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FD-36 {Mev. 12-13-56)
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. - FBI |
|
. |
Date: 5/1/59 i
i F |
Transmit the following in PLAIN TEXT { I
(Typ in lain text or code) e |
ATRTZL E 3 % !
Via . R e |
w”(Priority or Method N

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-10L)

SAC, CHICAGO (100-3286l)

”COMMUNI ST PARTY, USA
COUNTERINTELLT GLN CE PROGRAM \b

\-.yr(r
L
/% INTERNAL SECURITY -~ C ‘/ingﬁfﬁg%fir””‘——

~~Background o

As the Bureau is aware, the Chicago Branch of the

National Associstion for Advancement of Colored Peor;'le (}IA:ACD())
is headed by TH=ZODORT A. JONES

, an executive of the Supreme
Liberty Insurance Company of Chicego,

1- 100-8261 (NAACP)
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=X and anti-Communist. y
JONES 1is a confidential source of this officg &g
CONErD e TFrh e JO0SLEE gg
In the fall of 1953, JONES, in order to combat the O‘;i
Communist element within the Chicago Branch of the NAACP, Eé =3
abolished three units of this Branch, leadership of whlch was 8B | '3
heavily Communist infiltrated. In 12/58 the JONES slate of & @
candidates won a sweeping victory agalnst the opposition ?LE_JH
candidates supported by the left wing. Since 12/58 JONES wne Z
has been in constant conflict with the left element in the 5 & g
NAACP and has used every parliamentary trick to defeat every ?; =S}
effort on issues which they have brought to the floor. | &
PAE L AN TS m E i
Relisble informents, CG 6066-5, CG 6065-S and ¢¥ 1Sl | 2
have all joined what is known &8 the Co-ordlnatlng Committegt %
of the NAACP. This is an unofflclal, loosely knit group of Z1
individuals whose sole objective 1s -to oust the JONES leader- 7§ ! ;
} ship as well as the current national leadership of the NAACP. :;;‘ji
AN EIncluded in this group are CP members, Socialist Workers Party
. (SWP) members, former Independent Socialist Leagu€\4ISL " -
O rn |
-y, ﬁﬁilg.affié% 2y %f 4
3¢ Bureau (REGISTERED) L P B ¢ i)
\'2 chi ~E (;?E% 27§‘
- cago N
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GG 100-3286

members, socialists and other Negro nationalist type
individuals. For the past several mounths thls group has
continued to organize opposition to the JONES and present
national leadership of the NAACP. Meetings have been held
in the Hyde Park, North Side and West Side areas of Chicago
and these meetings are surreptitiously held without the
sanction of the Chicago Branch NAACP leadership and unknown
to this leadership. :

WEonmAPRT”
_ In early 5/59,{@G-6065-é]attended a meeting between
CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT, Illinois District Chairman, and PETTIS
PERRY, following the last N¥C meeting of the CP. At this
meeting CG 6465-S, a CP member and also a member of the left
wing faction in the NAACP, LIGHTFOOT, and PERRY agreed to
have liaison of left forces between Chicago, Los Angeles, and
New York in the matter of nominations of delegates to the
national NAACP convention scheduled for 7/59 and to defeat
current leaderships in the various NAACP Branchiij

e

On 14/29/59 THEODORE A. JONES .yisited the Chicago

Office andjreiterated his anti-Communist policies with regard
to the governing of the Chicago Branch NAACP and weas

confident that the Communists had been defeated. . During

this interview!JONES gave no indication of having knowledge

of the Co-ordinating Committee of the NAACP. He was quite
confident of his ability to keep Communists out of the Chicago
Branch NAACP and indicated that while he would not run for re-
election in 12/59 he has selected a well known Negro business
executive and anti-~Communist to succeed him and is confident
of this individual's election. He indicated, however, that

a group of individuals whom he named were causing trouble
%in the Branch and that he suspected them as beling Communists.

u§his office, while referring him to public sources,
advised him of the Bureau's position regarding dissemination
of information concerning individuals.:

HW 55280

Approved: Sent

DocId: 32959672 Page 5
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CG 100-3286)

Caucus to Name Proposed Left Wing

Slate of Delegates to NAACP National Convention

o
]
|
|
l
!
FBI |
|
]
Date: ]
|
Transmit the following in |
. (Type in plain text or code) jl
S O R TFT ‘
Via lg i "":‘-.;:A —
(Préf__ri&y or Hethod-of-Mailing)™ =+ I
o e e e e e e e e R

Ingoam ST

State Committee,

LEO and BETTY GOLDMAN,

and
slate.
i ISL member,

lce 6066-57)

vote in favor of thelr delegates.

a NAACP meeting of this type.

ECG 6066-33 advised thatm 5/7/59 the Co-ordinating
Committee of the NAACP held a meeting at which a slate of
delegates to the NAACP National Convention was nominated.
This meeting was attended by between LO -
including such prominent Communists as MILTON COHEN, member,
CP, LESTER DAVIS, State Committee, CP, ROBERT
HYMER, member of CP NAACP fraction, FRITZI ENGLESTEIN, a
prominent leader in the Ninth Congressional District, CP,
and others.
current members of the SWP and members of the ISL until it
merged with the Socialist Party - Social Democratic Federation.

Informant advised that the individual leader of
this caucus was one TIM BLACK, a Chicago school teacher and
an individual who can be described as a Negro nationalist.
However, informant advised that the leadership of ENGLESTEIN
POHER was instrumental in maneuvering in picking the
The slate itself includes two SWP members, one former
two CP members and one leader of the Socialist
Party - Social Democratic Federation, out of a total proposed
Chicago Branch delegation of nine members.

J¥Fonmav7. The Co-Ordinating Committee strategy, according to
is that at the meeting at which the Chicago Chapter
delegation is selected, they will pack the meeting with 75 %o
80 of their group which is considered enough to swing the

is to concentrate on working for the nine named delegates as
delegates rather than alternates as it assumes the regular
NAACP organization will have its votes split further in
selecting both delegates and alternates.

| Experience has shown that only 100 people attend
Therefore, the Co-ordinating
Committee feels that by having approximately 75 of its people

50 individuals,

There were also in attendancq

The Co-ordinating Committee

} Approved:

| Special Agent in Charge

}HH 55280 DocId:32989672 Page 6
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at the meeting it will sweep the election of delegates to
the National Convention and this in turn will open the door
for a sweep of the 12/59 elections for the leadership of the
Chicago Branch.

Observations and Proposals

Reliable informants have reported ‘that the strength
of the CP in the leadership of the NAACP, Chicago Branch,
today is at its lowest ebb. Within the past several weeks
the CP frection for work within the NAACP has been working
intensively and diligently to organize and to broaden its
strength in the leadership of the Chicago Branch of the

AACP by defeating JONES as well as to increase its strength
in or at least change the leadership of the National Office
of the NAACP, If the Co-ordinating Committee objective of
election of its slate of delegates from the Chicago Branch
to the National Convention is successful, it will result in
a major accompllshment of CP organizatlonal efforts in the
Negro field in that the NAACP in Chicago alone has approxi-
mately 20,000 members.

With these facts in mind and in considering that
THEODORE A, JONES is an intelligent and able leader with a
political machine of Congressman WILLIAM DAWSON to back him
up, it is felt that if he were put to notice of the existence
of this caucus and slate he could defeat the CP in its
efforts to attempt to get control of. thé Chicago Branch and .
| also of its efforts to gain greater influence in the national
picture of the NAACP. As indicated previously as late as
l1/29/59 when JONES visited this office; .he was unaware of
any organized resistance to his leadershlp although he
recognized individual dissatisfaction among the members as
a result of their statements at Branch meetings.

- b -

Approved: Sent
HW 55280 DocId:32988895 dpAgentyin Charge-
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Date:

(Type in plain text or code)

(Priority or Method of Mailing)

R PALSIRBN T
CG 100-3286l; BRI« NLESRTS
[, .

It is felt that a counterintelligence gain that
will hurt the CP can be had with complete security insofar
as the Bureau is concerned and the following is suggested:

That Chicago be permitted to prepare a letter for
anonymous mailing to THEODORE A. JONES, President of the
Chicago Branch, NAACP, at the earliest possible date to make
him aware of the existence of this organized faction as
well as to the existence of the slate of candidates backed
by the group 6f individuals in opposition to the present
policies and leadership of the national and Chicago Branch,
NAACP.

This letter will be written in longhand in the
language of an individual who would be a member of the
NAACP.

The following proposed letter is submitted for
Bureau approval:

Approved: Sent
Special Agent in Charge

HW 55280 DocId:32989672 Page 8
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CG 100-3286l

Dear President Jones:

I am a member of the Chicago Branch and voted for
you. I know of your troubles with the Communists. I want
Communists out of the Branch. Yesterday,.a Branch member
saw me and asked me to vote for a list of people to go
to our National Convention in New York. I thought the dele-
gates were to be elected on May 22, This person said the
list is already made up. I saw the list and I think some
of them are Communists. Two names I remember are Davis and
a woman named Meyer. I am sure you don't want them in our
Branch. The person told me that the real leaders are Bullock
and Cohen and they have 75 votes already. They tell me
Reverend Griffin is supposed to run this thing but others
are behind him.

I will be there on May 22 to vote against them.
God bless you. :

An o0ld time branch mermber who

used to be in the Communist Party
and has seen the light.

-6 -

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge
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CG 100-3286l

Expeditious consideration is requested for the
above in view of the Convention delegate election meeting
of May 22. The Bureau is assured that this counterintelligence
item can be handled with full security to the Buresu.
Further, that should it succeed, and it is believed JONES,
through his organizational efforts will make it succeed,
the counterintelligence item would serve as a great defeat
for the CP.

AUERBACH

HW 55280 DocId:32989672 Page 10

Approved: Sent

Special Agent in Charge




Mr. Belmont
Mr. Baumgardner
Mr. olconnor
Mr. Bly
E=18=59

NN

CODE

Y3200 Jou
UL ImoR
£28,00 u0OU

81 quoMNs0P Sy I

TELETYPE URGENT 6 .
N2 »!%

/
{
NTATHED

:‘K ‘l‘ 1 N c
7y 1NYORMT s1F -
| s w Tep 2 Al

{ T0 SAC CHICAGO (100-32864) : 2
pATELZ

LD 909

i 200 oYy ¢
1:?'('('7’;{'/9[_) L1057 ¢
Uy Poundosd

FROM DIRECTOR FBI (100-3-104)
C}qpqqxz_, COUNTERTNTELLIGENGE PROGRAY, IS DASH C. RECGATRTEL
AUTHORITY GRANTED IMMEDIATELY MAIL
FOLLOW LETTER AFTER

*
(2%

SUOdso4

MAY ONE FOUR INSTAUT.
ANONYMOUS HANDWRITTEN LETTER 70 JONES.
SUFFICIENT TIHE WITH A.-’JOII.Y.]JOUS TELEPHONE CALL T0 SPELL 0UT

byg,_;[ oYp fo waosddy sspudan Y2 Jno

281p 9Q 20U Rour 129

YORL

DETAILS RE SLATE OF DELEGATES AND PROPOSED PACKING OF
MAY TWO TWO MEETING AND TO INSURE JONES IS SUFFICIENTLY IYPRESSE;

2y 0 0 TojUiy) 83 98N S21

X posop

WITH DANGER CP POSES T0 HIS ORGANIZATION IN THIS MATTER. TAKE

NECESSARY PRECAUTIONS T0O AVOID E’ZzﬂBE‘»ﬂRRASS![E’ﬂ]T BUREAU, @GIVE

PROMPTLY ADVISE BUREAU OF DEVELOPNENTS.
NR. /S /8

SSIP LOf 0% 81 PUD 180NDos Unof 0} 2

od pazuLoyInDIn
56urpoooosd 1w,

PR}?FERRE’D SUPERVISION.

1084

- #

-

D
X

HOB:med , “ S )
d ENC. 77t

(6) 5"
' . V CK <>

NOTE ON YELLOW:
~
See memo Baumgardner to Belmont dated 5_2%DP§QVE%§¥3W

\_/4/

caption, HOB:mjc. _ - TYPED BY
Teletype being utilized in view of ﬁime Iimitation.
[1= B Jeril . .
oo &-113 e gy N e
Rt
Tolsor; t’[MAY 19 1959
Belmont - s
aeéo?ch - /‘) R P
b s - MAY1871959 -
Rosen RS FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
T ?} e
! ar COMMUNIC
n 36 MAY 21 1959 /;;/%7

Holloman

Gandy MAIL RooM [ ] TELETYPE UNIT[ ] |
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P . . COHFIXEHTIAL I Mr. Belmént
U B < - W . Mr. Onsgard

The Attorney General

May 19, 1959
.%; - _/og'?.ﬁ’
&  Director, FBI /o3 0 ”“g
. K b
- COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE = - %W 1 X
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE . Svascds
< . ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE Qgﬂﬁqla
o INTERNAL SECURITY - C ’ o% S
‘g -
CjZ: Theodore A. Jones, an executive of the Supreme
5 ?; Liberty Insurance Company of Chicage, is head of the
%_az Hational Association for the Advancement of Colored
=t

People (WAACP) in Chicago, Illinois. This branch has
approximately 20,000 members, In December, 1953, Jones,
who is opposed to ithe communists, won a sweeping v1ctorJ
against the left-wing supported opposition candidates

in the HAACP and siunce that time he has been in constant
conflict with the lefi~wing elements.

oansO[oSI(Y POZIIO0

ﬁoxwmogm RITEN0H

Information has been secured through informants,

who have furnisiied reliable information in the past,
that a loosely knit group of individualg, calling themselves
the Co~ordinating Committee of the NAACP, has been formed
in Chlcego, Illineis, for the sole purpose of ousting
Jones from leadership.in the HAACP., Included in this
‘group are members of the Communisi Party (CP), US4;
niembers of the Socialist Workers Party, a Trotskyzte
organization; socialisis; and other Negro nafionalist-
| iype individuals., For the past several months this -~ :

group has held surrepf1t1ous meetings throughout Chléége R
organizing opposition to Jones and also agalnst the .. ™
present natlonal leadership of the NAACP. . ’

y—.

suoroueg TRUIHEY) 03 ywelang

COMM-EB!

MAILED 2
MAY 19 1959

[\.
4 meeting of this Co-ordinating Commlttee WSJ
the NAACP was held on May 7, 1959, at which time a

slate of nine proposed delegates was selected o at’teni;c7

the NAACP national convention scheduled to be held in =
HNew York City inm July, 1959. This meeting was attended 3 -
\ . by 40 to 50 individuals including prominent Chicago ES

communists Milton Cohen and Lester Davis, members of

the State Committee of the Illinois CP; Robert Hymer,

,géﬁﬁ':: f' member of the CP fraction 1n the HAACP- and others. -
5;(5?%}1 \ 1{??-%}104 i 13 il 57 L:i\‘isﬁ;si‘/g F@by ga | L

Poracns 3)5; 'Z,ﬁdte on yellow page %; S ot D I AT
Et___ HAD sdlh {1 A T T 7T SN ¢

vS it (6) AN

Hollor

oo T 5 T, WARITIAG Gvre v CONFIHENTIAL
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. CGHFI? TIAL' | .

The Attorney General

The proposed nine-nenber slate of convention delegates
includes two OP members and members of. Trotskyite and
socialist groups. The sirategy of this Co-ordinating
Commitiee is 1o pack the meeting of the Chicago Braach
of the WAACP scheduied for May 22, 1959, with 75 or 80
members o0f its group and push for the election of its
slate of nine delegaies previously selected. $Since
only approximaiely 100 people aitend a Chicago Branch
meeting of this type the Ce~ordinating Commitiee fesls
it will sweep the clection of its delegates to the
national convention and thereby also lay the groundwork’
for ousting Jones from the leadership of the Chicago
Branch of the NAACP.

For your confideniial information we are
anonymously advising tTheodore A. Jones concerning the
activity ef the Co-ordinating Committee of the HAACP
in order that Jones may take sieps to counteract the
activity of this committee,

1 - ¥r, Lawrence E, Walsh
Depuly Atteraney General

NOTE ON YELLOW: This is being classified "Confidential"
since the AG is being advised of activity under the
Counterintelligence Program and if this program became
Imown outside the Department the effectiveness of the
program would be neutralized and the national defense

of our country would be harmed.

~

cowi(éamm.




) granoa & oma noe4 ’ * ' é//
‘ P :"f * \ . . ‘ ,
() ce Memomndzmz e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

T0  : MR. A. H. BELKONT DATE: May 18, 195§
” Tolson,
: i 1l - Mr. Belmont Bjﬁé?é%é
FROM : MR. F. J. BAUMGARDNER! 1 - Mr. Baumgardner MeGunts
ot
. Y 1 - Mr., olconnorou‘ M hoh ——
1 - Mr. 'B'Zy m f}K . zResen"”. =
SUBJECT:  COMMUNIST PARTY, USA FTON coﬂﬁﬂw A% Tam
"COUNTERINTELLIGINCE PROGRAN; TWEORMAT ' coypiiD, )4 o :
INTERNAL SECURITY - C e U e 8 A1 and
pa1E 1A AR

» 'uéng, -
The Chicago branch of the National Association S[for Adv/'égiéh@“og
Colored People (NYACP) has approzimately 20,000 members. Theoddfe A.fJones,
an “exetutive of the Supreme Liberty Insurance Company of _Chicago ;s the head
of this branch. Jones is anticommunistjand also a confidential source of the
Chicago Qﬂfic{} In December, 1958, Jones won a sweeping victory against
the left-wing /supported opposition candidates. Since December, 1958, {ones
has been in/dé%stant conflict with the lefit-wing elements. ‘o (o v VAL
Corrip e TN~ Jouitels O . »
Chicago Office by airtel 5-14-59 advised that through several
reliable injformants, it was learned that a loosely knit group of individuals,
whose sole objective is to oust the Jones leadership calling themselves the
Co~ordinating Committee of the NAACE has been formed. Included in this
group are members of the Communist Party (CP), USA; members of the Socialist
Workers Party (SWP) (trotskyite organization); socialistsy and other Negro
nationalist type individuals. For the past several months this group has
held surreptitious meetings throughout- Chicago organizing opposiition to
Joneg and also against the present national leadership of the NAACP.
ILOLAMANT
Adccording to[bG 6066-33 a meeting of this Co~ordinating Committee:
of the NAACP was held 5-7-59 at which o slate of nine delegates was
selected to attend the NAACP nctional convention scheduled to be held in
New York in July, 1959. This meeting was attended by 40 to 50 individualsg
tncluding prominent Chicago communists, Milton Cohen and Lester Datvis, xfd -
members Illinois State Committee CP, Robert Hymer, member of CP NAACP PN
fraction and others. The nine-member slate of convention delegates includel
two CP members and members of trotskyite and socialist groupings. The o
strategy of this Co-ordinating Committee is to pack the meeting of the o
iChicago branch of the NAACP scheduled for May 22, 1959, with 75 or 80 members
1of their group and push for the election of their slate of nine delegates .
jpreviously selected. Since only approzimately 100 people attend a Chicago =
branch wuroy of this type, the Co-ordinating Committee feels it will sweep -
the election of their delegates to the national convention and thereby also
lay the groundWork for ousting the Jones leadership of the Chicago branch
of the NAACP at the next election in December, 1959. If this concerted
plan of the CP and other dissident elements is successful, it would be a
dapgerous accomplishment since the strength of the CP in the Thicago branch
of the NAACP at the present time is at its lowest ebb. It is, therefore,

RN

u;

extremely destirable that we discreetly frustrate the -plans of thi oo
Co-ordinating Committee inside the NAACP. ‘/’faJ ;55 v /Zj f [ ~
- oSt B .
HOBsmjc~ . Lnelosure A Sy O o o dissél
i y N 3 I ~ SF . S '
* 100« 3~ 1I04s document is prepored-in rgsponse 16 Joun, Lo »g?zs 0 isse ,)} e
(5) 4 F/;:\g; s nation ouiside your C'ommg“e&@ Iis wee 43 uﬂ,?ﬁ,»m‘&; zéﬁ@%rogpeedmgs:b?;:
A0 Tl your Cummittee and the content may nut be disclosed to unauthorfeed persowy
O, nel without the express approval of the FBIrg==== —)

HW 55280 ‘lﬁ
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont
RE:s COMMUNIST PARTY, USA
100~3=104

Chicago Office, requests authorization to send a handwritten
anonymous letter to Theodore A. Jones, president of the Chicago bdbranch of
the HAACP, advising him of the existence of this slate of delegates and
plans of the coordinating commititee to pack the May 22, 1959, meeting.

RECOMMENDATION:

The Chicago Office is being instructed in attached teletype to
immediately mail the anonymous letter. In addition, the Chicago Office is
being instructed to follow up the anonymous letter afiter sufficient time
with an anonymous telephone call to spell out more details re slate of
delegates and proposed packing of May 22, 1959, meeting and to insure
Jones is sufficiently impressed with danger CP poses to his organization
in this matter. Teletype is necessary due to time limitations.

9]
Y PV
e 2

HW 55280 DocId:32989672 Page 15 ’ -2 -




STANDARD F.ORM‘NO-ﬁ‘. . . g ‘
Qjﬁw Memo, md%m » UNITED STA. .8 GOVERNMENT

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-10.4) DATE: May 26, 1959

Treahts

FROM :4—"SAC, CHICAGO (100-3286L)

% CONPJDENTIAL

SUBJECT: “COMMUNIST PARTY, USA o |6

COUNTERINTELLIGENCE PROGRAM scassTrrm BY SEEBmMIHE
INTERNAL SECURITY = C on_Jz-l-0o_

<

Re Chicago letter to Director dated May 1L, 1959 which
proposed a counterintelligence stratagem designed to frustrate
Communist Party (CP) attempts to have a delegate slate favorable
to the CP elected as representative of the Chicago National
Association for Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) Brsnch
at the July, 1959 National NAACP Convention, and Bureau
teletype to Chicago dated May 18, 1959 granting authority.

meun

On May 19, 1959, an anonymous letter, that set out
on page six of re Chicago letter, was directed to THEODORT 4,
JONTS, President of the Chicago NAACP Branch.

L

8oLl U

s On May 21, 1959 an anonymous telephone call was
directed to THEODORE A. JONES, which call further developed
the content of the anonymous letter.

INF /L mMNI7T
On May 25, 1959, {ca 1h-§% who bhas furnished relisble
information in the past, advised at on May 22, 1959 the
regular monthly meeting of the Chicago NAACP Branch member-
ship was held at TL15 South Cottage Grove Avenue, Chicago,
I1linois.,

=ANSO[ISIT P

v ‘\\q

S;
NOLLVINTOINI ALIMADHAS TYNOLLVN

o Suonouey TRUIWLL) 03 309fqng

The meeting took the form of the election of Chicago -

WAACP Branch delegates to the July, 1959 National NAACP -
Convention. - MG,M"" Y, 0
1y

N VY eV RE%' % P .
CQG 1lj-Sladvised that the Meft caucus@/%}ate was
"buried in an avalanche of JONES! votes." [G 1lL-Slsaid that
the "left caucus", which had carefully planned its "election
coupt began encountering trouble on May 20 and 21, 1959 when
the Chicago NAACP Branch leadership did not make known the
definite site of the May 22, 1959 NAACP membership meeting.
/wwwwmﬁﬁﬁ 1u-§jsaid that the monthly membership meeting site is =
always made known twor days before the meeting but on May 20,
1959, the "left .caucus™ could not, by any method, gain
information regarding the meeting site and.accordingly, had
difficulty in directing ‘left caucus" people.

T e _ oaautiphies 1050
) o R HiE Exempy/from GDS, Categor§ __# -
AR r;—.z@ Bureau (REGIML N “LG 1959 . {f» Pa classificationdndefinite
;. 2771 I~ Chicago, -, ;g 30 f/ 1w iy
NI 1 ) A B A S : ey 'j . :
go8 J3¢/njo 471 5 L F >
(3) I S A Ao~ D
r e l’-'w- S 0 , 7L
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ECG 14-S1 a 1eadé§_iﬁj§§§€@ﬁ§qa o NAACP "left caucus",
said that By May 22, 1959 when it was determined by the "left
caucus™ that the meeting would be held at Th1l5 South Cottage Grove
Avenue, Chicago, the "left caucus" engaged in a hectic last
minute effort to marshal and direct "left caucus" voting
strength to TL15 Cottage Grove Avenue.

»

VR

When "left caucus" people arrived at the TL15 Cottage
Grove address, they experienced "a real blow". JONES had
packed the meeting with members of the United Steel Workers
Union whom JONES had '.nfranchized for the occasion”.

‘ The JONES slate was elected easily, by such a margin
that the highest "left caucus”" vote-getter badly trailed the
lowest JONIS candidate. e ‘ .

IR AT Il_,fof‘m .

EQG 1h-§33aid that he/was surprised at JONES! "sudden
political astuteness". {CG 14~Slsaid that JONES was obviously
aware of .the "left caucus" plan though the caucus had tried its
best to conceal its planned delegate coup. E@G 1u-S}said that
the "left caucus" defeat badly jarred caucus morale; to such /Veaman7—
an extent that the meeting ended on a note of "left caucus"
resignation to the fact that JONES had secured complete
dominance over NAACP at Chicago. “

I RoamanT

Jca 1L-Slwent on to say that this "left caucus" defeat
may well render the "left caucus™, at least for a while,
impotent as the carefully planned "left caucus. delegate coup”
was crushed by the enlightened political tactics of THEODORE
4, JONES. . .

The Chicago Division feels that it,.through counter-
intelligence, materially aided in the defeat of the NAACP
"eft caucus" for the following reasons:

1) The Negro press at Chicago two days before and the
city press one day before monthly NAACP membership meetings,
always carry conspicuously the monthly NAACP meeting site.
That information wes on the occasion in point withheld from
the press.

2) The informetion as to ,the monthly NAACP meeting site
bhas always been available inthe past the day before the meeting
through the NAACP leadership; yet on this occasionm, tiroseo f
the "left caucus" who attempted to get information regarding
the meeting site got only, according to JCG 1u-§§ double talk

\

ive language.
and ev§31 guag foogorman T

b
R Y
1S
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CG 100-3286)
3) JONES used a reé§£3i¥j‘ s iﬁfév'strength for the 1%

first time, the Steel Workers, mentioned previously. JCG 14-S3}
who is well acqueinted with NAACP people and power blocs said
that the "steel workers steam roller" was something new to
informed NAACP people and was & bloc unknown to NAACP people
until the time of the meeting. {CG 1L -S)said that he cannot
recall a NAACP function being held at the Steel Workers Union
Hall, 7L15 South Cottage Grove Avenue, Chicago, in the past.

jn o amnnt

Suggestions and Recommendations

Chicago feels that it played a definite part in the
defeat of the "left caucus™, an attempt by the CP to infiltrate
a "right led" mass organization.

Based on the results of the above and because of the
broad CP program of infiltration of mass organizations, it is
felt that this incident has demonstrated that the Bureau's
Counterintelligence Program can successfully be extended to
cover CP programs in "right led" organizations.

The Bureau may desire to advise the field of the
additional counterintelligence possibilities offered in the
matter of the counteracting of Communist influence in mass
organizations.

It is felt that with careful planning and implementation,
the Bureau's Counterintelligence Progrem can be further extended
to obtain additional effective results.

CONFIDENTIAL
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{10  ,Mr. A. H. Belmont %:(}gg;? ﬁ{?. June 2, 1959
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! @7‘\? DATE: .
1‘ ; iPdr' . Be lmont (::.t//'?rolson .
~ Mr.

/"“\ Belment 2_,

1
rrom : Mr. F. J. Baumgardner, . 1 Baumgardner BeL gt i
- éi\tm 1 - Mr. 0'Connor MeGplee £
COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 1 - B Bly poreons
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Holloman

The counterintelligence operation aimed at preventing théwmi,

communist led "left caucus" of the Chicago branchof the National Ai¢ . |
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) from ¢ ¢

eTecting Tert-winig-candidateés to the July, 1959, nationgl convention

e

of the NAACP was successful. /f{,h/ﬁﬁ?
AQ}P* " By teletype May 18, 1959, the Bureau authorized Chicago gffice
//f%o immediately mail an anonymous handwritten letter t0 Theodore A« Jones, -

anticommunist president of the Chicago branch of,;he/NAACP advising {ﬂflﬂu
i

t':"‘!zh‘
H

B

him of the intention of communist €lenents 1o pack the May 22, 1959,
meeting, which was scheduled to elect nine delegates to the July,
1959, national convention to be held in New York City. The Burea :
iauthorized an anonymous follow-up telephone call to further spelil L
our more details of the secret plan and to impress Jones with the ‘géé??/
danger the Communist Party (CP) posed to his organization in this
connection. Since the Chicago branch of the NAACP has approximately .

20,000 members, its delegation at the national convention would g
jrepresent a powerful voice at the cgnyention.
jBFon-ma

By letter dated 5-26-59 the Chicago 0ffice advised the anonymous
| letter was mailed May 19, 4959, and an anonymous telephone call was

| made 5-21-59.. Throughﬁpé 14-S, who is a member of the executive

| board of the Illinois State NAACP} it was learned that the "left caucus"

: slate was "buried in an avalanche of Jones votes.. The strategy

| jused by Jones to effect his victory was to keep the meeting place

‘ secret until 5-22-59, thus preventing the "left caucus" from counseling

|! its people in advance as to the meeting place. Usually, the NAACP

1 meeting place is advertized two days in advance in the Negro press

and one day before in the city press. On this occasion the information
was withheld from the press. Jones selected the United Steel Workers

. Union hall as the meeting place and then packed the meeting with
members of the union whom Jones had "enfranchized for the occasion.”

