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___.Sahara, 194}’ al Count-erat‘back, 19456

’am‘.umens m.mmu mwsom:___

in 1919, this marriage terminating in &ivorcs in 1925 and resulting in one
sone lawgon is preséntly married to Susan Edmund ‘fa¥son from which. marriage

a gon and a daughter have resulted. lLawson, according to the book,. claims.

he is a member of the Couneil of the Authors League. of America, a former
President of the Screen ?&'itara Guild and a member of the League of | -

_' ' American 'ﬁ'.‘riterm i

Fwther, olippings in,eluﬂtad in tha almnni filea of the Wﬂliams '

R college revealed the following itema-

L Oetaber 15, 1936, Tawson ¥as on the Adviﬂory Board of the
Dramatist Play Service, Inc., 938 Eaat 38th Street, New York City; .
established by the pramatist Guild of the Authority Teague of Americas..

March, 1936, mmon tegtified before the. House Patents Committea Hea.ring fdr '

the. Dramatist Guild of Ameriea. in oppoa:.tion to the: Duffey Bill designed
t0 modernize. the 1909 copyright lawde - In May; . 19375 he produced a play
entitled "March Song" dealing with 8 aitndown strike in an auto factory

“Fhe home address of Lawson was given ae 2270 Laurel Canyon Boulevard,

Holdywood, California; business address 7210 Santa Honica Boulevard, .Los

Angeles; ‘permanent . addraas Horiches 5 Long Ialand; oucupation, playwright,
f(100—24499-229) o

Whote Who, 1946-194'? raflacts that Lawson alao wrote Succaas Story,

- 1932-' 'Tha Pure ifi Heart, 19343 G@ntlawmann 19343 Marching Song, 19375
' Theory and ‘Téchnique of Playwriting; 1936, - It was also sald that re_cant-

motion pictures of Lawson were Action. in t.he Harth Atlantic, 1943,

EPE

T 48 bo be noted, that Iam:on is preaently a f‘raa lanca writer anﬂ
hig most. reoent. motion picture :‘..s “Smash ﬁp; o _ _

GOEMUNIS‘I‘ PART'I mﬁﬁﬂ

'I'ast:.fying hafora the Joint- Fact-Finding cmittae, (hlifornie.

Le islaiure,, in the fall of 1944, Tawson; ‘under cath, denied that he was a
memboer of the Communist Party. -However, a reliable informant idantified
_ Yawson as a member of the Communist Party dn’ 19/1"and has stated that

lawson is @ vgommunist Party member; a. playsn'ight, and a’' leader -of the -
nist Party fraction among. the artigts ‘of all varieties ‘in Hollywooda"

"..D:Lscontinued paid confidential. informant "of TA office,: -William Hymes. L&B)

In ‘a’ sworn. gtatement: which,Rﬁna. Vale gave: t0. the Joint. Facb«

. Finding Committee, ‘California Legislatirey. John Howard fawdon Was identii‘iea
‘ a.s a mamber Qf.‘ the COImnuniat Party. ‘She. atat-sd that he was ac‘t.iva in
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Communist circles in Hollywood when she was in the Communist i—*&rty and that
in Communist meetings, Lawson had stated that Communist propagands must be
integrated into all screen plays.

‘ ligotings of the Plensry Seesions of the National Committes of the
Communist Party were held on June 28 and 29, 1941. Willism Z. Foster,
-James @, Ford, Alexander Bittelmun and “"numerous other high ranking
Communist leaders'were alleged to be in attendance and John Howard
Lawson was alleged to have attended those mestings as & delegate
from Californiaqleno furnished to Chicago Office by Col. Valter L.
rep of the Carnegia Ill, Steel Co. 100-24499-3) :

In 1941, the Communist Party was in the process of realigning
its Districts throughout the couniry as well as reorganising its
structural setup. District Fo. 13 was to include all of the States
of California and Hevada, and ‘was to have centralized offices at
12) Halght Streot, 3an Francisco, as well as in Los Angeles. The.

