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' ' OATE DISTR. 15 March 1968 3
, . COUNTRY Costa Rica/Haiti - i ;

00} 9 February-4 March 1968

L J
g $SUBJCT Indications FPernando Yelo, Zutan Exile in :
. Costa Rica, t Begoliaticns Setween Lar.-:d.g .
i Starke, sosta Rican 2ight-wing Zxiremist, =d L
i

sferrer, Cutan ZxiZle Icvolved in : i )
X ﬁ%%%% a5t Haitian t.'ovmt., .mm ’ ; -
. Progressing ¥ell { .
’ -

-, A a- a Ric Jou FIELD NO. m—uos
' SOURCE  gn official Costa Rican service.

.

PRIV

e R RINERE D et

bo e 1. (Fiel1d Comment: The following report should be read i
A in conjunction with TDC8-314/01096-68, HRS-4065 and
P €8-311/02024-68, HRS-4099, which reported that Fernando -
T Melo Fontanills, a Cuban exile in Costa Rica, was serving as . i
- ’ 88 intersediary in negotiations between Ludwig Starke Jimenesz, - - B C
. . & Costa Rican right-wing extremist, and Rolandg las{crrer, a
" .- Cuban exile in the United Btates who was involved in plott1 S
. ~ -, . sgainst the government of President Francois Duvalier of lhngt. . t
... . . ‘The negotiations dealt with a plam whereby 8tarke would pro- . .
CXe 7T S ysde 8 staging area for an invasion of Haiti by Haitian and (R T
1. - 1. Cuban exiles under Masferrer's leacership. In return Mase
P ferrer, if successful, would subsequently support a move by ‘
T ' Starke sgainst the Costa Rican Government. Melo was reported . - .
:~ 7.0 .. to be planning 8 trip to Mew York oa 21 February 1868 o talk P
% .77 . with Masferrer and the lattcr's represantative in the negotia~ i
.tions, Yather Diego Madrigal Alvarez,)

PERE

VAL 3. When Melo returned to San José on 2 March after : R

l A vlutlng Now York City and Miani, Florida, he was dotained Lt

IS BT : and gearched by security officials at thé sirport, Asong AN

N T ‘Meis's possessions the security otficials found & letter, Coor : P
. signed by Melo, addressed to Father Diego Madrigal, Kéw York, . P T
Tb- letter was datod 9 February 1968, It sas typewrittem om - . -
‘1citerhead stationery of Rogelis B, Pintc Izmpresos., (Costa :

" Rican Bervice Cownent. ¥elo sells printing equipment and
Shus may have & business coxuoction with_the Pinto firm 3.)
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3. Melo's letter zcknowledged receipt of a cable from
Yadrigal; it then went on to state that “Rogelic cttained
the vika" and now "the Haitian can coze when he wiszes."
(Field Comment: Rogelio may be Rogelio Pinto. C5-311/02024-68
quoted Molo as saying trat Starke rad obtained a visa for
Jaccues Moringlare, a Haitian who would be the first of
the Masforrer group te arrive in Costa Rica.) Xelo ther wrote
that LOCAUSe nothing Lad boen heard frc= XKadrigal sizce the
latter's visit to Costa Rica "the friends here" Kad begun to
believe that "everything has been a pipe dream of nxne° that
w® neither are going to ¢o anything nor have anyt:kizg.” MXelo *
complalined that Madrigai®s silence appeared to have “lessened.sruus
the enthusiasn of this m2n of action and of rapid resolutions,
who doos not like to be made to waste his time." Xelo warned A
Madrigal that if the Masferrer group had not reicked a deci-—""*>
sion to mov2> ahead with the plan, it would be better for the :
Haitian not to come to Costa Rica. Melo also warned that if N
there wore no Cubans participating in Masferrer®s project, he,
Melo, would not support it, since he was interested only in
the Cubans® problems and not those of the Haitians. Melo in- i
formed Madrigal that he expected to arrive in New York on 18 )
Fobryary; he suggested that they discuss the subject in detail
at that time,

PRI

told the Costa Rican security officials that he sould bo amy

. )
4, On 4 March Melo again left San Jose for Niami. He ¥
from Costa Rica for a moanth. :

8. Yield Dissem: State Army CINCSO (Also sent Managua

snd Port-au-Prince,)
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- bhe has been known to withhold pertinent information,

L Ludwlg Starke Jimeneg, & right-wing extrem.nt wvho 1s- the

P
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l'lfl

_ for a possible move against the Costa Rican Governaent in ‘ -
. tho event that it should appear to bo in danger of passing o,

. ¥48 in indirect contact with Rolando Mdstferrer, a Cuban i
- 0X110 tnvolved in plotting 2gainst the Governmonts of Haiti |

~:,'$th Masferrer.)

