolulion, iy B Qacelod Toeahasats
otner trines he elaimed to be had i the Soviect Em A38Y. .
e T D oy ow -intercsted the CIA was -in
TO0L LA Admiericnn ORI ¢ A wepl b° s .
/ yloe Oswald’s dealings with the two om-

d hassies is uncertain, .

oosaid she informed Oswal : e et .

orter ta travel to Russis he The {ranslator and iyvpist who hane:

Aave to obiain nevmission {rom dled th ’granscmp'c og o intexeepied-

1l o . coaversation reealled that {he level
1501‘ intorest was high, Dut the ClA’s
own aclions lead io a cifferent cone
«p clusion, | . . . .
' The ageney waiteds until Oct, 10,

s s fvr S hekaki - . AT
41043, to nctify {he TEI of Qswald's |

' . v

- of the matter, and similar to th

ackivitics, And s teletyped rop
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of informaiion .
{rlp to Russia or of his at $
travel to Cuba and Russia, “On
tober 1, 1963, the feletype messaz
sald, “a reliable ang «onst
in Mexlco reported shat an Ar
male, who identificd himself as L

swald, contacted the Soviet Tmbasz
in Mexico City Inquiring wheih
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the embassy had received any news '’

conecerning a telegram which had heen

sent to Washington” .
. .That was strictly o routine handl

[ ]

standard veports made to the FBI o
that time on otlier contacts with {he
communists by American citizens in
Mexigo,

Even after Kennedy's assassination,
the CIA failed to turn over to the

Warren Commission the full {rans-

eript of the telephone intorcept it had
made in.Mexico City, Oswald's offer
of information {o the Dussians in ex-
cnange for passage was omittad rom
the trancoring, and the ClA claimed
it dld not know of most of Cewvald’s
activitics In Mexico City until afier
the assassinction.

Cweuld not e approgriate in the gk

The significance -of the CIA actl

ase

ons
is diificult to assess, The FRI in the™

{ail of 18623 was already showing in-
termittent interest in QOswaid
n

that inteorest if it had deen ioid of
Cswald’s conversations, . )
Whetheor the now information would

EPmnlngly 4 e K $a
ave affcsied the Warren Commic
f
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sion's deliberations is

guostien, The commis

gated tha possidility ¢of

spiracy . and concluded *here swas
evidence te szhow Oswald aeted on
vennl! of a foreizn powen

vlanation for the CIA’s handiing of
Cswald's conversations, The CIA iz
day refuses fo comment, saying it
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FEennedy,wag kiltea T
~Pposted Oswald's -efforts
sand:the Soviet Union; by

THE Los ANGELES TIMES
January»1977

. P s e S Distiof of Colump
and to the Warren Commission, Which con+*"gate and the ch
clud

ed that Oswald was the assassin and
had acted alone, : S
".Sprague told a bress conference that jt
-¥as impossible withoyt more infermation
0 know why the Cra had censored its gy - _
nessage. 7. N

- Bt he said the inciden raised two intep.
sting. questions: | what might the other .
1gencies have dope differently if they had
een more fully informed and why did the
<IA decide to remove-*
was considered pertinent enough to he put -

*- There Were o firm conclisioh s in the *
répert, which the -menop Committee

ngressional (e

mittee’ said that
Onaccepling Ray's offa _
rague indiczteq that j proY,
ably vrould be P PIOS
. “Any and | W10 have ylq
Information wi
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Gonzalez (D-T
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. business Tuesday_with the end of the seg- . ‘Kennedy and Kin

sion of Congress in which it was.formed.
"The purpose of the Jeéar-end report was to
urge the new Congress to reestablish the *

o e
-~ *The committea ¢

commitiee and to give 1t36.5 rillion to pay Jorget th
“for the first year of what could be a tivgwnarrow
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L~ "In the three months Siace it establish. Aibombed

ment, the committee ha initiated prelirg. '+ He. said the co

nary investxgations nto ‘new apd pre. ¥

 Vicusly unpursueq leads in both-as;a.ssina~ B
lions,” the reportsaid, .- S m, i

The committee saig its staffj vestigators -
‘had recently - Questioned 2. former CIA-
-agent-who had.“personal knowledge'. £l

Oswald's“w’sia-to: the Sovist and Cuban™
embassies in Bledeo: As a rasyly of that in.
~terview,. the repors- said, staff mezbers”
were sent 10 Mexico whare they found anq
-questioned additional witpessas.. R
=":“These vritresses hag never been soughty
- out before hy: any invesliz:'iva body, noteal
withstanding the fact that they had impor-!
tant ln.:'ormaticn'concemr:g Statements by
. Lee Harvey: Oswald in Mevico withing0
daysof the assassination of President Kep.
Bedy,” the report said - - o A T e
;. The report said alsg thist the commiltee
Staffhad interviewed & person who assert. |
‘ed that he had discusseq the King murder i
With James Far] Ray, vho pleadaq guilty
- 1o the crime. The unidentified Witness said
" that Ray had told him ahoyt contacting an
- @ssociate in Furgpe to receive fizther jn-
sstructions, The story, which was told tore-
-porters by a committes membar saveral
Weeksago, hagnot haen verified, 0 5
] N S S .
- Inaletter to New York Times columnist
“Anthony Lewis, Ray offered this waak to |
estify under oath at 5 commitiee hearing,
: But Sprague and Walter F. Fauntroy, the-i'
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MEMORANDUM FOR:  Deputy Director of Central Intelligence

FROM

: John H. Waller
Inspector General
SUBJECT : Washington Post Story of 13 November

1976 "Oswald Reportedly Told Cubafis
of Plan to Kill JFK"

1. The Post story on Saturday states that a J. Edgar Hoover
memorandum reported that Lee Harvey Oswald told Cubans in
advance of his plan to kill President Kennedy. The attached
package was prepared by Russ Holmes of CI Staff, Itis for-
warded for your information.

2. A copy of the Wash1ngton Post story has been added
to the package.

John H. Waller

Attachments: a/s

SDBreckinridge:js (16 Nov 76)
Distribution:
Original - Addressee w/atts
1 - IG Chrono
1 - IG Subject {Task Force I‘lle)

/ w/attsin above file
- SDB Chrono

I - Seymour Bolten w/atts
1 - John Waller w/atts

1 - Andrew Falkiewicz w/atts - ,
1 [_Izav%g(u 111w13 w/ L\) RN S ST S b e 7

roli i NN ’ \\‘
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13 November 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: Chief, CI Staff
FROM : Russell B. Holmes _
SUBJECT "t "Oswald Reportedly Told Cubans of Plan

to Kill JFK" by John M. Goshko, Washington
- Post, 13 November 1976.

1. The memorandum'. ..by the late FBI Director
J. Edgar Hoover saying that Lee Harvey Oswald reportedly
told Cuban officials in advance of President Kennedy's
assassination that he intended to kill the President"
is cited in Commission Exhibit No. 3152, Volume XXVI,
of the Hearings Before the President's Commission on the
Assassination of President Kennedy pp. 154-157 (See Tab A).
CE No. 3152 is cited in support of statements made by the
Warren Commission in it's Report on pages 307-308 (see
Tab B). This memorandum is based upon information which
the Agency had passed to FBI Headquarters and it's repre-
sentative in Mexico City. '

2. On 26 November 1963, the Mexico City Station »
reported to Headquarters that a Nicaraguan named Gilberto
ALVARADO Ugarte (referred to as "D" in the Warren Report)
came to the U.S. Embassy in Mexico City. He claimed he
had been in the Cuban Consulate in Mexico City on 18
September 1963 when a man he later recognized to be Lee
Harvey Oswald received $6,500 in cash to kill an important
person in the United States. (See Tab A for complete
memorandum. ) ~ .

3. The information obtained from ALVARADO was passed-
in Mexico City to the legal Attache, Mr. Clark D. Anderson,
by our Chief of Station on 29 November 1963 (See Tab C).
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A short dissemination (DIR 85744) alerting customs agencies
to ALVARADO's allegation, was made on 29 November 1963

to the White House, the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
and the Department of State (see Tab D). A second dis-
semination (DIR 87667) was made on 7 December 1963 (see
Tab E). (NB: In the latter dissemination, mention was .
made that a representative of the FBI participated in the
interrogation of ALVARADO.)

4. On 13 December 1963, the Agency forwarded under
CSCI 3/779, 136 a translation of the Mexican police
interrogation report on Gilbarto ALVARADO Ugarte (see
Tab F). : :

5. In summary, the Agency and the FBI knew of _
ALVARADO's allegations concerning Oswald, which were sub-
sequently retracted by ALVARADO himself as being false.