The Jones slate of delegate candidates was elected easily by such a
vymargin that the highest "left caucus! vote getter badly trailed .
the lowest Jones candidate. 1CG 14-SJadvised that he was surprised )
Lat Jones' "sudden political astuteness" and that Jones was obviousl ﬂg{ )
aware of the plans of the "left caucus," which had been concealed. 7

’fChicago Office feels that this counterintelligence operation played/ Cf
l a definite part in frustrating the CEplan to elect its slate of

convention delegates. NATIQNAL SECUBITY INFORMATION /- ¢#
; , #=% " Unauthotized Disclosure © ™ / d
Enclosure.. 2. 77 731“;;;? Sulyjegbnte’ CFmnAl Sanctionsy _
LN s TR qar , A6 .
100-3-104 .~ '™ ;"uf,Q!ufbg 0 dUN&ﬁgggﬁkdxs,rzéiizﬂmw_;?:”,
HOB: ebc i T ¢ o Exempt TR Sieation g HinRE——
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Mkmorandum to Mr. Belmont

RE: COMMUNIST PARTY USA, CO |ERINTEL IGENCEﬂPROGRAM
100-3-104 = ~ Y

Chicago Office po1nts out that this incident has demonstrated
'%that our Counterintelligence Program can successfully be extended
zxto disrupt secret CP maneuvers in right-led organizations. We will
P;rema1n on the alert for additional similar situations where our
|

cauntgr1nte111gence activities can be discreetly expanded in thls
regar

1 ONs

There is attached for your approval a letter to the
Attorney General advising him of the successful outcome of the

May 22, 1959, NAACP meeting. Under date of May 19, 1959, we previously
advised the Attorney General of the CP threat to the Ch1cago branch

of the NAACP. /! . ‘
S g |
, M} N, I S

o/
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y . ) 1 bad Mro Belmont
‘ CONFINENTIAL . 1 -~ Mr., Baumgardner
- . , : 1 - Mr. OiConnor
« ' 1 - Mr. Bly
* . .
The Attorney General ) June 3, 1659
i‘ Director, FBI QL
\ 7 '
' ‘“D?‘ o .
_ COMMUWIST INFILTRATION OF THE cﬁgsﬂ&@?,@a
7 WATIONAL, ASSQGIATION POR THE oE 2 -
ADVANCEMERT OF COLORED PROPLE ob

INTERBAL SECURITY = C

Reference is made to my letter of pay 19, 1959,
which slerted you to secret cammunlist plans to pack the
May 22, 1959, meeting of the Chicago Branch of the Natlonal
Assoclation for the Advancement of (olored People (NAACP)
in order to assurs election of a slate of nins selected
candidates as delegates to the NRAACP convention to be held
in dew York Clty, July 13 to 19, 19%9. 1In reference
letter you were confidentially advised that we were
anonymously alerting Theodore A. Jones, anticommunist
prasident of the Chicago Branch, to the plans of the Yleft
caucus? in order that Jones could take steps to countere
act this activity.

INSCToRIY PazIIoyneif)

guepiPURy [eUIWLL) 03 elqng |
NOILVWUOANI ALIENDHES TVNOLLVN

Por your further confidentisl information in this
connection, our Chicago Office has advised that our sirategy
materially aided in the defeat of this NAACP ®left caucus.®
Jones was discreetly alerted to the threat the Conmunist
Party posed 0 his orgenization on May 19, 1959, through an
anonymous letter and on May 21, 1959, by &n anonymous
talephone call. T¥ollowing receipt of this information,
Jones irmediately employed the following strategy. He kept )
the meeting place secret until May 22, 1959, thus prsventing [/
the "left caucus® from counseling its people in advancs
as Yo the meeting place. Usually the NAACGP meeting place is
advertised two days in advance in the Negro press and ons T
day before in the city press. On this occasion the informatio
regarding the meeting was withheld Irvom the press. In T
eddltion, Jones sslected the United Steel Workers Union hall
for the meesting and packed the meeting with members of this
Union whom Jones had “enfranchxsaqyiorytga occaﬁion.

fw{;ﬂ an individual hilghly pleced 1nside the Illinois . -
NAACP has advised that he wes“surprissd.pﬁgsbnes' “sudden
Tol on

Tolten political astuteness." The Jones slate was elected easlly, . -

EEBR SN LT B S W TEITr0e7Y
Mohr ——— 61-317a f2ad & 1w JUN 3 1959
Rosen

{See memorandum Baumgardner to Mr. Belmont dated June 2, 1959
Eﬁgr 5/ captionad "Communist Party, USA; Countefzéijiéiganaa.Program
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The Attorney General

o

by such a margin thet the highest "left caucus" vobte-getter
badly trailed the lowest Jones candidate., The Yleft caucusgh
defeat badly jarred the “"lalt caucus' morale and may well
render the "left csucus,® at least for s while, impotent,

Since the Chlcago Branch of the NAACPF has
approximataly 20,000 members, 1ts delegation to its 1959
natlonal conventlon would be one of the iargast. Had the
communists in the "left caucua" been sble to elect thelr
nine selected candidates ea delegates this would havse
repregsented a tremendous victory for the communlet element
in the Chicago Branch of the NAACQP and a potential threat
to the naticnal leadershlp of the HAAGP.

1 « Mr. Tawrence E. Walgh
Deputy Attorney Genersl

NOTE ON YELLOW:

This is being classified "Gomfidenttad¥ since
The Attorney General is being advised of activities under

the Counterintelligence Program; if this progr
program became
sgggg ggtiégz t?? Dgpargmagt, the effectivengss of the program
ralized snd the national def
country would be harmed. efense of our

Data concerningresults of this
) ! progrem as it
pertains to instant communication were set f%rth in Chicago

letter 5-26-59, file nmmber 100310k~
byzgﬁ 1h-§] ’ | r 3-104~-1080, and was furnished

IR FOnmM AT

&

CO&FIﬁ%ﬁTI&L
-D -
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Re Chicago letter to Director dated 5/14/59
*under the Counterintelligence caption.

Background

The Chicago Branch of the NHational Asscociation
for the Advancement of Colored People (HAACP) continues
to be headed by President THECDORE A, JONES, a Chicago
business executive, who is an outspoken anti-Communist

During 1958, JONES abolished NAACP? Units at

Chicago which were heavily infiltrated by Conmunist Party
(CP) people .and other Marxist elements.

c P

At the time of the unit dissolution by JONES,
a Chicago NAACP faction in opposition- to JONES was formed
This faction, the NAACP "left caucus', composed in part of
CP, Socia11st workers Party (S72) and other jarxist groups,
attenpted unsuccessiully in December, 1958, to defeat
the JOHES' slate in the annual Chicago NAACP election.
] Again in May, 1952, the HAACP "left caucus" failed in its
attempt to elect a slate, responsive to the Yleft caucus®

viewpoint, as delegates to the July, 1959 National NAACP

Ay

Ay,

s Ve
ngl Bureau (BM) ' fycﬁir
2 - Chicago 55 25
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‘//As outlined in referenced letter, the "left
caucns”'was "buried in an avalanche of JONES' votes”
“~in its May, 1959 ef:ort After 1ts set bac& in May,

T~

and began quietly to build an. organization.

During the summer of 1959 ‘while regular NAACP
activity at Chicago was curtailed, the "left caucus”
set up a regular schedule of meetings, increased its
membership, elected a leadership and acquired funds.
The "left.caucus!" also recruited vigorously new NAACP
members at Chicago who were ideologically allied with thef
“"left caucus".

After organizing carefully from June to

October, 1959 and baiting JONES continually during that
period, the "left caucus™ in QOctober, 19259, dealt the
current Chicago NAACP leadership, headed by THECDORE JONES,
two jarring blows: 1) The entire "left caucus” slate

of delegates was elecited to represent the Chicago NAACP
Branch at the 10/59 Illinois State Convention., JGHES,
though the leader of Illinois' most influential NAACP
Branch, was not even elected a delegate to the organization's
state convention; 2) The "left caucus" slate was elected
in toto in the annual NAACP nominating committee election.
‘This nominating committee is the Key to HAACP elections
because it selects those names which will appear on the
.ballot at the annual December Chicago Branch NAACP election.

Amcng those elected to the nominating committee
of eight were MILTON COHEN and LESTER. DAVIS, members of the
Iilinois State CP Committee, FRITZIE ENGLESTREIN, Illinois
CP member, BARNEY TAYLOR, SWP member, SAUL MENDELSON,
former member of the Independent Socialist League National
Committee. This nominating committeefhas a chairman who is

CG 14-S Zg Ponti00 geferea 45

TEMOF TV 1DRAIVEY IR RO NBNT

~

NAACP President JORES is reportedly disgusted
and tired of fighting the "left caucus™ and seems about
ready to capitulate to the "left caucus" by accepting
the candidate slate of the "left caucus" dominated nominating
committee in re the 1959 NEACE election.

HW 55280 DocId:32989672 Page 24
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. It has been learned t at the left caucus"

dominated nomlnatlng comnittee, while supposedly going
to nominate a slate acceptable to both JONES and the
"left caucus'", a "harmony slate", will at the last
poss1ble instant on November 27, 1959, the day-’the ballot
is drawn up, nominate "left caucus" 1eader GERALD BULLOCK,
whom JONES reportedly despises. BULLOCK will reporiedly
be supported by former Chicago NAACP President WILLOUGHBY
ABNER, an eremy of JONES, whom JONES defeated in the
Chicago NAACP Branch Presidential election of 1957. The
"left caucus'" feels that the BULLOCK-ABHER coalition

. will win easily not omly because of its strength perse,
but primarily due to the fact that its existence will not
become known to JONES until the last minute on November 27,
1952 when itmis too late for JONES to rally his forces.

It should be noted that in October, 1959,
Illinois CP Chairman CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT said that the
"inmediate task"of the Illincis CP is to recruit members
for the Chicago NAACP before November 11, 1959. LIGHTFOOT
said that new HAACP recruits who are signed up before
November 11, 1959, will be eligible to vote in the
December 11, 1959 Chicago NAACP election and that thus
the CP can play a prominent behind-the-scenes role in the
December, 1959 Chicago NAACP electionm.

v On November 7, 1959,LESTER DAVIS in addressing
South Side Chicago CP 1eaders, said that “the NAACP
at Chicago can be altered by changing the rotten leadership...
We are within grasp of victory....We.are well nigh in a
position to exercise control of NAACP at Chicago."

Observations and Proposals

. Based on the preceding information, it would
appear that the "left caucus’ of NAACP seems in an
excellent position to take over the NAACP at Chicago.
Unless President THEODORE JONES can somehow be energized
to marshal his followers axl campaign aggressively, it
"appears that the CP, by using the "left caucus" and directing
CP members in the "leLt caucus', will achieve a
significant degree of control of NAACP at Chicago.

DocId: 2989672 Page 25




=g

CG 100-32864

In an attempt to frustrate the "left caucus” PR

the followind tactic is suggested.

L3

' ‘(
NAACP President THEODORE JONES and[Ce 14-s, s

the Chairman and key man on the NAACP homlnatlng
are both vitally interested in the civil rig

)) 7
pol"r )fﬁ"’u A

Commlttee
.S _question

p!
;0 » A

and are both-anti~-Communist.

[QG 14-S} who ho1ds a

IME s Rmn 7

leadership position in the "left caucus',has asked for

guidance in what he calls "his current dilemma', AS a  ,ugeamsdT

"left caucus”

1eader,£§G 14~§1wants to progress in the

caucus and thus increase his value to the Bureau.

As a

well-educated,

he knows Communism

intelligent Negro,
to be detrimental to the best interest of the Negro people
and fears that the "left caucus' taking over NAACP at )
Chicago will be prejudicial to the best interest of the
Negro.
/A/»—aa_mor/f'

Currently{éG 14~ é]ls meeting regularly with
NAACP President THECDORE JONES in an effort to work out
the so-called "harmony slate'. It will be recalled that
the "left caucus'" is reportedly only using the "harmony
slate'" as a subterfuge and plans at the last minute on
November 27, 1959,to double cross JONES and to spring
the BULLCCXZ-ABNER coalition. p 7

v . P Ll

In response ‘to{_CG 14—83 request for guidance,
the Chicago Division proposes that while giving him
guidance, it simultaneously can 1n1t1ate a counterlntelllgence
action, ypen ™

aLer,ﬂ
™ ﬁ,)f

portiot Do
The Chicago Division proposes that[@ 14-8, oo
in his discussions with JONES eaxly in the week of November
22,1959, discretely and indirectlyfinform JONES of the
BULLOCK~ABNER coalition's existence and the fact that
it, the coalition, will be sprung on JONES on November 27,
1958 when it is too late for him to marshal opposition forces.

The Chicago Division feels that if JONES is
informed in time that his hated enemy GERALD BULLOCK is,
by mearns of a coup, attempting to succeed him,will
become enraged, summon his lieutenants and go all out
to defeat BULLOCK and the "left caucus'" with him.

" CONE UL;L"'EQ[

t
'
t
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Even if JéﬁES eﬁergi éd-and goes all out, i
he will reportedly have Great diiflculty in defeating
the "left-caucus". If he were to activate and could not .
.~Aie*eaf the "left caucus"® conn?etely, it is felt that
his polltlcal activities, if he can be influenceed to
orgatfiize, can at least gain him sufficient support to
limit the Party influence in the HAACP? to anirreducible
minimun,. ,

e
;..nl-

l i

It is noted that after due comsideration, the
Chicago Division feels that an anonymous mailing would

Y

“

not again be effective in this situation. Py
N . . y 0 @'f“"p,ﬂ”"
Recommendation 1 o1 s 10T Ik
' ﬂsz-fﬂa" /)i‘uﬂ, ‘ "J
Pureau authority is requegted (by alrtel) to fwr” )
[zllov CG 14-5 to "leak dlscrete1y" information regardin mﬁy ﬂ”ﬂ”
the BULLOCK-ABNER coalition to THECDORE JONES[as early~” O .|,
in the week of November 22, 1959 as possibl€] The sconer 7¢»f X
JONES is notified, the more time he will have, if this mi”thn)’
technique if approved, to mobilize for the November 27, 1959 w#
NAACP pre~-election nmeeting
LOPEZ
- 7 .
i
- « 3 A ““
B ER
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o

»
v
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= Teletype being sent due to urgency of actzon desired.
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3:104)

FROM: SAC, CHICAGO (100-32864)
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COMMUNIST.PARTY, USA -
COUNTERINTELLIGENCE PROGRAM. - ~-w-oe .
INTERNAL SECURITY - C

Remyairtel 11/19/59 and Bureau teletype
1173/59 re counterintelligence activity designed to defeat
the "ieft caucus" within the Chicago National Asscociation
for Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) which is composed
of individuals opposed to the leadership of THEODORE A.
JONES, current Chicago NAACP President. There are members
of the Illincis CP and other Marxist elements in this
caucus and the immediate objective of their efforts is the
election of Chicago Branch officers to be held on 12/11/59.
ﬂ;x—ﬂw) Jelerey BY 1Mpo nma T TErP2s 7

;mwndlﬁwﬂmngﬁh* Immediately upon receipt of Bureau authority,
CG 14-S‘Was contacted and instructed to discreetly and in-
directly furnish to JONES information in informant's
possession concerning plans of the "left caucus”™ to double-
cross JONES after purporting to agree on a "harmony slate”
of candidates satisfactory to both JONES and the caucus.
The informant later reported that he was able to furnish
this information to JONES within twenty-four hours since
JONES contacted him shortly after JONES returned to Ch:!.cago\\f,.}na
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Informant advised that JONES' reaction upon
receiving this information was one of surprise and anger.
He promptly stated that although he did not intend to be a
candidate for re-election as President .of the Chicago
Branch and had planned to take a cooperative and amenable
attitude toward the "harmony slate'" being prepared by the
Nominating Committee, he now saw the need for direct
action in support of candidates of his own choosing in
the Branch election. He said he was considering two or three
individuals who might be strong candidates for President,
and that one of these would receive the ungqualified and
active support of himself and his followers.

The following information concerning the recent
developments in this matter was received from}CG 14—$J
on 12/2/59: N Eo N oAnnd T

Within a few days, after a meeting by JONES with
his supporters, he flatly rejected the "harmony slate"
which was offered by the Nominating Committee. Further,
at a meeting of the "left caucus" =2 decision was made that
the caucus would support a full slate of candidates which
included GERALD BULLOCK for President, LOLA BELLE HOLMES
for Secretary, and LESTER DAVIS and SAUL MENDELSON as
Executive Board.members. DAVIS is a current member of the
Illinois State Committee of the Communist Party (CP) and
HOLMES is an Illinois CP member. MENDELSON is a former
member of the National Committee of .the Independent
Socialist League, now defunct.

The JONES forces also prepared a slate which
included DEMPSEY TRAVIS, a well-known Negro realtor for
President, WILLIE THOMAS for First Vice President, ETHEL
DOSTAL for Secretary, and JAMES KEMP for Treasurer. TRAVIS
is a candidate persorally selected by JONES, and the others
mamed are incumbents who are strong supporters of JONES.
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KEMP is-one_of JONES' firsﬁ lieutenants and the source of
much of his following among trade union members. JONES,
himself, is a candidate for the Executive Board on this
slate. .

At a meeting of the Chicago Branch on 11/27/59,
the most important business was the election of a three
man Election Supervisory Committee to serve at the Branch
election on 12/11/59. The duties of this Committee are
to control procedures connected with the distribution of
the ballots and, in the past, the Committee has also super-
vised the counting of the ballots. This meeting was calkd
by JONES in a2 union hall near 74th Street and Cottage Grove
and his opponents accused him of choosing this hall because
he would be able tc marshal additiomal support from Chicago
NAACP members who are trade unionists and who normally
nonmaricongregate there for recreational purposes. According to
iEG 14-S:Zthere were over 200 members present at this meeting
and the eomposition of the membership present at first
indicated that the supporters of the "left caucus" enjoyed
a slight numerical advantage. With JONES presiding, the
v meeting was temporarily delayed until addltlonal members
from JONES' camp arrived. ;

Both sides offered three candidates for the
Election Supervisory Committee and each side named three
tellers to count the votes. It had been indicated that
there were about 220 members present but after 220 ballots
were counted there were still a large number of uncounted
ballots remaining. This brought a sharp protest from SAUL
MENDELSON, a leading member of the "left caucus" who was
serving as a teller for the caucus. One of the JONES tellers
insisted that he had counted at least 300 members present
and the counting of the ballots was continued after a
ruling by JONES.

When the vote count passed 265 and there were
still a substantial number of uncounted ballots, MENDELSON
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became extremely angry and challenged the legalitiy of the
election. JONES ruled against him. MENDELSON then seized
both the counted and uncounted ballots and threw them out
into the crowd, scattering the ballots on the floor.

After the confusion subsided, JONES, as Chairman,
ruled that MENDELSON had forfeited the election by his
action. He then announced that JAMES KEMP, THEODORE
CALLION, and AMY VICTOR, the candidates of the JONES forces,
had been elected to the Election Supervisory Committee
for the December Branch election of officers. JONES then
adjourned the meeting and left the hall.

These developments left the meeting in an uproar
and GERALD BULLOCK took the floor and drafted a telegram
of protest to ROY WILKINS, National NAACP leader, which was
signed by BULLOCK and at least ten others. The telegram
demanded supervision of the Chicago Branch election in
December by impartial representatives of the NAACP National
Office. . .

t In a meeting ofthe"left caucus” held on 12/1/59,
the major activity was the composition of a long letter

to the national leadership of the NAACP which included a
statement that a copy of the letter was being sent to the
local press. It was expected that this letter might influence
WILKINS to take action as requested by the "left caucus' in
supervising the forthcoming Branch election. Some considera-~
tion was also given to a proposal that an attempt be made

to obtain an injunction of some type against the JONES
forces. No final decision was made on this proposal at

that time. .

! Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge
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Observations and Conclusions

‘Although pertinent developments in this matter
have been set forth above, it is not possible {0 predict

CG 14-8
ommittee composed of JONES supporters is permitted to

as pointed out that if the Election Supervisory

However,

both DAVIS and HOLMES

that JONES
mobilizing his forces
addition, he rejected
the "left caucus" and
for Branch officers.

of the Chicago office
l activity as set forth

7
Nﬂﬂ’the outcome of the 12/11/59 election at this time.
b

function at the Branch election, the 'left caucus' will be
faced with a very limited possibility of success.
indication that the Illinois Party leadership is concerned

about this development, CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT recently instructed

As an

to seriously consider remaining in

Chicago for the election in spite of the fact that they
are scheduled to accompany the Illinois delegation to the
CP National Convention on the same weekend.

From the developments to date, it is apparent
"did take immediate and aggressive action in

for the 11/27/58 Branch meeting.
the "barmony slate' supported by
presented a slate of his own candidates
These were the immediate objectives

in initiating this counterintelligence
in re airtel of 11/19/59.

In

The Bureau will be promptly advised of any
additional pertinent developments, including the final
outcome of the 12/11/59 Chicage Branch NAACP elections.

LOPEZ

5 -
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s enTrey  IEORmOIT Lo Bl v g7 g NALee .
Under dhte of November 23, 1950, the Bureau a LS ng
Chicago Office tojfinstructil¢ 14-S tso discreetly and indirectly 1ea§}perti~
nent information t£6 TheodorZ A. Jénes, anticommunist president of the
Chicago Branch of the National Association for Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple (NAACP), regarding secret plans of the "left caucus,” aimed eventually,
at seizing control of the Chicago Branch at the annual election on A
December 11, 1959. The planned strategy of the "left caucus” was to have ¥’
its slate of officers nominated at the pre-election meeting scheduled for
Nevember 27, 1959. [Our informant, CG 14-8, was the chairman of the
Neminating Committegl which committee consisted of three communists, two

of whom were on the Illinois State Communist Party (CP) committee, as well
8s 8 member of the Socialist Workers Party and a former member of the
national committee of the\ Independent Socialist League. According to 2C 7
g6 14-S} it looked as thovgh the Nominating Committee would nominate a
group of leftist officers.

jaroner A7

et et

Panﬂo)) deperep A3 IRERCRMATION Tl FU
tOeTInY IrPRosLm ST

The Chicago Office, by airtel dated December 3, 1959, furnished
infermation pointing out that our counterintelligence efforts in trying to
prevent the communists from seizing control of this 20,000-member Chicago
Branch of the NAACP has been initially successful. However, the final test
wlll come on December 11, 1959, when the actual election of officers will
take place, )

Pontierd Deleten As 1NRermarior) TEups T5 10Cwtizy I0Koamast I

EbG 14-8, following instructions and without revealing his inform-
ant status, discreetlxjadvised Jones on November 23, 1959, of the secret
plans of the "left caucus" Nominating Committee to double cross Jones and
select a slate of candidates not acceptable to Jones(after promising to "
select a "harmony slate" of candidates)which would have included a commue" "
nist as secretary and another communist as executive board member. The
Jones forces prepared an opposing slate of noncommunist officer candidates.
At the Chicago Branch meeting on November 27, 1959, the most important busi
ness was to elect a fhree-man Election Supervisory Committee to serve at
the Branch election on December 11, 1959. This committee would control pro-
¢edures connected with the distribution of ballots and supervise the count-
ing of the baliots. The November 27, 1959, meeting was called by Jones in
a unlon hall near Tith Street and Cottage Grove in Chicago and his oppo-
nents accused him of choosing this hall because he would be able to marshal
additional support from Chicago NAACP members who are trade unionists and
¥ho normally congregate there for recreational purposes. According to

£§§ 14-S7] there were over 200 members present andﬁéf logked at Tirst that
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont

RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA
COUNTERINTELLIGENCE PROGRAM
INTERNAL SECURITY - C

100-3-104 -

the supporters of the "left caucus" enjoyed a slight numerical advantage.
Jones, who was presiding, delayed the meeting until additional Jones sup-
porters arrived. Both sides then offered three candidates for the Election
Supervisory Committee: It had been indicated that there were about 220
members present at the meeting. When the vote count passed 265 and there
was still a substantial number of uncounted balleots, Saul Mendelson, a lead-
ing member of the ‘"left caucus" who was serving as a teller for the caucus,
became extremely angry and challenged the legalifty of the election. Jones
ruled against him and Mendelson then seized both. the counted and uncounted
ballots and threw them out into the crowd, scattering the ballots on the
floor. After the confusion subsided, Jones, as chalrman, ruled that
Mendelson had forfeited the election by his action and then announced that
the candidates representing the Jones forces had been elected to the Electic
Supervisory Committee. Jones then adjourned the meeting and left the hall.
These developments left the meeting in an uproar and Gerald Bullock, who is
to be the "left caucus" candidate for president of the Chicago Branch, took
the floor and drafted a telegram of protest to Roy Wilkins, national NAACP
leader, which was signed by Bullock and at least 10 others. The telegram
demanded supervision of the Chicago Branch election on December 11, 1959, by
impartial representatives of the NAACP national eoffice.
fAISon marl T

[c6 14-g]nas advised that while it is impossible to predict the
outcome of the December 11, 1959, election, if the Election Supervisory
Commlttee composed of Jones supporters is permit®ed to function at the
Branch election, the "left caucus" will . be faced with a very limited possi-
bility of electing their candida

tes.
RECOMMENDATION: ﬂduéé; .
274

This memorandum has been prepared for your information. There is’
attached herewith an airtel to the Chicago Office instructing that the
Bureau be kept promptly advised of all developmemts, particularly the
results of the December 11, 1959, election of officers for the Chicago
Branch of the NAACP.
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COMMUNIST PARZY, USA ]

COUNTERINTELLIGLNGE PROGRAM
INTERNAL SECURITY ~ O

RBe Chicago airtel Decswber 3, 195%.

It would appear that the counterintelligence cbjective.
aimed 2% preventing the "laft caucus" Crom seilzing conbtrol of the.
Chicageo Branch of the MNational Aszociation for Advancement of Colored
People {HAACP) has been initially succesaful., The Bursau should te
kept promptly advised of all psriinent developments, particularly
the gsctual resulis of Che Decamber 11, 1853, election of Chicago
Branch officers of the RAACP. '

l ]
! > 5
£7 .
Sr S
ey .

Sse Memo Baumgardner to6 Belmont 12/7/59 same caption
HOB s kmo

~

and is not for d.issemg-
icial proceedings g

e to your request
wthorized persors

’IL(“;’U”’L 01 1 %dﬂe 13 OUA ( )0”7/”“: tee ItS USe 'l:g l’l:’)’l’b’. /‘;:‘:71 tO 0’ ’
0O ' H (}.‘ .i 7 . v i)i’ ] 0 , tO UN
u. o . s dvU\/l Sed

’ p f T VU ’

. \q;‘ ‘ : B .
* - -
Tolson - Lo~
- ¥ .
sr——— T {:%‘u s
* 2

This dotument 1S PTeP

Belmont .
‘ N
DeLoach k \ %’f!“’

Af¥

McGuire
Mohr
Parsons
Rosen
" Tamm
Trotter

HOB :kmo \
(7) 9
W.C.‘Sulliv,rm —_

!'!.
1
Telef Boom_+ , =~ 2

) o L PE .{"‘:2:"
Holloman 2~ 54 & L Let Bh e G

; Gandy MAIL 'ROOM TELETYPE UNiTL ]
: BW 55280 DocId:32989672 Page 36

B




T v\ ) i W AR YL Y
s . . ) lﬁz MeGuire.

_ Mr Mchr._____}
BI . My, Parsons . ..

F
. ' 4 ‘gr. %osen.._....:;_
,,,,, ' i e r ’r“f'x“. ——
. ﬁﬁﬁi%ﬁz@i 12/14/59 b
Transmit the following-in A

Hr. W ~nlhm

3 - Tale. Room,.;.m j
i {Type in plain text or code) . Mr. Hellomed e ‘g
- via ATRTEL ) . Miss Gan% é.:
] (Priority or Method of Mailing) q S ¢
—— e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e L"__"_—";—i_::_i

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-104) _
FROM ¢ -SAC, CHICAGO (100-32864) ’?

SUBJECT : .COMMUNIST PARTY,.TUSA
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ReBuairtel of 12/8/59, captioned as above
concerning counterintelligence tactics regarding the
"Roft Caucus' of the National Association for the
Advancement of the Colored People (NAACP) at Chicago.

/Wpotmal! phe following information was furnished by
CG 14-5S,

who has furnished reliable information in the
past, oA 12/12/59;

oansoleeTg poz

YOJINI ALIE0O
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Results of December, 1959
Chicago NAACP Branch Election

G Suorgoueg [eUIWILI) 03 wolqng

By a vote ratio of approximately two to one,
the candidate slate of THEODORE A. JONES resoundingly
defeated the Chicago NAACP "Left Caucus' candidate
slaté@ at the 12/11/59, Chicago NAACP Election. Not

" one'Teft Caucus' candidate was elected to NAACP Office
\.a.t Chicago.

