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P ‘The Secretary of State 11 = Mr. S, S. Mignosa
L, ‘Washington, D, €, 20520 - (Attn: R, T. Castonguay)
' ‘ - * 1 = Mr. J. G."Deegan:
Dear ’Mr;".-'JS“eémEtary-:: 1 = Mr. J. P, Grahamm 0DQgaE
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o In connection with the loss of :Cubana Airlines *W‘i ﬁ =g
Flight Number 455 on October 6, /1976, in the Caribbean Sea, I [} 1|13 3
- and with specific regard to, the fact ‘that the name of : ﬁ«? R &
‘Special Agent Joseph S. Leo of this Bureau, -our Legal o | ow
Attache (Legat) in ‘Caracas,. Venezuela, was, found in ‘the Eg HoH iﬁ
possession of one of the individuals suspected as. belng % wy 5@
1mplicated in’ that disaster,.the following recapitulatioen \,g £ o
- of 1nformat10n is set. forth for your assistance. “‘ﬁ = #’ﬁ
- —ﬁﬂéﬂ
piig

b
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o ,/yv On October 6, 197 ,' & Cuban operated. )C~8 Alrcraft
| ~L€ubana Airlines leghthﬁ mber 455, crashed into the §6a §otie :
“sixteen minute¥ after talkil g off” from Seawell A1rport Barbados,
‘en route to Kingston, Jamaiea, and thereafter %o Havana, Cuby.
The pflot of the aircraft was monitored as stating that an ig. .
explosion had occurred on board and he was. then attempting to

return’ to Barbados, . There were: no surV1voré of 'the crash,

rallowing that incident, ‘two Venezuelan: CltiZGﬂS, Jose
‘Vazquez Garcia and Freddy Lugo, were detained by Trinidad
-and Teobago authorities as suspects, in . ‘the possible . sabotage
of that aircraft. . In the possession of Freddy Luga was .an R
address: book which contained the following nbtation: = "Embassy ey
i American 2846111—12? FBI Joseph Leo, 331511 " u,\ : ' P
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A confldential gource gbroad. who has reported reliable
1nformat10n ip the past advised that rreddy Lugo is employed by
Luxs:Pnsada, the former head of the Venezuelan Counterintelligence

JSMD”91V1S'OD, Directorate for the Service of . Intelligence and
*gep ADE_ eventlon (DISIP) { Posada has been identified as a Cuban W
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exile who is known for his anti«Castro activities and who

has reportedly assisted one Orlando Bosch Avila., The latter
individual is a known terrorist who is the head of Coordinacion
de Organizaciones Revolucionarias Unidas (Coordingtion of
United Revolutionary Organizations) (CORU). The confidential
‘source referred to above has all but admitted that Posada

and Bosch engineeréd the bombing of the Cubana Aircraft,

The same source also reported he was almost certain that the
government of Venezuela was privy to the activities of those
individuals) &)

; CORU was formed in June, 1976, by five antis=Castro
terrorist groups at a meeting in Santo Domingo, Doninican
Republic. CORU ig headed by Bosch and one Frank Castro, who
has also been identified as an anti~Castro Cuban exile,

Since that time, CORU has publicly accepted responsibility
L for numerous acts of terrorism, including murders and bombings,

dcsociatlon of Legal, Cavacas, with Suspects i,

Our Legat in Caracas bécame acquainted with '
Luis Posada(when Pogrda was employed by DISIP., After resigning
from DISIP in 1973 [¢Posada continued his contacts with Legat,
Caracas, on few ocCasions, usually in connection with cbtaining
personal services involving visa requests. Posadpn referred his
relatives and associates to Legat, Caracas, for visa information,
On Seplember 30, 1976, and again on October 1, 1976, Hérnan Ricardo
Lozano, one of Posada's employees, attempted to obtain n visa® , -
through Legat so that he could travel to San Juan, Puerto Rico. £

On QOctober &, 1976, thé confidential source mentioned
above reported that Jose Vazquesz Garcim, one of the suspects
arrested by Trinidad and Tobago authorities, is actually identical

~with Hernan Ricardo Lozano and that both Ricardo and Lugo were
part of the support group in the sabotage operation directed
against Cubana Airlines Flight Number 435. JAccording to the same
source, the bomb aboard the aircraft wos supposed to6 explode
prio¥ to ite takeoff from Barbadoﬁ&é?){@k)

_ Legat, Caracas, advised that Ricardo Lozano became
known te him in June, 1974, when Ricardo sought visa assistance
[?@r a child of DISIP official, Legat was led to believe thé?(éa
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Ri'"rd@ wae an active member of DISIP, &ubaequently, ;@gat
ame aware that Rieardo wag an _suxiliary member of DISIP @nd
personal employ of Posiada f5Ricardo has also represented
ni self 48 & newspaper report@r an photographer affil&a%@d
rith the magazing “v1sian "(

. ‘ Riﬁardm contacted Legaﬁ approximately fous times
aftar the init vigit and on two cceasions furniahed Legat
ith information members of Cuban Embaﬁ&y which wae @bviously
obtained from DISIP fil&&(:ﬁ)

On September 30, 1976, Ricardo ap@éared.unannmuneed

»at the ﬁm&r;can Embasisy and raquasted'aﬁsi't”mce in obtaining a-
visa to ¥. 8. sincé he had ¢

