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* SUBJECT: "“American Defectors to the USSR

1, The attached material was part of a goft file entitled
*"American Defectors to tze USSR", which was set up by SR/6 -
(Support) around 1960 and maintained by various SR componeats s,
until ca, 1963, The compilations wére derived from a variety
of sources, and contain both classified and overt data, ’

2. In the fall of 1966, the files were turned over to CI
Staff, In most instances, basic information was then abstracted
for the US Defector Machine Program, In all instances in which
the material was unique, or represented a valuable collation effort,
it has been incorporated into the appropriate 201 file, along with
a copy of this memorandum,

-

’ 3, 1t is suggested that any dissemination of this data should
" be coordinated with SB Division and with CI Staff (CI/MRO}, in
view of the frequently inadequate sourcing and of the fact that
disseminations have alrcady been made through the US Defector

Machine Program,
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WEBSTER iobert Edwan , 201-288472
23 Cctober 1928, Tiffin, vhio
Plastics expert; izani Co. exrleye

A1l entries through lay 1962 come fron 201 unless othervise oted,

Circa €-1h Farch 1959, e made prelininary trip to ~oscow in connection
with planning the sand exhibit for next summer's t'.l. fair.

«

Circa 3 llay - late June 1659, Lecord trip to Hoscow to helo set up the

Rand exhibit., went steady wita vera PLTO!0VA, married, hostess at Hotel
Ukraina/corrector for a Goviet corresnendence school's knglish lanpuage de-
. partment/inglisn teacher at Madical Institvte. JShe aiways rmet hia outside .ut

s0 that collearues would not lmow she datim American, but somebody knew
- because she usnally had to rejuest permission to take evening off - and she
alweys got it. Alsays nad the taxi leave her ne~r bvi not at her home, and ;
allowed nothiny more than one kiss, at end of evening., He told her his wife -

didn"'g understand him, etc., snd that he wonld come back to lloscow and marry - .
her. Her name also rerorted s Vera ivanovna IVCHERKD, probably her maiden- =

nane, ohe right possibly be identical with Vera PLOTNIKOVA, reported in X
00-3-3,1L0,059 of 2l sept 1555 (SR/0S/5I0) as a 20-year old elevator aperator:’
at the Ukrainaj she became very friendly with the source's wife (Fussian- -

speakinz) but acked her not to show friendliness in public, met her elsevhere

to tadk, snared confidences, spoike poor to fuir bnglishy! .

3 July 1959, His third trip to the UZCR. ke had about six pleces of
lugcare, crammed with nylon hese, Ella Fitzgervld records, coples of U.G.
. marazines, etc., 2nd several boxes of books, but "he did not take heavy
clothing because he felt this mi;ht look suspicious" §11 He had no trouble
whatsoever with Loviet customs, nd he went out with Vera on his first night

tack,

Circa 11 F:1v 1959, He joined two hiph “oviel exhibit officialc at
their Testarrant tsble at the frir and told then he wanted to defect. They
arranred meetin: fed days later with coverament refresentasive POPOY and
SHISHKIN - far dinrer at Praca La favorite nGB hang,out.). 5¢: F

PoTYY
—

Circa 15 July 1959, Urder inflrence of vodka and food at Praia, wrote
letter to cuprem: .oviet requesting stay as Soviet citizen, P.20V said not
to tell anyone, since answer xight take a while., UGawe hinm guestionnaire to
take back to hotel anc fill ovt: Liog plus reasons for defection,

1l Aupust 1659, Sent his wife a telegram saing had sold 100 units,
which untrue. .

durust 1959. More meetincs in private rooms at nico restaurants. The

coviels impresced on him that if he stayed he covld never leave., westioning
included debri.fin~ by two chenists to sez if he really‘covld nake the spray
gun (for plastic coating jobs) cemonstrated at Rand exhioil:; jokes about

bu, ing him instead of gun. ‘

;

Late Av-ust 1359, Wife cabled hin asking if he coming bick. Lhe wanted
to know so that cne could decide wrether to put the children into usual
oy scitool (if he comirg hore) or nove to her wents'! home .ani vt then in
school there (if e not). lie £3bled to (0 ahead anu out them into vsual

school.
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2 Le.tortes 2950, TOICY b hin ot eiropcl reotaurant and ‘eld hiwm he
had been Accrpted. Lhis was just after closin of falr anc three cays tefore
Rand rroun to leave for hore, P asxed where he would like 4o worx and when
® said iogcow informed hin 1t world be ienincrad. (W later tole ., Hand
and- Bongul Unyder that he had been offered work in many cities.) I regquested
a vaca*iong goarkzds lieeting with POPOY and CHIUWTN on subway stepss
arracvements for W to get away from Rand rroup without being noticed.

