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- MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD April 22, 1964
_FRQM: ' W. David Slawson

“SUBJECT: "'rrip to Mexico cny |

On Wednesday, April 8 1964 Mr Howard P Willens,

' Mr William T. Coleman, Jr., and Mr. W. David Slawson, all on -
the staff of the Commission, flew  from Washington, D. C; to.
Mexico City. Mr. Coleman returned on Sunday, April 12 and
Mr. Slawson and Mr. Willens feturnéd on an airplahe'ieaving
Mexico'City at'about 3:20, Mondéy afternoon, April 13; AThis
memorandum will briefly summarize this trip pius some of ‘the

meetings held in preparation for 1t.

TUESDAY - APRIL 7

10:20 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

Willens, Coleman and Slawson met.with‘Assistant-‘
Secretafy of State for Latin American AffairS‘Thomas Mann,

' Mr. Thomas Ehrlich of the Office of the Legal Adviser for the
.sﬁate Depaftment, and»two aldes to Itr. Mann'ianr.imann'é_.
‘office at about 10:20. a. m. Assistant Secretary Mann was
Ambassador to Mexico at the time of the assassination and-

' personally direc;ed the 1nvestigatory effort and our relations
- with the Mexican law enﬁprcement authorities immediately after |

the newsof the President's death reached Mexico City. .A copy
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kind of ruthless action, either through some hope'df'gainingv

'from it or simply as revénge. The Ambassédor added that not .

~even the allegations of Alvarado'br other rumors which may have

been current in México;Cit& to the effect that money had'been
givén;to Oswald were feally the cause of his éﬁspicions, since
the Alvarado allegatlons were not made until a day or'soklater,

but that the fact that Oswald had visited the Cuban and Russian

Embassies in Mexico City Shortly before the assassination,*which'

he had learned from his sééurity officers at the Embaésy, plus
what he beliéved,about Castro's character, Seemed sufficient'tq
him to raise the.gravesf-suspicions. Lateayahe—potneed-eut._
whenwheﬂhad~amchange«ho—liatenwtowthewDortiéos:Armaﬁu7?Tf5:‘ﬂ

Ambassador Mann knew of no contacts by Oswald with

anyone in Mexico City other than his visits to the Cuban and

Soviet Embassies and his stayling at the Hotel del Comefcio.

Bgohotographs of both the Cuban and Soviet Epofz»;

fhenever ahyone'left'orenteredsfifizﬁgginﬂéﬁg}ances, atfleast.
guring the normél'visitingfggur "on Monday through Frid

A - . ol ,
luring the dizfigg,whén pictures could be taken without

3
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view of the facts known to him and his assistants at the time ..

and in view‘of‘the.extreme seriousness of the occurrence.

w

3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

o of the CIA

At 3:30 in the afternoon Mr.

"_came to the Commission offices and conferred there with

'Slawsen, willens and Coleman. This eonferenee grew out of a
suggestion made by Mr. Richard Helms of the CIA about two -

weeks,previeus;_in,which he had meniloned that 1t would be a -

-

| good idea if a representative of his agency met with those

pefSons from the ‘Commission Whe_planned to go to Mexico just

befere they 1eft iin order to insure that the -CIA ceuld

properly advise us of any last-minute arrangements and properly S

alert 1ts people in Mexico of our arrival.

We discnssed whether we»wouldijourney to Mexieo

officially and openly or completely 1ncognito, and ”s<

- offered. to make arrangements to get us into Mexico completely

unnoticed 1f we desired to do so. We told him that we did not

Want to try to keep‘the trip entirely secret, Ve would do our

‘fbest to avoid any kind of newspaper publicity or public

'announcements. Ve intended to introduce ourselves at the -

DocId:32209809 Page 4
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Emba.s-sy,'-and- to Mexican officials ae what.we in faet~were,~

representatives of the Commiss‘ion;

e

R sa‘i”a“‘t'hab’ﬁ ealing with 19 Winston Scot‘b,
' hief;&or Meﬁico, we pould be'worgfng wf%hwbﬁe of the

toj] ‘foreign opre"f'atives in thelr entire- org”aniza«tion. ‘He sald’

once we. arrived in Mexico, in general terms, and asked for his
~.comments on -how best to’ achieve our goalsr ‘His. replyﬂ in every e
:mstance was that we- should deal on the spot. withzu&-: - ‘f“‘
M-thought that our proposed Jo.urney was a very -good iidea.. ‘
He repeated what Mr. Helms of the CIA had said a while ago,
that there is no substitute for the case officer“ being'
- the spot.” o ' . '