} photogyaphic assignment for "anian"
Bogazine in Jamsica. He also plannéd a two=day stopoveir in

Puerto- Rico, Ricardo stated that he 1n“@nded to leave on

October 1, 1876, and since a travel apendy told him the visa

procﬂaﬁ wouid taka thiee daya, he r@quested Legat's &ﬁﬂiﬁtﬂnﬂ@e(\ aA

4 review of Ricarde's pamapart diaaloaed that he
trav&ied from Caracas to Popt=of«fpain, Ty d, oh
August 29, 1976, and veturned to Car 'éla Qh
jﬁap emhar 1 1976b Legat, @aracawo re k t
: Guyan@s@ Consulate in Port-of«Spain oc ad aﬁ
ytely 10:18 a.m., September 1, 1976, RY has
publicly claimed regponsibility for that bmmhinga Legat;
Caracas; informed the Chief, Nonimmigrant ma %ctien (NW&)‘,
American Embassy; that he w ﬁh@d @9 aﬁew ‘-‘w
e &@A\ rdo. and ayecific 1? Feque

- ©Onh Getobér 1; 1976, at the raquss% of Ricardo, Legat .
communicated with & Vice Consul who wi&"ed %0 knmw if L@gat
b@lievaé Rioarda wauld x"urn t@ V@ﬂemu

Jo in ther@ ilx'gally,
iqinfavmad the Vima &ensul h@ had o Yeason to belisve

5 o g
Ricarﬁm would not reéturn to Caracas. &.4M4

. ©On Qetober 1, 19?6 while conversing with an offacial
of DISIP, Legat, Caracas, mentlaned Ricardo and adviged it was
his suspicion that Ricardo might have béen involved in sonme
mann in the bombing of the Guyanese Consulate; Ebrtﬁcfvﬁpaiu, '
on September 1, 1976. The DISIP official xe&panﬂ@d that msxp@) J
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1

had no reéason to believe that Ricardo was the ealiber of
dindividual who would be utilized in such an operation and
Turther, that Ricardo was not known to have been invelved
in such sctivities despite his as&oc@a@inn-WithnﬁwsadacG?)

Trinidad and Tobage Police, who has known Legat, Caracas,
for several years, requested a ieeting with Legat in
Caracas for the purpose of disécussing this matter, At

that meeting, Legat, Caracas, recounted the details of his
casual acquaint ~with suspeet Hernan Ricardo Lozaho,

The Deputy Commiesioner then told Legat that suspect

Freddy Lugo had infoPmed Tvinidad and Tobago Police
Investigators that he, Lugo, had been told"by his bosa"
(Posada)' to contact Legat, Caracas, if he enceountered &

visa problém. As has been mentioned herein, suspect :
Ricardo actually coatdeted Legat, Caracas, on September 30
1976, and again on Qctober 1, 1976, for visa assistance. Qﬁyf’

 This matter is being followed most closely and
you will be kept completely informed of all pertinent

developments,

$ihcere1y_y0urﬁﬁ

Director

1 = The Attorney General

1 -~ The Deputy Attorney General
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By memorandum J. G._Deegan to Mr. R, Ja Gallagher
»10/12/76 details regarding the crash of Cubana airliner,
the arrest of two Venezuelan citizens by the Trinidad and Tobago
Policeé. and of the fact that name of Legat, Caracas, was found i
the pesses51on of one of the arrested susPects were furnished(\‘ a4)"”

On 10/11/76, an Amerlcan Embassy Georgetown (Guyana)
to Department of State (D@S) teletype reflected that the Guyanese
Prime Minister, after ret rnlng from Barbados, reported that Cuba
intended to "smear the U, S." with part of the blame for the crash,
The Prlme Minister said that. the Trinidad and Tobago Police were
suspicious of CIA involveément (initially believing Legat, Caracas, . . . .
to be with CIA) and involvement of the U, S, Ambassador w1th Eric
Sealy is a Barbadian suspected of being involved in the =
aircraft sabotage and is apparently a friend of a U, 8, Ambassador.
The Prlme Mlnlster stated that the Cubans had séen the address.
t Details not known regardi ealy s
1nv<)1vement w1th the U S. Ambassader or’ with this case& (7%

By teletype, 10/12/76 from Embassy Caracas to DOS and
Embassy Georgetown, it was suggested that the Prime Minister be
reminded by Embassy Georgetown that the Prime Minister knows Legat
-as do the Guyanese ‘Police since Legat has briefed the Prime Mlnlster
‘oh previous occasions, Algo it was p01nted cut that Legat has
no connection with €IA YY)

CIA has adv1sed that a search of their flles reflecty :

no information regarding suspects Ricardo and Lugo.

According

to CIA, however, Lyis Posada Carriles, forqff

" is known to them, YCIA desc¢ribed Posada as

contact was reeatabllshed in October, 1967

head of DISIP,

"formey Agent of the
CIA" who was amicably terminated in July, 1967, but with whom

Accordlng to CIA,

6)

.

after Posada lost his position with DISIP in 1974 due to a change

) in the Venezuelan Government 1e was contacted only occa31onally, ’
‘The last contact with him was in June, 1976, when\Posada §)
unsuccessaully sought assistance regarding a visa prcblemx );D
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