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Th.ls materlal contalns - lnlemcllon dhdlng tho Ndﬁml bcbma ol the - United . States - within. the me« llho . Title 18, -U.S.C: SQQ.
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IOUNTRY - - _,SOUTH vmmm ';a_; .. .. " ... :REPORTNO. TDCS 3/502,553 _
UBJECT SMGIC HAMIE'I'S e N L patepise. 20 FEBRUARY 1962{;_“
o Lo - PRECEDENCE ROUTINE | g E'-'*‘ %“ fﬂ
JATEOF . MH)-FEBRUARY 1962 | I FIELD NO. FVS-T0T5 -IN 3 'ﬂ%
NFO. - T ,r
PLACES . VIETNAM, s.ueon (1h FEBRUARY 1962) ' RET A”N @R DES “
JATE ACQ. IT IS PROBABLY ‘.'ERUE THAT NHU'S VIEWS ARE -AS EXFRESSED, AND THAT LUONG
APPRAISAL -

. THIS IS UNEVALUATED mrommon souacs GRADINGS ARE DEHNITIVE APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE.

[

3OURGE ﬁ

1. .NGO nnm mm, momm AND pouncm. ADVISOR OF PRESITENT NGO DINE DIEM, '
smmm oN pry mmumx 1962 THAT m STRATEGIC nmms' ‘PROGRAM WOULD, EE MORE *
THAN A METHOD OF monnmc DEFENSE FOR THE POPULATION OF VETNAM IT WOULD EE A
BASIC smmcxmmmommwopvmmm HE STATEDTHATACWCOMPLAINT
mvmmmm\smvmmmssormscms wnomxmnmomnmmeovmmmms
nr.vor.monm moenm m'ro REALITY. HE smmn HOWEVER, THAT THE commn:rm WAS
omrmmunumm, ASTHEOIHERASPECTHADEEENTHEINABILITY OF']IEECADRE‘I‘O
omnm m THE comwion OF msscunmr IN THE COUNTRYSIIE. IT WAS mcr.ssmy
mmmmmmmmsommmmsxmmonmmmcm COULD BE PLACED ’
fm m AREA OF HIS WORK AND, AFFORTED THE NECESSARY PROTECTION AND FACILITIES -
mam:womc msmmcmmms' moenmwou:.npnovmmopmss .
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' PAGE TWO .

""'-".2. TEE mmmnmnmmmmmmms walcnwoumm.m
JIT rmncmmx Apmommm FOR X;IETMM' o
'A_'. IT WAS ms'r OF ALL TRADITIONAL .RESTING UPON TBE BASIC UNIT OF
vmmm:ss SOCIETY. 'mus IT CAPITALIZED UPON THE mcmmm mms OF “FHE

POPULATION. T -

B._".f | THE, SECOND ASPECT WAS THAT IT WOULD AFFORD THE MEANS TO MOﬁERNIZE

E VIETNAMESE LIFE NHU STA'JED THA!I.‘ IT WAS. LESS A PROBLEM OF RAISING THE STANDARD

OF LIVING THAN OF CHANGING THE MODE OF LIVING. HE SAID THAT IF ATIENTION WAS
GIVEN TO INSERTING N.'EW MODES OF LIFE INTO THE ORDINARY PEASANT S E}USTENCE ’ IT

WOULD INEVITABLY ERING ‘SUBSTANTIAL CHANGES IN HIS ORIENTATION. NHU COMPARED

‘I‘HE RESULT OF TEE INSERTION OF EMALL AUI‘OMOBILES WASHING MACHINES, ETC INTO

THE LIFE OF THE EUROPEAN WORKING CLASS WHICH HE CLAIMED HAD DISRUPTED COMMUNIST '