San Prancisco 9ffice of District Ro. 13 was to be headed by Steve Felson

Fubershaw,

and Betty Gannett was to be the Organizational Secretaxry.

. John Howard Lawson and Herbert Biberman were to control the .
Iﬂm‘ml work in the Hollywood Area. (Confidential informant OTHER 4
': of Chicago Office. 100-16227-20 p 5).
| - In 1941, data and information from Mexico City to Mew York and
I return was allegedly handled by a courier system with a person named
- Kathryn Burke being Chief Director of Courier Operations. She
reportedly acted as e contact for Gale Sondergaard, wife of Herbert
Biberman, Director and Producer; and close associate of Johm Howaxd Lawson,
:l who handled the material at Los Angeles. All material from -
|

Los Angeles and the Pacific Coast being sent io Kew York City was
carried by John Howard Lawsen who reportedly made frequent trips to
Bew York. Allegedly when Larson arrived in New York, Hew

York, be immediately went to the office of the League of American
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guldance of the Committee, o exploit names of important individuals in the
" furtherance of the Comminist Party line. It has been stated “that
the program of the Hollywood Democratic Committee was not only parallel with
that of the Communist Party line, but that the organization was dominated
and inspired by persons of a Communist character, including John Howard
Lawgon. (Confidential Informant Harvey Gilbert Wolf of the Los Angeles
_ ~Office.) (106-197270-2) . |
e According to articles appearing in the Los Angeles newspapers,
| the Hollywood Arta, Sciences and Frofessicns Council of the Progressive
' Citigens of America, formerly known as the Hollywood Democratic Committee,
- held a five day conforence at the Boverly Hills Hotel, commencing Wednesday
evening, .July 9, 1947. they anmounced that the purpose of the
conference was to examine current restrictions on media of expression
- in the United States, and that the theme of the conference was '
f MIhought. Control in the United States."™ ur, Roward FKoch, writer
f and former chairman of the Hollywood Writers Hobilization and
i author of the screen version of- "iigsion to Moscow," reportedly
i introduced John Howard Lewson as one of the main speakera
on the program. Koch identified Lawson aa one of the country's
j foremost scholars and one who had just completed a four volume "History
I of the United States.® (100-24499-401) o o

: The Hollywood Writers Mobilization was formed very soon
after the attack on Pearl Harbor, on December 7, 1941, and was
; - egtablished by persons who were most active in the League of
I . Amerlcan ¥riters. According to information contained in reporis of
‘f © the Joint Faot-Finding Committee, Culifornia Legislature, based
| en inforpation developed in connection with interviews conducted
. of Hollywood writers in October, 1944, the Hollywood Writers
I lHobiligation was under the control of thie Communists and had numerous

contacts to supply the picturez which were being released in the

liberated countries. (100-102217-14) - '
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TR 5, t}n the baok or 8. pamph.n.st publxahad ﬁ.n 20 Ly .,
BECRA -'_;People‘a -Commi ttes; 100 Fifth ‘Avenve; New York f'i.'t;, antltlad
= "For United Action in'the Struggle .&gainst ‘anti<Semitisnand’

" Fagelsmy® appears -4 1ist of the sponsors of this: ox*gamimtionu :

'iha name of John Immrd Lawaon is includedo S Fe L

[~ . o It. hau heen chargm:i that ths Jewiah "aoplp 's Bammitteeg
Foesn e which davalowed into. tha current o‘rg,animi.ion knowmas_the Amarican _
< Jewsh-Labor Council; was a Communist inspired Eroups, ( | con
R Jmormant of NY Officé)" (100-11;80—16 i 657 61575502077 7 '
Jlen TR T I the Péoples| Datly World. For June A75°194); an . article appcaara
AU _.at.tadting the Federal Bireau of Investigation in- the form of statements - -
.. of various menbers of the Cltizens-Cormitiod for: Harry Bridges released .
by the Cormittes hgadquariers at 1265 Broadway, New York City. Included -,"
, " among ‘individuals commenting on the conduct of the Bridges hearing T
L. and the activitiéa of the FBI was -John Heward Lawaon;. “Flayurlght '
TR LSRR and scman 'czrltsr.“, (39~01)—1°82) .

