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;‘* ‘SUBJECT: JOHN HOWAF IAWSON

R :"'memranm sumnarizing the pertinent information contained in the
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Pursuant to your request, there is attadied hereto a

el Bureau's files relative to the subject, a leading playwright in-

R . “Hollywood, California, and for the paa‘b several years the leader _
~of.all acbivities of the Counmnists in the 1nte]lectua} and cultural fields
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EVIDENCE OF JAWSON'S COMMUNIST PARTY VENBERSHIP E;EZ(:E)EZ?”

A Direct | v1dence of 1 embershlp

Testify ing-before the Joint Fact-Finding ;omultbee, California

. Legislature, in the fall of 1944, Lawson, under oath, denied that he was

a member of the Communist Party. However,.a highly rellablé and delicate

. confidential source, whose reliability has been well established, but

a

{Hw 45838

whose-admissibility in Court may be somewhat doubtful, has deflnltely
identified Lawson as a member of the Communist Party for the last twelve

.years. According:to this source, Lawson was first a member of Branch ¥
of the North West Section of the Los &ngeles County Communist Party until

that branch was reorganized in June, 1943, at which time he was transferred .
to Branch 4-3 (writers' branch) of the North West Sectlon and held 1943

-Communist Party Book #30198. - : : -

, This very rellable source also stated that Lawson enrolled in
the Communist Political Association and was assigned 1944 CPA- Card 41850,
and on’ December 10, 1944, according to the source, was again registered
for the CPA and was issued 1945 CPA Card 47275. In the Communist Political
Association, Lawson reportedly was assigned to the special group which

»was also known as Group #9 and was a member of the commission which was

the governing body of the Communist movement in the motion picture industry-
which replaced the North West Section's Executive Committee. ILawson,
according to the source, served on the commission for three years.

It was further stated by this source that when the Communist '
Party, USA, was reorganized to replace the Communist. Political Association,,
Lawscn was assigned to the Davis Club and was issued 1946 Communist Party
Book #35392.  This source made available lLawson's 1946 registration card
which reflects that he was 50 years of age, a writer in the motion ricture

_industry, of American-Jewish descent, and that he had been in the Communist

Party for twelve years. This source has also identified Tawson's wife,
Sue Lawson, as a member of the -Communist Party and is in a position to
document .the branches to which she has belonged. ' '

?1lllam Hynes (EA-B), a d1$cont1hued paid confidential informant
of the Los Angeles Office, has identified Lawson as a member of the Communist~

Party in 1941 and has stated that Lawson is-a "CP member, a playwright, and
“the leader of the CP fraction among the artists of 21l varieties in Holly-
wood", o ' : -

. In a sworn statement which Rena Vale gave to the Joint Fact- :
Finding Committee, California Legislature, more commonly known as the. Tenney

SE @W
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_'whlch Lavson belonged.

' “Party, at the Helody Lane Restaurant, Wilshire Boulevard and Detroit Avenue,

L WW 45838

- - . . ' .
. . . , .
A S B T d . . ' : g
. - . . : i '
b . : .
f

=Conm1ttee, she identified John Howard Lawson as’ a member of the vonmunlst
Party. She stated that he was active in Communist circles in Hollywood .
when she was in the Communist Party and that in Communist meetings, Lawson

had sta+ed that Communist propaganda must be 1ntegrated into. all screen,
plays. - ' -

On August 8, 1944, JaTter Wanger, a Mov1e Producer, stated that
he definitely knew thgt John Howard Lawson was a Communist. - This .source
stated that a. few days before he had contacted Lawson to see if he was
available to write a screen play to which Lawson r eplied he was hesitant °
to work for Wanger for fear it mlght cast some reflection ‘on’ hln. Thi's
source quoted Law on as stating “I am a Communlst"

l | Confidential Informant of -the Los Angeles

) ﬂfflce advised that he talked to John Howard Lawsen on July 25, 1945, -at

which tﬂme Lawson stated that if he were called as a witness before the -
State Un-hmerican Activities Committee, he believed he would adn?idto them

that he wag. a member of thé Communist Political A55001at10n.

On March 1, ]947 Ben Kadlsh a oonfldentlal source of thé Los

.Angeles Office, and a former member of the Communist’ Party,-advised that

he recalled John Howard Lawson's attending Communist meetings. ‘This
source was in the Communist Party from September, 1943, through-December,
1945, and for a timeé was in Branch A-3, which was the -same branch to -

'

5\

B. Attendance at Pommunlst Party Meetlngs

OTHER 4

During the tlme that Lawson has been in Ios Angelps, he has been .

Wdentl*led as hav1ng attended numerous meetings at which all of those
jdentified as being present were known Communists, according to a highly

‘reliable and:delicate confidential source. In those cases where the highly

reliable and delicate confldential sovurce was not,in a position ‘to iden-

tify the particular person as a Communist, the source that can so identify,

the perscn is mentioned. There are set foruh hereinafter several examples .

‘of this charaoter of meetings which Lawson attended.

i , S . - ' . ' - '
On February 7, 1943, Agents of the Bureau observec Alexander

kTraﬂhtenberg, head of International Publishers and a member of the Natlonél

Conmlttee, Communist Party, USA, met with John Howard Lawson, Albert Maltz |
and*Jane ¥iallace, Pdueatlonal DlrquOF of the Los Angeles County Communist

at 12:45 p.m. Trachtenberg is known to be a member of the Communist Party

_through official Dubllcatlons of that orﬂanlzat]on.

%@Rﬂ PR
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On April 12, 1943, Agents of the Bureau observed John Howard
Lawson; Philip M. Connelley, CIO 0fficial and Carl Winter, Chairman of
the Tos Angeles County Communist Party, enter the home of Max Silver,
organizational secretary of the Los Apgeles ‘County Communist Party,
5138 Maplewood Avenue, Los Angeles. |Elsie Monjar, a member of the Com- é}J
munist Party and.a pald confidential informant of the Los Angeles Offlc{1§t>
has identified Connelley, Winter and Silver as being members of the
Los Angeles County Comwunlst Party. -

- On October 4, 1943, apeCLal Agents of the Bureau observed Max

)wlver Organizational Secretary of- the Los Angeles County Communist Party,
pick up John Howard Lawson at Sunset and, Cahuenga in Los Angeles, and
proceed to the home of David Grant, 827 East 2lst Street. OCarl Winter,
head of the Communist Party in Los kngeles, was observed in attendance at
this meeting.__As indicated above, Silver and Winte ve been identified

as Communists|by confidential informant Elsie WMonjar avid Grant is a LU

knovm Communist, by virtue of information furnished by former confidential
paid informant Al Katz, a former member+of the Communist Party.

: On March 14, 1944, Special Agents of the Bureau observed Lawson,
accompanied by Max Silver, then Administrative Secretary of the CP, enter
the home of David Grant, 827 Fast 21st Street, Los Angeles, Gallfornla.
These Agents also noted that Carl Winter, ercutlve Secretary of the Partv-
Jane Viallace, County Educational Dlrector of "the Party; Pettis Perry,
County Chairman and Helen Allison, County Membership Director of the Party,

~were also in attendance. Silver, Grant and Winter have previously

been identified as known Communists. Wallace,; Perry and Allison have
been identified as being members of the Communist Party by former
confidential informant Al Katz, a forner member of the Communist Party.

Special Agents of the Bureau on May 2, 1944, observed John
Howard Lawson, Elizabeth Leach and Marjorie Plske, Organizer and Executive
Secretary respectively, enter the home of Sam Moore, 314 South Murfield
Road, to attend a reception given for James Ford, Negro, of the National
,omm1ttee of the Communist Party, U.S.A. Pettis Perry, Negro, Chairman of
the Los Angeles County Communist Party was also observed in atltendance at
this reception. Leach, Fiske and Perry have been identified as being
functionaries of the Communist Party by former confidential informant Al -
Katz. Literature publicly disseminated by the Communist Party has identified
James Ford with that organization. ’

On September 24, 1944, Agents of the Bureau observed Lawson

enter the home of Carl Vinter and also observed Flizabeth Leach and Jane

wallace, both of whom are Communist functionaries, in attendance at this:

--surprlse blrthday party for Carl Winter. Testifying before the California

Y
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Un-American Activities Committee, Lawson admitted attending this affair
given in honor of farl Winter, who was then the head of the Los Angeles
County Communist Party. "¥Winter, Léach and Wallace have orev1ou51y been

"identified as. iunctLonarles of the Communist Party.

\-5 i
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SECRET

on January 8, 1945, a Special Agent of .the Bureau observed -
Elizabeth Leach, COmﬁunlst functionary, accompanied by Carl Winter who
was then head: of the Communist Party in Los Angeles, enter a meeting at
the home of John Howard Lawson, 4245 Coldwater Canyon, Los Angeles.

' On April.1l, 1945, Special Agents of the Bureau observed Carl
Vinter; William Schneiderman, California State Communist Political '
Association President; John Howard Eawson; Mirian. Brooks, Communist Party
functionary; Jane Wallace, Communist Party functionary; Pettis Perry,
Communist Party functionary; and Wyndham Mortimer in attendance at a

" County Board meeting of the Communist Party which was held at the home

of County Labor Chairman, F. Kadish, 938 South Kingsley Drive, Los Angeles.
8rooks, Mortimer arid Kadish have been identilied as Communist Party
functionaries by former confidential informant Al Katz. On May 3C, 1945;

~Special Agents of the Bureau conducted a surveillance at the home- of

John Howard Lawson, 4245 Coldwater Canyon, and observed Elizabeth Leach,

Communist Party functionary, Ned Sparks, head of the Communist Party in

Los Angeles and Max Silver, formerly the Administrative Secretary of the
Party in Eos Angeles, enter Lawson's home. TE?sie Monjar, a confidential.  -. .
informant of the Tos Angeles 0ffice), has identified Ned Sparks as a Com=
munist functionary. ﬁU\ ' e '
 On March 30 1946, I Ian active paid
confidential informant of the Los Angeles Oifice, advised that a meeting

OTHER 4

‘of the financial directors of the various clubs in the Hollywood Section’

of the Los Angeles County Communist Party was to be held at the home of
Hannah. Schwartz, 2076 Paramount Avenue in Los Angeles on the evening of -

. the same date. Special Agents of the Bureau conducted a surveillance at

this address and observed John Howard Lawson in attenaanve at this meeting.

* On September 9, 1946 Sneclal Agents of  the Bureau identified

John Howard Lawson, Max Weiss, National Bducatlonal Director of the Communist

Part y, Frank Carlson, State Educational Director of the Communist Party,

John Stapp, Communist Party ?unctlonnry and Charles Glemn, Communist Party
anutlonury as having entered the ‘home of Abe Polonsky at 8071 Selma, '
Los, Angeles, on +nls date. -

N
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SECRET

OTqDR EVIDFKCJ OF LAVSON'S POHPVNICT AF TLTATTON

“In July, 1941, a memorandum was furnished to the Chicago Field’
0ffice by Colonel Walter L. Furbershaw, a representative of the Carnegie .

" Illinois Steel Company, which cited meetings of the National Committee

Plenary Sessions &f the Communist Party on June 28 and 29, 1941, in New
York City. . It was stated in the memorandum that those definitely known to
have been present were William Z. PFoster; James W. TFord; Alexander Bittel-

"man and numerous other high ranking Communist leaders. The memo further

related that John Howard Lawson attended these national meetings as a dele-
gate from California and there is a notation to the effect that Lawson had

been in New York for the previous few months in connection with theater uo.m.

. . -In October, 1941,] | ¢/o Metro Goldwyn Mayer .
ftudios, Culver Civy, Callfornla, a temporary confidential national defense
informant of the Los Angelles Office, advised that John Howard Lawson was one
of the leading Communists in the Unlted States. He stated that on an occasion-
approximately four years previous, when he was at the Clover, Club in Holly-

- wood, he met Lawson and drank with him during the evenlﬂg He said on this

000351on Lawson talked of the purge that took place in Russia and the mass

‘slaughter of the Kulacks. The source advised that Lawson stated to him that
'he_honed the revolution would come here without bloodshed, but that it would

core "even with bloodshed if necessary". The same source stated that two

vears following this_ incident, he attended a debate at the Roosevelt Hotel

in Hollywood where ‘Lawson stated publlcly that everything should be done to

avoid bloodshed and that under no circumstances should this country get into

war. [::::;:]related that he got on his feet at this meeting and recalled OTHER 4

* to Lawson his conversation concerning the. revolution referred to heretofor

and asked Lawson how he'could justify such an inconsistency. Lawson, accord-
ing to the informant, burned to the audience and' stated that this was a ’
typical example of Hollywood red- baltlng and refused to answer the: questlon

) put to him,

LNw45833

On November 15, 1941, former confidéntial‘informantl o
of the Chicago Office, advised the Communist Party W he OTHER 4 .
process of realigning its Districts throughout the country as well as :
reorganizing its structural set-up. He said that District #13 was to

include all of the States of California and of Nevada. According to the

source it was to have centralized offices at 121 Haight Street, San Francisco,

and another at Los Angeles. The San Francisco 0ffice was to be headed by

Steve Nelson. Further, Betty Gannett is the Organizational Secretary of

District #13 and John Howard Eawson and Herbert Biberman will control the
organizational work in the Hollywood Area, according to the informant.

. In December, 1941 lr. Verne Tompkins, 71 Eggert Avenue, Metuchen,
New Jersey, nubllsher of the Daily Farmers' Digest, stated that’ Kathryn Burke,
Chief Director of Courler operations, was the contact for the Communist
Party in lMexico City and that she reported directly to Gale Sondergaard,

,DocId:3-‘233-88‘?2 .E"age 7 . o . 7 o . SECRE-E
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'-"‘J’uly 22, 1943 | S E CR»"TT
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" "Northwest Section -

Communist Party
Los Angelea. Callfornla

Att: Jack (John Howard Iawson)

. -~ "Dear Comrade: -

"Pn behalf of our County Committee, and I am sure of our whole
memoershlp, I wish ‘to express enthu31astlc appreciation of the "
‘contribution to the success of the July 18th Foster meeting by
the cultural workers who made DOSSlDle the dramatic presentatlon
~that evening. :

"Yie w1°h through the Section Committee, to-convey these senti-
- ments to all who participated, exoec1allv to the authors. Com-
‘. rades Maurice (Clark) and Adrian (Scott), and to Comrades Herbert
”n(Blbernan) and .Elliot (Sullivan, also knovm as Eli Solomon)
whose creative effort and tireless work helped so much to put
‘across the message of the entire rally - to hold the home, frant
and strewgthen mnational unlty for v1ctory.

"Comradely yours,
- Carl Winter, Secretary':

Los Angeles County Cowmlttee
- Communist Party"

ey

. In a report of the Jllltary Intelllgence Division dated February 24
1944, a list of delegated to the enlarged National Committee sessions of the
'Ccmmunlst Party held at the Stuyvesant Casino, 9th Street and 2nd Avenue,

New York City, appeared, as shown in the official minutes, the name of John
Qoward Lavison, playwright aopeared in this 1ist. °

. In 1944, a hlghly confidential source* advised that lLawson con-

tinued to pay the salary of Marjorie J. Potts, a full-time paid functionary
. of the Northwest Section of the Los Angeles County Communist Party, being
- E Organlzatlonal Secretary and fembership Direétor thereof. Eawson paid her,

: according to the source, $32.50 'per week. It is noted that Marjorie Potts

admitted to Al Katz, a former confidential informant of.the Los Angeles
Office, that Lawsor paid ‘her salary as if she were his secretary a]though
she did nothing but C';umm.nlst Party work. @X\L\

L

: - On July 25, 1945, | l former confidential in- ,,
. o formant of the Los Angeles Office, advised. that John Howard Eawson -told him m/
o E’I“echnical Surveillance on.the residence 5f John .Howard'Lawsbnﬂm .