. :mmmncsovmn THIS CLASS. AS A RESULT, NHU SAID, MOST EUROPEAN COMMUNIST

""'-"r"AR'TiEs OPPOSED MODERNIZATION. HE STATED TEAT THE ASIAN COMMUNIST PARTIES

WERE LESS IN‘]!EILICENT IN TEEIR APPROACH, AS THEY ADVOCATED - MODERNIZATTON OF
ASIAN LIFE WITHOUT REALIZING 'I'HA'I‘ IT WOULD INEVITABLY REDUCE THEIR OWN ORGAN-
IZA.'.[‘IGNAL PGWER NHU STAED THAT A STUD! OF STEPS APPROPRINI!E FOR VIETNAM ALONG‘
THIS LINE- SHOULD B MADE AND A CONSCIOUS EFFOR‘l‘ DEVOTED TO INSERTING -THESE NEW
MODES OF LII‘E IN'I‘O VIE‘I‘NAM. .- AS AN EXAMPLE ’ HE CITED “THE' EFFEG’I‘-OF DISTRIBUTING |
BICYCLEB HITH MIGROMOIORS, THUS MAKING THE PEASANT MOBILE AND CHANGING HIS MODE
OF L.'I'FE TEE MGIG EAMIET, HE REITER.ATED, .WOULD AFFORD THE NEGESSARY
PRUIEGI'ION AND EGONQEC BABE FQR BUCH A MODERNIZATION PRG}RAM
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C-O-N-F-I-D-E-N-T-I-A-L : Noronn/commmn como:. TDCS.-3/502,553 ——
_ . o ) '. o 'AGE.THREE-

T 'rm; mmnr:mmwr, NEG SATD, WOULD HE IEMOCRATIZATION. <.HE.
m:mmn It As m mucmon orw AVD ORIER TO RURAL LIFE. EE STATED Tmu
AT PRESENT THE rmsms wm 'EXPOSED. TO ILIEGALITY BY THE vmmmss COMMUNISTS

: A B GOVERNMENT oF vmmm (GVN) ‘ELEMENTS, BOTH MILITARY AND CIVIL. THIS WAS
g PART A RESULT OF m DISPERSION OF' THE POPULATION AND ITS INABILITY 70 ASSUME

ITS own GOVERNANCE.. AS AN mnucmmvr TO FGRM A STRATEGIC HAMLET NHU SAID THE

'-.POPUIATIONSHOUIDBEASSUREDTHATTBEHAMIETWOUIDBEGUARANTEEDTHEFUIL '

. APPLICATION OF LAw BY rrs OWN AUTHORTTIES, THUS MOVING IT TOWARD A SYSTEM OF

'*mmocnu:zmom APPROPRIA'I!E 70 THE COMMUNITY. HOWEVER, IT WOULD HAVE LITTLE OR .

.'.'"'NOI'HINGTODOWITHCHANGES OFTHE GOVERNMENT IN SAIGON. NHU STATED THAT HE HAD

. - BROUGHT OUT IN A REGENT TALK TO GVN OFF'ICIAIS THEAT ONE COULD CHANGE THE

""" GOVERNMENT - IN SAIGON 35 TIMES WITH NO EFFECT UPON THE REAL SITUATION IN THE

::_--:couumrsm, BUT THAT THE APPLICATION OF THE STRATEGIC EAMLETS' SYS']ZEM woum '

N DEFINITELY Am;cr “THE nmocnmzmou OF THE COUNTRYSIIE IN A WAY WHICH TOUGHED

- 'THE POPULA‘I‘ION ITSELF THE S'I!RA'JEGIC HAMLET WOULD ALSO, ACCORDING TO NHU, AF'FORD |

- A BASIS 'FOR ‘I'HE BUILDING OP INSTITUI‘IONS IN VIE‘ZENAM TO GIVE ADDITIONAL S‘I'ABILI'].’Y

. BiG, coomamvss, MEDICAL SERVIGES, rmucmon, WQMENS' MOVMN‘I‘S, YOUTH

'::_:".::.MOVE}ENTB, ETC. - - | | |
At 3. NHU STATED THAT EE HAD DISCUSSED THE STRATEGIC HAMLETS ' comcms WITH
"-""-_A GROUP OF Govnmmm OFFICIALS mcnmr, AND EAD MATE ONE VERY STRONG ADDITIONAL
'pom T0 THEM. -(FIELD COMMENT. ws 703h TDCS 3/501,110 GAVE AN ACCOUNT, FROM |
".";Armzmsomcs, ormu'smmxsmmmmc ) HE STATED THAT FE
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g WAS AWARE mAT THERE WAS MUCH DISCONIENT AMONG THE VARIOUS LEVELS OF THE
| GOVERMENT, F_IHICH HE SAID, S‘.EMM@ FR(M 'I‘HE GOVERNMENT'S APPROACH T0 THE JOB.
- ANY LOCAL OFFICIAL WHO FAGED A PROBLEM MADE A REQUEST '1‘0 HIS NEXT HIGHER AU-

. . THORITY FOR ASSISTANCE AND WAS DISCONTENTED IF THE ASSISTANGE WAS INADEQUATE.

