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s s { emtally, most’ oi these probiems have been traced* H
7 to lack of" cust“wers in the: casinos. The -anti-American’ senti- M \}
§ ment expressed ublicly by some ‘Cuban’ leaders, the searching. of Qo
. tourists as they enter Cuba, and the slow tourist season have, ]\

1
|
! 5
T for all practical :purposes,. brought ‘the . tourist industry to a L gyes
=/ | balt in Cuba, In addition, Cuban. ‘Llabor unions’contimue’ to 9
» | make demands for back pay and increased pay for casino and < 04
cabaret employees. Many casino’ operators have attempted to ““*«gg é;

co renegotiate ‘their rental contracts in an effort to reduce over- &

- head expenses, -Hometheless, the Sans Souci night club has clo@ed;

| >  the Comodoro casino is alternately open and closed; 'and the St.,
Johns, Plaza, and Sevilla Biltmore casinos have been unable to /§i
reopen because of" financial problems.'. , ,

-/ [Many- of ‘the top hoodlums associated with gambling have
ared from the Cuban scene at least tempor ilys These
g RALAL : A ISCHBFF, 'CHARLESYTOURINE ,

PRSI ' ILLL There is no definite indi-
catiOw that a any of them ITT@%ﬁrn /-Oon May 6, 1959, JACK ~/0r1d y

' LANSKY:, Miami Top Hoodlum, ‘and ‘DINO, CELLINI, Manager . o? uJQuf“?Tjrw
‘HEVana Riviera casino, were "arrest “by Cuban police° It ap-<.m;1Q
pears possible they nay be deported“from Cubaa .

T PCI ARTHUR 'NEWMAN (CONCEAL), Credit Manager, gambling
casino, Hotel Nacional, advised ‘on May 7, 1959, that MEYER LANSKY
had issued’ instructioms that, if JACK LANSKY is deported to. the.
United States, they are to lock ‘the doors of the Havana Biviera

Ebtel and "throw the key avay."” :
REC 6 Lo /,.m,’m 39 B

5 - : o E« '
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. 1
| Ebtel Nacional Casino ' o ) §
| |

' 77 The March 14, 1959, edition of "Informacion" Spanish
lamguage newspaper  in Eavana,/ggggl_carried an article’ reporting
the arrest of HIF g&@NEY, operator of the gambling casino in ‘
the Hotel thional, “and ofe XEN THOMADAKIS. ‘THOMADAKIS reportedly
arrived in Havapna with $37,000 in Cuban Pesos and had 1ndicated this
money was destined for the Hbtel N i nal casino,

o The March 19, 1959 ‘edition of "The ‘Havana Post", English
language newspaper in Havana, carried an article- 1nd1cating that
MIKE McLANEY had been released on March 18, 1959, without charges
being brought against hime- :

' - On March 13, 1959, Vice Consul HUGH Dy KESSLER, Citizen«
ship Protection Section, American Embassy, Havana, -advised: that on
March 13," 19599 he -had interviewed MIKE McLANEY while McLANEY was
under arrest, At that time McLANEY indicated that'on- January 15,
1959, he had sent the cash on hand of the ‘casino in the Hofel
Nacional to the United States via the SS. "City of Havana! for :
safekeeping. McLANEY stated that ‘around February 1, 1959, he
had reéturned to Havans, bringing with him $15,000 inCuban pesos
for use in the ‘casino but that ‘this woney had been- contiscated

by Cuban authorities upon his arrival 1n Cuba. _

D On March 26, ‘1959, PCY NEWMAN, mentioned above, advised

 that MIKE McLANEY was trying to work out a ‘rdeal" with the owners
of the Hotel Naciomal im order that he ‘might obtain a’ ‘Peduced
rental ‘snd in order to 1nduce the hotel to assume part of the
cost of the shows.

o

R ¢+ April l, 1959, Bav~31 1nforaed that the principal
‘ backers of HIKE*H@LAREY in the,gambling casino of the Hotel Na-
| Co& . ciomal casino. are .LOU) HESLERJyan individual -named (FNU@VBOSENBBUH, (o
- gnd g prominent Itﬁi" o hoodIui from New York whose. ideméity F € SR N

unknown, 7 ' u » S .

