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HAROLD S. SAWYER, MICH.

Select Committee on Ysgasginations
.5, Touge of Representatibes

3331 HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING, ANNEX 2
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515

June 5, 1978

(202) 225-4624

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
Honorable Griffin B. Bell

Attorney General of the United States
Department of Justice

Washington, D. C. é}%/ :
% 7 ff/ Y
| Jude <sp. 7 (O z
Attention: Mr. Robert—Keuch . N
Deputy Assistant Attorney Generai&? o
Criminal Division, Room 2113

Dear Mr. Attorney General: ‘ .

In connection with the investigation by this Committee
into the circumstances surrounding the death of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., it is requested that the Federal
Bureau of Investigation provide this Committee with
the information contained in a letter from Melvin A.
Sexton to various Klan organizations as found in
Volume I of I of the Arthur J. Hanes File, Serial
#157-370-10~167.

Your cooperatlon in this matter-is greatly - o

P
appreciated. N
Sincerely,
/4%’ {2§1;&3£(3$a&£%-\
G. Robert Blakey ™
Chief Counsel and Director
. bR~ /7250 .
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TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION: :
{7 Teletype ] Immediate [ TOP SECRET :
(] Facsimile (] Priority [ SECRET :
A Airtel [ Routine (] CONFIDENTIAL :
[(JEFTO }
[] CLEAR !
I
Date 6/5/78 :
‘;l\\ ______________________________________________________
v
\f TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (62-117290)
. ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT,

. RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION
FROM: SAC, KANSAS CITY (175-64)

{ QOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)

195~

Re Bureau teletype to Kansas City, 6/5/78.

Special Agents assigned to the Jefferson City,
Missouri Resident Agency between January, 1960, and May, 1967,
were SAs ROWAN B. AYERS and THOMAS H. WEAVER, ©SA AYERS died
on 11/23/74, SA WEAVER is still assigned at Jefferson City.
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[ Teletype ] Immediate (] TOP SECRET :
[] Facsimile [ Priority {1 SECRET :
[ —-Airtel ] Routine ] CONFIDENTIAL }
[QEFTO }

] CLEAR !

I

I

]

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI

(4J Attn: Congressional Inquiry Unit
£> Records Management Division //
FROM: SAC, MOBILE (66-~1228) (RUC) ,
RE: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE,
ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)

>

?
ReBuTel 6/5/78.%

Enclosed herewith are 2 copies each of communications
requested by Bureau in retel. .

The enclosed communications from the files of the
Mobile Division, meeting the requirements in referenced teletype,
are being sent to the Bureau as instructed. ©No other records
in Mobile fall into this category. ///’y»‘
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3/25 /68
AIRTEL CATRMATL L
T0:  °' DIREGTIOR, FEZ " ”
FROM: SAC, MOBILE WL e e
wareTy LoTERR o LT R T
RACTIAL B‘ITELLIGJ?IC-: . 5‘: - - _&r'l)‘»\, el
777 ReBuTelCall to me 3/12/68, and EuRad 3/21/68,

’ I have considered ¢this matter, digcussed it with =
appropriate arent and fﬂperv5509“ rersomnel of the Iopile
Office and the Pollowing is proposed zs a counterintellisence
move on KIHGig Vashington Spring Project. ‘

.

~ KING has quite a following in and avJuni tha Selms,
Ala, avea and has appreared recently in Selma on one aceasion
at the church of navez and L. L. nNﬁEhoOﬁ, who, at the time of
KING's appearance, uas cunning for mayor of Selma. ANDERION,
was tentatlvely endorﬁed by KING and was subsequently defeated
In his race for mayor of Selma. _

Reverend FREDERICK DOUGLAS R LSE, who ig head of
the Iallas Cﬁvacy Voters Leajue and 1s guite Influenciul among
the Negro community in the Selmx arvea, did not endorse AWDERSON
for mayor #nd Iinformed pources indicate he more or less colie
Lributed to the defeat of ANDERSON. REESE has Leen knovn +o
make dervoiatory remurks cancarnine KING and was alleqedly
miffed that KING did not advise him, REESE, of hla, XKING &,
contemplated visit to Selma. S
' . In view of the above, iL ig felt that if some
method can he deviged

wvhereby RELSE can be advised of ceriain
items relative o the Vashlngbon opring Project. he would take

action to alscourage Individuals from participating therein.
- . . 6
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It is not believed that REESE could be c¢ontacted
by a Bureau Agent, although he his on occasion furnishad us
Information which has proven to be reliabie.