. -THE mm 'LEVEL m:qms'mn THE CHIEF OF PROVINCE WHO REQUESTED ASSISTANCE FROM -
- ~v"I'HE -mms'mx,.mp HAD THE SAME REACTION. THE MINISTER MAIE _'mE REQUEST OF TEE

" - PRESLIENT AND WAS DISCONTENTED'AT iﬁAmdUAm SUPPORT. ' THEORETICALLY, THE |

PRESIDENT SHOULD MAKE REQUES'I'S OF TEE AMERICANS AND BE 'DISCONTENTED WI‘I'H THE .

AMERICANS I-‘OR LACK OF ALEQUATE SUPPORT. NEU STATED THAT THE ENTIRE PROCESS WAS
nmmnm, AND A CHILDISE WAY OF TEPENTENCE UPON A SUPERIGR TO SOLVE ONE'S
" ."  PROBLEMS. HE STATED- THAT IT WAS NECESSARY TO TEVELOP -A MATURITY IN THE
: ;"-'fvmmmss PECPIE SO ‘I‘HAT THEY WOULD TAKE THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR SOLVING THEIR
own PROELEMS, Urmzmc SUCH' ASSISTANCE AS WAS GIVEN THEM, BUT NOT ATTEMPTING
10 SHEIFT ‘RESPONSiBIiITY FOR THE sdi.tﬁ*xon 6F THE PROBLEM. HE STATED THAT THE
| & }’-smmcxc 'HAMLET WAS ‘mm wu TO mmonucm THE PROCESS ‘OF BEGINNING MATURTTY
So THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE AND THE GOVERI\MENT | NHU SATD THAT THE OFFICIALS WERE. |
- MUCH RMUSED AT THE m:scam:on OF THE DISCONTENT AND FOUND MUCE VALIDITY IN HIS
a sm:mmm OF HOW 0 ovmcmm IT, HE SATD, HOWEVER, THAT IT WAS NECESSARY TO |
i KEEP REPEATING THE IESSON, ' AS’ OTHERWISE THE OLD HABITS OF IEPENIENCE UPON
- - POWERS ‘ABOVE WOULD' RETURN AND THE' WHOLE VICIOUS CYCLE OF .D'I'SCOI.\ITENT WOULD START

" AGAIN.
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™ mmsmn or mmuon BUI VAN LUONG, N A smm couvmsmom om 13
| FEBRUARY, s'mm THEAT NEU, HAD GIV.E.N msmucnons THAT -rm: 'STRATEGIC Hmm:s' ’
. mmmwmmnumnmmcomonwmmmmmmsmn |
comasszon. HE sm THAT NEU HAD smcmcm.x STATED THAT THE GOVERNMENT DID
NOT wxsn A nnmnnou OF THE ERRORS MADE IN THE INITIATION OF THE AGROVILLE ‘
" PROGRAM. NEU mmszznn THE macsssxn OF EXPLAINING TO TEHE POPULATION WHAT .
1T s EEING ASKED TO DO AND OF FOLLOWING VERY STRICT RULES, FOR INSTANCE,
" GHAT TEE POPULATION EE ASKED TO ASSIST ONLY IN ITS OWN LOCALITY AND NOT EE
REQUIRED TO WORK ON DISTANT ARAS., 'HE ALSO STATED THAT THE PROVINCE CHIEFS
" WERE INSTRUCTED NOT TO, LAUNCH OFF IN: ALL ‘DIRECTIONS, CREATING STRATEGIC HAMLETS
Acconnmemommowrxmm mrru:oromowmsmocnmmrmnm«rom
B ESTABLIS BI m smmexc RAMLETS' COMOTTEE. |
| -',.'5_. FIELD mssm STATE ARMI NAV! AIR MAAG AID .CINCPAC PACFLT .

-~

ARPAC PACAF. :

END OF MESSAGE -
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