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TITLE ) CHARACTER OF CASE
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Py JOHN PITTMAN INTERNAL SECURITY = C
i
¥
[ | SYNoFsls OF FACTS: JOHN PITTMAN is presently employed by '
Py the DAILY WORKER at NYC as & writer and
ﬁ;?vé "he resides at 370 Manhattan Ave., NYC.
G PITTMAN hes written a, series of articles
J} on his 1546~47 European tour. These
A articles appeared in the DAILY WORKER and
~PEOPLES VOICE in the first part ‘of 1947,
™~ In April and May, 1547 PITTNAN meade a
| q')_i % , gl speaking tour of Indiana and Chicago on
. d % =(~=2_ behalf of the Educatlonal-()rganizational
€las
" ) Dept. of the CPUSA. |
Det pmcmsszmn BY ézb y< =)
- =« RUC = e
, _ \ON _ , &
/ REFERENCE: | Report of SA Cecil James Fleming, San Francisco, %
11/17/47
DETAILS:
In a report dated July 11, 1946XGonf1dential
Informant.““ND-lSS advised that JOHN PITTMAN wes going overseas shortly as
a correspondent for the DAILY WORKER, and on September 13, 1946 he advised
thet PITTMAN was going to travel to Africe via Moscow. 1In gfurther report
dated November 14, 1946, this informent advised thet PITTMAN was then in
~.| — Paris, France and had reques’ced money of the DAILY WORKER in order to go
F‘ 3 to Roumazna. to report on the elections in that country.
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disorimination against Jews and other minorities in those countries,  The
general tenor of his articles was to the effect that these
had been quite successful in eliminating that evil,
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In his,artioie in the PEOPLES VOICE of June 21, 1947 on Page 17,
PITTMAN relates his interview-withnggggg;wggé& a Roumsnian leader. Accord-
ing to LUCA, American military and press representatives in Roumania tried

Vg

said there was a tendency of nationalities to form alliances among them-

With his wife, the former pAUL FOX, and according to thig informant PITTMAN
was to replace ROBERT MINGR on a mid-west speaking tour and following this F
would return to the Pacific Coast, ‘ ’ ; : :

Confidential Informant Tl on November 10, 1947 supplied SA Everett
Kgnpqug“yjih:g signed copy of JoHN PITTMAN'S report to the Educational-
Organizational Department of the Communist Party ussia. regarding his speak-
ing tour in Indiena and Chicago made by him between April 27th ang May 7,
1947. He reported on hig attendance gt Communist meetings in Indianapolzs,

Evansville, Fort Wayne ~ South Bend, Gar and Chi i i
on ach meatiey. » 9 Vs 1cégo, glvjng 8 few detailg

' ;n & paragraph entitled "OVERALL OBSERVATIONS" he sgaiq that
his impression was that the Comradeg in Indiana are 8till hampered by

left sectarianism and that they lack bold a ' '
2 bproach to any. ersons but th -
working class ang failed to attempt to pPopularize the Cogﬁﬁnist Party °
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sense of things. PITTMAN's financial account, which was part of this
report, reflected that he spent a total of §$110 on the tour in addition
Yo the price of an airplane ticket to Indienapolis, ;

y

On July 18, 1947 Confidential Informent T~l furnished SA Herbert
P. Larson with a memorandum dated July 15, 1947 submitted by JOHN PITTMAN
and HONWARD BOLDT to the Editorial Board of the DAILY WORKER. This memo-
randum outlined their proposals to increase the circulation of the SUNDAY
WORKER. They suggested mass subscription drives in trade unions plus mass
organizations, and other groups, and a program in which Communist Party
leaders would implement this drive with the DAILY WORKER printing stories
of their efforts. There was also suggested a number of journalistic
improvements, such as an increase in features and humen interest stories
end improvement of the "Fun Page" of the SUNDAY WORKER.
On.July 18, 1947 T=l furnished SE J. O'Shaughnessy with e pey
envelopse ofﬁg@@p@;ﬂ_pﬁ‘"ﬁ;v@ﬁmss,wIN.C:Q..,,which publishes the DAILY WORKER.
This envelope was made out to PATTERSON, presumably the subject, indicating %
a woekly salary of $70 with a net payment to him of $59.10. From information :
previously furnished by this informant it may be assumed that this was the
weekly salary of JOHN PITTMAN, ' ‘
—
Confidentiel -Informant ND#183 on August 7, 1947 repor bed that

. JOHN PITTMAN was then working for thd DAILY-WORKER with _BOWARD >EQLDT .