- g\~ .
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~ On March 26, 1946, Harvev Gilbert Pblf a confidential” informant
. of the Los Angeles Offlce pointac out that the Hanﬁln C0nm1ttee had aqnounced
it would discontinue its investigation. of Communism in the motion picture -
* industry-and that he had learned that as.a result of this, Lawson was again-’
planning to assume active leadership 'of the Communlst movement in the motion
.- picture industry. This informant stzted that he felt Lawson had been_"laylng
low" during the time Rankin's 1nvest1gators had’ been in Hollywood,-but that:
' in discussing Lawson with members of the Communist Party, he had ‘ascertained’
~ .that Lawson was scheduled to reapuear as leader of the Communist movement in
~ the industry. :

On July, 24 1946 . R. Tﬁlkerson, Edltor of the Hollyvood Reporter,
bltterly cr1t101zed Lawson as a' member of the Communist Party and stated that
John Leech; former Secretary of the Communist Party for Los Angeles County,
teatlfled‘before the Los #4ngeles County Grand Jury that Lawson was sent to
Hollywood to organize and lead the Communist movement in the motion picture

t industry by the Central Committee .of the Communist Party of  New York.

NW 45838 DocId:32338872 Page 9 e ae
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" advised that John Howard Lawson in. 1941 was appointed” co-léader with Herbert’-

. in uhe uollywood area. - S - Ceos

"ttornpy General.of the State’ of-California and then Chairman of the fal-:

‘and a’ known vo*nmumst Party: menber in tne Los nrbeles area, Keqny, who

LSt

2oy

L CT R | OTHER 4
a "onfldentlal 1nf0rmant of the Denver Fleld Offlce,

Biberman of the'f ommunists in the 1nt?1lectua] and motlon picture 1ndu%try

d -

Il
.

The November 9 1943, issue of - " New Mausee“ contained a full page
art1~1e announcing that John Howard Lawson had been made a member, of the
Board of Contributing Editors. of Wew Masses. This article quotes Lawson
.as sajlng the following with-reg ard to this Dho3lﬂat10n-
"Ifread lev Hasses for two Teasons: Lfirst, because it is a R
valuable source of information; SE”Dld because it is egually o
valuable for its editorial comment and analysis. Almost every ,
issue offers vital factual "material which cannot be ‘found, else-
where, Today, as never before, the American people want facts--
‘because they realize that the knowledge of facts ‘is indispens- = - '
‘able for winning the war. -They are heartily sick of the corrup- _
tion and distortion in much of the “commercial press. , New Masses o
gives us, facts, and it interprets facts in terms of a consistent - e
philosovhy of democratic action and purpose. I hope the magazine - .
. can reach a much wider cirele of readers because I am rwz;mrmced o
“that a bigger 01ruulat10n for this Derlodlcal will help us win - s
the war.," e

.

1nr

On January 13, 1944 an artlcle appeared in- the "Dally ﬁorKLr"qbéneéth-
the photonrauh of John QOward Lawson in hthﬂ he is quoted as statlnv- ' ‘

"ﬁreetlnas to the Daily WOrker on your 2“th Anniversary. .Rs

T look back over the years, it seems to me that.the Daily - b .

Torker has been consistently invaluable as a source of accurate ' '
“news and a journal of progressive 1nlormed opinion. There is

rio other American newspaper wnich has done such a fine job\in

effective news coverage and editorial service to the American
" people and the American nation.

u] hope the Da;ly Horker's circulation and influence w111 in- ‘.
" crease tremendously. If it increases in oronortlon to its nerlt
it vlll reach millions of people™.  ,

A highly confi dentlal source ( hnical surveillance. on.“arl )
Winter, Executive Secretary of thé EOPHunlo "Po litical Association, Los

'!‘I'

Lngeles County) .advised that on “July 22, 1944, Robert V. Kenny,. former

ifornia delebatlon to the National Democratic Convention in Chicago,- com=-
municated with Ellenore.Abowitz, Assistant State £I0 Legislative Directo (;l

DocId:32338872, Page 10 , S
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was in Chicago at this tlme, adv1sed Abowitz that he would arrive in

Los Angeles by plane the following day and requested that she arrange

a conference for him with about five of the "right people". "Abowitz,
according to the source, immediately conferred with Carl Winter,
Executive Secretary of the Communist Political Association of Los Angeles
County, concerning this matter. ©Subsequently a surveillance by Agents

of the Los Angeles Office reflected that this meeting was actually held
on Sunday, July 23, 1944, at the home of Ellenore Abowitz with six -
people in attendance. These persons included, in addition to. R. W. Kenny,
Carl Winter, prev:l.ously identified; Paul’ Cllne, ex-Secretary of the
Communist Party in Los Angeles County; Joseph Aidlin, member of the .
State Central Committee of the Democratlc Party in Los Angeles, and

‘ John Mard Lawson. @)&\M

It was also reported by this ha.ghly reliable source# that in

June, 1945, Doretta ‘I‘armon, field representative of the New Masses, known

Communist publication, and- Joe Foster, film critic for the New Masses, came

to Los Angeles from New York City to organize New Masses Benefit Rallies.

It was stated that both of these individuals held conferences with John

Howard Lawson. According to ‘the. source, an invitational benefit for the

.New Masses was held at the home of Frank Tuttle, Movie Director, 6217

Rock Cliff Drive, Hollywood, on June 9, 1945, it being pointed out by

Manuel Seff, a conf:.dential informant of the Los .‘Lngeles Office, that the
. meeting was I:gy invitation only; that over $3,000 was raised at the meeting -
-and that John Howard Lawson was orie of those he recognized in attendance. \Al

: In August, 1945, a highly. reliahle confidential sources reported

that Lawson has been working on a book of American history for the past
couple of years. The source stated that the book was in its final stages
and had been typed. into script and had been criticized by various people
including leaders of the Communist Political Association in Los Angeles,

- among them, Carl Winter, head of the los Angeles CPA, The source also
sald that inquiries concerning it had also been made by Alex Trachtenberg,
former National Educational Director of the Commnist Party, and currently
a member of the National Committee of the Commnist Party. The source in- .
dicated that since the change in the CP Line as a result of the Duclos
article, Lawson has indicated that he was going to take six months of f
from l'n.s studio to revise the book. He also told the informant that the
change in the Communist Party Line necessitated practlcally a complete

revision of the book's lﬂewpomt.@)[\k)

EﬂecMCal Surveillance on the resuience of John Howard Lawsonj@(/u»

_'13 -
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future expulsion at this time on controversial issues; this is

factional, rather than my response to putg]ished and broadcast )
' material. However I am also convinced that this was merely a  ~

loose way of talking to impress me with your seriousness,of

which I was already impressed. - : :

. "Adding my personal regards, and the hope that not long from N
now we shall all be members of a functioning, militant, Marxist-
Leninist vanguard party devoted to the interests of our nation,

" the peace of the world, and the liberation of mankind. :

"Yours sincerely."
[ - - : Subsequently, a highly confidential source (technical surveillance. -
' - on residence of Bruce Minton% advised that Minton was very. bitter against
Lawson and had made it knovn that he was "out -to get Lawson". This source
indicated that Minton was of the opinion’ that the CPA in Hollywood was a
closed corporation and that he had referred to Lawson as the ''rabbi® of - '
this group who ran it as a ™in god and in a dictatorial fashion". ~Similar .
repercussions regarding Lawson were reported by Harvey Gilbert Wolf, a '
confidential informant of the Los Angéles Office. Wolf advised that on
August 1, 1945, he had occasion to talk with a friend who was a member of
one of the cultural groups over which Lawson presided. He said that this -
person stated that the rank and file of the cultural groups were not
satisfied with the revisionistic policies which Lawson and Elizabeth Glenn
had followed during the previous year under the CPA set-up, and were
desirous of getting rid of Lawson and Glehn as leaders. Wolf further
revéaled that his informant definitely stated that Lawson was the leader
of the Communists in the cultural field and that he obtained the impression
that Elizabeth Glenn was Lawson's underling in an organizatiohal capacity.
Wolf, a former member of the CPA, stated his informant was very bitter
-against Lawson and Glenn, not from a personal standpoint but from a Marxist
- standpoint inasmuch as Wolf's informant thought that Lawson and Glenn had
misled the rank and file CPA members by their leadership and adherence to
the theory of revisionism. J A practical example of what might have indicated
a tendency toward change of Communist leadership in the motion picture industry
was reported by a highly confidential source# who reported on July 19, 1945,
that Lawson had just returned from San Francisco and admittedly had not been
included in ay inter-Party- discussions of the motion picture strike, it
being noted that the Communists, prior to the strike, had adhered to a - ,
position of not aiding the strike and had urged its workers to keep the no-
strike policy of their unions. ‘It is to be observed that in 1946 Richard . ' r ) '

.. Bransten and his wife, Ruth McKenny, were expelled from the Communist Party.
E?I‘echnicall Surveillance on the residence of John Howard lawsora@cu\ _

5
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VIII, ORGANIZATIONAL ACTIVITIES

A. HOLLYWOOD DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE, later known as the HOLIYWOOD
' - INDEPENDENT CITIZENS COMMITTEE OF THE ARTS, SCIENCES AND
 PROFESSTONS (HICCASP), succéeded by the PROGRESSIVE CITIZENS
OF AMERICA .- - : : :

~ Harvey Gilbert Wolf, a confidential informant of the Los Angeles

Office, advised that the Hollywood Democratic Committee was launched -in
January, 1943, by persons engaged in the motion picture industry, to obtain
national, state and local legislation essential to victory; to clarify s
political \issues and support candidates best fitted to serve the nation in
wartime and to cooperate with other organizations "whose aims are similar

. to our own"; housing for defense workers, protection of labor's ‘rights, -
child care, humane treatment of Juvenile delinquents and the end of negro
discrimination. The same source stated on February 15, 1944, that the aims
and purposes and program of the Hollywood Democratic. Committee had changed
very materially. He indicated that its purposes had formerly been exclusively
political, htut that now through speeches, public advertisements and sham

- Americanism, it was attempting to enlist the. support of non-suspecting

- citizens, under the guidance of the Committee, to exploit names of important .
individuals in the furtherance of the Communiat Party line. This informant -
further stated that the program of the Hollywood Demoaratic Committee was
not only parallel with that of the Communist Party Line but that the organ-
ization was dominated and inspired by persons of a Commnist character.

. It is observed that in Jdune, 1945, the Hollywood Democratic ¢
Committee became a ‘section: of the Independent Citizens Committee of the
Arts, Sciences and Professions and that in 1946, it became known as the
Progressive Citizens of America. It should also be noted that this organ=-
ization was not connected with the Democratic Party, :

The following ‘information with respect to the activities of
John Howard Lawson relative to the Hollywood Democratic Cormudttee is set
forth to illustrate the direction and control exerted over this organiza-
tion by Lawson. The most pertinent information in this regard was re-

ported to the Bureau by a highly confidentil and reliable sourcest, ﬁ[u)\
: ormant

On March 4, 1943, it was ascertained by a confidential in

of the Los Angeles Office, Harvey Gilbert Wolf, that the Hollywood Democratic '
Cormittee was in its formative sta

: ges and a meeting of the group was scheduled
at the Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel for that -evening. This informant attended W
E‘echniéal Surveille_mce on residente of John Howard Lawson.j@[\k\
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. following known Communists circulated among those present. They were
‘acknowledged by the audience generally which for the most part, gathered

- were well—known and in a sense looked up to."- Among those named by the

-a constitution. According to the source, the Hollywood Democratic Com-

- Further, the. source continued, the Hollywood Democratic Committee is definitely
. a Communlst "front" organlzatlon and he asserted that John Howard Lawson

- Board. . Lawson, according to the:source, also was one of the eight persons
who donated %25 at tﬂe_collectlon ourlng the evening (}1)

~ get Walter Wanger, Motion Picture Producer,.to-approach Helen Gahagan, wife

through the Hollywood Democratic Committee, could make the contact. This

Los Angeles Office, advised_that the entlre organizational strength of the

g LLig " - . . -
SECRET
) A ;.‘ i E ; i
the meeting aﬁd a written report stated "before the.meeting began, the

around them, chatted and passed remarks which would indicate that they

informant as being in this category were: John Howard Lawson and Herbert
Biberman, .together with other Hollywood Communists. The purpose of the -
meeting reportedly was to elect officers for the ensuing year and to adopt

mittee "will undoubtedly develop into a powerfdl Communist Party pressure
group in the near future. Using the war effort and the influence of power-
ful figures in the motion picture industry, this organization will have a,
tremendous influence in putting over the Communist  Party Line in Callfornla."

was among those proposed at this meeting to be considered for the Executive

- On.beruany 10 1944, the 'same sourcé was present at a conference .
between John Howard Lawson and Revels Cayton, Negro Vice President of the
California State CIO. According to the source, Cayton wanted Lawson to

of Melvyn Douglas, -screen actor, to run for Congress in the 15th C. D.
Lawson said he could not aporoach Wanger on it but that. George Pepper,

was only one-of many conferences held COnceining posoible Congressional and -
State Legislature candidates, and on numerous-occasions Lawson's direction
and advice was sought by Hollywood Communlsts relatlve to p0551ble candidates.

~In 1944, Harvey Gilbert Wolf, a conildentlal 1nformant of the

Communist Party was being thrown into the local and national election cam-
paigns and that the Hollywood Communists, Party line followers and sympathizers
were engaged in this type of activity.- He submitted the following report

with respect to the Hollywood Democratlc Committee:

“The Hollywood Demooratlc Committee, whlch has no cfficial con-

nection with the Democratic Party, but is the Communist front -
 organization which attempts to speak for the industry politically
. and also for the Hollywood section generally, is raising thé sum-

- 30 -
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" Hollywood Reporter for June 11, 1945, contained a full page advertise-

[ NW 45838

ment listing the Executive Council of this new Committee, it being noted
that John Howard Lawson was named as a member of the Council., Xl})

- In August, 1945, a highly reliable informant# advised that

" Lawson was.continuing his leadership in the Hollywood Independent Citizens

Committee of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions. It was stated that _
George Pepper, Executive Secretary-of the organization, continually obtained
direction and counsél from Lawson concerning the strategy and policy of the
group. . The source:further remarked that Lawson had been very active at this
time in building up the late General Evans F. Carlson, USKC, as a possible
candidate for U.S. Senator on the Democratic Ticket to fill the seat vacated.

by the late Senator Hiram Johnson. w

. on August'll, 1945, the same reliable source advised that there
was some interest in having a State-wide meeting to amounce Carlson's

. candidacy or at least to discuss it with the Democratic politicians from

all over California. However, Lawson, according to the source, said that
Philip Connelly, former President of _the California State Industrial Union
Council, CIQ, and a known Communi st jaccording to Elsie Monjar, a confidential
informant of the Los Angeles Of fic®;[was of the opinion that it was not time
yet as Ed Pauley, National Treasur8r of the Democratic Party and other

- forces would try to maneuver to get control of this meeting., ~On August 11, . _

1945, the same highly reliable source advised that Lawson was to handle a
reception for Carlson to be given by Edward G. Robinson. It was-indicated
that the Warner Brothers, Motion Picture magnets and other "big wigs" were

to be in attendance at this reception. It was also indicated by this source -
at the time that Orson Welles discussed with Lawson the chances of Carlson's
winning the election. It was sid that Welles promised Lawson all he could =~

to assist Carlson's candidacy, although of the personal opinion that Carlson
would be defea‘bed. :

On dugust 8, 1945, the highly reliable sources reported that the
New York City organization of the Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, .
Sciences and Professions had continually sought a closer knit organization
throughout the United States with a constitution, by-laws, in addition to °
representatives from various cities where branches were located. Lawson, -~

