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INTERVIEW AND MEETING SUMMARY oo

CongoChiefdetation .................... LR s T

' DATE‘TIME‘LOCAT'ION:' August 20, 1975 - 12:30—3:30 p.m, =
Room 608, Carroll Arms "

 PRESENT: Burton Wides, Rhett Dawson, Frederick Baron

" HAS OR SHOULD BE DIGESTED:

FOLLOW‘UP REQUIRED:
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'MEMORANDUM | -

TO: ~ TFiles
FROM: Frederick Baron
DATE: August 20, 1975

SUBJECT: Interview with Congo Chief of Station: Lumumba Assassination
Plan and Related Events in the Congo

Staff Members Present: Burton Wides, Rhett Dawson,
Frederick Baron

The foildwing is a summary of the contents of an interview
conducted with a former CIA officer concerning a period (1960-1961)
in which he was Chief of Station in the Congo. The interview was
conducted from 12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. today in Room 608 of the
Carroll Arms Hotel. |

At the request of the Chief of Station (C0S), we agreed to -

take his testimony under alias. He will be referred to hereinafter

as ''COS".

COS GOES TO CONGO AND RECEIVES MESSENGER FROM HEADQUARTERS

COS said that he arrived in the Congo.as Chief of Station in
early July (probably the 10th or.llth) 1960. COS said that before
he left Headquarters for the Congo he did not talk with either
Richard Bisseil (DDP) or Bronson Tweedy (Chief, Africa Division)
about the prospect of assassinating Patrice Lumumba. Soon after
ar;iving in the Congo, COS was asked to return to Headquarters in
late July for briefings. He said there was no talk of assassination

at those meetings, either.

[
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After his return to the Congo, probably in early September,
COS received a cable from Headquarters that said, in his words,
"someone I would recognize would appear to give me instructions for
a mission I would carry out." Soon thereafter Sidney Gottlieb
arrived in the Congo to meet with COS. COS recognized Gottlieb
from the Technical Services Division at the CIA, and it was made
clear that Gottlieb was the messenger referred to in the cable.

| Gottlieb and COS met in COS's new apartment. COS dated this

meeting by the fact that he had moved into this apartment in early
September, 1960 . COS said that Gottlieb informed him that lethal
biological agents had been developed for the assassination of
Lumumba. COS believes that Gottlieb brought a poison virus and
probably two other lethal biological agents with him in his bag.
But COS said it was possible that the biological wea?bns arrived
shortly thereafter. COS said that Gottlieb also provided rubber
gloves, 'a gauze mask, and probably a hypodermic syringe -- equipment
for administering the poisonous substances. The poisonous substances
were to be injected into food, drink, toothpaste, or anything else
that Lumumba might ingest. COS did not remember the appearance of
the biological agents themselves, but he did recall that there were
approximately three different types of lethal substances provided
to him.

COS said that he was ''taken aback'” by Gottlieb's assignment
to him of the assassination of Lumumba. COSvsaid that he was a
junior Chief of Station,and he wanted to make sure to '"pin down"

the chain of authority for this assignment because "I had never
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heard of anything like this." COS's best recollection was that he

had the following interchange with Sidnéy Gottlieb:

C0S: Where did this brilliant idea come from?

Gottlieb: The top.

COS: Who at the top?
Gottlieb: The Director has instructions from President

Eisenhower. -

COS said that he could not recall the exact language of the
interchange, although this was his bespﬁreédllection. He said
Gottlieb made it clear that the President wanted to find a way to
remove Lumumba from the scene. He said that when Gottlieb explained
the source of authorization for the assassination plot, he made it
clear that the President was the source. COS said it was possible
that Gottlieb uséd a euphemism, but it was more likely that he
mentioned either '"President Eisenhower' or "the President." In
response to a question from the staff to paraphrase again the import
of Gottlieb's instruction to him, COS said that Gottlieb told him
something to the effect that "I am giving you instructions on highest
authority to assassinate Lumumba any way you can." COS said that
Gottlieb did not insist that the assassination had to take place by
means of the biological agents he was supplying.

COS said that this was not an exploration of the possibility
of assassination or the establishment of a mere capability for assassi-
nation. '"They were serious about it . . . it was clear that the

policy decision to assassinate Lumumba had been made." COS said
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he was not awaiting any further ''go signal" in order to proceed
with the assassination operation. |

COS said that Gottlieb told him that there was to be no connec-
tion Qith the Unitéd States if the biological agents were to be
employed. COS had an asset in the Congo that he considered for
use as an intermediary in this project, although he never moved
forward to make the asset knowledgeable of the project. COS said
that, whether or not he used an intermediary to accomplish the
assassination, Gottlieb made it clear that "I was to do it or find
a way to do it."

COS asked Gottlieb when the lethal biological agents would
lose their potency. Gottlieb said this would happen over a long
period of time. COS said that he did not remember exactly what
’the substances looked like, nor whether Gottlieb brought it in his
bag, and this would not be surprising because "in those days there
were no customs checks in the Congo."

COS locked the virus in a safe at the Station to which only
he had access. He remembers taking the virus from the safe sometime
later -- probably after the arrest or death of Lumumba -- to disposé
of it by burying it near the Congo River. COS said that he had no |
training in chemistry and felt ill-equipped to deal with poisons.
COS asked Gottlieb if the poison left traces. Gottlieb told him
that it left the traces of a normal disease.

COS said he was never subjected to great pressure to use thg

poison. COS added that, when he spoke with Gottlieb, "I don't
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think I agreed to use it." Although he also said that he did not
tell Gottlieb thét he would refuse to use it. |

COS said that even though Gottlieb had told him that clearance
for the assassinatioﬁ of Lumumba had come from the President and
the DCI, he wanted verification from Headquarters of an assignment
of such magnitude. COS said: "I responded to Headquarters with a
double-talk message, saying that I had met the messenger and re-
questing confirmation. I then received a cable cohtaining double-
talk confirmation, something like 'your assumption confirmed.'"

COS said "I never knew who was sending me these cables. They
also said 'Director' and I sent my cables with a special slug. My
cables were probably marked to 'Director' which is never actually
seen by the DCI. COS thought that he destroyed his copy of .cables
on this subject on instructions céntained in those cables. He said
that only a single copy of the cables had existed at the Congo
Station. COS said that he was instructed by Gottlieb that he was
not to discuss this assassination mission even with his own deputy.
COS said that he did not discuss the operation with Glenn Fields.
He also said that he would not have discussed the opération with
Dr. Lester Houck because Houck was removed as Branch Chief in early
fall due to dissatisfaction with his perforﬁance.

COS said that he thought an assassination effort was "a bad
idea, both morally and practically.'" However, COS said that he
may not have expressed his grave concern to Gottliéb because he was
so taken aback at receiving the assignmentf COS thought that he

told Gottlieb that he did not have a good means of access to Lumumba.

!
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COS recalls raising the subject of assassination with
Gottlieb on subsequent occasions outside the Congo only in the
context of his (COS's) feeling: '"Thank God I never had to use it."
COS did not remember if Gottlieb mentioned Richard Bissell as
a sourée of authority or approval for the assassination operation.
COS~does not recall thét anyone other than the President and the
DCI were indicated as the source of authority for the assassination

operation. -

0 'DONNELL IS DISPATCHED FROM HEADQUARTERS TO THE CONGO

COS recalled the fact that Justin O'Donnell arrived in the
Congo from CIA Headquarters approximateiy in October of 1960. COS
said that O0'Donnell "camé to eliminate Lumumba." COS did not re-
call whether O'Donnell\recélled a conversation with Richard Biséell.

COS said that, in anticipating O'Donnell's arrival, he had
the impression that O'Donnell was coming to aid in the removal of
Lumumba. COS said, "I wondered if Headquafters thought I was drag-
ging my feet and that I might be relieved."

COS said he did not remember discussing his meeting with
Sidney Gottlieb with O'Donnell but he simply does not have a
specific recollection. COS said he would not dispute O 'Donnell's
testimony that COS had made O'Donnell aware that a poison virus
was in his safe. COS said thét assassination was '"not excluded"
as one of the means of femoving Lumumba that O'Donnell might use. '

But COS said that he was not certain that assassination was included

as one of O0'Donnell's tools. COS said that he may have discussed
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with O'Donnell a plan to snatch Lumumba from "protecﬁive custody."
But he does not specifically remember this.