10 Lentember 1959, Sent to leningrad with interoreter Volodya [sqe also .
Ricciarcelll case . Slven 1000 old rubles and promi- ed more. !t by Aleksey
of Inturist in ieningrad. Lept changing hotels so that farc ;roup couldn't
get him, Had left note saying planned travel arcund !lSR tefore returning,
but they snelled a rat and were trying to locate him amywsy. Volodya stayed
there with him; went sightseeing, applied for job at ienincrad Izientific .
Research Institute, He was allowed to call Vera, who came right tp and brought

the rest of his bagrage; z2ffair began.

Circa nid-Vctober 1957. Zeturned to +oscow.

1€ Uctober 1959, KF4 called US Embassy to say that W had assumed Soviet
citizenship.

17 October 1959, Confrontation meeting at loscow OVIR, with Hand and
Snyder pregent, Lewspaper regort sald it was enotional sceie at Zmbassy and
taat « mxa said he had not yet received Coviet passport, but this probably
wrong. True story seems be that \ i, ned expatriation form, vept his U.S,
passport mevertheless (on pretext that he didn't have it with ndiw, vnééh he
reslly did), and followed Joviet inctructiens in tellins OSryoer orat he had
received loviet passport on 21 Septenber (wiich he hadn't}, hac celected
for political reasons (which ne didn't), ete, AccordinT to infomation in
CI/5IG files, Snmyder said that the only discrepancy between %'3 swry and
Embassy's facts was that hie seemed horestly i; norant of two plone calls he
supposedly made to Hand of{ice in .woscow. ‘e said he might nave zuthorized
then to ve made in his nsme. ilote that both calls purportesly received
Uy #twnd's Soviet emoloyee Gaiina Ivanovna ({SDNTKIATIA waile she alone in office.

Cctoher 1959. & Vashineton Post article of 21 !ay 1962 sgaicd that he
chanred his nind after only three months in the LSl and wert to the Erbassy
for & ‘... reentry permit, but thet it was tvrrnad down and ne nad to wait a
year to reasply. [ In the licht of olher rencrts, this seems thorovghly
girbled and to be'disregarded,]

Ci-ca 18 Uctober 1959, Ircmddiatel: or shortly after the confrontation
meetin;, he anu Vera took off for a vacation in lochi.

1!, liovember 1559, The wew York Times wrote that he hac written his
parents ne was planning to marry; a soviet girl,

Circa 18 &xtrbrrxdd lovember 1959, iAfter a month in Sochi, ne and Vera
retvrned to cetile in “enin rac. vera Wwas nis assirtant and transliator, and
ing to Rard (_how woulo e know ?;’ she ot about 20C0O r:tles a month,

accordl
tg was assigned to make the spray gun, at a salary of 2 00 a nontn plus
senl-unnual bormus of S00-60C rublesy this was equal to the salary of the
caief ~f Lab =5 where he werred, Yis onlr ducvrent -as a s:iin fro GAIR
seying that he had aprlied for 2 -assport. They lived at worncratevskiy
SxnsTerkzxnrsverfzzy Frospekt hovsa €3, mt 18, Lenin rad K-32, = t-ree-roon
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apartent ith bath.
Lete Dece-ber 1959 or early va~ ary 1560, ieceived loviet internal
“ passoport. .

27 Jamary 190, Heceived & Lecenber letter fron his father telling hin
his nother now# 1n mertal hosnital because of his defection and reminding
. ) hin of resnonsibility for his chtliren, ete, ie deciced go hom vt told no one.

3 Yarch 1960, He wrote father asiinr help to retrrn home and asking
why KIr Tatner nadn't replied to nis S february letter {which the father had
never potten),

13 and 1€ iarch 1960, #He wrote his fatier that ths farily should come
visit hIm Tn the (o XK. Abort thic time kand advised the father to get Ww's
phone mumber so th-t they covld talk to hin,

PR ' 1 A-r4) 1940, Ranc rerorted receivin a wire fron @ ~iving his phone
in Lenligrac as G-23705. %his was paone at ladb, where father callod hin 2 Apr.

S Anril 1960. % wrote his father that he wouli be in ioscow for the
tay LR, celcorations and would ¢2ll at the tmassy. he felt certain of re-
t'raing to the L. . and told father not to core visit hia after all,

24 Anril 140, tard telephensd ., who confiraed desire return U.S.

“m wpe 1970, Volodya har srren od {nvit-tion for W anu Vera to tloscow
S ————

e o :
varsde, 4.2, went, Mo wntion Porcerc,

bola 1:50, He visited Uee. L -£5u¥, ¥ ale nct caallenged by “oviet
quards .eca'se of American a--earz-ne, lrgier told hia how go sbout rettirg
exit visa. Infarmation in CI/SI3 7' 1les adds that b said at this interview
that he had recently made a cpeech t3 2 large avndiencs on wiy he left the
.5, Claims sa‘c nothing derogatery to U.l. ‘as tolu speech recorded for

