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REPORT OF INTERVIEW
Interview of: Anonymous WITNESS
Interviewed by: G. Gordon LIDDY
Date of Interview: 22 March 1994

Transcribed: 27 March 1994

WITNESS had previously contacted LIDDY and interview was
conducted at WITNESS' home by appointment , commencing 1744
bours. LIDDY's notes were taken at kitchen table on a 'spiral ring pad
provided by WITNESS. '

At request of LIDDY, WITNESS identified himself but exacted a
promise that LIDDY would never identify him.

WITNESS advised that between 1730 and 1745 hours of 20

July 1993 he was proceeding northwest in his white utility van along

the George Washington memorial Parkway in Virginia on his way

home from work. There was a traffic jam and traffic was barely

moving. The outside temperature was approximately 100 degrees

Fahrenheit and he felt an urgent need to urinate. He pulled off the

parkway at the entrance to Fort Marcy Park and proceeded to the

parking lot. There were two ‘automobiles parked in the lot when he

arrived.
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The first of the two cars was parked on the left, near the end, in

the second or third parking place from the end. It was a small, two

door, Japanese make sedan, cither light blue or light tan in color. At

the other end of the parking spaces, at about the second space from

the end, to his right, was a white colored Honda two door sedan with

a blue colored interior. WITNESS parked his van approximately in

the middle of the lot between the two automobiles already there.

WITNESS stated that he left his van and began walking, looking
for someplace to urinate where there would be no one around to sece
him. At this point, LIDDY advised witness that he, LIDDY, had never
Qx to Ft. Marcy Park and requested WITNESS to draw a map "
thereof so that LIDDY could follow WITNESS' narration. WITNESS

complied, drawing the map on a separate sheet of the spiral pad,
which map LIDDY retained. WITNESS lightly traced the route he

walked in pencil on the map he had drawn.

WITNESS advised further that he walked into the woods to
urinate and noticed something in the bushes to his left. He walked

over to it, thinking it at first to be trash. When he got to within ten
feet of what had attracted his attention, WITNESS states that he

recognized the object as a body. At that point, WITNESS said that he

thought the person might be asleep. He started to walk away, but

then, noticed that the face was swollen, so he moved in close,

stepping to where his foot was within three feet of the man's head

and looked straight down into his face to sec if that was the case. He

found the body of a white male dressed in what he described as an
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expensive suit, jacket missing. The trousers were of gray color, the

shoes black. WITNESS states that he stood over the body for several

minutes, observing it.

According to WITNESS the body was lying on its back on a
"12/12" or 45 degree angle slope, head uphill, body straight, feet

together, hands at its sides, palms open and angled upwards.
WITNESS held his own hands out and demonstrated how the hands

of the body were positioned.

WITNESS states that at the bottom of the slope the brush was

"trampled” as if someone had been walking back and forth at that

spot. At the top of the slope, behind the man-made revetment of

which the slope was a part, was an old cannon, one of at least two in

the park. WITNESS marked the spot on the map he had drawn, then
drew another diagram showing a cross section of the revetment and

the position of the body on the forward slope thereof as he found it.

WITNESS advised further that the body was bloating in the heat.

There were traces of blood -around the nostrils and mouth and flies

were crawling over those areas of the body. The eyes were only

partially closed and were already glazed. On the body's right

shoulder were light purple colored stains of what appeared to be

vomitus induced by death. WITNESS szid he took the stains to be

from what he described as a bottle of "wine cooler” which was lying

to his right a couple of feet away. The body looked as if it had slid

down the slope a bit before coming to rest.
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At this point, LIDDY asked witness if he had seen the published
photograph of what purported to be Mr. Foster's hand with its thumb
in the trigger guard of a handgun. WITNESS stated that he had not
seen such a photograph and appeared surprised, stating that he had POINT 20
observed both the hands of the body and that neither held a gun. He .-

stated that, in his opinion, had a shot been fired, it would have been

heard by the guards across the road at the home of a “rich Saudi POINT 21

Arabian" which building he had observed from near the cannon.

LIDDY pressed witness, asking whether he was sure there was no
fircarm in evidence. WITNESS was emphatic, stating that he had

spent several minutes observing the body closely and there was POINT 22

absolutely no fircarm there. LIDDY then picked up from the table a

_ wristwatch with a8 metal band and inserted his thumb through the
band in the manner LIDDY recalled seeing the thumb in the
published photograph and asked WITNESS again was he sure he saw
no handgun in association with the body in the manner LIDDY
demonstrated. WITNESS stated that he was absolutely positive that
there was no firearm with the body in that or any other fashion.
WITNESS then picked up what appeared to LIDDY to be a rubber

utility glove, light purple in color, and said that that was the color of POTRT 73

the stain on the shoulder of the body.

WITNESS states that he then walked back to his van to drive to a

» ‘ in, WIT
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traced his line of walk, this time back to his van. He pointed out that
his walk took him to a position near and above the Honda
automobile and, as he walked past it, he looked inside. He observed

a suitcoat which matched in color the trousers on the body he had

found. The coat was light gray, appearing to be thrown, not neatly POINT 24

folded, over the back of the seat on the passenger's side. The coat

was barely over the top of the seat-back.

WITNESS thinks he saw a bricfcase on the passenger's side on the
floor, although he is not certain. He stated that he is certain,

however, that there was a "Four pack" of "wine cooler” in there.

WITNESS stated that he observed the interior of the Honda from

POINT 25

approximately eight feet above and twenty-five feet laterally in

distance.

WITNESS re-entered his van, then drove to park headquarters.
There he saw two males dressed in what appeared to him to be park

service uniforms. They were leaning against the tailgate of a truck.

One was sbout fifty years old and black, the other was white and POINT 26

about thirty to thirty-f'ivc years old. From the driver's seat of his

van, he waved to them to come over. The white man came over to

the driver's side of the van. WITNESS asked for access to a

telephone. The park service employece asked him what for?

WITNESS told the employee about his finding of a body and its

location, using the cannon as a reference mark. The employee said POINT 27

that he knew exactly what he was talking about and which cannon to
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look for. WITNESS asked, "Do you mind making the call?” The(Sm )
employee replied, "Not at all." and left. WITNESS says he then left

the park, “praying that they wouldn't get his license platc number. "
LIDDY asked him why and WITNESS replied, “Because I don't want to
end up like that guy I found." He stated that fear was why he had
exacted LIDDY's promise not to reveal his identity. He stated that
LIDDY had his permission to reveal everything he had told him
except his identity. He stated that he decided to come forward to
this extent because the stories that he has been reading about the
body and its discovery are "not right." WITNESS stated that he

chose to disclose his story through LIDDY because he was certain that

LIDDY would never "give him up.”
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Point 1

Point 2

Point 3

Point 4

Liddy Witness

White utility van
proceeding NW on GW
Parkway enters Fort
Marcy Park between
5:30 and 5:45 p.m. on
7/29/93. Witness
states 2 other
vehicles in parking
area.

Small 2-door, Japanese
make car, light blue
or light tan in color,
parked on left in
second or third
parking place.

Other end of parking
spaces second space
from end, to his right
was a white Honda 2-
door, blue interior.

Van driver parked in
middle of lot between
two autos.

Media Summary

Investigative Results

Witness verifies white
van/truck entering Fort
Marcy Park at
approximately 5:30 p.m.

on 7/20/93. Witness
states 2 vehicles
(inclusive of witness

vehicle) in parking area
at time of white
van/truck entering Fort
Marcy.

Foster's car, 4 -door
Accord, light gray color,
parked to 1left of wvan
driver as he pulled into
lot.

White Nissan, 4-door with
blue interior was parked
toward the end of lot and
white wvan did pull in
between both cars, parked
van depends on whether he
pulled in or backed into
space. Witnesses unsure
on this point.

White wvan did park in
middle between Foster's
gray Honda and white
Nissan.

Media reports replete with information re existence of
white van, and approximate time and location of discovery

of Foster body.

However, no available published reports

of location of white van in relationship to two other
parked vehicles at Fort Marcy on 7/20/93.

Point 5

Point 6

Witness states he left
his wvan and began
walking, etc.

Map wunavailable for
review.

Witness believes occupant
left white van/truck for
approximately 10 minutes.

N/A
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Media Summary

With the exception of 1/27/94 NY Post article which was
limited to a schematic of body disposition at time of
discovery, no available published reports of actual map

or schematic of Fort Marcy Park.

Point 7

Point 8

Point 9

Point 10

Walked into woods to
urinate, noticed
something to his left
in bushes; approached
to within 10 feet and
recognized it as body.

Witness states that he
thought the person
might be asleep.

Face was swollen and
witness moved within
three feet, looking
straight down into
face.

Expensive suit, gray
trousers, jacket
missing black shoes.

Media Summary

Would have had to have
walked 735 feet from
parking lot thru lightly
wooded area up several
steep hills to reach site

of body. Would have had
to been standing in
fairly clear area

directly in front of or
in «close proximity to
cannon to have possibly
noticed body.

Investigation reflects
that body was found in
position where possible
to interpret Foster was
asleep.

Face does not appear
swollen in photos taken
by USPP at scene. If
witness moved to within 3
feet, he would have been
standing on top of beam
directly in front of
cannon and if he 1looked
down he would have been
looking directly into
Foster's face.

Dark blue suit, jacket
had been 1left in car,
black shoes.

1/27/94 NY Post article quotes paramedic Gonzales "body
was laid out perfectly as in a coffin." NY News report
of 3/14 states "to onlookers Foster looked to be asleep."
Gonzalez also quoted as stating "the face was white and
pale and only a thin trickle of blood oozed from one

2
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corner of his mouth. No available published reports
regarding "swollen face." Only published death scene
photograph of Foster limited to right hand to slightly
above wrist, with thumb protruding through trigger guard
of revolver.

Point 11 Body on back, 45% Body was on back,
angle head uphill body approximately 45% angle,
straight fell together head up hill, body
hands at sides palms straight, feet and 1legs
open and angled were slightly apart,
upward. palms were not open nor

angled upward. They were
facing inward toward the
body.

Media Summary

1/27/94 NY Post article contains schematic insert
reflecting body discovered lying on its back at 45 degree
angle, head uphill, body straight, feet together and
hands at its side. Paramedic Gonzalez also quoted as
saying that "Foster's arms were resting perfectly
straight alongside his body." Neither published crime
scene photo or media text reflects any information that

palms were opened or angled upwards.

over those areas.

Point 12 Brush at Dbottom of Park is criss-crossed
slope was trampled as with rough paths and spot
if someone had been where body was found was
walking back and one of these rough paths
forth. that proceeded from top

of beam to bottom and
then into woods.

Point 13 At top of slope was an Cannon was located at top
old cannon, one of at of slope or manmade beam
least two in park and was one of two

cannons in park.

Point 14 Body was Dbloated in Body was not bloated.
the heat.

Point 15 Traces of blood around Blood from right nostril
nostrils and mouth and right side of mouth
with flies crawling had drained down right

side of face and flies
were observed 1in death
photos and by police.
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Point 16

Point 17

Point 18

Point 19

Eyes partially closed
and glazed.

On body's right
shoulder were 1light
purple-colored stains
of what appeared to be
vomit.

Bottle of "wine
cooler" 1lying to his
right a couple of feet
away .

Body 1looked 1like it
had slid down the
slope a bit.

Media Summary

Accurate.

Blood stains (rusty red
color) on shirt, right
shoulder.

There was no wine cooler
bottle recovered at scene
by USPP.

Slope of beam was steep
enough that this
impression could have
been valid.

1/27 NY Post article quotes paramedic Gonzales as stating
"only a thin trickle of blood oozed from one corner of

the mouth." U.s.

Park Policeman Fonshill states

"everything including Foster's white shirt was really
neat with no blood on it."
devoid of any reference to traces of blood around the
nostrils, presence of flies, or whether eyes were open or
Similarly, media reports devoid of any mention
of light purple stains on body's right shoulder.

glazed.