{

N
™

L

Rl

Tactics Used by JONES To
Achieve Victory

JONES "pulled all the stops" in defeating
the *"Left Caucus’ &t the time that information was "leaked"
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to JONES of the "Left Caucus' plan to double cross
him, JONES emerged from his lethargy and went into

action.,

JONES used the technique *first things first"
and from 11/24/59, to 11/27/59, he concentrated on
defeating the "Leift Caucus" attempt to gaim control of
the Election Supervisory Committee. JONES' first goal
was achieved during the turbulent meeting of 11/27/59,
(Chicago airtel of 12/3/59). g

From 11/28/59, to 12/11/59, JONES, with apparently
only his most intimate lieutenants as confidants, planned
the following strategy which was put into practice on
12/11/59, and resulted in the routing of the "Left Caucus"¥

JONES reportedly in early December, 1959,
although a strong Republican,entered into an alliance
with the strong Chicago South Side Democratic Organization
for the purpose of defeating the "Left Caucus'”. As the
election process began at approximately 8:30 p.m. on
12/11/59, the South Side Democratic Organization held
tight control of the balloting process. Democratic
ward committeemen, »precinct captains and their followers
were located strategically at each phase of the election
process. The Democratic Organization'got out"the vote
and despite the fact that a torrential rain storm occcurred
on the evening of 12/11/59, the Democratic Organization
"brought® in"enough people to insure JONES® victor
by a.wide margin. ) )

JONES also struck a paralyzing psychological
blow at the "Left Caucus". Any "Left Caucus" thought
of disrupting the meeting was removed quickly because
on approaching the polling place the first sight visible
through the intense rain was the flashing red lights
of police vehicles. Inside eight uniformed policemen
directed by a police sergeant circulated continudilyand
by their presence thwarted any latent disruptionist
tendencies of the "Left Caucus". The election was run
in an efficient businesslike manner and was directed
by an NAACP official appointed by the NAACP leadership.
At the completion of the balloting, the "Left Caucus"
made no complaint of any kind regarding irregularities.

Mg
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Observations and Conclusions

- ’

Without the use of the counterintelligence tactic
sanction?in Bureau teletype of 11/23/59, it is felt
that the "Left Caucus® would possibly have taken over
NAACP at Chicago or certainly gained a powerful voice
in Chicago NAACP affairs by successfully gaining a
o aur'numbe§ o; eliiélve positions. As late as 11:00 a..m.}.1
W on 12/11/59,31CG 14-Sjadvised the Chicago Division that
h~§7§§fgffﬁﬁ/5§;~close §gntage point, deemed the election's
result# "a toss up"”. It is also felt by the Chicago
Division that the use of any lesser counterintelli ence,J””ﬂ
technique would have failed badly, EQE 14-3Sthas advised
that undoubtedly the "leak" of the impending "Leift Caucus”
-double cross so jolted JONES that JONES dropped everything
and set out to defeat the "Ieft Caucus'. The result
of using the counterintelligence tactic in point seems to
be that for the year 1960, NAACP at Chicago will have
outspoken anti-Communist leadership to the consternation
of Illinois CP Chairman CLAUDE LIGHTFCOT who designated
NAACP at Chicago as the point of CP concentration for
mass organizational work. It is noted that LIGHTFOOT
had assigngd several Illinois CP members, including two
Illinois CP District Committeemen to the allout task
of taking over NAACP at Chicago by means of a '"Left
Caucus" victory in the 12/11/59, NAACP Election at Chicago.
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| ADMINISTRATIVE (CONT'D.)

leader, LUTHER KING. STANLEY IEVISON wrote the speech
that KING delivered at the AFL-CIO Convention in
Florida. LEVISON is active in KING'S "right to vote”
movement in the South and was -instrumental in raisin
$200,000 for this movementj Q—aﬂe-?aw 0 e

T
) A}

e

- rjéy ”eason of hvs _assoclation Wluh KING,
IEVISON has access to the White House. LEVISON has
been in contact with Presidept KENNEDY, Attorhey General
L . * ROBERT KENNEDY and importent leaGers of the AFL-CIO.

He also h oncact W1Q§ nuwafgu% people in, Gove envt
Sl G .
i In accordance with his orev1ous commLtment .to

I .
A /do so, STANILEY LEVISON contribued, $12, oog £o fhe CRUSA i

ational Office during.l1961.
1 q l ing .19

. Lon 2/12/62. 0 11 acvised the followz_ngj

f Y“n a recent meeting with LEMENT HARRIS, CP, USA
functlonafy associated with the CP, USA Reserve Fund operation,
the informant was Told by HARRIS nat shortly before GUS HALL,

’ CB; USA General §ecre»any,’henp t0 THETWEST Coast, HARRIS tfaps~
mltteq to HALL a "confidential’ vevoal LEDOXEY ~6f DI TMARTIN: s

'vvruv-a

- LUTHER "KING; “furnished  to®HARRIS by STENLEXQlEy¢SQN¢ KING's

——

-

AR, e

L attorney and ad¥iEo7, who 1s a sécret member of the OGP and a
regular contributor to the CP, USA Reserve Fund. ;iEVIoOQ
report was as follows;[ Trrr——e - ,Ajéé

[ When Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING was invited to adéress

\ ,the AFL-CIO convention some uLme ago, KING, on TWVISON' ad-

3\ /vice, first obtained approval to do so from A, PHILILEX/RANDOLPH,
Negro labor leader, who, if he had not been consulted'ln the
matter, mght have felt that XING's making a speech at the

s aforesaid convention Wiih? blow to RANDOLPH's prestige.}
‘ Ropmympmrey  (Srero g - -
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rEING de_-uered a ‘remarkably effective speech at the
+ APL~-CIQO convenbtion, and, as a result, received invitations
from numerous labor leaders, including "MC DONAID Of Steel,”
to address their respective unions. As the outsfanding
champion of Negro vights in the country, KING is .a powerful
political influence, recognized as such by The higher echelons

p// of the Democratic Party.. He has access to Attorney General

ROBERT KENNEDY and President KENNEDY, who, politically, need
.KING, particulariy in the South, where in cities like Atlanta
" and New Orleans the Negro vote now constitutes the balance of
power, and where KING controls e Negro vote.! " DE*E*’*"’

rEEMES HOFRA, Teoamsters Union "boss" appreciates
the political power of KING, particularly the fact that KING
can influence the 90,000 Negro members of the Teamsters
Union. HOFFA invited KING to address the Teamsters Union,
and KING accepted the invitation. Knowing that KING is being
deferred vo by Attorney General KENNEDY, and President KENNEDY,
HOFFA requested KING to contact the Attorney General in an
effort to influence the latter "to lay.off" HOFFA. KING was
inclined to do as HOFFA requested, but IEVISON convinced him
that to do sc would bhe polltlcally unwise, inexpedient, and
likely to be a "boomerang," since the Attorney General would

never acgcede. to such a request, particularly in the case of
HOFFA éLH"!!% ST o ‘—Ji—hq-ﬁfhu@a ~?‘HF$Q-‘kh-vL-¢JH£%

ﬂwﬁuvﬂﬁfuse*,

\ Y f—iEVISOW had to steer KING away from. aneﬁ“e; politi-
E//;ally hazardous situation. Some months ago OTTQ{PREMINGER,
Hollywood movie directoyr, entered into negotiations with
a KING representative for KING to play a part in a picture
which PREMINGER would direct. Although PREMINGER's offer was
"tempting", since it meant "fast, easy money' for KING's
organization, LEVISON realized that for KING to accept
the offevr would lower the latter's prestige. After COHVLnCan
KING of this fact, LEVISON personally telephoned to PREMINGE

‘telling him that ”tha deal was o"“féj-ﬁhqdpnna ﬁ9E+E§FEFtHE@
M '\ . ) :
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/ln a recent edition of "The Nation", ostensibly written
b

“HW 55280
. :

it _(Marzism)..believes in. it, and HETess §ITH e, put
”’because of his being a mlnwscer of fellglon ~do Qs S ot dav’e

) uvh,u‘swci °

- was wriltten by STANLEY LEVISON or by GU3 HALL, CP, USA

-he can in this regard. For the following reasons, however,

- . coeT e o
"/ : ’

ADMINESTRATIVE (CONT'D )

mlha’c IEW‘.:ON varticularly wanted (:US HALL to know’
is that “KMmheartea Larxist, who “has studied
?tu'('eﬂ'

—....,

to espouse i‘t*"ptx‘b‘l’lc'?y"“J M +§am /Dslc*ei - w

—_——

‘(
GUS HALI., accordlng to HARRIS, was “e]aced” to +o ?55°+‘¢

receive IEVISON's report on LUTE KING. g Pc{\'\*Lsiy Da ‘vuo\ & -e
13 e ACE aPper A
S ﬁ(‘)n 3/9?%:25“3\13{c advised that on 3/1/62, JAMES

JACKSON, Editor of "The worlref", runavkeq that an article

¥y MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR., was &actually sritten by HUNTER
PITTS O'DELL.{ @, « Lomson( el RUpted Sensitiol
1S to ‘be noted ‘rrwat the 3/3/62 issue of "Tre
Nation" contalns an article by MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
entitled "Report on Civil Rights - Fumbling on the New
Frontier", which is a criticism of the KENNEDY adminisirations!
efforts in behalf of civil ighcs.

=3

: rIn connection with the information set forth
above to The effeet that STANLEY LEVISON urate the speech
that the subject delivered at the AFL-CIO Convention in

Florida, there i1s some question as to whether this speech

NP s e s 24

General Secretary, inasmuch as during a discussion on 1/25/62,

between SF 2256-S, GUS HALL and *"’r“ﬁrm BRODSKY, HALL

told SF 2256~S and BRODSKY that he, HALL, had written KING's

speech. In view of this question, on 3/30/62, NY T-11 :

was contacted in an effort to resolve the matter znd Ny T-1°

advised as follows: | V;JUDN Dolete b o5 et e S0, T wdy
: 1L e at G )M*ﬁavﬂﬂcuw, .

WY T-11 s not inl a pos 1 Lo give a categorical
answer to the question who wrote the :.oecch in guestion, and
doubts that anyone but GUS HALL, 'QV.L.)OI\I end LUTHER KING could
do so. NY T-11 will be alert to obtain vhatever information

.~ 2 i,
e .

NY T-11 would comclude that IEVISON, rather than HALL, .wrobe »
the speeth in question:] Pertiove Polet, e e

o @Eroteet seustwe FOMW ﬁ"{;;v-‘iifii\% e

m‘h.t\cswa operation - ST
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r*é far as the Lnformanu knows, HALL 48 not
personally acquainted with LUTHER KING, and was not fully aware of
: KING'!'s pro- Communlst leanings until recently, when LEVISON,
P through IEM HAKRIS, ‘sent HALL a vreport on KING, and LEVISON's
- close assoeiation with KING. Although not impossible, it is in-
v consistent that HALL in New York would write a speech for KING,
" whom, until recently, he knew little about as regards the

1atter 8 pro- Communlﬁt Ezgpauhles.

; . HALL, although he can deliver a fair speech, does not
write well. He is ungrammatical and knows little if anything
\////’Ebout proper sentence structure. -NY T-11 has heard in the
\ past that HALL, in preparing to give a soeech' has submitted the
deas to people such as JAMES ALLEN, MICHAEL/DAVIDOW and ARNOLD
w OHNSON, who actually write The ‘speech. It:is therefore, in the
informant's opinion, highly imprti¢bable that HALL wrote the
speech in question. What adds to the ~mprooaollluy is the
fact that HALL is too busy Lo engage in such activity
Gl spm— WM@ fl“i
Fﬂ%au HALL may have said to another source with rcgard
to his belno the author of the said speech must be interpreted
in the 11ght of HALL's character and motives. HALL is a pompous,,
-conceited, arrogant individual and may have taken credit for the
\////'sneecn to enhance his own prestige. Or, inasmuch as he may

(3

have wished to protect LEVISON, a secret Party member, he may
have assumed personal responsibility for KING's speech. The
third possibility in this regard is that HALL, in mentioning
this matter to another source, may have used the editorial ’we"
referring to the speech as having been prepared by the Party

The_sougce mayihave re Eorted‘tne pronoug as "I" .insjtead of "y _j
ude the /

r_ithough the 10110w1ng does not ech

possvblllty that HALL wrote the speech in question, it is

pertlnent with regard to the question as to who does "ghost-

write" for KING. As was reported to the Bureau, JAMES JACKSON
j/;old NY T-11 that a recent article in "The Nation", ostensibly
: written by KING, was actually written by HUNTER PITTS O'DELL,
a former CP g?ctLonavy, who works closely w1th both KING and
LEVI"ONJ @q—-@'&) it i

. o 2 ‘ - E —
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.~ The follo:*ng 1nforma‘clon furnwshad by£§Y 3580 5% £Q>uﬂ.
1s not being incorpsoraved into the Details of this repcrt

due to thefzct thats the information, by its nature, tends

to identifyf ¢ 9“80~°ﬁ]as thé source thereof.’
’ I ELsyi

HY 36£0-Si.

agdvised at 3:30 p

. 0n'3/30/62,_that

WYATT ”V"fT“TKER telephoned TEVISON at LEVISON's office in

- NYC. - WALKER, who
-that he had
KING this a:m. with

said he was in Washington, D.C.,
recelived a telephone call fron Dr.

stated
T MARTIN LUTHER

respect to Justice VHITTAKER (CHARLES

EVANS WHITTAKER, Supreme Court Justice) resigning.
KING wanted % et an opinion from LEVISON, and
WALKER as to what mhonu b° KING's strategy in pushin g HASTIE
(Judge WILLIAM HENRYYHASTIE of the Third Tircuit Court of,
Appeals). LEVISON 53ated he was thinking of calling XKING
in this regard as he thinks something shonld be done

WALKER stated that KING is debaiing whether to do
it publicly, put him (vossibly President JOHN F. KENNEDY )

right on the spot, or %to do i through channels, thirough
prOtOCOL. .

IEVISON stated that he thought that it should be
done publicly. Negroes would expect a lesder to step forth
at a time like tnls and declare what Negro should be put
on the Supreme Court. IEVISON stated that if KING. still
feels cautious about it, he could call HASTIE who would

*glve him a judgment on this.
LEVISON stated "my tendency is for MARTIN

(LUTHER KING) to issue a statement on it and speak of it

as a superb opportunity coming at a critical JunCuure in
history".

. ‘ ; . .". F -
"COVER PAGE
N H -
L4
- L4 N -

~ _- & . .

- "‘,‘_,M.‘-.Mtg"égT

3 5&,: P '.:\i 1 %n;— }'{% ‘§ %E &'é‘r

% \\‘ -‘i;za_,& §

AR O

DocId:32989672 Page, 46




. ¥ NY-100-136585

ADMINISTRATIVE (CONT'D.)
L "WALKER concurred with IEVISON and stated "we -
haven't put .any pressure on the President . (JOHN F. KENNEDY )
- himself, it has been mostly on his brother, in the
Department of Justicé - by being nice we haven't gotten
.anything", WAIKER stated that “ue" have .to get more
. insistent with the President. I

. . . LEVISON felt that there should not be any real

: problem as it is not a real strong demand. He stated that

-~ .1t 1s so obvious that HASTIE is more qualified thanxthe
‘other candidates mentioned in-the paper today for the : .
vacancy on the Supreme Court. S e et © ) R

WALKER stated that KING was concerned with the .
paradox of asking for a Negro to be appointed to the Supreme
Court, but LEVISON did not feel that this would be any
problem. o L '

WALKER said tr % he would be returning XING's
call an¢ would aduise Wiwcof LEVISON's. opinion oith
respect to the shoup nSormaiieqn ; T

_ Regarding STANIEY LEVISON and HUNTER PITTS O'DELL,
mentioned above, the subject's relationship with these two |
. individuals is set forthiin the Details of this report.
It is to be noted that HUNTER PITTS O!'DELL is also commonly
known as JACK O'!'DELL.and J. HUNTER O'DELL. !

The pretext interview by an SA of the FRT conducted
on 4/27/61, as mentioned in the Details of this report,was as
follows:

SA JAMES E, O’CONNELL,telephonically contacted JACK

O'DELYL under the guise of a person interested in contributing

money to the Committee $6 Defend llartin Iuther King, Jr. The
telephone call was made %o Telephone number UN 6-2000, the listed
%elep?one number of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference {..J<
SCLC). . S - -

-
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ADrvuzgxsTR-AfffVE (CONT'D.,)

The pretext interview by an SA of the FBI conducted

on 10/22/01 asmentioned in the Detalls of this report, was
. as follows: -

SA JAMES F. O’CONNELL telephonically contacted
‘'JACK O'DELL, under the guise of a person seeking information

concerning the SCLC and uneuher the SCLC was planning any act1v1t1es

in the New York City _area. The telephone call was made to
telephone number Ux¥ 5-2000, the 1lsted telephone number, of
~Lhe SCIC.

- The pretext interview by an SA of ‘the FBI conducted
on 1/26/62, as mentLOQed in the Details of this report, was
as follows: i ‘

SA JAMES ®. O‘CONNFILLelephonically contacted a
female, name unknown, wno identified herself as an employee
of the SCLC. The telephone call was made under the guise
of a person interested in the activities of the SCLC. The
telephone call was made to the telephone number UN 6-2000,
the listed telephone numper of the SCLC.

The SAS of the FBI who observed HUNTER PITTS
O'DELL entering the building located at 312 West 125th Street,

New York City, on 10/27/62, as mentioned in the Details of
this report, were as Iollows:

SA JAMES F. O'CONNELL

SA JAMES M. KIRBY .

For the informztion of the Bureau and the Atlanta
Office, no characterizations were set forth for the following
organizations mentioned under caption II in the Details
of this report due to the fact no characterizations exist
for these organizations: :

- H -

COVER PAGE /'
4

CONFIDERTIEL A

1 RS,

e it

st

|

,DucId:3_29i396?2 - Page -48..- - ~: e p—




. .
P— P ‘...
L . 33 £
» .
n . ? - .
. . N
. ! ' - & R s
‘ . . D

, ' e

NY 100-136585

ADMINISTRATIVE (CONT D. ) - . :

Socialist Party =~ Soclal Democratic Federation

g
. o SQLG//
e e , i ,
=5 C oo
New .York Committee to Defend Martin Luther hlng, Jr,“
and the Student Struggle in the -South -

_Committee to Defend Martin Luther King, JR.

Northern Branch of the Southern Christlan
Leadership Conference

Committee to Aid the Southern Freedom Struggle-

NeW York Friends of the Southern Christlan .
Leadership Conference, -

For the information of the Bureau and the Atlanta
Office, all future information of a subversive nature which
comes to the attention of the New York Office regarding the
subject will be forwarded to the Atlanta Office, the Office
of Origin in this matter.
This report is classified "Secret" because unauthorized
disclosure of the information furnshed by NY T-11 might reveal
a confidential informant of continuing value and impair its
future effectiveness, and such impairment could have an
advérse effect upon the national defense interests of the
United States.
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; INFORTIANTS C o
: Tdentity of Source ' File Number Where ILocated

| NY T-1 134-1165- 145
\

[ 2211,-@ _Lortor v Mn‘

s

B /Wz)@ NERE 15 (c)

NY T- 3 134~ 3077A 180

@[ 2520 S}/ﬂ‘/t//z//‘mf‘~
Y 559 sﬂ ﬁ@ﬁ?{/ﬂf ,MM%

Used to ‘characterize HENRY WINSTON
HUNTER PITTS O!DELL

-5 ° 134-26024-569

NY ‘ :
‘ Iy 2517-8 7 tormant, . ,. -594
| Y T 5 :
-0 B
[ Former LA 3142&/7 5/"42'%7/' :
: : -7 Used to characterize FRANK WILKINSON

§ NY T-7
\ " [Panel Source Coane¢ﬁ¢//

; JOZSEF ZOLTAN spvur¢ o

-8 / 134-43994-ll
R P A

'134-5857A-18

L NY T- - 134-52194-121°
| Eﬂ.‘z 3021"31}//74}/4/&%7[‘ ) 3 5 9A

¢ MY T-10 ' _
| EG 5824-53 S fer e . ~

Used to characterize HUNTER PITTS O'DELL

& . A ""i .‘\?.a ‘2 -t }4 ?3 -
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——ENWOHMANTD _(cowe'p.) - . - BRI '
. - - [
Identity oL Source . ‘Pile Where  -ILocated

. -

NY T-11
EIY 694 - S:l//ﬁ%/ " “WZ
Used £o characterlze STANLEY LEVISON
’ ROY LEVISON
Used t0 characterlve HUNTER PITTS O'DELL
‘ 134-91-2038, 3ooi
100-91330-596

NY T-12

' AR 100-91330-591

@ACS-@ (o /1‘6‘(“5(75’1@- / Sovrce. . . K
NY T-13 3 ©100-141665-143
@Y 6&-6—3 f/}*"'& 77 V’ﬂ watt ’ s B
NY T-14 - 100-136585-49
[ 1300- 3 zLsoR Co 100-111180-156 (%)

: TR ~3501

15 N © ' 100-111180-Tk
b_ﬁ% 1831-5% £FLsok . T o
NY T-16 100-111180-897 '

fy 2314-5%] g/gu(

/

Careful consideration has been given to each
source concealed and T symbols were utilized only in those
instances where the identities of tThe sources must be concealed.

The sources utilized in the characterization of
the New York Council to Abolish the House Un-American Activities
Committee are[NY 2517-S, ROBERT RONSTADT, LA, California, zaferae.7s
and LA 3512-57 resneCuvvely. The various sources referred

to in this characterization arefNY 1460-S, and NY 359-S andeﬂ4mwwd%5
NY 388-5*3 .
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S The sources utlllzed in the characterlzatlon
of the Southern Conference Educational Fund, Incorporaued
are [NO 880—;! and fE}A 986- Sj,}respectlvely . .
The other confidential lnformants, who reported
durﬂng March, 1962, that they have no information. pertaining
to any activities of a subver51ve nature on the part of
‘the subject are: : .

NY 2299—3 y
NY I17-3S
JANY 359-8
2381-8
2207-3
939-S
3492-P3T
1177-8
1212-8
3060-3
3065-3
2660-8
3134-5-
1621‘§I
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== "JOHN J. ELLIOTT ‘Ofice:  New York, New York

Report of;

Field Office File No:  100-~136585 . BucawFleNo;  100-106670

Title:” MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. T
L #25738Y

 pissrrim 57 ]

Character: ‘
proo Mgty &7, T
Subject was born 1/25/29, in
\ / sofgia, and married CORETTA
"KING, nee¥SCOTT, on 6/17/53. Subject's
educational background set forth. Subject
formerly resided at 309 South Jackson St.,
Montgomery, Alabama, and he was formerly-
Pastor of the Déxter Avenue Baptist Church,
454 Dexter Ave., Montgomery, Alabama. Subject
has been described as a confirmed Marxist.
Subject was one of the sponsorsior a national ol
gathering held in Washington, D.C. for
purpose of seeking a Presidential
commutation of MORTON SOBELL's sentence.
Subject signed petition urging suspension
or reduction of JUNIUS SCALES! sentence.
Subject spoke at a testimonial held in honor
of HENRY WINSTON on 9/7/61l. Subject signed
petition requesting executive clemency for
CARL BRADEN and FRANK WILKINSON. Subject's
relationship with HUNTER PITTS O!'DELL and
STANLEY LEVISON set forth. Subject signed

g

8

petition directed to 87th Congress which ~
No credit &

g

S

n

Synopsis:
tlanta,

petition sought to abolish HUAC,
or criminal record located for subject. No

additional information of pertinence located
BSS, NYCPD. Other confidential informants =
have no information pertaining to any A
activities of a subversive nature concerning ég

subject.
- 5RUC fi’ ' . .
it s the property of the FBY and is loaned to your agency; it and
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“ . . ‘L. .BACKGREUND DATA °

A. Birth Data

¢ e

" The 1960 - 1961 edition of "Who's Who in Amerlca"

reflects that the subject was born. January 15, 1929, ini— .

Atlanta, Georgia, his father haviﬁgjbeéhthRTIN LUTHE éIJG
and his mother having been ALBEP#%’&TVG, nee; TWELLIAMS .
. rs )

B. Marital Status s

The 1960 - 1961 edition of "Who'!s Who in America'
reflects that the subject married CORETTA KING, nee SCOTT,
on June 17, 1953 “and children born to ‘this marriage were
YOLANDE DENISE’KING and MARTIN LUTHE%&?ING, IIT.

& < re F o N

. SN ‘ .
C. Education - S A

~ . I G
z

- The 1960~ 1961 edition of "Who's Who in America"
reflects that the subject received the following academic
degrees from the schools listed on the dates indicated:

School Academic Degree Date Received
Morehouse College Bachelor of Arts “ 1948 =
. Doctor of Letters of 1957 :

Humanities B {
Crozer Theological Bachelor of Divinity 1951
Seminary ,
Boston University Doctof of Philosophy 1955

Doctor of Divinity 1959

-2 -
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School:. . '; ”i "Academic Degree ‘ "@ate'ﬁeceived
Chicdgo Theological -  Doctor of Divinity .  -1957
Seminary “ — .

" Howard Un;versity . Doctdr of Laws | ; ,i957

- Morgan State College . Doctor of Laws - ;.1958
Central Steté'ceilege V‘Doctor of Lefuers ' - "+1958

vof Humanlcles

This edition of "Who's Who in Amerlca also”
reflects that the subject was tThe recipient of the Pearl
Plafkner Award for scholarship at the Crozer Theological
Seminary in Chester, Pennsylvania in 1951, and when the
subject was working toward his Doctor of Philosophy degree
at Boston University as previously indicatved, he was a J.

Louis Crozer Fellow. This edition of "Who's Who in America®

further reflects that subject was a special student at
the University of Pennsylvanla, dates not indicated, and

in the Department of Pnllosophy, Harvard Unlvers1ty, dates
not indicated.

D. Past Residence

The 1960 - 1961 edition of "Who's Who in
America" reflects that the subject formerly resided at
309 Southedackson Street, Montgomery, Alabama.

E. Past Employments =~ ° : oL »

The 1960 - 1961 edition of "Who's Who in America"
reflects that the subject was a clergyman and former Pastor
of the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church, 454 Dexter Avenue,
Montgomery, Alabama.

4
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This edition *of  "Who's Who in America" also
reflected that the subject was President of the- Southern
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), President of the
Montgomery Improvement Association and Vice-President
of the National Sunday School and Baptist Training Union
Congress of the National Baptist Convention,; Incorporated.

R, Miscellaneeus

e

The 1960 - 1961 edition of "Who's Who in America'
reflects the following concerning the subject:

' He was selected one of the ten outstanding

personalities of 1956 by "Time" Magazine in 1957.
He has receilved numerous awards for leadership inthe

. Montgomery Movement. He is a member of the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People, Alpha
Phi Alpha, Sigma Pi Phi, and the Elks. He was the
author of "Stride Toward Freedom" in 1958 and has contributed
to popular and religious periocdicals.

* . II. AFFILIATION WITH THE COMMUNIST
< MOVEMENT

A. Evidence of Communist Party (CP) Sympathies

confirmed Marxist

1

- MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., has been described as a [}

PRSI

NY T-11
February 12, 1962

On August 22, 1958, BEN DAVIS stated that while

conversing with MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., XING told him,

Y DAVIS, how glad he was to see BEN DAVIS back among.his
i\ people to lead the fight.

A , CONY T-1
- August 28, 1958
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M Y . e F S, .
® "The Worker" issue of October 30, 1960,
' on Page 1, identified BENJAMIN J. DAVIS
- as National 3ecretary of the CP. ..

-"The Worker" is an East Coast Communist
.. newspaper. , | o
. T I S B |
At a meetihg of the Upper East Side. (Yorkville)
Section of the CP, held on September 18, 1958, in New York
City, it was announced that BEN DAVIS made a "hit" at a
. - ‘recent New York Baptist Minister'!s Conference and he -
received the good wishes of LUTHER. KING. )
NY T-2
September 24, 1958,

"The Worker" issue of November &, 1960, on
Page 12, Column 4, reflects an article entitled, "Sobell
Parley Called”. According to this article, widespread
appeals in behalf of freedom for MORTON SOBELL,
imprisoned scientist, were scheduled to be climaxed at a
national gathering in Washington, D.C., from November 19,
1960 through November 2%, 1960. This article further reflected
that the participants in the scheduled national gathering
were seeking a Presidential commutation of OBELL'!s sentence
during the traditional Christmas amnesty season of 1960.

Among those who sponsored the scheduled national
gathering was Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

MORTON SOBELL was convicted on March 29, 1951
in the United States District Court (USDC),
Southern District of New York (SDNY) of
conspiracy to commit espionage on behal?f of
the Soviet Union, and was sentenced on April
5, 1951 to 30 years imprisonment. He is

‘ currently serving his sentence at the Federal
{ Penitentiary, Atlanta, Georgia.