COS said that "O'Donnell did not seem fo do anything most of
the time, and I didn't take him very seriously. He spent a lot of
time drinking."' COS said that he was not aware of any action
O'Donnell took to carry out an assassination or a "snatch" of
Lumumba. |

COS said that the assassination plan had struck him from the
beginning as a bad idea, so he moved slowly on it. "I showed some
action to Headquarters by sending cables, but never pushed it."”

COS said that he asked-O'Donnell fo clear with him any major

actions he was contemplating in the Congo. COS Believes that

O'Donnell was in the Congo from September until approximately

HW 50235

Christmas.

LUMUMBA's ESCAPE

COS said that Lumumba's escape from "protective custody" was
a surprise to him. He said that the CIA Station had nothing to do
with it, aléhough they 1nvest1gated the incident.

COS said "I was in touch with many official Congolese about
where Lumumba was and how he got out. But I did not get much good

information. It was assumed that Lumumba was going to Stanleyville.

‘The Congolese flew troops to points that he would have to pass on

this route. I remember reviewing maps of these routes with the
Congolese."
COS added, "I left the Congo for Rome because of the prospect

that Lumumba might start an uprising against 'white devils.' But
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when I arrived in Rome I reéd that Lumumba was captured. I learned
from Mobutu and Casavubu that Lumumba would be imprisoned in Thys- o
ville.

COS MEETS WITH BISSELL, TWEEDY, AND KARAMESSINES IN ROME

In November 1960, while Lumumba was at large, COS flew to Rome
to meet with Richard Bissell, Bronson Tweedy and Thomas Karamessines
(then Chief of Station in Rome) for a briefing session on events
in the Congo. The meeéing took place at Karamessines' house. (OS
femembers a general discussion of events surrounding Lumumba's
escape and of the situafion in the Congo, but he deoes not recall
any specific discussion of assassination. He said, 'Perhaps we
did discuss assassination, I simply don't recall. I wéé tired. I

had flown all day. And I wasn't in favor of assassination."

BRONSON TWEEDY

' COS assumed that Tweedy was knowledgeable of the assassination
plan. However, he does not recall specifically discussing the plan

with Tweedy prior to the delivery of the poison or while he was in

’possession of the poison. COS said, "I did talk with Bronson

Tweedy much later about it to the effect that 'thank Cod nothing

was ever done.'"

COS did not remember whether Tweedy came to the Congo before
Lumumba's death. COS thought that he must have 'come later. COS

said, however, that if Tweedy had come earlier he probably would

- have asked Tweedy about the assassination mission.

50955
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COS INFORMS DCI SCHLESINGER OF ASSASSINATION PLAN

COS said that in response to Schlesinger's request for reports
on 'questionable activities" within the Agency, COS met withlhim.
COS said that he informed Schlesinger verbally that he had received
instructions to try to assassinate Lumumba. COS said that he did
not mentioﬁ a poison virus to Schlesinger. COS said that Schlesinger
did not make a response to-this information. COS was unaware of

any follow-up that was taken due to his briefing of Schlesinger.

OTHERS KNOWLEDGEABLE OF THE ASSASSINATION PLAN

COS said that he assumed that IWEEDY, BISSELL, and DULLES‘were
witting of the assassination plan. COS said that he did have
occasion to see ALLEN DULLES from time to time, but he does not
remember discussing assassination in any formiwith DULLES.

Cos said, "I might have mentioned the assassination plan to
COLBY when he became Director.'" However, COS does not have any
specificvrecollectioﬁ of a conversation with COLBY.

COS does not think he informed RICHARD HELMS of the assassina-
tion plan. | )

COS said that he was never interviewed by the INSPECTOR GENERAL
in 1967 in the preparation of the IG Report on‘Assassinétions.

COS said that he never discussed the assassinatién plan with

ARNOLD SILVER.

PROJECT ZRRIFLE AND AGENT QJWIN

COS said he never discussed the assassination plan with Williém
Harvey (the Director of Project ZRRIFLE). COS said he never discussed

assassination capabilities or assets with Harvey.
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COS did not recall agent QJWIN. He did recall that O'Donnell
may have brought an asset into the Congo to help him. He said,
ﬁowever, that based on our representation that QJWIN was in the

Congo in the fall of 1960, he must have known of QJWIN's activities.

WIROGUE
COS does not remember the true name of agent WIROGUE nor why
or how he came to the Congo. When his recollection was réfreshed
by seeing cable traffic, COS said that WIROGUE was a difficult man.
to handle. For a short time, WIROGUE became a majof in the Congolese
Army. COS said that he had wanted ROGUE ﬁo pull together a sur-
veillance team. COS did not recall discussing WIROGUE with OfDonnell.
COS's only specific recollection is of being in WIROGUE's |
apartment and discussing an assassination squad. COS does not
think that he mentioned the use of QJWIN in connection With}this
"execution équad.” COS said that it was conceivable that he had
approached WIROGUE with the idea of using him against Lumumba.
But COS remembers he came to mistrusﬁ WIROGUE and felt that WIROGUE
did not know what he was doing. COS also said it was uniikely
- that he would have sent the cable about WIROGUE's approach to |
QJWIN in 6rdinary CIA channels as he did if he thought this related
to the actual assassination mission. Instead, it was merely

evidence that WIROGUE was out of contrbl.

- MOVING LUMUMBA TO KATANGA

COS recalled that troops in Thysville mutinied while Lumumba

was being held there. COS was in contact with various Congolese
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officials and discovered that Casavubu and Mobutu had decided to
fly to Thysville to put down the munity. COS attempted to con-
vince them not to go together. They did succeed in putting down
the mutiny. |

COS did not learn that Lumumba was to be moved to Katanga
until after it heppened. Cos saia his discussions with Mobutu
about Mobutu's intentions for Lumumba left COS with the 1mpressxon
that Lumumba might be executed

Cos said‘that Jack Hasey was the Acting‘Base Chief in

Elizabethville, and was succeeded by David Whipple, who became

~Base Chief in Katanga. COS also said that Ambassador Clare H.

HW 50235

Timberlake worked closely with COS, but they never discussed with

‘him the general question of assassination.

TESTIMONY UNDER ALIAS

:At the outset of the inferview, the Committee staff agreed
to honor COS's request to testify under alias. COS, who is still
in private‘enterbrise in Zaire, said he would be in personal
danger there if he were linked to this story. He said, "They
might make me take the big high jump. I've been on the 'zap list'

before."
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" AFFIDAVIL 'Pun ov\ﬁL shah

. - ..7. TORIED
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA INVEN 7 [77

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA SS:

BY

  1,_C; Douglas Dillon, being first duly sworn, do upon oath

" Nothary Bublis T
District of Columbia

depose and state:

From June 1959 until early January 1961, I sefved as Under
Secretary of State. During approximately 35-40 percent of

that time, I served as Acting Secretary of State because of
Secretary Herter's absence from Washington. .

Secretary Herter, who preceded me as Under’ Secretaly of State,
had served as the State Department representative on the 54/12
Committee, a predecessor of the present Forty Committee. When
I became Under Secretary, the President asked me to retaln my

.earlier responsibilities for forelgn economic policy. Accord-

ingly, the Number 3 position in the Department of State was
designated as Under Secretary for Political Affairs. Robert
Murphy was appointed to this position and took over the State
Department's respon51b111t1es on the 54/12 Commlttee.

Because of the frequency of my service as Acting Secretary of
State, I was kept regularly informed of important 54/12 Com-
mittee decisions. On occasion I met with the ' 54/12 Committee
and partl01pated in its deliberations..

Durlng this entire perlod I have no recollection of any dis-
cussions or decisions looking toward the assassination of
elither Generalissimo Trujillc or Prime Minister Castro.

On one occasion in late July or early August of 1960, shortly
after Patrice Lumumba's visit to Washington, I attended a meet-

- ing 'in the Pentagon at which the overall Congo problem was dis-

cussed. During the discussion, which covered a great variety
of matters, my recollection is that a question regarding the
possibility of an assassination attempt against Lumumba was

briefly raised. The CIA representatlve indicated that the Agency

did not undertake this sort of operation. This ended considera-

tion of "this subject. With this one exception I never heard any

discussion of assassination ‘attempts against anyone.

Dated thls.?/ day of May, 1875.
7
AT FT 4 ) —
( ﬂ/ég%bfwf?i/

C. Dougfas Dillon

Subscribed and sworn to before me - , Y
this.—y day of May 1975;} A SIakiataiad

?t—v\‘(\)kj )\
o . . ‘ R0 Jage

. A WO
/”f'h 1,/< /f O"/'Z ' .