In addition, the FBI was able to prove that Oswald was

still in New Orleans at the time ALVARADO claimed he saw
Oswald in the Cuban Embassy in Mexico City. The information
was forwarded to the Warren Commission by the Agency and the
FBI as evidenced by its inclusion in the Warren Commission

Report and accompanying exhibits.

RussellnB. Holmes
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By John M. Gushko
\y-"xjn-ton Post Ttu’l Wrles
The _Justice Department

has di=covered'a 1954 memo-

randum by the late FBI Di- -

reator J, _Edgar Hoover sayn

ing that Lee Harvey Oswald,
. reportedly. told Cuban officy

* ' ials in advance of President

- Xennedy’s assassination that’
‘he mtended to Lxll the Presl-
'dent. Gl 7

Informed sources saxd yes-
“ terday that Hoover, in the
memo, attributed this infor- :

" »mation to-a highly reliable
- Anformant who claimed fo
“have been told it 'personauy'

by . Cuban ane Mmlster
. Fidel Castro. - R

;. Castro, accordmd to the

memo reportedly -said- he

. ‘had been advised by officials .

-pf ‘the Cuban embassy in-

: Mexico City. that they had -
:than any information cur-

- met with Oswald before the

3 Noy.- 22, 1963, assassination

" of ‘Kennedy in Dallas and~
that Oswald informed them
.of his_intentions.. . . -,

D A

B e b emrs =

Oswald Reporiedly Toli 7 -
és’“‘u"ﬁ"a ans o1 ?Ezm i@ il ﬁﬁg

R0 w 5 ; :
@“ﬁ’;u Y’%%“M ‘?‘if&w

LEE HARVEV OSWALD

Clew Hoover memo foumi .

.

v 'fhe hésértiom? r;:ported in
thp Hoover memo go further
rently om the record. con-

cerning’ alleged statements
made by Oswald in a prev-

.7.Jously disclosed visit to:the -

-

FTRRN
PR A T

PRI

uban embassy in ’\Iexlco .

City prior to the murder of.
I\ennedy S

" There has been persistent
surmise about a possible In-
volvement of the Castre gov-

. ernment in. the murder of’
- Kennedy, possibly as a’‘coun-,
“ter stroke .agalnst. CIA ef-

forts to assassmate the’

Cuban leader. .

There has also been spec;
ulation that the assassina.

 tion may have been the work
“of Cubarn-exlle terrorists.
- However, all of these reports |

have been fourth-or fifth-

Jhand  accounts originating-
. with informants of doubtful

reliability. .. - <.
" The. Hoover memo was
described by the sources as

.. having been addressed.to’the " -
. ¥Warren Commission, ap-

pointed by former President
Johnson to Investigate the
assassination. But _former
commission staffers said yes-

.terday that. they- had no i

recollection: of ever ha\'mg

See OSWALD A9, Co! 1

~
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sald ﬂlou gh that they beheved “ag an

o ! e educated guess” that it was Rolando

: received such a memo ot havinc been
¥ told by Hoover or other FBI ofziczals

$

;" -, of the information init. - S
< -.Officials of the Justice Department

£ ... the memo's existence or its contents,
%, . and other sources familiar with the
'.1‘~ . assassmatxon investigation said they

. had no knowledge of ;whether it act-”

- vally was sent to the Warrer Commis*
- sion,

R

.Ington Post aboul the document said
-;::5 © o Cits existence apparently had been un-
o known until recently. It was discov-
> . ered, the sources said, as the result of-

2t infOrmahon that came to the atten-

I, -"that prompted: .Attorney  Geéneral Ed-
- = ward H. Levi to order a search of FBI

'- files, ~ .SV

‘o
s

.. of secrécy on the matter; and only a
. small number’ of persons in the Jus—
tice Department and ¥BIL know about ~ -
*. the document’s existence. ..
. -As a result, theSources’ said, they"

are-unable to answer such questions
:*.°* as why the memo apparently never.’

vhe v e

. e

~ whether the information was accurate -;
.. and, if so, whether Castre’was" in-"~
formed about Oswald's lntentmns bes
fore or after Kennedy was killeds | ..
-Documents released recently by’ the

- tion Act establish that Oswald visited,
Mexico City less than two months be-
= fore the assassination and met- tnere

One of these CIA documaéits, dated”’
May 5, 1984, states that prior to Octo-

" embassy on’two or three occaslons
“and was in tontact with three alleged:
". Cuban intelligence agents. iden
£ro- gs - Luisa Calderon. - Manvel: Vegas -
“+ » Perez and Rogelio Todriguez Lopdz, -
> He 2lso is.known to have talked
* with an embassy officlal named Siliva
" Duran. She reportedly has stnd that
i she dealt with Oswald only about his

RS

to visit Cuba.

-Z the informant described in the Hoover

'-.

ln-.~ Taemo as having obtalned the informa-

‘. tan ;rom Castro Some of the sources
- . z .

',‘ and the FBI refused any comment on ,-

Thos;a sources who told The Wash- o

+.." “tiop of the Justice Department and |

r.-~ After - the memo was found th:e i
sources added; Levi put a-tight clamp

- 4emea

" lieve that such-a memorandum  ex-

. reached the Warren Comm;ssmn,-‘.,.rmsslon.

<7, CIA imder the ¥reedom of Informa-";

) & officials of the Cuban emblassy. i s
with oftict Y. '--whxle the~bureau was "investigating

" ber, 1963, Oswald visited the Cuban-:

tifled - Thission “of ‘the CIA’s

o unsuccessful.attempts to obtam a visa-”

:-»ov- ‘The sources were unab‘le to 1dentxfy .

Cubela, 2 high Cuban official and Cas-

- tro intimate whom the CIA recruited -
+ in- 1961 and who later flvured,in cia
-“plans to kill Castvo, -~ .-

.In the Senate intelligence commxt-

ms ]mwmum N

“tee investigation ‘last year 4t was dis- N

_ closed that the CTA employed a highly
placed Castro government . official
with the cryptonyn. AMLASH .in ef-

“forts to assassinate the Cuban leader. -

* Cubela and AMLASH were- publicly
reported to have been the same man,
The sources also were upable to say
.‘how Hoover came. into posszssion of
information from an informant inside -
Cuba, since foreign intelligence is a
CIA rather than an FBI function.
Some said they thought the informa-

tion had first been given to the CIA,. -

wh.lch then turned it over to Hoover.

" ... However, John McCone, who was |

CIA. director at the time, smd ina tel.’
- éphone interview’ yeste:-day that the
 information reportedly in the Hoover -
memo was “unknown to me.”

~» 43p%s the first I've ever heard ) of xt »

cCone said. “It’s hard for me to be-

_isted without it being known to me

“and to the staff of the Wa}nen Com- -¥

. e

.The same immt was_ made by Davxd
W Belin, who served as one of the-.

-

“ Yyarren Commission’s legal counsels..;

_He said,in a teleohone interview, T ;

.'-have absolutely no recollectlon ‘of
“ such.a memo. If such a document did .
sure that we never saw it” .

extst T'm
% - Other documents that have -heen:
made public recently indicate that.
- Hoover -and top ¥BI oftlcials. knew-

_the Kennedy-assassination — that the”
* CIA was exploring the possibility of,
- having-Castro killed. However; Haover

v -never. informed the Warren Com-

LA

E]ottlng again;t
- Cash'o.,.‘,__. --' Lt

-,'. .
A ‘,.l B
- . “om o

; ...'.'!' :
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e, TSNAYY, BOAYITE wam telophonlexnlly conteeted 4w kn R
Jt!ort %6 wake an sppolntaeny for ax intervisw, Ue weg contetted
2t telephane aumber BR 4<7230, ¥r, MORWITZ scknovledged thut! ghout -
?\:ro' wogks afo B¢ moved kix businees frox 1108 Vest h'renu‘.
Coicago, 1liineis, to 0344 Hortk Brosdvsy, Chnicego, 2ilinoiod He
stated thas bis current buelposs eporstesinder tue mawe Show Tiue,

¥r, SOR¥ITZ ackaowiedyped thst he has bsen kncws in the |
uusic bueinsss {n Chlerpo undsr the uixy of JALY UOVARD farminy yesra.

Ur, HORWIYZ stated that he would mot discuss tho matier

davolviag JACK RUDEZNSTEIY aw he wanted no part whaigoever of thig

h individual., M. HORKITZ refusod to msko himsel? svailoble for an
intepviow and stated ho wished b hed nover acknowlsedgod having

known RUDENSTEIX sgny yesrs apo vhen RUDZNSTEIN lived iu Chicspa.