It is, therefore, propbosed that an anonymous letter
be directed to REESE at his home address, 1566 Rinpe, Selma,
Alabama 35701, uherein it is called bo the attentlon of REESE
that KING is merely using the Nezroes of the Selima area for
his own personal aggrandizement; that he is not genuinely
interested in thelir welfare, but only in their donations; that
in all probability the individuals going to Washlington for
the Spring Project will be left stranded without sultable
housing or food. The letter should alsc play vp the possgibili-
_ty of violence, particularly the fact that althoush CARFILCHAEL
and BROUN of SNCC have a so-called gentlemens! agreement with
KING not te take over thls actlion, there sxists a strong
possibllity that such will occur, There is also the possiblli-
ty of RAM and NOI taking over the project since it lacks
organization and direction., The letter should also polnt out
that KING was in Alabama on about 3/21/68; and did not mak
‘his schedule in the Selma and adjoining counties area, which -
was another indication that KING was talking oulb of both sides
of his mouth. ‘

It is felt that thig letter should be mailed from
either Washington or Baltimore gince, if the letter is mailed
from anywhere in the south, REE3SE may feel 1t is the work of
the Klan or some othéxr racist group. It is felt that Baltimore
would prohably be the best since a letter from Washington would
Indicate the possibility of the govermment doing this,

4 Simultaneous with malling the letter Trom Baltimore,
1t 1s proposed that a copy of the letter to REESE, together
with a cover letter, be malled to ROSWELL FALXENBERRY, Editor
and Publisber, Selma Times~Journal, Selma, Alabama. The cover
letter should indicate that attached was a letter directed to
REESE and that he, FALKENBERRY, might want to contact REE3ZE
relative to REESE's receipt of the letter and what 1t said.

The thought behind this is to glve FALKENRERRY =2
chance to interviey REESE concerning recelpt of the letier -
and thereby create a news story which could legitimately be
published and read by the Neuro community inthe Seluma area,

It 1s known that the Selma Times-~Jouwrnal has a larze circula-
tion amon: the Negro community in Dallas and adjoining countiles
and has taken a rather liberal attitude in comnection with
civil rights movements.




- - .

By nandlin~ as above, we would eliminabe the
possibility of thege rumors bvein:s attributed to the F3I.

Congiderztlion has been given to some method of
disceuraﬂin? AUBERT TURWER, who is ﬂ?eld.Secretawy for KING s
project, and ig spear-headingz the recruitment throuzhout our
territory and other porticns oif Alabama. From our contact
with TURLul, vho isg a liziscon source, it is the opinion of
contactins apents that he is so s0ld on the project that it
is almost impossible to disillusion himn :

It is also feln that SOWP meohod of petting an
. article in the “Southern Courier® along the linés of fThe above.
would have a discouraging e“?ect o1 the faoﬂo commmity in
and around ontzomery, 4la., since the cOurier is very wldely
" read. Conslideration is belng given to the method of accom=
plishing this. ‘ '
’ The Bureay 1is reavested to consider the proposal
set forth above and adv ise.

L

. 4
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. DIRECTOR, FBI {100-448006)
_© ¥ SAC, HOBILE (157-2578) (P} = T
- ,57 ".Aa - _— - -
COUNTERINTZLLIGENCE PROGRAM - 177

I+ 7 BLACK HATIONALIST-HATE GROUPS .~ "7 7

t. ¢ “RACTAL INTELLIGENCE L PR
.. Reference is made to Burean airtel to Albany, =
3/1/68. . | , L to Al .

% " SA JO3EPH T. BOSTON has been designated to
coordinate this program in the Mobile Division.

+As the Bureau has been separately advised, in-

vestization has not been developed that any militant Black .
Nationalisht group has been in existence in the liobile ’
territory. There has been no activity of The Revolutionary
Action Movement (RAN), Congress of Racial Lquality (CORE),
or Nation of Islam (NOI)}. The Southern Christian Leadership
. Conference (3CLC)} has representatives in this division, but

no organizational hcadquarters or office. The Student

Nonviolent Ceordinatinz Committee (SHCC) has representatives

~coming to the Moblle Division periodically, particularly

coning to Selma, Tuskeges or Hontgomery, ala, but investi- : -

gation has not shown that SNCC has any office in this territory.

The Lowndes County Freedom Organization {(LCFO),
- - which is also known as the Lowndes County Freedom Party and
the Black Panther Party, is a Hezro civil rights organization
established in Alabama Kovember, 19565. It is a politiezal
party, designed to: run candidates for public office. It has
recelved publicity as the Black Panther Party, bubt is not
affiliated with the Black Panther Party established in New
York City durinz 1956, In the organization of LCFD,. assistance
was granted by STOKBLY CARMICHALL of SNCC, JOHN HULETT, .
President of LOFO, is a source of the liobile Division. - i
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” There has been no information developed to show
that violence is intended or expected by persons active in
the racial and civil rights matters.