‘keporTNO. €S -311/02024-68
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DATE OISTR. 1 ¥arch 1968
Costa Rica/Haiti

¥Yebruary 196£& '

* ';
j%esotiations Petween Ludwig Starke, licht- . '
_Wing Extreaist in Costa Rica, and Rolando
“Masf-rrer, uban Exile Involved in Plotting
Tratnt ennents of Hait{ and %its, with

‘A View Toward Yuytual Support for Projected
Revolutionary Fovements

TR T N

A hig:-level member of the National Liberation Party (PLN) 'ho

has access to and the confidence of top leaders of his party.,
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his reporting will resch U,.8, official circles probably cause

him to present his reporting to the bést advantage of the PLN.
He has submitted relisble information during the past year, but
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' ’o (r101d Comments MB-JIC/OIOOB-GO reported that

‘Jeader &f the socurity forces of the Movimiento Costa Rica
Libre (MCRL), anti-Communist bdusinessmen’s group, hid ine

formed Daniel Uduber Quiros, of the National Liberation

. ?«f. PPN
A

-he was making plans and seeking support

into the hands of leftists, To that end Btarke was nego- . -
tinting with sympathetic groups outsid;/sf’COatu Rica, He i S

s 4
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and CUha, through Fsrnande Y¥slo Fontanilie, & Tuban sxile
in Costa Rica who was in touc E with a priest associsted

¢ 1

3. In mid-February Oduber said that he had contacted : -

$ielo, vhom he had known for some timo, in an effort to learn :

sore sbout the negotiations between Starke and Masferrer, in
which Meio had been acting as an intermediary. Melo said

that the objective of the negotiations was to work out a

plan whcreby Haitian and Cuban exiles, '1th Starko' . )
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cooperation, eculd use Costa Rican soil as 2 stazing area for
an izvasion of Zaiti, to overiirow Presicent fraacois Duvalier.
T* suiccessful, zasferrer and nis Zaitian ceneris sold then
sur;ly fuzds 2z¢ ar=zazent to Starke fcr Lis projected move
against the Trejos goveranment, :

3. Xelo iater inforped Oduter that re was plaaning to
go to Xew Yorkx City on 21 February, octezsibly tc visit mem-
bers of bis fazily. However, the true purpose of Lis visit
18 to talk with Xasferrer and Father Diego xanuel Abilio  t vher '8
¥adrigal Alvarez, the priest vho has represented Masferrer .
In tze cegotiatioas, through X¥elo, vitbpgtarxe. Xelo hag >~ “*L¥A
been cozmissioned by Starke to ascertain the quaatity ard L
source of arms that the Masferrer group will make available
to Btarke if the group succeeds in overthrowing Duvalier,
Nelo 2180 is to find cut what other assistance the Mdasferrer
group 2411 provide to Starke, howv sany Hajtian and Cuban
exiles Xasferrer will send to Costa Rica, and wken they will
arrive, .

4., Nolo said that a Costa Rican visa already hag been
obtasned for Jacques Moringlane, & Haitian, who will be the
girst of the group of Haitian and Cuban axiles to come to
Costa Rica to set up their staging area, Moringlane’s visa
wss obtained by Starke through Rodrigo Arsuz Bonilla, who
until rocently vas the chief: clerk (ofifai rayor) ~" of the -
Ninietry of Public Becurity, it '”" )

8, (¥ield Comments Melo has the reputatios locally of

boing an inveterate intriguer and & braggart. Therofore, his
verscity is open to question. It is possible that the infore
sation Be has given to Oduber is to somo extent oxaggerated
Oor distorted. 1t is also possible that Btarke vill find Melo
to b0 & less than trustworthy intermediary,)

6., ¥ield Dissem: State Army CINCSQ ., _ (Also sent
Nanagus and Port-eu-jrince),

7. (Headquarters Comment: An official Costa Ricans Service
goported on 23 Yebrusry 1968 that Yernando Nelo Fontanils, left
Sap Jose for Niami and New York on 21 February 1968 vis LACSA
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| GEORGES, SIXTY DAYS; RENZ LECH, SIXTY SAYS; MAATIS CASEY, T -
| NINE MONTAS; ATUN CONSTANZO, SIXTY DAYS; ANTO81D LEOS, ‘ Lo
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" FERNANDO ﬁt.o FONTANILS (281-823979) CUBAN EXILE = ), .\e¢ G\
RESIDING COSTA RICA, LEFT SAN JOSE FOR AIAYI AND WEV YCK o

