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MOVIMIENTO DEMOCRATA CRISTIANO (MDC)
INTERNAL SECURITY - CUBA

BATISTA FALLA FACTION

LAUREANO,KXTISTK/%ALLA 1s the military leader
of one section of the Movimiento Democratica Cristiano
(MZC), an anti-FIZIL CASTRO organization, which section
maintains its office at 1732 N.W. 7th Street, Miami, .
Florida, phone number FRanklin 1-9182.

On July 1, 1963, United States Customs Agents
- confiscated a 23' Seabird blue fibreglass boat belonging
to BATISTA. The boat contained Florida registration
#FL 1218F and was confiscated because it carried a gun
mount.,

On July 19, 1963, Mr. WALLACE SHANLEY, United

- States Customs Agent, Miami, advised BATISTA appeared at
the office of United States Customs, Miami, subsequent

to the confiscation of the boat, for the purpose of hav-
'ing it released. BATISTA claimed that the gun that was
going to be used on the gun mount had been confiscated
by United States Customs Agents. on their recent raid at

the residence of CARLOS RAGA, 2954 S.W. 16th Terrace, ,/; *~ - -~
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Miami. United States Customs daclined BATISTA': re-
quest for the release of the above mentioned 23' motor
boat. ’

MM T-1, SN Ny -
"';r"iéf]“:f:ff*ffi_A .. 2 dvised on
, 196}, that BATISTA FALLA is wilitary head of

one faction of the MDC, and had the authority of higa
organization to cooperate and coordinate military acti-
vities with Ccmandos L.

MM T-2, a Cuban exile, advised on July 29,
1963, that Comandos L is 4 Cuban revolutionary organization
headed by SANTIAGO ALVAREZ RODRIGUEZ. This organization
has carried out pilitary operationa against Cuba, and after
their last operation in March, 1963, United States Customs
Agents in Miami, Florida, confiscated the organizaticn
boat and military equipment.

MM T-2 explained that BATISTA and ALVAREZ be-
lieve that a unity between both organizations has a
number of benefitas, especially since military equipment
owned by each organization can be loaned back and forth
a8 the reed arises.

MM T-2 continued that BATISTA FALLA at that
time was in Central America, contacting representatives
of different Central American governments and importaat
people for the purpose of determining what possibilities
exist for the establishment of a unified Cuban exile
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military actian group. BATISTA was expected to return
to Miami, Fi-rida, 2ar1ly in Auguse, 1963,

MM T-2 ::i2 BATISTA's trip to Central America
also zerved as a chack Cn announcemsnts made by former
President of Nicaragua LUIS \SOMOZA, to the effect that
Nicaragua would give military kelp to the different
militant Cuban anti-Communisgt organizations. Cecwandos L
felt they can <ru:t the judgment of BATIST:, and planned
to later cenfer with him en his return to the United
‘States. '

It is noted that previous investigations has re-
flected that former Nicaraguan Prezicdant LUIS SOMOZA came
to the United States in July, 1963, and talked individually
and in group:z £2 various Cudan exiie leaders in the Miami
area. Also S0MOZA reportedly conferred with varicus
officials of the United States goverment in Washirgton,
D.C. It was reported his conversationsg with the Cuban
exiles in the Miami area related to the possible estsbligh-
ment of a bage of operations for these Cubansg in Nicaragua
or elsewhere in Central'America, for preparationg to over-
throw the present government of Cuba.

On August 13, 1963, LAUREANO BATISTA FALLA,
1300 S. Bayshore Drive, Miami, advised he continues ag
the military head of the MDC, and that a week previously
he had been in Nicaragus on the invitation ¢of former
Nicaraguan President LyIS SOMOZA. The purpose of BATISTA's
visit to Niceragua was to confer with SOMOZA concerning the
Cuban situaticn, and the possibility of aid to the -Cuban
‘exiles in cverthreving the Prez:int Cuban governmeat,

‘w St e v'-,."'?-vr"‘"“"’"
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E2 zaid in Nicaragua at the same time as he on
the invitation of SOMOZA; wére CARIOS\PRIO\SOCARRAS, former
President of Guba; MANUFL/ARTIME 3UE3A; cne‘of the primcipal
leacders of the Bay of ig%,invasion attempt in April, 1961;
and MANUEL ANTONIO DEVVARONA, President of the Cuban Revo-
lutionary Council (CRC), a unity group of anti-CASTRO organ-
izationg. These persons were interviewed separately by
SOMOZA, but larer compared notes and found that SOMOZA
discussed with each the same basic subject matter.

SOMOZA disclosed he was favorable to the estab-
lishment of one or more bases of operations for the Cuban
anti-CASTRO exiles in Nicaragus, or some other Central
American ccuntrv. SOMOZA indicated that Honduras, however,

"was rather cool to the idsa, would 1ikely not cooperate,

and that this wsg possibly due to the power of the Commwunist
Party in Honduras. SOMOZA appeared anxious to get the

views and cpinicns of BATISTA FALLA concerning the feasibility
of such a plen. However, SOMOZA made no commitments, and

did not disclrze the exietence of a firm plam of action ¢z
any specific agreement betweea Nicaragua ané other Central
American countries or with the United States. He gave the
impression to BATISTA FALLA he was attewpting to lay a )
preliminary foundation for the establishment of such a

base. SOMOZA told BATISTA he would call him in about thirty

- days for further discussioms.