On November 2, 1947 ND~183 advised that JOHN PITTMAN was residing
at 370 Manhattan Avenue, New York City, apartment 5G, telephone Monument 2~
8643, and that PAULA PITTMAN was residing at 66 West 69th Street, New York
City, telephone Trafalgar 7=1700, ' \

.i»Accox"ding to the Teiephone Directory Monument 2~8643 is listed
for $.0.ARUTHERFORD who, according to the elsction records, is more fully
identified as SEPTIMUSKUTHERFCRD. | ‘

_ SEPTIMUS RUTHERFORD was mentioned in copies of the PILOT dated
March 21, 1946 end December 3, 1946 which deseribed him as a candidate
for the general elections being held by the National Maritime Union in that
- year. According toGonfidential Informant ND=399 RUTHERFORD ran for Field
\J Patrolmen and was defeated. ND=399 has stated that RUTHERFORD was & member
of the Communist Party until about 1942, when he dropped out. -
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The DAILY WORKER of January 4, 1948, page 11, Sectionl, features T
a review of the Book "Russia's Europe" by HAL{TEHRMAN. This review, SRR
written by JOHN PITTMAN, denounces LEHRWAN's book as "more grist for the
warmongers' mill" and PITTMAN declares that LEHRMAN'S book is filled with
misstatements. PITTMAN ends his review with the statement of regret that

"a LEHRMAN rather than a HENRY WALLACE, is typical of what has come to be

known as an American Liberal", :

Confidential Informant ND-183 edvised that on Jemuary 26, 1948
JOHN PITTMAN dispatched a telegrem to CLAIRE@GRAHAM apartment 63, 244
Kearney Street, San Francisco, California, reading as follows:

"YOUR DECISION WISE. YOU WILL PULL THROUGH EVEN IF NEXT
SHORT PERIOD IS TOUGH. WRITING SPECIAL DELIVERY TONIGHT.

TAKE IT EASY TIL GET OKAY FROM ME. |
/8/" JOBN "

, Inasmuch as the nature and extent of JOHN PITTMAN's activities
in connection with the Communist Party heve been determined, and his
employment and residence address establlshed no further 1nvest1gat10n
is being conducted at this time.

- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE CFFICE OF ORIGIN =
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GONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS

Confldentlal Informant T-1 mentioned in the report of SA Joseph
V} Waters dated February 9, 1948 at New York, N.Y. is:

I=-1 ng;}idential Informant ND-42 (is being designated by
& temporary symbol to further protect his identity.
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TITLE ) = . CHARACTER OF CASE
SOHE PIZTHAY L A IOTRROAL BEOURIZY - €

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: . . o
~ JOHR PITTHAN is presontly employed by
She DAILY WORKER at HYQ as & writer and
he reaides at 370 Hanhetton Ave., BYC,
PITTMAE hes writton o series of artioles
on his 164€-47 Burcpoen Sour. These
artislos oppsared in the DAILY GONLER and
FEOPLES VOICE in the firet port of 1247.
- In Apgril end Moy, 1947 PITTIAY made a
- gpesking tour of Indlans and Ohicege om
. bahalf of ¢he Hducstionalefrgenisational
Pept. of the ¢PUBA., ,

= BUG -

HEFER2NCE . Beport of SA Cecil Jemes Meming, Sem Frencigoo,
11/17/47 o T

_ - » ~ In & ropert dated July 31, 1948 Confidontial
Informant 5D-168 adviedd that JOHN PIT?EAY woe going overssas shortly as
& ocorrespondent for the DAILY WURKER, and on Septenbar 33, 1966 he edvised
that PITTHAR was golng to travel to Africe via Hoseow., In efurthor ropord
dated Yovenber 14, 1848, this informant advisod thet PITTHAR wag then in
Paris, Froance and had roguésted momey of the DATLY WORERE in order to ge
%o Eoumsnis o repert om tho sleotions in thet couatry. |
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- FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
POSTPONEMENT INFORMATION SHEET (JFK MATERTALS)

1 Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file.
One or more of the following statements, where indicated,
explain this deletion (these deletions).