T

TN T TR T
S A T

LA

!

b amed
{I
{

RE:E
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MEMORANDUM ~

70+ William G. Miller
' Fritz Schwarz

Curt Smothers
Bill Bader
Burt Wides
Rhett Dawson

FROM: - Frederick Baron

RE: Douglas Dillon Interview

DATE:  August 28, 1975
I spoke toddylby phone. with Douglas Dillon, who was on vacation
in Maine, cohcérhing_a paragréph in an affidavit he supplied to the
 Rockefeller Commission on May 21, 1975. The paragraph records Dillon's
recollection that
"On one occasion in late July or early August of 1960, shortly
after Patrice Lunumba's visit to Washington, 1 attended a meet-
ing in the Pentagon at which the overall Congo problem was dis-
cussed. During the discussion, which covered a great variebty of
matters, my recollection is that a question regarding the possi-
bility of an assassination attempt against Lumuwmba was briefly
raised. The CIA representative indicated that the Agency did
not undertake this sort of operation. This ended consideration
of this subject. With this one exception I never heard any
discussion of assassination attempts against anyone.”
I explored the subject of this meeting generally with Mr. Dillon on the
phone énd set‘an appointment for him to review documents and testify on
Tuesday, September.2,.at 3:00 p.m. in Room G 308.
On the phohe Dillon gave the following background information
on the meeting at-the Penﬁégon:'
1. This was not a small meeting; eight or ten people attended.

He did not think it was a meeting of a small body. He said it was

not a Special Group meeting or NSC meeting. . But he was.clear that

H¥ 50955 DocId:32423566 Page 16 7



HW 50955

A S a high- level meetlng dué&” Lo the pqrt1c1pants
—— 2. -He believes the participahts included the Secretary of

B nse because Dillon's reoollectlon is flrm on the fact that

oo ommeeting took place in the office of the Secretary ol Defens

e ————:5n did not remember_whether Allen Dulles ettended the meeting,

e P

-~ oonohe said "top CIA peodple were present’. Dillon said Richard

— ll was probably present Dillon does not‘reeall a man named

s =3 0 ¥ Johnson, nor does he recall whether such a man was present

~=n2 meeting, but he said‘that,we might be able to refresh his

nwi;ll___ectlon by élVlng him more backgreund on hober Johnson.

ewe - - did not mention on the phone the nature of Robert Johnson's

--—-—--=imony before the Committee; I simﬁly asked if‘Johnson was

-s2nt at the meeting.)

-—z—.= 3. The mention of the subject of assassinating Lumumba was

e o= in the general context, Dillon said, of Lumumba's visit to

-~ - iinited States, which had "convinced us that Lumumba was

e _.=nopathic, not in a well—balanced mental state. ‘After his

L

e W wohdered whether there was any way of ehenging the seenery :

s zhe Conge.” Dillon said the subject was‘raised in the general

e mems s2xnt of "eliminating Lumumba"b', but the diseussion did not
———c22d .85 far as mentioning ﬁeans to be used;

e === 4. Dillon said that the response of the "CIA representative"

2= 'not necessarily a .moral objection to assassination but was

.— = in the sense of indicating that the CIA did not have that

. of capacity"

Dillon did not recall who the CIA representative was who

= the remark.
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Dear Mr. Dawson:

I enclose herewith Mr,

affidavit,

Mr. Rhett Dawson
Senate Select Commxttee
- Room G-308
New Senate Office Bulldmg
Washington, D. C. 20510

DocId: 32423566 Page 18

Si‘ncerel.y yodrs o _

Dorothy de Borchgrave

September 23, 1975,

Dillon's signed and notarized
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deposes and

duly sworm»
nt.consisting of

he Senate

1lon, being

C. Douglas~91
. a 9t1teme

Counsel to t
ith Respect

1S frue an

gworn O phefor€ me 3
“day of September, 975.

CECILIA A. V"VDO‘\
cf New York

Notary PuH Ste
3\ -1.09‘3 135

DooId:3
324238566
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STATEMENTS BY C: DOUGLAS NILLON

TO RHETT‘DAWSON ON SEPTEMBER 15, 1975

1, C: Douglas Diilon,‘do wisﬁ to make the following
statement. | o

1. On September 15, 1975 I was shown by Rhett Dawsomn,
Counsel, Senaté'SelectFCommittee.to Study Governmental Oﬁerations
With.Respect'to-lﬁtélliggnte Activitiés, what he representcd to

me to be documents of the National Security Council of the below

" dates:

Exhibit 1. Minutes of the 451st Meeting
- of the
,National Security Council : '
held in the Cabinet Room of The White House
on Friday, July S, 1960, 9-00-11:00 a.m.

ety e e I

(Approved bY the President on July 1071960).

Exhibit 2. Memorandum of Discussion at the A52nd Meeting
of the National Security Council, - .
Thursday, July 21, 1960

" Exhibit 3. Memorandum of Discussion at the 456th Meeting
of the National_Security Council,
Thursday, August 18, 1960

Exhibit 4. Minutes of the 456th Meeting
, of the
National Security Council :
held in the Cabinet Room of The White tlouse
on Thursday, August 18, 1960, 9L00'11’00 a.m.

TApprove&_E?“fHE’Pr5§T§Eﬁf’6§”ﬂu§6§E#TET”T§€ﬁ)
Fxhibit 5. Minutes of the 458th Meeting
' : of the
National Security Council
held in the Cabinet Room of The White House
on Wednesday,”Sentengzwlﬁ 1960, 2:30-4:30 p.qg

A

fﬂpproved_by fﬁébﬁfééidenfﬂaﬁmggﬁfgﬁﬁér {7, 1960
Exhibit ©. Memorandum of Discussion at the 460th Meeting

of the National Security Council,
_Wednesday, SeptemberT 21, 1960



T -2~ S

2. The do'cuments shovvn_to ‘me do not in any way refresh my
recollection beyond the statements c'ontained therein as to events related to the -
Congo in the summer and early fall of 1960, I still do not have an independent
recollectton of any specxflc conversatton regarding the ascassination of Patrice
‘Lumumba other than that described in my affidavit to the Rockefeller Commission
and in my testimony before the Select Committee on September 2.

- 3. lwas informed by Mr. .Dawsondthat Mr Robert Johnson has testified
that he recollected a statement by Presrdent Elsenhower at an NSC meetmg which |
he co'nstrued as being an order for the assassmatton of Lumumba. After seeing
‘the documents hsted above [ am of the opmton that it is most likely that the NSC
meeting of August 18, 1960 ts the meetmg referred to by Mr. Johnson. “Although
the record shows that [ was present at that meeting I have no personal recollection
of any such statement O order by the President.

4. 1 note that as to the Memorandum of - DLSCUSSLOH at the 456th Meeting
~of the Natlonal Security Council, Thursday August 18, 1960 (reference C, above)
a page or pages 1mmedlately before the second page of the exhibit seem to be missing
5. ltis my understanding that the six exhibits noted above, will be

appended to this affidavit for filing by the Select Committee.

Prepared by me on this 23rd day of September, 1975.

Rhett Dawson,

Counsel

Senate Select Committee to Study
Government Operations With Respect to
Intelligence Activities
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MEMORANDUM

To: The Files INVEMTORIED!:
From: Frederick D. Baron ON 7Y%j77
B L4
Date: September 5, 1975
Re: Interview with James Douglas on Lumumba Assassination Case.

I spoke by phone today with James Douglas, who was
Deputy Secretary of Defense in the Eisenhower Administration
from early December 1959 until January 21, 1961.

Mr. Douglas served under DOD Secretary Thomas Gates.

, I interviewed Mr. Douglas because of a reference to him
in Douglas Dillon's testimony (Dillon, p.19). Dillon said that
in a phone conversation with Gates about the Pentagon meeting
(at which Dillon said someone raised the gquestion of assassi-
nating Lumumba) Gates named James Douglas as a person likely
to have attended such a meeting.

Never Heard Suggestion of Assassination

Mr. Douglas said that during his tenure in office, he
"never heard a suggestion of the assassination of Lumumba raised
in his presence. "I never heard speculation that it was even
on anyone's mind," he said.

- Pentagon Meeting

Mr. Douglas does not recall a meeting at the Pentagon
in the summer of 1960 (as recounted by Douglas Dillon) where
the gquestion of assassinating Lumumba was raised. Mr. Douglas
says that it was possible that he attended such a meeting, but
he has no recollection of it.

