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On 7/26/63 U. S. Supervising Customs Agent
WALLACE. SHANLEY, Miami, advised SA WILLIAM MAYO DREW,
Jr., that p {TON was being utilized as a source
of his officée and he believed that through BENTON
Customs had necessary coverage of the subjects.
SHANLEY was of the opinion that it was preferable not
to interview the individuals involved in the bombing
raid plan in order that the subjects would not be.
deterred in engaging in overt acts which would make a
prosecutable case. -

Oon 7/27/63 Mr. SHANLEY was recontacted
relative to the interest of U. S. Customs in the cache
‘of explosives which was believed located at a house
- near Lake Pontchartrain, Louisiana, Mr. SHANLEY
answered that the case was not workable from Miami
since the subjects at Miaml might take no actlon for
an extended period, and Customs as a matter of policy
did not handle cases involving explosives wherein the
explosives would be under the control or within the
knowledge of Customs and at the same time present the
considerable danger which explosives constitute. He
stated that the Customs Service makes every effort to
avold being a party to the moving of explosives, as
when done by subjects of a case with knowledge of

- Customs, and therefore he believed the matter of the
located explosives should be turned over to the local
authorities in Louisiana for seigzure action.

On 7/26/63 MM 639-S advised that on that same

date he talked with SAM BENTON, of Miami Beach, and
BENTON informed him that he had 2,500 lbs. of dynamite
in Mississippi which he would like to sell for TNT,.
BENTON told the source that he would like to locate a
B-25 and also American pilots. BENTON told the source

that the Cubans with whom he is dealing did not trusték, )

- D -

- COVER PAGE -

CONFIRENTIA

{ H¥ 54464

DocId: 32570533 Page 2




T

& O

© CONFE AL

‘MM 2-353

 EVELIO ALPIZAR, who was to have been the pilot in

the attempted raid on-Cuba which was broken up by
Customs at Miami in June, 1963. BENTON stated that
ALPIZAR is believed to have been the informant who
enabled Customs to round up the partieipants in

the planned raid. W M) .

on 7/31/63 Mr. SHANLEY stated that he had
learned nothing further of the plan of subjects, but
that BENTON was in touch with his office, and as of
a week previously BENTON claimed he was still looking
for a plane and that the group intended to go .
through with the raid on Cuba. Mr. SHANLEY said he

. believed that BENTON would- inform his office if the

bombing operation was undertaken.

The foregoing 1nformation from MM 639-S

18 not included in the body of the report- inasmuch as

BENTON is a contact of Mr. SHANLEY, of Customs, and ‘the

’ ,information could reveal to SHANLEY the informant -
status of MM~ 639-3,(& u‘,)

In interview of MIGUEL ALVAREZ on 8/1/62, he

- stated that SAM BENTON's. late model Pontiac, confiscated

by Customs at the time of the seizure of the plane’ and

‘explosives on 6/15/63, has been returned. to.BENTON,

whereas the Ford Thunderbird belonging to the aunt of
VICTOR ESPINOSA has been held by Customs. !

During . the interview of VICTOR ESPINOSA on
7/31/63, ESPINOSA stated that Customs at Miami told him
they would return his car if he told them where he obtalned .
the money for the explosives whieh were selzed and from

_whom he bought the explosives. ESPINOSA claimed»that he

told Customs  to keep the ‘car,

On. 7/31/63 Mr. SHANLEY, of U. S, Customs, stated
he had no objection to interview-of SAM BENTON by the.
Miami Office of the. FBI in connection with 1nstant case.
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On 7/26/63 U. S. Supervising Customs Agent
WALLACE SHANLEY, Miami, advised SA WILLIAM MAYO DREW,
Jr., that SAM BENTON was being utilized as a source
of his office and he believed that through BENTON
Customs had necessary coverage of the subjects.
SHANLEY was of the opinion that it was preferable not
to interview the individuals involved in the bombing
raid plan in order that the subjects would not be.
deterred in engaging in overt acts which would make a
prosecutable case., -

On 7/27/63 Mr. SHANLEY was recontacted
relative to the interest of U. S. Customs in the cache
‘of explosives which was believed located at a house
near Lake Pontchartrain, Loulsiana. Mr. SHANLEY
answered that the case was not workable from Miami
since the subjects at Miami might take no action for
an extended period, and Customs as a matter of policy
did not handle cases involving explosives wherein the
explosives would be under the control or within the
knowledge of Customs and at the same time present the
considerable danger which explosives constitute. He
stated that the Customs Service makes every effort to
avoid being a party to the moving of explosives, as.
when done by subjects of a case with knowledge of
~ Customs, and therefore he believed the matter of the
- located explosives should be turned over to the local
authorities in Louisiana for seizure action.

On 7/26/63 MM 639-3 advised that on that same
date he talked with SAM BENTON, of Miami Beach, and
BENTON informed him that he had 2,500 1lbs. of dynamite
in Mississippi which he would like to sell for TNT.
BENTON told the source that he would like to locate a
B-25 and also American pilots. BENTON told the source
that the Cubans with whom he 1is dealing did not trust (? @
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EVELIO ALPIZAR, who was to have been the pilot in
the attempted raid on- Cuba which was broken up by
Customs at Miami in June, 1963. BENTON stated that
ALPIZAR is believed to have been the informant who
enabled Customs to round up the participants in

the planned raid. (%m,)

. on 7/31/63 Mr. SHANLEY stated that he had
learned nothing further of the plan.of subjects, but

‘that BENTON was .in touch with his office, and as of
- a week previously BENTON claimed he was still looking

for a plane and that the group intended to go .
through with the rald on Cubs. Mr. SHANLEY said he

:.believed that BENTON would inform his office if the

bombing operation was. undertaken.

The foregoing information from MM 639-S
is not included in the body of the report inasmuch as
BENTON is a contact of Mr., SHANLEY, of Customs, and the

’ ,information could reveal to SHANLEY the informant -
‘status of MM- 639~s,6}9(yL

In interview of MIGUEL ALVAREZ on 8/1/62, he

'stated that SAM BENTON's.late model Pontiac, confiscated:
by Customs at the time of the seiszure of the plane’ and
_explosives on 6/15/63, has been returned to BENTON,
whereas the Ford Thunderbird belonging to the aunt of

VICTOR ESPINOSA has been held by Customs.

During the interview of VICTOR ESPINOSA on
7/31/63, ESPINOSA stated that Customs at Miami told him
they would return his car if he told them where he obtailned
the money for the explosives whioh were seized and from

- whom he bought the explosives. ESPINOSA claimed that he

told Customs to keep the ‘ear.

On.7/31/63 Mr. SHANIEY, of U. S. Customs, stated
he had no objection to interview ‘of SAM BENTON by the.
Miami Office of the FBI in connection with instant case.,
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