Hture radio uca,

£ Ja- 19€0, He wrote father res-estirng invitatlons recessary for Loviet
exit mrArt, Told Yera wwao "at £irct" was "root 3w aunnyed®, Vera, six
rontha povynent, had to av-rove axi rejrest, walcn she did, pocsibly
assuning it waolen't be pranted an ~iay,

1. .av 1%0, Eand was back in ilozcow 2ac ohoned b,

17 Julv 1760, Father sent. ~4henticated invitation letters,

26 July 1540, 7 arcte [~tair ceta’ls of la Day trip. ~till no mention
of Feuors, thorra 4w had tole oress all atout freeze{cased by U-2)unich
L ranointo when o lef4 the LILL ¥ ear in June 1560,

1940, DBavpiter Zvetlana born., o adopted her a f2w days later,
expisinin- t.ov re d.d not intend to v «era becovse he tas not divorced
fren his first wife, :

ay.ust 1390, s nad conoletes ever talnm for exit a-rlication. Irom
-r clicaticn » ; -~r l-ter, vera was more attensive to hinm

PN S SO LY PR
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{cteber 1940, Exit pernit denied.

o funmer 1961, . and Vera vacaticned at “each ncar dira. vera roceived .
Linal 3i\'o."c‘e Tron first husband,
. Mievst 1961, Y amde cecond exit a~plication,

2A Febtruary 1962, This was the dato U received exit permit, according .
to WATT Tather toi Kand. (c1/°xc files) )

-

2 areh 1952, ¥ wrote parents that he did not hsve much no'ay saved
a:xi_._;..n.' neco 1t for ttoscow stay. (\.I/uIG)

23 Harch 1962, Cleveland Plain '.ealer article said that vhen he last
drote laally he hal job 1n Aostov-on-oh, also “.tite lept xxbdoroook
aides said in aasiiin ton tocay that shis i3 the first case of its xind in
w2ich the “ussians have gronted an exit visa". !Tiais inaccurate: hw was
v never even in Roctov-on-bon so far as is known, and Oswald for om had alreagy
been granted an exit permit, (CI/ZIG)

2l Sareh 1962, it work, talnking aboul to leave.

Vav 1962, He was met by no one uron arrival in Foscow, -eptired to small
hotel Where nresented note from Vera asxing for cheap roem., =ne had nct learned
any Ruesian,

1% (& 192, Traded -ovlet interaal passport for exit pa.»apcx t, at QVIR,
k L] .eamzﬂe raa out ot money. VYera sent “im cone fron “eningrad

Later in !lay, Received roney and nlane ticket fron father, deturned
vera s loan plus extra, via LP corre-~ondent,

f 20 lav 1982, Arrived in U.2. under alien uots, c.xtensivel;,- debriefed i
by CIA, 1, elc. sych assescment that-he unenctional, not the type te :
le:r'l m'x [ vN rtence, thou htless of xtexx othners' feelinps, mirht be boupht '

off by Joviets if in need.
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«  OSctcder 1540, Exit perait denied.
” feamer 1981, . & Vera vacaticned at heach near dira. Tera roceived .
final divorce from first husband, ’
: Serst 1961, YU ande second exit a-plicatfon,

2A Tetruary 1962, This was the dato  received exit perzit, according
to it Tatler toid fand. (Ci/SIC files)

< larch 1962, ¥ wrote parents that he did not hsve much momey saved
and =T, 0t neca It for iascow stay. (CI/SIG)‘, :

3 farch 1962, Clevelwnd Plain lealer article said that vhes he last
“rote laaily he hal job In Hostov—cn~on, also “tite ~ept xxthdoroos

. aldes said in aasiington today that this is the first case of its xind in
wiich the “ussiany have gronted an exit visa", {Tals inaccurate: ho was
never even in flor tov-on-Uon so far as is known, and Oswald for om had alreagy -
been granted an exit perait, (CI/<IG) ‘
' "2l fareh 1962, uit work » talnking zboul to leave.

Yay 1962, He was mst by no one uron arrival 4n Foscow. <lerrired to snmall
hotél waere nresented note from Vers asking for cheap room. ne had net learned
any” Russian,

18 [ 1960, Traded voviet interaal passport for exit passport, at OVIR,

¢ Yeamdhile ran out o ¢ money. ‘Jgra semt “im fome from “~enin rad,

Later in lar, Recrived money and slane ticket from father. Seturned
Vera's loan pLis extra, via UP corres~undent,

20 lav 1982, Arrived in U.”. unfer alien quota. =cxtensivel; debriefed
by CIX, /i, elc. Isych assescment that-he unenctioral, not tha type to
learn from’ewerience, thourhtless of xtmxx others® feelinrs, xirht be bought
off by Jcviets if in need. .
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