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Reference Havana letter 12-8~55 captioned AMERICAN GAMBLING

_ ACTIVITIES IN CUBA, GIIF, and Bureau letter dated 12-20-55. (&) 4/

' OTHER 4

o PCI | ladvised on Jamary 9, 1956, that he had .
received reliable information that the Oriental Park Race Track in Havana

was going broke under the management of Director JOSEPH G. LEASE and that '\J\
there is a- good possibility that the Track will close in the near future.
Source stated that the first three weeks of racing have resulted in large
losses to the Track and that the bills in connection with operation of the ~
Track are mounting to astronomical figures. Source stated that he also '
received reliable information that Track officials are talking about

S -
S

expediting the issuance and sale of Interational Cuban Hospital Sweepstakes\d
tickets to get additional revenue to support the Tracke. Source advised ~
that the individual at the Track who is in charge of having the Sweepstakes \| &
tickets printed is @ friend of his and that he will follow this matter Vi
0s 03 :
closely. w . | | N
No indication has been received by the Havana Office of possible
: or anticipated trensportation of Cuban Sweepstakes tickets to the United R
o . States. On Januery 9, 1956, however, Lt. HERIBERTO HERNANDEZ, head of the ™ =i
) Alien Control Section, Cuban National Police, confidentially advised that < L
5 he had received a communication from Miami Beach Chief of Police ROMEO . % 2 o
Ny L SHEPIERD asking information concerning possible. charges against GEORGE - K ?;,*'a‘
N IEVINE and SALVATORE GRANELLO by the Cuban National Police. Lte HERNANDEZ © &4 |
: " described this request as a “feeler" inasmuch as he had received other S
< i information from Florida ind ing that both LEVINE and GRANELLO are very .
;\.\ anxious to return to Cuba, @U 4’?@
~ A11 slgnl_flcant developments with reference to the above will o
_ ' be immediately reported by the Havana Office. The Bureau is respectfully
i“\} : requested to furnish from its files any derogatory information with reference
' to LEASE or information connecting him with underworld elements. Extra
copies of this letter are attached for forwarding to the Miami and New ®RIRE -
. York Offices for informati ont. (¥ 4/ . R PIPRR
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