. BATISTA said he algo visited Costa Rica, ard
that he hopes to establish a base for clandsstine opera-
tions againzt Cuba from either Nicaragua or Costa Riea, or
both, as circumscances permit.  he saic nothing cefinite
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had been accemplished up to thig time.

BATISTA sontirued thate in hie conzrazs
with FRIO SCUARRAS ) PRIO dizcloszad that dyring his re-
cent vigit to tke Dominican Rzpublic, propr to the
Nicaraguan trip, he had conferred with JUAN BOSCH, then
President of the Dominican Republie. PRID urgsd BOSCH to
help the CuY:in swiles establizh a military bzse in the
Dominican Repubiic. BOSCH refused and asked PRIO not to
Press him in this matter. BATISTA FALLA said PRIO and
BOSCH are leng time friends, PRIO having helped BOsSCH
financially when the latter was. a Dominican exile resid-
ing in Cuba, ‘

}i
[#
v
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. MM T-3, another government agency which con-

ducts intelligence investigations, adviged on September
3, 1963, that agsncy had received the follewing informa-
tion from <ire SRR DR IP atry S

P ]
N P

As of early July, 1963, accerding to RODRIGIEZ /
MENENDEZ , an attorney and evecutive member of the MDC,

the MDC had made a unity pact with Comandcs L. ceording
to the pact, Comandos L were to centribute training snd
assistance in military intelligence and were to provide
three naval units and one B-26 alrcraft which the group
already had in ics pcsgession. The MDC was to contribute.
three small boats and a team of men to be infilrrated

into Cuba.

The MDC was algo invelved in unity negotiations

with PRIO SOCARRAZ, who would ceotribute $20,000 as
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E2 zaid in Nicaragua at the same time as he on
the invitation of 3OMOZA; wére CARTO3\PRIO\SOCARRAS, former
President of Cuba; MANUYL/ARTIME BUE3A; cneof the principal
leaders of the Bay of igé,invasion attempt in April, 1961;
and MANUEL ANTONIO DEVVARONA, President of the Cuban Revo-
lutionary Council (CRC), a unity group of anti-CASTRO organ-
izations. These persons were interviewed separately by
SOMOZA, but larer compared notes and found that SOMOZA
discussed with each the same basic subject matter.

SOMOZA disclosed he was favorable to the estab-
lishment of one or more bases of cperations for the Cuban
anti-CASTRO exiles in Nicaragua, or zome other Central
American countrv. SOMOZA indicated that Honduras;, however,

"was rather cool to the idesa, would likely not cooperate,

and that this wag possibly due to the power of the Communist
Party in Honduras. SOMOZA appeared anxicus to get the

views and cpinicns of BATISTA FALLA concerning the feasibility
of such a plen. However, SOMOZA made no commitments, and
did noc disclrze the existence of a firm plan of action ¢x
any specific agreement between Nicaragua and sther Centrai
American countries or with the United States. He gave the
impression to BATISTA FALLA he was attempting to lay a
preliminary foundaticn for the establishment of such a

base. SOMOZA teld BATISTA he would call him in about thirty
days for further discussions. ' _

. BATISTA said he also visited Costa Rica, ard
that he hopes to establish a base for clandsstine cpera-
tions againzt Cuba frem either Nicaragua or Costa Rica, or
both, as circumscances permit. - He saia nothirg cefinite
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/ had been accemplisted up to this time.

BATIITA soatirued that in big comzrzabian,
with PRZ0O SOUARRAS ) PRIO diszclosad that during his re-
cént vizit to the Deminican Rzpublic, promr to the
Nicaraguan trip, h: had conferred with JUAN BOSCH, then
Pregident 2f che Dominican Republic, PRIO urgs=d BOSCH to
help the CuY:in s=wiles establizh a4 pilitary base in the
Dominican Republic, BOSCH refused and asked PRIO not to
Press him in this matter. BATISTA FALLA said PRIO and
BOSCH are leng time friends, PRIO having helped BOSCH
financially when the latter wss. a Dominican exile resid-
ing in Cuba.

MM T-3, anothar gcvernment agency which con-
ducts intelligence investigations, advised on September
3, 1963, that agency had received the follewing informa-
tion from N S e :

e . rng e
As of early July, 1963, accerding to RODRIGUEZ ¢

MENENDEZ , an attcrney and executive member of ths MDC, —

the MDC had made a unity pact with Comandes L. According ‘

to the pact, Comandeos L were to contribute training and

assistance in military intelligence and were to provide

three naval unizs and one B-26 aircraft which the group

a@lready had in icg pPoséession. The MDC was to contribute

three small boats and a team of men to be infiltrated

into Cuba, ‘

The MDC was algo involved in unity negotiations
with PRIO SOCARRAZ, who would ceotribute $30,000 as

[ 2]
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military aid to the MDC, which crganization in return
would prcvide political suppert to PRIO.

