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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Elbany , Ne York} CK) é&)

CLASS. & EXT
September 28, \I976 REASON-FCIM TINL

DATE OF REVIEW

Rms} (%)

7‘1 % formation contained in thlz\memorandmn(?LJi)

MANUEL LEONARD(\ DE.

On September 17, 1976, MANUEL LEONARDO DE ARMAS, by
J&® request, voluntarily appeared at the Utica Reéident Agency
3° of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. (FBI) He was advised
iy §of the FBI's interest and jurisdiction in 1ntern$1 security
J, matters as well as his constitutional rights as they\appear on
Y an Interrogation; Advice of Rights Waivery~ DE ARMAS subsequently
furnished the following information whicly was recorded with-

is knowledge and consent. @jﬁ) V:::ﬁ,xi’ Y
' IWNGPLBET i Coup T %

DE ARMAS departed Utica, New York, in March,
1975 for the purpose of obtaining employment in the wlami, Florida .
area. He subsequently gained employment as an investigator with

“a firm named Preventive Security Service. DE ARMAS explained ‘that - .
his grandmother presently resides in Caracas, Venezuela and that

currently residing in Cuba a‘dlirﬁ’ : ": ctor of Cubannggﬂ

D'ARMAS stated that MARIA has been invo "- Tt Teftist Movement .

in Venezuela along with 4 brothers whose last names are GARCIA-PONCE

who are considered the Leftist elite of that country. RMAS i

pointed out that his primary reason for traveling to Caracas was

to place himself in a position where he could be of assistance to -

the United States Government. He stated that in conversations with ¥
ARTIA and the GARCIA-PONCE Brothers, they discussed numerous ¥
lllegal activities including the possibility of drug “traffic from =

“\ )IColumbia. é /CL)

DE ARMAS returned to Miami on October 4, 1975 and discussed
the overall possibility of establlshlng contact w1th the Cuban
Government with the FBI,; but in view of the vagueness of his B
‘statements, there was little response from that agency, He then1§5}'
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whom DE ARMAS
eral Counsel

described as a functionary of "l
in Miami, and also from one RICARDOBMORZ
functioned out of Caracas. ¥owever, DF 3y
the information concerning this ‘individual is
in certain circles. A second individual, QORLAN
was described as a Cuban National in chargé of the p
sécurity of the President of Venezuela andégiso a CIA source, )1
and apparently in charge of security for h¥gh levels of
Venezuelan Government in general. VASQUEZ, according to

DE ARMAS, established a gover for NAVARETTE in Venezuela

ho is also working for (the CIA, as well aslthe FQiZ%@When ———————— e T
asked how-he knew this, DE ARMAS claimed th3t information ‘

is well known in Miami amoung Cuban emigre groups as well as

in Cuba itself. He claimed that VASQUEZ has a- target of the
Cuban Government for the last fifteen years. @x

£S

The tape was completed to the satisfaction of hisi@uban |
Intelligenceicorroboraters and he described the finished product
as a "bombshell®”. The tape was then submitted to FIDEL CASTRO j
for review and approval: CASTRO reviewed the film prior to its ‘
submission to the Political Bureau and after CASTRO's review it
was sent back to their group for revision. A number of cuts : j

were made in the video tape which is apparent fhen viewed in - ﬁ
that the tape in part lacks continuity. ARJ . !

Reference to ERASTOS FERNANDEZ and ORLAND GARCIA
VASQUEZ was deleted from the video tape.  The purpose of these
cuts was avoid any stress in Venezuelan-Cuban relations.
PASCUAQ%&@@Q appears to have been the case officer handling
E ARMAS, told DE ARMAS that CASTRO desired to speak to him ‘ |
after reviewing the tape. DE ARMAS was placed on standby to |
await a summons from CASTRO for interview. About 2 o'clock
a.m.g;he fol jp9 morning DE ARMAS received a telephone call o

from| PASCUA orming him that he would be right over to

his hotel room and at CA ? was ready for his interview.
At about 2:30 a.m.E?iSCU%Eé% ed him up and drove him to the
Plaza of the Revolution. hey entered the building directly oo
behind the statute of JOSE MARTIN proceeded to a fifth ' i
floor office occupied by CASTRO. (E}(M]