WEDNESDAY - APRIL 8

8:15 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

_ Our plane was scheduled_to leave ‘Wa‘shi.ngton from o
Dulles Airport at 9:30 1n'the morning and accordingly all ,three
of us met at the Wa.shington Air Terminal in.the Albert Pick
‘Motel at about 8 15 and }ater arrived at the Airport at about

7 .
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his expert opinion was that no foreign conspiracy arising’out .

of or connected with the territory of Mexico existed in corn-

'hnection5with the assassination. He said that he felt that it

‘such had existed although perhaps they would not have solved

it by this time, they at least would have some firm indication

that it was in existence, which indications were in fact

. lacking. We asked Anderson how many different allegations-of

' conspiracy had been received by his office and he replied,"sixr
These'uere~ .the Gutierrez allegation, the Alvarado allegation;
the Diaz Verson allegation, the Martino-RoJa allegation, the
letter from Victor Cohen, and the allegation concerning the .
Stanford University student. Mr. Slawson commented that in his
opinion only the first three allegations mentioned even seemed

serious and that, after analysis, the only one that still. seemed

serious was Gutierrez'. Anderson readily agreed, .

3:20 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. B

‘ oy o
:2;2;' v
After lunch the three of us went to. '8 office,

and were there introduced to[ hEs, deputy’ B '
conference was begun by giving us a complete

narrative of the CIA's activities in connection with Lee Harvey

Oswald, beginning in September 1963 when they first picked up
information that Oswald haad appeared at the Russian and Cuban

21
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Embassies.«-Mna-Sﬂaht stated at the beginning of his narrative
‘that he intended to make a complete disclosure of all facts,

srincluding the sources of his information, and that he under-

', stood that all three of us had been cleared for Top Secret
and that we would not disclose beyond the confines of the
Commission and its:immediate~staff the information we'obtained‘
through him without first clearing it with his superiors in :
Washington. We agreed to this. | | '

‘.mrrﬁscogy7b narrative of course took a rather loncJr

time to complete, and we interrupted at many points with

specific questions. Dunin@»thewcour%e“of*fﬁ“ narratrveuwammenaw—

- Shown.. the. aotual«tranecripts~ “plus-¥ oﬁma&&wthemm

NG invoived“”ah “W@‘%ér@“aTso“shownmthewnegL&m

d»beanwtaken y
VQ¥E~=;ZEigss narrative disclosed that the CIA's action immedi-
-ately after the assassination consisted basically of alerting
all its confidential sources of information throughout Mexico :

. to immediately channel all information into their headquarters,:n,
and of -compiling as oomplete dossiers as possible on Oswald and
everyone.else throughout Mexico who at that time thevCIA knew~

. had had some contact'uiﬂh Oswaid. This meant especiallym.:

Silvia Duran,‘whofbecause'she’had previously been having'an
22
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2 6 st

that photographic coveraggiwas 11mite 'by an ;
irge tb ﬁke daylight %bekday hours, \because l“ lack of}fu ds
sg ’ 3

ard because%no adequaﬂ% technical mea s for ;aking phot gr phs

Bich

was of course a%t of the question under t > ¢ .'~ had

the PI'imar'y responsibility with Gutierrez._
Gutierrez’ 3;9@gmm¢ghtmbgf ‘.,

Qo have seen might ow up on the frigges of some of thes:
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In answer to our question,

their professional opinions that there probably was not a
}Tforeign cdnspiracy connected witﬁ Mexico involving the

assassination of the President. They, like Anderson, felt

that had there been such a conspiracy they would at least by

‘this time have had some firm indications of its existence.

fEF asked e a meeting with Secretary
€ 2ef gl

Echevarria, for all three of us at the earliest possible time.
'

We wanted . %zdgrson there, if possible, both as ez,
v and because

interpreter previous personal acqu ntance
» :

with the Secretary would facilitate our dealings. Beess tele-

phoned Anderson and confirmed this request.

We then reentered our discussion of the assassination
in general, as it related to Mexico. It appeare@ that the CIA
in Washingtqg had not forwarded certain material developed
elsewhere to » even though these,mater;als might have
reasonably related to the Mexican investigations. For example,
the contents of the letter which Oswald wrote to the Russian
Embassy after he returned to the United States, desdribin% )
_cer_tain aspects of his trip, had never been disclosed to aéw
or ﬁis staff. We showed them the contents of thié letter at

L

this meeting.
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time, but that it not be permitted to hold up the 1nformation
at this: stage. ' |

.