Kr, XONYITZ stated RUDENSTEIY was only 3 pageing acqualdiance eof

iz snd be knew notaing conceralag biz,

!

O LTLATI04 @ wthinnes,. 2114005 : fite § 442048

¥y o 5A FILLIAY R, Droveatextetw ¢ Dote diateted 1032408

T Coranact Heakias Bottbor too samesdatioas Bot denvleslon? of 6o PRI T oy he gropenty of Tha F3I ved da bamuedl io
YUeT ynalry B Tad D4 Bo0tenld Big 69 19 b3 K la W Iv8w] PRt TRt 3084 P

Cosaussion Exunrr No, 3151--Continued

CEMNYRAL INTLLLIG Ehid AGKMNTY
Wasunsros, D8, 30509

. 6 June 1366

HEMORANDUM FORe My, ¥s Loe Rankds
Ceneyal Counsgl
. Presidant’s Commiesion on the
: Aovssainstion of Prosident Konasdy

SUBJECT: " Information Dovelepsd oa the Activity
of Lee Harvey OSWALD In Mexico Clip

. 3 On 26 Navember 1963 & young Latls American, referred
S0 hereln 25 D", came to the V.S, Embasry in Mexles Clty, He
elaimad he had beon In the Cudban Coneulste ln Mexieo Clty en

18 September 1963 when & men he Latew vecognised to be Lee Hirvey
OSWALD vecelved $6,500 In cash to kill sn important persos In the
United States,

2. "D" descrived the elvcumstances as followsr Whils starding
by & bathroom door aboud noon he saw a group of thres paracns eone
versing on 4 patio s few feed sway, One was 2 tall, thin Negra with
reddish hale, obviously dyed, who spake v3pldly in both Spanigh and
Englighs He had prominent cheek bones 3nd 3 notleeable sear on ths
fowar right side of his chine The second wae & white person whom
the gubject had seen previously in & walting voom cavrying a Canadisn
paesport, The white pevson had graen syev, tlondish haly, with &
pompadour hairds, and dark eyeglasses, The third poveon allegedly
sas Leo Haxvoy OSWALD, "D* was colapletely convincod of this
Trom published photos of OSWALD follewing the escassination,
OSWALD was wearlng & black sport cosl, bultonsdeup white shire

(orith short collay tabs, no tie, davk gray pants, and closr eyeglacses,

" Commassion Exwynrr No, 9162
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ok af N P Kot § ot ] bt
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He had ¢ groen passport In his pocket, wore a welst wateh wlth e
yeliow band, and eppeared to bave & pistol In & shoulder holster,
A ¢zl Cuban Jalasd the group momsntsrily snd psssed American
currency to the Negro. The Negro then allegedly 1aid to OSWALD
in English, ¥ want ¢o kil the man." OSWALD replled, "You're
ot man esough, 1 can do it The Negrothen sald (n Spanleh,

" exn't go with you, Ihive s lot to de,” OSWALD replied,

*The people sre waltlng for me back there.¥ The Negro then
gave OSWALD $6,500 1n large denomination U.S, bills, saying
"This len't much.Y Aflter hearing this eonversation, "D sald
thas he telephoned the U.5. Embassy In Mexleo Clty several Umes
on 20 September before the arsasoination in an attempt {0 report
Wis bellef that someone important in the Unlted States wao to bs
killed, dub was {{nally told by sormeoas at the Tmbassy to stap
wasting hls timee .

3, D" wys known tothis Agancy 83 & formes Lafoymant of
o Latla Amevlcan sscurlly servlew, Hlo rellability wao considered
guestionabie by U.S. authorities althouph be had not beeg whelly
digeredited, "D' elaimed he wao {n Mexive City working agains?
tse Cuban Communists for hiz scevice, The service, bowever,
hee denled that Be was scting on 1s behalfe While Investigation
¥a the United States thowed that ©SWALD could not pozelibly have
been in Mexiee Clty on 18 Septemnber {be wag knowa fo kave been

in New Orleans on both 17 30d 1§ Septembar}, iotensive lntevrogation .

failed to ehake "D's" gtory. .

4. On 3B Novembey 1963 the Menleas polics iaterviawed him, -
At Opst ¥D" perslated in bis story but on 30 Nevember he 3dmitted
is 2 signed statermnent that his wheols account aboul QSWALD was

2elce, He admitied bo hed ned seen Les OSWALD as all end that

Bt 2ad 2ot 6600 anybody paid meney in the Cutas Embasey, He

aleo sdmitted he had not tried repestedly to phons & waming to

ths U.S, Embassy in Mexico Clty on 20 September 29 he had
sraviouely eleimads Instend ho had firdt comtseisd the Vs Eme |
bitey aler the sssasulniticn. 0 sald thet his mollve I telling

this falsd atory was to belp get himael! admitted {no the Unlted

States a9 that ha could participate in action agalast Fldel Castre.

e 2ald that ba hated Castro xnd thought that hls story about OSWALD,
1f bellevsd, would help sanss the Uslted Statee {0 faka action against
Caatrge N f . .

L3 2
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3o Tollowing the above intorrogation, "BY

retrseted the confession hio had m:da‘to m‘:'ule:::':\f;}orrlmo
25397tiag that i1 bad been extoried Irom him gnder pras :;mn

He was thep quoetionsd by U.9. authorltles silng 2 polygraph

- machine, *D¥ voluntarlly consented to tho use of this e%uﬂp-

ments During the questioning 16 was pointed out to him that be
wes nol belag teuthivl, according to the pelygraph, in {danlifylag
pholographs of OSWALD a3 the person hs 42w ia the Cubaa
Consulaies He replled that he hed full falth in the polygraph,
t'ha: Be would ok sttempt 69 vefuta the results, and sl ke

‘must have bees mistaken," In addition bo changed hls stosy
r{x"ding the day he vivited the Cuban Consulate, fdnslly dew
: ding 1% toak plzcs on Tuesday, 17 Septembev, I wae ¢oncluded
Tom the roanlts of the polygvaph test that DY had {sbricated his
story abous OSWALD [a tote, “D" has elnze bien daporied b
he Mexlean sulhiorities 3o bis pativa counsry, g

w.fm—
Richard Helmo
Deputy Divector for Plazs

. wle . .
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X2, ALLEGATION Y %32

On Wovester 25, 1063, T-32 mads conteat with the
Taited Btates Iubasey at Xaxieo, D¢ Fep nd advised the .
Jollowing? . .

®.5% patored Yoxiece {1lopaily fres Custexals en

Augugt 29, 3003, travolsd to Vexice, D, Fsy and subsscuently
mode coatset with s Micararusn comxunist residing io
From thig contact 4 plan vag dovologod fop T=33 %o travel to
Cuba to study guorrilla vardave tactizs. llw had ocessloa to
vigit the Cubaz Congulste i Moxico, De Pe, Sovoral difforest
t3e0s for the purpese of obtuining travel dozumontation for
Cubs by fwaisdisg falze Sdontizicatiol payers & 8 Hexlesn
citizen,

Te stated thet on Soptowber 18, 31063, ke went <6
¢he Cubza Conzulute, and vhilo sitiiag in the waiting voos
2a¥ & group of spproxizatsly oight persons enter the Consylate
and the office af Cubsn Conpul EUSENIO AICUR, & perces ymknova
¢o him vas sitting st AZCUE'S desk, & shorg ties later, waile
source vaig atanding cear the doey to tha uon's room &t the
Cuban Congulnte, he zoticod thres mon convoraing & fov foet
3 svsy fros him, Ooe of thom wag 3 tall, this legve with
reddish bair) tho gocond wais & x1a sbom T=32 bad geon proviously
Bolding n Canzdisn passpert 4n $hoe waitive voos of ¢he Cubsa
L Cqnsulste; s&d $he Saird pergon woy LER BARVIY QSVALD.