DE ARMAS' interview with CASTRO was brief and to
the point. CASTRO was sympathic towards DE ARMAS' position
but spoke as if the impetus for the press conference came from

SERRET | |
16 SIS
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RE ?féMANUEL LE .—\RDO DE ARMAS

< )(

DE ARMAS and that for his own reasons CASTRO wanted a number

_of revisions made in the tape. CASTRO's attitude 1mp11ed that he
was permitting the DE ARMAS news release and pointed hat
that release was purely voluntary on DE ARMAS' part. AL)

DE ARMAS recalled, that again on his own, he made a
statement at the beginning of the press conference in which he
remarked that the statements he was making were voluntary. His
interview with CASTRO lasted for approximately twenty minutes and
he expressed a completely willing and positive. attitude to CASTRO
in the release of the press conference. He did not object in any
way to the revisions which CASTRO had found necessary. DE ARMAS'
impression from his interview with CASTRO was that CASTRO attempted
to convey the impression to him that he or the Cuban Government were
doing DE ARMAS a favor in permitting him to make the press release.

At this point in the interview, DE ARMAS explained @A[

that he did not feel that the information that he furnished in
the press release was of any great damage to the United States
Government in that it contained many obvious untruths a . |
misinformation. As an example, he purposely 1dent1f1ed§§r. ‘ ‘
FRED DUNCAN as an loyee of the CIA when he is actually ' ;
an employee of DEﬁHe reiterated that his motivation throughoutmf
all of this activ was to 1nqrat1ate himself with the Cuban 4
Government in order to place himself in a position whereby
he could be of assistance to the United States Government. DE ARMAS

- accepted full responsibility for all g is actions as . " o |
noted throughout this entire affair.

DYy ARMAG noted that he had made some comments concerning:

] whom he identified as a Cuban exile who left
‘ i the revolution and is connected with the
Antl ~CASTRO news media. DE ARMAS did not know MARTINEZ ‘and
was simply briefed on his activities by Cuban Intelligence, which
information was reflected in his news release. He also referred to
a POLIEO (phopetic) in the same context. He recalls ing (T
identiffed MARTINEZ™&nd POLIEO as[EiA contract agents &) He teferred |
tgg@ICARDO NAVARETTE, mentioned above, {also ‘as a CIA contract agen gzﬁﬂU

i
i _
kQ

infYenezuela, which information was not deleted from the press T
ré€lease. NAVARETTE, acgeording é
the case of DR, ORLANAI XBOSCH, : |

DE ARMAS stated that the press release contained comments
concerning the FBI in Miami, Florida, and specifically about an
individual named DWYER who is well known in Miami and who is.
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RE: WIANUEL LEOMNARDO DE ARMAS }(g}ﬁ}») :

MASFERRER purder, DE ARMAS claimed
that Abdala considered MASFERRES =n obstacle ro 1ts efforts and

had formulated plans for his assassination. The possibility of
planting C-4 plastic explosive in his automobile was explored. |
After a number of discussions, of which DE ARMAS was privy., ﬂ
someone in Abdala made the-statement to forget about the ‘
plans to kill MASFERRER. DE ARMAS stated that shortly thereafter

MASFERRER was killed when his automobile was bombed. After the 1
bombing, Mr. ROBERT MILLS of the FBI Miami, approached DE ARMAS and

inquired as to any information he may have as to the bombing and whether )

he was personally involved in it. DE ARMAS advised MILLS of the discussions

within ABDALA concerning the possible assassination of MASFERRER but
denied any direct knowledge of MASFERRER's murder. . “() : '

o

Cuban Intelligence were aware that DE ARMAS was affiliated
with Abdala and they also believed that he had direct knowledge of
the MASFERRER killing. As a result, during his debriefings, DE_ARMAS oo
attributed the receipt of plastic explosiye C-4 from BOB MILLSCﬁhom D
he purposely identified{asia CIA OfficeéjégThen he claimed that he gave(gJ
the explosives to Abdala‘with the implication that Abdala was
responsible for MASFERRER's murder. ( :

