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1. Please ref er to your informal note, dated
27 March 1967, captloned as ‘above; in which you propos
: to dlssemlnate to the Department of Jus ice aig Decart
) ment of State’ a memorandunb§onta1nlnd ertain MROCK S

- information concernlng the-assassination of Pr&siden
JDRFJ F. Kenneays : ek s i s

O o . i ST P RO IR e T

TR AR LA S T R L TR IR e 2 T R e

, ST &%s you are aware,.at’'a meeting on 18 January
1967 betwlen representativgs:of your Bureaygand this
Agency to dlscussEEhe hanleng -of 'SHAMROCK[Tt was agreed
that for the time belng there would be no dissemination

sT—.28¢

»
£

0SS /62) 0

* to other agencies of information: from this source with- :
e ' out prior agreement between your Bureau and- this Agency, i
» % and that there will -be no DOtlflcaLlO f other agencies .

o apout the existence of this new sourcéf@t the present " :
H Time. We gather that yougare now prepared to make some 2

dissemination of[:HAMROC nformatlon to other departments

and cies. We also Deireve that certain items of[éﬁAN—‘ :
ROCK's[Ppbositive lnterllgence reportlng “could be dlsseml—f i
néte' : '"me.J However’, before’either your Bureéau ;
~ 5?““ 1S ] ency’ ‘make any dlssemlnatlon of SHAMRoq;?ﬁnfor— '

.lelSlon of respon51b111 y oetween ou fflces “£orTdis-
semindtion-of-the- various’ categorles of 1nformatlon,'Q§

-

4

R e
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pertalnlng to thc 1nternal securlty 0f "the United States, -i§
while: we _would handle the dlssemlnae&en—e%—rnformatlon ) !

; th approprlate source aescrlptlons to ‘be used in such E
i dl semlnatlons, and on whe ner Or. not 1t mlght be neces—' E
Qé p0551b;y the Wnlte House on the ,?ggé
Srot e souse) W L2 [5G0 N
}\ be regoonsfilef;gilige giszg*uniia}figl}&%uﬁ@%igﬁ7rnrormat on }

! _
) ) pertalnlng to this Agency = counterlntelllgence respon— T 5
H .\L Sesibilitids "abroad; and to. thelAgencyls. own security re- - ¢
NI -%\g spon31blllt1esif¢s well - as pOSltlve lntelllge ;
<D, 33 from the sourcod( o i
M S e )
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¥ 4. As far asfsoﬁfbe_degcriptions are concerned, we
believe that it is important:-that the source description
used by both your Bureau"and.‘the A gncy clearly state
that the reliability, of the'sourcéfhimself (rather than
simply thgt of his informationX has not yet been estab-
lished. or example,'onegof“the_following descriptions
might be appropriateéaggnga. - o ,

™

e a. "A confidential-

] , al informant, contact with =,
{ whom has been_inspfficienﬁmto establish his relia- - /
\ bili’ty,vr";M k S R , L

~ e

s

. nAtgoviet sourdé;Whose,reliability N |
not been eStaQ.-l'i'Sned:";%).‘-: o _ S

, " . . H

c. E‘S'ov"ie‘tf 'officiéggcwho 'is aware that his

information is being passed to the'U.S.’Government.:gag

mation from[?HAMROCK hich. we: 'would prppose to disseminate
at this time deals with United Nationsfatters, and much L
Oof it will inevitably ralse questions “from consumers, we ' b
beQ;gygwghg;Wyemwgl;‘ultimately‘find it necessary to dis- - = | !
. Qéﬁn‘cefi”;éi,lir.i'jc_i;l'.'friaft‘ii.irﬁe. of-the"source with [Ambassa- = .
dot GoTasergPand [Eecretary of State RusiKd® While we do A
ﬁ6€&§§§’an”'nécessityﬁfbf”thiéféf”fhewpresent time, we : ‘
do wish to call ygur atteption: to the fact that extensive B |
dissemination of [SHAMROCK nformation on{United NationsdJeJ) -
matters will very likely requifre that this be doneiagi) A

5. {gecause mucy, of thé:positive intelligence infor-

cuss the exi

g c76: Even subject to agreement on the points raised o on
- gatabove, however, we still have 'serious reservations about ;
¥ the dissemination of the information contained in your i
i

memorandum. This report.deals with a subject which owing -
€0 exceptional circumstances makes objective evaluation
of the information set forth extremely difficult. Essen-

e q tially, the report.cont fns two basic elements: the ¢ (- L
| waf . information aboutRtheCB commission established to in- LT
"T#J7  yestigate the cirs:&umg‘g,@p:g&sﬁgf%u@sgd*e_:.n_.ff;_mlﬁ,@;;l‘gxe.gxL?JEE%’IT fin Conaa