[] Deletions were made pursuant to the postponement
- rationale indicated below with no segregable material
available for disclosure. All references relate to

Section 6 of the "President John F. Kennedy Assassination
Records Collection Act of 1992."

[] Subsection 1A (intelligence agent's identity)
[{] Subsection 1B (intelligence source or method)
5] Subsection 1C (other matter relating to military

defense, intelligence operations or
the conduct of foreign relations)

[] Subsection 2 (living person who provided '
confidential information) S

[] Subsection 3 (unwarrahted invasion of privacy)

D‘ Subsection 4 (cooperating individual or foreign
government, currently requiring
protection)

[] Subsection 5 (security or protective procedure,

currently or expected to be utilized)

[] Information pertained to a matter unrelated to the JFK
Assassination investigation. '

[l For your information:

5{~,The following number is to be used for reference
regarding this page (these pages) :

100 - 300k7- 4/ e7

D:9.9.9.9.0.0.0.0.0 4 D 9.0.9:9.0.0.0.9:0.
XXXXXXXXXX XXX
XXXXXKXX XX - X000
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i?f Horldn,. gav' & report at a special {-smunist it arty m@eting; 13'1 an Francisco
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2 din . ‘ . {
,M%"g’,. : thn *‘Lﬁfiﬂaﬂa a %@-@, mas bmm at Atlanta, ,eeergias on wemem%er j
¢ 1'7, 19?;35@ © ¥rior to going to. Rurope, John Fittman sexved as Execubive ?di‘%or - 1
{é; af the “Pmple's Horidt, West Wmt Gommunist deminated re@sgaper. o K f
Edae > John Pitbman t0ld the Commnist Party functlonaries in San Prancisco \i; Skt
%hat hs hed visited in Bhgland, France, Pelancl, Runania, bu}.gfzrm, Crechos

.ﬁlﬁ?m}ﬁ& and Hungery on hia mam wip %m Turopes . S
Pittman indicated thab he was @a%n@; to write a book am?, rogardless V\} ,'

..-w

- of whethier or not the Look brings & profilt from the sale, it would be worth
putting out. He stuted that the gma‘b interast of pmgmssive Americans in
the goming morths would tend more and more te create a merket for this book
and the receipts Trom same may be sufflclent to cancel tho debis hraaght about (%;3
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s ;wmle in Eng;laa& he was ‘sble to-talk to | im
Wikatin of the H.Pe Pitman stated that M

Eﬁ 1<} E’itmmx was sble te zes Jacgu e("l
E g gf the -editors o L’ﬁmmtgimﬂ and other i*ar%.y membem emgaged in mﬁ:har aemvitiea. (;
B fag b " ETE—— 2
8 §§ _ \ £ ;In szhosl%aﬁa Pitlman said 11@ saw the head of the Party memg :
8 =& ® L ﬁlﬁmky {ph). He eaid thet he would have seen W@ﬁ% w%wald g 5
£ 22 UR8 was 411 ab the time and had gone away £ g@“ﬁ%’ﬁ“ﬁ%}?‘aﬁ“ 5
 52¥ vacation, Pituman eald that he talked to the people of}To Duni Fravigh (ph) -
| é ;_";ﬁ and oﬁzer comrades in the Imermmian Hinlstry and other pj.mas, e el
&)
Sfé‘% :tn .‘r?ohmi mttman atated that h@ was able to telk to J@}w’bf"ff@gmn -
SEE ond otheor trade union leaders who were in the Party, %@Mm TN D ors, e
to the sresident of ‘the Ropublic who is & “nnn—%*ar%?” @fﬁci&m%“ g ;} //
and 4o many comrades in the varlous aspeets of the rolisk fi,gi%f} ) P M
Mr. Toison /, .
i Glar 1In Rumarda Pittman stated he saw vasils?fzmg ;E \ z
w0 —nype Socretaries of the Party. He alse mme&'”&%ﬁha B et K
e f}ggﬁ;—«a—”ﬂx’mﬁvm&% the whole Executive committeo, the presg prople thore
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