‘according to the source, subtly fought a close knit organization and desired

instead only the use of. the Independent Citizens Committee's name, being
of the opinion that the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee should
otherwise remain autonomous. In a conference with Pete Iyons, an employee
of the Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts s -Sciences and Professions

of New York _City, according to the 'so_u_rce, Lawson stated that a close knit @)@
El‘echnical SurVeiI!.lancé on the residence of John Howard Lawson}@@d '
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organization was premature and could not be done without discussion which
discussion should be held at some time after the war. Lyon said the New
York Office needed more money and Lawson reiterated the Hollywood Committee
was very poor and did not desire to make any further committments at the
time. - Lyon was anxious that the HICCASP send someone to Washington or New
York to give Congressional leaders some tangible evidence of union between .
the National organization and the Hollywood Committee The source indicated .
that Lawson agreed that this might be a good thing. )(u‘ .
) On December 4, 1945, according to a highly reliable source
the HICCASP held a rally, the theme of which was "Atomic Power and Foreign.
Policy". The official announcements described this affair as an attempt to
make a realistic approach to the tremendous potentialities of atomic weapons
and gtomi¢ energy. This rally called for interational use and inter-
national control of atomic energy, and in this connection, the reliable
informant pointed out that Lawson, through George Pepper, Executive Secretary -
of the HICCASP, carefully guided the program. It is interesting to dserve
that Ned Sparks, President of the Los Angeles County Commmist Party, accord-
" ing to the informant, contacted Lawson regarding this program and stated
that he felt more emphasis should be put upon American intervention in China
inasmich gs that was the main part of the Communist line.  Lawson reportedly
agreed to this and stated that he would.contact George Pepper to see that .
American intervention in China was given appropriate attention at.this rally.(4&

A highly confidential source# reported in September, 1946, that Lawson
continued to be active in the affairs of the HICCASP and according to this
-source, he frequently conferred with its Executive Secretary, Alice Hunter;
in fact, this source stated that on July 31, 1946, Hunter contacted Lawson
and asked him if it was all right if the HICCASP issued a statement that they
were not under the influence of the Commnist Party. According to the
informant , Lawson stated it would be all right if it were done "carefully
and correctly". This informant further indicated Lawson attends most of .
the meetings of the Bxecutive Council of the HICCASP and through close
liaison with Hunter, continued to exert an influential rule in the policy -
of this organization. It is noted that shortly thereafter the HICCASP merged

group by Harvey G. Wolf, a confidential informant of the Los Angeles Office.

 with the Progressive Citizens of America, described as a Commmist-dominated@l% :

. “According to articlesgpearing in Los Angeles newspapers the Holly-
wood Arts, Sciences and Professions Council of the Progressive Citizens of

America held a five-day conference a2t the Beverley Hills Hotel, commencing
Wednesday evening, July 9, 1947. They announced the purpose of the conference

.Eechnical Surveillance on the residence of John Howard Lawson. } @XLLL)
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© B, HOLLYWOOD WRITERS MOBILIZATION

: The Hollywood Writers Mobilization, according to Harvey Gilbert
Wolf, a confidential informant of the los Angeles Of fice, was formed very:
soon after the attack on Pearl Harbor, December 7, 1941, and was established
by persons who were most active in the League of American Writers. Accord-

. ing. to information contained in reports of the Joint Fact-Finding Committee,

’

A

HW 45838

California Legislature, based on information developed in connection with
interviews conducted of Hollywood writers in October, 1944, the Hollywood
Writers Hobilization was under the control of the Communists and had numerous

- contacts to supply the pictures which are being released in_ the liberated

countries.

Confidential Informant Wolf advised that there-was a close connec—
tion existing between the League of American Writers and the Hollywood
Writers Mobilization. ' :

The following data with respect to Lawson's connections with the

Hollywood Writers Mobilization is set forth to ill trate the direction- and
control exerted over this organization by Lawson. [ Most pertinent informa-
tion developed relative to Lawson's control of this group was obtained by a:
highly reliable and confidential soume*‘r@( . B

‘ -~ In March, 1945, a highly confidential source -advised-that there
recently had been a strong difference of opinion betwéen Robert Riskin,
head of the Overseas Film Bureau; Office of War Information, New York, and
Philip Dinné, head of the Los Angeles OWI Film Bureau, and this difference
of opinion was concerned with scripts which had been submitted by the '
Hollywood Writers Mobilization.  This source indicated that Sidney Buchman,
Chairman of the Hollywood Writers lobilization Editorial Board, discussed
this matter with'John Howard Lawson. Buchman advised that he had conferred
with Riskin who informed him that Philip Dunne had gone overboard on the so-
called "contrived" films (films based on fiction or so-called dramatic in-
cidents). Dunme had apparently instructed the Hollywood Writers Mobilization
group that this was the type of film OWI desired to produce. Following’
Dunne's instructions, according to the source, the Hollywood Writers Mobiliza-

.tion had gone ahead and done scripts of this type and as a result manyof the

scripts had been under fire by the New York Of fice of the OWI, where Riskin
was in charge. It was further pointed out that Riskin was strong for
documentary films since he felt a responsibility to the State Department ,
and further that misrepresentations were bound to arise out of ‘dramatic

-incidents in the "contrived" films thus making them more "vulnerable!. ~The

source stated that both Lawson and Buchman agreed that this controversy -
between Dunne and Riskin would effect the Hollywood Writers Mobilization,

which they control, since most of the scripts already completed would have
to be redone. (l\ : - '

- L e
A
B
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c LEAGUE OF AMERICAN WRITERS o SLCRE?

The League of American Wnters, according to Havey Gilbert Wolf,
-a confidential informant of the Los A.ngeles Office, was originated in
Kharkov, Russia, in November, 1930, and in the United States in 1935.
This informa.nt indicated that the Hollywood Chapter of the League of \
American Writers was formed in the fall of 1935, the purpose being to . -
bring the writers employed in the motion picture industry under the in-
fluence of the league of American Writers and the Communist Party, USA,
it being pomted out that this League was the foremost front organization
operating in the so-called cultural and 1nte11ectual fields. i

: The source stated that the Congress of American Revolutlonary
Writers formed the League of American Writers, it being pointed out that
_ the latter organization was. deolared subVersn.ve by the Attorney General
! _on May 5, 1942. : :

Additional information relative to the Gommunlst daracter of -
the League of American Writers was set forth heretofore in connection
with the Section entitled "Joint Fact-F:md:Lnfr Committee, Galifornla
Leglslature" i

. There is set fort.h'herelnafter Lawson's connection with the League
as well as data demonstrating the control and direction which he exerted -
over this organization. The most pertinent information in t is regard was
obtained from a highly conf:_dentlal a.nd rel:.able source* lu

On March 25, 1939, an artlcle appeared in the Peoples World
- entitled "Hollywood Writers ask Entry for German Exile". The article
stated that the recently organized Hollywood Branch of the League of
American Writers was taking the lead in demanding that the State Depart-
ment permit the entry of Frederich Wolff, famous exiled German dramatist
and film script writer. The wire sent to the State Department was
signed by John Howard Lawson, among others.

In June, 1941, an article appeared in the Daily Worker entitled.
"Writers Open Congress with Peace Rally". It was stated that some of
- -America's best known novelists, poets, artists and literary critics raised .
their voice against war and colonial oppression at the rally of the Fourth

American Writers' Congress. John Howard Lawson was listed as being one of
the speakers. ) ) .

On -December 28, 1941 Walter Teter, 4524 Cold Water Canyon Avenue
North Hollywood, Galifomla, a conﬁdent:r_al informant of the Los Angeles 7@

\ El'echnical Surve:.llance on the r631dence of John Howard Lawson. k@@q
- 40 - . SE.CRE?

0 HwW 45838 DocId:32338872 Page .18 B : : -

—————




D. Connections with Other Organizations

The Jamuary, 1937, issue of the "Labor Defender! published monthly
by the International Labor Defense, 80 East 1lth Street, New York City, with
William L. Patterson and Sasha Small as editors, listed John Howard Lawson
as being on the Editorial Board. A highly confidential and delicate source
in 1945 identified Sasha Small as a member of the then Communist Political
Association. ' - o o

In February, 1937, the formation of the American Society for
Technical Aid to Spanish Democracy with temporary quarters at 31 East 27th
Street, New York City, office of the New Masses, was announced by Waldo Frank,
novelist and lecturer. The officers were listed as John Howard Lawson,
Secretary, and William Browder, Treasurer. o - -
© In"a letter dated December 3, 1938, issued by the National Com-
‘mittee -for People's Rights, formerly the National Committee for the Defense - o
of Political Prisoners, 216 Clark Building, Birmingham, Alabama, John T
Howard Lawson was listed as treasurer of the organization. - :

S ) Confidential Informant W. H. Leathers, formerly an informent of
' the Atlanta Field Division, informed in July, 1941, that the National
- Cormittee for the Defense of Political Prisoners and the International Labor
. Defense are both Commnist front organizations and are closely associated
and were created by the Party to handle and protect comrades who became
involved with the law and also to seize upon those cases where the Party - '
can secure publicity. According to the informant, the International Labor
Defense has close contact with the workers and is usually operated by the
. middle class of people. ‘ '

On the back of a pamphlet published in 1940 by the Jewish People's -
Committee, 100 Fifth Averue, New York City, entitled "For United Action in
the Struggle Against anti-Semitism and Fascism", appears a list of the sponsors
of this organization. The name of John Howard Lawson is included.
a confidential source of the New York Office has stated that the CTHER ‘.
ewlsh People's Committee is a Commnist-inspired group. g :

. In the Peoples Daily World for June 17, 1941, an article appears
attacldng the Federal Bareau of Investigation in the form of. statements of
various members of the Citizens Committee for Harry Bridges released by the
Committee headquarters at 1265 Broadway, New York City. Included among .

N ~ individuals commenting on the conduct of the Bridges hearing and the activities
T of the FBI was John Howard Lawson, "playwright and screen writert T

OREN
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A confidential source (trash coverage on office of Labor Research

Association, 80 East 1lth Street, New York City) advised that John Howard
- Lawson was a sponsor of the Schappes,Defense Committee which was founded
' in New York City in July, 1941, to raise funds for and help prosecute the
defense of Morris U. Schappes former City College instructor who was E
sentenced to a prison term in the State Penitentiary for perjury arising out \
_of a 1941 inquiry into Communism in educational institutions. The express
purpose of the Committee as set forth in one of its pamphlets was "to help -
prosecute the 1egal defense, to acquaint the labor movement, the educational .
world and the general public with the issues involved in this case, to raise
funds for the defense and to help Schappes support those dependent upon -him." "

On December 19, 1941, according to a highly. confldentlal source“
. an unknown, person contacted Lewson's wife to tell her of a very "pathetic _
" telegram" received from Edward Barsky, head of the Joint Anti-Fascist
Refugee Committee, it being noted that Barsky was recently ‘given a jail
sentence for refusing to produce the records of the JAFRC for the House
Un-American Activities Committee. According to the informant, this tele- | .
gram read as follows: ' N ; ' T -

- - "TRYING TO GET. FIFTY ANTI- FASCIST PEOPLE ON THL LAST BOAT OUT
. OF LISBON. _ SEND MONEY AT GREATEST POSSIBLE SACRIFICE.“ -

On January 16 1943, a highly confidentlal source (techm.cal ‘
surveillance on re81dence of Herbert Biberman) reported that _Bibérman was
consulted concerning-a letter issued by Mr. Kemitz, National Secretary,
National Federation for Constitutional Liberties, advising that this Committee
was starting a campaign against the Dies Commlttee and wanted the Hollywood
people to do something about it. Although the informant was unable to -

I’ ‘ascertain the name of the man with whom Biberman consulted on this date,
it was determined by another highly confidential sources on January 18, 19h3,
~that -John Howard Lawson had directed Elizabeth Leach to pick up this 1etter
- from Biberman. It is noted that Elizabeth Leach was the Organizer of the
. Northwest Section, Los Angeles County Communist - Party at the time. It should
be noted that the National Federation for Constitutional Iiberties was

declared subversive by the Attorney General on July 31, 19h1 in that it came:
w1th1n the purv1ew of the Hatch Act. 1}\

' On March 12, 1943, it was reported by. Harvey Gilbert Wolf, a
confidential 1nfonmant of the Los Angeles Office, that Herbert Blberman, -
-Gale Sondergaard, Edward Biberman and his wife Sonja Dahl, lrs. Eva
Biberman, Anthony Ellis and Hellen Ellis, his wife, would all attend the
Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee rally held at the Philharmonic Auditorium.
It was pointed cut that SonJa Biberman was the former Hollywood Chairman.

E-‘Techm.cal Surve:.llance on the residence of John ‘Howard Lawsonj@)(u}
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to bear in this regard. During the conversation, aocorglng
informant, it was pointed out that the Los Angeles Section of the Free
World Assocjation had not as yet revoked Poin? # of its Aims and Pur-

poses. (i uj

The name of thn Howard lawson appeared as a sponsor on a .
circular distributed by the American Youth for Democracy, 1567 Broadway,
Detroit, Hichigan,. dated December 20, 1945. - -

In November, 1945, according to a highly confidential source¥,
Lawson conferred several times with Mildred Raskin, Executive Secretary
of the People's Educational Center, described as the organization created
and dominated by the Communists to spread Communist philosophy, and these
conversationsmde it clear that Lawson was becoming concerned over the
$3,000 or $4,000 which he personally had guaranteed for this organization
in the way of printing bills and incidental expenses. The. same source /
indicated that Lawson felt that the organization was not going to be sble
to repay this money to him. During the same period, the same source was
. bresent when Lawson conferred with Waldo Salt, Commnist screen writer,

" regarding ways and means of raising $5,000 for the benefit of the People's
Educational Center. Lawson also advised this informant that he was planning
to take a hand in the reorganmization of the staff of the People's Educa-

" tional Center, commenting that he digd not think that the personnel was
organized in the most effective way.@ ' :

S According to a pamphlet issued by the Los Angeles Workers School,
John Howard Lawson, together with Albert Maltz. and other invited lecturers,
were to be the instructors at the course entitled "The American Democratic

. Tradition", an eifht-week course, tuition $3. The course was to be given
at the Unitarian Church, 2936 West 8th-Street, Los Angeles. Of all the
courses. taught at the Workers School, according to this pamphlet, this was
the only one not being taught at the Workers School proper, located at 212

West 3rd Street, Los Angeles. This course, according to the booklet, mwill
be a lecture course dealing with decisive periods in the history of our
nation; the democratic conditions throughout the development of our people.

" Beginning with the colonial period, the course will trace the gfowth, problems
and developments of the American tradition during the period of the Civil War
and reconstruction; it will deal also with the agrarian populist movement,
the First World War and the present war for national survival®. It is to be -
noted that this is not the same course that was given by Lawson at the school
for the League of American Writers entitled "Our Democratic Heritage'. The Ios
Angeles Workers-School, founded in l939,.according to the pamphlet, bases its
studies on the various teachings "in socigl sciences..Marxism, . .the theory and
practice of the working class and the people's movement throughout hi storyt,
The entire Board of Directors of the Workers 3chool are Communists,-ébcordihg

“ to a confidential informant, Harvey Gilbert Wolf, who also indicated that
. this school is the educational plant for the Communists in Los Angeles County.

[%Technical Surveillance on the residence of John Howard Lawson;]
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The above referred to pamphlet also stated that recently, in a
“speech of three hours at the "People's Educational Center!", John Howard
Lawson made such statements asz -

"American policy is the same as it was at Versailleg; to
destroy democracy wherever it appears.t

"The Marxist theory is the only sound basis for history
teaching." . o .

"The voice of Byrnes is the voice of one of the most selfish
monopolies in the world today."

