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STUART SﬁTﬂ@ BT AL,
THEFT OF G@VE&NMENT PROPERTY ;
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF
STOLEN PROPERTY; FEDERAL '
FIREARMS ACT, NEETEALITY MATTERS ;
ﬂﬂNSPIE&CY

: ~ Information has been reccived by our Miami Office-
from an informant who has reguested that his identity not be
reveéaled, that Joseph Mercla, one of those convicted in
=capticned matter, hag been making statements that he would
not have to serve any of the sentence imposed upon him, .

lerola was one of six subjects convicted in
United States District Court, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, in
Januvary, 19260, for his participation in the case involving
the Getober, 1958 burglary of a National Guard Armory in
Canton, Chio, in which rifles, carbines, and submachine guns
valued at over $25,000 were stolen. Ierola was sentenced on
February 4, 1960, %o a term of five years imprisonpent and
was fined $10, 000 He has remained free on appeal bond since
Yebruary 5§, 1960. - This conviction has been upheld by the
Third Ciruuxt Court of Appeals and the United States Supreme
Court on June 19, 1961, denied his petition for a writ of -
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cartierarigv Merola and other defendants are to report to
the United States Marshal in Pittsburgh by noon. on August 25,
1961, to commehce service of their sentences,
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that this matter has been taken care of in Philadelphiz and
it has cost him a "tremendous bundlie"” to have his pending five- |
year sentence suspended and be placed on probation, MNerola

Mercla is reported by thefinformant to have stated (§?
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further indicated that he was to appear before a Federal judge
in Pittsburgh on the 24th or 25th of August when he was supposed
to start serving his senten@é and will be placed on probation

P
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Note: /| This info received freu MM 722=C, clos associate of Merola.
Qﬁﬁﬂ ‘also c%fﬁidered a top jewel thief by the Miami Office
bd¥TereTYPE UNT L _land has admitted to Agents. that he was
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Merola has been in contact with Dep&rtmental Attorney-William-8z"
e, RB 138/?%10)‘%*”4 ' ﬁgﬁggﬁﬁggge %isrﬂﬁéor theft " last winter in
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