Point 20

Point 21

Had observed both
hands and neither held
a gun.

Had shot been fired,
it would have ©been
heard by guards across
road at home of Saudi
prince which building
he had observed £from
near the cannon.

4

Available media reports

From point witness claims
he was standing, gun in
right hand would have
been difficult to see
because of thick summer
foliage and gun was
partially concealed by
Foster's hand and side of
body.

Shot would probably not
have been heard; heavy
traffic on Chain Bridge
Road, the dense summer
foliage and weapon in
mouth would have muffled
the shot. Saudi prince
residence is 1located on
Chain Bridge Road, across
from Fort Marcy Park,
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approximately several
hundred yards from body
and could have been seen

near the cannon.

Media Summary

1/27/93 NY Post article references an unidentified
prominent forensic pathologist and a former NYCPD
homicide detective who stated that normally when a person
commits suicide, the gun doesn't end up in their hand.
Also, in a separate NY Post article, it is mentioned that
directly down a gully from death scene is front yard of

a home undergoing major construction.

(Article makes no

mention of Saudi ambassador as the owner.)

Point 22

Point 23

Point 24

Witness stated he
spent several minutes
observing the body
closely and there was
absolutely no firearm.

Witness uses a 1light
purple rubber utility
glove to describe the
stain on shoulder.

Witness observed in
car he previously
described as a white
Honda, blue interior,
a light gray suitcoat
matching colors of
trousers on body
thrown over back seat,
passenger side.

It witness, as previously
stated, moved to within 3
feet of head and this was
his point of observation,
he could have @easily
missed the gun in right
hand because of heavy
foliage and fact that
hand and side of body
partially concealed gun,
especially when looking
down at body from top of
beam. To clearly have
seen gun, one would have
to move down the slope
and attempt to keep his
balance on the steep
incline.

Blood stains (rusty red
in color) on right shirt
shoulder.

Foster's dark blue suit
coat was on front
passenger seat of his
auto (gray Honda) with
W hit e Hous e
identification found
under coat.
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Point 25

Thinks there was a

briefcase in white
Honda on passenger
side on the floor.

Certain there was a
"four-pack" of wine
coolers.

Media Summary

Foster car had dark blue
suit jacket on front

passenger seat; no
briefcase. Witnesses in
white Nissan, blue

interior, did have wine
coolers in car and when
they 1left car parked to
walk in wooded area, male
passenger left his dark
blue blazer and briefcase
in car.

New York News article states that first thing USPP
noticed upon arriving at Fort Marcy was that Foster had

left his suit jacket behind in the car.
credentials in the pocket.

car with the doors unlocked.
available.

Point 26

Point 27

Witness drove to Park
Headquarters, saw two
men in park service
uniform, one a BM,
approximately 50 years
old, second a WM,
approximately 35 years
old, 1leaning against
tailgate. Spoke to
them from his wvan and
WM came to van.

Witness asks for a
phone and tells park
employees about
finding a body, using
the cannon as a
reference mark.

Media Summary

White House

His wallet was also in the
No other descriptive data

Accurate in all details.

Both Park employees
confirm this, except they
claim van driver did not
ask for phone but asked
to call authorities.

No available media accounts reflect specific details of
contact with two U.S. Park employees by driver of white

varn.
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The Clinton administration has a full-blown scandal on its
hands, with accounts of document shredding, the subpoena
of top officials and the resignation of the White House
counsel. Was it a cover-up—or just plain bungling?

HE INSTRUCTIONS TO WHITE
l House aides in the Friday-eve-
ning memo were chillingly specif-
ic. All computer records were 10
be preserved. No “burn bag:.”
normally used to handle papers
earmarked for destruction. would
be removed. “If vou have any

document is called for . . . .” wrote deputy presi-
dential counsel Joel Klein. “vou must save it.”
The Whitewater affair entered a new and po-
tentially explosive realm last week. Suddenly,
‘e mind-numbing tales of obscure land dealings

ind state-capital intrigue are something more :

darmingly recognizable. Each day’s revelations
nfolded with queasy familiarity. carrving hints
f cover-up: stories of shredded documents: sub-
oenas served on presidential aides: talk of con-
Tessional hearings: the forced resignation of the
Vhite House counsel. whose parting letter to the
resident snipes bitterly at *. . . those who do not
nderstand. nor wish to understand. the role and
bligations of a lawver." It all finally raises the
uestion: is Whitewater a chronic case of politi-
al ineptitude and inattention to appearances. or
1e biggest legal mess to enmesh the White
louse since Iran-contra? Or is it both?
Inside the administration there is a looming
:nse that its entire domestic agenda is at risk. At
time when the president's health-care-reform
‘an is facing serious setbacks. questions involv-
g Hillary Rodham Clinton's Whitewater role
age 24) have diminished her effectiveness as its
ost passionate defender. A messy series of con-
essional hearings now appears inevitable.
emocrats on the Hill have told the administra-
n that holding off Republican demands any

FOIA #;ro

doubt about whether a particular

| longer would jeopardize Clinton's legislative
; plan. The only question, says one top aide, is
; “how open-ended the hearings will be. and
i whether the Republicans will learn from the
i Democrats’ mistakes on Iran-contra.” Those
; mistakes include granting immunity in exchange
© for testimony., a strategy that compromised crim-
 inal prosecution of Iran-contra figures. As the
: week wore on, glum aides worried about how
| they would afford pricev criminal attorneys. The
. New York Times editorialized that it had not
i seen such casual disregard for ethics since the
¢ Nixon era. “That.” said one senior White House
; official. “went through my gu: like a sharp knife.”

So far. no one has proven any criminal wrong-
doing. But with a three-vear lease on a Little Rock

i office, a burgeoning staff of ambitious prosecutors

and a grand jury in Arkansas ready to hear evi-
dence. special counsel Robert Fiske has made it
clear that he intends to pursue the case wherever
it might lead. As Klein's directive circulated on
Friday night. FBI agents acting on Fiske's orders
served six senior Clinton aides and folir current
and former Treasury Department officials with
subpoenas to appear in federal court on Thursday.
Those summoned include some of the president’s
top advisers, like deputy chief of staff Harold
Ickes and Treasury Deputy Secretary Roger Alt-
man. Another subpoena called for any informa-
tion on what appears to be a series of grossly

! inappropriate contacts between White House

aides and federal investigators examining Madi-
son Guaranty, the Arkansas S&L that foundered
in 1989. Its former owner, James McDougal, was
Bill and Hillary Clinton's partner in Whitewater,
the unsuccessful vacation-home development on
northern Arkansas's White River. Fiske's volley
of subpoenas came as Whitewater claimed its first

{ Washington casualty: presidential counsel Ber-
" nard Nussbaum. The former Wall Street litigator.

a principal plaver in a string of political

misadventures from Zoé Baird to the fir-

ings in the White House trave] office. final-
mgtb:.‘gi' ary Clinton.

1t is possible Fiske may vet come up with

hard proof that the Clintons knew of funds

~  pate 494
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passing illegallv from Madison to Whitewa-
ter or to Clinton's 1954 gubernatorial re-
election campaign. The Clintons also could
conceivablv face civil actions stemming
from Madison's losses, or back taxes on
Whitewater land transactions. And the
First Lady’s stature will almost certainly be
tarnished by her decision to represent her
friend and Whitewater partner James Mc-
Dougal before a state regulator appointed
by her husband. But far more troubling than
any Whitewater revelations have been the
White House's attempts to conceal and
control the story. Like a string of adminis-
trations before them. the Clintonites ig-
nored the cardinal rules of Washington
scandal management: dispose of damaging

- information early, and don'’t look as if you
have something to hide.

HE MOST STARTLING NEW REVELA-
tions involve Little Rock’s Rose
Law Firm, where Mrs. Clinton was
a partner from 1977 to 1992. Once
a staid and respected white-shoe
practice, it is looking more like a real-
life version (minus the mob ties and may-
hem) of Bendini. Lambert & Locke., John
Grisham’s fictional firm set 140 miles to the
east in Memphis, Tenn., where document
shredding and overbilling of clients were
prevailing practices. According to The New
York Times. a Rose courier told a Little
Rock grand jurv that he and a colleague
used a shredder in the firm's basement ear-
lier this vear to destroy files belonging to
Whitewater’s most tragic figure—form
Rose partner and White House counsel
Vincent Foster. Before his death by suicide
last July (a finding also being reviewed by
Fiske|. Foster had handled a variety of pri-
vate legal matters for the Clintons. includ-
ing the sale of their interest in Whitewater.

The account described how document
dumping at the firm accelerated as Clinton
edged closer to the presidency. Rose manag-
ing partner Ronald Clark said it was to pro-
tect clients from reporters caught scaveng-
ing trash behind the firm's building. Law
firms shred documents all the time. for rea-
sons no moré than to free up stor-
age space. Rosesavs the onlv Foster-related
documents destroved were internal materi-
als such as notes from firm committee meet-
ings. But given the circumstances of Foster’s
suicide and the suspicion surrounding it.
why rush to shred anvthing at all? According
tothe Times account of the courier’s testimo-
ny. the shredding took place on or around
Jan. 20, when Fiske became special counse.
One of his first moves was to serve notice on
Rose that all documents relating to Foster be
preserved. If relevant documents were de-
stroved after Fiske's order. the firm could be
in serious trouble. Clark would not return
phone calls.

Rose took another hit last week when The
Washington Post reported that the firm is
Associate Attornev General

@3@@)@@@&&#010513&%?&?'&153&” an ex-partner. for over

billing clients. Hubbell. Clinton's golfing
buddy and the third-ranking official at the ¢
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e Administration’s judgment is in question again as
1e special counsel fires a volley of subpoenas

+ RICHARD LACAYO

ILL CLINTON HAS ALWAYS MOD-
vled himself after John F. Kenne-
dy. But as the \Whitewater scandal
vontinues to plague him. it is in-
-reasingh the fading memories of
Richard Nixon that keep cropping
yin the White House. The current scan-
Jd seems to lack any of the deep serious-
'ss of Watergate. but the handling of the
iestions still hanging over the strange lit-
*land deal in Arkansas 16 vears ago has
oduced an outsize shadow of doubt over
¢ Administration—and prompted the
signation of a member of the President’s
d First Ladv’s inner circle.

The latest problem arose late Friday af-
noon. when the phone rang in the office
associate White House counsel William

Kennedy I11. On the other end
was an FB1 official. calling to tell
him that subpoenas ordered by

special counsel Robert Fiske

were about to be served on six
White House officials and three
Treasury  Department staff
members. Kennedv brought the
bad news to chief of staff Mack
McLarty, who gathered five of
the targeted aides in the coun-
sel's office at 6 to await the
subpoenas.
The documents bore some
of the Administration’s biggest

nam:s. including White House counsel
Berr ard Nussbaum. senior adviser Bruve
Lindsey, communications dircctir \Lak
Gearan and deputy chief of st.¢ Harold
Ickes. They were ordered to Fed:-1.l Dis-
trict Court in Washington to provide testi-
mony for a grand jury in Little Rewl. Atjs-
sue is a series of meetings betwesz1, White
House aides and Treasury Departimcnt of-
ficials connected to the Whitewater inves-
tigation. Another subpoena ordcied the
White House to preserve anv evidence re-
lating to the meetings. Deputy cutinset Jocl
Klein immediately barred the destruction
of computer records or the rerovad of am
burn bags and trash containe .

The subpoenas were oie . the most

- embarrassing developmen!- vet. At a time

when the President is lexinz ground o
health-care reform. hi< Administration’s
bobbling of the investization brought on
a week of painful disclosures. the ¥pi at
the White House door—and Nusshaum's
resignation.