Special Group Meetings

Mr. Douglas attended Special Group'meetings with some
regularity. Freguently, however, these meetings were attended
by Mr. Irwin, who was Assistant Secretary of Defense for Inter-

national Security Affairs during that period. Douglas said
that Irwin was "more actively in contact with the State Depart-
ment and the CIA during this time." (Irwin is now practicing

law in New York.)

Mr. Douglas said that the gquestion of assassination of
Lumumba was not raised in his presence at a Special Group meeting.
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I read to him a quote from the Special Grompp minutes of
September 8, 1960. -Douglas was in attendance at this
meeting. Mr. Gordon Gray was quoted as saying that he hoped
that CIA people were "fully aware of the top-level feeling

in Washington that vigorous action would not be amiss.”
Douglas had no independent recollection of this remark or the
discussion to which it related.

I_\I_ote :

I indicated to Mr. Douglas that it probably would not
be necessary to call him to testify on the Lumumba matter.
Mr. Douglas' phone numbers are: (617) 693-1353 (until September
29) and (312) 726-2452 (office in Chicago).

cc: Rhett Dawson
Burt Wides
Fritz Schwarz
Curt Smothers

FDB/dsm

W 50953 Dorcld:32423566 Page 23 . L



MEMORANDUM

To: The Files INVENTORIED:
From: Frederick D. Baron oM %fzh77
xe
BY =,
Date: September 5, 1975 ,
Re: Interview with James Douglas on Lumumba Assassination Case.

I spoke by phone today with James Douglas, who was
Deputy Secretary of Defense in the Eisenhower Administration
from early December 1959 until January 21, 1961.

Mr. Douglas served under DOD Secretary Thomas Gates.

I interviewed Mr. Douglas because of a reference to him
in Douglas Dillon's testimony (Dillon, p.19). Dillon said that
in a phone conversation with Gates about the Pentagon meeting
(at which Dillon said someone raised the guestion of assassi-
nating Lumumba) Gates named James Douglas as a person likely
to have attended such a meeting.

Never Heard Suggestion of Assassination

Mr. Douglas said that during his tenure in office, he
"never heard a suggestion of the assassination of Lumumba raised
in his presence. "I never heard speculation that it was even
on anyone's mind," he said.

. Pentagon Meeting

Mr. Douglas does not recall a meeting at the Pentagon
in the summer of 1960 (as recounted by Douglas Dillon) where
the guestion of assassinating Lumumba was raised. Mr. Douglas
says that it was possible that he attended such a meeting, but
he has no reccllection of it.

Special Group Meetings

Mr. Douglas attended Special Group meetings with some
regularity. Frequently, however, these meetings were attended
by Mr. Irwin, who was Assistant Secretary of Defense for Inter-
national Security Affairs during that period. Douglas said
that Irwin was "more actively in contact with the State Depart-
ment and the CIA during this time."” (Irwin is now practicing
law in New York.) ’

Mr. Douglas said that the guestion of assassination of
Lumumba was not raised in his presence at a Special Group meeting.
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Memo to Files
September 5, 1975
Page Two

I read to him a quote from the Special Gropmpp minutes of
September 8, 1960. Douglas.was in attendance at this
meeting. Mr. Gordon Gray was quoted as saying that he hoped
that CIA people were "fully aware of the top-level feeling

in Washington that vigorous action would not be amiss.”
Douglas had no independent recollection of this remark or the
‘discussion to which it related.

Note:

I indicated to Mr. Douglas that it probably would not
be necessary to call him to testify on the Lumumba matter.
Mr. Douglas' phone numbers are: (617) 693-~1353 (until September
29) and (312) 726-2452 {(office in Chicago).

cc: Rhett Dawson
Burt Wides
Fritz Schwarz
Curt Smothers

FDB/dsm
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SELECT COMMITTEE TO
STUDY GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS WITH
RESPECT TO INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES

(PURSUANT TO S. RES. 21, 94TH CONGRESS)

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

11 October 1975

WILLIAM G. MILLER, STAFF DIRECTOR

INVENTORIED:
an__2/3,/77
sy L

Mr. John N. Irwin II
Patterson, Belknap and Webb
30 Rockefeller Plaza

New York, New York 10020

Dear Mr. Irwin:

Thank you for sending the rewritten version of your affida-
vit. All of the changes you have made are perfectly satis-
factory .and accurately reflect my understanding of the state-
ments you made ‘on September 22.

I am encloSLng the statement with my 31gnature so that you
may .proceed to sign and swear to it.

Due to the'sensitivity of the subject matter, it would be
appreciated if'you will not retain a copy-of the affidavit. A
copy will remain on file at the Commlttee and acce351ble to you

at any time.

I look forward to receiving the sworn statement.

Once

again many thanks for your cooperation and careful attention

to this matter.

o v+ O G
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Sincerely, _ r”“t>
E;;ZI%1<3¢>° </ci4f/21__ e 1,{, AN
Frederick D. Baron K

Special Assistant to the
Chief Counsel




STATEMENTS OF JOHN N. IRWIN IIT

TO FREDERICK D. BARON ON SEPTEMBER 22, 1975

Throughout 1960 and1until the end of the Eisenhower
Administratién,vI served as Assistant Secfetary‘of DefenSe 
for International SecufitylAffairs. My current business
éddreSS'is'é/o Patterson, Balknap & Webb, 30 Rockefeller
Plaza, New York, N.Y. 10020. |

1. On September 22, 1975 in my office I-reviewed with
Mr. Baron the féllowing docdments'in~an‘attempt to refresh
my recollection'on»discussioné that tbok piace at certain
’governmental.meetings: the Memorandum for Ehe Record of 
the Special Group meetings of June 30, l960rand August
25, 1960; the Memorandum foritheiRecord of the National
Security Meetings of July 21, 1960, August 18, 1960, and
September 21, 1960; and the Record of Action of the NSC

- Meetihgs of July 15, 1960 and September 7, 1960. These

- documents indicate that I attended all of these meetings
excepﬁ the NSC meeting of August 18, 1960, which Mr. Hadyn
Williams ‘of‘iSA attended. I also reviewed the affidavit
'of C. Déuglas Dillon dated May 21, 1975 which reférs, EEEEEA
alia, to a meeting'at the Penﬁagon in the suﬁmer of 1960.

2. Even éfter attempting to refresh my recollection
by reVieWing the above-mentioned documents, I still have no

" direct recollection of the discussions which they memorialize.
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I do not recall any discussion of any assassinatioﬁ plan
connectéd,to¢the United States Go&ernﬁent during the entire
course of my government service. I do not recall ever
hearing of the.CIA adopting any assassination plan, nor do I
recall ever ﬁearing theAPresident make a statement that
could be construed as an order for the assassination of
Patrice Lumumﬁa.
3.; In answer to a quéstion from Mr. Baron I said that
.in my épinion the language used in the Memoraﬁdum fof‘the
RéCordvof £he Special Group Méeting of August 25, 1960 ié
sufficiently broad so it could be interpretea to cover a
~discussion of asSaséination:.
If was finally agreed thét planning for the
Congo would not necessarily rule out "con-
sideration" of any particular kind of activity
which might contribute to getting rid of
Lumumba. '
However,.I do not remember any such discussion, no; do I have
any'direct recollection of the substance of that meeting.
4. In answer to a question from Mr. Baron I said tﬁat
in.my opinion the languagé used in the Meméfandum for the ,
Rebo:d of the NSC Meeting of Septémbér 21, 1960 is.sufficiently

~broad so it could be interpreted to cover a discussion of

assassination:
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MObutu abpeared to be the effective power -

in the Congo for the moment but Lumumba .

was not yet disposed of and remained a

grave danger as long as he was not dis-

posed of. ’
However, I do not remember any_such.discuésion, nbr do' I
have any direct recollection of the substance of that

" meeting. | | ‘
5. Aithoqgh Hadyn Williams probably‘repofted to me
on the substance of the NSC Meeting of August 18, 1960, I
do not have dny recollection bf such a report, nor do I have‘
aﬁy other reédllection of learning by another source of any
of the subétancé of the discussion at that meeting.
| 6. It is possible that I was present at the meetiné
at»the'Pentagon‘to which Mr. Dillon's affidavit refers. How-
ever, I do not remémber if I Qere at this particular meetiné;
nor do I remember attending any meeting at the Pentagon where
the'question of‘assassinatingiPatrice Lumumba was faised.
7. In answer to a question from Mr. Baron I said

that in my opinion it would be improper for the Director
of the Central Intelligehce Agency to undertake an assassi-

nation operatidn without an express directive from the

President.