There is only one person on the agitator index

who night be the subject of future counterintelligence by

this office, This individual is JOHN EDVIN JACKSON, Route . .
1, Box 191, Paynev1lle, Alabama. He is a Negro male, born

2/17/4¢ ard is employed as a farmer. Huch of the militant

¢ivil rizhts activity in Lownies County, Ala., is believed

traceable to JACKS0H, and he is a contact of 3TOKILY

CARMICHAEL when CARMICHAZL comes to Lowndes Gunty.

Investigation is being conducted at the present
tine to determine if SHCC reopens an offiice at Selma, Ala.,
vhich was maintained by SNCC in the past. If this office
is reopened to direct 3SNCC activities, then that office would
be a lozical tarkedt for counterintelligence act1v1ties.

Concerning suggestions for the over all counter-
intelligence action, it is f£elt that the Bureau might consider
the creation of a paper Nezro nationalist group for the
purposs of drawing together militant leaders and militant o
groups in order to plant seeds of dissension among such lsaders. It
also should be considered that counterintelligence action
could be aimed arainst radical raclal leaders-in any orzanization
by the use of reliable press contacts being given 1nforﬂation
which would serve to diseredit these lesaders. Such infor-
mation, indicating that leaders are using the civil rizats
movenent for thelr own gain and are mot instituting prograns
ained at encouraging a HNegro to help himself, could be uscd
throush relia®ble press contacto or responsible national
Hegro leaders. This type of action might serve to bring about
a feeling of distruct anong radical Nepro leaders.

upec1f1c suggestions, as may be developed for

. possible use in the counterintelligence field, will be sent to

HW 54987

the Bureau by separate letter.

uuarterly letters will be
subnitted as suggested. -
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FBI

Date: April 2, 1968

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via Airtel
(Priority)
To: SAC, Mobile i
;%&ﬁkﬁrom: Director, FBI ?{éﬁ?;izg &

Subject:  COUNTERINTELLJGENCE PROGRAM
BLACK NATIONALIST - HATE GROUPS

RACIAL INTRLLIGENCE
_gWASHINé;Qﬁ SPRING PROJECT)
Reurairtel 3/25/68.

You are authorized to send the two anonymous letters
set out in reairtel. Prepare the letters on commercially
purchased stationery and take all necessary precautions to
insure they cannot be traced to the Bureau.

When the letters and envelopes are prepared,. send,
them to the Baltimore Office for mailing. For the informa-
tion of Baltimore these two letters are designed to bring
the true nature of the Washington Spring Project to the
attention of Negro leaders in Selma, Alabama. Mail the
letters the same day they are received from Mobile.

The Bureau appreciates Mobile's suggestion. /O/
// Advise the Bureau, under the above caption, of results.

2 -~ Baltimore
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-448006) o F7/1/68
. 5

SAC, MOBILE (157-2578)(P) N |

COUNTERINTELLIGENCE PROGRAM , ,f;

BLACK NATIONALIST-HATE GROUPS 7

RACIAL INTELLIGENCE : /

Re Mobile letter to Bureau,‘3/27/68.

1. Operations Under Consideration

Since submlssion of referenced letter, a
new organization has developed at Montgomery,
Alabama, which could be a primary target of
counterintelligence action. The Young Mens
Progressive Committee (the organization is in
the process of changing its name to Youth
Progressive Committee), was started at Montgomery,
with about 15 members a2t the present time and is
; reliably reported as an affiliate of SNCC. It
is opening a bookstore as a memorial to Dr.
MARTIN LUTHER KING and is setiing up a bar, both
- of which are reportedly means to raise money for
SNCC. 1It is contemplated that action against
this group can be taken through local police
authorities and state liquor authorities concerning
the operation of the bar and concerning reported
information that some membexrs of this group carry-

! fireams . ,\ ,T T\fﬁ/\ﬁ\?ﬂ\\\]‘ CJ‘ : q‘\t ‘ HLD
\ _ : JEal L UnULaDE LFICD
| 2. Operations Being Effected T,g_'"b\\g\\’is\ & B}R m\
None éf
. ¢ 2 -
3. Tangible Results f /] 7 ~ 9 7/ 7‘g
:{ - .
None § Searchad S
4. Developments Of CounuerAntelligence Interesg«»~oe,4L§:::/”
None ‘ j > Kzﬂj—-?—v‘“- e
~ Bureau (RM) (AM) oy 5 /
\ | Mobile JE j
B:sms