. G uin#
_ DE ARMAS claimed that an individual named 1 L pm
although claiming to be an anti-Castro Cuban in the Miafii, ELQri
irsa, is a close personal friend of CASTRO and RAUL CASTRO. He is
the director of an anti-Castro magazige get the feeling in Havana is

that he may be working for CASTRO. b1/ /R _ roag b
The bombing of WQBA Broadcastef

‘ LIOH. was -5 . -
also discussed with DE ARMAS. DE ARMAS cl3aiméd that “"ortly«gffg;ﬁwwm S
furnishing his press release he was naturally branded as a traitor :
by the Cuban Community in Miami. MOULION took the position -~
publicly that the full story concerning DE ARMAS had not come to _
light and thereafter statements concerning his treason were unfounded
at the time. About 3 days after his defense of DE ARMAS,
his automobile was bombed with the result that MOULION e
lost both his legs. DE ARMAS had no knowledge of the bombing %fLJE%

5

1

of MOULION's car. However, the offi 1 Cuban sentiment is that—7""
the bombing was performed by L A RIVERIA}s group. The Cuban lfﬁfv
~ Government is elated over thi’s because A who has alwasy been*bne

of the leaders of the anti-Castro movement in Miami, had now resorted to
radical terrorist action, fearful as many other anti-Castro Cubans .
are, that the United States will resume diplomatic relations with

Cuba, -thereby recognizing the Casfro Regime, DEARMAS stated that
laimed that Le)

MOULION bombind.

Cuban Intelligence, specifically[MOISES and MIKI i
FTLIPIO RIVERIA's group was responsible for the
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that

L

BEN L - - P
: ) V‘EEEQARMAS also stated that Cuban considered
RAMOR/ORZCACRESPO ipstrumental in the bomb o  Cuban fishing
“Jessel Off the DBahamas which precipitatedsahi; esstégnference. !
‘DE ARMAS explained that all of the informatio onqegninq the

above bombing was forthcoming from conversationf
officers during his stay in Cuba. DE ARMAS disav
or participation in any of the above described"@gmbéhgs or other ,
bombings related to Cuban matters in the US,or_abroad. He placed a

to/

great reliance in the opinions of ggig In
what he considered to be an extens _vgéifgﬁé
the CASTRO Government. He adviseg@thaﬁf ak ne

Government, fepefdback from Miami  off
of days. (. #) A

- v : /
the Dominican Republic as being dominated by the United States.(é%j;L)-wai

LD, ARMAS felt that he had accomplished his objective of

h. Cuban-Intelligence

d7any knowlédge

&nce and attributed that
work working in Maimi for
twork furnishes the Cuban
ipstyan$6u§ operations within a matter

*;ﬁ?}%@f

S
E@S@Hﬁg;ﬁﬁg&Cuban Government feels

‘Concerning QRLAL
the United States 1

fway 1is protecting him, and considers

.M;vrﬁﬁ§elf in a position of trust within Cuban Intelligence
VF’“Hi wished to make this a matter of record with American
gence as well as to place himself at their disposal. His only

2 o 2

is ‘that he be advised as quickly as posgible as to his possible
tion} by the United States Government. ¥He stated that he

S . 4

‘@i;fcted by Cuban Intelligence to perform any acts Fa

. 5anfthose noted above on their behalf. The Cuban

woe officers that he identified never identified
; %as being .with the DGI but only described themselves as 3\
7.0 (ECuban Intelligence. DE ARMAS was never shown any credentia
Yo acuments which would identify them as such.%{' " : ™
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