% i _5-

g
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-,  The August 25, 1901, issue of “New America

 shcofficial publication of the Socialist Party - Social

Democratﬂc Federation, on Page 8, Column 3, contains
an article entitled, "Prominent Americans Seek Pardon for
Junius Scales". This article reflected that civil rights

+leaders, trade unionists, and leading American cultural

and intellectual figures have joined in an effort o
aid JUNIUS SCALES! sentencedto six years in prison under the
Smith Act. Among those who joined this effort and who

: s igned a petitidn urging a suspension of or reduction of

SCALES' six year sentence was Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. ™

JUNIUS SCALES was convicted in the USDC,
Greensboro, North Carolina, and on Eebruery
21, 1958, was sentenced to six years in the
‘Federal Penitentiary for viclation of the
meTbershlp pro¥isions of the Smith Act of
1940

The records of the United 3tates Court of
Appeals for the Faomxeh Circuit reflect that
that Court of Appeals had upheld on October
6, 1958, the convidion of SCAIES.

"The Worker" issue of December 28, 1958, .

Page 16, in anarticle captioned 111 Rev1ew
Scales' Case", stated that the United States
Supreme Court had decided to review the JUNIUS
SCALES' Smith Act "membership - -case". The
article further stated that this is the second
time the United States Supreme Court will
review the SCAILES' case and that SCAILES is

out on bail appealing a six year sentence.

The records of the United States Supreme Court,
Wagdington, D.C. reflect that on June 5, 1961,

the United States Supreme Court upheld the Fourth
Circuit Court of Appeals decision on October 6,
1958, affirming the conviction of SCALES.

7 3

DocTId: 329396?2 Page 53




S Syt Sy P
.

.
B
————

‘HW 55280

—

DocId»32989672

fx

. NY 200-136585 . o7 it .

§ -

o On.0October 2, 1961, JUNIUS SCAILES,
-surrendefed To the United States Marshal,
SDNY, for service of a six year sertence.

On October 14, 1961, SCAIES was transferred
to Lewlisberg Federal Penltentlary, .
Lew1sbarg, Pennsylvanla. } e

Oon September—?, 1961, a testimonial was held
in honor of HENRY WINSTON in the Skyline Ballrcom of the
Hotel Theresa, 125th Street and Seventh Avenue, New York, .
‘New York. One of the speakefg at this uestlmonlal vias ‘
MARTIN LUTHER KING, Py

NY p-3°
September 12, 1961

{

(At a CP, United States of America (USA)
Natlional Executive Committee meeting held

) August 12 and 13, 1961, HENRY WINSTON was

elected @ memBer of the CP, USA National
Committee, the National Ezecutlve Committee,
the Resident Board, and made Vice-Chairman,
CP, USA.

NY T-4
August 14, 1961.

At a meeting d the New York Council To Abolish the

. House Un-American Activities Committee, held on May 8, 1961,

aig New York City, it was anncunced that Reverend MARTIN
LUTHER KING had praised CARL BRADEN and FRANK WILKINSON
and he had helped in preparing a clemency petition for
BRADEN and WILKINSON.

NY T-5
May 19, 1961.
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¥ A chaﬂacterxzatlon of the New Yo“k .. .
Council to Abolish the House R . «
‘Un-American Activities Committee -~ -
appears in the Appendix to this report.

z

~ T

: Mes. ALBERTA SHEARH, 2311 Payne Street,: -

Laﬂsv11; auauucky, a self- aamwtued
KéﬁEUCxw, in’ UeSbLLflﬂg on December 11 - -
and 13, 1954 in Jefferson: County,
; Kentucky, Criminal Court, in a State.
o ) Sedition prosecution against CARL BRADEN
~ - ldentified CARL BRADEN as having been
"~ _known to her as a member of the CP,
- Louisville, ﬁentucxj from January, 1951
: . to shortly prior To her testimony.
; . "The Courier-Journal®™ Louisville, Kentucky,
‘ a newspaper of general circulation, on S :
February 3, 1959, reflected that CARL
BRADEN had been sentenced::do one year
in prison on a charge of corempt of Congress
on February 2, 1959, in Atlanta, Georgia.
The story noted that he had been convicted
under ©This charge on January 21, 1959, . i
. and that the charge arose from his refuial : 3
. : to answer quections before the House
© Committee on Un-~-American Actlv ties.

"The Louisville Times", Louisville, Kentucky,

a newspaper cof general circulation, on ‘
February 27, 1961, reported the. United States

Supreme Court ﬁad, on that date, affirmed

The contempt of Congress conviction of BRADEN.

AR AN parvTapeYs ez o o
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"¢+ - "The Cdﬁrier-Journal", on May 2, 1961, of Louisville,

" reported that CARL BRADEN had surrendered
to the United States Marshal at Atlanta,
Georgid, on May 1, 1961, to begin serving
a one year prison sentence for contempt
of Congress.

, "The Gourier-Journal®, Louisville, Kentucky,
; on February 2, 1962, reported that CARL

" BRADEN m & been released from the Federal"
Prison Camp at Allenwood, Pennsylvania.,

on February 1, 1962. BRADEN indicated that,
he would return to his home, Louisville, :
Kentucky.

The December, 1961 issue of "The Southern
Patriot" which, according to its masthead
is published by the Southern Conference .,
Educational Fund, Incorporated, identifies .

- CARL BRADEN as a Field Secretary and an Editor.
The address of the editorial office of this
publication is given as 4403 Virginia
Avenue, ILouisville 11, Kentucky, which is
the home address of BRADEN.

A characterization of the Southern Conference
Educational Fund, Incorporated is set forth
in the Appendltin this report.

As of September, 1952, FRANK WILKINSON
was a CP member. :

NY T-6 )
September 17, 1952,
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""The New York Times", a daily newspaper,
issue of January 24, 1959, carried an
article to the elfect that on January
23, 1959, FRANK WILKINSON was sentenced
in the USDC, Atlanta, Georgia, to one
year in jail for contempt of Congress.
According to this article, WILKINSON

had been convicted for refusing to

-answer questicns of & House Un-American.
Activities Subcommittee, at an Atlanta
hearing on--July 30, 1958. One of the
questions was whether WILKINSON was a
Communist.

v

s . The May 2, 1961, issue of "The Los Angeles
’ ) ‘error > a dally newspaper, carried an
article to the effect that FRANK WILXKINSON
surrendered on May 1, 1961 to the United
States Marshal, Atlanta, Georgia, to
commence serving his one year senuence for
contempt of Congress.

» The February 6, 1962 issue of "The Worker"
‘on Page T, Column 1, carried an article to
The effect that FRANK WILKINSON was released
from prison on February 1, 1962, after
serving nine months of a one year sentence
for refusing to answer questions of the
House Un-~American Activities Committee.

W 55280 .. Doeld: 32989612 Eagedii.!, s e e e I
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— . At a meeting of the North Bronx Committee of the
. Natlonal Council of American-Soviet Friendship (NCASF) held
on June 11, 1961, in the Bronx, New York, it was announced
- that recently a reception was tendered to CARL BRADEN and
FRANK WILKINSON in A€lanta, CGeorgia. Among those present
at the reception was Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING.
. . .. : , NY T-7
- , - ) . : June 12, 1961

The NCASF has been designated by the Attorney
General of the Unlted States pursuant to Executive ‘
Order 10450.° - o .

The records of the Bureau of Special Services {BSS)
.of the New York City Police Department (NYCPD) were caused
. to be searched by SA DAVID G. JENKINS on March 8, 1962 and
-, . these records reflected the following information:

The "New York Post", a New York daily newspaper,
issue of May 2, 1961, contains an article which reflected
that the name of Reverend MARTIN LUTHER XiNG, JR. of Atlanta,
Georgia was listed on a petition requesting President JOHN
F. KENNEDY to invoke executive clemency for CARL BRADEN and
FRANK WILKINSON.

At a meeting of the New York Council to Abolish
the House Un-American Activities Committee, held on August
8, 1961, in New York City, it was announced that Reverend
MARTIN LUTHER KING and some others in the South recently
requested an appointment with President JOEN F, KENNEDY, in
order to ask for CARLBRADEN's freedom, however, they failed
to receive the requested appointment.

: “ NY T-5
August 30, 1961

The October 2, 1961 issue of "National Guardian®
on page 8, column 1, reflects an article entitled, "ILeaders
Petition Kennedy For Clemency". This article, among other
things, reflects that a fourth appeal to President JOEN F.
KENNEDY asking for clemency for CARL BRADEN and FRANK WILKINSON was
initiated by 18 prominént Americans, including Reverend
MARTIN ILUTHER KING, JR,

- 11 -
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‘A’ characterization of the "National Guardian®
appears in the appendix to this wenorc

&

B. Evidence ‘of Membership in or
Sympathy with Communist Party .
(CP) Front Organizations )

On August -28, 1960, at a meeting of the Committee
to Secure Justice For Morton Sobell held in New York City,
it was learned that Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING, a prominent
Negro minister, declared in a letter add.essed to the Commlttee
to Secure Justice For Morton Sobell, over the svgqature of
his secretary, that he would be happy to land nls support
_for obtaining Ireedom for MORTON SOBELL.
_ . NY T8
" L . . August 31, 1960
A characterization of the Comm*téee to Secure

Justice For Morton Sobell appears in the appendﬁ.x
t£o this report.

Lo

C. Associates

1. HUNTER PITTS O'DELL ‘ B

The Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC)

"1s headed by the Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KIiG and its ‘ 3
headquarters are in Atlanta, Georgla. When a branch of that 3

HPrganization was formed in New York City, it was going to be g
called the Northern Branch of the SCLC. Since this would :

have been confusing, the branch in New York City adopted the 3

name of the New York Committee to Defend Wartin Iuther King R

~and the Student Struggle in the South. HUNTER PITTS O!'DELL, '
who is also known as JACK O!DELL and J. HUNTER OfDELL, came

up from the South and was working in the New York Office of :

the New York Committee To Defend Martin Iuther King and the g

Student Struggle in the South at 312 West 125th Street, New :

York City, about March or April, 1960. G!'DELL helped to run

i
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——-a-13Ily held by the New York Committee to Defend Martin

Luther King and the Student Struggle in the South at an
armcf& in New York City on May 17, 1960

. _ . NY T-9
“ . ‘ : ) ‘March 21, 1961
. At the last séssion of the 17th National

Convention'of the Communist Party, United
. Sates of America {CPUSA) held December 10

to December 13, 1959, in New York City, the

election of the new National Committee, CPUSA,

was held. Threé individuals from the South

were elected to membership on this new

National Committee, one belng CORNELIUS JAMES.

- NY T-10
December 14, 1959

It was determined that the ldentity of
CORNELIUS JAMES is fictitbus and JAMES is
actually identical to HUNTER PITTS O!'DELL.
. NY T-11
Janvary 6, 1960

In 1958, HUNTER PITTS O!DELL utilized the name
CHARLES and had been selected as the assistant
to JAMES E. JACKSON; Secretary of Negro and :
Southern Affairs, - PUSA . . .
: NY T-11

October 25, 1958

"The Worker' issue of December 20, 1959, reported .
that JAMES JACKSON, at a meeting of the National -
Committee, CPUSA, on December 14, 1959, was
elected National Secretary for the South and a

- member of a five man Secretariat to conduct the

’ current work of the Party.

- 13-
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, JAMES JACKSON is in charge of the South for
the CPUSA and he is a351sted bJ HUNTER PITTS
) O'DELL

| / ,‘ 7 -. g . NY T-4
=5 SR o . “.°  March 10, 1960

‘~Accord1ng to 'PHIL BART, HUNTER PITTS O!'DELL
is sfill on the National Office payroll of the
CPUSA, but an effort was being made to delete
v him and to get him into something away from
the CP. BART stated that O'DELL has connections
in other movements, but he did not identify
these, movemonts ;
NY T—lO :
. February 27, 1960
“The Wbrker“ issue of April 3, 1960, on page 3,

column 2, describes PHIL BART as the National
Organizational Secretary, CPUSA.

It was learned on June 1, 1961, that HUNTER PITTS
O'DELL had quit the CP and he is considered by
the CPUSA as being officially out of the CP.
However, O!'DELL is still on good terms with the
CP and he Wlll work with the CP.

NY T-10
June 1, 1961

HUNTER PITTS O!'DELL!'s most recent employment
was with the Committee to Defend Martin ILuther King, Jr. at
312 West 125th Street, New York City, where he was employed
during the first half of 1960.

NY T-12
January, 1961

A release was published by the New York Committee
to Defend Martin Iuafher King, Jr. and the Struggle for
Freedom in the South, 312 West 125th Street, New York City.
This release, dated April 19, 1960, stated “fcr further
informatlon call J. HUNWLR O'DELL, UN 6-1T700".

r

NY T-13
March 24, 1960

- 14 - oo
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- It was ascartalned on’ May 6, 1900 that HUNTER

\-J,ITTSvOfDELL was then working ru1l-t1me in connection with

the MARTIN LUTHER KING mass meeting, which was to be held in

New ¥ork City on May 17, 1960. It was also ascertained that

the CP considered this meeting to be of the utmost importance

and felt that it was to the Ciis advantage to assign

outstanding CP members to woiic with the MARTIN LUTHER KING

group. The CP policy was, ab that moment, to concentrate

* on MARTIN LUTHER KING. . )

NY T-11
) May 6 1960
The "New. York AmSueﬂdqm News , a New York City
newspaper of general circulation, issue of October 22, 1960,
.'on page Y4, contains an article ~ntitlied "King Committee
- Issues Statement™. It states thav the Committee to Defend
Martin Luther King, 312 West 175th Street, New York City,
released a financial statement SnOWlng it had collected
U $85,872.64 and spent $84,916.25 in its approximately sex
months of activity. This arbticle sbates further that
- "unexpended funds listed as or July 31, 1960 have since
been disbursed by transferring them to the SCLC".

The Committee to Aid the Southern Freedom Struggle
produced the "Tribute to Dr. KMartin Iather King, Jr." on
January 27, 1961, at Carnegie Hall, New York City. One of
the staff members of the Committes to Aid the Southern
Freedom Struggle who helped produce the "Tribute to Dr.
Martin Iuther King, Jr." was Mr. JACK O'DELL, Administrative

. g e

Assistant.
NY T-14
March 8, 1962 ;
According to JAMES JACKSON, on February 17, 1961, B
HUNTER PITTS O!'DELL was on the payroll of the Reverend e

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. and O'DELL had reguested CP permission
to attend a university at night and to be active and help
KING in his work during the day.

Tt g L

’ v NY T-11
.- : : ‘ _ February 17, 1961

- 15 - .
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On April 27, 1961 a Special.’fgent of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, (WBI), using a pretext, contacted an
~dndividual who identified himself as JACK O'DELL at ‘the SCLC at
312 West 125th-Street, New York City. O!'DELL stated that his
office ks the New York Office of the SCLC. O!'DELL advised
that the Committee to Defend Martin Luther XKing, Jr., at
| 312 West 125€h Street, New York City, was organized as an
i "ad hoc" committee to assist in KING's defense when he was
"subject to court action, but, when the reason for this
‘ committee being in existence was removed, the committee was
| formally dissolved. The same group of individuals who
‘ comprised this Committee formed the Committee to Aid the
Southern Freedom Struggle, which is eperating at 312 West
125th Street, New York -City. O!'DELL added that it would
make no difference as to whether a person contributing money
makes out checks payable to the Committee to Defend Martin
. Luther Xing, Jr., the SCLC, or the Committee to Aid %the
Southern Freedom Struggle, because they are all one and the same.

On October 27, 1961, Special Agents of the FBI
observed HUNTER PITTS O'DELL entering the building located
at 312 West 125th Street, New York Clty, which building ’
houses an office of the SCLC.

On October 27, 1961, shortly after O'DELL entered
the building at 312 West 125th Street, New York City, as
mentioned above, a Spedal Agent of the ¥BI, using a pretext,
contacted a person at the SCLC, 312 West 125th Street, New
York City. This person identified himself as JACK O'DELL
and said that he is in charge of that office, which is the
New York Office of the SCLC, which is headed by the Reverend
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., with headquarters in Atlanta,
Georgia. JACK O!'DELL stated that he, O'DELL, is the
Adminisvrator of the New York Office of the SCLC,

D S )
PR i ) N -

HW¥ 55280 DocId:32989672 Page 68

Y-




-~
I

Nyloo-136585 TSV

//

Iy On November 17, 1961 4t a meetﬁnv of the ‘Harlem
Regional Committee of the New York CP, held in New York
City,~it was announced that two weeks prewviuusly a meeting
was held and a group was organized called the New York Friends
of the SCLC. This is MARTIN LUTHER KING's group. The

guest speaker at this meeting was JACK O'DELL., who is the
New York reprcsentative of MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR. and who
‘has an office at 312 West 125th Street, New York City.

This group is not.a CP group. However, a “few comrades" are
Anvolved in i%t. This group will have a loose affiliation
with t.he SCLC, but w111 not be restrlcced to working only
wilith that group. .

~——.

"NY T-1
~ November 20, 1961

On January 26 1902, a Special 3gent of the FBI,

using a pretext,

West 125th Street,

contacted an unknown person at the SCLC, 312

New York City.

This psrson identified

herself as an

employee of the SCLC office and stated that

Mr. O'DELL is fthe person who is in charge of that office.

2. STANLEY LEVISON

On December 26, 1956, STANLEY IEVISON discussed
plans for the publlcatlon of" articles that were scheduled
to &e written by Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
" NY T-15
December 26, 1956

As of Ocvober, 1961 STANLEY LEVIQON continued
. £o donate money tothe CPUSA.
NY T-11 '
- October, 1961

It was ascertained that as of September 24, 1958,
STANH@Y LEVISON was Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.!'s <
*Assistant Chief™. IEVISON spends half his time advising -
and helping XING.

NY T-16

September 24, 1958

STANLEY LEVISON is a legal representative and
confidant of Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., Montgomery,

| :'1?‘-
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Alabama. .LEVISON -is, also 1°gal counsgel Tor KING in matters
ﬁﬂgncerning his, KING's, book "Stride Toward Freedom".
df/,/ . . . NY T-14
et : . o, :‘ -t Janvary 18, 1959
It was ascertained on May 6, 1900,.Uqat STANLEY
LEVISON and ROY LEVISON, who is also knov1 as ROY BENNETT, were
working in connection with the MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR. mass
> meeting which was to be held on May 17, 1960,

‘NY T-11
May. 6, 1960
As of October, 1961, ROY IEVISON, also known o
as ROY BENNETT, continuéd to donate money to
the CPUSA. . . |
) - NY T-11

October, 1961

On February 8, 1961, Mr. JOHN J. TOTTEN, Manager,
Carnegie Hall Corporation, 57th Street and 7th Avenue, New
York City, advised SA JAMES ¥, O!'CONNELL that arrangements
for a "Tribute to Martin Iuther Xing" at Carnegie Hall on
the night of January 27, 1961, were made by STANLEY LEVISON
of 6 East 39th Street, New York City. .

As of February 27, -1961, STANLEY LEVISON was an
Assoclate Director of the SCLC, 208 Auburn Avenue, Northeast,
Atlanta, Georgia. . . .
NY T-14 :

April 23, 1961

As of March 29, 1961, STANLEY ILEVISON was
associated with the SCLC, 312 West 125th Street, New York

City
. NY m-14
April 23, 1961

The records of the Charitles Registration Bureau
of the New York State Department of Social Welfare, 91
State Street, Albany, New York, as furnished to SA ROBERT
E. MARGISON by BERTRAM HESS, Senior Accountant, cn May 11,
1961, revealed the following:

»
- E

Y]
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" Th° Commlttee to Defend Nartin Tuther Klng, Jr,
and the Struggle for Freedom in the South, 312 West 125th
Street; New York 27, New York, was started on March 7, 1960,
" and one of the officers of this committee was STANLEY
LEVISON, Assistant Executive Director.

Pt

-

The Committee to Aid the Southern Freedom Struggle,
" 312 West 125th Streef, New York 27, New York, was started
on November 1, 1960 and among the officers of this Commlttee
were STANLEY LEVISON, 100-11 67th Road, Forest Hills, New
Yo”k Assistant Director, and Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,
563 Johnson Avenue, Atlanta, Georgia, Co-Chairman.

t was ascertained that as of January 19, 1962,
“STANLEY IEVISON, 6 East 39th Street, New York City, was
still associated wlth the SCLC
: : ,‘_: " NY T-14 _
. February 11, 1962

D, Miscellaneous Activities - ' - -

>

: The January 16, 1961 issue of the "National
Guardian®, on page 6, contains an article entitled "&bolish
the Un-Americans". This article reflects a petition was
directed to the 87th Congress signed by 350 individuals who
sought to abolish the House Committee on Un-American :
Activities. Among those who signed this petition was )
Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., a church 1eader from -
Georgila. )

The May 14, 1961 edition of "The Worker" on

page 12, column 3, contalns an article entitled "Southern
Ileaders Hit Un Americans” This article reflected that 17
Negro and White Southern 1eaders have initiated a petition
to President JOHN F. KENNEDY denouncing the House Un-
American Activities Committee, Senator JAMES D, EASTLAND's
Senate Internal Security Sub-Committee and various Southern
state committees modeled after them, as instruments of destruction
of the forces working for integration in the Socuth. This

,-19-_ B} . . | '!
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—._denuneiation was included in a plea to free CARI: BRADEN,
Southern integration leader. QOne of the initiators of the
petlitfon was Reverend MARTIN LUTHER.KING, JR., Atlanta,
Georgia. .

TIT.MISCELLANEOUS

* On March 8, 1962, Miss PAULINE DE FIORE,nClerk,
Credit Bureau of Greater New York, advised IC JOH@EGOOD
that a search of her files fails to reflect any pertinent
information concerning the subject.

On March 8, 1962, SA DAVID G. JENKINS caused the
records of the Bureau of Criminal Identification of the
. New York City Police Department to be checked concerning
the subject, however, no record could be located pertalining
to him. & ‘

On March 8, 1962 SA DAVID G. JENKINS caused the
records of the BSS of the NYCPD to be checked concerning
- the subject, however, no information of pertinence could
be lIocated pertaining to him in addition to that which has
previously been set forth in this report.

Other confidential informants, who are familiar
wlth some phases of CP activity in the New York City area,
reported during March, 1962, that they have no information
pertaining to any activities of a subversive nature on
the part of the subject.

HW 55280 DocId:32989672 Page 712 .

R L e KT e I



"1

HW 55280

¥4 s e

. . ‘ . s
. - . . \ - \‘* LE‘ s I"c - ] - . .
el . /!l' i A ¥z .:Ein g?“!l’ St

> Y *
S M SN b L v .

'/ - “NY 100-136585

£

- 4

COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE

+ FOR_MORTON SOBELL

»

"Following the execution of atomic spies ETHEL

 and JULIUS ROSENRERG in June, 1953, the ‘'Communist campaign

assumed a different emphasls. Its major effort centered
upon MORTON SOBELL,' the ROSENBERGS'! codefendant. The
Natlonal Commitbee to Secure Justice in the Rosenberg Case ~
a Communist front which had been conducting the campaign in
fthe United States - was reconstituted as the National
Rosenterg~Sobell Committee at a conference in Chicezgo
in October, 1953, and 'then as the Natlonal Committee
to—Secure Justice for Morton Sobell in the Rosenberg
Case',..." - ‘

("Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications”
dated January 2, 1957, issued by the House Committee on Un-

‘American Activities, page 60.)

In September, 1954, the name "Natilonal Committee
to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell' appeared on literature
issued by the Committee. In March, 1955, the current name,
"Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell,"” first
appeared on literature issued by the Committee.

The 1960-1961 Rorough of Manhattan telephone
directory lists the "Committee to Secure Justice for

Morton Scobell" as belng lccated at QU0 Broadway, New
York, New York,

- 21 -
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APPENDIX

NATIONAL GUARDIAN

The "Guide to Subversive Organizatlons and
Publications,” revised and published as of Jaduary 2,
1957, prepared and released by the Committee on Un-
" American Activities, United States House of Representatives,
Washington, D.C., contains the follOW1ng concernlng the
"National Guardian”. .

"lo

"Natidnal Guardian

tEstablished by the American ILabor Party
in 1947 as a "progressive" weekly., * * ¥
Although it denies having any affiliation
wlith the Communist Party, it has

‘manifested itself from the beginning

as a virtual official propaganda arm of
Soviet Russia.!

(Committee on Un-American Activities,
Report, 'Trial by Treason: The National
Committee to Secure Justice for tThe
Rosenbergs and Morton Sobell,! August 25,

1956, p. 12)"

- 22 .
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THE NEW YORK COUNCIL TO,
ABOLISH THE UN-AMERICAN
ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE

On March 9, 1961, a source advised that the New
York Council To Abollsh the Un-American Activities Committee
(WYCAUAC), 150 West 34th Street, New York City, New York,
was formed at a meeting held in New York City on November 17,
1960. This organization was founded principally through the
efforts of FRAN[ WITKINSON, Field Representative of the
National Committee To Abolvsh the Un-Ameflcan ‘Activities

- Committee (NCAUAC). .

A second source advised on Sepuember 17, 1952,
that FRANK WILKINSON was a Communist Party member as of

September, 1952.

The "National Guardian® in January 16, 1961,
issue, page 7, column 1, contained an article which states
that the NYCAUAC has only one cbjective: "to help the
National Committee as vigorously as possible-din 1ts
endesavors to mobilize the American people in a campaign
to abolish the House Committee on Uh—American ActiJit¢es.

A third source furnished on March 9, 1961, a
prospectus of the NCAUAC prepared principally bj FRANK
WILXINSON, which in reference to "local abolitidn committees"
stated that these committees may identify and cqordinate
their efforts as closely as they desire with NCLUAC, still
maintaining their autonemy for as flexible and independent
program as possible., The prospectus also stated that the
NYCAUAC was responsible Ter coordinating abolitlon activitles

- on the Atlantic coast. §

HW 55280

Various sources have advised iIl:pPil, 1961, that
Communist Party members in She New York Ciiy area have been
solicited to support activities of the NYCWAC during
attendance at Communist Party club meeting.
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SOUTHERN CONFERENCE - - S

EDUCATIONAL FUND, INC. . R
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The Southern Patriot, a monthly publlcation, shows
that it is published by the Southern ConfﬁrEpce Educational
Fund, Inc. (SCEF.) .

The Southern Patriot was cit@a 23 an organ" of the
"Southern Conference for Human Welfare {SCH{) by the Committee
on Un-American Activities, Hbuse Repowb 59 on the SCHW, .-
June 12, 1947 ) o -

The SGHU was cited as a commhnlst front by the

* Committee on Un-American Actlvities, House Report 592,

June .16, 1947

An amendment to the charter of the SCHW changed
the name of that organization to the SCEF, and listed its

~ purpose as being to improve the educationai and cultural

standards of the Southern people in accordance with the
highest American democratic institutions, traditions, and
ideals. The amendment was dated April 26, 1946.

A source, who is familiar with some phases of
Communist Party activity in the New Orleans area, advised on
May 15, 1961, that during the time the SCHW was in existence,
Communist Party {CP) members were members of and worked
actively in the SCHW. However, since the formation of the
SCEF, rank and file CP membershave not besn encouraged to
work in the SCEF. The source stated that the SCEF is a
progressive, liberal organization, which he considers a CP
front organization because it has gone along with the CP
on certain issues, particularly on the racial question, and
through the years, certain CP members in the New Orleans

area have been assigned to work in tne organlzation to further.

CP principles.

On May 15, 1961, the source advised that in the past
he has considered JAMES DOMBROWSKI, the Executive Director
of the SCEF, to.be a Communist, if not an actual CP member,
because he followed communist principles.

: bR
;¢=.§ .- .
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The source also advised on May 18, 1960, that many
. people who are officials and members of the SCEF, while
1iberal in fhelr vier, are by no means commumists.

‘ Another source advised on March 2, 1961, that
CLAUDE--LIGHTFOOT, a CP functionary, stated at a meeting of

. the CP in Baltimore, Maryland, on February 25, 1961, that
the CP is not connected with any progressive movement, but
indirectly they “do have some influence in the 'SCEF.

Y
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

L

New fork, New York -

In Reply, Please Refer to Lpril 13, 1962

FilslNo.  pyfile 100-106670
: . New York 100-136585

Title Martin Ihther king, _dr.
Character Security Matter - Ne
" Reference Report of Special Agent John

J. Elliott., dated and captioned

b4

as above, at New York. o

" A11 sources (except any listed below) used in referenced
commmnication have furnished reliable information in the past.

«
osr By e FeTMmeN T R

Lt ypah s Smmem T

aTAL A
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI.

It is the property
of the FBI and is loaned to your agen<y; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside
\ your agency. N
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! ~ Socialist Party - Social Democrat;gfg:deration

‘New.York.bommittee To Defend Martin Luther King, Jr.
and the Student Struggle infthe Sou@h :

) Committee to Defend Martip’ Luther King, Jr.

