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tiz; Enclosed for the Bureau are twelve copies of a
~ letterhead memorandum including information received con-
cerning the activities of the SNFE during the past three
e months, as well as information furnished to the Bureauf.by

5 . MI- 5 and the Bahamas Spe01a1 Branch )

\& On 9/10/68, Mr. STEVE CZUKAS, U. S. Customs, Miami,
ﬂ%‘” Florida, advised that Customs has been conducting a contlnu-‘
ing 1nvest1gat1on of the SNFE and its military leader, ARMAND
FLEITES. Mr. CZUKAS said that he had furnished information
concerning the presence in the Bahamas of SNFE members to the
U. S. Coast Guard, Miami, Florida, in order that it could be
transmitted to the appropriate authorities in the Bahamas, ,
As a result, the Bahamas Police authorities were able to ar-
rest the five individuals mentioned in referenced Bureau
airtel. Mr. CZUKAS said that he believes that with the sur-
render of the four SNFE members to Bahamas authorities re-
cently, ARMANDO FLEITES is now left with only one or two men :
to assist him. Mr, CZUKAS said that the indication is that =3
FLEITES ‘'is in very poor physical condition. He based this K
on an interview which he had with a member of the SNFE, who.
said that FLEITES is existing on morphine, is not rat1ona1 poe
his boat has broken down, and he will have difficulty in »
maintaining himself much longer. Mr. CZUKAS said that FLEITE§ ™S ¥ 4R .
is located on Leak Key, off of Andros Island, and is known to
have fired on a helicopter of the Bahamian Government which f{ : %_
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The confidential sources abroad, mentioned
in the letterhead memorandum, are MI-5 and the Bahamas

Special Branch. %)

Miami will maintain contact with U. S.
Customs and U. S. Coast Guard, as well as appropriate
informants concerning the activities of the SNFE both
here and in the Bahamas.

( A separate LHM containing background infor-
mationfof individuals mentioned by MI-5|is in preparation
for dissemination@ Ml-ﬂg/) )
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The confidential sources abroad, mentioned
in the letterhead memorandum, are MI-5 and the Bahamas

Special Branch. %)

Miami will maintain contact with U. S.
Customs and U. S. Coast Guard, as well as appropriate S
informants concerning the activ1tles of the SNFE both e
here and in the Bahamas. ET

( A separate LHM containing background infor-
mgtioni?f individuals mentioned by MI-S5S{is in preparation L
for dissemination@ Ml-ﬂgﬁ ) S
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~R@:,,SECOND'NATIONAm‘FRONT OF ESCAMBRAY';

. On June 29 1968 MM- T-5, a Cuban exile who is
aequalnted with the lead@rs of the SNFE, advised that
" "~ ARMANDO FLEITES was reportedly at a base outside of the
< 7 United States in possessnon of a twenty=four foot boat and
; pr@parlng for an attack on .Cuba, ‘ o PR
On July 18, 1968 MM T—S advnsed that ANDRES
NAZARIO and DIEGO MEDINA were discussing a ‘plan on the part_ ; N
of the SNFE to picket the office of the British Comnsul C oS
- in Miami on the following day to protest the jailing of N ' )
five men, m@mbers of the SNFEy in Nass&u. ‘ ‘

~

_ " On July 22, 1968 MM T—l advnsed that DIEGO
MEDINA of the SNFE had stated on a previous day that the
five members of the SNFE, who had been captured in the o
Bahama Islands, were them still im jail having been fined - .
$400. MEDINA said that the SNFE still needed to raise . '
$180 more before they would be able t@ ebtmin the release
@f th@lw men. R - -

P

y )
LN S

: MM T-1 also reported that the offices of the A
o SNFE had been moved from 109 Southwest 12th Avenue, Miami,
Ce .to a, new locatlon at 836 Southwest 1st Street, Mlam1.