OTHER

- LTI, hae baen alleged that Jcbn fiicfemrd L&wson was, a .
sponaor of the Schappes Defense Committee which was. founded in,
- Mew York -City in July, 1941; 1 raise funds for amd help prcsocuw
- the defense of Xoryis Us. Schﬁppes former Cily Collaga instructor .
. who was sentenc¢ed to & prigon terim in the State Penitentiary. for
- perjury arising out of a 141’ mquiry into Compmunism in . - -
L+ educational institutions. - The: express purpose- of."the Commities .
" ag'set forth in. one of'lis pmphlets wag. "o nelp\,pmsecuta the “
':',-'.‘Lagal defense; to- acquaint the labor movament; ‘the-educational’ mrld oad 100-2 34
- the genheral public with the {ssues imvolved .in this: cdse; to raiss fands -0 p 0L
- for the: ‘défenge and 0 help Schappss support thope dependent’ wpon himo®. - EEE
(mash coverag,e ‘on office of Labor Research Association, 80 E 11th: St. NYC) .
_ “‘ha name of John Howard Lawson appaamd ag & sponsor on &
S c‘ircular digtrimuted by the American Youth for: Damocrao;ra 1567 Eraa&wayg
L .:Detroitg F&ﬁchu,an,-'dawd December 209 1945"' g
R (61 77 7-15-279) : . ' . i
According t,o a pamphlet issued by.;tha Loa hngelas Fiorkem_'Suhoolp. .
C -John Howard Lawsor, together with Albert ¥alts and other: invited lecturevs, '
' were to be the instructors at the course ent.itled;. "7he American Damocrat-ic:
. ‘Tradition,” an eight week course, -tuition {3, -~ The courso was to be given
" at ‘the Unitarian Churoh, 2936 West 8th Streat; Los Angeles. Of all ths -
_.-{couraes mu@,ht at the’ ‘ﬁ'ax‘kera Schfols accor&ing, ta t.his pamphletp
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Test 3rd stremt, Log Angles. - This courgo, according to the boo!:iet, vill :
be a lecture courge dealing with the decisive periods im tho history of our -
rationg the democratic conditions throughout the developmont of our peoplGe
Beginning with the colonial pericd, the cowrse will trace the growth,
problens and dévelopments of the American tradition during the period of
- Phe Civil War and rcaconstrnction; it will deal aldo with the agrarian populiat
. ‘hovement, the First TWorld War and the pr@sent war. for national survival.h
- T% is to bo noted that this is not the .game ‘gourdgs’ that wmg given by I.awaon .
. at the achool for the Lsague of American Writers, entitled, "Our Democratic -
Eoritage." - ¥he Los Angeles Viorkers School, founded in 1939; according 'bo '
b the pamphlot, bases ite studiea on the various teachings “"in social -
g §6ioncoe o otiarxien.othe theory ‘and practive of the working clasg-and tho
| ' '":people's movemont throughout histery.” %Fhe entirg board of thé Vorkers
_ - School are Gemmuniotso, accarding to a confidontiad informant, who also |
l . indicated that this gchool is the educational p]ant for tha Commmuniate
| -in Los. Angeles county. (Conf:.dent.:lal informant Harvey Gilbebt ‘wolf '
| (100-—24499-234 p 6) LA-Office) o
3 In April, 1945, ‘the Motion Picture. M.li.ance, 159 ‘South B@veriyr o
I_  Drive s B@mriy Hills, California, an anti-Qomauniot group, published a -~
_ ' pomphlet indieating that it desirsed to acquaint the memberahip m’Lth what
' “Cmrade Lawaon“ representa. ¥he pamphlata set forthy

