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Note for: C/HRG

Subject: ARRB request re Fabian Escalant Font
1 .

1. The foliowing is a gist of my phone call'Thursday
afternoon (30 November) with Gunn re his request to see-
Escalant's file(s) *: . .

'As requested by DO, I told Gunn that since we had been
unable to link Escalant with the JFK collection or
1nvest1gat10n the issue of relevance had been raised and
that he would not be able to see any files this week.

Gunn response: “This is an issue that they [ARRB stﬁff]
takes seriously... if we [Agency] want a‘formal request....
‘would .prepare one this afternoon...not a fishing expedition
...information from a credible source in Johnson Whlte
House... {information] linked to 1964 and CIA...”

i
I suggested that we discuss after he returned from the
Conference. He indicated agreement. :

2l Gunn may change his mind and send over a formal
request anyway; he clearly plans to pursue this issue. I
recommend we ask Gunn to be more specific in terms of
Escalant's relevance to the JFK assassination story,
tlmeframe ‘and what he is looking for; this could be done
either:in a meeting with him or in a formal request. He has
mentioned in each of his conversations that the Agency may
not want this to be a formal written request, but is vague
on why. ,

3. See attached article for Escalant's current
activities re JFK Assassination story.

* [Gunn flrst raised the issue of Escalant several weeks ago,
last week he ask if it would be possible to view the file
prior to attending a conference on the JFK Assass1natlon
that Escalant would also be. attendlng]

,,,«-f———ﬁ»————————ﬁ
1

T
% \ f\ A ,
~Barry Harrelsyi

| Senior Reviewer '
: JFK Project

|
CC: Elﬂie Neiman
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[FBIS Translated Text] The JFK-The Truth Revealed seminar
concludes today in Rio de Janeitro. Brazil, after three days of
sessions vith the participation of Cuban and American researchers.
Division General Fabian Escalante Font, and Colonel Arturo
Rodr iguez, bnth analysts and historians vho wvork in Cuban natiocnal
security, p*oqentod their views.on the 1963 assassination of Kennedy
that took place in Dallas, Texas. Eight American researchers also
presented their views on the assassination. During the debates,
vhich included%cenoun Brazilian juricts, it became clear that the -
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president was the vietim of a POﬂQpllaC) by the so- ca]led pacallel
pnuex< {poderes paralelos].
.TEXT:

[Havana Badio Progreso Network in Spanizh at 100 GMT on 1
september adds: American rescarchers who attended the JFK-The Truth
Revealed seminar in Rio de Jauneiro, described as stupid and absurd
thz blockade vhich the United States has maintained against'Cuba for
33 vears, and demanded that it be lifted.|
.. TEXT: o
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General Escalante FPregents Paper on JFK’s Assassination
. . AUTHOR: |
.APFILIATION:
.TARGET OF BROADCAST:
..RbFFRCNCE' '
FLO109122495 Havana Cuba Vision Netvork Spanish 111630
. =— The Truth Revealed Seminar Discusses JFK’s Assassination
.SOURCE_LINE: :
ilavana Radio Havana Cuba in Spanish 0000 GKT 3 Sep 95
.SUBSLUG:
..SUMMARY.V
..TEXT: | ’ .

(Station commentary: trom the “Evening Information Rev;eu“
newseast]

\
.. TEXT: ‘ _

[(FBIS Translated Text] ' A group of investigators, eight U.S.
and two Cuban, have just held a meeting in Rio de Janediro, Brazil.
The group analy*ed the political circumstances, dicect causes, and
main respnnqibilxty for the assassination of U.S. President John F.
Kennedy in Novomher 1963. Tt is interesting to point out that 32
years after the Dallas assassination, well-founded doubts continue
to growv over the official reports given at that time.

.. TEXT: \

A sominaé entxtled JFK, The Truth Revealcd vas oxrganized by the
Rio de Janeiro authorltxes in larc August in that Cap!tal cjtj.

- IEXT:

During that sominar Cuban and U.S. experts agreed to rulo out
the theory of a sole killer, vhich is the main conclusion of the
refort is<u°d by the Varren Commission. The commission wvas
appointed “as by the U.S. government to invesrigare the case. .