His departure. effective irnil 5, be-
came official in an exchange .f ietters with
the President. Nusshaum blamed “those
who do not understand. nor wish to under-
stand the role and obligations of a law-
ver ...” Clinton more diplomatically nat-
ed. "\We have worked together in Washinz-
ton at a time when serving is hard.”

Prodded by stories in the Washington
Post. the White House had acknowledged a
few days earlier that Treasun Department

. officials had met twice with Nussbaun and

other Administration aides for the unusual
< purpose of discussing the progress of a f.-d-
* eral investigation of the Madison Guarant

LTS
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Savings & Loan. Madison Guaranty is the
failed Arkansas thrift once owned by James
McDougal. the Clintons’ partner in the
Whitewater real estate development. Dep-
uty Treasury Secretarv Roger Altman, act-
ing head of the Resolution Trust Corpora-
tion, admitted to the Senate banking
committee that he had briefed Nussbaum
and other top aides on the probe.

The most ill-advised contact was in late
September, when Nussbaum met with
Jean Hanson. general counsel at the Trea-
sury Department. She told him that the
RTC, the agency charged with cleaning up
the S&L mess, would soon send a request
to the Justice Department asking for a
criminal investigation of Madison. Though
the request does not charge the Clintons
with wrongdoing. it names them as possi-
ble beneficiaries of illegal Madison trans-
actions. For a regulatory body to dis-
close such a matter to anyv of the
parties involved is a considerable de-
parture from standard practice, to say
nothing of a spectacular instance of
bad political judgment.

At a second meeting in October,
Nussbaum was joined by Gearan;
Lindsey, a top Clinton aide who was
the chief explainer of Whitewater;
and Josh Steiner. Treasury Secretary
Llovd Bentsen's chief of staff. Ac-
cording to Gearan. thev discussed
how best to respond to press ques-
tions about Whitewater,

Faced with something that ap-
proached a regular kaffeeklatsch
linking the White House with agen-
cies looking into \Whitewater, an em-
barrassed Clinton insisted at mid-
week that “no one has actually done
anvthing wrong” but nonetheless
added. “I think it would be better if
the meetings and conversations
hadn’t occurred.” The President or-
dered McLarty to issue a rule to se-
nior Administration officials about \White-
water chats with federal regulators: Don't
have them or. before vou do. clear them
with me.

N ADDITION TO THE SUBPOENAS TO
Nussbaum. Lindsey and Gearan, who
attended one or all of the meetings.
and Ickes. who has Jatel been han-
dling \Whitewater damage control for
the White House. two others went to
aides of Hillary Rodham Clinton. Her chief
of staff. Maggie Williams. attended at least
one meeting. Press secretary Lisa Caputo
had heard last fall from: an RTC official
about press inquiries involving the case.
Four more subpoenas went to former
entsen aide Jack Delore and Altman.
138 Pagendht Treasun.
Senate Republicans could hardly con-
tain ‘mei\)e as Whitewater appeared to
rn into

Iz

ind of consuming issue that — —. .
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had been forced out. and from a dwindling

. . paralyzes an Administration: 43..G.O.P.
) ez -,
number of supporters. However, fed w™

% members promised that until the jate
{ banking committee holds hearings v the
" suspect meetings. they will block the Ad-
. ministration’s nomination of Ricki Tigert
to head the Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation. “You're asking for big. big
- trouble and showing some stunningly bad
judgment when vou start mixing politics
* with law enforcement.” clucked Senate mi-
nority leader Bob Dole.
This realization came too late to Nuss-
* baum. who brought to Washington the tru-
! culent manner of a big-city courtroom liti-
* gator and the political instincts of a country
* parson. His involvement in several notable
\hite House debacles. including the trav-
el-office uproar. the extended search for an
_ Attorney General and the choice of an easi-
- Iy targeted Lani Guinier for a top Justice

P A e

Department post. earned him the reputa-
. tion of a Beltway naif and worse. Until last

week the most serious charges against him
involved his actions after the apparent sui-
cide last vear of White House lawyer Vin-
cent Foster. when Nussbaum interfered in
investigators attempts to examine Foster’s
office and removed some records. includ-
ing files pertaining to \Whitewater. It was
an odd notion of propriety for a man who

of the House Watergate committee.

As soon as news of the Nussbaum meet-
ings with Treasury officials emerged. pres-
sure built within the White House to dump
him. By last Friday. Clinton’s most influen-
tial advisers—McLarty, David Gergen.
George Stephanopoulos and Vice Presi-
dent Al Gore—all agreed he had to go.

For a while. there was resistance from

. Nussbaum. who wanted the resignation
postponed to avoid the appearance that he

FOIA # none (URTS 16306) Docld: 70105138 Page 16

with Washington and its rough handling o.
her husband. Nussbaum’s wife Toby was
relieved to see him leave the job. On Friday
afternoon. tellingly. Clinton passed up two
opportunities to defend Nussbaum in pub-

. Yic. That evening he called his old friend

into the Oval Office to discuss how the

- deed would be done. A reluctant Nuss-

baum agreed to go. His view, as a senior

. \Vhite House official put it, was Tl be the
. lightning rod. I'll take the hits”

So far. the damage has not reached
Treasury Secretary Bentsen. Scrambling
to distance himself from the rising muck.
he ordered his employees to have no more
contact with the White House about \White-
water and asked the Office of Government

. Ethics to review the earlier contacts.

When the Whitewater focus
wasn't on Nussbaum, it turned toward
the Rose Law Firm of Little Rock.
where Foster, the First Lady. Asso-
ciate Attorney General Webster Hub-
bell and White House lawyer Kenne-
dv were all once partners. known
collectively as “the Famous Four”
Last week the firm added to the
\Whitewater saga that piece of office
equipment vital to any full-fledged
political scandal: a shredder. The
New York Times reported that a col
lege student who works at Rose tolc
the federal grand jury convened b
Fiske that in late January he and an-
other employee were ordered to shrec
a box of documents that appeared t
have come from the files of Foster
whose legal work on behalf of the
Clintons included handling the sale o
" their parts of the \Whitewater acreage
The story was denied by representa-
tives of the firm. who had some logic
on their side: Would they select a part-
time college kid to deep-six somzthing

t really damaging when they could have done
i the deed themselves® That flap followed in
! the wake of a Washington Post report that
: Hubbell was the subject of an internal in-
* vestigation by his old firm into alleged over-
* billing of clients, including the RTc. Hubbel:
. denied any wrongdoing. and was stoutly de-
. fended by Attorney General Janet Reno.

In the tangled Whitewater case. even

i what seemed like settled questions keep
id his first stint in Washington on the staff
. District Court in New York. Fiske let it be
. known that his investigation will also re-

coming unsettled. In a letter filed in U.S.

examine the conclusion that Foster's death

: last year wasa suicide. He asked the court
" to keep the reports secret until his probe is
" completed. But if last week is any indica-

tion. the steady drip. drip, drip of Whitc-

" water disclosures is likely to afflict the Clir.-

tons for months to come. —Reported by
Nina Burleigh, James Carney, Julie Johnson and
Suneel Ratan/Washington
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Conspiracy of hunches that Foster was killed by drug smuggling
Navy officials. (08/05/93 The New York Daily News, George
Rush)

Additional Questions from The New York Post

45)

46)

47)

48)

49)

50)

51)

52)

Why was the death so quickly deemed a suicide? (01/27/94 The
New York Post, Christopher Ruddy, "Doubts raised over Foster's
Suicide")

If Foster used his thumb to pull the trigger, why then did the
gun end up clutched in his hand? (01/31/94 The New York Post,
Christopher Ruddy, "More Questions about Foster's Suicide")

Why would Foster choose to die in Fort Marcy Park? (01/31/94
The New York Post, Christopher Ruddy, "More Questions about
Foster's Suicide")

Was Swan's call the only call made to 911 that reported
Foster's body? (01/31/94 The New York Post, Christopher
Ruddy, "More Questions about Foster's Suicide")

Why didn't the Park Police take impressions of footprints
around Foster's body? (03/07/94 The New York Post,
Christopher Ruddy, "Cops made Photo Blunder at Foster Death
Sight")

Di Maio said it was virtually impossible to have an
indentation on a thumb from a singe depression of a trigger.
(02/17/94 The New York Post, Christopher Ruddy, "Top Docs Cast
Doubt on Foster Suicide")

Experts maintained that there is no test that proves that the
powder burns on Foster's hands match the powder that was found
in his mouth. (02/17/94 The New York Post, Christopher Ruddy,
"Top Docs Cast Doubt on Foster Suicide")

Was there a man in a white van that reported Foster's body to
Swan? The man that Liddy interviewed fits Swan's description.
(04/18/94 The New York Post, Christopher Ruddy, "No Foster
Gun?")

FOIA # none (URTS 16306) Docld: 70105138 Page 17
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"Doubts raised over
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"More Questions about
Foster’s Suicide")
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"More Questions about
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(01/31/94 The New York
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"More Questions about
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"Cops made Photo Blunder at
Foster Death Sight")

(02/17/94 The New York
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"Top Docs Cast Doubt on
Foster Suicide")

(02/17/94 The New York
Post, Christopher Ruddy,

Foster’s death?

Conspiracy of hunches that
Foster was killed by drug
smuggling Navy officials.

Why was the death so
quickly deemed a suicide?

If Foster used his thumb to
pull the trigger, why then
did the gun end up clutched
in his hand?

Why would Foster choose to
die in Fort Marcy Park?

Was Swan’s call the only
call made to 911 that
reported Foster’s body?

Why didn’t the Park Police
take impressions of
footprints around Foster’s
body?

Di Maio said it was
virtually impossible to
have an indentation on a
thumb from a singe
depression of a trigger.

Experts maintained that
there is no test that
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"Top Docs Cast Doubt on proves that the powder

Foster Suicide") burns on Foster’s hands
match the powder that was
found in his mouth.

(04/18/94 The New York Was there a man in a white
Post, Christopher Ruddy, van that reported Foster’s
"No Foster Gun?") body to Swan? The man that

Liddy interviewed fits

Swan'’s description.
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HEADLINE: Furtive Foster report
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BODY:
From the beginning much about the Vincent Foster death didn't make sense.

2 talented lawyer, the bosom friend of President Clinton and first lady
Hillary Rodham Clinton, sneaks away from his White House office in midday and is
found dead five hours later in a park on the Virginia side of the Potomac River.
Within hours, the White House declares the death a suicide, and Mr. Clinton
claims to reporters he can't understand why his friend took his life.

on Jan. 27, an investigative report by Christopher Ruddy of the New York
Post challenged the suicide verdict and raised questions that must be answered
by the special counsel probing the Clintons' affairs. Mr. Ruddy invested
reportorial shoe leather and talked with eyewitnesses who had not previously
been quoted in the press. These were two Park Police officers and an ambulance
driver who responded to a 911 call reporting that there was a body in the park.
A fourth was Kory Ashford, a technician who helped remove the body. Here's what
they told Mr. Ruddy.

* Mr. Foster was found lying on his back on the side of a hill, his feet
pointing downward with his arms "resting perfectly st de his body."
George Gonzalez, the ambulance driver, ought strqggg_gggg_;he,beéy—was~lai§
out perfectly, "as if—in—a-ceffin forensic and homicide experis said this
indicated M Foste 2 ot while sitting or—lyingon the ground n_wh

qg;;/;he/spent_nullet—might,haue_heen_faunﬁ_negggyﬂ The Park Police say no
butlét was found; they concluded he shot himself while standing and the bullet

disappeared in the woods.