The Daily People's World issue of September 19, 1946, carries
an article that the Los Angeles Chapter of the National Negro Congress would
convene on September 22, 1946, for a mass meeting called for the over all
endorsement of the Fair Bmployment Practices Act. According to this article,
John Tripp McTernan had been selected to lead a panel discussion on the topic
~ "Police Brutality". A similar article was carried in the California Eagle,
Negro newspaper published in Los Angeles by one Charlotta Bass, a prominent --
Commnist Party line follower, ‘réflecting that this.National Negro Congress
. would meet at 4016 South Central Avenue on Sunday, September 22, 1946, Speakers -
li sted at this meeting included John Howard Lawson, motion picture writer;
‘Colonél James Roosevelt 5 Phillip i. Connelly; William Bidner, Executive Secretary
of Mobilization for Democracy, and Albert Dekker, motion picture actor. E

o OTHER 4
- In November, 1946,'_ I, a former confidential informant -
of the Los Angeles Office advised that -John Howard Lawson was President of

the Ilincoln Commnity Book Center and that Waldo Salt, a knovn Commnist,
according to a highly delicate and reliable source, is Vice President. The
informant also ascertained that the bank account of the Lincoln Community

Book Center will substantiate Lawson's presidencyfand another highly con-
fidential source# has described this organization as the administrative
apparatus- for_ the Lincoln Book Shop which is operated by the Communist Party

in ?Iollwood.j@()@&) : OTHER 4

. Informant an employee of the Security First National Bank
of Los Angkles, has advised that Lawson has contributed considerable sums of
money to the following organizations, sometimes in the amount of over $1,000
per month; -

- Hollywood Democratic Committee,

1

&

/

{ ’ _
i Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of Arts, Sciences and - .
! " Professions, : :

K People's Educational Center,

S . Eﬂ‘echnical Surveillance on t_he residence of John- Howard Lawsonj@@(’l
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"In the studio labor organization, the comrades had only
mxed success. The painters' union went over to the side of
the revolution. The Screen Writers! Guild joined thg Popular
Front, despite lrave attempts of the Authors' League of America
to wrest the Hollywood section from the Stalinist grip. In the
furious fight against the 'fascists!=--meaning anyone who objected
to’ Communi st domination—Donald Ogden Stewart acted as general-
issimo with such fine lieutenants as Dudley Nichols, Frances

. Hackett, Humphrey Cobb, Dalton Trumbo, Irvin Shaw, Tess Slesinger,
Sam Ornitz, Frank Scully, Oliver H. P, Garrett, Lillian Hellman,
Boris Ingster, John Howard Lawson, Lester Cole, Joel Sayre, and -
Madaline Ruthven.! -

. Discontinued Technical Surveillance on the American Youth for
Democracy and Confidential Informant Richard V. Servidio advised that
John Howard Lawson was one of the sponsors of a "second anniversary dinnert
"~ given by the American Youth for Democracy, a known Commnist dominated
group, on December 12, 1945, at the Hotel Roosevelt, New York City. The
‘purpose of the dinner was "to welcome home discharged veterans, to pay - -
triute to the contributions of the young men and women of our armed forces
+ and to dramatize the post-war problems of youth!, 7

- In March, 1945, the National Federation for Coristitutional Liberties, :
205 East 42nd Street, New. York City, issued a public statement in support of the-
"army order making Communists and Communist Party sympathizers eligible for

Aray Commissions. It was stated that "the basic consideration is not. the
. ‘Propriety of the man's opinions, but his loyalty to the United States". The

. 'statement of the National Federation for Constitutional Liberties was.endorsed

by numerous people and the name of John Howard Lawson, playwright, Hollywood,
appeared on this list. It is noted that the National Federation of Constitu-

tional Liberties was declared subversive by the Attorney General in July,
1941. = ' ; o - _

_ According to the Jamary 30, 1946, issue of the Daily Worker, Lawson
was quoted as saying: : e .

"I want very much to demonstrate withparticular emphasis the role
of the Negro in American life. Since our history has been written
by white historians and since no influential ones have been from

the South, the contribution of the Negro people and their leaders
has been completely suppressedt. '

, In this artiéle, Lawson was described as "one of America's outstanding'
historians, author of the authoritative theater and technique of playwriting,
and a successful .screen writer't. ' _ g ’

y’\ul ’
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: On Felruary 7, 1947, according to a highly confidential source#
Lou Harris, 4215 Troost Aveme, North Hollywood, California,. a free lance
writer and producer as well as a known Gommunist, contacted John Howard
Lawson and told Lawson that he was leaving for England at the end of the
month. The sourcg advised that Lawson and Harris are close friends.fIn - . .-
is same regardfon February 14, 1947 sianother highly confidential sourde, ' SJ
C (microphone \survelllance on the Soviet Consulate Los 4ngeles y}reported ;
at Lou Harris called at the Russian Vice Consulate in LogZhgeles and :
there met Eugene Pavlovich Tumantsev, Soviet'GonquX Harris and _Tumantsevma
* talked for approximately one hour during which timé Harris pointed out thab . =
the writers in the motion picture industry had a very difficult time pre~
senting "progressive ideas" in their stories inasmch as the producers were
“quick to delete them. Harris comrented that he was leaving on February 26

947, for London from New York City on a business tripfnd asked Tumantsev & U_)
_whetlzler he 'should "ygit and see what happens" or apply “mmedi for a

visa to enter PolandgfAccording to the informant, Harris jan mantsev

appeared quite congenial the latter evinced considerable imberest in the
motion picture-industry }{! oy : . _ :

G

Eﬂ'ech'nical Surveillance ‘(m' the :'residehce of John waard' I_.awsonj @X@) .
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XIII, CRI _HECORD
: : . °
' Harvey Gilbert Wolf, a confidential informant of the Los Angeles
0ffice, stated that at a lecture in June,.1942, before a school of the League-
of American Writers, Lawson stated that on the day that Sacco and Vanzetti
were - executed in Massachusetts, August ‘27, 1927, he, Lawson had been arrested
in Boston for picketing the State Capitol., With regard to this self-admitted
o earrest of Lawson, the informent stated that Lawson became a labor agitator ~
many years ago and went to Birmingham, Alabams, to participate in a strike = -
" in the steel mills in that city in 1934, According to confidential informant
Harvey Gilbert Wolf, Lawson was arrested on May 17, 1934, on a charge of
criminal libel growing out of an article which was written by Lawson in the
"Deily Worker®, New York City Communist newspaper, defend.ing a Communist
organizer, Harold Rolston. It is observed that Lawson's FBI number is
3021790 and that his record in this regard reflects that he was arrested in°
Birmingham on May 17, 1934, by the Birmingham Police I}epartment on' the charge
of being a Commnist, He was released on the same day. o

Officer Harless of the Birminglam Police Department related the -

following informetion with regard.to.the arrest of Lawson in Birmingham, .
Alabama, May 17, 1934, Harless said that he recalled that the police Broke
up & Communist meeting at which Lawson was present and that Lawson was then
turned over to Officer J. T. Moser and Officer P, C. Cole who were handling
Communist matters at the time for the Birmingham Police Department., In
this connection Captain C., L. Mullens of the Birmingham Police Department
stated that Lawson was defended by a lawyer named Harold Ralston from New York,
"He also recalled that a woman named Jane Speed, a well=-known Communist N

~ organiger, was also present at the meeting at which Lawson was arrested, The
racords of the Birmingham Police Department further revealed the following
information regarding Alexander E. Rascolin, reportedly also arrested with
Lewson: "Phis man is an International Labor Defense Attorney from New York
City. He was very active in 1934 and 1935 in Birmingham and was arrested by

- the Birmingham Police on May 17, 1934, While in Birmingham, he contacted
several lawyers in an effort to secure their services in reading parts of :
the International Labor Defense. This man is very high in the Communist Pa.rty.
His Birmingham police number is ?%26589“ :

The New York Times morgue contained two articles regarding ‘the
arrest of Lawson at Birmingham, Alabama. The first article dated July 6,
1934, reflected that Lawson was arrested on that date and released under bond
of $300 to appear in Recorder's Court the following day. The arrest followed
a conference between Mr. Lawson and five other New Yorkers and W, O, Downs,
Commissioner of Public Safety at City Hall, The article further revealed
that on May 17, 1934, Lawson was taken into custody by police, fingerprinted, -
photographed and released. This article, referred to above, dated May 16,
. 1934, is also in the New York Times files. The charges, in connection with
a publication that appeared in the Daily Worker in which a misdemeanor court

- 66.;’ .
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Do Me Ladd
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JOHN HORARD LAWSON

Lo Pursuant to your mmm there ie attached hereto a
o mrandnm eumnariging the peﬂinmt information comtained in the
. ‘Burgau's files relstive to the sudject, a lasding playwright in
Boliywood, California, and for the path Bovevel senfe the leader '
_ at all aettvmies of t,ho Commiats in the imtellectual and cult.ural fialds
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g1, EUTPECE OF LANSON'S CONMUNIST PAHIY:

4

- .A. Direet Dvidence of Membership < . :

Testifying: bsfore the Joiat Fact-Finding Committde; California 0 "

" “Loglalatiire, in the fall of 194, Lavson, mder oath; denicd that he mas ! -

w8 member 0f the Comminist Party.  However;:a highly reliablé and delicate.

has been well established, but - ,_.

" confidential source, whose reliability

' 'whose admissibility in- Court may be somewhat doubtful ; has definitely

. identified Lawson.as a member: of ‘the Communist Party for the last ‘twelve

o 1

i .. years.. Accordingito this. source ;- Lawson ‘was first 4’ membst, of Branch K .-
Angeles. County' Commiinist Party wntil = . ..

;""" of the North Wast Section of the Los
-that branch was reorganized in June,
to Branch A=3 (writers® tranch). of;

e

1943, at which time he was transferred -
L ‘ ‘teand the North West_Ssction and held 1943 -
. . Commnist Party Book #30198, .« - -l . oo ol =T TEER R

S This very reliatle source ‘also’ stated that Lékson enro iled o

~ the Communist™ Political Association and

© .. and on December 10; 1944, according: to the ‘source,.
.- for: the CPA and was issued 1945 CPA Card 47275

"~ 7. Association; Lawson reportedly was assigned . to t

.+, Bas also knowa as Group: #9: and ‘Was,a. member: of

- indistry, of ;Amierican~Jewish .descent

©owoedH, v

~ - In a'svorn statement which

‘-:_4%333 DocId:32338872 ' Page 27,

L Ttwas further stated byt

his-s

.. 'William Hynes (LA-3), a ‘discontin
:+ <. of ‘the Los Angeles. Offics, has identified

" vhich replaced the North West Section's. Executiv
_according’ to the source,: servid on the’ comnission. fo

was assigned 1

e Co

.was issu

the leader of tke CP fraction among the artigts of,a

T

1944 CPA Cara: 41850,

vag pgain registered

~ the poverning body of the Commnist movement ‘in -

E

the motion
amittes. " Lawsor
r‘three years.' .. -

hat he had been-
Lso - identified ;
Party” and
elonged.

11 varie

B the\Commnist Political '
he special group which . < . .-
sgion which was' * -

picture industry .-

R biwas _ ource thah when the. Commmist - :
1. Party; USA; ‘was ‘reorganized. to replace the Comminist Politic

-~ "Lawson was assigned to. the Davis {lub and

-+ Book #35392. This source made available Lawson's 1946 registration card

- which reflects:that - he vas 50 years of agta-"E ' ' '

- . 'y OL s and
|- -, . Party for-tuelve years.' ‘This source has al
1 Sue Lawson; as a, member of the. Commmnlat’
oo . dogument “the branches to which ‘she ‘has b

- Po] al Association,
sued 1946 Commnnist- Party -

a writer-in the motion picture . - .
in the Commnist =
Lawsontsiwife, = ¢
is ih'a position to

uedpaidconfz_dential in_f'o-mt L
ties.in Holly-
‘Rena Vale gave to the Jodnt Facte,

 FEIGNE Gommittes, Californis Legislature, more commonly known as the Temngy —




. Comttee, shé idetified John Hawardstsonasamember Of the. Commnist! . . L
I+ Party. sﬁe gtated that he was active in Commnist eircles in Hollyvood - : -

. bad stated that Commmist propaganda mist be integrated into all screen’
_ Plays. S T T R S

- vhen she was in the Commnist Party and that in Commnist mestings, Lawson

_ ~ . On Bgust 8, 1944y Walter Wanger;: @ Hovie Producer, stated that -
he definitely kiew that John Howard Lawson was a Communist.. This sourece .
stated that. a few days.before.he had contacted Lawson to see if he was

avallable to write a sereen play to which Lawson replied he was hesitant -
:, Yo work for Vanger for fear it might cast some reflection on him. " This

- source quoted Lawson as stating, %I am.a Comminist®, . . .

.. /OTHER 4

S I confidential Informant of ‘the Los Angeles. '~
0ffice, advised that he talked to: John Foward Lawson on July 25, 1945, at
which time Lawsén stated that if he were called as a witnéss before the
: - State Un=-Américan Activities Comaittes; ‘he believed he would admit to them- .. ..
. that he was a member of the Communist Political Association. [} )@L RIS

<o 4 Om March'l, 1947, Ben Kadish, a'.confidential  source. 'of the los
- Angeles Office,’ and a former member of the Commnist Party, advised that - ‘
he recallad John Howard Lawson!s attending Commnist meetings. This = L
L source was in the Commnist Party from September, 1943, through December, - .
P 1945, and for a Vime was in Branch A-3, which was the same branch to ERI

B/ Mvtendance st Commnist ‘Party Most ings. ..

PETE

.- - During the time that Lawson has been in Log Angeles; he has been

- identified as having attended mimerous meetings at which all of these =
. identified as being Pregent were: known Commnists; aceording to a highly - ' .. - el
. religble and delicate confidential Source. -In those cases where the highly . . "
- reliable and delicate confidential source was not in a position to iden= - R

Vify the particular person as a Comminist; the source that can so identify © - '

the person is mentioned.: There are’ seb forth hereinafter several examples -
' ‘of this character of meetings which Lawson’ atbended. = . R

© .- On Felwuary 7, 1943, Ageits of the Bureau observed Alexander

' Trachtenberg, head of International ‘Publishers and a member of the National

 Committee, Communist Party, USA, met . with John ‘Howard Lawsom, Albert Malty -
. and Jane Wallace, Bducational Director of the Los Angeles County Commnist

- Party, at the Melogy ‘lane Restaurant, Wilshire Boulevard and Detroit Avemre, -

- ab 12345 pom.. Trachtenberg is knowm .to be ‘a member of the Commnist Party
-through official publications of that arganization. - - 't . T

far . CoL _ o

£
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.o Om April 12, 1943, Agents of the Bureau observed John Boword EET -
" Léwsoa;. Philip 1, Comnelley, C%ﬂfﬁ'.iﬂ','.m Carl Winter, Chairman of =~ ... -
. the ‘los Angeles County Communist Party; enter the home of lMax Silver, R
. organmizational .gecretary of the Los %ge]_escwntyeonmnist?arty, oy o
- 5138 Maplewood Avemie; Los Angeles; (Elsie Honjary.a membef of the. Com= \
" mnist Party and-a paid confidential informant ‘of the los Angelés Office (L U, et
- hasﬂ.iderrbiifiéd3GomeH@,.?{inter;:_lgnd,;l_'s:llvar-as‘ ‘being: mezbers of' the AT LS
- -Los Angeles County Communist Party. RN PR TIPREE Y

- .- .

