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o VJ" ‘ SECRET _i ‘I’
UNITED STATES DEPARTWIENT OP‘JUSTICE |

FEDERAL BUREAU OFINVESTIGATION

WASHINGTOV DC 20535

o | ' éY-tIAlSON»
Date: . .jupe 6, 1é77 - R
To: o VVDlrector of Central Intelllgence
Frdm-'h!_ Clarence M. Kelley, Dlrector o

’Sub;ect:r OCELOT-‘
- IUTVRNAL SECURITY - CUBA

: ' Thls is to advxse of pertlnent developments in
o a double agent operation, assigned the code name “"Ocelot,”
which involves a meeting between our asset and Cuban ,

. Intelligence Officers (CIO's) in Mexico on May 19, 1977.
~ We learned, after debriefing the asset upon his return. .
" from Mexico, that the format of the meeting had unex-
- pectedly involved a v1deotaped interview of our asset e
by Cuban technicians concerning his knowledge and partlc1- -
_patlon in antl—Castro Cuban ex1le act1v1t1es, sy

A The asset developed in thls operatlon first
became of investigative interest to the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI). in November, 1276, when allegations

' were received that he was in contact with known CIO's in -

- Jamaica during October and November, 1976. Subsequent

~ . investigation, coordinated closely with the Central
Intelllgence Agency (CIA),_conflrmed an_active.relation- ,
~ ship with Cuban officials in Jamaica, Panama and Mexico. -

" A successful interview of asset was effected on April 8,
1977, Wthh resulted in establishing a double agent
operation. ' At that point, the asset furnished details
of seven‘preVLOus meetings with CIO's in Jamaica, Panama

- and Mexico. In addition, asset furnished a. typewritten

.~ note containing instructions for his next meeting in -

- Mexico City, on May 19, 1977, which involved a coded
telephone call to the Cuban Embassy, Mexico City, to .
activate the scheduled meet at a pre-determined time . .

- and place. The purpose of this meeting, according to. ‘.

- the asset, was for the passage of additional information
concerning the activities of Cuban exile groups in the
United States and Latin America, as had been done at

- previous neetings. _(S), C T o

. v Classxfled by 5182 S
ST : Exenpt from GDS, Categories 2 and 3 T

iy u'N'p

Date of Declassxflcatlon, Indefinite
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‘Letter to the Director of Central Intelligence SRS
Re: Ccelot . - o e

, -v»iheﬂasset has advised that he was transported
by automobile from the meet site in HMexico City to a _
~hotel room equipped with v1deotaoe equipnent and occu-—
pied by two Cuban techniclans. The asset was then asked .
fquastlons by CIO’'s and his responses were recorded on Qﬁ*
videotapa. They assured the asset that this tape would .-
.be shown to high Cuban officials, including Fidel Castro,"
and that 1tAwould not be made public. “There is, however,
obvious propaganda value in this f£ilm which could be - o
utilized by the Cuban Government. Asset was specifically - .
advised by CIO's that Premier Fidel Castro has a forth- -
" coning television-news interview with an unnamed U. a,w*”i_iﬁ
news cormentator, and that they wanted Castro to see: thls]‘vﬁ
“videotape prior to his intervisw. - (S) T

- Accordlpg to the asset, the interview beqan o
‘with questions regarding his family life in Cuba before -
.~ "the Castro rxevolution, after which he was asked. to comment;g*
“on the former Batista Regime in Cuba. He was then asked
- to name the political novements of which he had been a -
nember. e tolJ the interviewer that in 1964 he had worked .
with Alpha 66, a - militant anti-Castro organization head- - - -
‘quartered in Miami, Florida, in helping approximately - S
-~ _twenty-eight Cuban exiles and arms pass through Puerto Rico .
. to Santo Doningo, Dominican Republic, for use against Cuba
and that all but four of these Cuban_exiles had returned
. to Puerto Rico. ~ The four who éla not return are now in
Cuban jails. (5)

Asset was also abkeg about his 9ar;1cioat101 in
an assassination attempt of Fidel Castro in. Chile in 1971
The asset stated that he had participated in the attenpt .
with Antonio Veciana, a Cuban exile now residing in tiiami.
When asked if Veciana had been employed by the CIA, he
replied that he did not know, however, assumed that he
wau,oased on the fact that Veciana had used a car with .
United States diplomatic license plates to transport the
- nacessary arms and equipment from Hollvia, whﬁre Veczana

HW 50529 ' DocId:32394059 Page 3
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ALett er to the Direc stor of Central Inte1ligunce
Re: Uceloz o e

- was em?ibYéé"in the United States wbassy, to Chile. This

plan was aborted by other Cuban x1le participants at the
last ninute. Asset had praviocusly furnished this. -hxor— -
matlon tO CIO‘s &urlng other meetiﬁgs. (e) o ' :