* A gun was in his right hand, his fingers wrapped around the grip. A

prominent forensic pathologist commented}_1NQ:mQllXL_!EE&_gIgggﬁgg_ggfgiES

suicide, the gun doesnot-end up in their hand. If the individu pping

%2%ég%%z:%hat_ﬂnuld_leaé—4x»4#ﬁ5Aa5g}43mu;4E&ﬁuigaf?RmﬁRnnsjput*the~gun~in%gi§_
nd," etective said, "It's hard to explain how he shot himself, putting—the

barrel in at a right angle to his arm, fired it, and had it land still in his
hand at his side." i

* The eyewitnesses saw little blood. Mr. Gonzalez saw only a "thin
trickle” oozing from one corner of his mouth. Mr. Ashford, the technician,
didn't remember seeing any blood, nor could he recall seeing an exit wound.
Officer Fornshill, who was the first to see the body, said everything was very
neat, and there was no blood on Mr. Foster's shirt.
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* Even the gun appeared clean, although it was presumed to have been fired
with the barrel inside Mr. Foster's mouth.

Mr. Gonzalez told Mr. Ruddy that the first officers to arrive declared Mr.
Foster a suicide after only a cursory look at the scene. New York homicide
officers told Mr. Ruddy they would not have reached a conclusion so quickly,
because killers often try to disguise murders as suicides.

ark Police officials have been reluctant to speak about the case, and there

are a5oF contradictions in the accounts they have given. _On Jan. 147—
Ma Robe Park ce s that there was no exit- >

He also said a ball
fom the gun in his hand.

ound in Mr. Foster's head.

had proven that the

A week later, Maj. Hines told Mr. Ruddy exactly the opposite - that indeed
there was an exit wound, and that the bullet had not been found. Kory Ashford,
who helped put Mr. Foster's body into a body bag, told Mr. Ruddy, "I can't
even recall an exit wound," noting that in such case there was usually a "mess"
under the victim’s head. Maj. Hines also told us and Mr. Ruddy that the D.C.
Metropolitan Police Department laboratory had done the ballistics test, but a
D.C. police ballistics expert told Mr. Ruddy that was untrue.

The Park Police have refused to release their case reports, which should
include results of the autopsy, a ballistics test and a gunshot residue test.
We asked for them under the Freedom of Information Act weeks ago. Maj. Hines
told us that his office was willing to release the information but release had
been delayed because other agencies had to clear the report. He said all the
clearances had been obtained and that the report would soon be released. That
was on Jan. 14. More than six months after Mr. Foster's death, the report
still has not been released, and Maj. Hines is not returning our phone calls.

This delay and obfuscation has fueled suspicions that the Foster death was
something more than a simple suicide caused by depression. These suspicions
could have been forestalled and they could now be allayed by an expeditious
release of all the reports, including the autopsy and the tests, unless the
investigation was bungled completely. Mr. Ruddy's story indicates that it was
bungled, perhaps deliberately. But experts we have interviewed say the position
of the body, the paucity of blood, the hand gripping the gun are all unusual,
but they don't prove that Mr. Foster did not shoot himself.

It is possible that the White House did not want a thorough professional
investigation of Mr. Foster's death for fear it would lead to exposure of
documents the Clintons were desperate to conceal. The cover-up has given rise
to dark suspicions that what is being concealed is something far worse.

Reed Irvine is chairman of Accuracy in Media. Joe Goulden is AIM's director
of media analysis.
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HEADLINE: Revisiting Foster's death for answers
BYLINE: Martin Anderson

BODY :
When Vincent Foster, top White House adviser and one of President Clinton's

closest friends, was found shot to death in an obscure federal park in Virginia
on July 20, 1993, shock waves ran through Washington.

Reports that a bullet was fired into his mouth ruled out an accident. The
only two possibilities were suicide or murder.

As late as two days after his death Dean St. Dennis, a spokesman for the
Justice Department, said they were "looking carefully at the possibility, a slim
possibility, that he was murdered.”

But the murder of a White House senior adviser is monstrous to even
contemplate. As the horror of that possibility began to sink in, most people,
quite understandably, shied away from it.

Facts and clues that did not point toward suicide were shunted aside.
Questions that should have been asked were not asked. Mr. Foster's death was
officially ruled a suicide.

Now, Six months later, Christopher Ruddy, a New York Post reporter, has
intz;z}ewéé the men who handled Mr. Foster's body.

eorge Gonzalez was the first rescue worker to reach Mr. Foster's body and
he recalled that some things were "strange."

“%Tﬁ;/face was white and pale, and only a thin trickle of blocd oozed from
one corner of his mouth,” Mr. GConzalez said. *"Usually a suicide by gunshot is
a mess."

/E/Kg;y Ashford, who helped place Mr. Foster's remains in a body bag, said he
did not remember seeing any blood, adding, "I can't even recall an exit wound."

Lﬁﬁé Kevin Fornshill, the first police officer on the death scene, recalls
that everything, including Vincent Foster's white shirt, "was really neat," with
no blood on it.

vMr. Gonzalez also found it odd that Mr. Foster's body was lying on a

gently sloping hill, perfectly straight, his arms neatly by his side, an old
Colt revolver in his hang.
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lf'irt ally no blood. A clean white shirt. No evidence of an exit wound.
Y5 body lying perfectly straight. All witnessed by three credible
rofessionals.

This may not prove murder. Such circumstances could have resulted from a
suicide.

But questions concerning Mr. Foster's death do remain in the minds of some.
a 1913 Colt, a collector's item.

The revolver that supposedly killed-him was
How did Mr. Foster get the gun? Was it his? -

The Park Police, who investigated Mr. Foster's death and ruled it a
suicide, said the D.C. police tested the Colt revolver and confirmed it was the
gun that killed Mr. Foster. George Wilson, the head of the D.C. police
ballistics unit, said recently that was not the case.

Immediately after Mr. Foster's body was discovered, his wood-paneled office
on the second floor of the West Wing of the White House was checked out by White
House aides, who took several boxes of files, including the Whitewater files.

Robert Fiske, the special counsel appointed to probe the whitewater
financial collapse, has indicated he also intends to look into events
surrounding the death of Mr. Foster.

Mr. Fiske should give Mr. Foster's death top priority, engage the
country's top homicide investigators, and make sure Mr. Foster's death was, in
fact, a suicide.

There is more to be gained than seeing justice done.

Martin Anderson, a senior adviser on the president's Economic Policy
Advisory Board during the Reagan administration, is now a senior fellow at the
Hoover Institution at Stanford University.
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HEADLINE: Doesn't Take Much: Hair-Trigger Market Shoots Self in Foot Over Wild
Rumors

BYLINE: Kathie O'Donnell

BODX:

Apparently baseless rumors suggesting foul play in the death of wh@te House
eputy counsel Vincent W. Foster helped send gold prices up and municipal and
reasury bond prices down yesterday.

*It's ludicrous," one observer said, adding, however, that the bond markets
are poised to sell off on anything these days.

“The market wés set up so that if Willie Mays dropped a fly ball the markets
would sell off," he said. Wire reports yesterday said the White House denied the
rumors.

A municipal trader said tax-exempts lost roughly 3/4 points on "rumor and
speculation.”

Another trader said: "The bid side is more or less evaporated. I'd say it's
down anywhere from 1/2 to a point." His comments came earlier in afternoon.

An analyst said dollar bonds were down 5/8 points overall, with some as much
as 1ai{8 points lower. Yields on high-grade issues rose seven basis points
over .

"Activity was moderate with very big wanteds and bid lists combined,* he
said. 2 ;

The Treasury's 30-year bond fell more than 1 1/2 points to yield 6.96%.
According one account, the bond markets sold off on a rumor that allegedly

got started last Tuesday when New York Post Reporter Christopher Ruddy called
the office of Sen. Daniel P. Moynihan, D-N.Y.

Ruddy allegedly inquired about whether Moynihan knew of an alleged
nsafehouse" kept by Clinton insiders. While the Moynihan staffer Ruddy talked to
apparently offered no information, Ruddy allegedly pressed on with questions
about whether Foster's body could have been moved from the "safe house.™ ‘

The reporter's probe apparently fueled rumors on Capitol Hill that snowballed
as each day passed. The rumor then was said to find it's way into a
well-respected newsletter, Washington-based Johnson Smick International, which
explained it with qualifications. Editors for the publication could not be
reached for comment.
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One versio

the rumor, said to be making its way around Capitol Hill, has

nPhis is the rumor ... it sounds crazy," the account said.

T

Another rumor heard by one trader yesterday was that some FBI officials had
said Foster's death was not a suicide. An FBI spokeswoman declined commgnt on
the matter, and said that the bureau is not handling the investigation into

Foster's death.

With yesterday's sharp losses and the weakness seen in recent weeks, Kendrick
D. Anderson, a group vice president at Duff & Phelps, was asked what it will
take to get the market back on track.

"I think it's going to take some clarification of the international trade
situation," Anderson said.

Among negatives currently operating in the market, Anderson cited
strengthening pace of the U.S. recovery and signs of rising inflation,
particularly in the agricultural sector. If the Midwest doesn't see a strong
growing season, price pressures are likely to escalate, he saigd.

what happens in Japan will play a major role in bond market performance.

"In my mind, the key thing right now that is affecting the market is the
Japanese trade situation," he said.

While noting recent headway between the United States and Japan with regard
to cellular telephones, Anderson cautioned that a trade war would probably
prompt Japanese investors to dump U.S. Treasuries. Until the trade question is
answered, investors are likely to proceed cautiously, he said.

“It's going to keep the traders from going long,"™ Anderson said.

Specific to municipals, the analyst sees municipals becoming significantly
more attractive to Treasuries by arcund September 15.

While investors facing higher tax bills may liquidate some of their
investments initially to pay the government, not long after they're likely to be
singing the same tune, Anderson said. -

vIt's kind of like Mick Jagger - 'Gimme Shelter,' " he said, adding that they
will probably buy municipals.

Anderson said, however, that the rally will take time because many people
have not prepared their taxes yet and still do not know how much they owe.

"ITt's not a process that occurs instantaneously,"” he said.

Yesterday, Standard & Poor's The Blue List was §1.65 billion, up $83 million.
This marked the first increase in 10 days. Yesterday's visible supply is $4.9
billion, up $73 million. That's the highest since Feb. 8, when it was $5.03
billion. The June MOB spread was negative 425 yesterday, compared with 434 on
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HEADLINE: Tabloids war over death of Foster
BYLINE: Rod Dreher; THE WASHINGTON TIMES

BODY:
The investigation into the death of White House Deputy Counsel vincent W.
Foster Jr. has become a battleground in New York City's never-ending tabloid

war‘

"only in New York," joshed a Manhattan-based political reporter who seemed
amused and repelled by the tabloids' cheek.

On Monday, the New York Daily News ran a cover story by columnist Mike
McAalary proclaiming "Case Closed" in the Foster inguiry. According to the Daily
News, which cited anonymous "investigators," Whitewater-Madison special counsel
Robert B. Fiske Jr. has accepted the U.S. Park Police report on the Foster
death, which called the shooting a suicide.

The Daily News report was a thinly veiled attack on the New York Post, which
has been advancing the Foster story with breaking reports raising guestions
about the apparent suicide.

Today's edition of the Post returns fire, purporting to discredit the Daily
News story by attributing to the Fiske investigator responsible for examining
the Foster case a denial of its Daily News report's central premise.

That investigator, former Manhattan prosecutor Roderick Lankler, told The
Washington Times yesterday that, contrary to the Daily News report, the Fiske
team had "not reached any conclusions" about Mr. Foster's death.

‘The Post also points out several glaring errors in the McAlary columa,
including its using the wrong date for Mr. Foster's death and identifying Mr.
Lankler's first name as "Ronald."

Despite the mistakes, Daily News Editor Lou>Colasuonno stands by the story.

"There may be an editing error in there, but basically the story is solid,"
he said. "There's no doubt that there are a lot of gquestions about what the
White House is up to, [but] there seems to be pretty solid evidence that Foster
killed himself and did it in the park that afternoon."

Despite Mr. Lankler's denial, the Daily News editor offers no retractions.