7T “onApril 13, "1959;, PCI NEWMAN inxormed ‘that McLﬁNEY
had made a new "deal" with the ‘Hotel Nacional managezsent by which
the hotel will bear a larger share of the expenses in connection
with the cabaret and £loor showse

e e — e —— e
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.ggggh"‘ the: principal interest holder r in

 and NICHOLAS DI COSTANZO were no, longer in _Havana, 'Source poted
that. MARVIN%kRAUSEg:no;ared to be ‘operating. the casino. 9{(90
=y

‘for attempting ‘to énter éﬁﬁh with*$20, 000 in“Cuban pesos; ‘' Re=
' Ga’sj’no" : ER AR {a‘;&g; A/

holders in ‘the ‘Capri casino ‘were going to try to handle’ 11-

sd_ander—the dohn F—Kennedy Assassination Records Collection Aot 992 (44 USC 2107 W
11-14-2017 ) : { o

Hotel nggi Casino

The March 14, 1959, edition of "Informacioa" Spanish
language newspaper in Havana; carried an article’ roporting the
arrest of ELAINI ITCHELL ‘an American; at Rancho Boyeros Airport

portedly MITCIELL was to deliver: this money to the Hotel Capri

‘W
© . The Havana English language ‘newspaper, "Tbe Havana Post", &;
on Marchiﬁﬁa.1959, indicated that in connection with the deﬁention ;
62 Miss MITCHELL, Al ANGELO, E‘ RISTOEARO, ‘the operator of thefCapri ¢ \i;
casino, ‘had been detained Bt ~Was releaged on March’ 18, 1959, (‘é
DE CRISTOFARO is the nephew of NICHOLA! % ' hwm““%m

on March 23, 1959, Hav~31 advisedf faéfi%méﬁzs/mumm,

Miami Top Hoodlum, had returned to the Capri casino, .On Har arch 23,
1959; Hav-33 informed that TOURINE had been observed in the Capri
casino on March 14, 1959. ‘Hav-33 noted that JonN,%’mLmus, Boston

Top Hoodlum, was reported to have lett Cuba. ;%,L)m@gj

o 0n March 25, 1959, Hav-31 advised that CHARLES TOURINE
was expected ‘to "sheak" out of Havana within the. next few days
after that date with the" assistance of an individual having a
private plane; Source noted that ‘TOURINE and other interest
censing and rental contract negotiations from Hiami. {e,

‘ On April 6, 1959, Hav=33 informed that CHARLES "TOURINE

T On April 16, 959, Eav~31 4 ormoa“fhatMCHARLES TOURINE
had sold . his interest in the- Hotel Capri casino to NICHOLAS

DI COSTANZO %L) < |

Om April 139 1959, PCI NEHHAN stated that CHARLES TOURINE
was in Mianmi," Florida, ‘and it’ did ‘not ‘appear that he ‘would returm
to -Havang in the near tuturo because he- ha& sold his interest to

».NICBDLAS DY COSTANZO

) Y.
) kY v) LT
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. " The Hotel Capri ‘casino has recently been carrying ad-
ver%isements in the Havana newspapers indicating that the Presi-
dent of the casino is ANGELO DE CRISTOFARO,. described as the owner
of the Colonial Lumber Conpany, Yonkers, New York, the ViceaPresident
48 MARVIN KRAUSE; described as co-owner of the Hotel Riviera in Las
Vegas and of restaurant businesses in Cove City, Kbntucky, aind the
Secretary is HENRY SAAVEDRA, owner of the Metrqpolitan Furniture

COﬂpany, Taw&p dae - L“ (}&3 \ |
Sans Souci Casino , s R < 4L
On March 23, 1959, Hav-33 informed ‘that’ SANTOS-U \FFICANTE

was reported to have made a false’ sale of the Sans Souc'_night club

3 NDEZYORTEGA ,,_former Chief of ‘the’ Secrgt Police
e during r the regine ‘of .CAR : QCABRASQ Source nétéa“tﬁﬁt“there
were indications the casino aight’close in the near Iu because
of its imability to meet the employee payrollo Q}b—g D

‘ c ““”“; . April 14;“1959, PCI ALBERTO SUAREZ ALEMAN (CONCEAL),

: Vdoorman, Calle 12 No, 20, Havana, & advised he’ had ‘been’ 1n£orned by
T Mrs;”SANTOS, RAFFICANTE that the. Sans Souci night: club was closed

e c L @nd would remain closéd because of ‘lack of business, Source

I stated that Mrs, ‘TRAFFICANTE indicated that the Comodoro casino

f also might be closed in’ the near. future,

Hotel “Deauville 'Ca:s:lno -

TS PCI NEWHAN, ‘mentioned- above, advised on March 26, 1959,*
that ‘the Hbtel Deauville casino, in ‘which SANTOS TRAFFICANTE, nen~-
tioned above, bhas an interest, had received permission to open

but bad not done so.