MMl T-1 also advised that in addition to the T S
group of five men who had been arrested in the Bahamas, T . '
other members of the SNFE reportedly in the Bahamas in- . e

“clude REINALDOXRODRIGUEZ, FRANCISCORMARTINEZ, and JESUS = -

B PINEDA , T THEMBER - SYSTECT ARGANIZATION
MEHE&;W‘;—SU%‘S‘GC‘“ C"@G‘AN’ZAT‘OM : BA’HA"’"A‘ ;BQLAMQ@

RANAMA LSLANDS On July 27, 1968, MM T-3 advjsed Chitfon tha

date he had been in contact withf 280 '13: ember of o :
) an anti=CASTR ) \group known as~thé Q@Cf@t AntlmCommunlst ﬁfL,q,

o Army. TORNES|®aid that he had just given SI00 T HIE™ . ;ﬂ»;wmmwﬂ

- ‘”f@@ﬁization s funds to ARMANDO FLEITES, which FLEITES wgg,((f‘flﬁ‘
to use to complete the payment of the flne and ob@g;n/the’, . i
'release of the five SNFE men b@nng held in the BahamagAﬁni“

: On‘August,S, 1968, MM T_1 adVIS@d thatxthe SNFE

|
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had been plannlng to stag@ a d@M©n§tratlon in the area of
the Republican Convention b@lng held on- Miami Beach, and
f ' had prepared- thirty placards protesting United States
\ ( policy toward Cuban exiles, which were to be used in the.
demonstration. -  As a. r@gult of only six members turn1ng A A
Suap to d@monstrat@ no d@m@nstratlon was held. ”
- “ﬁg @~ U £CT @ﬁ&ﬁwéﬁﬁffjﬂﬂ
a . On August @@8 Lm@ﬁféﬁﬁﬁ%“ﬁoﬁﬁ“wﬂm VINSTOW ===
U. S. Coast Guard, Miami, Fl@rid@ advised that he had
s received 1nf@rm&t10n that four m@mb@rg of the SNFE - ALPHA.
66, which were in a group of seven located on a key off
Androg Island, had escaped to .Mangrove Key following -an-
- argument with ARMANDO FLEITES.. It was reported that the
four men said that FLEITES had ordered them to shoot at o
American or Engligh planes, and’ that they had refused to N v
do so. As a result of this refusal, FLEITES, JESUS PINEDA,. :
, _’&ﬁfﬁ mnd HERPIVE ABELO, took guns away from the four men and R
Wl Thoe threatensd ¢O KTIT  them. - The four men then fled the . - -
island in a small boat arriving at Mangrove Key where they
- were takem into custody by government authorities. The
four were identified  as CONRADO RODRIGUEZ, 'RAUL MARTINEZ,
DELMIS ECHEVARRIA, and ORESTES PEREZ. Th@ three remainlng S
members of the SNFE were reportedly in posséession of a ) ¢
. thirty-foot cabin cruiser, twenty-millimeter cannon, two
N . . hundred p@undg of C—4 @XPIOSIV@SQ in addltlon to small o
- arms, e - o2
: On August 7 1968, a C@nfid@ntial source abroad
m@de .available 1nform&t10n furnished by a second confldentlal‘ o
source aerad as follows : \ - ~

In the latt@r part of Jun@ﬂ 1968 &uthorltles in
the ‘Bahama Islands conducted a search of - Willlams Island,
which is-located off the. northwest coast ,of Andros Island e
in the Bahamag,. Various supplies were found located at . ,
0 Supply dumps on the 1sland In @ddltlon, five Cubans. w1th'ﬂ

t
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W@apons ‘were. appreh@nd@d on Wﬂhamg Isla\.nd ‘as well as S
. on thi’tl@ Wl]lliams Island. These Cubans were 1dent1fied
o as ;s - : :
e S .CALMT&X@&RﬁFﬁA :
o CALIXTOR”ERRA - . _¢g£2zi | L - ‘
~1as Villas, C ﬁ%l%AMA KﬁuAMDS
| o ; 18 address as e , SRR N RS
T L - _1@9 Southwest 12th Avenue S . AR I A
] ST Mlami ﬁloridao‘ - ' : ' : ;
= 1045, £ L cuea ' |
I N ¢ = .1. E 7- g RS B nut:wiﬁ“ .
avanag‘ Cuba, =~ T BAY A Ay a3 LAMDS
He Turnlgh@d his home address as F’L/'\’ - .
Burniqueb, QEOW@;;’@MAIQ@.MM@@&S,, R

