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Sylvia Duran Statements o '
Page 29.

CIA Handling of Sylvia Duran Matter
President

When/John F. Kennedy was assassinated on November | !

CIA, Secret Service, etc.--were asked to investigate the 'MLv

pL}}/ 22, 1963, the United States investigative agencies -- FBI,

A{'}’Lu(\ ™
assassination. When the Central Intelligence Agency learned

4 that Lee Harvey Oswald had visited Mexico City betweesn dﬁ/”j;
e ‘_[A ',.-f hQ’(.L <o

w4 . o . f—____gkk5u

/lA late September and early October/ev:.ewed thretr 4,

.///)//2762195 and found iH—EEE:ﬁlectronlc surveillance files a~J’/<rwwy
phone calls to the Soviet Embassy made September 27th,
e:;_,;:fgg%%teﬁber 28th, and October lst7 that could have been

made by Oswald. ' (See Electronic Surveillance Sectidn.)

They also found phone calls between the Russian Consul

koot
and Sylvia Duran where Oswald appeared td]betdiscussed.

U (See Soviet Electronic Surveillance Section.) In addition ;
: 0 »( |
' -they found a phone call made by Sylvia Duran to the ?

o~ 72T
' Soviet Consulate on eptember 28, i;;gk where Sylvia Duran

stated that there was an American “citizem at the Cuban

(Consulate who had previously visited the Soviet Consulate,

YIS S : | N N
w and put a man OngEEg_iiigz::XSee fovwet Electronic Surveil-
v V’y
ﬁ”ﬁ lance Section.) A final phone® call where Oswald identified
L,JL"X_ o 27}
+JMV himself was also found. (See Soviet Electronic Surveillance :

Section. ) \ ?«M M .

m/wv
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Sylvia Duran Statements el D e

Page 30. "LN;::V ,'ABRA—Q/ 4———«.,-1.
At this point, the Central Intelllgence Agency

determined that it would AYL the Mexican Government-- sz/l

whom it had a good relationship wé@h-—to arrest Sylvia

Duran because she might shed some light on the circum-

stances surrounding the assassination. ijlvia Duran was

~ v &
(éng a Mexican . 01tlzen[and did not have diplomatic immunity.
~T
The—Gentra;—lnteii&geﬂee~Agency s ico City Station .
\;’2 naihhe
sent a note to Luis Echevarrla requestlng that he arrest

Sylvia Sylvia Tirado de Duran 1mmed1ately

. T
sgafeg\fgaz\she‘was a Mexican citizen who BAE 20s
in touch with the Soviet Embassy:::égg:gégge} gave Echevarri
a note with Duran's address, her mother's address, her
' “ew

brother's address, her license plate number, her home

hnnp number and her place of worg;) The Mexico City

Station also suggested that Duran be held incommunicado o, ~£2(7/7
until she could be questioned on the matter. (Note to Luis adoe

Echevarria to arrest Sylvia Duran, November 23, 1963, Cia pZe,Z;,§7

No. 444; Cable re oswald-Duran, Mexi 7029, November 23, ‘“““L*““jf.

1963, CIA No. 441; Anne Goodpasture Chronology, Wx 7241,

AR

entry 36, November 23, 1963, CIA No. 635)
The request to Luis Echevarria was not authorizeé¥—7
by the Central Intelligence Agency's Headquarters. When ‘édf'
th%y received the cable on November 23, 1963, Headquarters :?Zi;
(S 4 W Gy St dt o a&f W‘“ m
= 74%4‘3*‘“‘“" pe By g A 7= |

g e S Ao
7 / 6&o~m~hk1;”4&29:72
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: Sylvia Duran Statementsv§~ © 9/
Page 32. w"/' X X ,,9’

- ~
' w P}Jv“ \OJY VV/’J \J\V9
) discovery

»’ S
“”V"yj - The Central Intelligence Agency feared/that Amer-
")

icans were behind the arrest of Sylvia Duran/ Iy/would
. [.?

-endanger tie continuing cogyert surveilla i . /
\ g KEeirs g cpgyert surveillance operations. sy 7

v, -
(? Z For this reaso§/th Mexico City Statiom~yequested the Cxphls it

[Mexicans to arrest Sylvia Duran on t#iii/iﬁitiative.

'.nyfa- SimiTaxr _logic dictated wéz::;iifgggrters asked the Mexic

119 kbj City Station to request t xican authorities to inter
i

i3
..M
!