: - 0
Prepared by me on this 7”%% day of C7cf?(xk, , 1975
' -

rd .
/ ‘ Ve :
e el D o
Frederick D. Baron
Special Assistant to the Chief Counsel
Senate Select Committee to Study

Governmental Operations with Respect
to Intelligence Activities
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September 23, 1975

Hr, John N. Irwin IX
Patterson, Bellknap & Webb
30 Rockefeller Plaza
New York, Hew York 16020

Dear ¥r. Irwin:

Enclosed please find a copy of the statement I
prepared as a result of our recent discussion.

Please feel free to make any additions or correc-
tions in the statement. It would be appreciated if vyou
would mall a swornm copy of your statement to me as soon

~ as possible.

Thanks very much for your help in this matter.

Sincerely,

Frederick D. Baron
Special Assistant to the
Chief Counsel

Enclosure

FDB/do

-526 : Z?Lfs77’ élﬂai?y

z{ ) Fa Jc‘_ PTIALFTE 2.
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STATEMENTS OF JOHd N. IRWIN IL
TO FREDERICK.D. BARON ON SEPTEMBER 22, 1975

Throughout 1960 and until the end of the Lisenhower Admin-

istration, I served -as Assistant Secretary of Defense. My

'current business address is c/Q Patterson, Bellknap. & Webb, 30

»gRockefeller Plaza, New York, New York.

1. 'On September 22; 1975 in my law office I’reviewed the
.folloWing decumehts to refresh my recbllection‘on discussions that
took place at certain governmental meetings: the Memorandum for
the Record Qf.the Special Group meetings of June 30, 1960 and
August 25, 1960; the Memorandum for the Record of the National
Security Meetinge of July:Ql;'l960,.AugUSt 18, 1960, and
September 21,.1960; and the Record of Actiog‘of the NSC meetings
of July 15, 1960 and September 7, 1960. As indicated in these

doeuments, I attended all of these meetings except the NSC

‘meeting of August 18, 1960, where I was represented by Mr. Hadyn

Williams. T also reviewed the affidavit of C. Douglas Dillon

‘dated May 21, 1975 which refers, inter alia, to a meeting at the

Pentagon in the summer of 1960.

2. Even after attemptlng to refresh my recollectlon by
reviewing the above-mentioned documents, I still have no direct
recollection of the discussions which they memorlallze I do
not recall any dlscu381on of any assaSSLHatlon plan connected to

the United States government during the entire course of my
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government service. I do not recall whether I ever heard of the
CIA adopting any assassination‘plan; nor do I recall whether I
ever heard the President make a statement that could be construed
as an order for the ésSassination of Patrice Lumumba.

3. It is my opilnion as a former member of the Special
Group and as a participant in the meeting of August 25, 1960 that
the following language from the Memorandum for .the Record is broad

venbughito cover a discussion of assassinatioﬁ:
It was finally agreed that planning for the
Congo would not necessarily rule out ''con- _
sideration" of any particular kind of activity
which might contribute to getting rid of
Lumumba. ' :

However, I do not rémembef.any such discussion. I do not have

any direct recollection of the substance of that meeting..

4, It is my opinion as a frequent participant in HWSC
meetings and as a participant in the meeting of September 21,
1960, that the following language from the Memorandum for the
Record is broad enough to cover a discussion of assassination:

Mobutu appeared to be the effective power

in the Congo for the moment but Lumumba was

not yet disposed of and remained a grave

danger as long as he was not disposed of.
However, I do not remember any such discussion. I do not have
any direct recollection of the substance of that meeting.

- 5. Although Hadyn Williams probably reported to me on the

' substance.of:the NSC meeting.of_August 18, 1960, I do not have
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any recollection of~euch a report nor dobI have any ether recol-
lection ofAlearning by another source of-eny of the substance
of the discussion at that-meering.

| 6. 'it is likely that I was presentxat the meeting at the

Pentagon to which Mr. Dillon's affidavit refers. However, I do

" not remember if I was at thislparticular meeting; nor do I re-

member whether I was present at any meetlng at the Pentaeon where

the questlon of assassinating Patrlce Lumunba was raised.
7. It is my general opinion Lhat it would be improper for
the Dlrector of Central Intelligence to undertake an assa531natlon

operatlon w1thout an express’ dlrectlve from the DreSLdent

Prepared by me on this 22nd day of September, 1975.

Frederick D. Baron,

_Special Assistant to the Chief Counsel
Senate Select Committee to Study
Governmental Operations With Respect to
Intelligence Activities :
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' State of New York
' ’ : SS..

C N S N

'vCounty of

~ JOHN N. IRWIN IT, being'dﬁly swofﬁ;'deposes and saysl.
i.have read the attached statement consisting oflthree péges
'prepéred bylFrederick.D.-Baron, Counsel to thé Sénate'Select
Committee to Study Gévernmental Operatioﬁs With Respect to
Inielligence Activities, basedAupon‘my conyersation:with him
on September 5, 1975, and~I.herebyvadopﬁ:énd ratify this state-

‘ment which is true and‘correct to my direct knowledge.

John M. Irwin II

Sworn to before me this
day of September, 1975.

Notary Public
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MIOPAKDUM OF CONVERGAT
WITH ROBERT JCHISCH

SUBJICT: ASSASSITATION OF TUNUMPEA
PARTICIPARTS: MR, JOHESON AKD MR, WILLIAM G, MILLER

DATE: JUNE 10, 1975
Mr. Rebert Johneon who is ncow at the Oﬁerceas Developmeﬁt Council

for the summer, te;ephoﬁe 234-86701, vas a member of the Keticnal Sgcuriﬁy
Council staff workiﬁg on Asian sffairs in the lost two years of the
Eisenhéwer Administratién and the first year of the Kennedy Administration.
e said that on occasion, when people were on vacation, he wes assigned (
the task of taking notes st NSC meetings. In July or August of 1960,
Mr. Jolnson hed the task of note téking. After a review of world events,
by Director of CIA Dulles, which included a deécription of Mr. Lumhmba's
activities in Africa, Eisenhover turned to Dulles during the:meeting in
the full hearing of all those in atltendsnce, and said something to the effect
that Lumumba ghould be eliminated. According to Mr. Johneon, there vas

- & stunned Silenee for about 15 seconds and the mee{iﬁg continued. He
gaid he wrote the notes snd that it tﬁey still e#ist, they are probabdbly
in the Eisenhower Presidential papers. He sa;d that notes generally in
presidential papers, officlsl documents of the ISC, remain with the NSC.
He caid that thé impression at.tﬁe time was one of gréat shock. He eaid
he had heard of nothing like that gince, He sald 4t was uncharacheristic
of Eicenhower to spesk of anything of substance during KSC meetings,
reserving Judgment to private meeﬁings. He does not remember exsctly

who wae at the meeting beyond Herter and Dulles, and possibly James lLay,

Gordcen Grey end Robert &lory.

k!
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1 asked 4f he would be'willing to say'this under sworn testimony.
He said"that paving gone this far he would, but he cautioned that 15

|
\, | | o
K years‘hed passed and he could not vouch for the exact wording, although

l his meméry of the gmpact of the meeting is firm.

\

\ Hy. Johnson called one hour after thc meetlng saying tbﬁt upon

\ reflection, he would pxefer net to testify it at all possible unless it
\ wasvabsolutely eséenﬁial. He fears 1etr1but10n, gaying that such

\ testiuonics in the }Qat have blackballed people who uere 1ntcrectcﬁ in
uor}ino for the govelxment. Aé@in,'he cited people vho hsd testified
for the rigbt cauce guch as the Dodd case. He said he vquld vectily

if it‘were'deemed to be absolutely neceseary tut he add dent to raise

\ this guestion.

HY 50 4
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MEMORANDUM
. FPW RIS T TR D

To: The Files ) }

2317
From: Frederick D. Baron . Q%Ci
Date: September 5, 1975
Re: Interview with Robert Johnson regarding the Lumumba Case.

I interviewed Robert Johnson by phone this afternoon
to supplement the earlier interview (June 10, 1975) and
examination (June 18, 1975) that the Committee conducted
with him. At the beginning of the conversation I explained
there were a number of gquestions raised by his interview
and examination that needed to be answered on the record.
Because it was inconvenient for him to make a trip to Washington
in the near future and because of the limited amount of addi-
tional information he was able to provide, we agreed that I
would memorialize the important points of our interview in the
form of an affidavit to which Mr. Johnson would swear.