, S "The i‘olloning partial liat of Camrade Lawaan'o affﬂimtiona amd
i - activities is condensed from the official roport of the Qommitteo
. - on Un-American Activities of the U. S. House of Rapregentativeg.
u Every organization and publication mentionsd 4in thie 1list wag
-established to the satisfaction of tho Comnittes ag aithsr a
Gormmist front, or. Gmmiﬂt cont.ronad: T -‘

L "Member of tho Amerdican Commitbec to Save hefugeas (Fomer Gav. '
. - Horbert L. Lolman of Hew York withdrew as a spealker at a banquet

" from this group, giving as his reason that organiaationa opongors
ing it were commnimt fronts)g '

. "3igned Opmn Latter to Preaident Roosavelt damanding t.hat. aa
‘declare Wa.r on Finland‘ : , ,

_'*Hember o.f american committea for An‘bi—ﬁaai Semaanc - 5
"Sponsor of American Peace Mobilization whieh pickated the, I?hito o
House during thq Hithr-Si\mlin pact a_dvoeating No &iﬂ %0 &iﬁ&ﬂ{lp
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National Cémﬁitteé:'”Thése'meatiﬁg s~a£€ehdéd,by_?;‘J;,Jéfbﬁe,‘heﬁd of “the

. Party's 'cultural commission,' heard the Lawson report on'thé growth of °

R .Gommunism in lelywood,;indludipga aT o S s

"l. ‘Lawson's success in fecrﬁitiné'sﬁars,.writefS:ﬁnd?chaf Holly-
wood figures to the ranks of the Communist Party. ST T IR

'm2. The extent of fund-ralsing amongstars who, ghve money to the .. i " L
_ '_finnumerable_Red:Frgntgo,;;_;,f~__-_.“_ % ST
"3, The ability of the Hollywood comrades to inject the 'party
. line' into various movies in studios where the Reds had
influence.¥ = (100"24499fﬁ)fff::f3}1j = _

" 0n June 1, 1947, an article appeared in "The Worker" -entitled,
"Brig. Gen. Evans F. Carlson, Hero in War and Peacey® written by John .

~ Howard Lawson.  The article eulogized the greatness of Carlson and con-

cluded with the statement, "Like the men who died at Hakinland Guadacanal, I-T”'7"
‘he  gave his life  to make. his country.and-the world Irea3=fﬁhiléjweﬁmpurn

" nis loss,. we pledge odr@élﬁeq to contiquéaphegfighpgﬂgjt=

Ll (100-242115) .

. VII. CRDMINAL RECORD -

- ‘There is an unverified report that at a leécture in June, 1942, -

~before a school of the League of American Writers, Lawson stated that on
the day that Sacco and Vanzetti were executed in liassachusetis, August 27,
1927, he, Lawson had been arrested in Boston for picketing the State S

 Capitol. It is further alleged, Lawson was arrested on May 17,-

1934, on a charge of eriminal-libel growing out of an article:

- which was written by Lawson.in the Daily Worker, described as'a_Communist o

east coast organ, defénding a Communist organizer,.Hsrold Rolston.
(100—24499*155§PP:69’& VO)L%arYQY”Gilb?f§ ﬁ%1f, C i»aioﬁ¥1§£?;est ;o

o . It is observed that the New York Times morgue refers to two "
-articles regarding.the.arrest of Lawson. . The first article dated July 6,__a,'“

o 1934, reflects that Lawson was arrested at Birmingham, Alabama, on that

date and released under bond of $300 to-appear in the Recorder's Court .
the following day. -The arrest reportedly followed a conference between
Lawson and five other New Yorkers and W. Q.- Downs, Commissioner.of Public
Safety at City Hall at Birmingham. The article further revesled that on
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