Osw-ﬁd wasin~Mexicoq::§¥;”asing 7« a key the_fact;that

Oswfid's attempt to ain a—viéé was*-robably communic'ted to )

Wasfington on Frxday or Saturday, Septemb;v 27 or 28. 5cott~-"

poifted out tp{t all his office did with cod®§, materialg was -
- tqj.end tbég back to the National Security Agencvhin Wa‘hington

1n.th “orm in which it obtained them. ‘They felt that ghe code- -

'lhing might ‘be possible, however, and shdﬁfﬁ“ﬂ?“trre&un_) -'

- ‘FRIDAY - APRIL 10
- 9:00 .a.m. to 9:45 a.m.

-

.. Coleman, Willens and Slawson appeared at the FBI
offices at'Q:OO_a;m;,,aé we had agreed to do the previohs._'
evening, and there met Rolfe Larson. The plan had been that we °

. '» . 28 - - e
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accurately identifying documentary material, by number or

other code, and advised him to see that the number of hands

through which a document was passed was kept to a minimum and

that each document was. kept in the custody of a reliable
person at all times. Larson g.'ave the 1mpressi.on of readily
understanding all this and he of course agreed to our sugges-

tions.

C/,}{er 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. | "A/ ’ A

By pre-arrangement we met at 3:30 ‘with’ m
With him again was his assistan’c’- The occasion for

T s e )

this meeting was to/give. .us- ¢ i ey—bo- go—through-.all
the ”carefully and to use thef as a basis for

reconstructing 03wa1d's activ};bies 1nsofar as they touched

upon the Cuban and Sovi Embassies.

showed ¢l and

comment. Th agreeh in evl espect 'Jh our conclusions. o |
I will npt go into grea e_tail her'. ecause these conclusions ‘

ncorporated %a our narrative report on

vities in Mexicpj but 1n ém‘.’.[}afe the conciusibps

On Friday, :

| Timef Ay : ;_M-"“M /
10:00*'a.m. s Woda bus aj
o e xico City o

oy; d_, and we then

tt the result o#

od;/wald' 8 agc

follows

PR PRI RE - PR
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. .Oswald telepﬁ‘?re Russian :
: Embassy, to get vi s to
- gOdessa. y:
_ »Sometiﬁe ter © Oswald visits Cuh n Consulate.
i Some” time l»terA l; Oswald visits qﬁisian
still ' - Consulate. -

ﬁSome time late Oswald visitf the Cuban:
‘st1ll, whilch
gincludes the pe
:4:05 to 4:26 in

: afternoon

e

. Consulatefand soon thereafter

| Satx;irday,' .Sebtember 28:.
; %Timev. | |
iMorning

‘tSome time includ- #'
ing 11:51 a.m.

?Some time latf f;f

Tue%day, Octobef(if

0swa1d calls the Sovie

VAl

f./ " We the/ 1scussed the Dorticos-Afmas (iREmEma

examined the ;; s E ed(/ 'f.
/ ome detail. Qie asked Mr. Scot

‘5

DDEId:BéEDBBDQ Page 12

Oswald telephoneSNt'e'Russian,’
- Embassy and 1s told %o call -
the Russian COnsulate-instead

. Consulate afid during this visit
od Silvia Durén calls the Russian -

\ the Russfan Consulate telephones '

PR x"f Y Consulate{ﬁfne i hung up on. PN
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received in Mexico and in Washington from the CIA. All of us.

realized that any decisions arrived at this afternoon could
be tentative only, since the final decision would have to be

made at the higher echelons of both the. CIA and the Commission.

' Slawson. put out the suggestion that the Commission might

- publish a _narrative-containing all the detail obtainable from

Silvia Duran’s statements and. from the "open" investigations

,Mexico, supplemented to some gxtent.

through the CIA's

carried on by FBI agents and Mexican police agents throughout

Py the information obtained
474P’£;2 o" . .