‘The following points are related as faithfully as
possible in the manner in which Mr. Johnson made them:

1. I never heard of a CIA plot assassinate Lumumba
with lethal biological substances.

2. To the best of my recollection, President Eisen-
hower turned toward Allen Dulles when he made
the statement relating to Lumumba about which T
have testified.

3. After the meeting at which I heard the statement
by President Eisenhower which I described in my
testimony on June 18, 1975, I must have consulted
James Lay (Executive Secretary of the NSC) for
advice on how to treat the President's statement
in my memorandum of the meeting. Mr. Lay was
meticulous about including in the record some form
of reference to every major subject that was dis-
cussed at NSC meetings. So we probably included
the President's statement in some form, but in
what form I do not know. In general, these memo-
randa would be as complete as we could make them.
Nevertheless, on something as sensitive as this,
we may have decided to handle it with euphemism.

4., The NSC meeting of September 21, 1961 is probably
not the meeting at which I heard the President's
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Memo for the Files
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September 5, 1975

statement in reference to Lumumba. Based on Mr.
Baron's representation that I am not listed (either
by name or position) among the participants in the
memorandum of record, I am convinced that I heard
the President's statement at a different meeting.

After hearing Mr. Baron read portions of the minutes
of the NSC meeting of September 21, 1961 to me, I

do have a recollection of some of tHe subject matter
that was discussed at that meeting. This would not
be unusual, however, because as a member of the NSC
Planning Board I received a debriefing on the sub-
ject matter of each NSC meeting. I do not, however,
have a recollection of the statement by Mr. Dulles
as related in the minutes of the meeting: "Lumumba
was not yet disposed of and remalnad a grave danger
as long as he was not disposed of.

Page 38
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STATEMENTS BY JAMES LAY BN E

TO FREDERICK D. BARON ON SEPTEMBER 8, 1975 Y

I was the Executive Secretary of the Natidnal Security Council
throughout 1960. My summer address 1s Route 2, BoX_Z?S—A,‘Stanley,
Virginia 22851. |

1. I am unable, after all these years as Executive Secretary-’
of the NSC and subsequently of the United States Intelligence Board,
to recollect the substance_of discussions relating to the Congo in
NSC méetings dﬁringvl960. My principal function at NSC ﬁeeﬁings
was aé the official recorder of the minuﬁes bf'these meétingé, and
not as a policymaker. I cannot at this-ﬁime recall the substance
of any specific discussions or decisions felating to Pétriée Lumﬁmba
iin NSC meetings'during this period.

2. I cannot recéll Whethef_there was any diSCQSSion of assas-
sinating Lumumba at any NSC meetings.

- 3. I do not récéll whether President Eisenhower ever made a
remark at an NSC meeting that could have Been'cdnstrued as an order
to assassinate Lumumba. |

L, I dd ﬁot recollect whether any reference was made at any
NSC meeting to an assassinaﬁionlplan’or attempt in which the United
.States:was engaged.

5. In 1960 Robert Johnson was a member of the NSC Staff as
the notekeeper at NSC meetings in the absence-of Deputy Executive
Secretary Marian Boggs, who normally took the notes and prepared a

first draft of the official NSC minutes subject to my review and |

I



fevisioﬁ for circulation to the NSC members for approval.

| 6. If eXtreﬁely.seﬁSitivé matters were discussed at an NSC
'meeting; it was sometimes thé practicetﬁhat the official NSC
minutes would‘record only the’general subject discussed without
identifying the specially sensitive éubject or the discussion.
In highly.seﬁsitive casés, no referenée to the subjeét would be
made in thé NSC minutes 

| According to my recollection at this timé, théte‘was-no

fixed procedure fér'reéording the discussions of‘these'sensitive
métteré which were usually,discussed in a very limited attendance.
Some of these discussions were of a general'nature whi¢h did not
need to be recorded. Others were of such %mportéﬁce that a full
record-was dtaﬁted by-me and my deputy, és he attended, énd.circu—
lated byvhighly classified memorandum to each of the NSC members
for approvél; In some cases, only a record of the conclusions and
decisions, if any,_wefe simiiarly drafted and approved. As appfoved
by the NSC_members and finally the President, the record of these
extremely sensitive matters were circulated on a very strictly con-

trolled distribution.

Prépared by me on this 8th day of Septembef, 1975 .

;::?;i;ézhﬂﬁ;ﬁ1.2:>';Egzﬂarvvv"

Frederick D. Baron :

Special Assistant to the Chief Counsel’
Senate Select Committee to Study
Governmental Operations With Respect

to Intelligence Activities

0o
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"State of Virginia

: 5S¢
- County ovafééaa/
A7 A

LA N e

JAMES LAY, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I
have‘read_tﬁe.éttached statement_conéisting of two pages pre-
pared by Frederick D. Baron, Couﬁsel to the Senate Selégt
Committee to Study Governmental Operations With Respect to
Intelligence:Activities, based upon myvcohversation‘with him
on September 8, 1975, and I hereby adopt and ratify this state-

ment which is true and correct to my direct knowledge.

 Sworn to before me this 4 74
day of September, 1975.

Q%zﬂuj , 87/E£§7
14 Notary Public

Mﬁcomss;o,w E&”IRE&APGUﬁb&.QﬂPF

i
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S¥EL. COM
File:

September 23, 1975

¥Myr. James Lay
Route 2, Box 273-A
Stanley, Virginia 22851

Dear Mr. Lay:

Enclosed please find a copy of the statement I
prepared as a result of our receat discussion.

A

: Please feel free to make any additions or correc-

" tions in the statement. It would be appreciated if you
would mail a sworn copy of your statement to me as soon
as possible. : - -

iihanks very much for your help in this matter.

Sincerely,

Frederick D. Baron
Special Assistant to the
Chief Counsel :

Enclosure

bee: Rhett Dawson
Fritz Schwarz

FDB/do
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STATEMENTS BY JAMES LAY

'TO FREDERICK D. BARON ON SEPTEMBER 8, 1975

I was the Executive Sécretarylofrtﬁe National Security Council
thraﬁghout:l960. My summer address.is‘Route:Z, Box 273-A, Stanley,v
Virginia 22851. | |

1. I am unable; after allAthese-years as'Executiye Secretary
of the NSC and subséquently of the United States Intelligence Board,
to fecollect the éubsﬁance.of discussions rélating to the Congo‘iﬁ
NSC meetings during 1960. My principal funcfion at NS5C meetings
was as the official recorder of the minutes of these meetings, and
not as' a policymakér.( I cannot at this tiée recall the substancé
of any specific discussions or‘decisions relating to Patrice Lumumba .
in NSC méetings during thisvperiod.

'2.: I cannot recall whether there was:-any discussion of assas-
sinating Lumumba at any NSC meetings. |

>'3; I do noﬁ‘recall whéther President Eisenhower ever made a
re&ark at an NSC meeting that couid'have,béen construed as an order
to assassinate Lumumba.

4. I do not-recollect whether any reference was made at ahy
NSC meeting to an aSsassination plan or attempt in which the Uﬁited
States was engaged. |

" 5. In 1960 Robert Johnson was a member of the NSC Staff as
the notekeeper -at NSC meetings in the'absehce of Deputy Executive
Sécretary Marian Boggs, who normally took the notes.and prepared a

first draft of the official'NSC minutes subject to my review and
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, révision for circulation to the NSC membe:s for approval.
6.l‘If'exfremély sensitive ﬁattérs'weré:discussed.at dn NSC
mee;ing,:it_wasAstetimes the practice that the official NSC
minutes would record only the general‘sﬁbject diScﬁssed without
idenﬁifying;the specially sensitive subject or the discﬁssion.
In highly.sensitiye cases, no refefénée to the subject‘w0uld be -
'made ih’the_Nsciminﬁtes.

Accordiﬁg to‘my‘récollection.at this time, there was no
fixed pfocedufe for recording the discussions of’tﬁeée sensitive
matters:which were usually discuésed in ‘a very limited attendance,
Some of these discussions were of a'general nature which did notv
‘need to be reéorded. 'OtHers were of such importance that a full
record was draftgd.by me and myvdeputy, aé he attended, and circu-
lated by‘highly classified.membrandum‘to eacthf the NSC members
for approval. In some.cases, only a récord of the conclusions and
decisions, if any, were similariy drafted and approved. As aﬁproved
by'the NSC members and finally the President, the record of these
extremely sensitive matters were_circulated,on a very striétly con-

trolled distribution.