,' Scures statod Thet s 2833 Cuben Joimod the chove
zroup morensarily and paxscd some Valted Btstos currensy %o
the Xogeve

t
"me folleving conversation detween the Negro and
GSSALD vag overkosrd by gourvel

Nezro (4n Mxglfsd): I want o ki1l the mas,
QSeAlD: Tou'rs sob manm encugh, § o2e do 8%,

:
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" pointe

¥egre (in Spanighdy 3 can't go with you, ¥ have
'Y

it to dm,
O8YALDY The pooplo are waltlng for me haek there,
T-32 gtatod ¢hat the Xopeo then gave OSTALD
$6,500 43 Unitod Jistow curroney of large denoninations,
AyYingt *Thle lou't wuek,® ©f thilm wum, 31,000 wan for oxtra
xpensofe The Mogre slso pave OSYALD sboulb 300 Wexican pencese

Ir & Iater {ntorview, mource sntated that tho
United Statos bark notes vore im s nwall pack sbout onz fourth
of an $nch thick, bound with 2 papor pand, shich the Regre
breke bolory counting ous 33,500 extre for expenwes snd 35,000
a8 ®sdvance paysent,®

Te32 gtated that Osvald had carriod 2 mreen
paezpard 2 kie pocket; snd he boliaved he gue OSVALD wesring
& pistol in 8 ohoulder holuter, bul ha wom not surs of this
fi2 siated thet OSYALD bad long whoos and 2 wrist walch
vith ¢ yelloveuotal band, A4ccordisg to woures, OSYALD
sppoarod to bo complotoly &b homo b tho Consulsie engd %0 know
sud t8 Lo knova by Cuban Consulate permonnoele

T=32 wso arrested and {ntorrogated by Uexican
suthoritise ¢n Yovombor 20, 1963, and a copy of the interroe
gstion repors by the Mexican authorities revealsd ihe follovings

At ¢ho outoot wourco's viory genorally racombled
that vecorded above, Mo ropestold {o tho Mexicait zuthorities
the dotsily of the scone 4n which be nav the Xegre, the
Cansdisn and the Aworicsn convoraing together, thg delivery
©§ the wonoy $0 the dmerscin by the Nexro, and the conversation
he overheards ' ’

T=33 sdrized the interviering Neriean sffisials
that upon gooing tho photograph of OIFALD &a the nowspapors
following the susassination of Proaident JOUN ¥, LLMBEDY, ko
a:ozﬁ:oa CIVALD a8 the dasericas ke had peon &% the Cudsa

sulags,

An exgorpt 2rom sourcets octalensnt 4o MNoxlcsn
sutteritios, 3o traszlsted from Spanish, &9 ey follews:

w i a
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® that ho had no motivy other iban tho profeund
hatred he feols for communium, That sll hip 1ife
¢he whtncas had dedicated bimsalf Lo combating
cosnunisnm and ho yegrets AL thir moment hob having
. accemplished his objective in the senay of €ausing
& reaction on tho part of tue Asoriean Qoveraxeng
sgaiasi FIDEL CASTRO.™ '

Peesuza of the fact that audsequont to making the
abovaemantiongd siatement to Hezlean authorities, sgurce
clained that he bad changod his atatoment bocause of foar,
N was dntervieved at conaiderable longth oa Degember § and . ,
6, L8533, in MoxlecO, D, ¥»

Aftar raltorating 2is sinry, T=J1 was aflforded
$ polygraph sxaminstion da Neeralor 8, 1003, During the gourae
of thoe cxaainition Ao zas aoxed, "lg this ihe Amorican yuu saw : . A
9? %skcbgbn Congulate?™ A% ihe tiac he wae shown photographs . {
® ¥ . . e

. Rieh 4ime %6 wan ashed thlp guostion, he definitsly .
rsaponded, "Yeg,™ dut 4% was notod thal the polygraph indicated
a “dacoption responae™ on theso answars, ThoSd rosponses apnd . , s
thoze with sespact to othor queutions laed to the conciusica . oo

ikat T»32 was & fabriostor, It vis specilically poluted . ' L ' 4
ol 36 hin 13a% the polygraph indicabisd that Be was not beigg ) .. 5 L
R e . . ,
. : . L . . . ’ '- > e
® 188 = f ’ .

10 was OSVWALD,
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erires (@ xints thna o Amnvinsy te whoxm he P .
roforred l.nlgho ‘m;déﬂe{ h!l,n nt;lt;?ht and ‘(dm:h ' . :g“:.“‘;x,:sgg g‘ﬁg’ﬁs&ghmﬁ“?" of gnl‘m 82 folng
, ta Raw the th o arbor 6 A gend En the o ' onsulate; and ke was
Cuuan Consuinie aa&hrne‘u;\gl!’; v:v;z:g! ince. u!;out .. L for big explasaticn thogost, ¢ ® taed
sizly per cent, €0 LKW HALVAY Ol sngasnis - v .
of tha President of the Uniled Bisies), That T . Typragh SogFiplied that Be hid £ull faltx in the
aftor the assasainansion ol Pranldont XERNEOY the ' V - . ?]gnzr"”t &0d would not atienst to rofuts 4ts rosulita. W
witness took adrantage of thia fset &n hig favor . coe } {hat gn h°d“y $aat the only cuplnv -on Ro could offar was
to cxploit 4%, furnishing veratons auch a8 $ho3e LR Seel % e UMW Azoricaa i o (uban Cozpslute on
iatlially sot forih, for the purpnen of provokisg : Sonine ol 3863, ¥ho regonbled OSYALD, and 3at upon
an eacrgetdo roaction free (he pelillcal polut of 3 ’ Q g ighl chphotognpn g2 OIWALD 1 the Sewspanery hs budlt
wicw on the part of the United Ststea of Anorics . eoaniet o i“-“"“;u‘““f conscioutly o subconseicusly, &
sgainat the goverament af Fiikt CANTAD BUD pnd : piots bolief that the porson 5o Bid 652 43 the Cuuhh
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¥ Mexico City in early Sepiember to receive money and orders for the
“. pssassination,® that hehad been flown to a secret airfield somewhere in
Y: ornear the Yucatan Peninsula,’® that he might have mada contacts in
.- Mexico CGity with a Communist from the United States shortly
7 before the assassination,’®® and that Oswald assassinated the Presi-
.~ dent at the direction of a particular Cuban agent who met with him in
" the United States and paid him $7,000.5*¢ A letter was received from
-~ someone in Cuba alleging the writer had attended a-meeting where
_ the assassination had been discussed as part of a plan which would
~ soon include the death of other non-Communist leaders in tho Ameri.
cas®™ The chargs was made in a Cuban expatriate publication that in
& speech ha delivered 5 days after the assassination, while he was under
the influence of liguor, Fidel Castro made a slip of the tongue and said,
" *“The first tims Oswald was in Cuba,” thereby giving away the
.t fact that Oswald had made one or more surreptitions trips to that
.| country.p? -t T ) o
7  Some stories linked the assassination to anti-Castro groups who
~. allegedly were engaged in obtaining illicit firearms in the United
;7 States, one such claim being that these groups killed the President as
7. part of a bargain with some illicit organizations who would then
S : - supply them with firearms as payment’® Other rumors placed
- - Oswald in Miami, Fla, at various times, allegedly in pro-Cuban ac-
: . z£--tivities there® The assassination was claimed to have been ecarried
~ ont by Chiness Communists operating jointly with the Cubans’”
= Oswald was also alleged to have met with the Cuban Ambassador in
%" ..a Mexico City restaurant and to have driven off in the Ambassador’s
. 37 car for a private tall®® Castro himself, it was nlleged, 2 days after

5 -the assassination called for the files relating to Oswald’s dealings with

%% two members of the Cuban diplomatic mission in the Soviet Union;

cmE e

. the inference drawn was that ths “dealings” had occurred and had
: Oswald’s lifes™ Without exception, the rumors and allegations of

in some cases the product of mistaken identification.

#*is the case of “D,” a young Latin American secret agent who ap-
- proached U.S. suthorities in Mexico shortly after the assassination
< -and declared that he saw Les Harvey Oswald receiving $6,500 to kill
i 7 the President. Among other details, “D” said that at about noon on
L& September 18, waiting to conduct soms business at the Cuban con-
3y, sulate, he saw a group of three persons conversing in o patio a few
“% feet awny. One was a tall, thin Negro with reddish hair, obviously
Zdyed, who spoke rapidly in both Spanish and English, and another

" Wwas a moen he said was Les Harvey Oswald. A tall Cuban joined the

group momentarily and passed some currency to the Negro. The

Negro then nllegedly said to Oswald in English, “Y want to kill the
man.” QOswald replied, “You’re not man enough, I can do it.” The
Regro then said in Spanish, “Y can't go with you, X have a Iot to do.”
" Oswald replied, “The people are waiting for me back there.” The

2 : . 307

" esteblished a secret subversive relationship which continued through
i conspiratorial contact wers shown to be without any factual basis,

. =57 Tllustrative of the attention given to the most serious allegations.
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Negro then gave Oswald $5,500 in Iarze-denomination American billy,
saying, “This isn’t much.” After hearing this conversation, “D” saig
that ho telephoned the American Embassy in Mexico City severa)
times prior to the assassination in an attempt to report his belief tha
someone important in the United States was to be killed, but was

finally told by someons at the Embassy to stop wasting his time.
“D* and his allegations were Immediately subjected to intensive
investigation. ¥is forrmer amployment as an agent for a Latin Ameri.
can country was confirmed, although his superiors had no knowledge
of his presencs in Mexico or the assigniment described by “D.” Four
days after “D" first appeared the U.S. Government was informed by
tha Mexican authorities that “D” had admitted in writing that his

" whole narrative about (Oswald was false. He said that he had never

seen Oswald anyplace, and that he had not seen anybody-paid money

- in the Cuban Embassy. He also admitted that he never tried to tele-

phons the American Embassy in September and that his first call to

“* the Embassy was after the assassination. “D” said that his motive in
- - fabricating the story was to help get himself admitted into the United

States so that he could there participate in action against Fidel Castro.