. Northern Branch of the fouthern Christian
Ieadership Confefgafe ‘

-

" Committee to Aid the\;outhern F?eedom‘strugéle

New York Friends ¢f & ¢ Southern Christian
Leadership Confﬁrence Ay

p 4

ffice, all future infgrmation of a Subversive nature which
comes to the attentiod of the New YorﬁiOffice regarding the
subject will be forwarded to the Atlanta QOffice, the Office

For the inf:;?é%ion of ﬁzé;Bureau and the Atlanta
£

of Origin in this tter. S N ‘
This rebort is classified 'Congtdersstsx" because ;

unauthorized dis@losure of the information Ffurnished Wy NY -1,
NY T-2, NY T-34 NY T-4, NY T-5, NY -7, NY T:8, NY ©-9, NY T-10,

H
NY T-11, NY TAl2, NY T-13 and NY T-14 might réyeal confidential 4
informants continuilng value and impair thein future effective-

ness and syth impairment could have an adverse effect upon
the natiopal defense interests of the United States. NY T=ill
is a higHly placed and sensitive source, K

Y

- T - K ‘ . kY i ‘ %

. COVER PAGE

13

: i - is not for dissenyi-
is document is prepared in vesponse to your request and, is 1o ;
ggg’fogooutside y.o"f.r %ommﬁttae: Its uee @3 limitod to official progeedmgs Y
your Coinmittee and the content may not Bz disclosed to @na@othomzed 2{1_@1’307&3‘%s
nel without the express approval of the FBI . - . \\
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, - UN..ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF . 3TICE N 4
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION T /

BN
£ JaH Pediean S o . o s
o M{§ S Ko 3 . ’
SEN AN :

OHN J. ELLIOTT | Offics New York, New York
LAL3/62 A o - .

s 7 ’
2136585 : Bureau ¥35 Nom  100-106670

Copy to:

Report of:
Date:

Field Office File Nox 100

A Te MARTINSLUTHER KING, JR. - o

Character: SECURITY _MATF\I*E. - C 3 - ’ o
’ ' ’ \ __4‘:” T e
ML s, “’l‘,:j::?;f I /_'g;;-?", . A .~/~‘. .

PR e S

Subjecthwas born 1,/27.%29, in
_ftlanta, Georgia, ‘and mw2ied T, ISTTA
’zﬁING, neeSCOTT, on 6/17/.3. Lisect's
,//ieducationay background sot Forb~ . Subject
formerly resided at 300 i rth dfcksan.St.,
Montgomery, Alapame, and 1~ vas formerly
Pastor of the/Dexter Averues Bunwist Church,
454 pexter ﬁé., Montgems~;, iAlapama.
Subject was/one of sponcoso foir a national
gathering Jeld in Washirgrordy, D.C. for
purpose of seeking 2 Preulaanilal
) commutafion of MORTOH SO HLL's sentence.
; Subjec) signed petiticor uvrzing suspension
. ' cr refuction of JUNIUS ©CATES! slntence.
" Subjgct spoke at a tesciacniol nel¥ in honor
of HENRY WINSTON on 9/7/GI. subjech signed
. Befition requesting execative ciemency for
3 CARL BRADEN and FRANK WIL{THION. Subject's
% elationship with HUNTER PI7?TS C'DELL and
. STANIEY IEVISON set forth. Subject sigred
Betition directed to 87th Congress which
Petiticn scught To abolish HUAC. No credir
// or criminal record located for subject. NOy
additional information of pertinence located \\
BSS, NYCPD, cher coniidential informants
have no information pervaining to any \\
activities of a subversive nature concerning \\
subject. . u A

Synopsis:
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reflected tha&é:he subgecb was Pre51dent oﬂ/tﬁBSouthern
a

Christian Leadeépship Conference (SCLC), PﬂeQ1denu of the
Montgomery Improvement Association and V¥ce-President

. of the National Stnday School and Baptigt Training Union

Congress of the Naviocnal Baptist Conveftion, Incorporated.

. Miscellaneous

A N . o

The 1960 - 196% editiory of "Who'!'s Who in America®
reflects the following co cernigg the subject:

He was selched on /of the ten outstanding
personalities of 1956 by "Tim&" magazine in 1957.
He has received numerous awérd for leadership in the-
Montgomery Movement. He As a %embef of the National
Association & the Advancéneﬁn of\Colored People, Alpha
Phi Alpha, Sigma Pi Phi,/ and the Elks. Heves the

" author of "Stride Towayd Freedom" ir\ 1958 and has contributed

to popular and religigus periodicals.
;o '\\
//II. " AFFILIATION WITH\THE COMMUNIST
Y MOVEMENT \

4. Evidence qf/Communist Party
(cp) Synnathies

‘ qﬁ August 22, 1958, BEN DAVIS stated that while
conversing/with MARTIN LUTHER KIHG, JR., KING tol&\hlm,
DAVIS, hoW glad he was to see BEN DAVIS back among‘h
people td lead the fight. h

/ | \

' // - N¥ T-1
.  August 28, 1958. \\\

CH
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oo The source also advised on lMay 18f/§:;0 that many
people wh are officials and members of the SCEF, while
liberal in their views, are by no means §0mmunists.

Anot ier source advised on Hardh 2, 1961, that
CLAUDE LICHTWOO a CP functionary, stateda a meeting of
the CP in- Baltlmore, Maryland, on February 25, 1961, that

* the CP is not connected with any progressive movement, but

. indirectly they do have some inflyénce in the SCEF.

By
<y

E
-
¥ K‘\
Y
‘&Y
AY
AN
. ,\
. \\
» 3
. \\
i %
. . N
\,
%,
‘i'.,
. N
« %
~
’5.
",
kA
*
- B - \
A}
J .
"l
p im
__HH 55280 DocId:32989672 Page 82 . | _ R -

——2,




|
)
@

SSC LLETTER 9/8/75
ITEM 4

/e 1

" HW 55280 DocId:32989672 Page 83




N REPORTING OFFICE

N e

ALL IR

t X

s 0 EONF DW e |
\‘ S Q ¥ 3D e, ﬁ:
:;/ "~ "FEDERA. BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

cohe &
o

Z\
—
. —

. . 3
OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

ATLANTA ATLANTA b/25/62 3/1~4/16/62
REPORT MADE BY!

TITLE OF. CASE ]
. ’ Cor SA ROBERT R. NICHOLS
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. CHARACIER OF CAtE

SM - ¢ 99,;9«.«\”7'6 ¥moel6

!

- ooy 2 £

TYPED BY

AAB

BIGERE
¢
{

REFERENCES :

Bureau letter to Atlanta, 2/27/62.
New York letter to Bureau, 3/6/62. ,}éw;;
} c g

- P -

FORMATION CONTA RS

i1

HEREIN IS UNGLASSIFIZD

LEADS: - 3 it
‘h%gﬁ!!. 7 V:‘T‘.
NEW YORK (INFORMATION) Ve A,
Copy of this report being furnished New York since the
subjJect is active in that area.
.sz/
e e

WHERE SHOWN 0TEERWISK
")‘,:
ey \i’:‘
\ _\:» r;- k\.:\:;- B
i \’
{
# rappie N
™%
hadi )
=
A
. {

ATLANTA

Will continue to follow the activities of che subJeot
through discreet racial and security sources and report any pertinent

security-type information,

o e i
e )(2:"‘/{ a<< /‘Wﬂ /-4" PNy /ﬁ _/o{f4,/ M" // } \i";/_f};.}f
3 I'd
APPROVED ‘7’ vf/ ( SP,ENCEA,_';'A‘,;%%NT Do NOT WRITE iN $PACES BELOW

fr:/ — ‘
Bureau (100-106670) (Ri) S 4 ,,r’] RSG- 42 j

%
: // 1 - New York (100-136585) (info) (RH)

(100-5586) e .

COPIES MADE: /'

1

rd

7 3 - Atlanta.

i;, . - Pt
Jae @ ’ | O L
\% TN . oty ,A(‘:)Y

ary

Dissemination Record of Attached Report LR Notations . L& \),"’

A ' 2 S . . s
gency s b 7 rg@éﬁ@ onse to yow' ¢equest®%% s not for dissemi-

Request Recd. Mooy st wyow' ‘Ebinmittee. |Its use i3 limite \offwzal proceedings by
way not be di £0 unauthorized person-

2 /
L A W 8 & a7 A K o
TITC oW TS oYU & B

How Fwd. | L5 I s siid of dreacs”
9/9’?.’//7@4 @WZ’/!M uws?\!‘"f\iﬂﬁa

NG AT rome o 7 ONFIDENTHA

RN

e




HW 55280

AT 100-5586
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AT T-5 BA 969-5 nLov mowd Baltimore 134-13A-615 |
AT T-6 NY 2009-S \nCot ooy Characterization of TED BASSETT
AT T-7 INY 1212-8 viKocmiand " nowoow
AT T %LA 2954-5 M Socmiaind Los Angeles 134-98A-3110 p. 6
AT T-9 NY 384-3% ElsoR 134-82-2236 p. 2
AT T-10) NY 2361-S*E | sut
AT T-11{NY 1697-g% E.L SuR
AT T-12{NY 2353-S*E)=suR.
AT T-13 «Lca 6403-5 mSor a Chicago A 134-1303-23 p., 2
AT T-14 5NY 1831-8S* g oRr
AT T-15 (oG 5824-8% (1Focmand
AT T-16 ¥ 69U=5% {11 Cor omawd
AT T-17 {NY 2314-8* E)suR
AT T-18 Y 1300-5% | < ve New York 100-111180-1B6(4)
(co{;Eg };AGE)
svcassmmsers saoe s CONFIDENT! ﬁt‘

wereper

[

PELT, PoeE

A AR LY AU 8, S AR T o SR e T e E

g ~rvon




,AT 100-5586

TDENTITY OF SOURCE

AT T-19JTA 4037=5 rafocmncd

AT 7-20{LA.4038-8 \.}\ memjr
AT T-21{CG 5609-5 \nCoi momd

LOCATION

© Los Angeles 134-763A~194(WR) p.

3 and

b4 1n i

Chicago & 134-12-897 p. 3

AT T-22[DE 265-5 (nSocmant)(e) Detroit [[34-64R-789 p, 4] &)

AT T-23}BA 1155-PST \ndovvn cwt
AT T-24iNY 1587-S \nCormowy
AT T-25§M0 19-S 1nlov " am
AT T-26|yF 1047-3] L Eov v Ay

AT T-27 [Mrs. OLIVE E. -HANCE,
Accountant, Tax Office,
Princeton Township, N. Je

(covered per request __J o 49_‘,&1“&‘

Sov (e
aT 7-28 TR 3512-§] \oCormanct

AT T-29 [ARTHUR LEVIN, Security
S0I, Director of Anti-

Defammation League, Atlanta, Ga.,
CO(\‘CK ev\,‘\'\b.

(covered per request)]
Sov e .
a7 -30fce 5826-5 \Lovmon
AT T-31 INY 2517-8 \aov wean}
AT T-32NY 2405-8 |\ Lov waowt

AT T-33 LA 4125-8 \afoywiam

AT T-34 anonymous | \;\"( o ««Mcu"‘q‘

Baltimore 134-832A-42 p.2
New York 134-831-1205 p. 7
Atlanta 100-5586-298, 306

Washington Field 134-1543-Sub A
202 p. 2

Newark 100-45275-1A-3

Characterization off JAMES IMBRIE
Atlanta 100-5586-208

Chicage A 134-42-3630

New York 134-2602A-578 p. &
New York 134-2573A-

Los Angeles 134~1220A4-357 (WR)
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' IDENTITY OF SOURCE

At -35[Ca 5792-8 infoc ek
AT T-36 [NY 22018 1a-Eovment

AT T-37 |TP 3108-PST who crianct

—

AT T-38 [PH 210-81wFer mionch
AT -39 |BU 123-3 ) 1n s vt
. -

a7 7-40 [oR 1936-8%) ELSOR.
AT TJEL@_E 85J \V\"Q“OK‘-’V\O-«W'\

ar 7-b2[PAUT, ANTHONY, Assistant
Director, Southern Regional
Council, Atlanta, Ga., (Security

1 :
. L.

LOCATION

Chicago A 134-24-
Atlanta 100-5586-173 p. 1

New York 134-1321-269 p. 2
(characterization of [ rcacc s ) |

Indianapolis 134-U4TA-28 p. 1
Philadelphia 13%-33 Sub A-

Buffalo 134-14A- .
Atlanta 100-5839-310 p. 22 and 23
(characterizations of MAE MALLORY,
ROBERT F. WILLIAMS and MILT
NEIDENBERG )

Characterization of ROBERT F.
WILLIAMS

Atlanta 67-2955A-2 p. 7
Atlanta 100-2162-3 p. 5

Instant report

SOT) {covered per requestu conCdential Saurce

AT T-43{JUSTIN FINGER, Investi-
gator, Anti-Defammation League,
Atlanta, Ga. {Security S0I) .

Instant report

(covered per request)) (o asdentrel Sovcce .

The five sources familiar with racial and security matters

--in Atlanta who were contacted with negative results are as follows:

[ wILLIAM W. BENNETT, Security SOI, contacted 4/5/62,

Librarian at Atlanta Universi’cy‘:] Co nCiden

Soufce ,

[NIILIAM N. NIX, Director of Personnel, Morehouse College,

Security SOI, contacted 1/5/62,]
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HORACE M, BOND, Dean of School of Education, Atlanta
Unlversity, Security SOI, contacted 4/5/62J (. ofidentic| Sevrce,

far 1371-8]contacted L/2/62.

Sources utilized to characterize organizations and
publications in the gppendix of this report are as follows:

COMMITTEE TO AID THE MONROE DEFENDANTS
NATIONAL COMMITTEE TO ABOLISH THE UN-AMERICAN

. ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE

NEGRO AMERICAN LABOR COUNCIL

SOUTHERN CONFERENCE EDUCATIONAI FUND, INC,
VOLUNTEER CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSTION

WOMEN FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION

WOMEN'S PEACE AND UNITY CLUB

WORKERS VORLD PARTY

BUFFALO BRANCH - WORKERS WORLD PARTY

ADMINISTRATIVE:

Careful consideration has been given to each source that
1s concealed in this report and T symbols were utilized only in
those instances where the identity of the source must be concealed.

- B -
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C. ERIC LINCOLN, Assistant to the President, Clark
College, Security SOI, contacted 4/5/62.) confilevtia| Sewvces .

Y 712-8 whor wedt

/LA 3512-8 1o%er moet

. ROBERT RONSTADT,

" Los Angeles, Cal.,
concealed peg Yo

request, confid ewia

Sovre.
cv 378"'5 _lv\{:;w \MMA'
NO 886-8 piGrrmonct
WF 1047-8 t1€ovine awy

LA 37798 tnSermonct
CG'5702~S)&Qﬂﬂ¢&wA
LG 5824"8*\\'%@ h-wm?\
' NY 711"5 _\w:@o\fw}'\_a,gj :
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SF 2256-S advised on 1/29/62 that she, MERLE BRODSKY, a

functionary of the CP, and GUS HALL, General Secretary of the CP

USA, had a discussion on 1/25/62. GUS HAILL wanted to discuss the

differences MERLE BRODSKY had with the CP in an effort to get him

to become more active in the ?arty. During the discussion,

BRODSKY said he thought the most important thing the CP means to

do today is to try to become part of the things that are going on

and not become isolated from the mass movements. BRODSKY said he

"agreed- completely with everything Rev. MARTIN LUTHER KING said in.

his speech on the relation of labor to the Negro people before the
national convention of the American Federation of Labor, According-
to the informant, GUS HALL said BRODSKY had better agree with the
speech KING gdve because he, HALL, had written it. When BRODSKY
expressed surprise at this, HALL said "Yes, it is true, I wrote the
whole thing." HALL said the secret of Rev, KING's relationship
with the CP must be closely guarded. The informant was thoroughly
guestioned re this information and did not know whether KING was
aware that HALL wrote the speech in question or what connection

b there is between the CP and KING.

Por'sﬂw Qeleted as U’L fuu.ga\’tm.\) T‘QWAQ ;\%e é_ pat %S \%’Qu\{\mcw'\‘.

The above information is not being repo e the
San Francisco Office advised that it was not to be distributed
outside of the Bureau because only persons present were (GUS HALL,
MERLE BRODSKY and the informant.]

This report is classified semteswmeasd since data
reported from numerous informants could reasonably result
identification of Confidential Informants of continuing value,

L@y 694=S¥* {is a highly placed and sensitive source.
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" the dilsclosure of which could be detrimental to the national defense.
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Report of: _ -SA ROBERT R. NICHOLS Atlanta, Georgia
Date: April 25, 1962 - Office:
Fiold Offtco File 5, £00-5586 ' Bireou Filo #: loo"¥9§670‘ —
Title: MARTIN EWTHER KING, JR.
| | w3572y BT
. on_3/2 ﬁ
Character: SECURITY MQTTERS - C
stmm Subject was born 1/15/29 and resides in Atlanta, Ga.

He is co-pastor of the Ebenezer Baptist Chuwrch with his father,

MARTIN LUTHER KING; SR., and is also president of the SCLC.
Confidential sources report subject associates with CP members and
officials. He is acguainted with BENJAMIN DAVIS and ELIZABETH

GURLEY FLYNN, CP officials. One source said KING and HARRY BELLEFONTE
asked DAVIS for help in their present integration problems., STANLEY
D, LEVISON, NYC, & secret member of the CP, represents the subject

and SCLC in business and racial matters. HUNTER PITTS O'DELL, CP
official in 1959, 3is in the SCLC New YO?E>Office. The CP alds SCLC

and the subgect 1n ;nuegratlon matters‘

Sources state sabg ot

ishment of House
Committee on Un~Amerlcan Act1v1t1es, 1960 to 1961. He supported
‘release of MORTON SOBELL in 1960. Subject has associated with
"Women for Legislative Action® and "Women's Peace and Unity Ciub,"
both Los Angeles. *Southern Christian Leadership Conference Student
Defense Fund" and “The Committee to Defend Martin ILuther King,"
solicited funds in 1960 from Czechoslovakian, Romanian and Soviet
official establiskhments in Uashlngton, D. C. Subject is supporiting
the defense of MAE MALLORY, who 1s standing extradition in Chio for
kidnaping in Monroe, N. C., racial disturbance. In 1941 a source
sald that subject®s father was a member of the CP; however, there
were no activities to substantiate. A source thought subject's

I father was not a CP member but would cooperate with the CP for the
betterment of the Negro race and was reportedly sympathetic to the
Southern Negro Youth Congress in the early 1940's.

NATIONAL SECURITY INF ORNATION ,
Unauthorized Disclosure i
Subject to Criminal Sanctiong -

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclu "ot Ano
sions of the FBI. It ls tne ropert of he F‘BI and §; d
your agency; it and its contents are noat to be distributed outside your agency. property né 48 loaned to
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I. BECKGROUND

The 1961 edition of Who's Who in Ameriga furnishes the
following background information concerning subject:

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., clergyman, born Atlanta on
January 15, 1929, to MARTIN KING and ALBERTA WILLIAMS. Receilved
A,B., Morehouse College, 1948 1HD, 1957; B.D. Crozer Theological
Seminary, 1951; Ph.,D. J. Louils Crozer Fellow Boston University,

T 1955, D.D, 1959; D.D. Chicago Theological Seminary, 1957; LL.D.
Howard University, 1957, Morgan State College, 1958; L, H, D.
Central State College, 1958; Special Student, Univéersity of
Pemnsylvania, Department of Philosophy, Harvard., Married CORETTA
SCOTT, June 17, 1953; children - YOLANDA DENISE, and MARTIN LUTHER
III. Pastor of Dexter Avenue Baptist Church, Montgomery, Alabama;
President of Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC); Vice
President of National Sunday School and Baptist Training Union, -

) Congress of National Baptist Convention, Inc.; President of Mont-

1 gomery Improvement Association; recipient of Pearl Plafkner Award

ﬁ for Scholastics, Crozer Theological Seminary, Chester, Permsylvania,

: 1951; selected one of ten outstanding personalities of 1956 by

Time magazine, 1957. Member of National Association for the

| Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), Alpha Pi Alpha, Sigma Pi Phi,

| Elk, Author of "Stride Toward Freedom," 1958, and contributor of

i articles to popular and religious periodicals. Home -~ 309 South

\ Jackson Street; Office -~ U454 Dexter Avenue, Montgomery, Alabama.

|

The Atlanta Daily Vorld newspaper on December 1, 1959,
carried an article entitled "Dr. King Resigns To Take Post in
‘ “Atlanta.” This article stated that subject had resigned as Pastor
i of the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church in Montgomery, Alabama, and
: had accepted the post of co-pastor of the Ebenezer Baptist Church
in Atlanta, Georgia, with his father. The article stated that he
had been pastor of the Dexter Avenue Church since 1954 and that he
would come to Atlanta on February 1, 1960. The article reported
that he had founded and headed the Montgomery Improvement Association
which organized the successful protest that ended bus segregation
in Montgomery, Alabama. The subject was also described as President
of the SCIC.

..3_

|
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_Phé~ May 23, 1961, issue of the New York Herald Tribune
SETFISd an article enbitled "Dr. King Maps Alabama Strategy." This
article sbtated that the SCLC was an outgrowth of the Montgomery bus
boycott of 1955 to 1956 in which the subject, then pastor of the
Dexter Avenue Baptist Church in Montgomery, sprung to national
prominence as a leader of Negroes seeklng to end segregation on
local buses, The nine-month campaign was successful and SCLC now
coordinates campaigns throughout the South to end segregation by
using such tactics as sit-in movements and freedom rides,

The Atlanta Constitution of May 31, 1960, carried an
, article entitled "Rev. King Names Virginian to Lead Integration
Group." This article said that the Office of MARTIN LUTHER XKING;
JR., announced that a Virginia Negro Minister, Rev. WUYATT TEE
- WALKER, Peterst- ey, vlrglnla, had been named Executlve 1recto;
“of the scLc. ﬁ\k

2.
S

-

rd

II. MATTERS RELATING TO COMMUNISM OR THE COMMUNIST PARTY, USA

A, General Information

On June 6, 1957, AT T-1 advised that at a meeting of a
Communist Party (CP) Club, Southside Division, Chicago, Illinois,
held at 73 East Carver Plaza, Chicago, LULA SAFFOLD, a CP member,
remarked that she had always wondered sbout the origin of the bus
boycott in Montgomery, Alabama, where the subject had first gained
prominence, and felt it was quite possible he may have had CP
backing- for encouragement for this movement. She stated it was her
JV’"6p1nlon that if the subject was not a CP member, he was close %o
being one as it seemed his feelings on many issues were similar
to the stand of the CP. She continued, however, that the subject
was very clever in his manner of presentation of these issues so
that unless one were in the CP it would be difficult to detect the
similarities, According to T-l, SAFFOLD also said these were her
personal opinions and she had no real knowledge of the CP connections
on the part of the subject.

On September 18, 1959, AT T-2 stated that a meeting of the
Section Committee, Southside Section, Chicago, Illinois, of the
CP was held at 3851 South Ellis Avenue, Chicago, on September 15,
1959. T-2 said it was mentioned at this meeting that the subject

-4 -
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had been at the residence of LASTER DAVIS recently in Chlcago to
refresh on his way to California and Honolulu.

T-2 stated on September 18, 1959, that IESTER
DAVIS at the above meeting was made Chairman of the
Resolutions Committee for the upcoming CP Southside
Section Convention to be held in November, 1959, in
Chicago.

AT T-3 stated on May 23, 1961, that a meeting of the CP
Illinois State Committee was held May 20, 1961, at 333 West North
Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. T-3 reported that at this meeting CARL
- WINTER; Chairman of the Michigan State CP, spoke regarding the
subject's speech at the United Auto Workers Convention in Detroit.
WINTER praised the subject and stated he is Hegelian in his
thinking and somewhere along the line he has studied Marxism.

T-3 offered the opinion that this was not true regarding
the subject and Marxism, although the subject in his book
attributed his philosophy to Hegel.

On June 1, 1961, AT T-4 stated a meeting of the State
Committee, CP of Illinois,‘was held on May 21, 1961, at 333 West
North Avenue, Chicago.. T-4 said that at this meeting, CARL WINTER
stated that they must recognize the subject is not a Marxist and
is not supporting "our" line, but is supporting some of the same
issues "we" ave. ,

AT T-5 advised on November 19 and 20, 1960, that at a
meeting of the CP USA held in New York City, TED BASSETT, described
by T-5 as a representative of The Worker, gave a report on the
November, 1960, Presidential Election, and during this report
stated that the CP USA was in the process of placing thelr members
in key positions in the SCLC. BASSETT added that a Western
conference of this group was then being formed and a CP USA member
(name not mentioned) was the leader of this group.

On November 23, 1959, AT T-6 advised that at the
November 22, 1959, session of the New York County CP
Party Convention, TEL BASSETT was re-elected Educational
Director of the New York County CP and a member of the
New York County CP Committee.

-5 -
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AT 100-5586

On January 11, 1960, AT T-7 advised that at the
January 9, 1960, session of the reconvened New York
State CP Convention, TED BASSETT was elected to the
New York State CP Committee.

The Worker is an East Coast Communist newspaper.

On June 6, 1961, AT T-8 stated that a joint meeting of
the Section Organizers, Area Coordinators and Section Organization
Secretaries of the Southern California District, CP, was held at
Hungarian Hall, Los Angeles, California, on May 24, 1661, The
Western Christian Leadership Conference Rally was announced at this
meeting for June 18, 1961, in Ios Angeles. It was announced that
the subject would be the speaker at this rally and all comrades
were urged to use every possible effort to build this meeting.

The newspaper Muhammad Speaks, February, 1962, edition,

page 10, carries an article entitled "Martin Luther King Squirming.”
¥ This article states that subject is denying that he ever suggested
Negroes should turn to Communism in his answer to a question posed
on a Cleveland television show called "Open Circuit." According
to the article, the subject was called to task for the remark by
¢ | EDWARD D, BALL, editor of the Nashville Tennesseen, who charged that
the subject had advocated the Negroes turning to a new ideology after
finding that forced integration is not working. Subject's reply
was that he had contended there would be no doubt that if the
problem of racial discrimination is not solved in the not-too-
‘distant future, that some Negroes out of frustration, discontent
and despair would turn to some other ideology.

The characterization of Muhammad Speaks newspaper 1s
included in the appendix of this report.

B. Associations with BENJAMIN DAVIS and ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN

AT T-9 advised on September 22, 1958, that according to
NAT RICHMOND, Manager of the Bronx County Committee, CP, BEN DAVIS,
National Committee Member of the CP, has been associating with the
subject in the New York area, T-9 said that subsequent to the
recent stabbing of the subject, BEN DAVIS and ARNOLD JOHNSON,
Secretary of the Legislative Committee of the CP, USA, donated
blood to the subject. :

| -6 -
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. The Worker, issue of December 20, 1959, reported
that BENJAMIN J. DAVIS at a meeting of the National
Committee of the CP, USA, on December 14, 1959, was
elected National Secreuary and a member of a five-man
Secretariat to conduot current work of the Party.

The Wall Stre t Journal on March 16, 1962, carried
. an article entitled T"rwo U. S. Ccmmunists Were Indicted
By The Federal CGrand Jury." The article reported that
~the two were GUS HALL, General Secretary of the United
States CP, and BENJAMIN DAVIS, its National Secretary.
They were indicted in Washington on charges of failing
to register as Communists with the Justice Department
as required under ths Subverslve Activities
- Control Act. The article stated DAVIS was indicted
on six counts and HALL on five. No date was set for
their trial.

AT T-10 advised on September 23, 1958, that BEN DAVIS
stated recently that he was so convinced of the need for the CP
because subject and others could not substitute for trained Marxists.

On September 23, 1958, T-9 advised that BEN DAVIS attended
a8 Baptist Ministers Convention in Harlem recently. He said that
DAVIS was given two minutes to speak, but at the end of the two
minutes his time was extended and he spoke for fifteen minutes.

It was reported that DAVIS made a great impression on the convention
and would appear at a similar convention in Chicago.

According to T-9 it was reported that at the Harlem
Convention, DAVIS met the subject and they spoke about the "Wilson
Case." Subject told DAVIS that he would shortly engage in a ‘
campaign to save WILSON's life and told DAVIS that he was ready to

cooperate with him on the WILSON case and on the fight for school
integration.

On January 17, 195G, AT T-11 stated that BENJAMIN DAVIS
furnished WILLIAM Z. FOSTER, at that time General Secretary of the
CP, USA, a letter he had received from the subject. According to
T=11, DAVIS explained to FOSTER that the subject's grandfather and
his father had been close friends politically in Georgia. When the
subject visited New York last summer, DAVIS said he talked to him
and the subject was very friendly, DAVIS told FOSTER that the

subject claimed he knew about DAVIS, his prison record, and what
DAVIS stood for.

-7 -
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_ “T-11 also stated that DAVIS said when the subject was
-8tabbed he contributed a pint of blocd and started others
contributing.

According to T-1l, DAVIS also said that he sent the
subject copies of The Worker and wrote his personal views on the
subject's book which DAVIS considered to be one of the two most
important books in the last five years on the Negro question. T-11
was. not aware of the nature of the letter from the subject which
DAVIS furnished to FOSTER.

AT T-12 advised on Iebruary 2, 1959, that BENJAMIN DAVIS
recently asked ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN if she was going to the -
"Resistance Dinner" to be held at the "Fifth Avenue Hotel" on
February 2, 1959. DAVIS told her that their mutual friend, MARTIN
LUTHER KING, had mentioned FLYNN's possible attendance. DAVIS said
that the subject was speaking at the dinner and DAVIS told FLYNN
he would inform subject of her reason for not attending.