Prepared by me on this 8th day of September, 1975.

Frederick D. Baron

Special Assistant to the Chief Counsel
Senate Select Committee to Study
Governmental Operations With Respect
to Intelligence Activities
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. day of September, 1975.

"l

State of Virginia’x '
' SS:

Cqunty“cf

JAMES LAY, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I
have read the attached statement consisting of two pages pre-
“pared by Frederick D. tBaron ~Counsel to the Senate Select
Commlttee to Study Governmental Operatlons Wlth Respect to
-Intelllgence Activities, based upon my conversation w1th him
‘on September'8 1975, and I hereby adopt and ratlfy this state-

ment which is true and correct to my direct knowledge

James Lay .

Sworn to before me this

Notary Public
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STATEMENT BY "ROBERT MARAWA" e
TO FREDERICK BARON ON NOVEMBER 14, 1975 }3 | /./}7

‘ . —
|

I am a currenCHemployee of'the Centrel Inteliigence
’Agency My current address is c/o Review Staff Central In-
’telllgence Agency, Langley, Vlrglnla

1. 'In~l960 I was employed by the CIA and one of my
respons1b111t1es in the course of my employment was to serve as
the case officer at Headquarters for an agent who operated under
the cryptonym ”WIROGUE mor read‘most of the cable-trafflc re-
latlng to WIROGUE until the p01nt of the termlnatlon of his re-
tlatlonshlp with the Agency. N | | |
| é.: TOjthe best of my knowledge; I‘participeted in all
training thatkWIROGUE received in prepération for nis assignment'
to the Congo in 1960

3. WIROGUE was not tralned in medical immunization in
‘my presence. I am not aware that he was provided with any such
training.

| 4. I have no knowledge of any CIA plot to assassinate
~ Patrice Lumumba . i have no knowledge that WIROGUE was ever
connected to a plot to aseaseinate Lumumba, nor have I heard
any hint or'suggestion of such a connection;A

5. I hereby affirm that "Robert Marana" is an alias which

is registered et theVCIA elongdwith-my true:identity. Mydtrue

signature'is'affixed to this affidavit. The Senate Select
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Committee will receive a copy of this affidavit from which
my true signature will be deleted. This statement will remain
on file at'the:CIA and will be availablé for'verificatiqn'purposes

for not less than five years.

- S 7 : 4
: - _,_,——?i’:/4)2¢£2ﬂ,$~4/{\ "i§:>- T —
: . Frederick D. Baron, Special Assistant
to the Chief Counsel, Senate Select
- Committee to Study Governmental
Operations With Respect to Intelligence

Activities ' _ :
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INVENTDRIED:

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES T on 5 J51[77
1 T
From: Gregory Trevertmnzﬁ[:&% August®295-319-o—ta

 Subject: Kennedy Library Tape Recording of March 13, 1963
National Security Council Meeting

On this date, I listened to a portion of the tape
of the March 13, 1963 meeting of the National Security
Council (President present). I listemed to it several
times in order to check it against the Library trans-
cript of that meeting.

The relevant portion of the statement by John McCone
reads as follows:

"With respect to Cuba, the thinking in the Agency is...

we have to first get rid of the Soviets'...troops, and

as stated ((several words garbled)) and use every resource we
have available~--political, diplomatic, otherwise--to accom-
plish that. Once that is done, then we believe that the
monolithic structure of the Castro regime can be broken up.
Maybe we'll have to catalyze it a little bit, But we think
that there are enough indicators of distress within the
military and within his political organization so that

once the Soviets are out some...military coup can be..

will be brought about which will remove the Castro
government, and with a strong possibility of replacing

that government with a government more favorable to our
interests in the Western Hemisphere. Now, this is...
there's a lot of ifs connected with that, but it seems

‘to use, after having thought about this a good deal, that
some such action as that is a more probably course of

action that would be successful thar to try to out..to
envisage an uprising on the part of the population in the
absence of the military...With the military and security
forces on behalf of Castro, they can very easily frustrate
and defeat any civilian uprising. I think, as time goes
on, that our principal problem is going to be dealing
with the future of Cuba and the future of Latin America.
I think the problems of the Bay of Pigs and the October
incident and the missiles will disappear, and more and
more attention is going to be brought on the part of the
people on the Hill...is going.to be...is how we're going
to dispose of this problem."

Then the President speaks.
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[}
§ 1 EXECUTIVE SESSION
ug; .
% 3 Tuesday, September 2, 1975
& 4 - T -
5 United States Senate,
6 Select Committee to Study Governmental
o : Operations with Respect to
8 Intelligence Activities,
9 _ ' Washington, D.C.
iO The Committee met, pursuant to notice, at 3:00 oc'clock
11 p.m., in Room 608, Capitol Hill Hotel, Senator Gary W. Hart
residing.
’ 12 P g
5 13 Present: Senator Hart of Colorado (presiding).
a]
E 14 Also present: Frederick Baron and Rhett Dawson,
15 Professional Staff Members.
16 -
17 " Mr. Baron. Would you state your name and addfess for the
18 record, please?
19 Mr. Dillon. My name is C. Douglas Dillon. And my address
e .
i 20 is Far Hills, New Jersey.
o]
g 2] Mr. Baron. Mr. Dillon, we have a few formalities that we
g 29 must go through with every witness.
é 53 I want to know first of all if you are aware that you have
§ o4 the right to counsel here today?
g .
S o5 Mr. Dillon. Yes, I am aware.
<t
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Mr. Baron. And are you aware that you may cease answering
questions at any point to seek advice of counsel?

Mr. Dillon. I am glad you have so nbtified me;

Mr. Baron. And are you vuluntarily appearing here today
without counsel?

Mr. Dillon. Yes, I am.

Mr. Baron. Are you also aware that you have all of your
constitutional rights intact here before the Committee,
including your Fifth Amentment rights?

Mr. Dillon. I am glad to know that.

Mr. Baron. Mr. Dillon, could you please give the

- Committee a general idea of your position in the Government

from, say, late 1959 until March of 19617

Mr. Dilion. In late 1959 T was Under Secretary of State,

‘which was the number two position in the State Department.

and I continued in that position until 1961.

My duties as such were two-fold. One was the position as
the First Deputy to the Secretary of State, and Acting
Secretary in his absence from time to time, in which capacity
I h;d to be fully aware at all times'of moreorless everything
that was in the ken of the State Department, so I could fill
in for the Secretary of State as necessary. And in those
days the Secretary was absent a good deal of the time, becauseg
there were travels abroad,'and various reasons. I think I
mentioned in my affidavit that I think I served as Acting

Secretary at least a third of the time during that period.

TOP SECRET
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My other duty, which was a more particular duty, was to be
in charge of £he econonic side of our foreign policy, which
included economic areas of the State Department, and also
included oversight and general direction‘of the ICA, which
was the name at that time of the Foréign aid Agency. And T
had the responsibility for Congressional relations of the
Foreign Aid Program, énd for getting the legislétion passed
each yéaf, for not the detailed operation, there was a director
of the ICA but I had the general oversight of it. And also a

military program, which was not under the ICA, but which was

Department official involved in that area.

So I had those two different'functions. And for that
reason the setup in this area of working with the CIA and on
intelligence matters was somewhat different than it had been
prior to that. Prior to my advent as Under Secretary the
Under Secretary had always ahndled that. Mr. Herter, who was
my immediate predecessor,.handled it, and Mr. Hoover before,
When I became Under Secretary I became so under a new law that
had been passed in 1953, at which time I was promoted to
Deputy Under Secretary to the newbposiﬁion, which was called
Under Secretary of State for Economic Affairs, which was the
number three job in the Department. That legislation provided
that this third Under Secretary could either be an Under

Secretary for Economic Affairs, as I was, or an Under Secretary

TOP SECRET
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for Bolitical Affairs, the implication being that he would be
the Undér Secretary for Political Affairs if the Under
Secretary, the number two fellow, handled the eocnomic area,
which Mr. Herter did, not when I was first appointed as Under
Secretary for Economic Affairs, but then when_I'became Under
Secretary T todk with me the economic responsibilities.

So The number three fellow wés named Under Secretary for
Political Affairs. It was Mr. Murphy first, and then Mr.
Merchént. Znd they handled in each case all the details of
the Special Group.

