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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 24, 1994

BY TELEFAX

Mr. Bill Guyton

Assistant to the Independent Counsel
1001 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Suite 490N

Washington, D.C. 20004

Dear Bill:

Enclosed is the transcript of the July 21, 1993 remarks that you
requested.

Sincerely,

Enclosure
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

Tnternal Transcript July 21, 1993

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
IN ADDRESS TO WHITE HOUSE STAFF

Room 450 0ld Executive office Building

MR. MCLARTY: Good afternoon. Thank each and every one
of you for joining us this afternoon. We apologize for being a bit
jate. We had a briefing with-the Alabama prass contingancy, 2nd we
are very sorry we're a few minutes late. ) :

This afternoon, it certainly seemed the right thing to
do for us to cone together as a group, and a group that-values and in
many ways reveres the relationships we have, both personally and
professionally, to express heartfelt and genuine sympathy for the
loss of a colleague; heartfelt and genuine sympathy .to Vince Foster's
family -- his wonderful wife, Lisa and their three children, and his
mother, Alice Mae Foster, who still resides at Hope -- to pay respect
for a life that was a full one. one that was rich in accomplishment,
but also rich in individual and personal relationships. :

Those of you who knew Vince only for a short time, and
those of you that had the rare pleasure, as the President and I have
had for some 40 years, to know Vince Foster since childhood, you saw
those same qualities, regardless of that 40-year relationship, or 40-
day relationship, of wisdom, genuineness, substance, a deep
commitment to family and to work, and an absolute commitment to
friends.

Today is not only appropriate in terms of our coming
together as a white House to express our sympathy, but also, frankly,
for us to take an appropriate step in working through our feelings
jndividually. Because it is essential that we continue to move
forward in this period, in this very important period in the life of
our country. We will all feel the loss and express the loss in our
own personal way, as it should be. .

. There aiways is conversation and discussion about the
loss of anyone whose friendship and relationship we value, and there
may be particular interest in this situation. I think all of us
certainly understand the appropriateness of that situation, and that
no one can say with any certainty what causes the loss of a life
under these circumstances, and in most cases under any circumstances.
And this matter needs to be handled, as I know all of you will handle
it, with the utmost appropriateness and dignity and respect for a
special individual and friend.

Again, thank each of you for joining us today. It
underscores what every one of us knows == that this is a White House
not only composed of very dedicated and capable people and
outstanding professionals, put also thoroughly decent and caring
individuals whom it's a rare privilege for each of us to have the
association in that regard.
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sense because the Deputy was a friend of his for 40 years and was
truly a wonderful and remarkable person.

Now, when I became White House Counsel, or right before
I became White House Counsel I was interviewed by the President of
the United States, and it was an interesting and wonderful interview,
but it really wasn't nearly as hard as the interview I had before I
met with the President with the Deputy White House Counsel. Because
the Deputy White House Counsel interviewed the White House Counsel
even before the President interviewed the White House Counsel. I
think I was pretty smooth in getting past the interview with the
President, but I had a lot tougher time with the Deputy White House
Counsel, who really put me through the ringer. That was the first
meeting with Vince Foster in Early January, when he was interviewing
me for ny job as his superior, and he was marvelous. ;

He was tough, he was funny, he was conservative, he was
cool and he was warm. And out of that interview, we became partners,
and that was our agreement. I agreed to become White House Counsel
and he agreed to become Deputy White House Counsel and we would be
partners, just 1ike he was used to and I was used to. He came from a
law firm, I came from a law -firm. And what we were going to do is,
we were going to create in the White House a little law firm -- a
1ittle bit of his law firm, a little bit of my law firm, but we would
be equal partners. And that's what we were on our way to doing.
Despite all the bumps, we were on our way to creating a law firm of
eight or nine people of which he and I were the two senior partners,
which we'd have trust in each other, we'd be supportive of each other
and we would work together, and we would laugh together, we would
play together, and who would always keep in mind our mission, which
is to protect the interest of our client, our wonderful client, the
President of the United States and the other people in the White
House. .