The Worker on March 19, 1661, page 1, reflects

that ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN had been elected National
Chairman of the National CP, USA, by its National
Committee,

PLYNN was convicted in United States District
Court, New York, on January 21, 1953, for violation
of the Smith Act.

On May 10, 1960, AT T-13 advised that a CP Club Meeting -

of the Ninth Congressional District, Iilinois CP, was held May 4,
1960, at the home of DOROTHY DAVIES, 1214 IaSalle Street, Chicago,
Illinois. T-13 saild that after the meeting was over, DAVIES :
discussed subject and HARRY BELLEFONTE., She stated both the Tk
subjJect and BELLEFONTE went to see BENJAMIN DAVIS and asked for 4
hiég in their present problems concerning integration and civil
rights.

C. Connections with STANLEY D, LEVISON and HUNTER PITPS O'!'DELL

During the latter part of 1956, AT T-14 said that on
Several occasions STANLEY LEVISON showed interest in the development
of plans for a concert to be held in New York City in December, -
1956, to commemorate integration of the Montgomery buses. T-14

Kl
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‘AT 100-5586

said the concert was to be held at Manhattan Center and subject
would be connected with it. T-14 also stated that LEVISON remarked
that the proceeds of the rally were going to be divided so that
two thirds would go to the Montgomery Improvement Association.

, On August 6 1057, AT T~15 stated that LEVISON
and his brother, ROY BENNETT, were active in CP
financial matters and business ventures which con-
tributed to the CP. AT T-16 advised on October, 1961,
that LEVISON continues to donate money to the CP, USA.

On December 26, 1956, T—14 advised that STANLEY LEVISON 5
had recently conferred with an unknown individual concerning plans :
for the publication of articles apparently to be written by the
subject who was to make a visit to India at some future date.

LEVISON said that he was making the suggestion that the titles of
these articles be "jazzed up" and even sensationalized for popular
appeal. He said the wording of the titles should depend upon where
the articles were to be published and the reading audience that
would thus be reached. LEVISON named a number of suggeSUed titles
such as "An American Negro Looks at India," "Popularity of GIs in
India As Seen By Martin Luther King," or “Blggest Surprise in Indig--
Indians Love Americans, by Martin Luther King."

According to T-14, ILEVISON discussed the desirability
of the publication of the articles in "Look" magazine, "New York
Post," the "Washington Post" and other periodicals. He remarked that
if publlcation could not be made in a national circulation magaZLne,
then the Reporter magazine was a possibility.

T-14 advised on December 27, 1956, that LEVISON in a
recent conversation had said that "we" have to get the subject to
call a meeting of all leaders in the South to confer on transportation.

T-14 on January 7, 1957, advised he had learned that the
Subject and a Mr. STEELE of Tallahassee, Florida, had actually
called a conference on transportation to be held in Atlanta, Georgia,
presumably January 10 and 11, 1957, at the subject's father's church.
The nature of this conference and whether it actually took place
was not known to T-14.
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. // I
\ﬁg“““”””bn September 24, 1958 AT T-17 advised that STANLEY
LEVISON is the subject's "a331stant chief." T-17 said that LEVISON
had been described as a real estate man who spends half his time

advising-and helping the subject. T-17 also stated LEVISON has been
doing a lot of dealing with “Harper‘s" magazine on a new book by

subject.

AT 7-18 on January 18, 1959, advised that apparently -
. . STANLEY IEVISON, 6 East 39th Street, New York City, was legal
: representative for the subject regarding the subject's bhook "Stride
+ Toward Freedom" and also other matters. :

On February 11, 1962, 7-18 said that LEVISON was conducting
_ business matters for the SCLC in New York City, such as keeping
-records and advising SCLC headquarters in Atlanta when payments of
bills came due.

T-18 further advised on February 11, 1962, that JACK
O'DELL, also known as HUNTER PITTS O'DELL, apparently is employed
- in the New York Office of the SCILC.

T-15 advised in January, 1961, that HUNTER PITTS
.~ . O'DELL, who was elected to the National Committee of
“  the CP, USA, under the name CORNELIUS JAMES at the 17th
National Convention of the CP, USA, in December, 12859,
was reported to have quit the CP and is considered by
the CP to be officially out of the party. T-15 said,
however, that O'DELL is still on good terms with the
CP and will work with it,

T-16 advised on October 25, 1958, that HUNTER
PITTS O'DELL, who had formerly been the assistant
of JAMES JACKSON in Southern Negro work, was
according to JACKSON not on the official CP payroll '
but was being paid $75 per week ostensibly to be
worklng either for "International Publishers,” 'New
Century” or "Workers Library" in New York City.

T-15 advised on December 14, 1959, that JAMES
_- JACKSON was elected a member of the National
Committee of the CP, USA, at its 17th National
Convention, December 10 to 13, 1959.

The Worker on January 31, 1960, announced that
JACKSON had been appointed by the publishers as
editor of The Worker.

- 10 -
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‘D. éP Efforts toiAfa the Subject or SCLC ' s\\\

On October 10, 1958, AT T-19 and T-20 advised that a
meeting of the Ontario CP Club was held at 6777 Jasper Street,
Alba Loma, California, on October 7, 1958. T-19 and T-20 said that
at this meeting mimeographed copies of a letter concerning "$14 For
the 14th Amendment" were sent out by "San Jose Friends of
Martin Luther King." According to the informants, the letter
relates that on learning of the "unwarranted" arrest of the subject,
a group in San Jose organized an emergency committee called "The
Fourteen" to raise the equivalent of the $14 fine imposed on the
subject. Purpose of The committee is to send the equivalent of the
fine to the Montgomery Improvement Association and to invite other
communities to join in "this gesture of sympathy."” The letter
suggests that cach recipient of the letter collect $14 from fourteen
or more persons, :

On October 13, 1958, AT T-21 advised that a meeting of a
newly-organized CP Club within the Southside Section of the Illinois
CP was held on October 9, 1958. According to T-21, it was announced
at this meeting that the book recently written by the subject was
to be purchased by members whenever possible.

T-9Q advised on Ocbober 16, 1958, that a meeting of the
Bronx County Committee of the CP was held on October 1, 1958, at
2749 Barker Avenue, Brbdnx, New York. According to T-9, it was
announced at this meeting that the "Youth March for Integrated
Schools" to Washington, D. C., was to take place on October 25, 1958,
It was also announced that this march was being sponsored by such
notables as the subject and RALPH BUNCH. The members present at
this meeting were told this was an important action and that all
CP groups should work %o get different civic groups to back the
march. It was also announced at this meeting that the National
Executive Committee of the CP, USA, had decided to direct all party
organizations to work for and participate in the youth march.

AT T-22 on November 10, 1959, stated that a meeting of the
Polish~American CP Club was held on November 5, 1959, at 2632
Glendale Street, Detroit, Michigan. T-22 said one of the five
persons in attendance was RAY BLOSSOM, who sald that CP helped and
managed the subject's work during his work with the.bus boycott in
Montgomery, Alabama.

- 11 -
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T-22 advised on Novembeér 10, 1959, that RAY
.~ "BLOSSOM was one of two individuals elected at the
above méeting to be delegates to the CP State
Convention,

AT T-23 advised on March 18, 1960, that a CP meeting was
held on Mavch 15, 1960, on Lauretta Avenue, Baltimore, Maryland.
T-23 said that at this meeting DANNY RUBIN, Youth Chairman from
CP National Headquarters, referred to a conference headed by the
subject to be held in Raleigh, North Carolina, at -Shaw Unlversity .
on April 15 to 17, 1960. RUBIN wanted someone to carry the Party's
ideas to this conference and would like this particular person to
earry a member of the CP along with him to the conference. RUBIN
was. to ‘leave for Howard University on March 6, 1960, to see an
individual at Howard University to abcompllsh this.

Paepir sl

|

1

E
T-15 advised on Janvary 25, 1961, that MORTIMER ;

DANIEL RUBIN is the National Youth Director, CP, USA, gﬁa

and is a member of the National Committee, CP, USA, _ =

AT T-284 advised on October 24, 1960, that a conference
of the Bedford-Stuyvesant CP Section was held at 789 St. Marks
Avenue, Brooklyn, New York, on October 23, 1960. The incidents
leading to subject's current confinement in jall were brlefly .
discussed and it was proposed that all of those present send
telegrams and letters to Senator KENNEDY and other public officials
where the subject was confined.

N
KU v, o

—— e
e
«

E. Information Tending to Refute COmmunist Association
or Sympathies

AT T-25 advised in September, 1958, that the subject was
president of the Montgomery Improvement Associabion. T-25, who was
familiar with some CP activitles in the Montgomery area, advised
that he knew of no CP influence on the subject or infiltration
into the activities or leadership of the Montgomery Improvement
Association.

T-16 advised on October 25, 1958, that a meeting of the
National Executive Committee of the CP, USA, was held in New York
on October 22, 1958. A%t this meebing IAMES TACKSON presented a

- 12 -
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geven-point program for the coming year. Point 1 of this programn,
according to T-16, was that the subject although a capable and
honest leader was not the men to lead the Negro people because of
his subservience to the white ruling class. It was declared that
KING is the representative of the Negro clergy who now influence

the Negro people and constitute a poor leadership. JACKSON declared
that the Party's aim in Negroes activities would be to prove that
the subject is not possessed of sufficient wisdom to be the leader
of the Negro people. The Party will stress the fact that in his
book KING admits that he is influenced by white capiftalists.

T-25 stated on January 13, 1960, that the Montgomery Club
of the CP held a meeting on December 27, 1059, at 1222 Payne Street.
Montgomery, Alabama. T-25 stated that at this meeting CP member
LOUIS H, BEANE mentioned that the subject was moving from Montgomery
to Atlanta. He said that the Negroes in Montgomery regretted very
. much that the subject was leaving. T-25 said there was no mention
that the subject had anything to do with the CP in Montgomery or
any of its policies. ‘

The Atlanta Daily YHorld newspaper on October 15, 1660,
carried an article entitled "Sit-inners Meet at Morehouse College
and Clark in 3-Day Conference.” The article reported that the
subject, who was one of the speakers, urged the students to accept
the philosophy of non-yiolence not only "as a technique but as a
way of 1life.," XING also stated that non-violence rejects the
method of Communism,

T-16 advised on September 24, 1961, that GEORGE MEYERS,
self-admitted head of the CP's Southern Region, said he had nothing
to do with the subject's organization (SCLC).

ITI., SUPPORT OF CLEMENCY FOR CARYT, BRADEN AND ABOLISHMENT OF
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES

AT T-26 advised on January 18, 1960, that CARI; BRADEN
salid a representative of the subject would be in Washington, D. C.,
for the meeting of the Volunteer (ivil Rights Commission on
January 31, 1S60.
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RE: CARL.BRADEN .

Mrs. ALBERTA AHEARN, 2311 Payne Street, ILouisville, -
Kentucky, a self-admitted former member of the CP,
 Louisville, in testifying on December 11 and 13, 1954,
in Jefferson County, Kentucky, Criminal Court, in a
state sedition prosecution against CARL BRADEN, identified
CARL BRADEN and his wife, ANNE BRADEN, as having been
known to her as members of the CP Louisville, from
January, 1951, to shortly prior to the time of her
testimony. i

The Courier-Journal, Louisville, Fenbtucky, a
nevwspaper of general circulation, on February 3, 1959,
reported that CARL BRADEN had been sentenced to one
. Yyear in prison on a charge of contempt of Congress on ‘ .
- Pebruary 2, 1959, in Atlanta, Georgia. The story noted : .
that he had been convicted under this charge on January .
21, 1959, and that the charge arose from his refusal to
ansver questions before the House Committee on Un-~American
Activities (HCUA).

The Louisville Times, Louisville, Kentucky, a
newspaper of general circulation, on February 27, 5
1961, reported that the United States Supreme Court
had, on that date, affirmed the contempt of Congress
conviction of BRADEN. ‘

The Couriler-Journal, on May 2, 1961, reported -
that CARL BRADEN had surrendered to the United States ]
Mershal at Atlanta, Georgia, on May 1, 1961, to begin )
serving a one-year prison sentence for contempt of {
congress,

ﬂ . i
The Courier-Journal, ILouisville, Kentucky, on >

- February 2, 1902, reported that CARL BRADEN had been %
released from the Federal Prison Camp at Allenwood, E

g

&

Pennsylvania, on PFebruary 1, 1962, BRADEN indicated
that he would return to his home, Louisville, Kentucky.

The December, 1961, issue of the Southern Patriot
which, according to its masthead, is published by the
Southern Conference Education Fund, Inc. (SCEF),
identvifies CARL BRADEN and his wife, ANNE BRADEN, as

- 14 -
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———fieTd secretaries and editors. The address of the L
editorial-offices of this publication is given as 4403
Virginia Avenue, Louisville 11, Kentucky, which is the
home address of the BRADENs,

Characterizations of the SCEF, Inc., and the Volunteer
“Civil Rights Commission are included in the appendix of this report.

AT T-27 on December 30, 1960, advised that the name of
the subject appeared on a list maintained by JAMES IMBRIE,
Lawrenceville, New Jersey, which IMBRIE indicated was a list of
individuals who had consented to the use of theilr names by the
YAd Hoc Committee" as a supporter of a petition to the 87th
Congress to eliminate the HCUA.

JAMES IMBRIE was identified by AT T-28 on November
18, 1960, as a member of the National Committee to
Abolish the Un-American Activities Committee (NCAUAC).

X A characterization of the NCAUAC is included in the
v appendix of this report.
On April 24, 1961, AT T-29 made available a petition for
cleméncy appeal in the case of CARL, BRADEN, The mailing address
was given as 584 Alfred Street, NW, Atlanta, Georgia.

On May 12, 1661, inquiry in the neighborhood of 584 Alfred
Street, NiJ, determined that Rev, WYATT TEE WALKER resided at that
address,

= An article appearing in the Atlanta Journal newspaper,
issue of April 30, 1961, identifies WAIKER as the newly-appointed
Executive Secretary of the SCLC, having offices in Atlanta, Georgia.
This article quoted Rev. WAIKER as advising that his activities with
thls appeal are as an individual and not as a SCLC official.

~ T-26 advised on May 2, 1961, that some people in .
Washington, D, C., area had received letters with the return address
of 584 Alfred Road, NW, Atlanta 18, Georgia. These letters enclosed
a petiticn for clemency addressed to the Honorable JOHN F. KENNEDY,
President of the United States., The petitions requested presidential
clemency for CARL BRADEN to "reaffirm the position of the Federal
Government supporting peaceful and orderly integration in the South."
The letters enclosing the petitions were signed by several persons,
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one of whgm was MARTIN LUTHER KING, Atlanta, Georgia, as well as
WYATT TEE WALKER, Atlanta.

| Atlanta Journal newspaper, issue of May 2, 1961, contained
| lan article captioned "King Sees McCarthyism in 2 U. S. Contempt

| Sentences," This article stated that subject said the one-year

Jall sentences given CARL BRADEN and FRANK WILKINSON are evidences

{ that "McCarthyism" is on the rise again. According to the article,
the subject stated he had no doubt they are being punished,
particularly Mr. BRADEN, for his integration activities. Subject

jwent on to say he was not upholding Communism in any way, but it
was felt the HUAC should not be used to thwart integration.

| - This article went on to state that BRADEN and WILKINSON
‘ iwould serve one-year jall sentences for contempt of Congress because
| they refused to tell the Committee in a 1958 Atlanta hearing whether
they have ever been Communists. ‘

The characterization of FRANK WILKINSON is included in
the characterization of NCAUAC, which is in the appendix of this
report.

| AT T-30 on May 2, 1961, advised that WILKINSON stated

\ recently he and BRADEN had arrived in Atlanta and attended a hugs

| banquet in their honor which was sponsored by the subject and Rev.
SHUTTLESHWORTH of Alabama,

‘AT T-31 advised on June 23, 1961, that a meeting of the
New York Council to Abolish the HUAC was held on June 12, 1961, at
T4 Pifth Avenue, New York City. It was announced at this meeting
that a national petition for executive clemency for - FRANK WILKINSON
and CARL BRADEN had been sent to 1,000 prominent people. T-31
stated that subject was one of those who had already signed the
petition.

IV. SUPPORT OF RELEASE OF MORTON SOBELL

AT T-32 stated on September 22, 1960, that the subject was
a8 supporter of the Washington appeal for MORTON SOBELL's release
during the traditional Christmas amnesty period. T-32 said the
ggpeal was conducted by the Committee to Secure Justice for MORTON

BELL, :

- 16 -

HW 55280 DocId:32989672 Page 105 e

 TERRARTOIER tr

am




e

AT . 100-5586

»

MORTON SOBELL was convicted on April 5, 1951, in
United States District Court, Southern District of New
York, for violation of the Espionage CoOnspiracy Statute
and was sentenced to thirty years imprisonment.

\ . The characterization of the Committee to Secure Justice
for MORTON SOBELL is included in the appendix of this report.

The Worker, issue of November 27, 1960, carried an article
entitled w1200 Clerics Urge Ike Free Sobell." The article listed
the subject as one of those sponsoring an appeal to the President
to urge a new trial for MORTON SORELIL or grant him clemency by
commutation of sentence.

V. ORGANIZATTONAL ACTIVITIES

AT T-33 advised on May 16, 1960, that the May meeting of
the Women for legislative Action, Loulisiana Chapter, was held on
May 11, 1960, T-33 said that the Ninth Annual Awards for Outstanding
Community Service were given and that an award was given to the
subject., The subject was not present and it was accepted for him
by a Rev. MAURICE DAWKINS. DAWKINS brought a personal message from
the subject which was on tape and it was played back for the benefit
of the meeting.

Characterization of Women for Legislative Action is

- vinecluded in the appendix of this report.

AT T-34 advised in June, 1950, that the "Committee to
Defend MARTIN LUTHER KING," "The Struggle for Freedom in the South;"
and "Southern Christian Leadershlp Conference Student Defense Fund"
2ll in a combined appeal, solicited funds from the Czechoslovakian
Ambassador, the Romanian Legation, and the Russian Embassy, all
Washington, D. C. All three offices were asked to make their checks:
payable to NAT KING COLE, Treasurer. T-34 said that the subject was
listed on the letterhead of the request as President of SCLC.
According to T-34, these organizations in their appeal asked for
financial assistance for the defense of those who are daily risking
their carcers and facing jail terms and death in their struogle to
make the United States truly democratic.
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. AT T-35 advised on January 20, 1961, that a meeting of
the Womens Peace and Unity Club was held at the YMCA, 19 South
ILaSalle Street, Chicago, Illinois, on January 3, 1961. T-35 stated
that correspondence was read at this meeting. One of the items was
a letter from the subject asking for donationg. -T-35 said it was

‘Gecided that the Womens Peace and Unity Club would send $5 to Rev.

RALPH ABERNATHY of Montgomery for the subject.

A characterization of the Womens Peace and Unity Club is
included in the appendix of this report,

On February 20, 1961, T-24 advised that the Negro
American Iabor Council (NALC) held a meeting called the Workshop and
Institute on Race Bias in Trade Unions, Industry and Government at
the Metropolitan Baptist Church, Washington, D. C., on February 17
and 18, 1961, T-24 said that A, PHILIP RANDOLPH is President of
the NALC. Informant stated that speeches were made by ADAM CLAYTON
POWELL and the subject. During one of the sessions, LLOYD BROWN
suggested to PHILIP RANDOLPH that a moment of prayer be had for
PATRICE LUMUMBA, once leader of a (Congolese faction. T-2U said that
RANDOLPH, before accepting the resolution, asked the subject if this
would be appropriate and received an affirmative reply.

AT T-36 stated on February 20, 1961, that a regular meeting
of the NALC was held February 17 and 18, 1961, in Washington, D. C.
Among the regular members of the New York Council of NALC who
attended the meeting was that group which was known to include the
CP members engaged in mass organizing work within NALC. One of
these according to T-36 is LLOYD BROWN.

A characterization of NALC is included in the appendix
of this report. '

Atlanta Journal newspaper of February 23, 1961, carried
an article entitled "Highlanders and Dr. King Join Forces." This
article stated that the Atlanta SCILC, headed by the Rev. MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR., and Tennessee controversial Highlander Folk
School have joined forces to train Negro leaders for the southern
clivil rights struggle. The article said that the Highlander Polk
School located in Tennessee Cumberland Mountains had been involved
in the past in several political controversies. It had been
staunchly defended by Mrs. FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, among others, but
in 1960 a Tennessee State Court revoked its charter after a
legislative Investigation charged that Communists had lectured there,
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A cﬁaracteriza%ion of the Highlander Folk School is
included in the appendix of this report.

On January 12, ;961, AT 7-37 advised that BLANCHE MONTINE

of 1222 Oakridge Drive, South Bend, Indiana, received in an
envelope postmarked December 29, ¢960 New York 1, New York, bearing
the return address of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 407 Avburn Avenue, -
NE, Atlanta, Georgila, a.printed letter dated October 20, 1960, This
letter indicated that the subject was in the Fulton County Jail in’
Atlanta and asked for contributions for KING's legal defense, The.
addressograph imprint on the envelope, according to T-37, appeared
fo have been made with the same plate as that used to address the
copies of "National Guardian” which MONTINE received on a weekly
basis.

. A characterization of the "National Guardian" is included
in the appendix of this report. :

AT T-38 advised on Januvary 4, 1962, that a letter "From
the Study of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 407 Auburn Avenue, NE,
Atlanta, Georgia' was dated November 11, 1961, and signed MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR., President of The SCLC, and was an appeal for funds
for subgect who was in jail in Atlanta. T-38 stated that apparentiy
the letter was addressed on the addressograph of the "National
Guardian" and sent to persons on its mailing list.

VI. SUPPORT OF MAE MALIORY DEFENSE

AT T-39 advised on December 1, 1961, that a meeting was
held of the Buffalo Branch of the wOrkers World Party in Buffalo,
New York on November 24, 1961. T-39 stated that at this meeting
MILT NEIDENBERG said that the subject was going to appear in
Cleveland, Ohio, for the benefit of MAE MALLORY, but did not know
whether the subject's appearance would be beneficial.

On August 31, 1961, two ©true bills of indict-
ment were returned agalnst WILLIE MAE MALIORY
(also commonly referred to as MAE MALLORY) by a
Grand Jury in Superior Court, Union County,
Monroe, North Carolina, charging MALLORY with two
counts of kidnaping Mr. G. BRUCE STEGALL and his
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" wife, MABEL STEGALL, on Sundey night, August 27,
1961, The kidnaping allegedly grew out of a race .-
riot following picketing of the Union County Court
House, Monroe, North Parollna, from August 21 - 27,

. 1961, by "Freedom Riders® and followers of ROBERT-
FRANKLIN WILLIAMS. On August 31, 1961, an authorized
complaint was filed and warrant issued by United
States Commissioner, Charlotte, North Carolina,
charging MALLORY with Unlawful Flight to Avoid Pros-
ecution for the crime of kidnaping, in violation of
Title 18, United States (Code, Section 1073. On
October 12, 1961, Special Agents of the FBI apprehended

" MALLORY in Cleveland, Chio.

AT T-39 has advised that ROBERT FRANKLIN WILLIAMS,
also commonly referred to as ROB WILLIAMS, for the past
several years had been a controversial figuvre, par-
ticularly in connection with racizal matters taking
place in the vicinity of Monroe, North Carolina, his
home. During 1960, WILLIAMS visited Cuba at the
invitation of the Cuban Government and subsequent
to this visit, travelled extensively through the
United States praising FIDEL CASTRO and the present
Cuban Government. WILLIAMS was President of the NAACP,
Union County, Monroe, North Carolina, but some time
ago was suspended by the NAACP for advocating violence
in comnection with the racial issue. According to T-39,
WILLIAMS during the summer of 1961 was engaged in :
purchasing a quantity of arms and ammunition and had
advccated violence in obtaining racial equality,
particularly in Monroe, North Carolina.

On August 28, 1961, two true bills of indictment
were returned against fugitive ROBERT WILLIAMS by a
Grand Jury in the Superior Court, Union County,
Monroe, North Carolina, charging WILLIAMS with two
counts of kidnaping Mr. ¢. BRUCE STEGALL and his
wife, MABEL STEGALL, on Sunday night, August 27,
1961. The kidnaping incident followed a racial
disturbance at Monroe, North Carolina, the afternoon
of August 27, 1661. On August 28, 1961, an authorized
complaint was filed before United States Commissioner,
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-u»eharIbtte, North Carollna, charging WILLIAMS with
violation of Title 18, Section 1073, United States Code,
in-Rat WILLIAMS fled the State of North Carolina %o

avoid prosecution for the crime of kidnaping.

On October 6, 1961, AT T-40 advised that ROBERT
FRANKLIN WILLIAMS had f£led from the United States and
was at that time in- Havana, Cuba.

- T-39 advised on January 22, 1962, that MILT._ ~
XNEIDENBERG at the Buffalo Branch of the Workers World
‘Party (WWP) continued to serve—on- the National | }
Commnittee of the WWP. ‘ _ T, e
. A characterization of the WWP and its Buffalo Branch,
as well as the Committee to Aid the Monroe Defendants, are included
in the appendix of this report.

T-39 advised on December 8, 1961, that a meeting of the

Buff 1o Branch of the WWP was held on December 1, 1961. T-39 said
th%gﬁat this meeting VERA SPRUILL reported on a trip to Cleveland
by Jlocal comrades the previous weekend. She stated that she and

MAE, MALLORY talked to the subject outside the Cleveland church

—  where the subject had given a talk. SPRUILL said the subject had
gone on record in.favor of MALLORY and had signed one of the
petitions being circulated in MALLORY's behalf.

T-39 has advised that VERA SPRUILL since
. approximately the summer of 1958 had been active
in the affairs of the Buffalo Branch of the e
_ ' _Socialist Workers Party (SWP). v

The SWP has been designated by the Attorney
General of the United States pursuant to Executive
Order 10450.

Following the split on the part of the Buffalo
Branch SWP (BB SWP) from the National SWP during
February, 1959, the local branch became known as the
.BB WWP. Since PFebruary, 1059, VERA SPRUILL has con-
tinued her activity in behalf of the BB WWP.
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VIT:~ INFORMATION. REGARDING SUBJECT'S FATHER
P '
AT T-41 advised on August 13, 1941, that VERNA SCOTT, .

wife of HARDY LEE SCOTT, stated that Rev. M. L. KING of the Ebenezer
Baptist Church on AUburn Avenue was a member of the CP.

~ T-41 said in April, 1942, that VERNA SCOTT sald that HARDY
LEE SCOTT called on Rev. M, L. KING frequently. T-41, who knew most
of the Negroes in the CP in Atlanta during the early 10U4O's, said
that to his knowledge MARTIN LUTHER KING, SR., was not a member of
the CP but it was his belief that KING, Sr., would cooperate with
the CP for the betterment of the Negro race.

L -4l further advised that there were no activities of
MARTIN LUTHER KING, SR.. known to him which would verify the
information furnished by VERNA SCOTT that subject's father was a

- membexr of the CP.

T-41 described HARDY LEE SCOTT as the former
Georgia State Secretary of the CP USA.

T-41 in April, 1942, also advised that LOUIS BURNHAM,
Secretary of the Southern Negro Youth Congress, Birmingham, Alabama,
sald that M, L, KING, pastor of the Ebenezer Baptist Church in
Atlanta, was sympathetic to the SNYC and would contribute money
to this organization.

The Southern Negro Youth Congress has- been
designated by the United States Attorney General
pursuant to Executive Order 10450,

VIII. INFORMATION FROM SOURCES AWARE OF RACIAL AND SECURITY
ACTIVITIES IN ATLANTA AREA

AT T-42 on April 5, 1962, said that he knew and has worked
with the subject and WYATT WALKER, Executive Director of the SCLC.
T-42 said that he was aware that both the subject and WALKER signed
petitions for clemency for CARL BRADEN and also supported amnesty
for MORTON SOBELL. T-42 said that the SCLC organization seems to be
very close to the SCEF, which is the remnant of the SCHY, publicly
clted as a communist front by a Congressional Committee., T-42
stated that it is his opinion that WALKER is the one responsible
for pushing SCLC closer to SCEF. '
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. "T-U42 also stated that CARL BRADEN and his wife, ANNE,
seemed to be very close to the SCLC organization and their work.

T-U42 stated that he has no further information regarding
the subject which may relate to security matters,

On April 5, 1962, AT T-43 advised that he knew of the
subject's signing the petitions for clemency for CARL BRADEN and
amnesty for MORTON SOBELL. T-43 stated that he knew of no other
Anformation regarding the subject or his organization which would
be considered a security matter.

Five other sources of information familiar with the

racial and security matters in the Atlanta area advised that they
knew of no information regarding the subject of a security nature.

IX. CREDIT AND CRIMINAL

Records of the Atlanta Credit Bureau as reviewed on April
3, 1962, reflect that the subject and his wife had a file established
September 3, 1952. His address since February, 1660, was listed as
563 Johnson Avenue, NE, Atlanta, Georgia. Employment was listed as
Ebenezer Baptist Church, 407 Auburn Avenue, NE, Atlanta, as
assistant pastor since February, 1960. Former addresses were
reflected as 454 Dexter Avenue, Montgomery, Alabama; 209 South
Jackson Street, Montgomery, Alabama; 193 Boulevard, NE, Atlanta,
Georgla, This record sShows subject's credit rating to be
satisfactory and to contain no unfavorable information.