. Ho said that he hated Castro and hoped that the story he made up
- would be belisved and would cause the United States to %tale action”

against him. : : :
Still later, when guestioned by American authorities, “D” claimed
that he had been pressured into retracting his statement by the Mex-

. ican police and that the retraction, rather thau his first statement,
" .. was false. A portion of the American questioning was carried on

with the use of 2 polygraph machine, with thes consent of “D.” When
told ihat the machine indicated that he was probably lying, “D” said
words to the effect that he “must be mistaken.,” Tnvestigation in the

" meaniime had disclosed that the Embassy extension number “D” said

he had called wonld not have given him the person he said he spoke

. to, and that no ons at the Embassy—clerks, secretaries, or officers—
" - had any recollection of his calls. In addition, Oswald spoke little, if

any, Spanish., That he could have carried on the alleged conversation
with the red-headed Negro in the Cuban Embassy, part of which was

" supposed to have been in Spanish, was therefors doubtful. “D” now
" said that he was yncertain as to the date when he saw “someone who

looked like Oswald” at the Cuban Embassy, and upon reconsideration,
hoe now thought it was on a Tuesday, September 17, rather than Sep-
tember 18.. On September 17, however, Oswald visited the Louisiana
State T'nemployment Commission in New Orleans and also cashed 2

check from the Texas Employment Commission at the Winn-Dixie
Store No. 1425 in New Orleans. On the basis of the retractions made’

by “D” when he heard the results of the polygraph examination, and
on the basis of discrepancies which appeared in his story, it was
concluced that “D” was lying®® - - -

"The investigation of the Commission has thus produced no evidence

that Oswald’s trip to Mexico was in any way connected with the assas-

_ gination of President Xennedy, nor has it uncovered evidence that the

308
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1. - On the morning of 26 Noverber an officer of this S=ction, -°
accompanied by Mr. Plambeck of the Security Oifice,
Subject in a parked caxr on the south edze of tha city.

atatements, vnlass otharwise noted, are those of the Suajact:f

tactics,

Consulate in Mexico.

Subject was boxrn 31 January 1943 in Ciudad Rawma, . .° "
Departamento Zelaya, Nicaragua, IHe eztered Mexico by : _
. bua on 29 Angust 1963 on his way to Cuba to study guerrillawarfars

interviewad | &
The following

He was to walt in Mexico until false documeantation
as a Mexican citizen could be arranzed through the Cuban

The real purpoaz behind hia travel

involved a penetration mission for ths Nicaraguan Secret Service,
His supexior in Mexico City is Major Roger JEREZ, Micaragean
Military Attache, whose office is locatad at Pasaje Latino,

-Interior 513, telaphona 46-33-37,

Mexico City, -

On 2 Septemoer Subject repo*'tf»d in Mexico City to o
Profezasor Edzlberto TORRES, who lives at General Zuazua, =~
Number 37, Interilor 7. TORRES is a Nicaraguan and is in

charga of N

Nicaraguan Communist travzllers to Cuba.

H=1is a

well~kpown Communist and has a dauzhter in Moscow who
trzvelled there on false Mexican papers.

On 2 Szptembear Supjact discussed anti-Somoza guerrilla
activities in Departamento Atlantico, MNicaragwa, with TORRES

2nd the brothers Custavo and Fumberio Jerexz

Humberto is Mexicen femals normal school,

zacher in a

Talavara.

TORRES tol«:i Subject that ke would receive 300 Mexican p=sos

A;ﬂa‘f

1e31
R AL

HOf

monthly subaistence allowance pending the aryongement

2 6970
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o i3 Supitember Sudjsct weat to the £ ul
turm Oovar pasaporct photos to Conzul AZTUE, Whils «izting
in the walting room, he saw a yrou) of apsroxizmazely 3

person3 eater the Consulate and go into AZTUR's oifice, but
he noticed that an vakaown person wag sitiing at AZSUT s desk.

A Cuban employes of the Conaulats koown to Subject in =~ =+
2lias as Jvan Joss, about 40 years old, mustaches, normal : L
build, siraizht hair, emer-ved irom the oifice and asked U )

Subject to turn over his photographs. Al this point, SquacL B
askad to be shown the location of the men's room and was
~ directed through a door to a pasaageway leading to a oa.t:.oﬁ
The .loor of the patio open3a oif t.h:.s vagsagSway, L
While standmg by thea bathroom doozw, Sa.b_)au saW a
" group of 3 persons conversing on the patio a few fzet awayw
T - One was a tall; thin Negro with reddish hair which appzaraed - L
to be dyad. ¥e had prominent chezkbonea and a noticeable .- - '
scaxr on his lowex xight sidz of hia chin. He 3poks repsatiedly
with a Cuban accent and also spoka some Znglish. .Another .
one wa3s a white man whom Subject had previously asen ’
holdinz a Canadian passport in the waiting room, This person.  -.
had green eyes and darik bload hair which was arranged in a
Yexistantialist” hairdo with 2 pompadour. Iz woxe glasses of
‘the typs with a mirror-like outer surface. Ths third person
was Les Harvey OSWALD {Subject was completely convinced
from published photos that this was O3W -‘&L,,) ne aald thexra
was aota hadow of doubt in his mind, ) o L

-

OSWALD was wearing a black sport coat, buttosed up
-.vhitp shi- with short collar tabs, no tiz, daxk gray pante and
zar eyeglass=s. (Subject stuck to this story that he was
wearing zyeglassas desplie the fact that thay were not pr esent

in publishad photos of OSWALD. )

.
Subjzct sa2w a tall Cuban join thez group momeatarily zad
£as9g soma2 Americea currency to the Nzgro. This vnidentifisd -
Cuban man had apparently come out of AZCUE's office into the

SEGREY - #6976
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5
preo, o is desoribes as tall, soildly bully, 2 mouloyio wil,
curly hair, waacing 2 brown .su?_-: asd rad-strised e,

Negro: (in. English) I want to Xill the man,.
OS5y VALD You’re not man enouan Ican do 1-,-
Negro: (m Spanish) I can't go with you. I have a lof to do. .

OSWALD: The peopls are waiting for me back there. = .

“The MHegro then gave OSWALD 5,500 dollars inlaxge . "

 derminication U.S, bills sayisg *"this isn't much®. OFf this awm,

3,500 dollars was for extra expenses, The Nzzro also gave

OSWALD =about 200 Mexican pesos.’ Later the Subjact sawa

pretty girl beliaved ta be a Cuban employes of the Conselate
give OSWALD an Yabrazo® and tell him that she w=s living at | -

Ca..le Juar=z #407 in case he wished to find her., The girl .

eporeated to be about 20 years old and her manaer remiaded

Subjact of a prostimte. OSWALD, thz Negro and the Canadiag

then want vpstairs. s - .

Subjécf: laft the Consulate building momentarily to buy a o

- popsicle at the corner axnd saw these threa parsons lzave by

thz Xmbassy gate near the cornsr of Tacubaya whera thay
entzred 2 parked black cax, probably a Chevrolet. Subjact -
reentared the Consvlate waiting xoom and later was approachad
by thz tall unidzatified Cuban who came out 2f AZCURE's office -
and told Subject to return the next day at which time his fingexr—
prints would be taken and he would complets a form for

obtaining travel documents. .

Subject returned to the Conawlate on 19 Septembex at
about 0315 and filled out the forrm. He was told at'this time
thz=t hz would be aporoad’x ed by an Embassy officer 1o make
w2 a story for his false Mexican papers. ,;Ian) paopla wara in
the waiting xoom on the morning of 1% September and the doox

L»t
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was finatly closed to ke=p othars from antering, ;

]

Subjacr was then told 5 coniast TORLES, wasresioa
£ o TORRDSZY homme but TORITS? wife, a Cuatemalas
Subject that he was al the Sovist Tmbasgr. Sabje
2 Ej viat Embaaay about 11330 but was not allowed ©
althouzh he kad been there on earlier occasiona with TORRES.