_ i,nbset was also questioned about a 1951 Jsaa531-¢
nation attempt: directed at Castro in Cuba, in which the
asset partic13ated. He -acknowledged that he, Veciana,

and Bernardo Pradreres had at that time tried to kill -
Castro with a bazooka. They waited in an apartment, which
was rented in Havana, Cuba, by Veciana's mother-in-law,

-for Castro to appear at the nearby Cuban capitol. Pradrerea .
~ had hired two othexr individuals not known. to the asgset to - .
" do the actual firing, but when Castro finally appeared the '
bazooka failed to fire due to its deteriorated state from -
" having been buried for an extended period of time. The

Cuban authorities later discovered the bazoo! ta, which had *.
been left in the apartment, and werse tn@n abla to identify '
all of the participants. {s) : ‘ _ :

During the initial interview of asset on
April 8, 1977, he made availablz a photograph obtained
from Antonio Veciana, which Veciana claimed to w@epict

| Lee Harvey Oswald in attendance at an Alpha 66 meeting )
" in Dallas, m@xas, in 1963. Another photograph daplcted

Veciana as a speaker at this. MbeFan,wwth asgset _had. ..

. made this information available to CIO's at previous :
meetings. .In the 1last sagment of vionotapiﬂg in M xico,._

the asset was confronted with enlarged photographs of

- the alleged Alpha 66 meeting and was asked to point ocut
. the individual similar in description to Oswald after

which the videotaping was concluded. The vhole taping
process lasted approximately 90 minutes and consumed
almosg three reels of V1deotape. (o) ' - .

Photographs mada available by the asset were

~ examined by FBI agents familiar with the Oswald 1nvesti~f5
- gation and it was determined that Lee Harvey Oswald is

not depicted in these photographs. It is noted that

SECRE
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VL@ther to tne Dlrgctor of beqtral IﬂtElqu*
L Re: Oge;ot

‘Jack Anderson's column in the Washington Post on May 6, '..
1977, claims that Antonio Veclana has testified beforxe .. .
'uhe House AssaSSLnatlons Committee that he was in conw'? o
tact with Lee Harvey Oswald in Dallas, Texas, in Auﬂust, L
;963 (U) ' " -

‘Tnﬁ above asset has furnished other oensitlve -
*nuelllgence information, including the identities of -”“
previously unknown CIO's, and it is anticipated that he jf. .
will be of future value to our foreign coun*eriﬁtalligenca"
T ,erforh. Any effort by the Cuban Government to exploit . .-
. . the propaganda value of information obtained from thiazv”f; :
. .. recently developed asset over the period of seven previous.
meatings would necessarily cost their intelligence service .
the public identification of ssveral CIO's currently in =
Jamaica and Mexico. You are belwq made awars of the above .
developments since it is recognized that the Cuban Govern- -
. ment nmay elect to publicize this videotape for propaganda. .. .
“purposes and that such an event could impact upon current
policy decisions. (8) o s IR

L “This information is also being furnished to the.
‘Becretary of State, the Assistant to the= President for
National Becurity Affairs, and the Attorney General.

_SECRET
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'HE DIRECTOR )
OFFICE OF 1 . SECI{ET

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

4 BY LIALSON
Date: June 6, 1977
To: " Director of Central Intelligence

- From: - - Clarence M. Kelley, Director

" Subject: . OCELOT;. . )

INTERNAL SECURITY - CUBA

This is to advise of pertinent developments in

"a double agent operation, assigned the code name "Ocelot,”

which involves a meeting between our asset and Cuban
Intelligence Officers (CIO's) in Mexico on May 19, 1977.

" We learned, after debriefing the asset upon his return

from Mexico, that the format of the meeting had unex-
pectedly involved a videotaped interview of our asset

by Cuban technicians concerning his knowledge and partici-
pation in anti-Castro Cuban exile activities. (S)

The asset developed in this operation first
became of investigative interest to the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) in November, 1976, when allegations
were received that he was in contact with known CIO's in
Jamaica during October and November, 1976. Subsequent
investigation, coordinated closely with the Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA), confirmed. an _active. relation-
ship with Cuban officials in Jamaica, Panama and Mexico.
A successful interview of asset was effected on April 8,
1977, which resulted in establishing a double agent
operation. At that point, the asset furnished details
of seven previous meetings with CIO's in Jamaica, Panama
and Mexico. In addition, asset furnished a typewritten
note containing instructions for his next meeting in.
Mexico City, on May 19, 1977, which involved a coded
telephone call to the Cuban Embassy, Mexico City, to
activate the scheduled meet at a pre-determined time
and place. The purpose of this meeting, according to
the asset, was for the passage of additional information
concerning the activities of Cuban exile groups in the
United States and Latin America, as had been done at
previous neetings. (S)

. SECRET |
Classified by 5182

Exempt from GDS, Categories 2 and 3
Date of Declassification, Indefinite
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ECRET

Letter to the Director of Central Intelligence
Re: Ocelot .