O 21 FEB 68 VIA LACSA 628, ACCORDING TO HRS-42399 EEING
POUCHED ALL ADDRESSZES HE COMAISSIONED BY LUDWIG STARKE C

v/= Ow 2(
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8 TRIAL TURNED OUT 7O BE 80 PROBLEM FOR AGENCY
OR STaT108, ODEFENSE PLAN TO TURJT 1T INTO ANTI-CIA cxaws

o

‘¥AS TOTALLY FRUSTRATED BY JUDGE CaBOT*S FIRN um.ur. I i S PP

B i
I Finaal,, )

_BUSISESS-LIKE APPROACH OF U.S. ATTORSEY WEADOYS, . ansvun.-n a‘“ 7\
VAS SIVIR CALLED AS VITSESS, SOR WERE ASY OF OT/@R S y

FORMER AGENCY ASSOCIATES OR EMPLOYEES VHOM DEFE¥SE. HAD /‘{l
ASKED 10 AVE SUBPOENAED, OSE PROSECUTION VITNESS ABOUT vm“ ”/( 5,,
VL D ECES WORRIED, DAVID CABEZA, FORMER AGEST Al RECEATLY u,',;f,':“ _
PERSISTENT KARASSER OF CIA AND JmaavE, MANDLED HIWSELY

EXTALRELY WELL, COURT RULINGS PREVENIED DEFENSE FROM _
LURISG HIA I8TO OPERATIONAL REVELATIONS DURING CROSS-EXAMINATION,
~* B¢ SICAIFECANT LEGAL PRECEDENTS APPEAR 70 HAVE BEEN
ESTARLISHED BY MANSER 1N WHICH THIS TRIAL VAS CONDUCTED WHICH
£A3 B IELPTIL I8 FUIIRE LITIGATION INVOLVING AGENCY,

‘oG, COURT ISSLED ORDER O FIRST DAY OF TRIAL WHICH PRECLUDED
TAK1SG G7 PHOTOGRAPHS IS COLRTROOR AWD RESTRICTED PUBLICATION

' OF ASY TZ3TIMONY OR ARGUMENTS #40E OUT OF PRESERCE OF SIRY, |
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THE LATTER WAS MOST SIGNIFICANT RESTR[CTIOH AS IT RELATED

DIRECTLY TO QUESTIONS INVOLVING CIA. U.S. ATTORNEY PUT FORTH

MOTION, WHICH COURT GRANTED, VHICH REQUIRED THAT QUESTIONS .
TO VITNESSES ON CROSS-EXAMINATION VHICK MIGHT LEAD TO PENTION :
5 OF CIA BE ASKED AFTER JURY HAD LEFT COURTROOM,
é 3. LOCAL PRESS COVERAGE WAS LIGHT AMD FACTUAL. PRESS

SHOVED 5O DESIRE 10 EXPAND UPOM OR INVESTIGATE ALLEGATIONS
""OF CIA CONNECTION.

e S

R L

AS FAR AS VE HAVE BEEN ABLE T0 DETERMINE, I N R
" TMERE VAS %0 WATIONAL PRESS.COVERAGE OF TYRIAL.

y

ISTEREST 1N
CTRIAL I8 LOCAL CUBAN AND HAITIAW CONMUMITIES MINIRAL.

- :f‘f’l. TRIAL REPRESENTS SETBACK FOR ROBERT K. BAOWN, ON
' 0F WIS LOCAL MENCHMEW, MARTIN CASEY, VAS CONVICTED, ANOTHER

"7 OF HIS LOCAL KENCHMEN, RALPH EDENS, WAS PRESENT AS OBSERVER

DURING ENTIRE TRIAL AND VAS OVERHEARD BY FEREACE MAKING aurx.