At J”lS gomt, Dr. Noel JARQUIN Toledo, Nicaraguan .
Comizunist, who has beer in Moscow, approachead and sé.’w o
Subject standing at the gate. Hz asked Subject why he was - - -
there and Subject said h2 waa looking for SORAES. JARQUIN .
irformad him that TORRES was inside. TOIXITS soon came

out and accompanied Subj=ct to the Cuban Gonsulate.

. TORRES entered AZCUZ's ofice alone and later emery
telling Subject Myou have nothing further to do here nnt.!. I
- contact you.” At this point, an unidentified girl entered the

W

o

‘Consulate and graetad TORRES, TORRES repliicd Ynot now, . -

come 'bad(tomorrow." . S

OCn the night of 19 September TORRES presidedovera - -
meeting of about 18 Nicaraguan Commuaists held at his home
to discuss a rec;eni guerrilla attachika the Segovia Region of
Nicaragna, TORRES announcad that & guarrillas had been
"illec‘. and said thaf the next year would be a tough one becausa
the U.S, policy might change and the Communist might find
themselves isolated. TORRES asked Subject if he knew the
Laguna de Perlas area of Nicarazua where tha U, S, is training
Cubans. He referred to it a3 Yzona gringa'. Subject replied
that he was not acq’uainted with the arsa,

n 26 S?pt»*noar TORRES sant Earigue CUADRA Colladp,
‘an -.,:nplc)/e:c of Carton Znvazes de Maxico, Lazo de L.a:xala 13,
to rell Subject that he should go to tha Cuban Zuorisulate. Subjact
weat to the Conaulats but wag told to wait bacause the Consacl

WAS very busy.

While waiting for the Consul, Subject saw the Canadian-
2z2in. The Canadiaa was smoking a cigarette and wearing a
Rolex wristwaich which a Conaulate employee was tryingz to buy
frem him for 1,000 pesos. The Canadian ¢ ;.u_led to 5211, zaying
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Thz rad hairsd N..;:,ro mentioned na"‘-ia:‘ the
dian uovsrairs. As he wae lz a.v'mg the waltiag voom,: - °

the Cana:
tnz Canadiaa Ilashsd a largs wad of 7,5, dollars asd said 'Im
- zoiag. The skies are cloeding up and they'rz waiting foa me

-

at bo:ﬂa. - . . R .‘”",-

At the end of September Subject phoned the American’ - R
Einbassy several times to report his belief that somszona - -
important in the U,S. was to ba killed. In making these calls,
he uvsed the name Jorge KYNAUT (phonetic) to protect his _ - ;
identity. He was asked if the call rzlated to visa meatters c.nd
he repliad Y'no, it involvad a political meatter, he wishad to _
spzak with a person of confidence. " His first call waa acreened
by two fernales and he finally apoke to a rman who took Subjsct's
phone number {30-19-52) and said he would call back, Tha maxn
never called., Subject triad regeatedly to contact the Embagsy

by prone but was finally told “qmt wasting our time; we are

working her=s and not playing.’ S

When Subject.saw the photograph of OSWALD in a local news>
paper, he contacted the Embaasy Security Cilice on 25 Movember,

. 2., The officers interviewzd Subject on 25 Novembex and agr eed

that he was a youngz, guite serions person who spoke with conviction,

He showad that he knew enongh English to underagiand rudimentary

convaraation in that language.

Subject said that ke had taken trainiag ia the Fanarmwa Canal
Zone when ha was wita the Nicaraguan Army and admitted that
Az was z2:lll 2 membexr of the Nicaraguan Cormmunist Paxty,
having originally been a convinced Maxrxisi., Later he became
disiliusionsd and for the past four years has worked as a2 pena-
tration agent for the Nicaraguan Government. He said he

expzcted 1o enter Cuba within 2 months, .

Subject explaimzd that he was outragad by the assassination
of President Xennedy which hz was 30 percent sure’ was a
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Covnmaaist plot. e s3id he did oot wish o betours Involvaeyd
in nay big publicity splash and rhoped that hia namms would be
Laot yscret, bul that he would bz williny o do Mwhatevar

neesavary. Y f\'c ihis uxmg, .;u—::g;:c; waa living at Pxno *zj

*

3. On the night of 26 November ha was interrogated b ] -*’wo officers
of this Section. IHis story remains subatantially the same as set .€ortn '
abovs, XHe recognized photographs of the following Cubax Embaszsy -
p:»,rsom::e}.- Silvia DURAN, Frarciaco LLAGOSTERA, Crostaes RU};Z, :
Samuel PEREZ, Rogelio RODRIGUEZ, Raul APARICIO, Rolanda - v ;

ESTEVA, Heberto JORRIN, Oscar CONCEPCION, Antonio EAREGLA. .
Jose Ferzandez ROA, Andrss ARMONA, Joagquin HERNANDEZ Armz.a, .
#¥RaulY, Persguina *L_.O\}’::;O Luisa CALDERON, and Alreda '\.&LQ.A.B

¢ did not kaow any of thass persors by namae, but waa able to give ~ . -
partial descriptions such as dutizs, height, skia coloring, condition of
teeth, disposition, accent, ete, He ldextified tha photograph of Oscarx
CONCEPLION as the tall Cuban mentionad above and a pholograph of
Leisa CALDERQON as the pretty 3irl mentioned above. He alszo identified
Franciaco LLAGOSTERA as the mustached Cuban whom he had known 4
under alizs of Juan Jose. This was the sarms person incidentally who was
triZng to buy tha watch from the Canadian, Subject quickly identified
the Wew Orleans mug shot of OSWALD which had baen supplied by your

. office. He said that he was positive of thass identifications. )

4, At this :mt rrooaticn, Subjact said
. O5SWALD kad carrizd a gresn passport in his pociket
and Subject belizves he saw OSWALD \';iearing 2 shouvldar
holatar pistsl. He did not seem to ba too aure of thiz ~ . -~ -
poiat. Hs said OSWALLD wors long shoes and had o wrist
watch with a yellow metal band. He illustrated OSWALD's
raannayr of slouching in a chair at the Consunlalae whll—c~ i
thz waiting roosmn at about noon on 18 September. He said
IR that C3WALD seemed to ba completely at homa and appearad
to know and b2 known by Consulate personnel, A% one point
he heard OSWALD use the Moxican slang exprassion "Cabron!,

SECRET . . #6976



Sudjzct reenacted thz convasaation aal --kanv, 344:;30
scene fx3cribed o
was esszanilally the &
ne had OSWALD use za=z word x
Negrop hazce, V¥outsz aot tha mean., 1 <an kil him,”? : S

IHe said that the U.S, bank notes were in 2 amall L '

pack about 1/4 inch thick bound with a pager band which the - :;.5“‘

' N2gro broke bafore countiaz out 1, 500 doilars for extra - ~ . -
expensas and 5,000 dollara as "advance payment,” . 7T o

- -

Subject said that he is 3til} a sargeant in the Nicaraguai
Civil Guard and that be entared Mexico illegally or 29 August ~
without travel documents, paying a bribe at tha border and ...~

having tragsited Honduras, Guatsmala and Xl Salvadox en [
route, e said that he bad bzen to Mexico in 1951 on a mission -
for the Nicaraguan Secret Servics afier a contrived sscape .
irom false arrest in Nicaraguid, followsd by aperiod’of asylum
“in the Maikican Zmbasay. XHe 2ail that his iraining reczived

in the Canal Zone took place in Foxt Glick in March 1956 {n.ota )
Subgect would have only been 16 y=ars old at that time). oo

Subject said that ha had been to the Cuban Consulate or;.
2 ar 3 September, 15 or 16 September, 13 Septembesr; T
19 Saptembar,i 26 September and 25 Novembar, .

, a:lz:mts to hav::zﬂ visited the Sovist Embassy aporoxi-
mats ly 6 oxr 7 times; about 2 times with TORRES., He was
- sormewhat fuzzy on xsasons for thase visits and wasz not -
nressad [or detall at this seasion. _ g . .
5. Inorder to keep Subject available for further interrogation, hs
was instrocted to find other living quarters where he should register
in 2n alias, On the following morning, 27 Novamber, he renorted that
nz had registered as Alberto SANCHEZ, Room 203, Hotel Mecaxa,
Ca 28 Movemmber he wasa arrestad by Me:xdcan police at the hotzl. This
oifice has no furthar contact with Subject, . )
DISSEZMINATION OF THIS INFORIMATION OQUTSIDE YOUR OFFICE
SHQULD BE CLEARED WITH CUR HEZADQUARTERS IN WASHINGTON,

ity / t//fzx’ff_{:’,ul/z_}—}J
T A /.,/ (} - SLORAET ’ : ’ #69 75
/- <l e
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3.
have no basis in fac
Jack Ruby,

nor did we

2 Attachments, a/s

cc: DDCI

CONCUR:

-
e
LR

Chief, Counterintelligence Staff

. Iheocdors G. Shaclley
for

Deputy Director for Operations

o
To our knowledge the allegations in Subject article
7y

have relationship with

Clay Shaw or Lee Harvey Oswald.