Lo T m October 4, 1943, ‘Special Agents of the Burean observed Max T
NI Silver, Orgam izational Secretary.of. the los Angeles County Commmnist Party, - - ...
R piclk up John Howard Lawson at 'Sunset and Cahuenga in:Los Angeles, and =« -
. procead o the homé of David Grant; 827 East 2lst Street. -Carl Winter,
" head of the Communist ‘Party in Los-Angeles, was. observed in. attendance at ,
this meeting. . As indicated above, Silver. and Vinter_have been identified . . = =
- a8 comniatsg_gy. confidential informant Elsie ¥onjar{y)David COrant. is'a cu:_] Al
. kmown. Communi§¢ by virtue of information furnished & *Yormer confidential = . -
paid informant 41 Katz s, @ former member of the Communist Party.. . PV

. - On March 14,1944, Special Agents of the Bureau. observed Lawson, . -~ = 1™
.. accompanied by lax- Silver, then Administrative: Secretary. of the CP; enter .. ~ '~ -
- "the home of David:Grant; 827 Bast 21st Street, Los Angeles, California. [ ECN
- ~These Agents mlso notéd.that Carl Viinter, Executive Secretary of the Partys - -
- . Jane Wallace, County, Educational Director of the Partys Pettis Perry,; =~ = - . "
' County Chairman .and: Helen Allison, County. 'Hemhqr;ahig'f- Director of the = 7 . ..
* Party, were alsoin attendance.. Aver, Grant and Winter have previocusly : - . -
- been :{denttified a5 known :Communists, - Wallace, Perxy. ' and {’-Iliaon-hav_e." ST
" been identified ds being members of the Communi st Party by formsr = -

' confidential informant AL Ratz, a former membsr‘of -the Communist Party.

. 7 ‘Speeial Agents of the Bureau on May 2, 1944, observed dJohm. -
-Howard Lawson, Elizabeth leach and larjorie Fiske, Organizer and Executive
| Secretary respectively, enter ahe home of Sam Moore, 314 South Marficlg .
Boad, to attend a reception given for James Ford,. Hegroy, of the National
: Gpmmfttee,pf the Communist Party, U.S.A. . Pet¥ls Perry; Hegro, Cheirnan of
. Yhe Los Angeles County" Commmni st~ Party was also observed in attendance at - -
-+ -this recep?ion.,:_-'l.each‘,' Fiske and Perry have been identified as biing B

‘7 Eats. Literature publicly disseminated by the Commnist. Party has identified . - .
t o dames Ford with thatorganizations. | . v oo o0 heo dentified .

v On Septémber 24, 1944, Agents of the ‘Bureau observed Lawsom - .
enter. the home of Garl Winter and also. observed ‘Ekizabeth Leach and Jane -
Vallace, both of whom are Communist. functionaries, in.attendance at this
- Surprise birthday party for Carl Winter. ‘Testifying before the Californig
. - . Un-American Activities Committes, Lawson admitied attending this affair .-
. . . -¢given in honor of Car) Winter, tho was then the head of the los Angeles |
©* - . County Communi st Party.. UVinter, Leach and Wallace have previously been
~identified as functionaries of the Communist Party. . .
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- con, demuasy. 8, 1945, a Special Agent of the Burealiobserved . .
- Hizabeth Leach, Commmnist functionary,-accompanied by Carl Winber who.
' was then head of the Communist Party in Los Angeles;. enter:a meeting at. . -
" the home-of John ,Homd-ham,. 4245 Coldwater ganypng.,i.?a__-_.&ngelqs?,

' tnter, Al 11, 1945, Spocial Agents of the Bireau observed Oarl' v .
© Winver, William Schnelderman; Califomia State Comminist Politieal ™ - =~ .
- ‘Aseociation President;:John Howard Lawson;: Mirian Brooks,.Comminist Parly - T
_functionarys: Jane Wallace;, Cormunist Party ,ﬁ;nctidnaxy;?ett.}s Perry,.. = . "
~ Commnist Party. functionsary and Wiyndham Mortimer. in attendance-at'a .-
* County Board mesting of the Commini st Party which was held at the home =~ =~
of County Labor Chairman, F. Kadish,, 938 South Kingsley Drive, Los Angeles.. .
Bopoks,, Noydimer and Kadish have been identified as Commumnist Party '

. functionaries by former confidential informant Al Katz., On May 30, 1945;.
... Spoecial Agents of the Bureau ‘condu cted a. surveillance at the home of ./
+ ' .. dohn Howard Lawsonj 4245 Coldwater Canyon, and obseived Elizabeth leach, ~ -
. Communist Party functionary,.lNed ‘Sparks; head of the Communist Party in » . . _
o Los Angelgs and Hax Silver,. formerly the Administrative Seerstary of the L
- Party in lLos. Angeles;. enter lawson's’ home, . [ sie--MunJar',.a:c:nnﬁdem,ial,'- WL e
‘informant of the Ios Angeles Office, has identified Ned Sparks as a Com~- ' :
mnist functionary. .- - - R - L R S .
I . e C . . Ny e . .. OTHER 4
. On March 30,. 1946, | .an active paid - .
 confidentlal infoymant of the ~0s #Angeles Office, advised that a meeting’
" of the financial directors of ‘the various clubs-in the Hollywood Seetion
,of the Los 4ngeles County Communist Party was to be held at the home of
Hannah Schuartg; 2076 Paramount Avenue in Los Angeles on' the evening of . -
', the same date.; Special Agents of the Bareau conducted a survelllance ab

' this address ‘and Observed. John'-ﬁpméard‘iIEﬁSOn in attendance at this meeting.

.. - On September 9, 1946, Special ‘Agents of the Bureau identifieq . =
John Howard Lawson, Hax Welss, National Educational Director of the Commmi st
'Party.s.Frmk.{;aﬂ-son;: State Educational Director of the Commnist Party,.
. dohn Stapp, Communist Party functionary and Charles Glenn; Commnist Partgy
.- functionary as having entered the home of Abe Polonsky at 8071 Selma,.
7., 1es tngeles, on'this BbOs L (100-24499-39%) .-

P

Fl
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0 In duly, 1941, a memorandum was fuyni shed to the Chicago Field . -
_ Office by Colonel Walter L, Purbershaw; a representative of the Camegie
© ' . Illinois Steel Company, tvhich. cited weetings of the National Committee
 Plenary. Seesfions -of the Commnigt Porty on. Jung 28 and 29, 1941; ih Hew
York City.. It was gtated in the mémorandum that those definitely lknown to = .
" . have been present.weres ‘Williafi Z, Foster; James Wi, ord;.-Alexander Bitbtel- - .
- maw and’ mimerous other high ranking Comminist leaders, The'memo further . . - =
related that John Howard Lcuson attended these national meetings as'a deles
‘gate from California‘and there'is a notation to. the effect that Latison had .
been in Wev York for the previous few months in connection with theater work. -
- (L00=24499=3p4)  ~ 0 ol e o R A R P v,
_ . 'In Oetober, 1941, | ¢/o Hotro Goldmyn Mayes
"Studios, Culver City,. California, a temporary confidential national defense
informant of the Los Angeles Off:{ceg -advised that. John Howard Lawson was ome  _ .
of the leading Commnists in the United States. - He stated that on an occasion
- approximately ‘four years mrevious, when' he was ay:the Clover Club in Holly-' ~ . .
", . wood; he met lawson .and drank with him dlu’ingﬂ‘x@eveningo ‘He said on this . . .
-+ pcasion Lanson talked of. the purge that took place in Russia and the fiass. = - .
slaughter of tlie Ealacks. The source advised that'Lawson.stated to him that .. .
- Be hoped' the revolution would come here without -bloodshed; but that it would - -
~come "even with, bloodshed i f necessary”,  The same source statéd that N T
years following this incident, he. attended a debate at the Roosevelt Motel -
. in Hollywood where Lauson stated publicly that everything shéuld be done to
.- -avold bloodshed and that under no.circumstances ‘should this country get into
“var. related that he got on his feet at ‘this.meeting and recalled OTHER 4 -
%o lagson his conversation concerning the revolution referred to heretofor ‘
and 'a§f@d;j Lawson hotr he could justify such an. inconsistency. = Lawson, accords -.
- ing to ‘the informant, tumed %o the audience and-stated that this was a .-
o . Yypical example-of Hollywood red-baiting and refused.to angwer the question -
put-'_to'.hm‘ (100-24499-24P8) B A S N P PO

fn. Novembar 15, 1941, former confidential’ ih‘rofmant]jh_l: - OTHER 4

g of the Chicago Office, advised the Communi st Paxty was in the =

" process of realigning its Districts throughout the country as well ag :

reorganizing its structural set-up. Ke saiqd that District /13 mas to . . = .

. Anclude all of the States of Califoria and of Nevada. According to the . . .
" source it was to have centralized offices ab 121 Haight Street, San Francisco
. &nd another at Los Angeles. ¥he San Prancisco Office was to bs headed by. -~ =

-+ Steve Nelson, Farther; Betty Gannett is the Organizational Secretary of

- -Disteict 13 and . Jehn’ Howard Lawson and Herbert ‘Biberman w1l control’ the

. Oreanizational work in the Hollywood Area, according to the informant., .

00<16227=20-p5) -

S e CELRET
- .. ;. in December, 1941, Ur. Verne Tompkins, 71 Eggerd Avenue, Metu s - -
o Uew Jersew, publisher of the Daily Farmers' Digest, stated that Kathryn Barke,
-~ Chief Birector of Courtier operations, was the contact for the Commni st
- Party in lexico City and that ‘she reported directly to Gale Sondergaard,

. 1 = -
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f-,"Bea? Gomradez

S timxed to pay the salary of Marjorie J.
. .of the Forthwest:Section'of the los Adgel és. County Comminist - Party; bsing
: . Organizational Seeretary and’ ‘Memborship B:.rector ‘thereof. Lavson ‘paid her,
o “:*-_.-according to the source, $32.50 per wesk, -Tb 16 noted that” liarjorie Po't.ts
o admitted to Al Katz,: a former: confidential" informant of the Los Angeles '
Y -Ofﬁce, that Lawson paid Her’ aalaxgr 48 if she r:rere his. secvetary althnngh

L -fumorthwaat Seeti.on
.. - Commmnist - Party .
o 1os Ang@les, ca;ii‘omia

" oon behalf of our county Gonmittee, ‘and I '

*. .the ¢ultural workers who made Po
o -t.hat evenﬁ.ng A

e 'ﬂish, thmugh the Sectiom Gomﬁ.ttee,- L

. ments to.all-who. participated,. esnecially t6 the aithors, Com=. -

. radeés Maurice (Clark) and Adrian {Scott), and to-Comrades. Eerbert

" - {Biberiman) and Ellict (Sullivan, ‘al

. . whose creat.iva effort and. t:i.rel

‘.77 . ‘across the message.of the:aentiT al 1y
'-and stx‘engthm national um.ty' or victor

.a.t-t. Jack_r.(«?ohn Hourard__Laﬂson)

sure of;our whole
membership, I wigh to express enthusiastic. appreciafion -of the. .
contribution to the success of- the July 18th Foster meeting by

-80. knowm’ as ' B4 Solomon)
work- helped 80 |

/s/ ard. Winter, s-eeretary b

i‘commat ‘Partgy" -
( 100-24499—292 p'?) 3

In.a report.of the Military. Intalli.gence Diviaian dated Felfugz’y
¥ 1944',, a list of delegates to the" enlarged Natiornal: Commitiee. sessions of -
o .._GOE‘imnlst Party held at the- Stmesant Gasim, 9th :Street -and 2nd Avenue;
- Hew York City, appeared; as ‘shown in the!: offieial minutes, the nams of John
: _Hm:rard Lam;on, plawright appeared in t.his liat,' '

“ (100~3-14-2006).:.-

In 1944, a highly conﬁ.dential source* advised that Larraon con= - ¢
Potts), a' full-tinme Paid functmna.ry

PEREENT 'aha am noth.‘i.ng but. Cammniat Party. W?Moo-24499-311 p'?) -
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on July 25, 194.53

: AP ISREE R olff Ly former: eonﬁdent:.al :I.n=- iy
for’mant of t,he Los Angales ice, advised that John Howam I.awaon told hin U,l‘

ssihle the dramatic resenta.t.ion_"‘ ‘

to convey’ these aen‘t.i.- EE

. 105 Angeles  County. Ccarmnltteé

OTHER 4



Y On Hareh 26, 1946, Harwey G:lem Wolf 3 ‘a conﬁdmtial informant
of the Los Angeles Office.puinted out. that. ‘the Rankin Cormittece had a.nnoumeed
4% would discontinue its inveatigat-mn of Communism in. the. motion picture” . -
- . -industry and that he had learned that as-a result of this, Lawson.was again - _
. planning to assume active leadership of the Comminist movement in the motion’ ;" VS ERNT
_ .pictuwre indusizy. This informant: stated: that: he - felt’ Lagson had boeh -*laying Sl
' low" during the time Rankints - investigators ‘had. been in- Hollyvood, tut that
o7 4n discusSing Lawson’ with members’of-the Communist: Party, he had ascertained
o e 'glﬁa.tilsmson was schaduled 407} .reappear: as‘-;eade? of the COmmmist. movenent m
s Ay rthe ndustr'y.,..__.. NS " it i e

on_July. 24, 1946,-

iR wilkerson, Eﬁitor ot the Hollmo& Raporter,-i.';';-_ o

--.‘,bitterly criticized Lawson'as 2 menber” 6f the ! :Commnist Party’ and’ stated *bhat

RS 7. John Leech, former. Seeretary ofithe- cnmmmist Party for 1os: angeles Gounty,
.. testified before the ' 105 Angeles, Gotnty  Grand Jury that | Lairson; was ‘sent %o -

" ... Hollywood ¢ organize-and 1léad the Communist movement in the motion picture s F
5 .in&lstry by the. Gmtral Gomnﬁ.ttee of_. t.he Commnlst Part;y of Ner.ar Yoﬂco R T
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. IV. GEFERAL COMIUNIST ACTIVITIES ~ LS o Q.
" dem e s - Stpr

2 . b a confidential informant of the Deaver Field Office, . ...,
~advised that John Howard Lawson in 1941 was appointed co-leader with Herbert _
. *Biberman of the Comminists in the ‘intellectugl and motion picture industry .

in the Bollywood ares. - Lo (100-24499-358p8) ' o o

- .. The November 9, 1943, issue of "ley Hasses" -contained a full page
article announcing that John Howard Lawson had been made.a member of the
", Board of Contributing Bditors of New Masses. This article quotes Lausom
- as _ﬂaying..t{he.__f_o;thuing::mith::rega__rd to.this-_pu,blicgt.;om ' R

"I read New Massés for two reasons: _first, because it is a
. valuable source of information; -second,. beceuse it is equally .
© Valuable for its editorial comment. and. analyds.  Almost every
.. issue offers vital factual material vhich cannot be found else-
where. Today, as never before; the American people want factsew=
.‘because they realize that. the knowledge of facts is indispens=-
able for winning the war.. They are heartily sick of the corrup~
tion and distortion in much of the commercial press, New Hagses
gives us facts, and it interprets facts in terms of ‘a consistent
» . philosophy of democratic action and purpose. . I hope the magazine
¢an reach a.much wider circle of readers-because I am convineced
that a bWgger circulation for this periodical will help us win
: i . . L . . _ . . . o
' .. On January 13, 1944, an article appeared in ‘the "Daily Worker® bsneath
the photograph of John Howard Lawson in which he is quoted as statings

"Greetings to the Daily Vo ker on-your 20th Anniversary. - As
1 look back over the years, it seems to me that the Drily = .
- Worker has been consistently ‘invaluable as & source of accurate
news and a jourmal of Progressive informed opinion. There is
- Do other American newspaper which has ‘done:such a fine job in
. ei_'fectima.hm‘_cbve_i‘age and editorial service to the American
- . people and the American mation. . . |, . - - S g

%I hope the Daily Worker!s circulation and influence vill in- R
_ " . . crease -tremendously.‘ If it increases in proportion %o its merit, .
. P TILreach millions of pecplen. (100-24499-290 |
.. Abighy. confidential source (technical surveillance on Carl ..
‘. . Winter, Executive. Secretary of the Commnist Political Association, Los - .
. Angeles County) advised that on July 22, 1944, Robert W, Kenny, former . -
~ Attomey General of the State of California and then Chairman of the Gal=-
ifornia delegation to the National Democratic Convention in Chicago; com-

. mnicated vith Ellenore Abowitz, Assistant State G0 Legislative Director «,
and a nowmn Communist Party member in the Los Angeles area. Kennypy 'who@X(/A,)

7..45833 'DocId:32338872 Page 34




.. was in Chicago abt this t:.me, a.d'vzlsed kbwitz t-hat he muld arrive in
- 10s Angeles by plane ‘the following day and requested that she’ arrsnge

a conference for him with about five of 'the "right people®. - Abouitz,
according t the source,. immediately econferred with Carl UAnter, _
Erxecutive, Secretary of the Communist Political Agsociation of los' ﬁngei!es; :
County, conceming this matter.  Subsequently a. surveillance by Ageats - -
of -the los Angeles 0ffice. reflected that this mesting was actually held

on Sundayy; July 23, 1944, at the home of Ellenore Abomitz with six S
people in sdtendance. These persons included;: in addition to R. W. Kemw,

. Carl Winter, previously identified; Paul Cline, m—ﬁecretary of the

o Commmnist Party in Los Angeles Countys Joseph Aidlin, member of the
:St_.a,te Oantral Gommit S

.52 of the Democratic Pax“t.y 1n Los .&ngeles, and
(_100_-.-3-'68’.?.079.)_:- RN . '

y reported by this highly reliatile. source# that in i
June, 19&5 9 Boretta Tarmon, field represmtat-ive of the New Hasses, known. =~ .. . o
Conmni st publication, and Joe Foster, film critic for the New Masses, came ..