"Many times in this business, when names are named, people will for the public
record deny, when we know in fact what really happened," he said.
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and so it goes in the tit-for-tat world of the New York tabloids, where
newspapers have to fight for a dwindling readership with whatever weapons they

can find.

"Phe Post takes one position, the Daily News, you can be sure, comes back
with another," said Terry Galway, political reporter for the New York Observer.
"any politician in New York has to know how to play the tabloids against one
another. That's all this is.” '

The Clinton administration seems to understand this. Stung by Post reporter
Christopher Ruddy, who has written several stories raising questions about the
Foster death, the administration or agencies friendly to it appear to be leaking
to the Daily News information supporting its view of the case.

Mr. Galway praised Mr. Ruddy's reporting, but questioned the Post's
practice of putting quotation marks around the word "suicide" in headlines over
Foster-related stories.

"I think that while you may call into question some of the events of that
day, this is over-the-top skepticism," he gaid. "By putting the word suicide in
quotation marks, the Post makes it pretty clear what they think happened.®

Not so, said Post Managing Editor Marc Kalech, who denied a Galway charge
that Post owner Rupert Murdoch, the conservative media barcn, likely ordered the
quotation marks.

: For his part, Mr. Ruddy said how Mr. Foster died is still a mystery to
him. "A lot of journalists are saying this was definitely a suicide. All I'm
saying is there isn't much evidence indicating that," he said.

Some journalists also looking into the Foster case believe Mr. Ruddy is
something of a loose cannon. Others, perhaps remembering how the mainstream

media missed the whitewater story during the 1992 campaign, value his
willingness to make risky judgments.

“Tf he is a loose cannon, I don't think that's ever a bad thing in a
reporter," said Mr. Galway. ;

4
Mr. Ruddy accused the media of not giving the Foster case enough attention.
That is changing now, and he believes the Post can take credit.

“I think they're more carefully scrutinizing things because of us," he said.
"and even if it's proved a suicide, 1t'll be a good thing."
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HEADLINE: Whitewater Tales Roil Market; Bond Plummets 1 1/2 Points
BYLINE: William Pesek Jr.

BODY:
Unsubstantiated rumors that President Clinton might be implicated in the
Whitewater scandal created uncertainty in the global financial markets and

resulted in panic selling of Treasuries.

The government securities market lost ground as concerns about the wWhitewater
affair began to take hold of the marketplace Thursday afternoon. Market
observers said the long end was primarily being pressured by speculation that
Clinton and his wife, Hillary, may be implicated in the wWhitewater real estate
debacle.

Amid fears that the Federal Reserve will tighten credit in the near future,
already nervous market players seized on the rumors and liquidated long
positions. Analysts said the sell-off demonstrated the weak state of the market
and its vulnerability to uncertainty.

The 30-year Treasury bond closed down more than 1 1/2 points yesterday to
yield 6.96%.

One of the rumors traders cited yesterday was that the body of White House
deputy counsel Vincent W. Foster had been found in an apartment used by the
White House for strategy sessions and then moved to Fort Marcy Park in
Arlington, Va.

Traders also cited Johnson Smick International, an influential industry
newsletter, as saying that Rep. Jim Leach, R-Iowa, has information that is

4;ruegedly damaging to the Clinton Administration.

Another rumor heard around the market yesterday was that some officials with
the Federal Bureau of Investigation said Foster's death was not a suicide. an
FBI spokeswoman declined comment on the matter, and said that the bureau is not
handling the investigation into Foster's death.

Foreign accounts unloaded U.S. dollars and government securities yesterday,
fearing that the scandal would reach the White House and pose negative
implications for U.S. financial markets. '

"There is the sense in Europe that Clinton will be implicated in the scandal,
and some people are talking resignation or even impeachment,"” said one
fLondon-based trader for a U.S. primary dealership. "We've seen significant
overseas selling of U.S. dollars and Treasuries, and people are getting out
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Treasury market observers pointed to the softening dollar, weak stock and
gold markets, and the drop in bond prices as proof of selling by international
investors and foreign central banks. Observers also cited the steepening
Treasury yield curve as evidence that investors moved money into the shorter
maturities to avoid volatility at the long end.

nCircumstantial evidence suggests the rumors about Whitewater are sending
flows out of Treasuries, particularly at the long end,” said Michael Moran,
chief economist at Daiwa Securities America International. "The steepening yield
curve, the soft dollar, and stock market suggest that the uncertainty caused by
the reports is sending the market lower.” .

Moran said the bill sector and short Treasury coupons benefited from a flight
to quality as foreign and domestic accounts sold bonds.

Some market players felt investors overreacted to the rumors concerning
President Clinton's involvement in the Whitewater affair. Donald Fine, chief
market analyst at Chase Securities Inc., attributed yesterday's sell-off
grimarily to continued concerns over the strength of the U.S. economy and the

elief that the Fed is poised to tighten credit. "The market was looking for
excuses to sell, and the rumors provided that excuse.," Fine said.

The rumors accelerated the market's early declines Thursday on concerns that
a special survey of U.S. and Canadian purchasing executives conducted by the
National Association of Purchasing Management reflected growing inflationary
pressures in the U.S. economy, observers said.

But the bulk of yesterday's sell-off reflected widespread speculation about
the White House and the whitewater affair.

In Washington, rumors swirled on Capitol Hill that more Whitewater
revelations would be forthcoming to the detriment of the Clinton presidency.

white House press secretary Dee Dee Myers called "not true” the report at the
center of the controversy, issued by the Washington-based consultancy Johnson
Smick International.

Officials at the consultancy firm, run by Manuel Johnson, a former Federal
Reserve vice chairman, and David Smick, a Washington insider and one-time
Congressional aide, could not be reached for comment.

There was no scheduled news briefing by President Clinton, who was in New
York to make appearances on behalf of his anti-crime programs. Last night, he
was scheduled to give a dinner speech to the United Negro College Fund.

"People are definitely talking; this is spreading like wildfire," said one
source who did not wish to be identified. .

The source said Senate Minority Leader Robert Dole, R-Kan., has directed his
staff to prepare an internal memo outlining priorities for Dole in the event he
is made majority leader in the next Congress. The theory i1s that "whitewater
will explode," and Republicans will recapture the Senate 1n the fall
congressional elections, the source said.
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o s Self-Fulfilling Prophecy

- In our initial comments on the
death of Vincent Foster, we remarked
that ‘‘the death by gunshot of a high
White House official is bound to be
troubling” and commended the an-
nounced Justice Department investi-
gation. We added, “A direct appoint-
ment such as special counsel within
Justice would make clear who is in
<harge and directly responsible.”

No such appointment was made, of
course, and it now seems the investi-
gation has fizzled out for want of di-
rection and responsibility. “There is
no investigation being conducted by
the Justice Department,” spokesman
Carl Stern said Monday. Deputy At-
torney General Philip Heymann, pre-
viously announced as the official coor-
dinating the effort, says only that he's
receiving “‘regular reports’ from the
federal Park Police, who discovered
the body in Fort Marcy Park on the
Yirginia side of the Potomac. This is
quite a change from the earlier state-
ment of another Justice spokesman
that the probe would seek ““to find out
vhat the factors were—if it was a sui-
cide—that led to him killing himself.
. Now, Mr. Foster was a member of
the inner circle of the President of the
United States. In his eulogy for his
bovhood friend, the President said
Mr. Foster’s friends found him a
““great protector.”” The White House
counsel's office handles sensitive
presidential issues, for example the
still-uncompleted blind trust for the
first couple’s financial assets.

- Mr. Foster, a first-rate lawyer and
steeled litigator, was suddenly found
dead, apparently killed with an an-
fique handgun. He left no suicide
note. His Arkansas friends do not con-
sider him a likely suicide. Since his
death there have been reports that he
was dispirited in his last few weeks.
But the Washington Times reported
that one anonymous source told it
he'd discussed depression with his
brother-in-law, former Rep. Beryl An-
thony; and that Mr. Anthony re-
sponded, *‘There’s not a damn thing
to it. That’s a bunch of crap.”

* *“He was not ‘chewed up’ by Wash-

ington,” Doug Buford, a Little Rock
lawyer friend of Mr. Foster, told The
Washington Post. ““I resent that sug-
gestion. Vince was such an able man.
I think maybe the incredible pres-
sure, the workload, exhausted him,
and that was part of it. But ulti-
mately, something was badly askew,
something so wrong it could make
him think his three kids could be bet-
ter off without him."”

These circumstances call for a se-
rious investigation, going well beyond
the Park Police’s “routine’ handling
of a corpse. At least so it seems to us,
and at least some others. In a column
concentrating on the personal aspects
of the suicide, the Post’s Meg Green-
field took pains to observe, “I think it
is both necessary and right that the
death be investigated vigorously by
police and Justice Department offi-
cials, as is being done, and also that
the press not ignore the questions
raised by the unaccountable violent
death or turn away from the pursuit
of the answers to them. For there are
clearly identifiable public questions
vet to be answered, one hopes in a
way that will not needlessly or clum-
sily intensify public grief.”

The vigorous investigation has not
taken place, and apparently will not.
White House counsel Bernard Nuss-
baum sorted through Mr. Foster’s pa-
pers, removing any that fell under at-
torney-client privilege with the Presi-
dent, and gave us his word that noth-
ing shed light on the suicide. So
nothing will be done to tell the public
why so sensitive an official took his
own life, or for that matter, reassure
us that he indeed did. The mystery,
we suspect, will haunt the White
House as further scandals pop up, as
they do in most administrations.

But in most administrations Presi-
dents do have their way. President
Clinton’s first reaction to the suicide

was, “We'll just have to live with

something else we can’t understand.”
Despite second thoughts at Justice, it
seems that the President’s view will
not only prevail, but become a self
fulfilling prophecy.
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Re Vincent Foster .

A torrent of news has over-
whelmed the story of the suicide of
Vincent Foster, deputy White House
counsel and Clinton family friend. But
we don’t want to let the week expire
without remarking that, yes, we did
notice the amazing barrage of leaks
and polemics suggesting we pulled
the trigger.

Of course we were the only news
organization to spotlight Mr. Foster
prior to his suicide. We certainly did
raise pointed questions in our com-
mentary on the practices of the ad-
ministration’s Rose Law Firm part-
ners—Mr. Foster, Mrs. Clinton, Asso-
ciate Attorney General Webster
Hubbell and Associate White House
Counsel William Kennedy III. Our ex-
perience in reading between the lines
of leaks tells us that we do at least ap-
pear in the torn-up note found at the
bottom of his briefcase.

Yet there is no way to cover na-
tional government on the assumption
that a high official and steeled litiga-
tor secretly suffers from depression,
and may commit suicide if criticized.
What we said about Mr. Foster was
nothing. compared to the abuse
heaped on the likes of Ed Meese,
Robert Bork and Clarence Thomas.
We appreciate the remarks of William
Safire of the New York Times and
Doug Ireland of the Village Voice to
the effect that we were merely doing
our job.

In the Washington Post and the
New Republic, of course, we have
been instructed in manners and civil-
ity by Michael Kinsley, who makes
his principal living as a participant in
a TV screaming match. And in the
New Yorker, Sidney Blumenthal, who
during the presidential campaign
trashed George Bush's record in
World War II, tells us that we help
make Washington a tough town. Nat-
urally, those who resent our unapolo-
getic views grabbed the occasion to
beat up on us.

Yet it remains true that Mr.
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in a corruption trial. And that Mr.
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Kennedy called the FBI into the White
House travel office, and back in
Arkansas signed suspect papers for
the Stephens empire. It is also true,
though we didn't dwell on it earlier,
that when Mrs. Clinton’s health task
force was under court order to give
advance notice of meetings, Mr. Fos-
ter signed notices that appeared in
the Federal Register after the meet-
ings had already been held.