Raymond A. Warren
; 2 ?5‘:271.: <
Date
Coa )
Date
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence

FROM : Raymond A. Warren
Chief, Latin America Division

VIA : Deputy Director for Operations

SUBJECT : Citations from Robert Dietz Morrow's Bcecok,
"Betrayal' in "Midnight," a Weekly Tabloid,
entitled, "How CIA Plot to Kill Castro
Backfired" :

REFERENCE - : Memorandum for DCT from C/LA, Subject:
"Possible Accusations Against the CIA,"
Dated 31 July 1976

~

1. Attached is 'a copy of Subject article from the
2 August 1976 edition of the tabloid "Midnight."

2. Also attached is a copy of a 24 March 1976 memorandum
for the Deputy Director for Administration from the Director.
of Security relative to Robert Dietz Morrow. This memo
indicates that Mr. Morrow was granted a Secret contract
clearance in September 1962 for use by the Office’ of Commu-
nications which contracted with Morrow Products, Baltimore,
Maryland, to produce an adapter which would greatly reduce
interference on radio receivers. The adapter was delivered

.in February 1963 and found tc be worthless and the contract

was terminated. Subsequently, Morrow became involved with
Mario GARCIA Kohly and made. the plates from which Kohly
produced counterfeit Cuban pesos. Morrow and his wife,
Cecily, were arrested along -with Kohly by the Secret Service
cn 1 October 1963. At that time Morrow told the Secret
Service that he had become associated with a '"certain agent"
after building a2 device which he demonstrated to CIA.
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FROM : Raymond A. Warren
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VIA : Deputy Director for Operations
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New York Times, a Richmond newsp
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and others. According to thi

provided tnis allieged information

Latin Americz Division
ice of Leaislative

hat he had just talked on the phone to a stdff aide
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esentative Downing had just
Morrow,
KXennedy assassination.

author of 2
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the staff aide said is to appear in the New York Times on

Sunday,

1 dugust:

a. President Richard Nixon pr
GARCIA Kohly that if an invasion o
Nixon would arrange that all Cuban
Cuba would be killed.  The implicat
killings would be carried out by t

b. British overflights from t
there were Soviet missiles in
1960, and.they were not removed un
Keanedy knew of this information,
the public.

that

-

2. The staff aide said that Repre
to call a press confercnce on Monday, 2
the above information, but not neccssar
accuracy.
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By HARRY ALTSHULER
MIDNIGHT Staff Writer

The CIA and Fide! Castro were

both beiting on the same agent
— and Castro wong

The CIA plotied to murder Cas-
t7o by using a Cuban agent
code-named Am/Lash, who
agreed to lead a coup to overturn
the Castro government.

But Am/Lash was adouble ogent,
A longtime faithiul pal of Casto,
named Rolando Cabelo, he took the X
CIA's muncy —and spilied its plans - B
ko Cantio’s car.

Inangry retadiation, Castio setup
the assissination of President John
F. Kennedy.,

That s the story — alieady fong-
Kknown o some Washangton circles
— behund the reopening of the fike
on JFK s murder,

But the truth may be even muore
complen. Now a former CLA opern-
tive, Robert 1. Morrow, has spitied

a dosen yeors of seerets into a confessponal book, **Be-
trayal,” published by the Henry Regnery Co.. Chicago.

Lee Harvey Oswald was not the assassin, Morrow as-
Sses.

Oswabil was just the chump set up to take the blume, while
the teal Rallers escaped.

According to Morrow, Osw ald was a small-time CIA ¢m-

ROBERT MORROW, former CIA man, holds
Mannhcher rifle he was ordered to buy before the,
assassination. Three men fired at JFK he claims.

CIA blamed Kennedy
for Bay Of Pigs failure.

'Kennedy
‘Was
Trying
To Get
Casiro,

Byt
Castro
Got To

Him First

—LBJ

playee, working underorders. He had noidea what i was all
about or where his own actions fitted injo the picturg,

A group inside the CIA itaclf, working closely with™is-
gruntled Cuban eailes. plotted the assasSination, suyS#¥or-
TOW.

Oswathl's boss was another CIA employee. Jach Ruby,
Ruby knew the scope of the plot and wanted no part of it,
But Ruby had a racket of his own on the side. Jdrig-running
from Cuba. It made him vilnerable to blackml

Ruby was the Dallas nightelub operator who walked up o
Oswald and, as the nation watched on TV, shot him at close o
range. Ruby toois now dead, but his cliim was he performed
the act oul of love for the dead President. Morrow says this
is the truth about Ruby:

He was ordered to liquidate Oswald, to keep his mouth
shut, and threatened with a jail sentence on a drug charge if
he hesitated. T :

What did the CLA cabal have agginat. JFR? Morrow ex-
plains the CIA group and its Cuban exile friends blamed
Kennedy for the Bay of igs invasion failure. And they
chau ged him with playing politics in the Cuban missile ¢risis,

1 our President and his brother sit on the missile infor-
mation. he won'tlive through his first term, ™ Morrow heard
from an inssder.

The CIA-Cuban exile plotters regarded JEK as 2 trntor.
They felt he wasn't ready enough to battle Castro, whom
they saw as a deadly menace to the U.S.

Their first plan was to ruin Castro by counterfeiting
Cuban currency to smash the economy. They were running
their counterfeiting operation with U S, government funds
and salarics, but naturally they had to keep it dark from the
White House.

Their secrecy succeeded oo well — for the Secret Serv-
ice broke in and arrested them as ordinary counterferters. |
Morow himself was handed a two-year sentence, sus-
pended, in connection with the scheme.

The insiders felt the White House had interfered with
their last hope — short of violence — of breaking Castro.

*If we can’t get Castro because of the President, we'lt Rt
the President first, so we can get at Castro,” one of them
warned Morrow. “u

The kingpin of the gioup,

JOHNSON refused to
spill any details.

assiin e ot

his book says, was Clay Shaw,
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ROLANDO CUBELO, almost a Castro lookalike

with the beard and cigar, wore his arm in a sling

as a result of wounds he received in the Presi-

dential Palace takeover in Havana on Castro's
behalf.

now dead. a New Orleans businessman who was a powerin
the CIA. Morrow guotes him as declaring: *“The assassina-
tion of a President may scem a monstrous act, but not if the
alternative is an America under communist rule...”

Long afterward, Shaw was indicted on a conspiracy
charge, and acquitted as innocent,

But meanwhile. us Morrow tells it, the plot weni ahead.
Oswald was picked as the fall guy, to be fod to the police
while the men who uctually fired the shots in Dallas that
Nov, 22 got away. )

This part of the story fits in with recent Senate intells-
gence Committee revelations of two Cuba-connected fugi-
tives following the assassination, One fled Texas for Mexico
the same day, and a Cuba-bound airliner was held back tilt
he scrambled aboard.

. The other reached Mexico the following day. and was
immediately lown out 10 Cuba on an airliner with no other
pussengers.

. According to Morrow, these were the men with Mann-
licher rifles similur to the one Oswald owned, who fired at
the President from hidden vastage paints. The explanation
that there was more than one man firing accounts for the
puzzling profusion of wounds. e

tf the truth was known or suspected in Washington, why
has it been o long coming into the oapen? .

Current talk 1n the nation's capital is that the first ones to
realize Custro’s involvement had 5
were openly accused,
his buacker, Russin —
whole world dreaded.

So they kept quict — even the man in the White House,
Lyndon B..Johnson.

News commentator Howard K. Smith hits now revealed a
confidential conversution with Johnwon. long ago.

S tell you somcthing about kennedy's murder that will
rock you,” Johnvon confided, *‘hennedy was trying to get
Cn\.qu. hut Castro got to him first.”

Smith admits, 1 was rocked all right. | begged for details.,
but he refused, saying it will all come out some day.”

