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. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN OATE INVESTIGATIVE PERICD
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TITLE OF CASE . REPORT MADE BY . TYPED BY
HARVARD E, HEYSTEK {np
THE CRIMINAL "COMMISSIONM; CHARACTER OF CASE
ETAL; .

!

DETROIT DIVISION
: s AR -~ CONSPIRACY

REFERENCES: Bureau airtel to New York, 3/29/62. :
New York airtels to eau, 4/3/62 and 4/6/62,

)

Oricinal and one copy of @ letterhead memorandun
characterizing informants utilized in instant report.

ENCLOSURES: TOQ EUREAU:

LEADS:

DETROIT
At Detroit, Michigan:

1. Will follow and report evidence of personal meetings
or communications by JOSCDPH ZERILLI or VILLIAM TOCCO with menbers.
~of the "Commissipn“ in other areas, .
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DE T=-2 is
BE 718C

DE T-3 is
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Date

« 9/8/59

10/21/55
11/30/55
1/23/58
1/21/59
12/12/59

11/20/690 -
11/23/G0

1/14/61
3/11/61
6/24/61
8/5/61

9/10/61

1/8/58
3/24/58

3/31/58

9/27/61
10/11/61
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| 11/30/61
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JOSEPH E. ISEMAN

JOSEPH E. ISEMAN
JAMES L. SHANAHAN

JOSEPI E. ISEMAN
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TwIT  STATES DEPARTMENT Or3US CE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to:
Report of: SA HARVATD B, HEYSTEDX Offic: DRTROIT, MICHIGAN
Date: _ April 27, 19¢2 -
Fielé Otffice File No.: 02=914 ‘ Bureau File No.:
Title: .
THE CRIHINAL "COIMISSIONY;
ETAL,
PETROIT DIVISIGHN
Character: .
ARTI-RACKETEERING « CONSPIRACY
Synopsis: '

- Chicago source furnished informatioa describing JOSEPH

ZERILLI of Detroit as a menber of tbe "Coumission',
Peotroit sources aavised ZERILLI is the final authority
iz matiers dnvolving the Dotrcit "dyncieate', Ydentities
and addressces of past and present "olﬂcr stateapen",
their sons, and indivicduals identificd with the Detroit
"Syndicate" sct out. Ko prezent information available
froa Dztroit sources 8s to meubership in "Causa Nogstra"
or identities of "button m&n", “caroregima'", or
“consuleri" petivities of tLe Petroit 'Syndicate” include
numbers operations, racing information service, barbute,
crap games, card ghumes and sihylociziag, JO;EPH ZERTLLI
admits beling in vicinity of JO3FEDP DARDBARA's home on
date of Apelachin meceting:, 11/14/57, but cenied having
knowledge of neeting or intention of attending. Detroit
sources report highly organized and c¢isciplined criairal
operation doainated by ZERILLY and "clder statesmen™
who rccedved a2 shere of the proceeds,

.

This document contains nei mcr recommendations neor conelusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your ageney; it and

its contents are not to be dnstrlbu{ ed odtside your agency.
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_—Fébuffed by the Jewish gamblera who had ties with Cleveland ‘
7 and ¥Yast Comst Sicilians, but might be afraild of losing

controi to the Siciliansz, 7Tha gource expreased the opinion

that it might be necessary to ''clip" one or two of those

Jowish gantlera in order to convince them that the younger

men ncant busincss. The source added that there appeared

t0 be & clozer liaison between the Detroit Sicilians and

thoso in Chicagoe and other cities thaan there had been in

recent years.

Source advised on 3eptember 10, 1961, that the
"outfit" was avare that MIKE RUBINO was then & 'hot package',
(being under investigation in a National Bankruptcy Act cuse),
Source said that for that reason RUBIND no longer bad any
specific duticy and had assumed about the same position as
hNGLLO JLLI, JOHN PRIZICLA, and other “elder statesmen".