It is not true, Mr. Blumenthal to
the contrary, that after the election ™
Mr. Foster “helped set up a blind
trust” for the Clintons. The failure to
create this trust was the subject of
critical editorials in Newsday and
Money magazine; we're now told i
was filed July 26.

One has to ponder, of course,
whether these problems were the re-
sultor the cause of Mr. Foster’s depres-
sion. Probably we will never know, es-
pecially given the way the investiga-
tion has been handled. There has been
widespread criticism of the 30-hour de-
lay in releasing the Foster note to the
investigators, the confusion over who
was investigating and the change in
stories about Mr. Foster’s impressions
on associates. This is already leading
tg the wildest speculafion; we even

read one report suggesting Mr. Fo
W
of military officers.

We hope and trust that the White
House will seek to repair some of this
damage with more openness. We hope
there’s the fullest possible accounting
in the blind trust, for example. And
given the fingers pointed at us, we
have a particular stake in seeing the
full text of the Foster note.

Our critics were particularly upset
by our suggestion that the adminis-
tration turn the investigation of the
suicide over to a *“special counsel
within Justice.” (Not a special coun-
sel of the Lawrence Walsh ilk, as Mr.
Kinsley distorted it.) As we said at
the time, the point was to coordinate
the investigation. By now it ought to
uld
ak-

ing our advice.
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Note Left by White House Aide Foster

Listed Causes of Distress Before Suicide

By JEFFREY H. BIRNBAUM
Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

WASHINGTON — A torn-up note left by
a senior White House aide who killed
himself last month described a man deeply
troubled by criticism, including that in the
editorial pages of The Wall Street Jour-
nal.

In the note, released yesterday by
government authorities, Vincent Foster
Jr., the former deputy White House coun-
sel, disclosed himself to be upset by a
wide range of things related to his high-
pressure job, from partisan attacks by
Republicans to several aspects of an inci-
dent in which the White House fired its
trave] staff.

He alleged that the White House's
ushers office, which handles housekeeping
at the executive mansion, was overcharg-
ing private donors on redecorating, taking
advantage of Hillary Rodham Clinton
and her Arkansas-based decorator, Kaki
Hockersmith. He also suggested that the
Federal Bureau of Investigation had lied in
& Teport to the atlorney general, appar-
ently about its contacts with the White
House over the travel office affair. The
Justice Department said it is investigating
both allegations. A White House spokes-
man said he doubted they were true.

Mr. Foster also took aim at the press
and, in particular, The Wall Street Jour-
nal, which ran a series of editorials taking
him, along with several of his associates
who also came with the president from
Arkansas, to task for cronyism. “The
WSJ editors lie without consequence,” the

note states. Then it ends: *“I was not meant_

for the job or the spotlight of public life in
Washington. Here ruining people is consid-
ered sport.”

The Journal's editor, Robert L. Bartley,
said in a statement: “The text of Mr.
Foster’s note suggests that he was deeply
distraught over a variety of issues. At this
time we have nothing to add to our last
editorial of August 6; if we find reason to
comment in the future, we will do so in our
own editorial columns.”

In the Aug. 6 editorial, the Journal
defended its earlier criticism of Mr. Fos-
ter, saying, “There is no way to cover
nationa! government on the assumption
that a high official and steeled litigator
secretly suffers from depression, and may
commit suicide if criticized.”

FO

The FBI and the U.S. Park Police
conclude t Mr. Foster, a well-regarded
lawyer from Little Rock who took a ot of
the responsibility for White House mis-
steps on himself, committed suicide on
J}ﬂy 20, the day he was found dead of a
single gunshot in a Virginia park overlook-
ing the Potomac River. His sister identi-
fied the 1913 pistol used as part of their
father’s collection.

The note, written in Mr. Foster's neat
scriot on a short, yellow legal pad, was
found nearly a week later, torn into 27 or 28

Pieces, in a briefcase in Mr. Foster's White
House office.

Federal officials at a news conference
yesterday criticized the White House coun-
sel, Bernard Nussbaum, for insisting that
he and his staff, and not the FBI or Park
police, handle the search of Mr. Foster's
office. A 30-hour delay between the finding
of the note and turning it over to the police
authorities, however, was described as
“reasonable” by Robert Bryant, specia;
agznt in charge of the FBI's Washingt
field office. =

Text of Foster's Note

The following note was found in Vincen
Foster's briefcase on July 26: '

I made mistakes from ignorance,
inexperience and overwork

1 did not knowingly violate any
law or standard of conduct

No one in the White House, to
my knowledge, violated anv law or
standard of conduct, including any
action in the travel office. There was
no intent to benefit any individual or
specific group

The_@iiied in their report 1o the AG

The press is covering up the ille-
gal benefits they received from the
{ravel staff

The GOP has lied and misrepre-
sented its knowledge and role and
covered up a prior investigation

The Ushers Office plotted to have
excessive costs incurred, taking
advantage of Kaki and HRC

The public will never believe the
innocence of the Clintons and their
loyal staff

The WSJ editors lie without con-
sequence

| was not meant for the job or
the spotlight of public life in
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White House Staff Questioned by FBI
About Delay in Handling of Foster Note

By MicHAEL K. FrisBY
Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

WASHINGTON — White House staff
members were interviewed by the Federal
Bureau of Investigation about a 30-hour
delay in the handling of a torn-up note
written by deputy White House counsel
Vincent Foster Jr., who was found dead
last month of an apparent suicide.

Press Secretary Dee Dee Myers said
the White House staff didn't immediately
give authorities the note, which was found
in the bottom of Mr. Foster's briefcase,
because they wanted to first notify Presi-
dent Clinton, who was in Chicago that day,
as well as Mr. Foster's family.

The FBJ late last week joined the
Park Police, who are investigating the

" case, in trying to determine the reason for

the delay in turning over the note. Ms.
Myers said the Justice Department has
told the White House not to release the note
to the media because it is part of a pending
investigation. .

The note is said to indicate that Mr.
Foster was upset over work-related issues,
including several editorials published in
The Wall Street Journal that criticized him
by name,

The note is described as mention-
ing frustrations that Mr. Foster had with
his job and a feeling that he had let down

his friends —the president and Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton. The counsel's office had been
criticized for the poor screening of several
Justice Department nominees, as well as
for its part in the botched firing of
White House travel office employees. The
Journal editorials said that Mr. Foster was
one of several appointees from Mrs. Clin-
ton’s law firm in Little Rock who had yet to
distinguish themselves in Washington.

In the note, Mr. Foster sounded as
if he planned to resign, but didn't indicate
he was close to ending his own life. The
note, however, helped the White House to
understand his state of mind. Ms. Myers
said it **did show him to be in a distressed
state of mind.”

Authorities believe that Mr. Foster
killed himself. His body was found July 20
at a federal park in McLean, Va., with a
single gunshot wound to the head.

Ms. Myers acknowledged the note was
missed in an initial search of Mr. Foster’s
office, but was found while an associate in
the legal counsel’s office was packing Mr.
Foster’s belongings for his family.

The White House also acknowledged
that authorities found a piece of paper that
belonged to Mr. Foster listing the names of
three psychiatrists. Ms. Myers said it
wasn't found at the White House and she
didn’t know where authorities located it.
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File on Clintons’ Real-Estate Dealings

Is With Their Lawyer, White House Says

By BRUCE INGERSOLL
And JEFFREY H. BIRNBAUM
Staff Reporters of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

WASHINGTON — The White House,
seeking to dispel suggestions of a coverup,
said that a file dealing with the Clintons’
investment in an Arkansas real-estate de-
velopment is in the hands of their personal
attorney. :

White House officials sought to squelch
talk that such a file—kept by Deputy White
House Counsel Vincent Foster—had disap-
peared soon after his July 20 suicide.

Communications  Director = Mark
Gearan confirmed that two White House
aides, Margaret Williams and Patsy Tho-
masson, entered Mr. Foster's office the
night of his death to search for a note
explaining why he took his life. But he said
they found none and took nothing from the
office. _

" Twodays later, on July 22, White House
lawyers, led by White House Counsel Ber-
nard Nussbaum, conducted an inventory of
documents and other items in Mr. Foster's
office, Mr. Gearan said. The inventory was
done “in the presence’ of law-enforcement
officials, he said. But U.S. Park Police
detectives have complained about being
kept outside the office much of the time.

Mr. Gearan explained that Mr. Foster's

files were divided by White House officials
into three categories for distribution.
White House files dealing with official
business were entrusted to Mr. Nussbaum.
Mr. Foster's personal files were given to
the Foster family lawyer, James Hamilton.
And personal legal files of Bill and Hillary
Rodham Clinton, whom Mr. Foster had
-represented, were sent to the Clintons’
outside attorney, David Kendall of the
Washington law firm Williams & Con-
nolly.

‘No Missing Files’

*“We know of no missing files,” said Mr.
Gearan. “‘The files were all handled appro-
priately.”

Newspapers have reported that the
Justice Department is looking into the
possibility that a file dealing with the
Clintons' investment in an Ozark Mountain
real-estate venture, Whitewater Develop-
ment Corp., might have been taken from
Mr. Foster’s office after his death. Until
last year, the Clintons owned Whitewater
with James McDougal, owner of a now-de-
funct Little Rock thrift, Madison Guaranty
Savings & Loan, and his wife, Susan. A
special team of federal prosecutors is
investigating Madison Guaranty, includ-
ing the possible diversion of thrift funds to

was personally liable.
In response to those news accounts, Mr.

Gearan said that the Clintons’ tax returns,

Whitewater's tax returns and documents
dealing with the Clintons’ sale last year of
their stake in Whitewater, were all “‘pre-
served,” and sent to Mr. Kendall.

Last evening, Mr. Kendall, who also
represents major newspapers and other
media clients, declined to comment,
Inquiry Into Note Widens

Meanwhile, the Justice Department’s
office of professional responsibility ap-
pears to be expanding what began as a
narrow inquiry into a note written by Mr.
Foster before he shot himself. The note,
which was undated and torn into 27 pieces,
was found in his briefcase six days after
his death. It alleges, among other things,
that the Federgl Bureau of Investigation
lied to Attorney General Janet Reno abou
the circumstances of its inquiry last spring
into possible abuses at the White House
travel office. '

Justice Department investigators are
questioning Park Police officers about
what they encountered—and uncovered—
in their investigation of Mr. Foster's
death. Park Police are involved because
the suicide occurred on federal parkiand.

Investigators are reviewing, among
other things, the efforts of Park Police

" detectives to question White House staff

members and to examine documents and
other items in Mr. Foster’s office, accord-
ing to law-enforcement officials. Some
detectives say they were frustrated by
strict limits imposed by Mr. Nussbaum,
the White House counsel, on what they
could peruse.

“We were’definitely shown just what
they wanted us to see,” complained one
Park Police detective. “We couldn’t copy
anything.”

A White House official hotly disputed
that Mr. Nussbaum had done anything
wrong. The official argued that Mr. Nuss-
baum was merely protecting documents
that were subject to the lawyer-client
privilege as well as the executive privilege
of the president. ‘

Justice Department investigators also-
have begun questioning the detectives
about any papers or documents they may
have examined in the office of James
Hamilton, a Washington attorney who is
representing the Foster family. Mr. Hamil-
ton has balked at turning over to the
Justice Department what a Park Police
report describes as a “personal diary”
kept by Mr. Foster. The diary is said to be
a small, store-bought notebook with about
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By KAREN BALL and CORKY SIEMASZKO
Daity News Staff Writers :

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Park Police vig-
orously stood by their conclusion yesterday
that deputy White House counsel Vincent
Foster committed suicide last summer — stat-
ing that “the case is closed.”

And Park Police officials fully expect the
Whitewater special prosecutor to back up
their finding that Foster took his own life.

“The case is closed, from our standpoint,”
Park Police Maj. Robert Hines said yesterday.

Hines and Park Police Chief Robert Langston
met Tuesday with former Manhattan prosecutor
Roderick Lankler, who was appointed by

Whitewater special counsel Robert Fiske to re-

view Foster's death.