" to Ios Angeles from New York City to organize New Masses Benefit Rallies.

Tt vas stated that both of these individuals held conferences with John "
Howard Lawson. According to the source, an invitational benefit. for the

- Wew Magses was held at the home of Frank Tuttle, Movie Director, 6217

45838

. ‘rovision of the book's meupoint. U)

Rock Cliff Drive, Hollywood, on June G, 1945, it being pointed out by

- Manuel Seff, a confidential informant of the Los Angeles Office, that the

mseting vas Yy invitation only, that over $3,000 vas raised at- the meeting
and that John Howard Lawson vas .one of those ke reeog:ized m atta’tdance. X&J
(100-24499 59p1l)

ugnat, 19!..5, a h:.ghly reliable confidmtial sonrceﬁ- reported
that Lam:on has been working on a3 book of American history for the past
couple of years. <Lhe source stated that the book was in its final stages
and had been typed into seript and had been ¢ riticized by various people .
including leaders of the Communist Political Asscciation im Los Angeles, ‘

. -among them, Carl Winter, head of the los Angeles CPA. The source also -

.- gald that inquiries eonceming it had also been made by Alex Trachtenberg,

. former National Educational Director of the Commnist Party, and curreatly - -

. a member of the National Committes of the Commini st Party. The source in-. -
‘dicated that since the change in the CP Line as a result of the Duclos . -

article, Lawson has indicated that he was going to take six months off"

from his studio to revise the book. He also told the. informant that the

change in the Commnist Party Line necessitated practi.cally a’ complefta

_ wrechnical Survexllance on the residence of John Howard Lauson @@L)
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futupe expulsicn gt tiis tizs oa controversial issues; this is
- .- factional, rather than my rosponse to published and broadcast
- material. Kowever I am also convinced: that this was merely a
7 "loose way of valling %o impress me with your seriousmess, of
7 wwhich T vas already fmpregsed. o Lt Cciinooo .
© "hdding my personal rogards, and the Hope that not long.from .
"+ nov e shall all be members of a functioning, ‘miIitant, Marxist-
- Leninist vanguard party devoted to the interests of our nation,
~..;the peace of the world, cmd the liberation of ' mankind., -

T ! "ours simeerelys® ol it
LT (200-24499-359. 5 7) Lo L Dy e
. oevo . Subsequently, a hi confidential source: (‘technical surveillance .
on residence of Bruce ifinton) advised that Yinton was very bitter againgb. . .
‘Lawson and- had made it lmown that he was Seut to get Lawson®, This soures '
 indicated that .Minton was of the opinion that the CPA in Hollywood was a
-closed corporatién and that he had referred to Lawson 'as.the “rabbif® of -
. this group who ran it as a "tin god and in & dicbatorial ~fashion®, . Similar
‘repercusgions regarding Lavson were reported by Hervey Gilbert Tolfy; a . 7
- confidential informant of the Los Angoles Office. Wolf. advigsed that-om RN
August ‘1, 1945, he had occasion to talk with a friend.who was a member of - . -
dne;'bf':.t}zsjcnﬁ-wal ‘groups over vhich Lawgon presided. “He said that this- = .. .
~person stated that the rank and file of the cultural groups were not - -
satisfied with the revisionistic policies which Lawson and Blizabeth Glenn
had followed during the previous yesr under the CPA sgt-up,.and ware -~
_ ~desirous of getting rid of ILawgon and Glemn as leaders. Tolf further. =~ _
| . . - revealed that his informant definitely stated that Lawson g the leader . -
== . . ofthe Communists in the cultural fiecld and 4hat he obbained the impression N _
- - that’ Elizabeth Glénn -was Lawson's underling in an organisational capacity. -~ . o -
¢ Wolf ; a’former member of the CPA, stated his informant was very bitter - . . o
. against Lawson and Glenn, not fronm a personal standpoint but from a Marxigt
». standpoint: inasmuch as Wolf's inforrant thought that Lauvson end Glenn had
misled the rank and file CP, nerbers by their leadership and adherence 4o - Do
‘the theory of ‘revisicaism, [A practical example of what ml gt have indicated .
a vendency toward change of Communi st leadership in the motion plcture indu
. Was reported Wy a highly confidential sources who reported ca July 19, 1945,
- Yhat ‘Lawson had just retuxrned from San Francisco and admittedly had not beea
- included in ay inter-Party: discussioas of the motion picture strike; it
‘being noted that the: Communists, prior to the strilte,’ had adhered to a o
' Position of not aiding the strike and had ‘urged its workers to keep the no-
strike policy of their unions.' It is to be observed that im 1946 Riehard j @M

Bransten and hs wife » Ruth McKenny, were expelled from ‘the Communist Pariy

. ‘e

#ectnical Surveillance on the residence of John Hovard Lam_s‘pn..
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. VIIL. OBGANIZATIONAL ACFIVITIES .

. atar 45" 'the, HOLI¥WO |
S ETEL P -:emmm-_cmxzﬁms--cdmﬁﬁmz-‘OF‘.;rB;Eng, SCIENCES AND - -~ -
.+ .. PROFESSIONS (HICCASP), _'_succ'eeﬁeq."w,l.;hglrmgssm- cI’fIZENs

" i HOLLYWOOD DEXOCRATIC COMMITTEE, _

" 0. OP AMBRICA™ -

.o Harvéy 0ilbert Woif; a canfidarbial infornant of the los Angeles |
- Office, ‘advised that the Hollywood Democratic’ Committee was launcked in - . . -

. .January,. 1943, by persons engaged in the motion picture industry, to obtain” ' -
© ~national, ‘state and local legislation easentialtovictory;toclaﬂfy
~_» politieal .,issiie'_isf‘.-and.‘-support candidates ‘best ‘fitted to. 'serve the nation-im- .. -
" wartime and to cooperate ‘with other organizations’ fuhose aims are similar .
- to.our ormng housing" 'fox‘_geféxzae,mrkersg,._ ‘protection. of laboris. rightsy .
... child care, humane treatment of juvenile delinquénts and the -end of negro .
|/ dscrimingtion.’ The sans source: stated on: Pebruary .15, 1944, ‘that-the ains ‘
.+ and'purposes and’ program of the Hollywood Democratic’Committee had- changed. "
_ ,‘vezwl_mat.m_al-lya;- Hei_n_dicatgd that its purposes had £o_z_'mer1y'_,_ham.axclu81we13p SR
Reeiioaly , ub ‘that nov through speeches, public advertisements and sham i
. " Americanisi, it was'attemp ing to jenlist the support -of non=suspecting . - S
o citizens; ‘under the: guidance of the Commi ttee, to exploit names of important =~ -
: . individuals in ‘the furtherance of the Commnist Party line. Zhis informant '
R "i‘.urgh.e_r‘_;s‘tgted ‘that the: program of the '_Hq],}y‘ioodf_'nem,qratic Commi tbes was -
;- .not only parallel: with that of the Communist Party Line but that the organ- . . -
. - Azabion was dominated and, inspired by persons Of a, Comminist .character, .
e " Tt is observed that in June, 1945, ‘the Bollywood Democratic . -
... Commi¢tes became-a section of the Independent Citizens Committes of the: ‘
" Arts;, Sciences and. Professions and that in 1946, 4% became known as the . . .- . -
S .o Progressive Citizens of America, It should also be noted that.this organ=
-~ lzatiom was noY ' connected with the Democratic Party. - (100197270 2)

.. The folloming information with respect b6 the' activitiss oz
., ~Jobn ‘Howard Lawson.relative to the Hollywod Demoeratie: Comnitbes is set G

S ..o ..0n larch 4,0 1943, it was. aseortained by & confidential informant . ..

. of the Los Angeles Office, Harvey Gilbert Tolf, that (he HBollywood Demseratic =~

- ¢ Committee was in its formative stages and a meeting of the group was schodnled . :
. ab.the Hollyweod Roosevelt Hotel for that. evening., This informant attended /AL W

o [Reemtcat survertiance on restsrine o dotm Hovard Lassin. Wy
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.Tthe meeting and a.wmntten report stated “before the meeting began, the ”ﬁ?
- following known.Communists circulated.among those - present.. . They were _gf'-
- acknowledged by the audience: generally which . for- the most part; gathered
around them, .chatted and passed -remarks which would indicate that they.
. ‘were well-known and in-a. sense looked up to.” Among those ‘named by the -
. * ‘informant as being in this category were: John Howard- Lauson and Berbert
‘. Biberman, together with other Hollywood Communists. The purpose of the ~ = .
-, meeting rcportedly'was to elect officers- fon ‘the ensuing year and to adopt T
- a constitution. :-According to the source, the Hollynood Democratic Com- . -
'mittee "will undoubtedly develop into a pcﬁerful Communiat Party'preasure
group in the near future. Using the war effort. and the. inflnence of . pcwar—
ful ‘figures in the motion picture industry, .this organlzation will have a .
... tremendous influence in putting over the Communlst Party Line in Califbrnlc.
- ¢ Further," the source continued, the Hollywood Democratic Committee is. definitely
. +-/a Communist "front" organlzation, and -he asserted that John Howard Lawson: ‘.
.- was among those proposed.at this meeting to. be .considered’ for the Executive
~ <. Board. :. Lawson, accordlng to the’ source, - also was one of: the eight peraons
o 'who donat.ed 325 at the collection dunng the evening.l \ SA
N {(100=24499-234"p 12). : TV FERRE R
T “On beruany 10, ‘1944, the ‘same source was present at a conference»..J:ﬁJic
wca;between John Howard Lawsan and - Fevels Gayton, Negro Vice™ Preaxdent of the' .
..-“California- State CIO. &ccording to the-source, Cayton ‘wanted Lawgon to - s
" .oget Walter © ?Bnger, Motion Picture Prcducer, to approach Helen Gahagan, wifa
S of Helvyn Douglas,-'screen. actor, . to, run’ for Gongress in'-the 15th C:. D.*
. ;.. Lawson said he ‘could- not approach Wanger on it but: ‘that, George.: Pepper,
0 7' through the Hollywood Democratic. Committee, could make' the ‘contact.. Thls
- was only oné of many’. ‘conferences held ccncerning posaible Congressional and” :
W -State Leglslature candidates, and .on NUEerous - ‘occasions Lawson's direction f.ﬁ?l
'*i'and advice was 5ought by :Hollywood" Communists relatlve tc poasible candldates.
i . ~(100-24499-297) _
S In 1944, ‘Harvey ‘Gilbert Wblf .a confidential informant of the ,‘_{,
'Los Angalca Office, adviséd that the entire organizational. strength of the
< - Communist -Party was being throvm.into the. local and. mational election cam='-
..« -paigns and. that_the Hollywood Communists,;Party line’ followers and sympathizers
‘7 were engaged in- this type of activity. . He submitted the. fbllowing report
"ixﬁlth respect to thc Hollywocd Demccratic Gommlttee-' : .

R I j“The Holxyacod Democratic Ccmmittee, which has no cfficial con-
o ® ' . “ nection with- the- Democratic Party, but is the Commmist front
o S... o organization which attempts to speak. for the industry - politically
'and also for the Hollywuod sectzon genarally, 13 raising the sum
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- Hollywood Reporter for June 11, 1945, comtained a full page advertise- ~ .
ment listing the Executive Council of this new Committee, it bging noted
- that John Howard Lawson was named as a member.of the Council, )Cw ..
e T - (100-24499-359 p9) - . v R Y £
- In August, 1945, a highly reliable informant# advised that g
Lawson was continuing his leadership in_ the Hollywood Independent Citizeas @ ..
- Committee of the Arts, Sciencés, and Professions. It was stated that = Lo
George Pepper, Exceutive Secretary of the orgamization, continually obtained
. direction and ‘counsel from lawson' concerning the strategy and policy of the
- groups. The. source further remarked that Lawson had beén very active at this
¢ -+ time in building up the late General Evans F. Carlson, USMC, as a possible - -
-~ ' candidate for U.S. Senator on the cratic Tickeb to fill the seat vacated
by the late Senator Hiram Johnson. )L/Lq R S Lol

- On August D1, 1945, the samé reliable source advised that there .
‘was some interest in having a State-wide meéting to ammounce Carlson's
. candidacy or at least to.discuss it with the DemocFatic ‘politicians from
.. all -over California. -However, Lawson, according to the source, said that - .
" Philip Ccnﬁelly,"'fo:fmer'_Prési_dent_-"o the California State Industrial Union - « ..
. Gouncil, GIN, and a known Communist lyecording to Elsie Konjar, a confidential -
. informant of the Los &ngeles Office,\was of the: opinion that it was not tims
. yet .as EQ Pauley s National Treasuréy of the Democratic:-Party and other -
. forces would try to maneuver to ‘get control of this meeting, . On August 11,
- 1945, the same highly reliable source advised that Lawson was to ‘handle a
. reception for Carlson to be given by -Edward G. Robinsons It was indicated
* - that the Tarnew Brothers, Hotion:Picture magnets and other "big wigs".were =
~-: Yo be in attendance at this reception. It was also indicated by this source -
: at the time that Orson Welles discussed with Lawson the chances of Carlson's
v winning the: election. It was sid. that Welles promised Lawson all he could - -
Ff T to._as_s_'ist‘--_Carlsqp!'s"candidacy s, although of the pérsonal opinion that Carlson -
would be défeatedi(@%?- ' : A S S oo

o On-bugust 8, 1945, the highly relisble source® reported that the - N
- New York City organization ¢f the Independent Citizens Committes of the Arts,
©  Sciences and Professions had ‘continually sought -a closer knit organization
throughout the Uhnited States with a consti tution; by<laws; in additionm to
'  represemtatives from.various cities where tranches were' located. Lawson, R
. -according to the source, subtly fought a.close knit organizstion and desired:
P;© . -instead only the use of the Independent Citizens Comnittee's name, being: T
+ . of the opinion that the Hollywood Independent. Citizens Commi ttee should - Lo
© otherwise remain’ sutonomous. In .a conference with Pete Lyons, an employee - : .
- of the Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions _ = ,
e of New York City, according to the source, Lawson stated that a close knit @)@C
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organization vas premature and could mot be doné without discassioa which R
' discussion should be held at some time after the war. . Lyon ‘sald the New =~ .~ "
" York Office needed more monéy and Lawson reiterated ‘theHollywood Committee -~ -
' was very: poor and did not desire to make any further committments ab the -
.- tife. Lyon was anxiocus that the HICCASP send someone to Vashington or Hew
. York to-give Congressional leaders some tangible evidence of umion between -
- . the Hational organization and the “Hollywood Committeg.: The gource indicated
.. that -Lawson agreed that this wight. be a good thing, ] J100-24499~-364 p7 ) ’

- .. On Deécember 4, 1945, according to.a hig ‘reliable source®
. -the HICCASP held a rally, the theme of which was "Atomic Power and Foreign . . °
.. Palicy". . The official announcements -described this affair as an' attempt to R
".make a realistic approach to the {remendous potentialities of atomic' weapons
-and atomic energy. This rally called for intemational use and inmter-. .
~ national control of atomic energy, and-in this connection, the reliable -
informant. pointed out that Lawsen,

g _ hat Lawson, through George Pepper; Executiwe Secretary -
. . of the HICCASP, carefully guided. the program, It ‘is interesting to cbgerve . . .
-+ that Ned Sparks, President of the Los Angeles County Communigt Party, accord=

.ing to the informant, contacted Lawson regarding this program snd stated -
that he felt more emphasis should be put upon American intervention in China _
.- inasmch-gs that was the main.part of the Communist lines Lawson reportedly - -
-7 agread Y0 this and stated that he would contact’ Georgs Pepper to see’ that NI
. American intérvention in _Chi'xia was given approltriate':'attention %t this rally,@)(@
I

: _ o - \100-24499<369 p2 :
... A highly confidential source* reported in Septeiber, 1946, that Lewson - |
... continued to be active in the affairs of the HICCASP and according o this . - e
source,-he frequently conferred with its Executive Secretary, Alice Hunters
in fact,’this source stated that on July 31, 1946, Hunter contacted Lawson
- oad asked him if it was all right if the HICCASP issued a statemsnt that they
. . .were not under the:influence of the Commmist Party. According to the-
- informant ,” Lauson stated.it would be all right ‘if it Were done “earefully -
. and correctly". 'This informant. further indicated Lawson attends most of
- .the mestings of the Brecutive Council of the HICCASP and through close .
liaison with Hunter, contimued to exert an influential rule in the policy
of this organization. It is noted that shortly thereafter the HICCASP msrged =
 with the Progressive Citigens of America deseribed as a Coriminist-dominated ¢ ../
group by Harvey G. Wolf, a confidential info’rman't of the Los Angeles Office. 6¢ ,

(100-24499-387 p3) . : .