S (&) XY .
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. OPTIONAL FOIRM NO. 10
' ST+ MAY 1082 £D1 CON
. GsA FPMR (& ~FR) 101318 °

UNITED 'STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

_a

TO : SAC, Albany
: Director, FBI (100-448006)
SUBJECT: COUNTERINTELLIGENCE “PROGRAM

BLACK NATIONALIST -~ HATE GROUPS

. RACIAL INTELLIGENCE

DATE: 8/5/68

‘h‘,¢2573

) The Bureau wants to bring a highly successful
counterintelligence operation to the attention of all

counterintelligence offices,

so that all offices will

be aware of the type of results that can be obtained

in this program.

~

The Miami Division developed a source at a
local television station and the source produced a
news special on black nationalists and on the New left.
Miami requested Bureau authority to furnish the source
background data of a public source nature when the
source indicated an interest in producing a show

exposing these groups.
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Cincinnati
Columbia
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" Letter to SAC, Albany
RE: COUNTERINTELLIGENCE PROGRAM
100-448006

The Bureau authorized furnishing the source data

on a confidential basis and the show appeared 7/7/68. A
great deal of research was done by Miami Agents and it
resul'ed in an excellent program. The show, which ended
with quotes from the Director on the nature of the New
Left, was so well received that the television station
received requests for a film of the show by local civic
groups.

As you are aware publicity about New Left
and black nationalist groups, especially television
coverage, sometimes enhances the stature of these groups.
At the same time, Miami has demonstrated that a carefully
planned television show can be extremely effective in
showing these extremists for what they are. Local New
ILeft and black nationalist leaders were interviewed on
_the show and seemed to have been chosen for either their
inability to articulate or their simpering and stupid
appearance, ) ,

Miami furnished a film of 'this show for Bureau
review and it was apparent that the television source .
used the very best judgment in editing comments by -
these extremists. He brought out that they. were in
favor of violent revolution without their explaining
why. But he also brought out that they, personally,’
would be afraid to lead a violent revolution, making
them appecar to be cowards. The interview of black ’
nationalist leaders on the show had the leaders seated,
ill at ease, in hard chairs. Full-length camera shots
showed each movement as they squirmed about in their
chairs, resembling rats trapped under scientific
observation.

Each counterintelligence office should be
alert to exploit this technique both for black nationalists
and Mcw lLeft types. Miami learned from sources that those
who appeared on the show realized that it presented them
in a most unfavorable light., One even complained tg the
television station about it. This counterintelligence
operation will be of great value in the South Florida area

54987 DocId:3298592734 Page 13
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Letter to SAC, Albany
RE: COUNTERINTELLIGENCE PROGRAM
100-448006

and the Bureau hopes these results can be duplicated in
other offices. Success in this case resulted from hard
work and acumen on the part of the Agents who handled
the matter., Especially important was the choice of
individuals interviewed as they did not have the ability
to stand up to a professional newsman, The fine job of
interviewing and editing done by the news people involved
was also most important.

Each office should be alert to the possibility
of using this technique. No counterintelligence action
should be taken without Bureau authority., For your
information operations of this type must be handled
through reliable, established sources and must be set
up so that the FBI is not revealed as the source,

- T 3L DDEId:BE?BBTﬁBe‘l Page 14 - »
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UNITED STATES GO VERNMENT
Memorandum

TO : SAC, Albany ' DATE: 8/5/68

)%%§§0M 3D1rector FBI (100-448006)

oI
SUBJECT: COUNTERINTELLIGENCE “PROGRAN -
BLACK NATIONALIST - HATE GROUPS
. RACIAL INTELLIGENCE

The Bureau wants to bring a highly successful
counterintelligence operation to the attention of all
- counterintelligence offices, so-that all offices will
be aware of the type of results that can be obtained
in this program. .

The Miami Division developed a source at a
local television station and the source produced a
news special on black nationalists and on the New left.
Miami requested Bureau authority to furnish the source
background data of a public source nature when the
. source indicated an interest in produc:ng a show
exposing these groups.

r
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Letter to SAC, Albany
RF: COUNTERINTELLIGENCE PROGRAM
100~-448006 .

The Bureau authorized furnishing the source data

on a confidential basis and the show appeared 7/7/68. A
great deal of research was done by Miami Agents and it
resui’ed in an excellent program. The show, which énded
with quotes from the Director on the nature of the New
Left, was so well received that the television station
received requests for a film of the show by local civic
groups.