Mr. Barron. And the liaison with the CIA?

Mr. Dillon. And the liaison with the CIA. That was not
haﬁdléd at the Assistant Secretary level, a great deal of it
was done at the Assistant Secretary level, but when it got
above that, it went to the Under Secretary of Political
Affairs. On the other hand, when things were really important|

I was notified, because I had to know about them if an

that was not my particular problem.

Mr. Barron. 8So you would be keptvnotified of major
developments in the Special Group by Mr. Murphy or Mr.
Merchant?

Mr. Dillon. Yes, major developments.

And I do remember over that year of sitting in occasionally

on meetings that I presume were on that. But they all dealt

TOP SECRET
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with economic assistance to the various political groups in

different countries when they needed help.
Mr. Barron. Did you attend National Security meetings
regularly?

Mr. Dillon. I attended National Security meetings quite
regularly whenever I was in town, eith in -~

(Off the record discussion)

Senator Hart. Mr. Dillon, do’you swear that the testimony
you are giving is the truth, the whole truth and nothing but
the truth, so help you God?

Mr. Dillon. I do.

Senator Hart. Justifor the record, you also understand
that all of the testimony yvau have givén will be covered by
the ocath?

Mr. Dillon. That is correct.

Senator Hart. I am suré the Staff has advised you of your
constitutional rights?

Mr. Dillon. They have.

Myr. Barron. Would vou read back the witness' last answer?

{:The witness' last answer was read.)

er. Dillon. Either in the capacity as Acting Secretary of
State if the Secretary was out of town, or as one of the
Assistants when he was in town because 0of the fact thatll had
overall supervision of the Foreign Aid, both military and

economic programs, at that time, and therefore, it was
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important that I be fully aware of everything that went on at

National Security meetings. And they took place as you know,

morning.

Mr; Baron. Andiwhere . did. theytakerplace?: 7 ii--%

Mr.rDi110n. In the Capitol Roém at the White House.

Mr. Baron. Were you in a position as Under Secrétary of
State to be»awaré of every major CIA operation against a
foreign leader or a foreign government?

| Mr. Dillon. I think if there were any such things I would
assume that I would have been aware of them.

Mr. Baron. Would you have also have been aware of any
'communications or orders running from the President to thé
Director of Central Intelligence?

Mr. Dillon. Only if they had been given.in my presence
and. T had heard of them. I wouldn't necessarily be aware of
them otherwise. If the President had wanted thé State
Department to be aware of it, -- and they usually did, there
was pretty good coordination there, Gofdon Gray was hié Special
Assistant anleould;keepréVefybody ﬁotified. But that =l i
wouldn't necessarily mean .that we -knew of every particular
thing.

Mr. Baron. In what manner were you made aware of major

CIA covert activities?

Mr. Dillon. I think if they were major they were all

TOP SECRET
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discussed at one time or another in the National Security

the major activ}ty that was just getting underway at that time
was very much aware of the development of the capability to
move against Cuba.

Mr. Baron. And what was the nature of your awareness of
that development?

Mr. Dillon. We discussed it quite frequently. And it was
the Setting up of camps in Central America that trained Cﬁban
exiles, and the development of plans for their use. They were
rather:general in nature, but 6f which I was aware of in some
detail; But at that time we all knew that those plans would
not be;feady and the capability wouldn't be ready until
someti&e next year. So if a decision was to be made to use =l
them, it would have come in the following Administration.

Mr. Baron. Were you aware of the development of any CIA
plans or efforts to assassinate Fidel Castro?

Mr. billon. No, not at all.

Mr. Baron. Did you hear any discussion of that subject?

Mr. Dillon. NoneswhatsoeVer.... = .L.owe o

’%iMr;jBaronaiSofalthoughgyougweféaawate:of:CIAtcéverty
activities against;thevCuban reédime, :yourwere:completely
unaware of ‘any assassindtion.effort against Castro?: .
z;ﬁkMpg;Dillon;,mThezmajor%activitygwasrthenbuilding“upioﬁA

thig: capacity .among.the :Cuban-exilés, -orisupposed capacity,

SECRET
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to iﬁYad§5CHhé and cause a change in regime.

Mr. Baron. Turning back to your position in the
Go?ernment, isn't it true that shortly before the change of
Administrations you resigned from the State Department in
contemplation of resuming Government service in the Kennedy
Administration as Secretary of the Treasury?

Mr. Dillon. Yes.

I might as well explain that in some detail, because it
was an unusual situation.

That fall, I think.it was in October, just prior to the
election in early October, due to some mishap in London, the
Bank of England failed to support the price of gold at a
given.moment}-and it shot up from the suppbrt price of $35 an
acunce to maybe $49 or $50. And there was great perturbation
in the financial markets over this, the first time that it
had happened since the thirties when the price had been set.
And there began to be an outflow of gold from the US at the u-
rate of over a $100 million a week, which seemed very big in
those days. And it was very disturbing.

That continued through the election. And if anything, it
intendsified after the eiection. |

During the election, of course, as a member of the
Republic Administration while the State Department was not.
involvedvin the election campaign, it was specifically exempt

from having anything to do with it -- I was obviously a

TOP SECRET
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supporter of Vice President Nixon, who was seeking election at

that time. Nevertheless, about two or three weeks after the

election, about three weeks after the election, I received a
telephone call one day in my office from Pierre Salinger, whom

I d4id not know. And he told me on the telephon that Senator

Kennedy -- whom I knew slightly, because he was on the Foreign
Relations Committee -- wQuld'like to come and see me that
night.

And I said, that was very foolish. I am at his disposal,
I will go see him.

He said, that is not what the Senatdr said. He wants to
come tO see you.

And Irsaid, very good. I will be home all night.

So Senator Kennedy did show up at 9 o'clock. And he told
me that he was very concerned about this loss of gold and the
lack of confidence iﬂ the financial stability of the US and
the world. And he wanted to rectify this. And nobody trusted
him because the campaign had been made on the basis that he
was going to‘disrupt ever?thing, and didn't have anything
about finances.

And so Wwhat:he. wanted was to appoint someone whom he
thought would carry weight around the world, and yet who was
sympathetic to hié idea of keeping the economy moving. And
he had read some speéches I had made'at one time or another

in my economic capacity with the State Department which

5P SECRET
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pretty much paralleled his thinking. And I had been quite

contrarj to Vice President Nixon's campaign on that issue
where he talked about growthmanship and the path to push our
growh.  And I mentioned, I believe, in the Rockefeller Report
that at that time that we had to grow at.five percent a year
if we wanted to produce and not have unemployment, and so
forth.

And I had seén Kennedy's economic speech which he made in
Philadelphia at the end of October, and I thought itiwas just
great, there was nothing I could find wrong with it. Of
course, nobody had read it and nobody paid any attention to
it. And I don't think he had ever given it, but it had béen
released, he had been there and madesa speech and said some of

it. And it was very carefully prepared, and was quité dull

an dry as a result. It was written largely or suggested

largely, I found out later, by Professor Samuels, who was the
Dean of all economists at that time. And I couldn't find
anything wrong with that.

And he said he could not make any offer of this, and wasn'
doing that, but he wanted me to think about this because he
thoughtvit was‘absolutely essential to safegard the currency
and all that.

Well, this éame as a great surprise to me. I had made
all my plans to go béck home.v

TO make‘a long story short, I talked to various people,

TOP SECRET
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including Bob Anderson, who was then Secretary of the Treasury.
And he said I-: should do this. 2And gquite a few pebple did.
And also the President-elect was gbod enough to say if I did
do this he would work with me, and I would be his top economic
advisor, and if there were any differences in economic advice
that he would side with the Treasury unless the thing wa;
serious enought to lead to a parting of the ways. And one
commitment that ﬁe wanted from me was that if there was that
it would not be a silent parting of the ways. Apd that was a
very easy thing for me to agree to.

And on or after I had come back from a final meeting of
the OACD in Paris at which the Convention was signed, at
which I had been a leading negotiator, early in December i
had a call from him when I got back that mornin§ saying that
he wanted me to come over to his place, that he wahted to do
this if I would agree.

So I went to President Eisenhower and told him of my
meeting abroad and told him I was going to see Senator
Kennedy -- which he didn't like very much{ And I saw him.

And we talked about certain financial things that might be a
problem, which I told him about, which they turned out not to
be.

And he then right aWay, that morning, much to my surprise,
went out on the fronf stoop of the house in Georgetown and took

me out there with Robert Kennedy, whom I had never met before
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