.. TEXT: | ,

U.S. lavyer Vayne Sm:th former chiet of the U.S. Interest Office
in Havana, said he wvas convinced U.S5. secret services and Cuban
COunlérrCVOlqtionar e¢lements had plotted to murder President

Keanedy foc not author1¢1ng new aggressions agsiust Cuba, atter the

foiled 1961 mercenary invasion. Vayne Smith said that, afrer 30
years of etud;es and investigations by specialists froam non-
govarnmental U.S. organizations, it had been established that
Preszident Kennrdy had rejected the plan of implementing new anti-

Cuban operation in 1963; the same year in vhich he vas shot to death’

in NDallas. = !

|

.TEXT: :
Jt is not futl]e to recall rhat ducing those days of
counterrevolurlonarj effervescenceé -- sponsored, promoted, and
finznced by the government in VYashington -- attempts were made to

build a case against the Cuban government on charges that it vas
resgonsible for this crime. The allegation was that the Cuban
government was' retaliating for the Bahia de Cochinos action. At
that time, {t was said that the Cuban government had hired several
U.5. Hafia criminals to carry out the attack. There vas a great
deal of spocul%tlon about accused Lec Harvey Cswald’s +visits to
oscrv and Havana, vhexe he allegedly trained for the Dallas
0pe11tion- ‘

.TEXT:

P .esident kennody's assassination vas Lollowed by an unusual

-

aumber of decaths. 4 [ev of them vcre suspiciously natural or

i

b
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accxdﬁnta} and rleauly indicated that some one wvas trylnr ta crase
< 1UP‘, i

..TEXT: |

i

‘Division GPnoral Fabian Escalante, from the Cuban Interior
Ninistry.\rpprosnnted Cuba at the seminar. He based his thesis on
the fact that rhe Cuban counterrevelution had played a fundameatal
tole in the assassination. Gen. Escalante presented a well-
documented\posxt;on to back his theory and vas wvidely-praised by the
seminar’s par(xcxpants. Other theories presented at this event
pointed tol the collusion between the U.5. Central Intelligence

Azeacy and| the Cuban counterrevolurion sectors, mainly located in
Tie city of Miami.

.TEXT: -

Recently. several secret documents from the Vacren Cnmmlssron s
investigations vere revealed. They sre evidently intended to. weaken
the strength of versions that wvere closer to the truth. Another lot
o, evidence!, hovever, vas left in the shadov. Tt vill most surely

b revealed when the good and bad people related to this historic
apisode havé died.

-.TEXT: \
TYUIS REPORT MAY CONTAIN COPYRIGHTED HATERLAL. COTYING AND

DISS PMINATIOV IS PROHIBITED VITHOUT THE PERHISSTON OF THE COPYRIGUT
. OWNERS. |
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JTEXT . |

|FBIS Tranalated Text] The JFK-The Truth Revealed seminar
concludes today in Rio de Janeiro. Brazil, after three days of
sessions vith thp participation of Cuban and American reseazrchers.
Division Genergl Fabian Escalante Font, and Colenel Arturo '
Rodr iguez, bnth anulysts and historians vho vork in Cuban natienal
security, p*oqentod their vieuwus on the 1963 assassination of Kennedy

that took place in Dallas. Texas. Eight American researchers also

. : ,
presented their vievs on the assassination. During the debates,

vhich includedxreno"n Brazilian jurirrs, it became clear that the
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(Havana BRadto Progreso Network in Spanish at 1100 GMT on 1
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th hlockade vhich the United States has maintained against Cuba for
313 vears, and demanded that it be 11fxod ]
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lAkFALu—- Rio. dP Janeiro Seminar on JFK Reported
. -AUTHOR:
. .AFFILIATION: ‘ : !
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. .REFERENCE?
1. £10107132495 havana cuba vision spanish 311630 -~ the
: truth revealed seminar discusses jfk’s assassination
2. wa3l08192095 service on processing request
.-SOURCE LINE: ’
Sao Paulo AGENCTIA ESTADO in Portuguese 2010 GHT 28 Aug 95
. . SUBSLUG:-
SUMMARY:
.TEXT:
[«rtirle by Claudio Renato)

TEXT:

[FBIS Translated Text] Rio de Janeiro, 728 Aug (AE) -~ The shot
thar destroved the skull of then U.S. President John Fitzgerald
Kennedy on the morning of 22 Movember 1963, at Dealey Square in
Dallas, strongly hit Latin America, and has had repercussions
throughout the world. This matter vwill be discussed beginning 29
August at the Rio de Janeiro Courr

.TEXT:

At the "JFK -- The Truth Revealed" international seminar, U.S.
investigators and legal experts and Cuban secret service agenrs will
try to explain howv the deatrh uf Kennedy ves masterminded. The
assassination reportedly divided power in the continent between the
interests of terrorist CIA sectors (among them, Cuban
counterrevolutionaries) and the mafia, which vas responsible for
armz smuggling and international drug traf£1ck1ng
.. TEXT: ’

For the first time, U.S. and Cuban agents, among them Division
General Fabian Escalant Font, of the Cuban Interior Ministry, will
be able to analyze a l4-page document issued by the U.5. Congress,
the classification of which was lifted on 7 May 1994. The document
proves the links betveen Lee Harvey Oswvald and Jack Puby (the man
vho killed him hours before his rrial) and the ties that both of
them had with Florida smugglers and drug traffickers, wvho were also
involved in the assassination of Kennedy. The document notes that
Ruby wvas one of the mafia bosses who was directly involved uith
heavy veapons smuggling. .

.. TEXT:

In his capacity as chief of Fidel Castro’s personal guard, Gen.
Escalant Font managed to foil 648 attacks agaxner the Cuban ]nader,
moct of which vere; according to the Cuban seciet service,

- masterminded by tho CIA. Gen. Font brings, among other surprises,

the identity of rhe men who vere at Dealey Square in Dallas and vho
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shot at Fennedy from five differeat places.

.- TEXT : . s !
There is something of which Font is sure: the shot that killed
Kennedy wvas fived trom a peint in {roant . of him. and could not have _
been fired by Oswvald. At tlhie square, uccording to agents infiltrated .
among the conspirators, vere exiled Cuban gunmen Pedro Dias Lanz, '
Orlando Bosch., and Guillerme and Ignacio Novo Sampo), in addition to
swald himself. A former U.S. marine, Oswald was ready to assume the
g:llt for the artack, vhile CIA agents would press charges against

the Fidel Castro regime.
. TEXT:

Says Brazilian historian Claudia Furiati, vho vrote the book
antitled "ZR-The Rifle That Killed Kennedy," based on unpublished
Cuban secrer service documents: "The assassination of John F. P
Kennedy is not a closed matter, and its consequences are still being _
felt i{n Brazil and Latin America." ZR-Rifle is the code for CIa -
~staged to eliminate foreign figures. The main
target of such operations, which were not under Kennedy’s control,
was Fldel Castro. '

.TEXT:. ’

according to the Cuban secret service, Kenned) s villingnes< to
fight the mafia,. restere dialogue vith Cuba, and implement a more
respoasible policv toward Latin America, without permanently
resorting to the military, was the reason that led the conspirators
to order his death.

. -TEXT:
Y01091516°<TnkF1

3

.. TEXT:

{FBIS Translated Text) According to the Cuban documents, among
the conspirators vere CIA agent David.Phillips., the ZR-Rifle
roordinator (who reporredly also participated Jn the ousting of
Chilean President Salvador Allende in 1973, and. three years later,
in the assassination ot Chilean diplomat Orlando Letelier. a former
ambassador of Salvador Allende in the United States) and Santos
Tra‘ficante, & mafia coordinator, wvho reportedly hired Cuban gunmen.
According to thc Cubans, however, the mastermind behind the murder
vas CIA Director Richard Helmes.