) - According %o articlessppearing im Los ﬁnggle_s_ newspapers the Holly-
- mood Arts, Sciences and Professions Council of the Progressive Citigens of .

" -América held a five-day confercnce at the Beverley ‘Bills Hotel, commencing -
.. Vednesday evening, July 9s 1947. They announced the purpose of the confermnee

_,'E"fechniéal __S.uf?éilla‘n.ce-ch_ *ftie res_ideﬁce of Joln Howard Lamon.j@ C(q o PO
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o 'i'he Holly'n'ood *‘J‘fiters Hobllization, accord:.ng to Har?ey Gﬁ.lbeﬁ-
Wolf, a con.fidential informant of the Lbs Angéles Office, vas'formed very:
‘soon-afver the attack on Pearl- Harbor, Dacember. 7 1941, and wWas established
by persons who were most active in the:lsague 0f American Vriters. . Accord= -
ing*to. mformatmn ccmtained in reports of-the -Joint Fact—ﬁnding Committes;

‘California Legislature, based o information developed in' coinection.tith - .

interviews conducted of" Hollyvwood writers in October, 1%4,, the. Hollynood
~Writers Hobili sat:.on was under the control:of the Com:mnists ‘and-had NURErous -
. éontacts to supply the pictures which are. baing released m t.he l:.berated
' countnes. (100_10221'5-14) S L W _

Coni'ldentlal Informant Wolrj advi.sed tha‘o there %nas a close connecﬂ L

tion éxist-ing between ?.he League of Rmerican 'ﬁntera and the Hollywood S
?Jriters Hobxliza‘ta.ona DELE R S e

% The following data m‘oh respect to Lawson s connections wit.h the
Hollywood m"ltera hﬁobillzauon is set forth to il strate ‘the direction and.
“control exerted over this orgam.zation by Lawson. ’a.'foat. per‘t-inent ini‘ormaﬁ
- $ion developed relative to Latwrson¥s- éonty 1 of: t.his group was: obta:med by a-
hlgh.ly reliable and confidmtial zsourt:e-ZtL 9, ) _ L T T

In Bﬁreh, 194.5, a. highly conﬁdentd.al sourt:e* advised t.hat, thera
recently had been a- ‘strong chﬁerence of opinion between Robert ‘Riskin; .-
‘head of the Dverseas Filn Burea;u, Office -of War: Informgtions ‘Tew York; and:
Philip: umne, ‘head of the "Log: Angeles OFI Fiim Bureau ‘ang. this difference
- of opinion was concerned with scripts whlch had been subaﬂ.tted by: ‘the

. Chairman: of the Hollywood Writers: Hobilizatmn Editorial Board, discussed

. this matter.with ‘John: Howard ' Lawson, * Buchman adnsed that he had conferred
‘ - with Riskin who informed Him that Philip Dunng’ had:: ‘gone overhoard on the so=.:
8 . ecalled “contnved" films (films based on fiction. or’ so-called ‘drematic ‘in= -

.‘group that this was the type of film OWI, desi.red to. pmdace. ) Following

‘ " tion had gone’ ahead and -done script.a of this type and as.a result: mgy, of the
;' ~seripts had been under fire by the New York Office of the OWI, where. R:.ski.n
- was in charge. It was further. pointed out that Riskin was strong for
. documentary I‘ilms since he felt a responsihihty to the sﬁate Department ;
" and further that misrepresentations were bound to" arigse out of. dramatic =
- incidents in the "contrived® films thus making them move. Svulnerablet. The
.gource stated that both Lawson and Buchman. agréed that “this contmversy
. b:atwaen Dunne ‘and ‘Riskin-would éffect the Bollywood Writers.Mobilization,
" which they control,; sinee most of the script.a mlrea@' completed wculd have
R be rEdone ((100—102217-—13) - e r ﬁ_,m ——
¥ 7.
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 Hollywood Writers Mobilization, This source ‘indicated ‘that -Sidney’ chhﬁian; ey

" cidents).. Dunbe had- apparently instructed.the Bollywodd Writers Hobilization 1
. Dunne's instruet.ionsg according Yo the:source, the ‘Hollywood Triters L‘:ohiliza-- i
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- G. LEAGUE OFMERICMLHRITERS ' . L

« - . Ehe League of American Vriters, according to Harvey Gilbert Wolf, ~ -

. a confidential informant of the los Angeles Office; was originated in L

- {prkov, Russlay in Novembér, 1930, and in the United States in 1935,
This informant indicated that the Hollywood: Chapter of the League of -,

" American Uriters was formed in the fall of 1935, the purpose being to _ L
bring the uriters employed in the motion plicture industry under the ia=~ - .
fluence of the league of American Uriters and' the Comminist Party, USa,
it being pointed out that this League was the foremost front organizatiom .
operating in the so-talled cultural and intellectual fields. . R

- R (100-102217-7X) . . R
: . . The source stated that the Congress of American Revolutionary Ce
- Uriters formed the League of American Uriters, it being pointed qut that. - -
-, the latter organization was declared subversi by the Attornsy General
' on Nay 5, 1942, ' ' S N

v

oo Additional .information relative to the Communist dmracter of - L .
the League of American Writers was set forth hergtofore in connection

| uith the Section entitled "Joint Fact-Finding Committeés; California

o Legislature",. T o E oo el TR e

. . There is set forth hereinafter Lawson's connection with the Leagne .
~ as vell as data demonstrating the control and direction which he exerted -

over this organization. ' The most pertinent information in _this regard was

obtained from:a highly confidential and reliable smrc,eﬁ.@ﬁ[g_ SRR

. On March 25, 1939, an article .a@ppeared in the Peoples World -
entitled "Hollywood Writers ask Emtry for German Exile". The article
: stated that the recently organized Hollywood Branch of the League of
- American Uriters-was taking the lead in demanding that the State Depart- . -
- - ment permit the entry of Frederich Wolff, famous exiled German dramatist -
- .and film seript writer, The wire sent to the State Dgpartment was I
., slgned by John. Howerd Lawson, among othersi " (617541-278X12)

.. In Jume, 1941, an article appeared in’ the Daily Worker éﬁtitied"’_"-.- S
: "Writers Open Congress with Peace Rally™. . It vas stated that some of .
.~ America's best knoim novelists, poets, artists and literary eritics raiged -
‘ - their voice against war snd colonial oppression at the rally of the -Fourth-
. American Writers' Congress. John Howard. Lawson was listed as being one of .
' the speakers. + " (100-31091 SubA) IR ' L o _
.. On December 28, 1941, Valter Teter, 4524 Cold Water Canyon Avenue, ,
Horth Hollywood, California, a-confidential informant of the Los Angeles @ﬂ

,I ' : Eﬁ'éétnzical_”&grveililanc_é'oﬂ'the 'nésidr;e. _Cif ‘_idlm" Hwardhmm:]@w '

o R T "CPRET
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_ LT The Jamary,, 193’7,, issue of the “Labor B’afmder“ pubhahed mnth]y
L tgr 'hhe Intérnational dabor Defense, 80 East 1lth. Street; Nev York Civy, td.th
\'. - Willam L. Patteirson and Sacha Small as editors, listed dohn Hovard Lawson:

.. © as being on the Editorial Board.. A highly confidential and deliéate sourca
,\ . -4n 1945 identifled Sasha M as 2 member of .the then ﬁomnnist Palitical

o ggsoeiatlon.:; Iz(1oo-r7319—3 p7)

- ' "'Iti_'Fehmaf‘?s 193’7 9 the fomation of the &mexican Soeiety for
T 'i’echnical Aid“to Spanfish Demcraey with' ten@omry quarters at 3 East Z'?th PR T
4. Stbeet, HNemYork City, office of the Vew Hasses, was-announced by Walds Frank e

|- novelist and lacturer. The officers were listed .as John 'Howard Lm;raon
o Secretary, and mnam Browdm', T‘reasumro - (100—1469-31 p19)

L-‘ ' In 4 lettex' dated Bacembar 3, 1938, :i.ssned by the Hatlonal Com-' b
. mittee for Péople's Rights,. formerly. the Hational Committee. for the Befense '
| . . of Political. Prisonérs;- 216 Clark Building, . Blrmngham, Alabamap dohm .. o
clo Howard Lawson was listed as treasmrer of the organizat.iom : (61-’?5 59-3385 xl) REETRRA

S Gonfidential Ini‘ommt Wo' H, Leatharas '"-formarly an’ informnt of

« the &tlanta Fielg’ Division, informed' in July, 194¥ ;° that the Mational -

- Committee for the .Defensé of Political Prisoners- ~and-the International I.-.abur
' ( re both Comamn: ront. or _ ' -closely associated
a‘nd'were cmated by the Party to handle and protect’ com*ades who' became - .
. %0 seize upon thoge cases where. the Party N
> can secure publicity, According to the. informant, the International . ‘Labor . ., YA
'} . Defense has.close contact m.t,h the, mrkers and is usually operated by the o
I mi.ddle class of paople (100_3_33 Sec 2 ;,er._3) =

R * On the, Back: of,a'pampmm published in 1940 by the Jeish’ Peaplavs Fn
_‘l_'.\coramittee 5.100 Fifth’ ‘Avaiue; Netw Tork City, ent:s.t.led “For United Action in

?' e St —=oeaitism and s @ppears a list of the g nmrs
/ of this or ganizatiom The name of John Houard Lm:rson is included. 4
) 3 confidential source of the Hew York Office has stated ¢ % The "OTHER |
‘ eople‘s comm.ttee is a Commnns.st*insp:.red group..-. (100_11 380-16 p4-b; -

' 61-7590=40,
In the Peoples Baily World for June 1'? 1%1, _ arhicl?asgappiags
\ att'mld.ng the Federal Bureau of- Investigation in the i’erm of statements of o
‘Various membeérs of. the Citizens. Commi ttee for Harry Bridges relgased by the i
Committee hea adquarters at 1265, ‘Broadway, New York City. . Included"améng R A
individuals . «commenting’ on ‘the ¢onduct of the, Mdges ‘heéaring and the ~setivitles ' -
- of the FBI was John Boward Lawson,: “lenight and screen t:rritar“, A

(39-915-1382) - ,,.,
A L % = RS
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LB A confi,dantial BCULCD (tmah cowmga on’ ofﬁm or ‘Labor Reaeamh
.&smiatim, 80 Tast 11th Strect,; How York City) advised that John' Howaxd
.. “layeon was o spongor. of the Schappes: Defonae . Comnidtes which was foundsd
" 4n How York City in July, 1941, to raico funds for and help prosecute the
defense of Norris: Ue Schappes former City college instructor vho wag - e
- sextonepd o @ prison temw in the State Pamtmutiary for perdiry arising cm:
of & 1941 inquiry into Communism in educational institutions, The emprose -
parposa of thé Cormidtee as set forth inone of ite pamphlets was "o help
- ‘progocute tho legal dcfenaeg 20 scquadnt the labor novenmmt, tho-oducational .
world ‘and tho general public with ¢he issues involved in-this case, t0 ralse’
-mmia for the: d@i‘:anaa rmd to’ halp .sehameslggp g@%hthoaa depen&eni: uron hﬂmo
=29=3l pg:L
. On D@mbw 19,, 19&1,, aeecmﬁng to @ highly mnﬁdmtinl eourceﬁ
on unknmm porson contacted Leweon’e wife to tell her of:ia very "pethetic
f1 0 tolegran® vecoived fyom Bduward Bawsiy, ‘head of the Jodnt Anti-Tagedst
- Rofugoe Corziittoee, it being roted that Barsky wag. recontly given 8 Jail
. eontenso for rofusing to produce the. yecords. of the JAFRC for the Houss s
 Tnwfmerican dctivities cm&w@o hccuz'ding tﬂ the inf’ommt.g %iﬂ t@l@n SR
: grmmmiaa i’ollm , _ - o '

, «szm ‘R} GI’? mm .&WTI-E’A%IS’? ‘-E.G}PL? {Bﬂ Tﬂv Isﬁ&? BQ&T m LA ‘
oF mﬁm, srmn LOMEY. AT GREATES? FOSSIBLE SACRIFICES" . .--:_1 AR
© 0T 100=204499-76. pg 10 ) RSN
B ‘on. Janmary 16, 191;3, a highly confidentisl goures’ (%ehn&c&l AL
a mnlme on residencs of Herbert Bibemman) reported thed Biberman wes _

- gongulted concerning & lettor lssued by Mr. Eemits, National Seorctary R
Haticnal Poderation for Conobitutional Libderdies, adviaing thot %hw cmem
ups starting a campsipn agsinst the Dies smttm and wanted the Hollywood
poopla 20 do sonething eboud: it, -Although the informant was wnable o .
aseortain the name of the man with whom Diberman congulted on fhis date, '
4¢ wos dotempined by andthor Mghly confidential sourcod on Jermary 18, 19143,

‘ . that John Hooard Loweon hed directed Elissboth Leach 2o pick up this latior
B  from Dibetman. It 3o noted that Elizebeth Lpach wae the Orgenizer of the
. - THorthrost Secbion, Los Angoles County Copmmmict Party at the timo, I should
- - b noted that the ﬁaﬁenal Fedoration for Constitutional Libortieo was .
d@ﬁlﬂfnﬁ ed gubversve byt'the Attomey. Gemr on July 31, 19L1, in that it omea
- within ica7 . 0f the Hateh
tho. pury - 100-2hu99-23h g 17

‘. . On Yapch 12, 19h.3, 4% was mvmr%ed by Harvey Gilbert Wolf, &
" 'coni‘iﬁantial ini‘omant of the Loo Angeles Office; that Herbard Bibemanp,
. CGele Sondorgonyd, Fdiayd Bibernan and his wife Scnja Dohl, Yrse Eva _
© Piberman, Anthony Ellis and ilsllen Bllis, his wife, would all attend the : '
- Joing Anbi-Pascist Refugee Cémittee rally held at *the Philpnrmonic Auditoriume -
1% was poirr&.@d cut that Sonja !ﬁbaman was. t.he for-me? Bollywaod Chaimana ' :

e Er@chniml Wllanc@ on. the maicwme of John Hm‘rarﬁ )\

”"5 ” | B I S CRET
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%o bear in this regsrd.’ During Yhe conversation, according to' the
~informant , it was pointed out that ‘the Los Angeles -Section of the Free
“World Aséobiujbion had not as yet revoked Point #1 of its Alms and Pur- -

'cilmular digtributed by the American Youth for ‘Democracy, 1567 Broa i-.#

" .'The name. of John Howard Lawson appeared as a sponsor on a’

Detroit, Hichigan; dated December 20, 1945.