7 - OTHER 4
Source: DR T=2 ’7/}’ G frg oo .

Source adviged on January 8, 1958, that in his
opinion, there exiated o “Mafin controlled" group generally
knom ag the ""yndicate" He said JOE ZIRILLI was repgarded

—a8 the top man and that next to him would be WILLIAM TCCCO.
Source said that he was convinced that ZERILLI had the final
word in gettling local disputes, was & top policy maker,in
Detroit, and wag a man of influence anong “Hafia membera
throughout the country.

Source:” DE Ts8 /iﬂﬂm‘ A|

Source advised on March 24, 1958 that gambling in
Detroit was controllced by the "Italian Syndicate" and added
that the top mea were JOSEPH ZERILLI, ANGFLO MELI, WILLIAZ
TOCCO, JOHN PRYZICLA, MIKE RUBIKO, JCE "SCARFACE" ROMMARITO,
and ?'WE LICAVOLI. Oource ndvised that this syndicate
coatrolled the numbers racket tc 8 large exient, 2s well as
handbooks, barbute, and football pools, Source added that
rone of the top men naned performed any dutics to his knowledge
that would link them to gambling, but said that they had
trusted lieutenants to do the aay to day work, maintain accounts,
aad split up the proceeds.

]

Source: DE T=4

Source advised\on Arch 31, 1958, that he had beon
employed by the "Syndicate’ and that,in his opiniou,it cousisted
0f PLTR LICAVOLI, WIthﬁj/T’“”O, JOE ZERILLY, AHGLLO MELI,

-l7¢-
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JOIN PRIZIOLA, nnd possibly JOS DOMMANITG. Source said that

as far as be knew most ox/these wore wealthy mcn who had

no direct conncction witly \any of the active ganbling operations,
Hlo identified the neo wid did the work and operated on a

¢aily baszis for the "Syadicate" as KIKE RUBIKO, HMAX STERN aand
TONY GIACALONE. '

Source: DE T<b KO- Vi T QYA
Source advised on September 27, 1961, that without
Gucstion the "top guy" in Detroit was JOE ZIRILLI. Source
said that more or less in a direct line under ZYRILLI were
“"BLACK BILL™ TOCCD, "PAPA JOIR“ PRIZIOLA, ANGELO MELYI, JACKIE
TICCO, TONY ZERILLY, HIZD POLIZZXY, &aud TONY TC0. Source
said that he had recently learned”rcliably" that all the
~— Italian nunbers houses in Detroit wore then counected, Source
sadd that RAFFAILE QUASARANO met with other repreaentatives
o each of the Italian nuubers factions at the end of the
moath, at vhich tine cach house must bring its tapes which
are tabulated and then the proceeds are divided. The source
— expressed the eopinion that such a wowthly division could only
have becen ordered by an individual with the power aand stature
of JOE ZYRILLI, aand thet the move was nade necessary in order
to stop the freguent raids made by vaxrious numbers housges in
recruiting succeasiul nuabera pick up nen fron other housesg,
the overlapping of bettors, and the nggravating in-fighting
prevaleat in such business operations.
FREZE Foeisus
opave a list of the names, residences, and
identification numbers, where known, of the “elder statesmen”,
a list of promineant sons of present sad former "clder statesnen",
and nanes, addresses and identificailon numbers of individuals
identified by Detroit Sources as beirg connected with the
LICAVOLI~ BOITIANITO group, the CORRALD group, and the BRIZIOLA=
POLIZZI group in the Detroit area.

"ELDER STATESUMENT
Name and Identification

Number Residence .
JOSIPH ZERILLI 702 Middlegex Road
Detroit Police Department . Grosse Pointe Park,
#11413 , Michigan
{ILLIAYN "PLACR BRILL"™ TOTCO 751 Biddlesex Rood
Detroit rolice Department Giosse Pointe Park, Hichigaa
#138617
l.ﬁ-
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