g v 1015 Sap Jusn, Puerto Rice. . - ) | o

| SR ancEDDIAZ - . - - T ey
LR Bo foner 2, 1930 <cuga o+ BT

e@ag;wmw@%% NS

- - Mlami Flrnda -, ' e | I S
. i : - “ - ) ) ‘ - . ) . ;
VA FELIX OSVALDO IR - * : R R 4
FEL”%!'“P‘ BoT_AUGTST 2988 CuBA_ e
Holquin rient@g Cuba, R
. B - He furnished S HddTess as GA ﬁ/;;MA ,ﬁ:‘%“’ﬁ\”ﬁ&
b . 526 Southwest 2nd Str@g,ﬁ: _ AN ‘ : ~
’ M;amm,g ﬁoriﬁao - , o R
o ] ) - ‘J'» .‘;/
\ CURA .
o e , . . BAHAMA a:vuambf B
' CEU S address as - ’ S
109 Southwestmggtm Avenu g S N '
‘ Mi&mng % LO ida. . ' N . J
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’ Th@ list of armaments and suppll@g recovered . .
from the group included & Springfield automatic rifle, R
two light machine guns, two M-l carbines, together with. : St
a variety of- smmunition, & radio’ recelver, binoculars, ' = ay
lantern, & bag containing two live hand grenades and e

. eight dummy grenades, & flare pistol, and miSC@llanenus
-@th@r food @nd guppli@g,csj " ‘ : o o

' Et was reported that the arrested Cub&ns said = Cofs s
ﬁh@t th@y were . members of the SNFE, and had beem brought ) :

’ to Williams Island by boat by thbir leader, Major ARMANDO
- FLEITES DIAZ, and snother unidentified Cubsn. They said - & .

. that they h@d landed on the island om June- 1, 1968, along . P,
with supplies, and were instructed. to await th@ r@turn of. ’ ' '
the boat, after which the island would be used as & base -

. to mount ‘military raids om Cub®, They refused to disclose
on what date or from whieh p@wt they had sailed from ' - |
Florida, nor would they name the vessel that brought them .« . = |
to Fl@rid@° They claimed that their organization was pre~ - '

-~ pared to continue harassimg the regime im Cuba with the ' L
‘ hope that over a period of years they would builld up a !
f@r@@ im @mb@ p©W@rfu1 enough. to overthrow the regime. (5}

\ On July 2 1968, the five Cubfins appeared be- B
fore the Magistrate's. C@urt in Nassau on @h@rges of lllegal
entry, @md pl@@d@d guilty, @y -

- . Om July 9, 1968, they were tri@d found gullty
of 1llegal entry and ill@g@l introduction @f arms and -

- ammunition into the colony, and were each fimed $50 and
sentenced to. three months meri@QnM@nt p@ndlng earlier ~
dbp@ft@@i@@o Qé/ : ' ' s

- . - Om S@pt@mb@r 3, 1968, additional inf@rm&tion was ;
received from the pr@v1@ugly=M@mtion@d confidential -source o /J
abroad. r@l@timg that four. M@mb@rs of -the: SNFE = ALPHA 66. @w - '

L | i e 7 - ". . . -¥~' . W

;SE@RET';-‘ o ) R
N o | | s et F-pPE
k, . - | | S . ‘ _ ’ o
l N
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‘had gurr@md@r@d to g@v@rnmumt @mth@WLti@s at M&ngrove Key
on August 10, 1968. They. were members of & unit of the
ALPHA 66 whi@h had been established on Leaf Key during -
July, 1968. " The other members of that group were reported
to be ARMANDO FLEITES, JESUS PINEDA, and HERPIVEO RABELO.
The four men claimed. thmﬁ ‘they had l@ft Florida for Wil- -
liams Island about the beginning of. July, 1968, to join-
tive members. of the group who were already th@r@. It ~ : S
. appeared that following their arrival at Williams Isl&nd ' RGP
FLEITES led the group to Leaf Key, arriving there on . o -
about July 10, 1968. One of thée. group, DELMIS ECHEVARRIA,
- then W@nt b@@k to, Florida in one of the two motor vessels -
“in order to pick up two more mem, CONRADO RODRIGUEZ and: . R
RAUL MARTINEZ, along with some @dditi@n@l supplies. This ‘
',gr©up again l@ft Fl@rid& f@r the B@ham&s on July 20, 1968, (Q/