The asset has advised that he was transported
by automobile from the meet site in Mexico City to a
hotel room equipped with videotape equipment and occu-~

- -pied by two Cuban-technicians. The asset was then asked

H¥ 50529

" 'questions by CIO's and his responses were recorded on

videotapa. They assured the asset that this tape would

be shown to high Cuban officials, including Fidel Castro,
and that it would not be made public. There is, however,
obvious propaganda value in this film which could be
utilized by the Cuban Government. Asset was specifically
advised by CIO's that Premier Fidel Castro has a forth- :
coming television-news interview with an unnamed U. S.
news cormentator, and that they wanted Castro to see this
videotape prior to his interview. (S) .

According to the asset, the interview began
with questions regarding his family life in Cuba before
the Castro revolution, after which he was asked to comment ..
on the former Batista Regime in Cuba. He was then asked
to name the political movements of which he had been a
member. Ile told the interviewer that in 1964 he had worked
with Alpha 66, a militant anti-Castro organization head-
quartered in Miami, Florida, in helping approximately
twenty-elght Cuban exiles and arms pass through Puerto Rico
to Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, for use against Cuba
and that all but four of these Cuban exiles had. returned
to Puerto Rico. The four who did not return are now in
Cuban jails. (S) ' :

Asset was also asked about his participation in
an assassination attemnt of Fidel Castro in Chile in 1971.
The asset stated that he had participated in the attempt
with Antonio Veciana, a Cuban exile now residing in Miami.
Wwhen asked if Veciana had been employed by the CIA, he
replied that he did not know, however, assumed that he
was, based on the fact that Veciana had used a car with
United States diplomatic license plates to transport the
necessary arms and equipment from Rolivia, vhere Veciana

SECRET
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SECRET

Letter to the Director of Central Intelllgence
Re: Ocelot

was employed in the United States Embassy, to Chile. This
plan was aborted by other Cuban exile participants at the
l1ast nminute. Asset had previously furnished this infor-
mation to CIO‘s during other meetings.  (S5) - :

', Asset was also questioned ahout a 1961 assassi-
nation attempt directed at Castro in Cuba, in which the
asset participated. He acknowledged that he, Veciana,

. and Bernardo Pradreres had at that time tried to kill

Castro with a bazooka. - They waited in an apartment, which
was rented in Havana, Cuba, by Veciana's mother-~in-law,
for Castro to appear at the nearby Cuban capitol. Pradreres
had hired two other individuals not known to thes asset to

" do the actual firing, but when Castro finally appeared the
‘bazooka failed to fire due to its deteriorated state from

having been buried for an extended period of time. The
Cuban authorities later discovered the bazooka, which had
been left in the apartment, and were then able to identify
all of the participants. (S)

' During the initial interview of asset on
April 8, 1977, he made availabla a photograph obtained
from Antonio Veciana, which Veciana claimed to wdepict
Lee Harvey Oswald in attendance at an Alpha 66 meeting

in Dallas, Texas, in 1963. Another photograph depicted

Veciana as a speaker at this meeting.. The asset.had
made this information available to CIO's at previous
neetings. In the last sesgment of videotaping in HMexico,
the asset was confronted with enlarged photographs of
the alleged Alpha 66 meeting and was asked to point out
the individual similar in description to Oswald, after ..
which the videotaping was concluded. The vhole taping
process lasted approximately 90 ninutes and consumed

almost three reels of videotape. (5)

Photographs made available by the asset vere
examined by FBI agents familiar with the Oswald investi-
gation and it was determined that Lee Harvey Oswald is
not depicted in these photographs. It is noted that

SECRET
\ _
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Letter to the Dlrector of Central Intelllqence
"Re: Ocelot

Jack Anderson's column in the Vashington Post on May 6,
1977, claims that Antonio Veclana has testified bafore
the House Asgassinations Committee that he was in con~

. tact with Lee Harvey Oswald in Dallas, Texas, in Auaust,‘
1963. (U) _

: ‘The above asset has furnished other sensitive
intelligence information, including the identities of
previously unknown CIO's, and it is anticipated that he
will be of future value to our foreign counterintelligence
effort. Any effort by the Cuban Government to exploit

- the propaganda value of information obtained from this

. recently developed asset over the period of seven previous

meatings would nncessarlly cost tHEIL intelligencs service

the public identification of ssveral CIO's currently in
Jamaica and Mexico. You are being made aware of the above
developments since it is recognized that the Cuban Govern-
ment ray elect to publicize this vidsotape for propaganda
- purposes and that such an event could impact upon current
pollcy decisions. (S) L

. This information is also Halng furnlshad to tne,--'
_A.~Secretary of State, the Assistant to the President for . '
. National Security Affairs, and the Attornay General.

SECR”T
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