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5/12/67
AIRTEL REGISTERED MAIL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
FROM: SAC, PHILADELPHIA (137-4887) (P)

SUBJECT: | _ |aka

(007 PHILADELPRIA)

Since 4/20/67, SA WAYNE keg-
Barre RA has been contacting' it?ﬁ 872-PC),
subject of Philadelphia TFile ~G 887,
born 7/30/18, FBI No. 2-200-710, resides
at 309 Wyoming Avenue, West Pittston, Pa. who is
married and has a family. resides with his family in the
same home as his parents at instant address, ie is the son

of STEVEN JOSEPH LA TORRE, Philadelphia File 92-1717,

Bureau File 92-8595, and has always resided with his
parents.,

PH 872-PC is an admitted !:nhlnr and has hitn
arrested in the past for his gambling activities, In 195%
he was convicted for passing counterfeit money and was

sent to the Federal Penitentiary at Lewisburg, Pa,, for
@ period of four years. Subject was involved in the counter-
feit charge with CHARLES JOSEPH PARISI, Philadelphia File
92-1909, who is alleged to be an LCN member.
4 - Bureau (RM)

3.+ 137 c?

- 92-6054% (LCW)

3 < Philadelphia —

2 - 137-4887 Tr oo £ ¢f —
wns}u}w”-m” : ~ NOT RECORDED
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PH 137-4887

_PH 872-PC has completed three years of enlicgn
and served time in the U, S. Navy during World War II.

. STEVEN JOSEPH LA TORRE, born 3/11/86, Montedoro,
Sicily, immigrated to the United States in 1903, and has
always resided in the Pittston, Pa., area. -

After arriving in the United States, LA TORRE
sent money to SANTC VOLPE, SR., (Deceased) Philadelphia
File 92-752, Bureau File 32-8318, to pay for VOLPE's
passage to the United States. VOLPE came to the United
States and became the leader of the Mafia in the Pittston,
Pl. e m‘t

LA TORRE, who has admitted membership in the
Mafia to PH 872-PC, was a close associate of VOLPE in a ;
coal contracting business for several years, LA TORRE was
also a business associate of CHARLES C. BUFALINO (Deceased),
Philadelphia File 92-1590, Bureau File 92-8630, who alseo
held a leadership role in the Organization, Both YOLPE and
BUFALINO were friends of LA TORRE in Montedoro, Siecily.

It is to be noted that CHARLES C. BUFALINO is the
uncle of RUSSELL A. BUFALINO, Philadelphia File 924},
Bureau File 82-2839, who attended the meeting of hoodlums
at Apalachin, N, Y., in November, 1957, and is the current
leader of the LCN in the upstate Pennsylvania area.

LA TORRE was an influential f%gura in the
Organization from the time he came to Pittston, Pa.,, and up to
approximately 1945, Sometime around 1945 i1l feeling developed
between LA TORRE and the Organization, and as a result he
was looked upon with disfavor and not recognized by the
leaders, including deceased JOHN SCIANDRA, father of ANGELO
SCIANDRA, who also attended the Apalachin meeting.

PH 872-PC has stated it is amazing that his father
was never killed by the Organization, but feels he has
been allowed to live because he has always been respected
and feared,

PH 872-PC has advised that in addition to admitting
membership in the Mafia, his father, STEVEN JOSEPH LA TORRE,

- -
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hﬂn_ennﬁiﬁud ia hﬁn and 1dantif£od other tﬂnhcru of thu

rganization. LA TORRE has also related to PH 872-PC

.;H“uﬁtiwitit# of the Organization, which has included

n ion aanusvnia; the Owgnniaatian's iavolfun-ut
~in past murders.

PH 872-PC nlain: he is thn fnvurit. son of STBVEH

- JOSEPH LA TORRE, He has stated that his father has

~ enlightened him on the Organization!s membership and

activities for his own personal protection, Pﬂ 872-PC

has to date denied LCN membership; however, the eentaating

~ Agent' is not completely convineced that PH 872-PC is a
non-menber, _

PH 872~PC has stated that his father has never
refused to answer questions concerning the Organization,
and he, PH 872-PC, is willing to present him with any - - _;
question that he cannot answer, ' - 1

isliag.

~ The first few contacts with PH 872-PC were related
to information he furnished in connection with a matter
entitled, "SAMUEL RUGGERE, ETAL; TFIS," Philadelphia File
15-16878, Bureau File 15-57882, in which Philadelphia is
the office of origin. PH 872-PC furnished peliable and .
valuable informat in this matter, and was rtapoatihlc 1
:ar ggs recovery of stolen property valued at lg,wouinattly o
u4 000, - o

B
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On 5/8-%157, PH 872-PC identified 38 individuals
as members of the Organization or the Mafia. He has stated
these identities are based upon information he has received
from his father.

It is to be notnd that 30 of these 1adividnalt have }
been previously identified as LCN members, PH 872-PC has i w{
also identified JOSEPH LUCO PAGANO and PASQUALE PAGANO : '
as members of the Organization., It is to be noted that both
of these individuals are subjcet; of LCN Index C¢rds of
the New York Office,

. - Based upon the information set forth above S i -
the Pailadeipnia Office Melicmt it B e Ly :
position to positively identify LCN members. It is realized
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