Records of the Atlanta Police Department Identification
Bureau as reviewed on April 3, 1962, indicate the following
regarding the subject: :

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., Atlanta Police Department Number 198979,
FBI Number 169 213 C.

CONTRIBUTOR DATE CHARGE DISPOSITION
PD, Montgomery, 1-26-56 Speeding $10 & costs
Ala. #0161  {appealed)
S0, Montgomery, 2/22/56 Vio. T. 14 -
Ala. #7089 Sec. 54, 1940

Code of Ala.

: : - 23 -
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CONTRIBUTOR DATE CHARGE DISPOSITION

SO0, Montgomery, 2/29/60 Perjury .

Ala. #10281 . :

PD, Atlanta, .Ga-10/19/60 Vio. Art. 497 10/19/60 B.O.
' L Ga. Law of 1860 Fulton Co.

misdr. refused to
leave premises.

Atlanta Constitution newspaper issue of July 19, 196Q,
carried-an article entitied "King Case Dropped By Alabama," This
article stated the subject was cleared of perjury in the filing of
his Alabama income tax. Two indictments had charged the suogect
with peraurlng himself by understating his 1956 and 1958 ecarnings
By some $27,000. The article related that the subject paid his

- :disputed tax before a grand jury indicted him in February, 1960.

The following description was obtained from Atlanta Police
Department records as of Ocbtober 19, 1960:

Race Negro

Sex Male

Born January 15, 1929

Height 517

WYeight 165

Hair Black

Eyes : Maroon

Complexion Dark brown

Wife : CORETTA KING, 563 Johnson Avenue,
NE.

Parents MARTIN and ALBERTA, 1366 Dale
Creek Road, NW.

Brother ) A, D, KING, 501 Auburn Avenue, NE.

Employed Ebenezer Baptist Church.

Occupation Minister.

-~ 2l -
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\__,// P APPENDIX "7

ayw/

~" COMMITTEE TO AID THE MONROE DEFENDANTS (CAMD)

A source advised on October 30, 1961, that the CAMD was
formed during September, 1961, by the Socialist Workers Party
(SWP) in New York City. The SWP originally proposed the formation
of this committee during discussions with various left wing and
liberal tendencies and offered a sum of money to initiate activities,

Source stated that the SWP, however, was unsuccessful in
forming a committee of various tendencies and proceeded to organize

the CAMD and promote its activities under the domination and control -

iof the SUP.

- The aims of the CAMD according to the source are to afford
) finan01a1 support and counsel for ROBERT F., WILLIAMS and four other
defendants who were involved in a racial incident on August 27,
1961, at Monroe, North Carolina., The SWP hopes to dramatize this
incident nationally and internationally through the CAMD and thus
attract individuals to the SWP's aims and principles by playing a
leading role in the integration struggle.

The headquarters of CAMD is located in Suite 1117, 141
Broadway, New York, New York,

The SWP has been d931gnated by the Attorney General of the
United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450,

- 25 -
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- ’  »  APPENDIX
COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE FOR MORTON SOBELL

"Following the execution of atomic spies ETHEL and JULIUS
ROSENBERG in June,-1953, the 'Communist campaign.assumed a different
emphasis. 1Its major effort centered upon MORTON SOBELL,'! the ~
ROSENBERGs' codefendant. The National- Committee %o Secure Justice -
in the Rosenberg Case - a Communist front whiech had been conducting
the campaign in the United States - was reconstituted as the National
Rosenberg-Sobell Committee at a conference in Chicago in October,
1953, and 'then as the National Committee to Secure Justice for
Morton Sobell in the Rosenberg Case'....”

("Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications"
dated January 2, 1957, issued by the HCUA, page 60.)

In September, 1954, the name "National Committee to Secure
Justice for Morton Sobell” appeared on literature issued by the
Committee. In March, 1955, the current name, "Committee to Séecure
Justice for Morton Sobell," first appeared on literature issued by
the Committee.

The-1960-1961 Borough of Manhattan telephone directory
lists the "Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell” as being
located at 940 Broadway, New York, New York.

- 26 -
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* - APPENDIX |
HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL

An Atlanta Journal newspaper article appeared December 15,
1957, entitled "Highlander Director Says School Not Communist, But
In Same Field'. The article reported the Highlander Folk School was
established in September, 1932, by MYLES HORTON, Director, and
DONAID I, UEST, a Georgian with a long record of affiliations with
communist front groups. HORTON denied that he or the school had
ever had any connection with the Communists.

The article stated that Highlander hit the headlines two
months ago when the Georgia Commission on Education published a
" four-page newspaper-size report charging that the institution is a
"Communist Training School.® The commission,set up by the Georgia
Legislature to help preserve segregation, charged that Highlander's
race-mixing plans are part of a communist scheme to create strife,
As proof, the commission reported that a number of persons who had
been connected with Highlander also had been connected with
organizations labeled as communist fronts by The HCUA.

- 27 -
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T 7 .
’jé;ﬂwfw/” MUHAMMAD SPEAKS NEWSPAPER
-The April, 1962, issue of Muhammad Speaks shows this
newspaper is located at 5335 South Greenwood Avenue, Chicago 15,
T1linois. , y : B .

On the last page of the April, 1962, issue 1s the
following statement:

“mhe most talked about leader ever to arise in the so-
called Negro community is Messenger Elijah Muhammad....hls goals,
aims and program are plainly outlined in the newspaper 'Muhammad
"Speaks,! as well as news of the black man of Africa, Asla and
America that can't be found in any other publication.”

- 28 -
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> . APPENDIX

NATIONAL COMMITTEE TO ABOLISH
THE UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE

, On May 3:; 1961, a confidential source advised that the
National Committee to Abclish the Un-American Activities Committee
was organized in August, 1950, at Los Angeles, California, to
stimulate new and utilize gll efforts of interested individuals and
crganizations in a national campaign to promote public education
leading to political action to abolish the House Committee on Un-
American Activities (HCUA). The National Committee to Abolish
the Un-Americen Activitiles Committee will not duplicate the work
of other Civil Liberties organizations, which include the abolition
of the HCUA as a part of their program, but will encourage the
coordination and consolidation of .all their efforts for abolition,
and will promote new efforts in those Congressional Districts where
education and political action for abolition have not been initiated.

FRANK WILKINSON is the Field Representative of the
National Committee to Abolish the Un-American Activities Committee,
According to the source, WILKINSON periodically confers with
DOROTHY HEAILEY, Chairman, Southern California District Communist
Party, and is in close touch with other leading communist
functionaries in the Los Angeles area,

Another source on September 17, 1952, advised that FRANK
WILKINSON was a Communist Party member as of September, 1952.

- 29 -
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APPENDIX

"NATIONAL GUARDIAN";
WEEKLY GUARDIAN ASSOCIATES, INCORPORATED

The 1949 report of the California Commlttee on Un-American
Activities cited the “National Guardian” as a publication, launched
in New York in 1948 aiming at national. circulation, which it found
to be from its inception notoriously Stalinist in its staff, writers,
management and content. (1949 report of the California Senate Fact
Finding Committee on Un-American Activities, page 394.)

The masthead of the "National Guardian,” issue of May 14,

1956 reflects that it is published weekly by Weekly Guardian
Associlates, Incorporated, 197 East 4th Street, New York City.

- 30 =
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P / NEGRO AMERICAN LABOR COUNCIL (NALC)

A source-of information advised on Janwary 20, 1960, that
BERT UASHINGTON, the Ohio CP Organizer for the Negro cadre considered
the NALC to be an important movement which the CP desired to
infiltra

te or influence, notwithstanding the anti-communist position
taken by the national leadership of NALC.

-31 -
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APPENDIX
SOUTHERN CONFERENCE EDUCATIONAL FUND, INC.

The Southern Patriot, a monthly publication, shows that
it is)published by the Southern Conference Educational Fund, Inc,
(SCEF). :

The Southern Patriot was cited as an "opgan® of the
Southern Conference for numan delfare (SCHW) by the Committee on
Un-American Activities, -House Report 592, on the SCHW, June 12, 1947,

- -The SCHW was cifed as a communist front by the Committee
on Un-American Activities, House Report 592, June 16, 1947,

An amendment to the chartér of the SCHW changed the name
of .that organization to the SCEF, and listed its purpose as being
to improve the educational and cultural standards of the Southern
people in accordance with the highest American democratic institu-
tions, traditions, and ideals. The amendment was dated April 26,

1946.

4

A source, who is familiar with some phases of Communist
Party (CP) activity in the New Orleans area, advised on May 22, 1959,
that during the time the SCHY was in existence, CP members were
members of and worked actively in the SCHW. However, since the
formation of the SCEF, rank and file CP members have not been
encouraged to work in_ the SCEF. The source stated that the SCEF is
a progressive, liberal organization, which he considers a CP front
organization because it has gone along with the CP on certain
issues, particularly on the racial question, and through the years,
certain CP members in the New Orleans area have been assigned to
work in the organization to fuwrther CP principles.

. On May 22, 1959, the source advised that in the past he
has considered JAMES DOMBROWSKI, the Executive Director of the SCEFR,
to be a Communist, if not an actual Communist Party member, because
he followed communist principles.

The source also advised on May 22, 1959, that many people

who are officials and members of the SCEF, while liberal in their
views, are by no means communists.

- 32 -
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* - APPENDIX

VOLUNTEER CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION

=

: A source reported on February 8, 1960,- that the Volunteer
Civil Rights Commission was held at the Asbury Methodist Church,
1lth and X Streets, Northwest, Washington, D. C., on January 31,
1960, and that CARL BRADEN, Field Secretary of the SCEF, was the
principal organizer of this Commission. The source added that the
SCEF was one of the sponsoring organizations of the Commission.

- 33 -
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® - APPENDIX
WOMEN FOR _LEGISLATIVE ACTION

A source“ advised on %ay 7, 1959, that the Women for
Legislatﬂve Action was formed in 1952, claiming to be an independent
organization dedicated to non-partisah participation in legislative
and civic activities. Its position in favoring or opposing
legislation usually parallels the position of the Communist party
and related groups. It is currently supporting legislation to
abolish the House Committee on Un-American Activities. Membership
in the Women for Legislative Action does not, of itself, connote
membership in or sympathy with the Communist party.

- 34 -
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WOMEN'S PEACE AND UNITY CLUB, formerly
known as the Chicago Women for Peace

The "aims and purposes of the Chicago Women for Peace (cwp),
as set forth in its self-identified publication, "Chicago Acts for
Peace" (CAP), May; 1951, issue, describes thls organization as a

"service center for women working for peace." This publication
described the Chicago Women for Peace as being affiliated with
the American Women for Peace and as co-operating with the American
Peace Crusade.

: The January, 1954, issue of "CAP" amnounced the dissolution
of the American Women for Peace and the affiliation of the Chicago
Women for Peace with the American Peace Crusade Councll in Chilcago.

A source advised in November, 1956, that the CWP remained
affiliated with the American Peace Crusade, Chicago, until that
organization dissolved in September, 1955, The CWP continued with
no national affiliation until September, 1956 when a "re-organization
and name change took place”, and it became known as the "Women S
Peace and Unity Club" (WPUC) The reason given for this "re-
organization and name change" by DOROTHY HAYES, Secretary of the
organization, was that the CWP had been formed to end the Korean War
and since that war was over and there was a "measure of peace in the
world", women's interests were more centered on such issues as e¢ivil
rights, desegregated and better schools, juvenile delinguency, egqual
opportunities for women, housing, and cost of living. Source
advised that the only actual "re-organization” of the CUP was the
change of its name to "Women's Peace and Unity Club",

Another source advised in October, 1956, that the CP,
Illinois~-Indiana District, had ordered the dissolution of the CWP
because it no longer served the purpose of the Party, since it was -

a "Left-wing" peace group. Though the CWP refused to dissolve and
chose to continue in the form of the "Women's Peace and Unity Club,"
it continues to be a "Communist front organization" whose policies
and activities are directed by DOROTHY HAYES, a known CP member.

The previous source advised on May 7, 1959, that the
WPUC continues to operate in the Chicago area as a peace organization
under the same leadership and with the same objectives., :

The American Women for Peace and the American Peace
Crusade have all been designated by the Attorney General of the
United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. - ..

.
B NI, LU et ramarns

Yo ary

PASICH IR




. HW¥ 55280 DoclId;:32989672 Page 125

. ET" 100-5586 . i T

APPENDIX ‘
" * WORKERS WORLD PARTY

" On April 17, 1959, a source advised that on
February 12, 1959, a Secialist Workers Party (SWP) minority
group, under the leadership of national committee member
23% Ballan, known in the SWP as Sam Marcy, splift from the

The somxrce stated that this minority_group reforred
té as the Marcyites, after many years of preogram and policy
gdifferences on varied issues concerning btactics and inter-
pretation of political events, split from the SWP on the
grounds that the Party was llouldatlng itself by departing
from the Marxist precepts of Leon Trotsky and retreating
from the fight for the world sccialist revolution. The
final issue which ultimately forced the split was the minority's
opposition to the SWP regroupment policy which involved
cooperation with the Communist Party (CP) periphery -
‘individuals characterized by the minority as petty-bourgeois.

The minority program, according to the source,
advocates the unconditional defense of the Soviet Union
and has as its goal the building of a revolutionary party
with a complete proletarian orientation for the purpose
gﬁ overthrowing capitalism in the United States and throughout
e world,

On May 12, 1960, the source advised that this
minority group had chosen the name Workers World Party with
ggadquaifers located at 46 West 21st Street, New York,

ew Yor

The SWP and the CP have been designated by the
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive
Order 10450.
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BUFFALO BRANCH - WORKERS WORLD PARTY

Sources advised in ¥ay, 1961, that the- currently active
Buffalo Branch of the Workers World Party (WWP), originally
established in Buffalo, New York, during May, 1959, is currently
part of the National WWP, which maintains headquarters in New York
City, and the Buffalo Branch follows the aims and principles of the
National Organization.

L,HH 55280 DocId:329839672 Page 126




‘a

In Reply, Please Refer to
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF IﬁSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

. o M
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Atlanta, Georgia
April 25, 1962

Title MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

Character SECURITY MATTERS -~ C

Reference Report of Special Agent Robert
R. Nichcls at Atlanta, dated and
captioned as above.

A1l sources (except any listed below) used in referenced
communication have furnished reliable information in the past.

AT T—El has furnished both reliable and unreliable information

in the past.

Ay At TR, At i = e e

This document contains neither recommendations nor

conclusions of the FBI.
loaned to your agency;
outside your agency.
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Director, FBI %ggg\ |

1 - Mr,. Rampton
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COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE SR S A
~JSOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE o oS
- INTERNAL SECURITY - C A o

] \ *

:\ _‘

| ReNYlet, 7/16/62, captioned "Mart1n Lnther
King, Security Matter - C,

; { ' \ \; \
Relet requests Bureau to advise Mobile '
whether a cominfil 1nvestzﬁgt1on should be instituted
of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, (SCLC) -
and the basis for the investigation, For the /° =,
- information of Mobile, Atlanta and New'York have been _
- requested by separate ’letter to review: .available - £
inrormation to determine whether such an investigation RN
should be conducted., Upon receipt of the observations N
of these offices and the recommendations of the - | RN
Atlanta Office, the Bureau will determine whether A
atithority should be granted for a cominfil investigatmn° Com
In the event an investigation is approved N A
Atlanta Office should furnish the iobile 6ffice Poeeeo 0 ’
appropriate infermation in the event leads are @ Iy RSN
indicated for Mobile to cover, fooby Y

! Ao

'

~,

-, (

For the information of all offices the Bureau . \ Gt
has opened a separate file under instant caption for -

the purpose of receiving information concern1ng«any ;ff 2‘

comminist infiltration of the SCLC §' . iéfl !

", 3‘.:-' ) " . NE

2 - Atlanta : | AL tf :
1 = New York S a e (\i
. ) . .

tor dissemd= -

his document s pre ared in response to your request and is not for N
satwn outside 'yogr Z()}’ommmtee Its uce is limited to official pr oceedmgs by A
your Committee and the content may nut be disclosed to unauthorued person~ . n
nel wihoul TR sxess_approval of the FBI .
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- SAC, Atlanta «5 N ~ July 20, 1962
\ ‘\p S .

W c)

Director, FBI v RO 2V

PN

) .
(100- new) & Ay 1 - Mr. Kitchens

LQMNIST INFILTRATION OF THE 1 Mr, Harrington

Rampt
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CO:FERENCE o TP o
INTERJAL SECURITY - C - Freobll
(60: ATLANTA) AL TNFORMATION CONTAL

A HERZIN IS UNCLASSIF >
\ ) ‘ ammzZZ/ZOO msm‘ NZ&Z@' g
' Prior correspondence received from Atlanta and
Hew York indicates Stanley David Levison, a- secret member of
the Communist Party (CP), and Hunter Pitts 0'Dell, who has-

had prior connections Wlth CP, are influential with Martin

tuther King, Jr., head of the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference (SCLC). :

~
RN
(’/ Cong/Tecr V<5 4/"

-

. '4{4""""

e r] -
ot ol

/:: '“/
@2,

. < <. 7 .

it is noted O'Dell is employed by SCLC and is in
charge of the Hew York office of this organization. Early
this year the .New York Office furnished information the
Kew 'York Friends of the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference {J¥F, SCLC) had been ‘orgahized by CP members;
however, this organization ceased activity on 2-22+62 4f
the matter was closed subject to reopening and’ reporting in
the event additional information was developed concerning its
continued existence. This latter organization vas organized to
give some financial support to the SCLC, : 7

Atlanta arnd New York are instructed to review files,
contact sources ard determine whether the CP is exerting any
influence on the SCLC through Levison &xd 0'Dell or others
and/or whether the Party is making any attempts to infiltrate
this organization., The Bureau should be furnlshed a comprehensive
summary “of the information available to each obﬁ e concerning all

7/

S & =T
e '?1—-

UNRECCRDED COTY FILEDIN /.

~
1 - Atlanta (100- 5718)(sc;'_c RM) Eé‘ "éﬁjr
3 - Hew York (1 - 100~ 147332)(HYP, SCL
1 - 10C- 437326 Ny, SCLC)
1 - 1‘66“%%%’7‘9? (SCLC RM) L M i :li ‘g
RIR: let (] 2) /57-' s SEE NOTE ON YELLOW PAGE-'EW ?} ' )
Y a
Uivan s, c.'} ! \, o your request and is not for dissemi-
« %gé%t%:m fout zn ysbl omnggeze"sp%s% 2 J““zmmégd to official proceedings by /":,‘
your Gommiitiee-and tl 2,.Go%gent . nutrDe, d@dasgd to unauthorized person-~ [/,( R
MAIL HstM owbLEheeotTd aﬁi@f"”&){ﬂ f’h‘?% SR ES }

DocId: 32989672 Page 129




.
l' ‘
A

~ - »

Letter to Atlanta
RE: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE
SGUTHERN CERISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENRCE

< . -
4 .

individuals connected with the CP who are influentisl in or
- have a position in the SCLC., Sources who have previously

furnished information concerning the influence of Levison and
0'Dell on King and "King's group" should be recontacted, where
appropriéte, to pin down whether such influence is exerted on
King, the SCiC or the individuals working with King on the
integrationist movement. The extent and place of this in-

. fluence should be clearly shown for purposes of eveluating
vwhether a comminist infiltration investigation should be
conducted on the SCILC, :

’

New York should fupnish the Bureau and ‘Atlanta its
observations and analysis of the information it has developed
to assist Atlanta in meking its recommendations. &Atlanta,
upon receipt of New York's vreply, should furnish the Bureau
the results of its review and its recommendations as to whether
a communist infiltration imvestigation is warranted in accordance
with the instructions contained in Section 87 E of the Ménual of
Instructions. No investigation of this nature should be con-
ducted, however, without Bureau authority. -

. _
The Bureau has opened a separate file on this matter
and correspondence relating to the communist infiltration of
SCLC should be directed to;this file rather thgp the Racial
Matters file (306-427679).1577- 632 y
3 -

NOTE OV YELLOW: ‘ . Yoo ‘ &

x

“Levison has been identified as Associate Director of
SCIC and a secret member of the CP. 0'Dell is being considered
for a position as administrative assistant to King amd is
employed by the SCIC, in charge of the New York office. O'Dell
has been identified as a CP member in the past and was elected
under a pseudonym to the National Committee of the CPUSA at the

~ (NOTE CONTINUED PAGE 3)
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Letter to Atlanta
RE: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE .
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

£-3

17th Nat{onal Convention of the CP in December, 1959,
i 1960,

* <

S5m0 2M AT ’ ’ .

In May,
NY 694-S{§reported that CP policy then was to concentrate.

on Martin Luther King and the CP felt it was to the Party's

advantageto assign outstanding Party members to.work with the

Martin Luther King group. As late as 11-21-61 the Atlanta Office

has advised no information has been developed on which to base

a security inquiry on SCLC. In view of the continued activity

of Levison and 0'Dell and the fact they exert influence on King -

it is deemed advisasble to again ask for a review of the appropriate

field office files to determine if any CP direction and infiltra-

tion of the SCLC has developed. -
v

s
e

\
|
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. | SAC, Savannah (105-New) b B

RED 128 Director, FBI (100-43879%) ~5

o

1 - Mr, Rampton

, SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
- . r~. INTERNAL SECURITY - C
.7 (00 = Atlanta)
\\ . )
ReSVlet 8-29~62 (no copies to Atlanta and New York),

COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE ¥
/’)},&.

For the information of Atlanta and New York, referenced
-letter suggested that, in view of the possibility that the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) may be using
Communist Party (CP) members or sympathizers as instructors
or as students at the Dorchester Community Center, MeIntosh,
Georgia, the Bureau may be interested in acquiring additional
information concerning this tr»eining school. Relet made reference
to Savannah letter to the Bureau 8-29-62 captioned "Hunter Pitts
0'Dell, aka, IS-C (00 ~ New York); and Hosea Herman Hudson, Sr.,
alta,, SM-C (00 - New York)." This letter indicates SCLC 18
using the Dorchester Community Center as a training school for
the training of Negroes in voting, matters and in methods of
demonstrating and that the demonstrators in Albany, Georgia,
vere all trained at this center. Review of referenced letter
and the letter concerning 0'Dell and Hudson does not disclose
any information indieating CP participation in the activities
at the Dorchester Community Center or participation on the part
of CP members, . , v

For the information-of Savannah, the New York and
Atlanta Offices have been inStructed to review available
information concerning CP interest : in capticdned organization
and to furnish the Bureau recommendations as to whether s
comnunist infiltration investigation of this organization is
warranted in accordance with the instructions contained in
Section 87E of the Manual of Instructions. No communist
infiltration investigation has been authorized as yet. The
New York Office has submitted its observations by letter dated
8~21~-62 and recommended a wommunist infiltration investigation
should be conducted, The Bureau has instructed Atlanta to
Tasn —furnish its recommendations and, upon receipt of this information,
Belmont —47e Bureau will render s decision concerning the recommendations.

Mohr — M=%

Callahan .
Conrad

Pelesch D = Atlanta (100-5718)

wioe 1 7 New York (100-14919%) | . MALEDZ2 {1

Rosen sy Ly ~E < & . rssemi- S
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Letter to Savannah
Ret Communist Inflltration of the

Southern Christian Leadership Conference
100-438794

1

In view of the foregoing, Savannah should furnish

- Atlanta and the Bureau the basis for its view that the
possibllity exists the SCLC may be using CP members or
sympathizers as instructors or as students at the Dorchester
Community Center, McIntosh, Georgia. In the event Bureau
authorization is glven Atlanta and pertinent offices To
conduct a communist infiltration investigation, the Atlanta
Office should advise Savannah and the Bureau whether this
investigation should involve the Dorchsster Community Center
at McIntosh, Georgia. It is pointed out these instructions
pertain only to acommunist infiltration investigation and do
not relate to any responsibilities pertinent offices might
have in connectlion with Racial Matters investigatlions. For
the information of Savannahy the Bureau maintsins a separate
file on the SCIC to receive information which relates to
Racial Matters (157-632),

~LAtlanta is requested to expedite its reply to
Bulet 8-29-62,

).
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OPTIONAL FORM ;iO. 10

 S010-104 .
* UNITED STATES GOWWRNMENT -

" Memorandum

-

p

-

TO : . DIRECTOR, FBI (100-438794) pAaTE:  8/21/62
;j?”?{bm : SAC, NEW YORK (100-149194)
‘;."}0 . T
/ (‘(/j SUBJECT: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE
- SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
IS-C

'\ (00: Atlanta)

ReBulet to Atlanta, 7,/20/62, which reguested
NY to furnish the Bureau and Atlanta with observations
and analysis of the extent of CP influence or infiltration
of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC).

Oon 3/10/61, ANDREW ANGIOLETTI, Chief Clerk,
Manufacturers Trust Company, 275 West 125th Street, NYC,
advised that there is an account maintained at this
branch by the SCLC, whose officers are listed as MARTIN
LUTHER KING, President; BAYARD RUSTIN, Secretary; and
STANLEY D, LEVISON, Assistant Treasurer.

G paact
' @g 5824—$_3°j on 8/6/57, advised that
TANIEY LEVISON and his brother, ROY
BENNETT, were active in CP financial 3
matters and business ventures which ) )
contribute to the CP. - V
‘,In‘go("‘!\ -+ . '
INY 694-@advised in October, 1961,
that ILEVISON continues to donate
money to the C;P » USA.
}

° %
During the period of Rebruary :9-15, |
1957,gg§“§§2E§§23advised t the 16th
National Convention, CP, USA, was held
in NYC on February 9-12, 1957, and that
- BAYARD RUSTIN attended some of the
convention sessions as a guest.

(2-Bureau (100-438794) (RM)
2-Atlanta (100-5718) (RM) / 1y A
1-New York (100-149194) o wevcrins P
EEG:eac : &% . 16 AUG 23 1862
(5) . | S e
Lo s s
, : : . NN
ol p )4 This document is prepared in response to your request qué z% SEortr dissems-
v . natton outside your Committee. Its use is limitoed to ;ﬁ%&@, (}& dings by:
< o e Yoy, Committee and the content may nut be dz’sclosed‘t\ whauthorized person~-

e nel without the express approval of the FBI .

4
Sl )
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\ﬂ£;fw1 .

BA 969-S}advised on 11/22/60 BA 134~ 13A-615)
that at a National Negro Commission meetlnn held on
11/19, 20/60, at CP Headquarters, 23 West 206th Street, '
NYC, TED BASSETT, a representative of "The Vorker"
stated that the CP is now in the process of placing
members of the Party in key positions in the SCLC.
BASSETT continued by saying that a Western Ccnference of the
Christian ILeadership is now being formed and a CP member
is the leader in this conference, .

Qe ettt . »A-da-f-( .

Eaij 69L4-S*! advised on 5/1/62, that on 4/30/62, ?baﬂmﬂ'bﬂfﬂ

ISADORE' WOFSY, CP, USA fund functionary, said that '12.
according to LEM HARRIS, he was told by STANLEY LEVISON"‘”S""‘
that the CP, USA had sent "ap experienced, professional, vRewM <
secrel organizer“ to New Orleans, who would assist the .um\.\ﬁe‘:“'
MARTIN LUTHER KING group there in its fight for political ofeV
equality of Negroes, LEVISON allegedly told HARRIS
that he persona 1y, and not the Party, was financing

() v — -
this organizer, 4 . - ’ L

y%ﬂw 27 Rt O : -
p"'V'694—S*sadv1>e on 5/2/52 that according to‘as—-i—**iﬁ
LEM HARRIS, the secret CP organizer, whom the CP, USA had_ . A
v’ sent to New Orleans, was JOSEDHUDSON. HARRTS said that e ’
HUDSON would be ssog&ated with Sn%m“AuﬁchULPIELD in :
Baton Rouge. ] e €W PTELLIC e 2V Be ShATO0
on 7/2/62, {ﬁp 1084-3{ advised that SERGEANT
CAULFIELD returned to Baton ROuge, Loulsiana, fyom Atlanta,
Georgia, on 5/31/62., Informant said that CAULFIELD stated
that he and JOSE HUDSON met HUNTER O'D@?L in Atlanta,
O'DELL hav1n9 flown there from NYC,
Taotw ant
NO 1084 S stated that CAULFIELD paid CP dues
to O'DELL for several CP members from Louisiana. O!'DELL
had come to Atlanta regarding organization of the MARTIN
LUTHER KING movement., O!'DELL thought that if an active
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MARTIN LUTHER KING movement could be organized in

Loul 31gna, the State Senatorial District where CAULFIELD
resides permanently (Lettsworth, Louisiana), CAULFIELD
might be furnished as much as $1,000,00 per month to
prcmote this movement. The funds are to come from the
MARTIN TLLUTHER XING movement and the object is to get
every eligible Negro to register to vote. CAULFIELD
reportedly met MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., while in Atlanta,
and discussed with him the voter registration matter in
Louisiana.

on 4/27/62, a pretext telephone call was made
to UN 6-2000, which is the NYC listing .for the Committee to
Pefend MARTIN LUTHER KING and also the listing for the
SCLC at 312 West 125th Street, NYC., The pretext used was
that of a person interested in contributing money to the
KING comsalttee, The person answering the phone during
th“ cenversation identificed himself as JACK O'DELL, and

urnished the following informatim:
/

His office is the Northern Branch of the SCLC.
The Committee to Defend MARTIN LUTHER KING, at 312 West
125th Street, was organized as an "ad hoc" committee to
assist in the KING cdefense, when he was the subject of
court action. When the reason for this comnmitteels
being in existence was removed, it was formally dissolved,
The same personalities them formed the Committee to Aid
the Southern Freedcm Struggle, which is now ope*ated at
312 West 125th Street. .