{ : B On April 22, 1959, Hav~31 advised that the Deauville
f casino had reopened, and it appeared fron the 'newness .0f the
equipment that it might have been obtained from the Hbtel Ste
Jolins casino, (9) _

| %ﬁz . On May 4, 1959, Hav=33 advised that on April 25, 1959,
|, SANTOS TRAFFICANTE had been’ observed in the Deauville casino.
‘ i

i Source said that the fhree owners of the Deauville casino are

| Cuks TRAFFICANTE, EVARISTQ;QMR%CIA, and a new owner, EUGENIO N iy
|jwmee== Source said that hat LEAL has @ past reputation for dealifig" in nar» “ma‘
| - cotics and that many of the Cubans: freque;é}ng the Deauville

l] casino are known narcotics traffickers, (9)
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Hotel St Johns Casino _
: Cudy

Ci@ég on May 6, 1959, Hav-31 advised that CALEELYSTMON and
”ﬂRGEBIEB NZALEZ had obtained a license to reopen the St, Johns
Gasino, source noted, ‘however, that as yet the casino had. ‘not.
received permission to reopen, . Hav=31 had prgviously advised on
April 22, 1959, that it was rumored that JAC] OUNGBLOOD ‘might C{H,
obtain permission ‘to reopen the Ste-Johns “casino on 2 n 2 50=50 basis™—m..
with the Cuban Government as a reward for some work he had done
‘or would do in the near future for the Government. It should be
noted that WALTER ALFREDAYOUNGBLCOD, -aka Jack’ Youngblood, .
recently arrested by po. borities in Miami, ida, in
connection with an alleged plot to kidnap " ROLANDO SFERRER, Ior-
mer Cuban Sepator, %@ , e Tl Ja

o iR aebsm e

'Eotel Hhvana Riviera

o The Havana Spanish iangusge newspaper "El udndo" under

 date March” 18, 1959, reported ‘that 92 slot machines had’ been COon-

iisested at the Havana Riviera Hbtel by ‘the Cuban Secret Police.
‘On Msrch 23, 1959 Hhv~33 inforned that there was almost

' mo gambling activity in the ‘Havana Riviera casino. §é- w) o

o On Earch 26, 3959, PCI ARTHUR NEWMAN, mentioned” above,
advised he had received information fromn JACK LANSKY while in
Miami, Florida, that MEYER ‘LANSKY , “major interest holder in the
Havana Riviera Hotel ‘and‘casino, was in a hospital in Mismi
'reeovering from @ heart attack and that the LANSKYs' mother also
was hospitalized with -a broken hipe

i " On April 6, 1959, Hav-33 informed hat SID JACOBS, ‘'who
had" previously been SARTOS TRAFFICANTE'S top assistant at the Sans
Souci night club, was now" 7rking at. the,ﬂftel Riviera éasino.
Source noteéd that in the. gb K JANSKY the casino was _ ()¢
being operated by cnanggg‘

hy

thet it was reported tha hnEL

STRO_had v si%ed the casingé ™.

on April 4, 1959, and receivad’a’check from the casino in the s

amount. of $20,000: for the Agrarian Retorm ovement.‘ﬁki DO

e Om April 13, 1959, PCI- ﬂEwMAN adviseﬁ“that R LANSKY
had been released from the hospital in Miami and was confimed to
a wheelchair st homeo B

B ¢« 3 Hay 4, 1959 Hav-33 advised ‘that JACK IANSKY had re-~
turned to Havana on April 30, 1959, ‘and that he was again at the
Hotel Havana Riviera. §<Lkg)

- 5.  CONF D)(\!\TSAW o -

e

‘a9d’ DINOJCELLINI. = Source said C(z>
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| bﬂdu%x “om’ Moy 6, 19593 Hav-31 ‘advised that JACK LANSKY and DINO-
’ CEEﬁINO had been arrested by Cuban police and that there were ihdis—
g cations they would be dqported to " ‘the United Stateso 9%_

7’

T On Hay 7, 1959, PCI NEWMAN advised that FRA ANK){ 1 +ICKSON fl,f
,deiinitely has en interest in the Havana Riviera ganbling dpera=.. "~
tion but “that the exact extent of this inmterest is unknown to him,

- Source. noted’ that at the time JACK LANSKY and DINO CELLINI were
apprehended by the police, SANTOS ‘TRAFFICANTE was at the Havana
‘Riviera casino. * Source said that when TRAFFICANTE learned that

- the Cuban police also were ‘looking for- ‘him,: ‘he discreetly walked
out of the Riviera and went 1nto hiding._ 4