. "’ z ,“

mm “This™ supplement however, “wouIg not"b'e"in 'd“et'ail"'

" rathe¥, “for- example) At woule- userphnases likei"in the after- ' —

T TR

‘noon™ {f place of* TSP .m. " Also, no apsoIute” quutesqunld

.be_used.,nea&y~tne*sUE§taﬁEé of conversatIUnS'WB”Td be gifiﬁtf“"

 The sources for. this narrative would be stated to be Silvia

'Duran s interrogation, the open investigations and ’other

confidential sources considered reliable by the Commission and -
the federal'intelligence agencies“involved." Mr. Scott's replyg.
to thiS'suggestion~wasuthat?he thonght it would be acceptable |
to the CIA. He said that although 1t involved a certain amount

oflcompromise of‘his securityfarrangements;«the compromiSetWas:'

‘ acceptable'nhen-balanced‘against the importance of the occasion.

‘HW 55355
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: afything’that would permit en:zyfintelligence to di{{over who
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'CI‘A. His reply wis that{they probabl«y assumed its

1‘.:,

1‘telligence the existence“dj this particul&ffﬁ

repistence anyway._ (It shou d be noted that the roposai.put f
? |

fqrward would‘disclose nothing as ta’the existence of i%y

tpe A's informants are in Mgkico or where. they ”.! located.,

We then briefly discussed the statement of Silvia

"~ Duran which we had read earlier 1n the day in the FBI offices.

The CIA had not yet seen this statement .F

5:_30’p.fm. to 6:00 p.m.

Tre three of uslthen returned to Clarke Anderson‘sik
office. Anderson gave us a report on his meeting mith Ibanez.
'He told us that Ibanez and. he had discussed our making arrange-i*
ments to see Silvia Duran.A The outcome of the discussion was

that- Ibanez himself was very agreeable but said that he would

have to clear it with his superior, Echevarria. '

6:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

We returned'to room 510 and on the Way there were

: handed a copy of the formal ‘request to the Mexican Government

'for 1ts complete report on the assassination. _A copy 1is j}

HW 55355
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trying to follow up. For the last month or two, however,

Betty Mora had beeh extremely sick and so this whole-line.qf
invéstigation was temporarily stymied. For several years
Betty Mora has not been in good health, and in Anderson's
opinion she 1s not a reliable person anyway, so he did not feel
that her assertions would ever'amount to much.* He promised us
a report on. them, however,.notwithstanding his feeling that '

they were not to be accorded a great deai of weight.

Finally, we posed the question to, Anderson whether
he knew of anything further, important or unimportant, which .
we as representatives of the President's Commission ought to
_be told. After some thinking and after asking Larson whether
he had anything along these lines and receiving a negative

response, Anderson replied that he believed he had given us’

everything he knew. - . fz . . i
nto the
o y

. We then briefly dropped 1 CIA'S office agai%
) that the

rez' visits Hd the Cubs Embass,»‘-»
the resuits were nefative “No 2 to-

the pMotographs apf ngsfersongAiere showg

P .
d : 1pt1°n8 give .2y Gutierr or wrt mi )
begn Gutigrfez himself. (I will note hépeThat wesdtd
R | 58
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‘not ask’ the CIA to have these photographs S Splayd directly

N/
ther asked Snu—ehd-. the same question we

had asked Anderson about there

any further 1nformation

we should be given. H was to |

the same effec'c as Anderson's.

59
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taxicab from his hotel to the neighborhood of the
Cuban and Russian Embassies and return, but that he
almost certainly walked back and forth between the
two embassies once he was in that neighborhood);

8. Various telephone calls (In this connection I told
Larson that it would be sufficient for our purposes
if the FBI were to furnish us with the cost of a
single local call, since we were probably in a better
position to figure out how many telephone calls Oswald
made than was the FBI); and

9. Purchase of six picture posteards. -

cott's office where

he met Mr. Scot

o).

the frevious Sa
info the nearby confy
gnd remained inthe room th QugMiut the entire time Mr. Slawson
rked on th#m. Mr. Slay

om the after which he\geturned them to Dottie. Tubse

noves are ip.#he attached memorandum d}ted April 21, 1804

hone=hemmal Mr. Willenag\ two of us he e very brief discussion
with Mr. Clarke Anderson in his office. Mr: Willens told Anderson
that he, Willens, and Slawson and Coleman as well had been very ‘
favorably impressed ;with the high quality of the FBI officers we had
met in Mexico City and with the menner in which they were carrying
out their work in connection with the assassination. It was apparez;t; |
however, that except for the "Alvarado” investigation, which so far .
as ve could observe had been very thoroughly handled, high-quality
- 6k - o "
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