¥

O'DELL stated that it would make no difference
as to whether-a person contribubing money makes out checks
payable to the Committee to Defend MARTIN LUTHER KING, the
SCLC or the Committee to Aid the Southern Freedom Struggle,
because they are all one and the same,

- 3
w
3
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NY=100-149194 - faeTi0d - DELETED -5 PROTECT
TP . ceASITIVE POREKGN WTELLIGEVSS
{:jOH 6/1/61, ,CG 5824-5% advised that HUNTER PITTS DPE®ETEM.
O'DZELL, who was a secret member of the National Committee,
b,#’CP, USA, has quit the CP and is officially considered by
the CP as being out. However, there are no hard feelings
existing between O'DELL and the Party and he is sfill
on good terms with the CP and will work with them ;&
o, DTCTTT  come | i TRt e |\ >  Sesmeiee
EXTREME CAUTION MUST BE EXERCISED UITH RESPECT
TO DISSEMINATION OF THE INFORMATION HEREIN, SIHCE BY ITS
NATURE I7 TERNDS 70 IDENTIFY NY 094-3%, A VALUABLE INFORMANT,
AS THE SOURCE THEREOF. UNLESS THIS INFORMATION IS OBTAINED
FROIT A SOURCE OTHER THAMN, NY ,» LT SHOULD HOT BXZ
INCORPORATED, EVEN IN PARAPHRASED FORM, IN THE INVESTIGATIVE
(i

*Fﬂ?’ﬁTf?r*L”**—7?“‘?T”*73ﬁ55EFﬁ%‘if‘ﬁ&ﬂﬁﬁﬂ"?ﬂﬁ?ﬂ(vt“vmaﬂc&
SECTTION OF A REPORT .J Mﬁw Aol i
' | ST, e, e ————————. |
ii?On 7/23/62, NY 694-3% stated during a persoﬂal

contact with GUS HALL, General.Secretary of the CP, USA,
on that date, HALL advised that HUNTER PITTS O'DELL is
k‘d,/’”still representing the CP, USA and that he is still on
the National Committee of the CP, USA. HALL further
remarked that O'DELL is a "brain-trust" for LUTHER KING

: : Jiord P €D, o PROTECT STNSITVE
and is doing an excellent job. l?‘ﬂ N NTBLACEN L BOCAN TN,

: Current investigation in NYC reflects that O'DELL
is spending most of his time in the Atlanta area working
with the SCLC. He was last. reported in the NY area in
June, 1962. i .

{Mngwﬁ@w ? ) .
On 2/11/62,Eﬁ¥ lBOO*glmade available photographs
of material maintained in the orfice of* STANLEY LEVISON,

6 East 39th Street, NYC. Included in these photographs
werc the following:

1. Two checks, both dated 12/19/61, bearing
the printed name of the "Southern Christian Leadership
Conference", 312 West 125th Street, NY, NY. These checks

-l -
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. are numbered 397 and 399, one in the amount of $251,90
and one in the amount of $150.00, are marked payable
to J. O'DELL, and are signed by STANLEY D. LEVISON.

\2, copy "C" of a Withholding Tax form for

1961, in the name of JOHN HUNTER O'DELL, 312 West- 125th

Street, NY, NY, Social Security Number| Jrk rct 6 (3)

indicating that he was paid $3,050.00 in 19561 by the

SCLC, 312 West 125th Strect, NYC.

ELs vl
3575-Sgladvised on 6/20/62, that STANLEY

LEVISON stated that in a recent conversation with MARTIN

LUTHER KING, KING said he was thinking of getting another

administrative assistant. LEVISON stated that in the

past LEVISON had not considered it wise for O!'DELL.to

take on such a position, but he is the only one who could

do the job and should be considered for it., LEVISON stated

as long as O'DELL did not have the title of Executive

Director, thére would not be "as much lightening flashing

around him", O'DELL could be called a coordinator and

still fulfill all the duties of Executive Director. -
YR
ILEVISON stated, according{io NY 3575~§ﬁ3 that

KING liked LEVISON's suggestion with respect to O'DELL

taking this position, because KING felt that O'DELL

must face it sooner or later, stating "that no matter

what a man was, if he coulQ'stand up now and say he is

not connected, then as far as I am concerned, ht is eligible

to work for me". i : :

1nko e anh o o
(wy 2783-3{ advised on 7/11/61, {iy 134-L268a-378),
that HAZEL GRAY is working again at the SCLC, 312 West 125th
Street, NYC,

’\n‘co(\v\w-
on 7/8/61, [ 1212-5] stated that it
had come to his attention that CLAUDE
LIGHTROOT had mentioned that he wanted

-5 =
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to use HAZEL GRAY and her husband,
- JOHN GRAY, in the Kings County CP
organization. The inrormant stated
- that LIGHTFOOT highly recommended the

|GRAYs,

0n3/10/61, MILTON BIRON, Senior Accountant,
Comtroller's Office, New York City, Bureau of Excise Taxes,
120 ilest 32nd Street, made available an application for
v/ exemption from the New York City amusement tax, dated
1/23/61, and signed by STANLEY D. LEVISON. The exemption
was requested for a "concert" to be given at Carnegie Hall
on 1/27/61, for one evening performance.

The name of the apﬁiicaﬁt was given as the "Committee
to Aid the Southern Freedom Struggle", 312 West 125th Street,
an unincorporated association, It is stated that the
applicant is a non-profit educational committee which
has registered with the Charities Registration Bureau in
Albany and the Department of Welfare in NYC, It says that it
employs no professional fund raisers and that neither its
officers nor executive directors are paid either salaries
or expenses, -

The, "Purposes for which applicant was organized",
are listed as:

"To provide funds;.for the Southern Chpistian
Leadership Conference tTo be used for establishment of
constitutional rights in the South utilizing voting registration
drives, educational meetings, church andl synagogue conferences,
sit-in techniques, legal actions ete."

“The, "Activities of the Applicant", are listed as:

"Mail solicitations, benefits, meetings, educational
conferences, church collections."

-6 -
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The, "Source and Disposition of Income", is listed

. "All income less expenses im transmitted to the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference or directly paid
out to sources indicated by the Southern Christian ILeader-~
ship Conference, Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING is President of
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference,"

A "note" attached to the application stated that
the committee was created by resolution as an unincorporated
associlation at an organizing meeting held at the home of
HARRY BELAFONTE, 300 West End Avenue, in June, 1960

The application for exemption from uhe New York City
amusement tax was denied by letter 1/31/61, sent to the
committee to Aid the Southern Freedom Struggle, 312 West 125th
Street, attention of STANLEY D. LEVISON.

NY has considered the’above facts and is of the
opinion that a Cominfil investigation of the NY Chapter -
of the SCLC is warranted, due to the dominant CP influence
on the executives of the NY Chapter of the SCLE.

NY will conduct no further 1nvesU1¢at10n w1thout
prior Bureau authority,

j

HW 55280 DocId:32989672 Page 141




-
‘. . . .
v, .
d
.

v G‘1);‘;)*1::3.;)nal Form No. 10

MEMORANDUM
=

TC: / DIRECTOR, FBI (100-438794) DATE: 10/11/62
N S / A
T Al EROM' j f‘ /,Sf.c ATLANTA (100-5718) , [,ﬁg{"
_ R
/ COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE w A Fofd s
.‘ SCUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP? CONFERENCE é"}\}/‘“ ; }/ Z i,
15-C _ C}‘,i»-s J WA / e
(OO: 5TL[:NTA) . b — . } 41/;
12
Re Bureau letters to Atlanta, 7/20/62, to Mobile,
7/20/62, and to Savannah, 9/17/62. .
s
The following shows Communist Party influence or ‘ '
possible influence on MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., and WYATT T. o §
WALKER, President and Executive Director, respectively, of & 3
, the: aouthern Christian Leadership Coqference (SCLC) which is 2]
lj headquartered in Atlanta, Georgis, ; ;‘
. . S
MARTIN LUTHZR KING, JR.,. has been described zs a * 3
confirmed Marxist. IS . '@g
SAIL 9 Ry FAST ] . "*i\y %&
LNY 6945+, § 2/12/62) . i\‘f\‘\fﬂu %y /
i . 3 i
_ On 8/22/58 BEN DAVIS stated that while convarsing wigh'' _gg i
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., KING told bim how glad he was to see &gr;«g
him back among his people to lead the fight. e ®
COII2 R . g*‘;;;g =y
. ) “ -
(NY 221 gju/zs/ssg y 355
[ &2,
“The Vorker" issue of 10/30/60 .-én page 1 identified . §’§i:
BENJAMIN J. DAVIS as National uecret‘ary of the Communist Party,§§§
"The Worker' is an East Coast Communist newspaper.- it ié;h:
83
7 /)ﬁ‘! 3{° ) : g %’ )
“Bureau (RM) A j Y S 2
Z-New Orleans (RM) O R e 3?:
3-New York (100-149194) (RM) - }é} ' R E
2-Mobile (BRM) ' o 0CT 1562 :‘g%ﬁ
2-Savannah (100-50627) (BM) & - Iy $58
4-ftlanta sz ore -==.'=-—- S & §,
(2 - 100-5718) FY

b ] Xy}

(1 - 100-5733) (CP, USE, Southern Fegion) 1§

(x - 180 q’?@f‘) (({omlnxl‘ qf Mass Organizations) &1
Jri w-..l L3N “‘|' (j" . ln i aS ) ‘ ™

RRN:evg - -, 0. s “43“3‘ 'y
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AT 108-5718

o

£ communist Party (CP) club meeting of the Ninth
Congressional District, Illinois CP, was held 5/4/60 at the
home of DBOROTHY DAVIES, 1214 LaSalle Street, Chicago, Illinois.
A£fter the meeting was over DAVIES discussad MARTIN LUTHER KING,
JBR., and HARRY BELLEFCNTE, DAVIES stated both KING and
BELLEFCNTE went to sese BANJAMIN DAVIS and asked for help in their
present problems concerning integration and civil rights.

JUPO LY BNT

Ec@ 6493-63 5/10/60)

BENJAMIN DAVIS on 1/17/52 furnishad WILLIAM Z. FCSTER
at that time General Secretary of the CP, US4, a letter he
had received from KING. DAVIS explained to FGSTER that KING's
grandfather and his father had been close friends politically
in Georgia., When XING visited New York last summer, DAVIS
said he talked to him and he was very friendly. DAVIS told
FGSTER that KING claimed he knew about DAVIS, his prison record
and what Di4VIS stood for.

FLsva |

Tl 1697 ms*z 1/17/59)

On 9/7/61 a testimonial was held in honoxr of HENRY
WINSTON in the Skyline Ballroom of the Hotel Theresa, 125th
Street and Seventh Avenue, New York, New York. Gne of - he
speakers at this testimonial was MARTIN LUTHER KING, JK.
p 507 AT ’

[wy 2520-5] e/7/61)

At a CP, USL, National Executive Commitiee meeting
held 8/12/61 and 8/13/G1 HENRY WINSTON was elected a member
of the CP, USA, National Committee, the Nationul Executive

Committee, the Resident Board, and was malie Vice Chairman of

the CP, USA. rfoymant
E_NV ssams*;] 3/14/61)

¢n 10/27/8% JACK O'DELL, aka Hunter Pitts ¢'Da2ll,
stated that he, O'BELL is the administrator of the New York
Office of the 3Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC),
312 West 125th Street, New York City, which is headed by
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., Headquarters in Atlanta, Georgia.

’

(Pretext telephone call to JACK ('DRLL, 10/27/61)




AT 1080-5718

(SA JLMES F. G'CONNELL telephonically contacted
JAECK U'DELL under the guise of a person interested in contri-
- buting money to the Committee to Defend Martin Luther King,
Jr. The telephone call was made to New York telephone number
UN 6-2000, the listed telephone number of the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference.)

STANLEY LEVISCON is MARTIN LUTHER KING's "Assistant
Chisg." SVISON has been described as a real estate man in
New York City who spends half his time advising and helping

KING.
Dv j 9/24/58)

STANLEY LEVISON and his brother, ROY BENNETT, were
active in CP financial matters and business ventures whlch
contributed to the CP. :

(for e

ESG 5824~8% 4§ 8/6/57)
LEVISON continues to dohate money tothe CP, USA

Jnsroi ARST

ﬁz& 694-57 | October, 1961)

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., was a supporter of the
Washington ALppeal for MORTCN SOBELL's release Juring the
traditional Chrlstmas Amnesty period.

f«r‘v £405 _J 9/22/60) . P

MORTON SOBELL was convicted on,4/5/€1 in USDC,
SDNY, for violation of the ZEspionage ConSpiracy Statute and
was sentenced to 30 years in prison, which he is currently
serving. -

411 sources utilized above have furnished reliable
information in the past.
"‘“* &N ‘OQ\Q:\*-Q,Q(_ as m(ormmv‘am -_‘VQ/"‘A—S % \&e«f\» \LA{OWV\CU\M’\“
y BF 2256-3 -advised on 1/29/62 that GUS HiLL, Genera
Secratary O0f the Communist Party wanted to discuss dlfferences
MERLE BRCDSKY had with the Communist Party in an effort to
get him to become more active in the party. During the
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AT 160-5718

Po\‘"\:\evd paleted as Falormationd Tends do .T_'Ae,n‘i'.\g:t( rﬂ{oowuyu)l/

disqussion BRUDSKY said he agreed completely with everything
Rev. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., said in his speech'on the
relation of labor to ohe Negro people before the National
Convention of the AF of L. According to !SF 2256~o‘ HALL said
BRCDSKY had better agree with the spesech KING gave because
he, HALL, had written it. When BRODSKY expressed surprise
at this HALL said that it was true, that he had written the
whole thing. HALL said the secret of KING's relationship with
the Communist Party must be closely guarded. This informant
did not know whetter KING was aware that HALL wrote the speech
in question or what the connectjon is between the Communis:
Party and KING. .
Teud s

g;% °;‘3$L(§%f§§%a 1d£¥gggt%§onot be*gseg’fn (rggéégm;
because t San Francisco (Office advised it was not to be
distributed outside the Bureaw because the only persons prasent‘
during this discussion were GUS HALL, MERLE BRCDSKY and the 3
informant. P!

Elsuq, : .

NY 24~ =8%} who has furnished reliable information in
the past, advised TED BASSETT, a member of the State Committee,
New York -State Communist Parity and editorizl writer for .

"The Worker" contacted "Public Relations" at Southern Christian
L;adﬁrship Conference on 10/28/60. BASSETT asked to sp3:ak to
JAMES WCODS (former public rslations director of“SCLC) out
in his absence talked to WYATT T. WALKER. BASSEIT

identified himself and stated "I was down there and wrote 2
story I wanted to follow up." WALKER advised "Things have
changed, I'll write you the additional details.' BASSETT
furnished his address as that of "The Worker" in Wew Ycrk City
and inquirsd whether WALKER had seen tle story he had written.
WALEZR replied in the negative and asked BASSEIT to mail it
to him. WALKER also requested that BASSETT put "us" on

his mailing list (maili gg llst of "The Worker."

Cn 4/21/61£§V §§ ~o%z a souvrce who has furnished
rallable information in the past, made avaiizble photographs
of the names and addresses o0f subscribers maintained by "The
Worker," 23 West 26th Street, New York City. Cne of the
photographs shows the following: "Rev. Wyatt Walker, 41
Szchange Place, S. 8., 4stlanta 3, Georgia." It is noted that
41 Zxchange Place was the address of SCLC in June, 1262,
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AT 100-5718

On 5/2/01?%% 10%? % fwho has furnished rellable
information in the past, aavised that some people in the
Washington, D. C., area had received letters with the return
address of 584 Alfred Road, N. W., Atlanta 18, Georgia.

These letters enclosed a petition for clemsncy for CARL
BRADEN addressed to President of the United States. The
petition stated BRADEN was subpoenaed to appear before the
House Unamerican Activities Committee (HUALC) in 1958, refused
to answer pertinent questions, was convicted for contempt
and was sentenced to serve ons year in Jall These letters
were signed by saveral people, two of whom were MARTIN LUTHER
KING and WYATT T. WALKER of Atlanta, Georgia.

;J"é; Wkwdi . ..

' NO 885-%{on 12/22/5% identified C4RL BRADEN as
Field Secretary 0% the Southern Conference Educational Fund,
Inc., (SCEF). v

ALBERTE AHERN, 2311 Payne Street, Louisville, Kentucky,
who is an admitted formor member of the Communist Party,
testified in court in Jefferson County, Kentucky, that BRADEN
and his wife, ﬁNNb, were known to.her as member of the
Communist Party in Louisville from January, 1951, to December,
1984,

COWEIDewTrBL JOVRCR,

Gn 4/24/nl£?§EHUu LEVIN, Southerr Regidnal Di rector
of the Anti-Dafamation League, Atlanta Georgia, ' (s former —
source of information)jwhose identity he requested be coacesled, |
made available a petition for cleumency appeai in the case of
CARL BRADEN, The mailing address for this appeal was given

s B84 Alfred Street, N. W., Atlanta, Georgia. .*%

On 5/12/61 inquiry in the neiglborhcod determined
that Rev. WYATT T, MALK R resided at that address.

Cn 4/9/62 W“ I 32«;‘ who has furnished reliable
information in the past, adv1sed that on 4/3/32 a meeting of
the Program Committee of the Washington Committee to Abolish
the BUAC met at 3223 McKinley Street, Washington, D. C. Discussion
was held regarding an affair to be held by Washington Committee
to Abolish the EU4C (WACALHUAC) on 5/4/62. 1t was announced
the featured speakers would be WYATT T. WALXER of stlanta,
Georgia, Ezecutive Secratary of the SCLC, C4RL BRADLN and
FRANK WILKINSCON.
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AT 160-5713

WILKINSON was sentenced along with BRADEN to
serve one year for refusal to testify before HUAC. WILKINSON
is also a former Communist Party member, according to sources
who have furnished reliable information in the past.

The following {are known Communist Party members who
are associated with BCL¢ at the present time:

EJ/. 3
I /GunTER PITTSAD DELL

HOSEA HERMAN HUDSCN

SARGEANT,CAULFIELD .. ¢ v\

STANLE%?LEVISON ™

/ ——— ‘

An undated folder published by SCLC, Voter Registration
Department, 330 Auburn Avenue, N. E., Atlanta, Georgia, titled
"Crusade for the Ballot" set forth a list of offitesrss J. H.
O'DELL, which is one of HUNTER PITTS O'DELL's aliases, is
listed as a consultant on the voter registration field staff.
This folder carries the address of 330 Auburn Avenue, N. E.,
Atlanta, Georgia, for SCLC and it is noted that SCLC has been
at this address only for the past ‘few months. ,

Mrs. A. R. ANDERSON, Desk Clerk, at the Waluaaje
Apartment Hotel, 239 West Lake Avenue, N. W., Atlanta, 3jeorgia,
advised on 9/25/62 that O'DELL registers in and out fro. Hew
York City and represents himself as being with SCLC. Shke said
that he has represented himself in this capacity as iate as
September, 1962, and that be registers under the name of
J. H. O'DELL. ; . 4

At the last session of the 17th_National Convention
of the Communist Party, United States of Imerica (Cp, USA)
held December 10 to December 13, 1959, in Hew York City, the
election of_the new National Committee, CP, USA, was held.
Three individuals from the South were elected to membership
on this new National Committee, one being CORNELIUS JAMES.

Hrvoe v g

(CG 5824-8%% 12/14/58)

It was determined that the identity of CORNZLIUS
JAMES is fictitious and JAM3S is actually identical to HUNTZER
PITTS O'DELL.

INIF O R IFLE

{ony e94-5+,]1/6/60)
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It was learned on 6/1/61 that HUNTER PITTS O'DELL
had qu1t the Communist Partj and he is comnsidered by the CP,
US4, as being officially out of the CP. However, O'DELL is
still on good terms with the CP and he will work with the CP.

ThLormant

(cc 5824-S%,§6/1/G1)

HUNTER PITTS O'DELL was among those persons who
attended a conference of the CP, US4, National Committee,
District Leaders and Selected Functionaries, which was held
at Academy Hall, §sguXprk City, 6/22-24/62.

T s50-5%] 7/3/82)

In July, 1962, HUNTER PITTS O'DELL was considered
by the CP, USA as a member of jis National Committee.
Toloemosnt,
Lm 694-5%)]

&4 SCLC newsletter dated February, 1962, on page 3,
contained an article captioned "Citizenship Training at
Dorchester, Georgia.” This article describes JACK CG'DELL
(which is another alias of HUNTER PITTS O'DELL) as s voter
registration expert of SCLC, New York Office, arnd furiher
indicates that JACK O'DELL had worked with a group at the
Dorchester Community Center, McIntosh County, Georgia, 1/15-20/62
in structuring a plan for Albany.

Savannah letter to the Bureau dated 9/25/62 advised
that this is the only indication available at thig time which
would indicate that the SCLC may be using Communist Party .
members for sympathizers, as 1nstructorsg:0f as students at
the Dorchester Community Center.

._\_v\"‘;or‘ . .

NG 1034- who has furnished reliable information in
the past, advised on 5/28/6% that SARGEANT CAULFIELD and
HGSEA HERMAN HUDSON attended a Communist Paxrty moetlng in
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, on 5/27/62. Emong those in attendance
were 3AM JACKSCHN whois not a Communist Party member but who
is active in the Voters League in Pointe Coupee Parrish. HUDSON
stated thers should be at least two full time workers in each
parrish in Louisiana to get all eligible Negroes registered
to vote. HUDSON explained to the Communist Party members that
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the CP had appropriated some money for mass work in the

south. However, EBUDSON told JACKSON that the money would

come fyom MARTIN LUTHER KING's organization. CAULFIELD agreed

to go to Ltlanta, Georgia, with HUDSON to find out how nmuch

money could be raised for voter registration work in Louisiana.
HUDSON told CAULFIELD that they would meet HUNTER PITTS G'DELL

in Atlanta who would decide who would lead the voter registration
movement _in Lounisiana.

i%%‘@égfgﬁgdvised on 6/1/62 that CAULFIELD returned
to New Orleans, Louisiana, on 5/30/62 from Atlanta, Georgia.
CAULFIELD announced that he had met with HUNTER PITTS O'DELL
in Atlanta and that C'DELL wanted CAULFIELD to work for the
MARTIN LUTHER KING organization in the '"right to vote"
movement. He offered CAULFIELD $1,000 per month to organize
Pointe Coupee Parrish and the parrish in which Lake Providence,
Louisiana, is located. CAULFIELD said he would have to show
progress during the three month period before he would be
put on salay, however, he could not afford to be out of work
for such a long period. CAULFIELD said that CO'DELL wants

" three or four young men, preferably high school seniors or

recent graduates, to go to New York for training in the
"right to vote" movement. 41l expenses would be paid by the

. KING organization, The training is scheduled fur the summer

of 1962 and CAULFIELD indicated that he may send.one o’ his

- sons. CAULFIELD indicated that he would not give up his job
- immediately and would try to work for the KING organization on

weekends. CAULFIELD said that HUDSON and O'DELL are good
friends and that HUDSON does a lot of work for the KING

organization. i . 4

The pertinent information showing éTANLEY'LEVISON's
coannections with SCLC was set forth by tlfe New York Office
in their letter in captioned matter dated 8/21/62.

Another connection of LEVISCN with SCLC is being
set out as follows:

Un 6/15/62 SA ERNE3T T. BIRD countacted SAMUZEL BCGAN,
Accountant, Charities Registration Bureau (CEB), New York
State Department of Bocial Welfare, 91 State Street, Albany,
New York. During this contact BOGAN made available the CRB
file on the organization "Appeal for Human Dignity Now"
(AFEDN), 13 Astor Place, New York 3, N. Y. This file disclosed
that the CRB received a letter dated 4/13/51 on the stationery
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of STANLEY LEVISON, Attorney at Law, 6 East 32th Street,

New York 18, N. ¥. In this letter LEVISON requested to be
furnished angplication for registration "by a committee

in organization to be known as Appeal for Human Dignity Now."

One photostat of the registration statement of the
AFHDN hearing #9535 received by the CRB on 38/5/61 reflects
the AFHDN solicited under the slogan '"Dollaxs for Human
Dignity" and seeks to provide financial assistance to the
movement for desegregation and achievement for equal rights
under the Constitution. The statement indicates there will
be emphasis on giving more assistance to the BCLC of Atlanta,
Georgia, and the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee
of Atlanta, Georgia. Page three of the registration statement
contains the pame of STANLEY D, LEVISON as co-chairman of
the AFHDN,

The following security sources of information were
contacted on 10/8/62 and they had no information regarding
any Communist Infiltration of the SCLC. These sources are
all familiar with some activities ‘'of SCLC through their worL
in the desegregation field:

PLUL ANTHONY, é4ssistant Executive Director,
Southern Reglonal Council confdential Ssource

JUSTIN J. FINGER, Investigator, .
Anti-Defamation Leaguecon€ﬁ46W+\al Source_

RICHARD SHEPIRG, Anti-Defamation Leagué conuden bl
3 Soufe
ROBERT THOMPSCHN, Director of tHe 4tlanta Q' avde )
Urban League. 2ll Ltlanta, Georgia “mj‘3°“ o
:Tﬂ“QWW@*TZT 1371-§3 who is familiar with some Communist and
racial activities in the Atlanta area, advised on 10/8/62
that he had no information concsrning Communist Infiltration
into SCLC.

Sovee

It is recommended that a Cominfil investigation be

the New York Office in their letter to the Bureau dated 8/21/62
in addition to that information set out above,.

/authorized by the Buresau in view of information furnished by

!
«©
I
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-4

It is not contemplated there would be any need for
investigation by Savannah at the Dorchester Center, McIntosh
County, Georgia. The only CP member known to be active
there was O'DELL and that was Zor a short period of time

in early 19262.

There is no indication that any investigation would
be made in this matter in the Mobile Division.

New Orleans, if investigation authorized by the
Bureau, should determine whether a SCLC branch has been
established in your division. If so, .whether CAULFIELD,
HUDSCGN or other CP members formed or control it or bave
any great influence on its activities.

It is obvious thatall’CP infiltration or influence
known at this time is either in New York City or emanates
from there. The only CP member who is known to be an officer
of SCLC is HUNTER PITTS O'DELL, He divides his time between
his position of head of SCLC branch office in New York City
and his duties at Atlanta Headquarters., All of his known
CP contacts are in New Ycrk City with the exception of
SARGEANT CAULFIZLD in Louisiana.

Tator v

Information, set forth on page one of this let: er
furnished B?ENY’EQZtsﬁiEharacf@rlzlng MARYIN LUTHER KING, JR.
must, if used inja repcrt, be classified secret.

- -t P . 4

- 10 -
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“primarily to administrative aspects, See nemo Sullivan o
Belmont dated 9/24/863 capiionsd "Cormunist Tarty, USA, Hegro
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July 3, 1963

Mr. Jack H, O'Dell

488 St. Nicholas Avenue
Apartment 5-5

New York, New York

Daiu' Jack:

Severzl months age vou submitted vour resignation pending an
investigation of your alleged affiliation with the Communist
party, as was suggested by an article tc this effect in the
Birmingham and New Orlesans newspapers. Wae accepted this
temporary resignation beczuse of SCLC's firm policy that no
Communist nor Communist sympathiser can be cn our staif or

in our membership, We felt that it was imperative to conduct
an immediate investigation, As you know, we conducted what we
felt to bs a thorough inquiry into thege charges and were unabls
to discover any present connections with the Communiat party on

your part,

The situation in cur country is such, however, that any sllusion
to the left brings forth an emotional response which would seem
to indicate that SCL.C and the Southexrn Freedom Movament are
Communist ingpired. In these critical times we cannot aiford to
- risk any such impressions. We, therefore, have dacided in our
Administrative Commitites, that we should requsst you to maks
your tempovary resignation permanent.

We certainly appreciate the ysara of unselfish service which you
have put {into our New York Office, and regret the necessity of
your departure. Certainiy, yours is a significant sacrifice com-
mengsurate with the sufferings in jail and through loss of jobs
under raciet intimidation. Waea all pray for the day when our
nation may be truly the iand of the free.

This docrumert is prepored in response to your request and is not for dissemi-
nation ovfsica rowr Comwni*ice.  Its use 93 Umited to official proceedings by
| . your Cowvinitice a:.1 the coitent may not be disclosed to unauthorized PErson-

. nel without the express approval of the FBI .
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Mr, O'Dell
July 3, 1963
Page Two

" May God bl.eu you and continue to inspire you in the service of

your fellowman.

Sincerely youre,

Martin Luther Xing, Jr.
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