And, really, we were on our way to creating a great
1ittle law firm. As I said, despite all the bumps, the last
conversation I had with Vince Foster was yesterday. And the last
conversation was a wonderful conversation. He walked into my office,
the TV set was on. It was about 12:00 noon, 12:15 p.m., something
1ike that, and I was watching Judge Ginsberg's opening statement.
And I had just come from the Rose Garden, which he did, with Judge
Freeh, who had been noninated by the President to be the head of the
FBI. And I was flipping from one channel to another, watching the
replays of the Freeh thing, the Ginsberg thing. )

And I said to my partner, vince, I said, "Hey, Vince,
not a bad day." I said, "We hit two home runs. Not home runs for
you, Vince, or for me, Vince, or even for the President: really home
runs for the country. So I think we're doing our job and I think
we're doing it well." And he just sort of smiled. And I said, *I'll
see you later." And that's the last time I saw vince. I didn't know
Vince a long time; I only knew him for six months, but I'll never
forget him and I'11 always remember him. Thank you.

I want to introduce our client, the President of the
United States.

IHE PRESIDENT: First of all, I want to tell you how
very glad I am to see all of you here today. I thought it was
impcrtant that we come together for a few minutes. Forty-two years
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When I started my career in Arkansas politics, he was
there to help me. When I decided to run for attorney general, he was
the first lawyer in Little Rock I talked to about supporting me.
When the Rose law firm hired Hillary after I moved te Little Rock,
Vvince Foster and Webb Hubbell became her closest friends. I have two
things to say about that: One is, he was a perfectly wonderful man

" on whom I relied and on whom I put a lot for a very long time. The
second thing is, for all of you who are especially younger, you will
find the longer you live, the more you mark the shape of your life by
the people you have truly ioved who, for whatever reason, aren't
around anymore.

o And so, I want you to think about the following: In the
‘firet place, no ore can ever know why this happened. Even if you had
a whole set of objective reasons, that wouldn't be- why it happened,
because you could get a different, bigger, more burdensome set of
objective reasons that are on someone else even in this room. So
what happened was a mystery about something inside of him. And I
hope all of you will always understand that. :

The next thing I want to say is, this should teach us
all, again, a little humility. We come here and labor and work like
crazy as if the idea of progress were a given, if only we worked hard
enough, pushed enough rocks up a hill and, yet, every time you'd look
around, there is some reminder that we are not really fully in
control of our own destiny, even though we are morally obliged to try
to be. That is the lesson of the floods in the Midwest, and that is
the lesson of what happened to vince yesterday. And it should give
you pause when you catch yourself neglecting your own life and your
own family and our own children and your own parents and your own
friends, because if you just stayed here 30 minutes more, something
wonderful might happen.

And I think we should think about that and take more
care of ourselves and our loved ones and, frankly, maybe be a little
more alive to the potential depression and frustration of the people
with whom we work.

) And the last thing I want to say is that vince Foster
spent a lifetime knowing when not to put himself first. And maybe he
did that too much. But he had an extraordinary sense of propriety
and loyalty, and I hope that when we remember him and this, we'll be
a little more anxious to talk to each other and a little less anxious
to talk outside of cur family. We'll be 2 1ittle more concerned
about how we can help one another look good and achieve one another's
goals, rather than how we might pursue our own objectives at the
expense of someone else here. Those are the kinds of things that he
would never have done.

Those of us who knew him a long time, we're having a
real hard time dealing with this. Because everybody who had known
him any length of time could remember sometime when we were weak and
he was strong, and, virtually, never an occasion where he was weak
and we were strong. And so, think about that. We ought to leave
here with humility, with more care for ourselves and our fellow
workers, and a greater sense of loyalty as well as restraint of what

we're involved in.

and the last thing I want to say is that all of us who
loved him also did a i1ittle bit of laughirg last night. Just as it
is wrong to try to explain or understand scmething that cannot te
jyrasped, it is very wrong to define a life like his in terms only
how .= ended. And anybody in this I3TT zcuid te proud to nave il
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