The M3< was also negoriating a unity pact with
the Students Rsvwolutionary Dirsctorate.
Ihe M3 oilznmed to buy a new boat with the money
to be received from PRIO and planned to stage ancther
. alr raid sgains:t an cil refinery in the City of Havana,
Cuba.

, On Szprzmber 26, 1963, MM T-3 advised that
further information was obtained from RODRIGUEZ MENENDEZ
to tha\effect that as of September 19, 1963, BATISTA FALLA,
CARLOS 'fEREZ 'MENA and VICTOR\PANEQUE, MDC members, were . - -
planning’ to léave for Puerto Rico on a mission to obtain
help to operate from sowe place near Cuba. They also
wished to be abie to use the AT-6 airplane they have in
Caracas, Venezusla, for raids against Cuba and for trans-
porting arms which they have in Vereguela.

BATISTA was planning to buy the schooner
PRIMAVERA, lorared in the Miami River, at Miami, but as
of September 19, 1963, had not been able to raise the
money to purchiace the vessel.

RODRICURZ 2aid there was great unrest ameng
MDC members, which has been genmerated by the constant
failures of BATISTA. For this reason certain MDC execu-
tives have had strong words with BATISTA. '

s P AikK. P 2T 3 EEY. “ N . . e o
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LUCAS FACTTION

T e aaa NNy on July 17,
\ 1963, advised that JOSE~FERNANDEZ- BADUE, also known as
\\QSCAS, continuez to be the President of the MDC, which
organization maintains headquarters at 2333 Biscayme
Boulevard, Miami, and continues as a member organization
of the Cuban Revolutionary Couacil (CRC). MM T-4 stated the
MDC does not know if it should continue in the CRC teiauze
of the inactivity of the CRC, and the great criticism of
the CRC for having created the June 20, 1963 Cuban invasion
hoax.

MM T-4 said the Lucas Faction has 15 men who
were previously in the underground in Cuba, and now
went to return to Cuba, and again operate in the under-
ground. 1In additicn, there are sowe 30 members of the
Lucas Faction in Miami who are willing and available to
work against Communism in Cuba. The MDC requested this
information be made known to the United States govern-
ment, along with the MDC's being available for any United
States government sponsored activicy in the future.

On July 31, 1963, FBRHIN\B.E-ITZS, officer and
member of the executive committse of the MDC, advised

that on the previous day MIGUEL 'CUCO'\\:.;Z:‘, former )
CRC delegate to Nicaragua, returned to with a -
Nicaraguan military officer, name unknown, who vigited
MDC headquarters in Miami on July 29, 1963. The ;

L
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Nicaraguan claimed to be an army officer, and for years
to have been an assistant to General ANASTACI SOMOZA
of Nicaragua. This army officer acted tough, aad left
no doubt he was a Nicaraguan military man. He offered
to the MDC training camps, military equipment and
military bases in Nicaragua, from which Cuba could be
attacked. He did not indicate this plan had any
sancticn or support of United States military officials.
This Nicaraguan claimed all expenses of moving MDC per-
sonnel and other Cuban exiles to Nicaragua would be
paid for, but the Cuban exiles would receive no salaries
while in military training camps or while fighting in
Cuba. The Nicaraguan explained there are no Cubans
training in Nicaragua but that he had recently spoken to
ARTIME RUESA and BATISTA FALLA in Nicaragua concerning
this plan. o '
On August 13, 1963, MM T-4 advised that the plan
for MDC members to go to Nicaragua never materialized and
at the present time the MDC maintains no military train-

ing camps and does not participate in any military acti-
vities.

MM T-5, a member of the CRC, advised the CRC
continues to exist and the MDC faction of LUCAS continues
to belong to the CRC. MM T-5 explained that since the
CRC and the MDC have not received any United States govern-
ment subsidies since April, 1963, the CRC and MDC have
had no significant activity; barely continued to exist;

can hardly maintain operating expenses; are in debt and
the future is uncertain.

Il TR WAL ey e ey e
™ ST - S

DocId: 32202016 Page 11

30 M AL s S i | )

LTRANAW ..

! ZIEEan - UTISL

RETA - S

ot AP D Sk cir b | o et o enn



HW 54653

D ¥

HOVIMIENTO DEMOCRATICA CRISTIANO (MDC)
INTERNAL SECURITY - CUBA

kAT

MM T-5 explained that the Lucas faction of the
MDC is barely able to maintain its office; engages in no
publicity or Propaganda, and is relatively inactive.

This document contains reither recommendations nor con-
clusions of the FBI., Tt is the praperty of the FBI and

is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not
to be distributred outside your agency.
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- This document containg neither recommendationsg nor con-
clusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and

is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not ta.
be distributed outside your agency.
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