“We were very impressed with him,” Hines
said. “He didn't come in saying, ‘You guys
screwed up’ or that his mind was made up one
way or the other.”

Calling the investigation into Foster’s July 20
suicide “a high priority,” Lankler yesterday
said: “It is our intention to be able to wrap thal
up as soon as possible ... (And) I would think ag
soon as we are able to conclude that part of the
inquiry, we would have a report on that aspect
of the investigation.” - ’ : Pt n s

But Lankler declined to discuss any timetable
or details of his probe other than to say his in-
vestigators are collecting the Park Police evi-
dence — Foster's clothes, the antique revolver
found in his hand and crime scene photos now
sitting in a Park Police evidence vault.

But Lankler revealed that there were “no
plans to exhume the body” — saying, “I don't
think the Foster family should have to specu-
late about that.”

Recent articles in the New York Post have
cast doubts on the Park Police investigation and

DATE:
PAGE:

the circumstances of Foster’s death. When told
of the Park Police’s statement, managing editor
Marce Kalech said “the Office of the Special
Counsel is on the record that the case is defi-
nitely not closed.” . T

“The facts of the story speak for themselves,”
he said.

But the Post, in recent weeks, has not always
gotten the facts right. S ’

Quoting forensic and homicide “experts” in
New York who had not seen the evidence, the
Post reported that if Foster had shot himself,
there would be massive “pools of blood” every-
where and that he would not be holding the gun
and laid out neatly.

But the Daily News, which was the first to
view Foster’s still-secret medical files, reported
that Foster’s frozen grip on the gun was consis-
tent with suicide, that his thumb was indented
from the trigger and that the body’s neat condi-
tion was evidence that there was no struggle.
And there was blood on his shirt 2 the

espite Post reports that the gun Foster fired
never had been tested, confidential lab reports
reviewed by The News prove that the gun had
been tested.

dealings were taken shortly after his death. A
senior White House official said Foster did not
have a safe in his office and called the Post sto-
1y “horse—-"

The Daily News was also the first to report
that Foster's family is convinced he killed him-
self and that he suffered from severe depres-
sions. Columnist Mike McAlary’s report Tues-
day, along with earlier News stories,
underscore the overwhelming evidence sup-
porting the Park Police conclusion that Foster's
death was a suicide.
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.Consptmcy Theonsts F md
Foster Case Hard to Resist

Rumors Abound Desplte Lack of Supportmg Ewdence

"By Michael Isikoff
 Washington Post Statf Writer

Sherman Skolnick, self-styled “citizens” in-
vestigator and conspiracy expert, once de-

voted his energi&s to uncovering the myster-_

ies of the Kennedy assassination a
Watergate. But these days, Skolnick is hard-
at work ‘unraveling a more recent conun--

‘drum: the death of deputy Wthe House

counsel Vincent Foster. -

Basedonmformatlonhesaysheleamed -

from an unidentified Secret Service “consul-

tant” with “underworld ties,” Skolnick claims
that_Foster actually was murdered by a -
" three-man hit squad from Germany. “They
snuck Foster oitt of the lower level of the

White House, then they had a Foster double
leave his office and go somewhere else,” said
Skolnick, who links the death to an aborted
ooup against Iraqi President Saddam Hussein

~ and the firing of FBI Director William S. Ses-

Skolnick’s theories may be wholly lacking
in supporting evidence. But he recently has
been airing them on a public access cable
-television show in Chicago. He is one more
volunteer in a burgeoning
cy theorists who are springing up around the
Foster case and confoundmg the Chnton
White House.

In recent weeks, the events surroundmg
the July 20 suicide of President Clinton’s
boyhood friend have been the subject of a
seeming avalanche of speculative news re-
.ports, rumors and gossip that is fast turning
Foster’s death scene at Fort Marcy Park in

orthern Virginia into a ‘1990s version of

Dealy Plaza. One widely circulated theory -

has Foster driven to suicide by news of an
_imminent FBI raid in Little Rock, Ark.,

vely being probed by Republican investiga-
tors, connects Foster’s death with the un-
solved execution-style murder of a forme
Clinton campaign security official in Littl
Rock last September.
Yet a third theory, reported last week bya

fulgnked to the Whitewater affair. Another, ac-

Northern Virginia safe house used by senior
White House aides—a report that caused

)/\//Enanaal newsletter, has Foster dying in a

the stock market to plunge andf @m#ﬁ@n@§MRW¥%%WM énd2fd 05188 Page,

vehement White House denial.

army of conspira- .

mvestlgators probing Foster’s death and cir-
- culated his “findings” in regular faxes to’
_news organizations.

‘Perhaps the most permstent of the Foster
stones suggests that, contrary to the official
of the U.S. Park Police, the White

use aide was murdered. This view gained
circulation in January when the New York

‘Post quoted George Gonzalez, a Fairfax -

County paramedic who Was the first medical-
ly trained person to reach Foster’s body.

.- Gonzalez said the scene was unlike. other
suicides he had observed, describing how

Foster’s body was lying neatly on a gentle in--

cline with a .38-caliber revolver in one hand.

“Usually a suicide by gunshot is a mess,”

Gonzalez said. Yet: -Gonzalez said there was

conly a “thin trickle of blood” in the corner of

Foster’'s mouth. He said Foster's body was
laid out neatly “as if ready for a coffin.”

Gonzalez’s observations quickly were

pounced upon by conspiracy buffs in part be-
cause the official park police report, includ-
ing the Fairfax County coroner’s autopsy,
never had been released by the Justice De-

- paitment. Now, the release has been blocked
pending further mvestlgatl_on by spec1al

counsel Robert B. Fiske Jr, 4

* But federal law enforcement ofﬁaals say
that some of Gonzalez’s recollections. are di-
rectly contradicted by policeé photographs
taken at the scene as well as a statement
filed that evening by park police investigator
John Rolla, who arrived about 20 minutes af-
ter Gonzalez.

Rolla, whose written observatlons are part
of the park police report, reported seeing
blood in Foster’s nose- and-on his mouth,
right shoulder and underneath his head—an
observation further bolstered by photo-

graphs, one of which was shown by ABC on
its Friday night news program.
olla also reported that “blood on the
ground and on his shirt was still wet"—a
ding consistent with the conclusion that
the death took place several hours earlier at

- the park and not somewhere else.

Law enforcement officials said other fo-
rensic evidence in the park police report sup-
ports the suicide finding: the black powder
burns on Foster’s hand and mouth, the ab-

Foster’s right ‘hand, with his thumb

“got  JesT

Al
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Hardin Jr., a Hous,ton homicide prosecutor,
to review the findings. :

.. While comfortable with the suicide conclu-
sion, many federal law enforcement officials
said there are other unsettling aspects of the
Foster case that have already piqued the in-
terest of Fiske’s investigators. ‘

Park police found ample reason to con-
clude that Foster was despondent about his
life in Washington and had sought the names
of psychiatrists. But their efforts to discover
if there were any particular work-related
concerns that caused him to take his life
were repeatedly blocked by White House
counsel Bernard” Nussbaum. Nussbaum re-
cently resigned the counsel’s job, in part be-
cause of criticism over his handling of the
Foster suicide mvestlgatlon. S

Invoking “executive privilege,” he -refused
to permit park police investigators to enter
Foster’s office the day after his death. The
next day, Nussbaum agreed to conduct his
own “search” in the presence of Justice De-
partment lawyers, FBI agents and park po-
lice investigators but refused to let them in-
spect .any -of Foster’s. papers, rapidly
identifying them in a way the mvmtlgators
found incomprehensible. - - - - -

It was during this search——not ‘as some
have reported, during a late night visit to
Foster’s office the night of his death—that
Nussbaum removed Whitewater-related doc-
uments that later were transferred to Presi-
dent Clinton’s personal attorney, David Ken-
dall. Foster had been handling the
preparation of Whitewater’s overdue corpo-
rate tax returns. E

Federal law enforcement ofﬁcnals say they
have no evidence that Foster was concerned
or wom"ed about Whitewater, an issue that
at that point had largely- sunk from public
view. But they say there are other reasons
to be concerned about the thoroughness of
the park police investigation: A torn-up, un-
dated note written by Foster suggesting his
job despair was not turned over to the park
police until more than a week after his death,

~ and no finger or palm prints were ever iden-
tified

The park police never reviewed entries in
Foster’s office computer nor did they inter-
view potentially key witnesses, such as
Brantley Buck, the Rose Law Firm partner
who placed one of the last known phone calls
to Foster the morning of his death. Park po-
lice investigators established that Foster
tried to return the call but never got
through. He placed the call shortly before he
left his office at 1 p.m., the last time he was
seen alive.

Lataea; news reports revealed that Buck
g an internal law firm inquiry into
the billing practices of former partner Web-
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~ “How is it acceptable that completely un-
substantiated rumors become the fodder for
legitimate news organizations?” said White
House press secretary Dee Dee Myers when
askedaboutthereport.“Smoewhenarewe
in the position of having'to'pro
tve” op
DawdSmxck,aformettopaldetoRepub
can presidential hopeful Jack Kemp, is co-
owner of the newsletter that pubhshed the - Fiske has pledged to conduct a “thorough
unsubstantiated story. “"and complete” investigation of Foster’s
Then there is conservative pohtlml activ-__ death. In court papers filed in New York,
ist 'Floyd Brown. As chairman of Citizens - Fiske said he will retain outside forensic ex-
United, Brown has employed two full-time perts and Qathologists and will ask Russell

trapped in the trigger of an anthue Colt re-
volver owned by his family.
“There’s absolutely nothmg to lead the po-

. anything happened other than a suicide,” said
. »one federal law enforcement official who has
: ;revxewed the evidence. “The guy. was no
more killed in an apartment in Northern Vir-
ginia than there is a man in the moon.”

-~ -

. lice or the medical examiner to believe that

ster L. Hubbell, Foster's close friend who .
now serves as associate attorney general.
The park police also never interviewed
Clinton, who spoke to Foster for about 20
minutes by phone the night before Foster’s
death. Clinton has never explamed all the
matters the two discussed that evening.
Asked recently about the suicide on
CNN's “Larry King Live,” Clinton said curt-
ly: “I don’t think we know any more than in
the begmnmg because I just really don’t be-
lieve there is any more to know. You know,
he left a note; he was profoundly depressed.”.
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Ex-Clinton Partner Says Papers
in Foster’s Office Belong to Him

By JOHN M. BRODER
TIMES STAFF WRITER

RKADELPHIA, Ark.—The Whitewater papers

found in the White House office of the late
Vincent Foster were legally the property of James B.
McDougal. President Clinton's former business part-
ner, and were not intended 10 be in Foster's possession
at the time of his death, according o several sources
involved in the matter.

The current Whitewater controversy erupted in
December with the discovery that a White House
official had found the papers in Foster's office shortly
after his apparent suicide in July and had transferred
them quietly to the Clintons’ private attorney. The
new details, provided by McDougal in an interview at
the home of a friend here and by sources who did not
want to be identified. provide insight into the episode.

Under terms of a December, 1992, contract by which
Chinton and his wife, Hillary Rodham Clinton, sold
their interest in the Whitewater Deveiopment Corp. to
McDougal, Foster was to have prepared the land
company's delinquent taxes and promptly return all
Whitewater-related documents to McDougal. But
Foster was swamped with his duties as deputy’ White
House counsel and feeling pressure because «f failed
White House nominations and the botched firing of
five aides 1n the White House travel office. He delayed
preparing the tax returns for six months, and the
papers still sat in his office at the time of his apparent
suicide.

“Vince had them because he had been working on
the taxes, and then he killed himself before returning
them,” said a senior White House official involved in
handling the Whitewater case. “Instead of McDougal
having them, we had them, and the rest is history.”