£ and informgtion on Lee Harvey. swald's. relationship with §

the KGB. ®¥As far as we know, ﬁhere has been no previous - R
- reporting on the existence ¢of such a -commission. It is ‘
important to note, however, hatskthe alleged¥conclusions )
f this commissio ~that PFesident Kennedy Was killed by : @e)
& conspiracy of right wing monopolists--have long com-
prised the standard Soviet.line on this subjeéct. To cite ,
but two examples, KHRUSHCHEV took this tack in an inter- ' ;
view he granted to columnist Drew Pearson in early 1964 J&f:

N

[
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(see attached column from the Washington Post of 26 June
1964), a compleee sLatement of the Soviet line Ken- _
nedy's death is to be found in a book cai£;$7?ﬁ§2re do [45@5(;
the @racks Lead?" .[Kuda ‘vedut sledy] by A=7FORYSH_and SUSSUP——
_B.¥/SERGEYEV,,. which was submitted for publiéa;ion on 2 Sep-
ember '1964. This ‘book. speils out the theory of a rlght
wing conspiracy in great detail. It is interesting in
this connecLlon that the SLrnane of one of the two authors,
SERGEYEV, is ident ical: with' the alias used by SITNIKOV.
in his contacts with bot Plerre Salinger and Donald
" Brennan. In any event, _51de from the existence of a
KGB commission to consjger the prob , none of the find-
ings of the commissio as- repor;e%ﬁy [S:fiAMROCIﬂ are
elther new or s:LgnJ.:lcanL_. o (5)

7.1E§urtner in’ thlS regaTd we note tna; the iden-
tification of SITNIKOV . as- belng chief of a sector, Infor-
mation Section, Internaulonal Department, Central Committee
of the CPSU is m%gleadlng in.’ unae,iébcordlng to SHAMROCKQ]C%}SC,“
T Tl P b

at the time tha TNIKOV,, was studying the assassination .77
of. President Kennedy he ‘was" st&ll Deputy ¢ Chief. . of.the~lnsw :
formation Service, rlrSt Cnlef DlreCEoraee, KCB See
Transcript of Meeting #17, -page 12, in which SﬂAMROC§}3)
dates SITNIKOV's transfer to_ the CC in 1965, when SK BIN
retired and VIDYASOV became_chle Pf the Inf@rmatlon ’ .
SerVLCe ) :urtner*nore, @HAMROCK ascrlbed to%_KULEbYAKIN (’(

e T ey

the chief respon51blllty for welghlng ‘the ‘evidence that
had been gathered by KGB sources on the Presidept's :
death. &See E’”anscrlpe of Meeting #4, page 18.) )We sug-
gest, therefore, that the report be made consistent by
"either including KULEBYAKIN's name or deleting SITNIKOV's;
or at least the SITNIKOV be.clearly identified as still
within the KGB at the tlmeB %&) ‘

8. In connectlon w1th tne Soviet assessment of

President Kengedy containegyon page 2 of your memorandum, :
we also notegthat SHAMROC',‘ontlnued higkdiscussion of jgj'

this topic by provgii?g ‘the  current Soviet assessment of ;Kg
< )

President Johnson. See [transcript of Meeting #4, page 20.
While it is true that this -assessment Q PreSident John-

son was in answer to a dlrecL quesLlon by one of the in- <
z_erv1ew1ng ofJ.lcers‘aand thau the source's information on L]
this is not directly relevan+ to the assa551naulon of
President Kennedy, we. noneeheless believe that the ]uxta—
position of[?HAMROCK 'S remarxs on, +he two Presidents is
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‘significant and would be 'of some value to consumers in
evaluating the report. because of the similarity of these {?ﬁzb
remarks to those made byfothe oviet officials around //
- the world in pursuance or whatl appears to be a semi-offi-
. cial "line." (A good example of this is to be found in
SITNIKOV's meetings with. Plerre Sallnger in Moscow in
the spring of 1965 )

9. Finally, it is‘thé'par t of the report that deals

with Lee Harvey Oswald's relations with the KGB--or

- rather the lack of such -a relationship--that raises seri-
ous problems. As you ‘are aware, much the same story about
Oswald, although in considerably greater detail and

~allegedly based on first-hand knowledge, has been related

by NOSENKO. This Agency firmly believes that NOSENKO did
not in fact hagye first-hand knowledge of the relations |
between the KGB and OSWALD, and that NOSENKO's story on ,
OSWALD is a KG —prepared messade. Similarly, this Agency p==
believes that{SHAMROCK: .sjstatements on OSWALD cannot auto- EJ
matically be accepted-as’ accurate or valid, and that the
exact nature of the KGB.rel”Llonshlp with OSWALD has not
yvet been establlshea.ZXQ' ‘

. Attachment EEE
As Stated Above
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