True enough, there huve been rumors for years, in MID-
NIGHT and clewhere, despite the massive efforts to bury
mvestigation under the Wairen Report,

The CIA und the FBI were naltrally reluctant to fet the
wothd find out they hid been booby-trapped by a double

tt would lead to a confrontation with
possibly the nuclear holocaust the

A agent,

Phey didn’t even want 1o think about the truth — that it

§ was the ¢ IA Plottng aganst Castio that fed o the death of
E the Amcncan Piesdent

That was why the ( 14

. and the I+ Bl kept seerets fiom the
Winien Conunsion

and even fwled to follow up leads for
what they might leam,

a terrible fear that of he™
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A RLTCTAE AL
T ON TAGE 2 |

- " 'Axsocm«}}’r:” ERE AL
Contracy io-swom Leat:mony, Lh°
‘CIA ouce considered using presiden- -
tial assassin Lee Harvey Oswald asa
source - of “intelligence . information.:
about the Soviet Union, according to .
anewly released CIA dccument._. .

In sworn teatx":ony before - the
Warren - Commission, . former_-CI AL
Diractor Richard, Helms said the-.
szency never had, or evea conterm-”
p‘a‘*d any contacts with Oswald,

‘The newly released document,
written by an unidentified CIA officer
thres days =fter President John F.
Kennedy was killed i in Dallas on Nov. :
.22, 1863, says that **we showed intel- -

“services, testified _under-oath -that

[
lizeace mte‘eat\ in Osw.ﬂd and’ dxs——;
cussed - . . th° l va on of mtar-
views.”” 3 p 4

. The 11nxd°nuu°d -officer adac*d *oab E
1 do “.ot ‘now what actmn d-‘*vexoned :

I’I{_’I \‘IEHO ‘S"Ab AMO\ZG th»
dt“d of pages: of. documents. from*
the CIA’s file-on'Lee Haryey Oswald. -
“The ‘material wasireleased ‘to.The",
‘Associated . Press vesterday - under;
‘the Freedom of Inforination Act, -7

oA second 2document -reveals. that-
“former “CIA. Director Allen DLHB:,,.
{‘while .serving as.a member:of the-

Warren Conrmssum prxvatnly coun

answer guestions-from .the coramis--
sion about allegaiions, that OSv,a!di
wasa CIA agente. 5. o futneme e » 35

Dulles "tboug"n ; hn"uage “which
made it _clear. that Lee Harvey Os--
wald was never an employe or ageat.
of CIA would sufiice,” an unidenti-
fied CI4 officer wrote Helms in Apnl
1954, . e CE I

“I agres with.} him that a (,areuulj
.phrased deaial of the-charges of in-
volveraznt vxtu Oswald scemed most
appropriz .c ".the umdpnuued uilicer.

, ﬁd ‘:.d 5-1'.'.: T e e

he

mxssxon in May 1994, helms then
"head of. the “agency's. clandestine

- Pthere’s no imaterial in-the-Central
lnuellxgence Agency,’ either .in ‘the
-records o in the mind of any of the’
_individuals;that there. was any con-
“tact had or even vomtemplated thn"
OJWKI(‘L . .

.c',’\sOV. 196.., rierao erplaxm
that the agency's interest in Oswald
as a. potemxal intelligence source was
_due:to. h “unnsual behavior in the
USSR, to whxch he had def"ctcd in-
A58 T L e Ll PAAReRS
: 0 We were parhcu!arly mterested

n the (lemed) Oswald might pro--
“vide on the Minsk factory in which he
ihad been employed, on certain sec--
“tions.of the cxt,,r itsell, and of course-
:We thougnt.the usual {deleted) that
“might h"In develop (deleted) person~
: ahty dossx°rs,” the memo states.- :
L xThe memo-indicates.that Oswald.

,q_;,.

;was also of. interest to.the, CIA, be-'i

cause~o; CQ_I:C&Z‘H that hxs Rt_ssxan—f

P .xx

22 el

boru wxf “Farina, mlaiu have been
‘part of a ‘trend for Sowet women {o
mary fore:'-vners, leave the couniry

‘and setile overseas v.here they coulu
Ser‘lo aa sme.».
LS .

s rgia

CTHE ul.m’() ADCUL tbe cgency s
:mter st"in>Oswald said the:discus-
sions about Oswald occurred “some-
time in ‘summer. 1960.” The author!
continued: *I'don’t recallif this wass
discussed while Oswald and his fami-
ly were en route to our country orif 1t
was after theu‘arrwal
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence

FROM : John H. Waller
Inspector General
SUBJECT : Washington Star Story, 1 October 1976
1. This is for your information only.

2.

On 1 October 1976 the Washington Star published a.news

story with an Associated Press credit line, headlined CIA
Viewed Oswald As Information Source (copy aitached). The

lead stated:

Contrary to sworn testimony, the CIA once con-
sidered using presidential assassin Lee Harvey
Oswald as a source of intelligence information
about the Soviet Union, according to a newly
released CIA document,

In sworn testimony before the Warren Commission,
former CIA Director Richard Helms said the
Agency never had "or even contemplated't any
contacts with Oswald.,

The news story, in another section, made the following
statement:

The November 25, 1963, memo explained that
the Agency's interest in Oswald as a potential
intelligence source was due to his "unusual
behavior in the USSR, ! to which he had defected
in 1959.
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3, There was such a memorandum, written by a case
officer then stationed in Paris, recently released under FOIA,
Writing three days after President Kennedy's assassinatiop,
this case officer recalled that there had been interest in Oswald,

As soon as I had heard Oswald!s name, I recalled
that as Chief of the 6 Branch I had discussed .-~
sometime in the summer of 1960 -~ with the then
Chief and Deputy Chief of the 6 Research Section
the laying on of interview {s) through KUJUMP or
other suitable channels . . .

I remember that Oswald's unusual behavior in the
USSR had struck me from the moment I had read
the first ODACID dispatch on him, and I told my
subordinates something amounting to '"Don't push
too hard to get the information we need, because
this individual looks odd. " -

e o o » 1do not know what action developed there-
after o ® L] -

4, The Helms testimony before the Warren Commission
on this subject was as follows:

Mr, Helms., On Mr. McCone's behalf, I had all

our records searched to see if there had been

any contacts at any time prior to President Kennedy's
assassination by anyone in the Central ]’ntelligence’
Agency with Lee Harvey Oswald. We checked our
card files and our personal files and all our records.

Now this check turned out to be negative. In addition
I got in touch with those officers who were in positions
of responsibility at the times in question to see if
anybody had any recollection of any contact having
even been suggested with this man. This also turned
out to be negative, so there is no material in the
Central Intelligence Agency, either in the records or
in the mind of any of the individuals, that there was

any contact had or even contemplated with him.

A -2 -

P P A e T T SR RO NEIA W v mmr e o

r
¥
I;;,;_“,__“___.N.L.a-*a....a R



14-00000

I S
[x . e B = . A LR TR

S ! R . ; " 3, 9y

* et T e N P o
D 28 A H L . - R0 P o .. Y

Blisaye L Ld /W dad o da S LiUh unal ol s nir R

- handE N LV A GO 1

5. Mr. Helms did state exactly the words quoted in the
news story -- 'or even contemplated.' But the context of
those words was what was reported to him as the result of
a search of records and memories. To this day those
familiar with the extensive Oswald records state that there
is no reflection in those records that anyone even undertook
to propose or approve a contact with Oswald. It would have
been natural to do so, but apparently any such thoughts did
not progress to formal action. ¥rom the memorandum
quoted, it is apparent that someone at Branch level did think
about it, even if nothing ever came of it. This hardly con-
stitutes a responsible or official or serious ""contemplation'
of the idea. Mr. Helms' full statement on this point seems
literally correct in the full context of his statement, although
more refined qualifications might have reiterated the basis
for his conclusions. The news story is misleading on this_
point.

6. -The news story statement that Oswald was considered
due to his '"unusual behavior in the USSR, ' is exactly the
opposite of the statements of the quoted memorandum, which
reported the care that should be used if Oswald were approached,
because of his strange conduct.

7. The statement in the news story about Mr. Dulles
consulting with Agency personnel on how to answer questions
is basically true. The interpretation to be placed on this
counselling will depend on the interpreter. The inference of
the news story is that Mr. Dulles was counselling slanted
responses on the Oswald issue, thereby tending to reinforce
the interpretation of deception attributed to Mr. Helms.

/—xL ,/z// /

e John H, Waller

Attachment:
As Stated
cc: DDCI w/atts
DIG:SDBreckinricdge: js (R 1407) & Cctober 1976
Distribution:
Orlg w/atis - Addressega
Uldf'f'S - DDCY

1 w/atts -~ ER
¥ . 1 w/atts - I Chreno -3 -
1 wiatts - SDB Cﬂmr_}‘) e apiiaTe Aasmmmesmn ARy mane
1 w/atts ~ Ivrs’:f}f}“?}T: Vs v on TR e

h 3 M Lk R N TR
)‘er-u.-.aw-. N el d A san e A P PP |