-Hotel Havana Hilton
- fCupa f"/@ww
deﬁg On- March 12, 1959, Hav-Sl advised that JO SIKEST‘and“EaRRY
, *snowmhad both. retmrned ‘to Havana and were operating” the" Hbtel Havang -
Hiiton casino, On ‘March: 23, 1959, ‘Hav-33 advised that althongh
SILESI had returned to ‘Cuba; he was. naking only rare appearances
at the ?g?(i)ﬂmtel and that BAUL%PONZALEZ REZ was froating for

him, 8 e ng @ -

’ - On March: 26, 1959, 'PCY’ ARTHUR NEWHAN advised that" the
Havans Hilton casino was having financial difficulty but was
hopeful of obtaining a. rental reduction which would allow them
to continue operation. .

ST On uareh 25, 1959, Hav-sl advised that JOE SILESI was
expected to leave Havana for Miani, Florida, in the immediate
future, M) e ,

On. April 13, 1959, PCI” REWHAN, ‘-mentioned above, stated that
JOE SILESI had left Havana and had gone'to Miami, Florida, but that
Cukp. his brother, CHARLES! SILESI, was still working in the casino at the
~=—= Hotel Havana Hiitonl Source noted that JACK.
merly worked at’ the Hbtel Plaza casino, was employed st the Hotel
‘Havang Hilton casino, “PCI NEWHMAN said that the. .operators of the
Havana Hilton casino had obtained $500,000 credit from the Cuban
Government and that this sum rapresented money belonging to ROBERTO
‘“MENDOZ&, one of the Cuban- interest holdeirs in the casino, which““““”
oney had been Irozen ‘by the .new’ government,

Hotel Plaza Casino

R The Hbtel ‘Plaza casino has remained closed .since the over-
throw of the Batista regime on January I, 1959, “May 7, 1939,

P

PCI NEWMAN, mentioned above, advised that ANGELO“RUNO -one of the ;
interest holders in the casino of the Hotel Plaza, had visited in’ ;Wm“

Havana for a few days recently and had advised source that the
Hotel Plaza casino had received permission to reopen in, June, 1959,

-6- . comm§&§ﬂAg@~;}g
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Ebtel Comodoro - Casino _ ONHD€><<“: _

' The March 18," 1959 ‘edition of the Havana Spanish language
newspaper "E1l Mundo" carried an article reporting that 40 siot ma-
chines in the Hotel. Comaa@ro casin01had~been coniiscated by the
Cuban Secret Police, oo “=

: s Ciby

Hav=33 advised on- March 23, 1959, that BEgg&iEERNégQﬁZ
is the Manager o2 the Hotel Comodoro casino, Source noted | that ™™
the principal interest holder in this casipo is SANTOS TRAFFICANTE

and that TRAFFICANTE's nephew, SANTOS JOS. TRAFFICANTE had ‘been j%(i;)
a

observed im the casino on frequent occasions in: the pasto \gaggﬁ

; On Haxch 26, 1959, PCI NEWMAN, aantioned above, inzorme
JACOBS gfﬁ? 2 small in&erest in the Hotel Conodoro casinoo
G - S,

t.hat SiD
<= Uon April 6, ‘1959, Ha Hav-33 informed that thére was very

1ittle business in the ‘Hotel. Comodoro casino. and that there were

indications ‘the casino might close in the near future, }ié.(g)

Trqpicana Nigyt czub Casind L

‘ The principal interest ‘holders in the Trqpicana night
club cesino are all. Cuban. The casino is aamaged by & Dallas
gwbler named’ﬁl. ej‘s}‘ cwILLIE. 7T )(3

' The April 1, 1959, edition 'of the Havana Spanish language
newspaper ‘"Informacion" carried am article reporting that 2,168
bottles of slcobolic beverages had been . confiscated at: the Tropi-
caba. night ‘club by the Cuban Internal ‘Revenue Service because
‘these bottles ﬁailed to bear any tax stamps,

Oriental Park Race‘Track

S on April 16, 1959 PCI PEDRO Po TAPIA (CONCEAL)’ racing
vdirector, Oriental Park’ Race Track, advised that both gambling

casinos at the race track are closed.and that GEO JEVINE, who
formerly Qperated them, was.reported to be presently:in New York |
caty. L * R C&fbg

T Extra copies ot this letter have been prepared for forwarding
by the Bureau ‘to:  'Albany, Boston, ‘New York, Newark, Philadelphia,
- Salt Lake cxty, Washington Field (one each)a and Miami {two)e

:;a.lz“)ig ﬂ»{}}{rﬁr‘n
e

at7¢, LA . ) o
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