. : Om Augu@t 2 1968, an @mphibi@n air@r&ft with : i |
‘police authorities &b@@rd fl@w over Leaf. Key with the in« s :
. tention of landing to investigate the reported presence of B
Cubans, This pl@n@ was fired upom, and, according to
CONRADO RODRIGUEZ, this-action was. u@k@n on orders of
ARMANDO. FLEITES, wh© threatened to shoot any m@mber of his
\group rcf@sing t@ @b@y his - @rd@rg. (6) , ‘

v . o The @@b@ng had trouble with @ngin@@ on both of
- their boats, and were umnable to depart Leaf Key. Subse- DR
- quently, R@DRE@UEZ, MARTINEZ .ECHEVARRIA, and ORESTES LT
- PEREZ, escaped by means of a Sailimg V@®5@1 and arrived N
at M@mgr@V@ K@y where th@y 5mrr@mdur@d to th@ &uthoriti@s (5/

) These f@ur were described as fOll@WSo T ‘\; , .7
CﬁNQAbO 'OR\GUEZ . (/
Re &MMLAM@@M@@%MERMﬂEA= CSHAA @AHAHﬂ £5LANEY

' y A8 OEE Sk, N\ U4y SouTANEST JTHAVE, AL LR

3
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Born January 6, 1933 @t
La Vizera, @m)m@m@mb&.
Wite <

Address - QZS’SOMthW@%t 8th, Avenue

Mi@mg%WEJQmm@& : N
) ~ T Q&GAgAgﬁxm@bm Sy
' DELMIS @@HEM@MA —'ﬂﬁ%ﬁ—‘"’*‘?’i"‘“ A (

- . i
: rn April 6, (?), at 319 NORTHWEST ;gTH,AVE ?MAFH #LA
- Goan: trerto Fadre miﬂﬁ@@&@;&&@@m»m@@b@u -

N
1 .

Wite = CHEVARRTA,
Addr@gs - %MMMtMMAM@n@@M
Miami, Florida.
oRESTENREREZ. - oRESTESXPEREZ s
Forn July 19, 1916, at T EA, CUBA @“w«f’xﬁ”* % .
. Santi.Espirit @Sglguw%a Clara, Cuba, :
Wife - AURORAYPEREZ. - 1 S e
Addr@gg ﬁ‘®1A4G® H@@dqu@rt@ms.

L . . L . Y

N e,

On September 17, 1968 MM T=3 advised that he ' -
had heard that JESHQ‘FENE@Ai M@mb@r of the SNFE who had been ‘
with ARMANDO FLEITES. in the- Bahamas at the base of the SNFE,
had returned to Miami, MM T3 learned that FLEITES is be-
lieved by SNFE members to have become mentally unbalanced,
and @@Mpl@t@ly irresponsible., He is running out of supplies,
and his boat is mnot im operating comdition. His only companion -
now is (First Name Unknown) RABELO, and it is doubtful that

- they will be able to subsist much l@ng@r under their present
conditions. PINEDA apparently was rescued by a fishing boat
sent by the SNFE.to r@scm@,thg three men., FLEITES and. RABELO\‘

apparently refused to leave. 45#18&”@ M)u‘)’ﬁﬁ % <$~:rmw-‘,uc33€w Of?GANi'ZAT\OM ~
‘ - "j= rLA, AHAM‘Ar = SLANDS
- : e |
SECRET - c:...z f’% ‘ .~f L
im.:(— -. . . . i ’// L E
o e N
) l
: o o ' o e o o .riﬂzﬁ;y—%z?J '  *

rd

(
!
i
;nucIa 32327745 Page 10