‘cu REMARXS AML ALLEGATIONS IN COISU\JM!O! Vlﬂ( DZ'!IDA!T ﬂARTll
CASIY 'AND DEFEMSE COUNSEL WEGRETTI,

s o0 &
t

.
LR

e T kgt o b AT

2
-

B et
Sy B

NOTHING CAME OUT IN é e
TRIAL THAT BROVN COULD FIND OF MUCH USE IN BOOK JE 1S .
5 n:fogrzonv VRITING, e ';'}é' '
ﬁf ' ”“9, LIKEVISE ABSOLUTELY EOTHING DEVELOPED IN TRIAL. o ;ﬁ%%?
'%:_ THAT COULD PROVIDE ANY GRIST FOR JIM GARRISGH'S. aRTI-CIa 5Ll
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I8 NEV ORLEANS. .
6. CASTRO GOT NOTHING OUT OF TRIAL EITHER, 1TS
VERbICT UlDERHIIES HIS COSTENTION THAT U.S. GOVERNMEST
IS CONTINUALLY AIDING AND aaenxse zxn.zs 18 SBVERSIVE smm
AGUINST CUBA.
7. ONLY IRONY ABOUT THIS TRIAL IS FACT THAT ITS
: FAVORABLE OUTCOME TENDS T0 UNDERNINE 1N RETROSPECT ORi31MAL
" . AGENCY ARGUMENTS AGAINST HOLDING IT IN FIRST PLACE. VE BELIEVE
. TRAT OUR PREVENTIVE EFFORTS NEVERTHELESS SERVED VERY USEFUL
: . finrbéz--mn'o:mmur OF JUSTICE NOT BEEW IMPRESSED WITH
. POTESTIAL SENSITIVITY OF THIS CASE FOR Cla, THEY VOULD PROBABLY
5 ~;:,.'N:|m HA“E TAKEN CARE THEY DID IN PREPARING AND CONDUCTING IT,
om OvN EXTENSIVE PREPARATION, OUR COOPESATIVE POSTURE VITH
':f":eqmt AND CAREFIL BRIEFINGS OF THE U.S. ATTORNEY :
BY JERENCE ON ALL ASPECTS CONCERWING CIa ALL COWTRIBUTED GREATLY
10 WHOLESOME CLIMATE IN WHICH TRIAL VAS CONDUCTED AND HELPED
‘. DEMORALIZE THE DEFENSE WHICH, I8 ALL, DISPLAYED VERY LITTLE
snu. ARD BOT WUCK OF THE FIEWDISHNESS VE HaD EXPECTED,
T g, STATION | ESPECIALLY VISIES T0 COMMEND EDVARD K. FYAENCE
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FOR HIeW Y Pgorzc_cvon.r(s.,. com e anco £20 COSSCIENTISLS
KANNER I8 VHICH HE CARRIED OUT WIS DUTIES IN COSWECTION WITH
TRIAL, INTERESIS OF STATION AND ITS PERSONMEL WERE
TOTALLY PROTECTED AND OVERALL INTERESTS OF AGENMCY WERE
- EXTREMELY WELL SERVED BY M1S PRESTNCE MERE.
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te FOR FIRST TIMNE IN MORE THAI A VEEK TRIAL HAS ®ADE

s
o

EXTENSIVE BACKGROUND ON THE CASE CONTIMUES ON PAGE-23a - e

2. EXCIRPIS FOLLOVS “MAKIMUN SENTESCE EACH COULD Ri-

CEIVE 1S A 335,009 FINE AHD SEVEN YEARS‘ 19 PRISOH, SEBTESCING

VAS LEFERRD PESOING BACKGROUND IWVESTIGATIONS. FATHER GEGRGES...

HAD B0 COMMENT. HOWEVER, MASFERRER LABELED IT A °POLITICAL

TRIAL®. WE SASD 17 “REFLECTED THE CURREST FOREIGN POLICY OF

THE U.S.” “DOCUMENTS INTRODUCED AT THE TRIAL ISDISZTES THAT

THE MAITIAN 15VAS50M ubm.n GET SOME WILITARY BACKISG FROW THE _
DOMISICAS REPUBLIC. THROUGHOUT THE SIX-DAY TRIAL, U.S. S
ATTORSEY WILLIs® JEADOVS AND HIS ASSISTAST, LLOYD BATES, PUT S

NN

L are

e vie e s me e vane W e v

N 30 UlTllESSiS. IHE. DEFENSE RESTED WITHOUT OPENISS ARGUMESTS
m_vmnut CALLING A SIHGLE UITIISSS. ‘I’HE OILY DE?E!SE OfFERED
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VAS THE THEME .THAT THE HAITIAN VENTURE WAS CIA-SPOHSORED.
HOVEYER, JUDGE TED CAGOT RULED THERT VASN'T “ANY EVIDENCE To

AT KT, SR
.BACK UP THAT THEORY AND THE JURY DIDN'T GET ANY DETAILED
COMMENTS ON IT. GINO NEGRETTI... ATTORNEY FOR THE DEFENSE,
LABELED THE DEFENDANTS FREEDOM FIGHTERS...AND ATTACKED THE
LAy UNDER WHICK THEY VERE CHARGED.” °“NEGRETTI SAID ALL THE
'DEFENDANTS WILL APPEAL.” o
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o SUBJEC .g' State, 6 November 1967

: . $. Mz, Broe neted that the Relando Masferzer trial is finally
. comiag wp in Miami, He loft a document concerning the present etatns

~of the tefal with My, Sayre for kis porusal and later return to the Agency.

Ovdas wes sleo givea b0 o e d ith Dias e -
¢ Mp, Sayre for seading and Fetusn st's cotivenieat
- time,
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