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FORENSIC PATHOLOGY AND MEDICAL EXAMINER-RELATED FINDINGS AND
CONCLUSIONS PERTAINING TO THE INVESTIGATION OF THE DEATH OF
VINCENT W. FOSTER, JR. :

We were provided unrestricted access to all available
investigative and scientific information and materials regarding
the death of Vincent W. Foster, Jr., including information
developed by the Unites States Park Police, the Federal Bureau of
Investigation and the FBI Laboratory, the Office of the Chief
Medical Examiner, Commonwealth of Virginia, and its Northern
Virginia District Office, and the Office of the Independent
Counsel. We examined photographs taken at the scene of death and
during the course of the postmortem examination, and microscopic
slides prepared from tissues obtained at autopsy. We discussed
the investigative and scientific findings of the case with the
investigative and laboratory personnel responsible for each
aspect of the investigation.

The analysis and conclusions of our review, as discussed
below, were arrived at separately and independently by each of
us.

ISSUES AND CONCLUSIONS

H [ CAUSE AND CIRCUMSTANCES OF DEATH

The bullet wound of Mr. Foster’s head and brain, with its
vital reaction, represents the definitive cause of his death.

The postmortem findings demonstrated in this case are
typical and characteristic of such findings in deaths due to
intentional self-inflicted intraoral gunshot wounds. Following
complete postmortem examination, there was no other trauma
identified that would suggest a circumstance other than suicide.
In addition, it is exceedingly unlikely that an individual of Mr.
Foster’s physical stature (6 feet 4 1/2 inches in height, 197
pounds in weight) could have been overcome by an assailant
inflicting an intraoral gunshot wound without a struggle and
there not to have been some other injury sustained at the time.

2. BULLET PATH

The large quantity of gunpowder residue present on
microscopic sections of the soft palate indicates that Mr. Foster
placed the barrel of the weapon into his mouth with the muzzle
essentially in contact with the soft palate when he pulled the
trigger. Recovery of Foster’s DNA type from the muzzle of the
revolver by the FBI Laboratory is strong supportive evidence that
associates the weapon with the deceased. The absence of visible
blood on the revolver is not inconsistent with the self-inflicted
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bullet wound he sustained. Visual or chemical identification of
blood on the weapon in gunshot wound suicides is a common but by
no means universal finding. There were no flame burns from the
muzzle blast identified within the mouth, nor would injury of
such type necessarily be expected.

The bullet perforated the soft palate, entered the cranial
cavity directly to the left of the foramen magnum, contused the
left side of the brainstem, grazed the medial aspect of the left
cerebral hemisphere and exited through the occipital skull and
scalp. This wound caused instantaneous, complete incapacitation,
followed by clinical death within a matter of minutes. There was
a secondary, ring-like fracture of the skull, a common associated
finding in such cases, that extended symmetrically from the base
of the skull across the calvarium. " ‘

3. LOCATION OF FATAL EVENT

It is our opinion that the death occurred where the body was
found at Fort Marcy Park, Virginia. The relatively pristine
nature of the exposed skin surfaces of the deceased and of his
clothing precludes any other scenario. Substantially greater
contamination of skin surfaces and clothing by spilled and/or
smeared blood would have been unavoidable, had the body been
transported postmortem to the place where it was found.

Precisely such contamination was, in fact, documented following
actual transport of the body from the scene of death to Fairfax
Hospital, and from there to the medical examiner’s office. There
was no such contamination when the body was examined and
photographed at the scene.

4. TIME OF DEATH

Given the limitations of available information, it is not
possible further to define the postmortem interval than within
the broad range of when the deceased was last seen alive to the
time the body was discovered.

5. TOXICOLOGY

Toxicological examination by the FBI Laboratory of blood
obtained at autopsy revealed trace amounts of trazodone and small
quantities of diazepam (Valium) and its metabolite, nordiazepam.
The finding of trazodone, an antidepressant, confirms the history
of Foster’s taking a single tablet the evening prior to his death
from a prescription ordered by his doctor earlier that day.

There was no alcohol or any other toxic substance in Foster’s
body. '
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6. POSITION OF THE BODY

The deceased was found supine, with his arms and legs
extended. Given the steep (approximately 45 degree) slope on
which his body was resting, we believe that he was seated when
the weapon was discharged. After firing the weapon, because of
the sloped terrain, he would have fallen backward, with his arms
falling to their respective sides by gravity, aided on the right
by the weight of the revolver affixed to his thumb (see below,
number 8). Had he been standing, he would not have ended up in
the orderly position in which he was found. Had he been lying
down, it is likely that the bullet would have been recovered from
the ground beneath his head. It was not. Bullet-generated
trauma to the brainstem would have rendered Mr. Foster instantly
unconscious and unresponsive.

Although the amount of extravasated blood at the scene of
death was characterized by some observers as being less than the
expected quantity, a pool of blood was, in fact, found under the
head of the deceased when the body was turned, and the upper back
of his shirt was noted to be blood soaked. These observations
notwithstanding, any relative lack of extravasated blood can be
readily explained by the position of the body on the steeply
inclined slope, with blood settling postmortem to the dependent
portions of the body, i.e., below the level of the head wounds,
and by the prompt cessation of cardiovascular activity inecident
to the bullet wound injury of the brainstem.

7. POSITION OF THE HEAD

According to multiple observers at the scene, the head was
facing forward when Foster’s body was found, an observation
confirmed in scene photographs. There were linear blood stains
coursing across the right side of the face, emanating from the
nose and mouth. A broad transfer-type blood smear was present at
the right side of the chin and neck, precisely corresponding to a
similar blood stain of the right collar area of the shirt. For
obvious reasons, the head must have been facing to the right when
the body was found or have been turned to the right when the body
was being examined at the scene. 1In either circumstance, blood
accumulated in the nose and mouth from the bullet defect of the
soft palate and base of the skull would have spilled over the
face and soiled the right shoulder and collar of the shirt. The
finding of the head facing forward and the right sided blood
stains are mutually exclusive. We conclude that a rightward tilt
of his face was changed to a forward orientation by one of the
early observers before the scene photographs were taken.

8. POSITION OF THE WEAPON

Scene and autopsy photographs demonstrate that Mr. Foster’s
right thumb was trapped and compressed between the trigger and
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the front of the trigger guard. In addition, there was gunpowder
residue on the surface of his right index finger facing the
thumb, extending from the distal joint to the web area of the
thumb and, according to the autopsy report, similar material, but
of lesser quantity, at the corresponding aspect of the left index
finger. With the barrel of the revolver placed into the
decedent's mouth, the only source of such gunpowder would be the
gap between the cylinder and the frame of the weapon. Multiple
test firings of the revolver in the FBI Laboratory conclusively
demonstrated that gunpowder residue escapes from its cylinder
gap. The laboratory studies and the anatomic findings indicate
that Mr. Foster's index fingers were in the vicinity of the
cylinder gap when the weapon was fired. 1In addition, flecks of
scattered stlppled material were observed on the skin surfaces of
the lower face in scene photographs and in those autopsy
photographs taken before these surfaces were washed. Washing
markedly reduced their number. The origin of this material,

i.e., whether it represents gunpowder residue, blood spatter or
some other foreign material, is uncertain.

SUMMARY

We conclude that Mr. Foster died from a self-inflicted
bullet wound delivered with suicidal intent and that the death
occurred where the body was found, at Fort Marcy Park, Virginia.
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