N )
49 }_'Torty—eight hours. Headquarters stated that the Mexico

e
Vs J,uf-

4¥9;)} ‘rogate Sylvia Du aﬁ/gg/zge extent necessary to clarify
¥

the outstahding points raised in their §ables the previdus

City Station could provide questions to the Mexican
interrogators but that they wished no Americans to come
in contact with Duran. (Cable CIA Headquarters to Mexico
City Station, Noveﬁber 27, 1963, DIR 85318, CIA No. 497;
chronology of Anne Goodpasture, November 27, 1963, éntry'

yno. 121, CIA No. 653

./J‘J“-
mjk : S ten page signed statement to Headgquarters (Cable

Hﬂ—_;d—#”§g§;gg_city Station to Headquarters, November 27, 1963,

Mexi 7105, CIA No. 479; Chrongzg§§*6f\A Goodpasture,

When’o November 27, 1963, the

A

)

ey

Mexico City a photostatic copy of Sylvia Du-

November 27, 1963, entry no. 127, CIA No. 654) the follow-

ing day Headquarters sent a clarification cable to~the—
Seeetes'ny
Mexico City Stationgr—Headguwaxrters—wanted to insure that

‘neither Sylvia Duran nor the Cubans LLJQ(OQ

ot the impressi
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Page 33. 4 A

M*{/V«_,(»:Lﬁ?\wjfﬂ‘ 2/ |
‘ 'that—th i S were behind her rearrest./ The cable

stated "We want the Mexican authorities to take the re-
sponsibility for the whole affair." (Cable from Headquarters
to the Mexiéo City Station, November 28, 1963, DIR 85371,
CIA No. 464; Chronology of Anne.Goodpasture,.November 28,
1963, WX7241, entry no. 141, CIA No. 658)

When the Central Intelligence began to deal with
the Warren Commission/Headquarters cabled the Mexico
City Station that their presemt plan in passing informa-
tion to the Warren Commission was to eliminate mentionvof
telephone taps in order to protect their continuing opera-
tions. Headquarters stated that they would rely on Sylvia
Duran's statements and on the Consular files which the

Soviets gave the State Department. [geadquarters stressed

Tetamil-9 (Penetration agents in the Cuban Embassy) on jus
what Sylvia Duran and other officials said about Oswald's
visits and his dealings would be valuable and usable
corroborative evidence. (CIA cable from Headquarters to
Mexico City Sta£ion, December 21, 1963, DIR 90466, CIA
No. 549; Chronology of Anne Goodpasture, December 21, 1963,
Entry No. 268, CIA No. GSZ;K

Prior to three Warren Commission stafferézﬁessers.

Willins, Slawson and Colemani}visit to Mexico City in

Sylvia Duran Statements [~ A fa

. . . . ot
that exact, detailed information from Tetamil-7 and fDZ«

.
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Sylvia Duran Statements
Page 34.

April 1964 the Agency still felt that if an American con-
Fa
/
tacted Sylvia Duran % covert continuing ,operations
oo ) d
might be endangered Headquarters cabled, the %ex1co City

, PIr we f (- — o J'Lbf;ﬁfl;
Station that one of thubjects that the staffers

would discuss was whether they should talk to Sylvia Duran

in Mexico at the Consulate. (Cable Headquarters to Mexico

, City Station, April 8, 1964, DIR 13026, CIA No. 698)
Headquarters further cabled that the Warren Commission staf-
fers knew that the Central Intelligence Agency had tap
assets and that they might have guessed from the coverage
that they had photo points and a source in the Cuban Em-
bassylbut that they did not know the details on the Agency's
arrangemente with the Mexicans. Headquarters stressed

that the Chief of Station should lend them all the needed

assistance with the minimum possible disclosure of assets

J ﬂ A o “
d tech s. (Ibid.) — Re~’ 2~
e fechnidues. (IbIA.) = SO eotn fos IA -;—L\,./F //

At this point the House Select Committee on Assassi-
nations has determined that the Central Intelllgence Agency Jz/duwﬂ

thought their continuing electronic surveillance operation

/KL ‘7/
M amn,

extremely‘sensieive and important. The Warren Commission
would have needed to disclose sensitive information to
contradic£ Sylvia Duran's story. The Central Intelligence
Agency had input into what could go in the Warren Report.

See Chuck Berk Write-up.)

s
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