SRCEATE E
- In November, 1945, according to & highly confidential souicek, -

' Lawson conferred several times with Mildred Raskin, ;&eéu'ti.;v;e' -'_Se;cretax_'y‘__
- of the People's Educational Center, “described as the-organization created.
‘and dominated by the Commnists to spread Commnist philosophy, and these

-conversationsmde it clear that lawson was becoming concerned over the . .. |
35000 or 84,000 which he personally had guaranteed for this organization o

 in the way of printing hills and incidental expenses. The same source. .

o indicated that Lawson felt that the :orga.tri.'zafai,_'_o"n was not’ going-to .be able .

0. repay this money-to him. During the game period;. the. same source was . -
Present, when ‘Lawson conferred with Waldo Salt, Communist screen writer, -

- Pegarding ways and means-of -raising $5,000 for the benefit of the People's .

~+  Educational Center. Lawson also advised this informant that he wag planning
Yo take a hand in the reorganization of the staff of the People's Educa=

% think that the personnel was .-
¢/ ) (100-24499-369.p3). .~

tional Center, . comnenting that, he did
organi zed in the most effective ;ZWZ. ; -g - @

aeeordmg %o & pamphlet

 John Hovard Lamson, togethor mith Albecs toger and other invited lecturers,

were 1o be the instructors at the.course entitled 5The American Democratic
Tradition®, an eight<week course, tuition $3. The course was to be given

' .. .at the Unitarian Church ;. 2936 ?I@si:-tSth-Stregt',ﬁ,‘.l;ips'ﬁngeles_, Of all the .
. courses taught at the Workers School, according to-this pamphlet, this was -

the only one .not being taught at the Workers School proper located at 212
West 3rd Street, los geles. This course, according to the. booklet, -*pill -

. bea lecture course dealing with deeisive periods in the history of cur . . _
- .nmation; the.demecratic ‘conditions’ throughout the devebpment' of our people. -

< Beginning with the colonial period, the course will trace the growth, protlems -
~ and developments ‘of the American tradition during the period of the Civil War

and reconstruction; it will deal also'with the agrarian Ppopulist movement, -
the First World War and the present war for national survival® o It is to be

~-noted that thig is not the same course that was: glven by Lawson at the schopl -

sued by the Los Angeles Torkers School, .

. for the.Leage of American Writers entitled ’F-ﬂur;'Democratié‘__ﬁeritage"_a -The los ,' PP

s ‘Angeles Horkers Schaol, founded in 1939, “according to the pamphlet, bas -
- studies.on the various teachings "in social scienceos . Marxism.. . the theory and

' -praetice_of-the‘mrking- class and the people’s movement thr.bughout'lﬂ;stbry“.

- The entire Board, of Pirectors of the Workers School are ‘Communists, according

10 a confidential infarmt,_ﬂawey:silbart-wou, who also indicated that

¥his school is the ‘educational Plant for the Comminists in Los Angt)al

v .

[Nw 45838 “DocId:32338872 ~-Page 45

E{‘féchnical Surveillanceon the reai@en;é of John Howard Lawson. || g

és its

s County.

e OO?QM99?234j




r'._ T T —-——.:-- —.-.—.-.r-; rr X

L The above referred to pamphlet al : :'stated t.hat rwecently, ina
speech of t.hr,ee hours. at’ the. "People's Educatmna}. cmter John Hmafard e
L‘awsen made such statementsass T e ._‘.._ .

Vo "American policy is tha.-same' as it was at Versaﬁles; t.o
destroy demcracy wharever ii-. appears. HER b)

' -“The Eiarxist '-'-theory 13 i'-t.

: only sound basis for-i' histary 2.
teaching. R EU A

. ':"“i’he Volce of Wmes i t.he _.voice *of' ene of the xnast. selﬁsh _ S
-._monopolies in t.he world today. (100_24499_3 Lyt

B The Dai],y People‘a World i.ssue of: September ,.3. - 1946, car.‘nea an e
L an article that the. 'LosiAn gelaa G}mpt.er of thée National Hegro Congress - moald
. .. _convene on Septeuber’22, 1946, for a mass. ‘mesting called . for the over ali -
o -.-,.endnrsement of the Faa.r mploymen_t Pract.ices Act. Accorﬂmg to t.his arb:.cle,
7l John Tripp McTernan: hdd. been- selected to 1ead a: panel. discussion on the topﬂ.c S
v tPolice. Brutality“, A similar ‘article was' caz'ried in the California Eagle, . '«
" Hegro newspaper ‘publishéd in Los. Angeles by one'Charlotta Bass, 'a prominent L
. -Communist Party line; follower, - reﬂecting that “this National Negro Congress . .. '
- .would meet at 4016 South Central Avenue on’Sunday, Sept.ember 225 X946, - Speakers
. “ligted at this meeting included John- Howard Lawson, motion p.icture writers
.+~ "Colonel” Jamea:,Rooaevelt *“i’hillip\A. Lonnelly; - Williau Bidner,: Blecutive Secretary
Co j.-._-."--':'of %‘iohll:.zata. n’ fo:- Bemcra@, and &lbart Eeks:er, motion p:.cture a.ctor. S '
k y . i f'?'? 29135_29 pB) o OTHER 4
e In Hovber 1946, [ l'a former. oonﬁ.dential informmt '
: ',-'oi‘ the Ioa Angeles Office advised.that John Howard lawson was' ‘President of -

.~ Yhe lincoln Commnity. Book Center and that Waldo. Salt; a Imown - Comtnd st
.7~ according to a highly. delicate: ‘and jreliable source,- is Vice President. The B
- informant’.also ascertained that the bank account of the lincoln: Commnit.y
o Book Center. will mbstantiate Lawson's presidency ‘and .another: high.‘.ly ‘eon~-" o L
- fidential ‘sources has- ‘described this organization as the, adndniatrata.ve
. .. apparatis for the Iipeoln : Y :
‘_ in Honmdﬁj L B

RS . Informant. |:l an employee of the Security First Hatinnal Bamk
R .of Loa .ﬁngbles, ‘has - ‘advised ‘that Lawson -hasg contmtmted considerable sumg of -

. .. money . to" the- following orga:ﬁsations, sometim,es in the amount of over $19000
: per month* : 2 R x ) o

Hollywood Eemacratic 'C,ommittee v L e ﬂ o -
Hollymd Independent Citiza;s mmm,ee_of E.rts, Giences’ ang |

Pro.f’ession
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st-dominated -~ - -

© " 205 East.42nd Street, New York City, issued a public statement in support of the -

~@ven by. the Amsrican Youth for Democracy; a ‘lnown Comminist: don
» . group;. on December 12; 1945, at. the Hotel Rooseveltiy. New York City. The - -
- - tribute to the contributions of the young men -and_women of our armed forees =

~8nd to dramatize the post~war problems of youth®, - ' :

. %In the gtudio labor organization, the comrades had only

- mixed success. The painters’ union went over to the side of
 the revolution, The Screen Writers' Guild joined the Popular .-
. Front; despite trave attempts of the Authors® League of America
o wrest the Hollywood ‘section from the Stalinist grip. In the

firious fight against:the 'fascistst=meaning anyone who.objected-'. . .t

o to Commnist domination=Donald Ogden Stevart. acted as general=: =
issimo with such fine liéutenants as Dudley Nichols, Frances .
Hackett, Humphrey Cobb, Dalton Trumbo, Irvin Shau, Tess Slesinger,

.. Sam Ornitz, Frank Scully, Oliver H. P, Garrett, Lillian Hellman, ', ' -

- ‘Boris Ingster; John Howard Lewsori, Lost r Cols,. Joel Sayre, and ..~

. Hedaline Ruthven," . (100-34499-66 53) . e L

" Discontimued Technical Surveillance on megmemmﬁmf@ ok

T TR R TR (sl sg)
. In March, 1945; the National Federation for Congtitutional Liberties

+ - aray order making Commnists and Commmnist Party sympathizers eligible for: -
-+ Aray Commissions. It was stated that "the basic consideration is not the -
- propriety of the man's opinions, but his loyalty to-the United States". The

- statement of the National Federaticn for' Constitutional Liberties was éndorseq

: . by numerous people and the name of Jolm Howard Lawsoh, playwright, Hollywood,
- 8ppeared on this list. It is'noted that the National Federation of Constitu-

T ..:giga; Liberties was declared subversive by the Attorney Cemeral in July,

" mas ‘quoted as saying:

'.. . has been completely suppressed®.. - .

(100-1170-298) - - S R )
According to the Jamary 30, 1946, issue of the Daily Worker, Lawson

r want, very mich to d‘enzo:ist.‘t'ats_with.mrticularf‘ emphasis the role. |
. of the Negro in American 1ife. Since oup bistory has been written

| e '_%Wﬁte“histoﬁazis and since no influential ones have been from . . . -

the South, the contribution of the Negro people and their leaders

ibontan, 2 thls artléle, Lauson ves described'as foms of Amert ca¥s oitstanding .
. historians, author of the authoritative ‘theater and technique of playwriting, = = .
.- and.a successful. ‘a‘gx!ean.'_,m-j._’oe'_iﬂ..- ST - B SN S

i3 : o .1'09";.24.499:--'3."?1“;’152 ) S

ty v L BT ST
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_ On Petwuary 7, 1947, according to a highly confidential source# -
. Lon Harris, 4215 Troost Avemie, North Hollywoodj California, a free lance =
writer and producer &s well-as a known Gommunist, contacted John Howard - ... }
Lawson' and"t0ld Lawson that he was leaving for ‘BEnglend at the end of 4k
- month. The source advised that Lawson and Barris are close friendsa@_
+ . ~this same .regardpn Felruary 14, 1947, another highly confidential source,
: @ (38 crophone] surv&lllance on the Soviet consu'late,los &ngél“eszﬁrep'c':rbed‘ B
iy at Lou Ha¥ris ¢called at the Russian Vice Consulate in Los 4ngeleg and SR
' - Yhere met Rugene Pavlovich Tumantsev, Soviet Consul}¥FHarris an mantsev Fo
talked for approximately one hour during: which time Harris pointed out’ that ‘
.~ the writers in the motion picture industry had a very Adifficult time pre~' -
' senting progressive ideas" in their stories inasmich as the producers were
: %i;k.to delete them. - Harris commented that he was leaving on Felruary 26,
h

for Fondon from New York City on a tusiness tri d asked Tumantsev .
thor he ‘shoula. gl Y _ _ ¥ asked vsev

, : 3 y and see what. happens® or apply immedi * for a-
,k\ ' "~ visa to enter:Poland)mOa g PALY 1 ' %ﬂy or a-

andlz0According to the. informant,:Harris: and{@umantsev - L
appeared quite congenial gnd the latter evinced egnsi.derahié interest in the -
" motion picture 1ndnstry 7@\ (100<240334~6) .. T LT :

' L. ' AR I -’il:;\'&’.}?{; _ e * o : _' _'I' : ' : " .t .
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ﬁammy @ilh@rt ﬁolf, 8 canﬁden%iai infmt nf the kos J.’sagaiaﬁ

L Aﬁfﬂee, er&abed that ot & lecture im June, 1.943, before & school of the- &@m@

“of ismsricas Vrites, Davson a%a%e& that on the w that ‘Sasco and Tenzottl

- were executed in msaachuae%s.\ Angus® 27, 3\92'5"e he, Laveon hed boon e¥rostod

in Beston for picketing the State Capitel. Uitk vogard $o thin self-adnidted

' arrest of fewsen, the informant stated that Eaveon tecome o labor pgitater

meny yeers ago end vent to Birniaghom, ﬁlaham to par’sisipa.t@ in a strilke _
.ia the steol mille in that eity in 1934, According to confidential info¥mant

| . Harvey Gilbert Wolf, lavson vas errested on May 1%, 1934, on & chevge of

‘eriminal 1ibsl groving out of an article which was written by Lovsos in $ho

- Ohaily, torkor?, Wev York City Commanist nefmpaper, &afen&iag a @ommia%

organiser, Hareld Rolston. It is observed %hat Lawson®s FBE nambe? Lot
3021790 =2nd that his record in this vegard roflects that he wna a?r@sfsaﬁ in

. Birpinghen on Moy 17, 1934, by the Birminghaa Police %partmen% oa %he eharga

‘of being & Commmaist. Te was mlee.ae& on %he nme d@, -
- (100-24499-156 pp 69 & 70):

officer Ea.rlens;af ‘the mmin@m i’anee napartmnt w}.ateﬂ %ha
folloving information With regard %o the asvrest of lavsom in Birmingham, -

Algbema, May 17, 1924, Harless snid that he reeslled $hat the police broks

up o Comimnist meeting ab wvhieh Imwson vae present wnd that Dovson wos:Sheg
turned over to Officer J. '§. Hooor and Officer P. €, Cole vhs were mﬂligg o
Commmni st notters ab the time for the Bimminghen Poliss napaﬂmm%a g

_this comnection Captain 6. L. Millens of the Birminghem Police Mpwme- e A

o stated that Davson was ‘defonded dy & lawyer named Barold Ealoton from Tev E’ork.

: ‘information regarding Alexsnder Z. Rascolinm, reporicdly elso erreatod vl

Ho algse recalled that a women named Jeme Specd, o vell-lmova Cermmnisd.
organigor, was also present at the meeting at vhich Zauson was maata& ‘-E’ha
records of the Birminmghom Pelics Deperbment further revonled the fbllm&ing’

Bausons “E?h.ta man ip’an Internationmal Iabo¥ Defense Attomey fean Wew” E‘om
ﬁity. He el very active in 1934 snd 1935 in- Birminghan and wvas arrésbed: W '

"' ‘the Birminghan Pelice on May 17, 1934. Uhile in Birminghem, ho coatosted

seveorel lewyers im an offort o sscure thely servicos in resding. parks > SRR
the Internaticasl Iabor Bsfsxwe. Zhis pap 46 very high in the. @@mmist i?asrtyo
Eis Biminghmn poliee num’her ia 3‘:125-26589“. (10%24499:-1'?7) o

‘E‘he Hew York Qims morgue em%ainaﬁ two wticlsaa rm&ing ﬁm

= a??ss% of Lawscon at Biminghamt Alabemn. Theé first article dated dly 6,

'’ 1934, roflgcted that lewson wae arrested en that date snd released nsider: ‘b@a@‘

of -9300. %o cppear in Recorder®s Court the following Gey. The crresh ‘failoﬁeﬂi"fs
& conforenes between Ur. Yavson and five other New Yorkers and V.. 0.; Qmsp

Gammlssi@ner of Public Safety at Gily Hell. Phe artiicle further rovonled . .
‘that.on May 17, 1934, Lavson vas taken- inte custody by polies, fingﬁsrprinte&s"-- :

| .-phato@aphaa ond relessed. PThis arsicle, referreod to chbove, dated ley 16, :

1934, o' sl8o in the Wevw York ¥imss filesn. ‘Ehe charges, i mnﬂaee%im with

.8 pnhlieatioa Shat appsama in" tho Mly 'Efof'ker in vhieh'a misﬁemeamr eamx‘i‘v

(.
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