.. TEXT: 4 ] :

Gen. Escalant Font said that the other conspirators who
masterminded the death of Kennedy were mafia members John R035eli
Carlos Mareeclo and Sam Giancana; Cuban counterrevolutionarie
Joaquin Sanjenis, Pedre Dias Lan, Felix Rodrigues, Ninpo D\dl, Manuel

Artimes, Orlande Rosch, Luis Pesada Carriles. and Tony Cuesta, among
others; and CIA agents HBovard Hunt, Tony Varena, Gerry Hemming,
Frank Sturgis and Clay Shaw.
..TEXT: ‘ _

In the secret Cuban documents, Lee Oswvald appears as a special
chap:er. Before the assassination of Kennedy, Oswald -- under CIA

from Mexico,
said,

orientation -~ learned Russian, lived in the USSR and,
tried to travel to Cuba. Ais mission failed. rhe Cuban agents
and he could neot leave for the island. At chat time, the CIA
contected an ofticial of the Cuban Embazsy in Mexico to establish a
link betveen Oswald and the Cuban Government, despire the fact that
Osvald’s contacts were precisely among the anti-Castroist
paramilitary militias in Florida. :

.TEXT:

UNCLASST®IEND
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Says Claudia Furiari: "Osvald wvas patt of anorher plan. and the

CIA had already chosen him as the man whe would appear to be the
only one guilty for the dearh of Kennedy. cven though he was not
avare of it." : : ' :

. TEKT:-

According to Rio de Janeiro Court Fresident Jose Gama Malcher,
the importance of the seminar on JFK lies 1n the objections against
parallel powver -- like that of the CIA -- which several times
artacks legally establiched povex. "They are povers within pover,
and they are cometimes outside rhe realm of gozcrnmont rontrol
Mz )cher said. :

. .TEXT: .

Cuban and U.S. investigators agree on one point: The world,
erpecially Latln America, vas never the came after the death of ?;s v
Vcnnody. : : - ’ 3

LTEXT: . . -

In the yaa{, that folloved his death, dictatorships intensified:
in Latin American countries, among them Brazil and Chile., vith the
susport of radical CTA sectors, and drug trafficking and arms ’
smuggling began 1o operate in a new geopoiitical context, based on
poverful cartels. This was a reward rhat the mafia was eagerly
avaiting, atter the Criminal Union declined 10 establish its old
headquarters in Cuba., wvhich had been strengthened in the time of
Fulgencio Batista, Fidel Castro’s predecessor. The rewvard for Cuban
exiles was the srrengthening of the blockade against the Castro
cogime, while the United States, vhich was engaged in a strong arms
buildup poliey. extended the war in Vietnam unti) 1973.

..TEXT: ' v
Shortly aftervard, the same CIA apenvc became involved in a noisy

' nspionnge rase, vhich led to rhe downfall of Richard Nixon and which

s ‘known by the name of Vatergate
TEXT
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Note for the Record | | ‘E}RAFK

Subject: ARRB request re Escalante

15 Nov. 1996

Per Ellle, DO has approved ARRB staff access (llmlted)
to Escalante's 201 File.

Gunn reviewed the file on 25 January 1996 -- has some
questions; wants to see file again. No follow up date set. .
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Seminar on JPR Aasassination To Cunveune ln Rio
Rio de Janeiro O GLOBO in Portuguese 25 Jul 95 p 10

(From the Svann Column: "Meeting ot Spiec”]

[PB1I5S Translated Text) Agents of the L1a, ¥HL, tormer KCB, and Cudban G-2
recret service will arrive in Rio in Augu3st to participale in the seminar
"J¥V.-the tcuth revecaled.” The semins: will be held ar the Court ot Justice
and debate thie syssssination of Pregident John Kannedy

Amang the participants vill be ¥l TAE Z general uf Cuban
countex-intclligence, John Nevman of ‘the CIA, .nnes Lesar, director ot
the J.8. Center four Rexrarch and Documentation on Aosaooinations.

Journelist tu Attend Seminar
Rio de Janciro O GLODO in Portuguese 1 .Aug 95 p ?
{Prom the $wann Columwn}

. [TBI5 Translatcd Texy] Journalist Saul Landau, onc of the authors of the
hook "Orlando Letelier: Testimony and Vengcance” on the assassinatlon of
the Zormer Chilean Foreign Minixter in Vashington in 1976, will arrive in
Brazil un 28 Auguer.

During the semina: "JPRe the truth revealed,” cunvening at Rin de
Jancire’s Court of Jusilee fLiom 29 to 3 angnst, he will maintain that the
assassiuatlvus of Kennpdy:nnd Latelier vere planncd ond exccutsd by the
mame group.

Vith his book, Landau vas able tu carch General Lontraras, tormer chict
of Piuuchet’sx socret police, by proving his involvement in the crime.