As you are aware publicity about New Left
and black nationalist groups, especially television
coverage, sometimes enhances the stature of these groups.
At the same time, Miami has demonstrated that a carefully
planned television show can be extremely effective in
showing these extremists for what they are. Local New
Left and black nationalist leaders were interviewed on
. the show and seemed to have been chosen for either their
inability to articulate or their simpering and stupid
appearance.

Miami furnished a film of this show for Bureau
review and it was apparent that the television source .
used the very best judgment in editing comments by -
these extremists. He brought out that they were in
favor of violent revolution without their explaining
wvhy. But he also brought out that they, personally,
would be afraid to lead a violent revolution, making
them appecar to be cowards. The interview of black
nationalist leaders on the show had the leaders seated,
ill at ease, in hard chairs. Full-length camera shots
showed each movement as they squirmed about in their
chairs, resembling rats trapped under scientific
observation,

Each counterintelligence office should he
alert to exploit this technique both for black nationalists
and New Left types. Miami learned from sources that those
who appeared on_the show realized that it presented them
in a most unfavorable light., One even complained to the
television station about it.- This counterintelligence
operation will be of great value in the South Florida area

i~
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RE: COUNTERINTELLIGENCE PROGRAM
100~448006

and the Bureau hopes these results can be duplicated in
other offices. Success in this case resulted from hard
work and acumen on the part of the Agents who handled

‘the matter., Especially important was the choice of

individuals interviewed as they did not have the ability
to stand up to a professional newsman, The fine job of
interviewing and editing done by the news people involved
was also most important.

EFEach office should be alert to the possibility
of using this technique, No counterintelligence action
should be taken without Bureau authority, For your
information operations of this type must be handled
through reliable, established sources and must be set
up so that the FBI is not revealed as the source,
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Datelecember 6, 1968

(Type in plaintext or code)

. Airttel -
Via . :
. ' (Pricriy)
S
Lo '
To: SAC, Albany
: From::  Dirsator, FBI (100-448006) _ 72 257"
i ] Y=
COUNTERINTELLIGINCE PROGRAM
BLACK NATTONALIST - HATE GROUPS
RACTIAL INTZLLIGEWCE
(VISUAL AIDS)
E
. : -
| o For briefing and lecturc purposes, the Buresau neads
i f -
; 2 « Atlanta ’ 2 - Minneapolis
. 2-~ Baltimore - {;}- Mobile
’ .2 < Birmingham - Newark
2 - Bcst01 2 .~ RNey Haven
" 2 - Buffalo 2 - New Orleans ’
| 2 - Charlotte 2 - New York
§ 2 = Chicago 2 - OUmaha
; 2 - Cincinnati ~ 2 = Philadelphia
i 2 ~ Columbia 2 - Phoenix
' 2 - Cleveland 2 - Pittsburgh
2 - Denver 2 - Portland
2 - Detroit 2 -~ Richmond
2 - Houston 2 - Sacramento
2 - Indianapolis 2 = San Diego
2 -. Jackson 2 ~ San Francisco
2 - Jacksonville 2 - Seattle
2 = Kansas City 2 - Springfield
. 2 - Los Angeles 2 - 5t, Louis
2 ~ Memphis ' » 2 - Tampa
2 - Miami : ' 2 - WFO
2 - Milwaukee !ﬁ—ARbH-D o lIDEAeD. 7/
fon LTl £ —
) o «M’{ i
i
1 T
A \ﬁm\mr W= ) /jﬁ/‘f /Z}: =4 nty :
N e /592578~
i
Sent Viz M Per
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Airtel to SAC, Albany
"COUNTERINTELLIGENRCE PROGRR:, (VISUIL AIDS)

100-448006

to receive, under this cantion, visuzl material relating to
violence by black extremists, Photozranns of scenss of racial
violence, snining attacks on police such as those at the
Cleveland, Onio, riot this year, photographs of arsenals of black
xtrenists, an2 of black extremists engaged in military-

type drill, are needed. Uiagrams of explosive and sabotage
devices and booby traps that are being circiilated zmong bliack
extremists are also desired,

i .

| By return airtel under this caption, each office.-
should furnish any available material not previously furnished
the ;Bureau or advise no such material is available, Photograph
furnishsd should be clear, glossy, §" X 10" photographs, if '
available, and o only one copy of zach item submitted is nszded,

Material submi ted 7ill not be returned so any item that is
ield should be copied for submission to the

Thereafter, as items of interest are receive
should be submitted to the BDureza

Bursau under this caption on a
continuinz basis so that the Bureau can have the benz2fit of
new material that would be usaful for visual aid purposes, -
¥
11
i .
3
-2 -
|
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