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Reference Havana le‘tter L‘Iarchjzl, 1955, which, among other things,
pointed out that Cuban Iaw Decree No. 2019 dated 1-2’7-55 authorized
gambling in clubs and cabarets which were certified as suitable for such
purposes by the Cuban Institute of Tourism. @(/w

On 4~28=55 CI HAV-ll advised that he had been informed that a
concession to bring slot mﬁch:.nes into Cuba and set them cP had been granted
by Minister of the Intericr, SANTIACS{REY, to MARTIIDAOK,, 0 o&~6T the owners
of the Tropicana nght ub in Havana. He said this informetion had been
given to him by GECR D ,EVINE, FBI No, 382915,pwho is most upget Jbecauge he

S

&k
_; «} claims the slot machl e concession had been pronn:sed to him. W)
G §§ ';: " Bource said that he had further been informed that QIL\I%ELL];M, 5
[

FBI No. 2198122, American floor man at the Tropicana gambling casino, had {
made a trip to Ias Vegas, Nevada, and had made the necessary arrangements
i‘or the shlpp:.ng of the slot machlnes to Cuba., @ . ’

On 4=29=55, Mr. EimuUN'D}({a HESTFR, confidant and confidential advisk

be furnished to the Bureau for. fo%rw rHing ‘utonggn_/ office
T N
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& MAY }( 1955
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H;an?ﬁ?W

“1ls, T, _L 7 @ ALL TNRGRMATION CONTATNEE
ey VERICARTG! ;\GAMBLING AGIIVITIES IN CUBA . HEREIN { S UNCLASSIFIED
] K ' GTIFTT gw“ v AN BXCEPT WHERE SHOWN
;gr;,&.m\rafl-« ot - OTHERWISE "
z7osm WL

s

f/

\ to .President FULGENCIO BATISTA of Cuba and a good contact of the Havana - RN
§\’ office, was in the office on another matter., He was questioned as to 5 TN L
N 8 whether the above mentioned Law Decree authorized the use of slot machinegpy= O
\\ in Ctba. Mr. CHESTER said that he, himself, had been interested in thg [} -~
matter and had mde inquiry and was told that the Law Decree apparent 5 g - TN
authorized all. types of gambling devices, including slot machines . Y
, Mr. CHESTER further advised that he had been informed that LOATE &
considerable pressure had been put on the Cuban Institute of Tourism to §gf = =
obtain the passage of the above law Decree, with the thought that Havana == . ’:
might be converted into another Iag Vegas.fHe said that a great deal of e h
this pressure was brought by MEYEL QJMKX, ¥BI Nos 791783, notorious S ;‘Ifi
American hoo%zm, some of whose ac actlntles were reporte% 1n reference £y
vHavana letter A ‘( B

Extra copies of this letter are attached for forwarding by the <

Bureau to the Miami'and Salt Iake City off:.ceso It will be appreciated if é

the latter office receives. any. 1nfomqt1‘6n through informants concerning =)

the shipment of slot machines' ‘YrFom 1as Vegas t:o Cuba, thap fhe information N
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