The papers, which McDougal said are 8 much more
complete record of Whitewater's finances than the

Ciinton representatives have acknowledged, were

found in Foster’s office within hours of his death on
July 20.

White House Counsel Bernard Nussbaum. who
announced his resignation last weekend amid continu-
ing Whitewater revelations, quietly removed them
from Foster's office and sent them to David Kendall,
the Ciintons’ private attorney. Kendall declined to
comment. :

The Clintons initially refused 1o release the papers
to the Jusuce Department, which was invesugating
the failure of a savings and loan owned by McDougal.
They yielded only after Kendall negotiated the terms
of a Justice Department subpoena that covered a wide
range of Clinton papers. .

But questions about the Clintons’ handling of the
matter persisted for weeks, forcing them to approve
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the appointment of a special counsel to investigate the
Whitewater case. Robert B. Fiske Jr., a Republican
from New York. subsequently was named to the post.

In an interview this week, McDougal said that—
when the Chntons sold their interest in the Whitewa-
ter real estate project to him in December, 1992, for
$1,000—the contract called for the tax returns to be
prepared by Foster, a longtime friend of the Clintons
and, like Mrs. Clinton, a former partner in the
prestigious Rose Law Firm in Little Rock.

The contract gave Foster 90 days to complete the
task. Afterward, he was 1o return all the underlying
documentation to McDougal or to his Little Rock
attorney, Sam Heuer.

McDougal said that Foster was working from the
only complete set of Whitewater financial documents,
including the genera! ledger, deeds and contracts,
records of all land transactions, canceled checks and
previous tax returns.

McDougal said that he had sent all this material to
the Clintons at the Arkansas governor's mansion in
December, 1987. The papers were physically handed
over to the Clintons by William Henley, the brother of
McDougal's ex-wife, Susan, he said.

Toward the end of the 90-day period in which he
was 1o complete the tax returns, Foster called Heuer to
plead for more time. Those early weeks of the Clinton
Administration had been hectic, including the contro-
versies over the nomination of Zoe Baird and probable
nomination of Kimba M. Wood 10 be attorney general

- and numerous other problems.

“Vince told me he had an incredible workload and
couldn't get these taxes done this quickly,” Heuer said
in an interview. I told him not to worry about it, and
ultimately he did produce them.”

McDougal said that he began to grow impatient by
June and called Foster's office to learn what had
become of the taxes and the Whitewater papers. “He
never called back,” McDougal said.

But Heuer said that Foster called “sometime in
June” to say that he was “getting the taxes Logether.”
Heuer said he received a packet containing the
completed returns from an accounting firm hired by
Foster to do the final tax filings in the summer of 1993,
a few weeks after Foster's death.

He said that the Whitewater papers used 10 prepare
the returns—the complete Whitewater financial re-
cord—were not returned with the tax papers.

Heuer said that although his client is entitled to the
Whitewater papers, he is not interested in pursuing
the matter now. “How can I call the President of the
United States and say: ‘Give me the ‘documents? "
Heuer said. “Besides, I'd just have 10 bear the cost of
copying them and turning them over to the special
prosecutor.”

'
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Did the White House Intrude?

The grand jury 1s questioming current and former Clinton Administration officials to see 1if they tnied
10 interfere with the invesugauon of the failed Madison Guaranty Savings & Loan. a thrift owned by

a former business partner of the President.

- N of ]

Assnciatenl Pross

Lisa Caputo. Mrs. Clinton's press  Margaret A. Wililams. Mrs.
secretary, leaves courthouse after  Clinton's chief of staff, after

Reuters

appearing before grand jury. giving testimony Thursday.

THE INVESTIGATOR

& Special counsel: Robert B. Fiske Jr. is
probing matters related to the financial
affairs of Bill and Hillary Rodham
Clint)n, their Whitewater land
development partner, James B.
McDougal, and McDougal's Madison
Guaranty Savings & Loan. which failed
1n 1989 at a cost to taxpayers of at least
$47 million.

‘ 7O
! ! 3 @ His statf: Fiske has assembled a staff
il of eight current or former.prosecutors

Robert B. Fiske Jr. and more than 20 FBI agents and
arnives at federal financial analysts to review more than a
court Thursday. million documents.

& Inguiries beyond D.C. grand jury: Fiske has established a special
grand Jury in Little Rock. Ark., with an 18-month term, and 4
separate arm of his staff is in Washington to investgate the swcide
of White House Deputy Counsel Vincent Foster. who handled
Whitewater matters for the Clintons.

Source Tumes Stat! and wie T8O LS

THE 10 WHO WERE SUBPOENAED - ’

Mark D. Gearan
White House communications
director

Semard Nusshaum
Former White House counsel

Bruce Uindsey
Senior presidential adviser

Harold M. ickes
Deputy White House chief of staff

Roger Altman
Deputy Treasury secretary

Jane Hanson
Treasury general counsel

Josh Steiner
Treasury secretary's chief of staff

Jack Devore
Former Treasury pfess secretary

THE GRAND JURY

& What they do: Grand juries
meet 1n secret to hear
evidence of possible criminal
wrongdoing. Prosecutors are
empowered Lo 1ssue
subpoenas to compel
witnesses to testify under
oach or turn over documents.
A majority of the quorum of
16 members 1s needed to
bring an indictment—which
15 an allegation, not a verdict.

W Why the secrecy: It 1s
designed to protect
reputations of people who
are invesugated but never
charged. Grand jurors and
prosecutors are bound by
secrecy. but witnesses and
their lawyvers are free to
discuss the tesumony'.

.
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_linton aides testify
on briefings

tell grand jury of secret RTC contacts

+ Jerry Seper

I WASHINGTON TIMES

Three White House officials tes-
ied before a federal grand jury
sterday about secret briefings
ey attended concerning ongoing
vestigations by the Resolution
ust Corp. (RTC) in the White-
iter-Madison affair.

Clinton administration officials
30 delivered White House doc-
nents sought under subpoena by
hitewater-Madison special coun-
1 Robert B. Fiske Jr., including
tes, telephone logs and internal
2mos.

A circuslike atmosphere envel-
ed the federal courthouse as
otographers and reporters hud-
>d in the morning rain under
ightly colored umbrellas, and
tnesses and prosecutors scram-
ad to getinto U.S. District Court.

Testifying were Mark Gearan,
hite House communications di-
ctor; Margaret A. Williams, first
dy Hillary Rodham Clinton’s
ief of staff; and Lisa Caputo,
rs. Clinton’s press secretary.
“Thls'has been adifficult day for
nple; it's been an emotional day,”’
hite House counselor David
argen told CNN.

Seven other White House and
easury Department officials in-
lvgd in the secret briefings, in-
iding outgoing White House
unsel Bernard W. Nussbaum
dacting RTC head Roger C. Alt-
n, were granted extensions and
1l testify at a later date.

They others are Bruce Lindsey,
aior adviser to President Clin-

n; Harold Ickes, deputy White
suse chief of staff; Jean Hanson,
easury’s general counsel; Josh
einer, Treasury’s chief of staff;
d Jack DeVore, former spokes-
an for Treasury Secretary Lloyd
:ntsen.

lncomi#g White House Counsel
Lloyd Cufler, who will officially re-
'place Mr. Nussbaum after April S,
Itried to downplay the secret
briefings.

“It might have looked bad, but
when it becomes clear exactly
what happened in those meetings,
it doesn’t, in my view at least, I
don't think it amounts to very
much,” he said in a taped interview
on PBS' “Charlie Rose” show.

As the grand jury proceedings

unfolded, financial markets took a
beating yesterday amid mounting
worries about the Clintons’ and
the White House’s role in the
Whitewater-Madison affair and ru-
mors sparked by a Washington-
based -economic consulting firm
casting doubt on details surround-
ing the death July 20 of White
House Deputy Counsel Vincent W.
Foster Jr.

The Dow Jones industrial aver-
age was off 23 points and long-
term Treasury bond rates, which
influence consumer and mortgage
loans, soared to 6.96 percent. The
dollar plunged against major cur-
rencies, fueled by rumors circu-
lating in financial markets that Mr.
Foster committed suicide in a

Northern Virginia apartment
rather than at Fort Marcy Park,
where his body was found.

The speculation regarding Mr.
Foster is included in a Johnson
Smick International Report news-
letter circulated yesterday. It re-
ports that staff members of Senate
Finance Committee Chairman
Daniel Patrick Moynihan had said
Mr. Foster’s body was moved gfter
he killed himself “in a private
| apartment in Virginia.”

Lawrence O’Donnell Jr, staff

A RS TR S s ae

Moynihan, New York Democrat,
strongly denied yesterday that any
member of the senator’s staff ha

spoken to' the newsletter or was
aware of the rumor. "
“It is a work of sheer madness,

Mr. O'Donnell said. “They in-
vented it in their mad dreams.
They are lying. ... The sub-
scribers of that newsletter have
been defrauded. These are the de-
mented dreams of a completely in-
competent newsletter”

The death of Mr. Foster, a for-
mer law partner of Mrs. Clinton’s
atLittle Rock's Rose Law Firm and
the Clintons’ personal attorney, is
part of the Whitewater-Madison
investigation. Mr. Fiske's staff has
said it has begun a new inquiry
into what U.S. Park Police have
said was a suicide. Investigators
said this week that no conclusion
had yet been reached.

Shortly after Mr. Foster's body
was found, White House officials
removed records pertaining to
WhitewaterDevelopment Corp., a
partnership involving the Clintons
and James B. McDougal, owner of
the failed Madison Guaranty Sav-
ings and Loan Association.

Mr. Fiske, who had to be helped
through the throng of photogra-
phers and reporters by U.S. mar-
shals, stunned the White House on
March 4 with subpoenas of the 10
key administration officials.

The subpoenas sought informa-
tion and documents about brief-
ings — either given or attended by
the 10 — regarding the RTC in-
quiry into financial irregularities
at Madison. The RTC, which han-
dies S&L bailouts, was investigat-
ing Madison’s 1989 failure that
cost taxpayers $50 million.

The subpoenas underscored
what authorities described at the
time as the seriousness of the

White House as a bothersome di-
version.

AN L oy TSRO

A senior administration official
said yesterday that about 1,000
pages, many of them duplicates,
were turned over to Mr. Fiske’s of-
fice. The documents included
notes, letters, memos, phone logs
and newspaper clippings related
to Whitewater that were gathered
during a week-long search by 400
White House employees.

“We produced the White House
documents to the Office of Special
Counsel,” said administration at-
torney Joel Klein as he left the fed-
eral courthouse. “All White House
employees and staff complied
{with Mr. Fiske’s subpoenal. We
claim no privileges of any sort
with respect to any documents.”

The search for Whitewater rec-

ords has spread from the White
House to the Treasury Depart-
ment. Mr. Bentsen said he had to
rent a warehouse to store doc-
uments that have so far been col-
lected, adding that 1S special in-
vestigators and internal auditors
were “going through our files on
my floor alone.”
i The White House said yesterday
it was considering a range of op-
tions to contain the political dam-
age, from finding a friendly forum
for Mrs. Clinton to a possible joint
appearance by the Clintons on a
television news magazine show to
give their side of the story. Aides
traveling with the president in
New York denied, however, that
the Clintons would appear ona TV
show to discuss Whitewater-
‘Madison.

In Cleveland, Democratic Na-
tional Chairman David Wilhelm
said efforts by Republicans to en-
tangle Mr. Clinton in the White-
water-Madison affair was the
“great political hope™ of the GOP
to undermine the president’s
agenda.

“1t is very obvious that thisis a
political strategy that in partis the

4£:1rsuit of gridlock by other

eans.” Mr. Wilhelm said. “If they



can tie up Congress, if they can tie
our government up and and in-
stead of having health-care reform
we focus on Whitewater, that is in
their political interest.”

Mrs. Clinton, whose top aides
were testifying in court, ventured
to Capitol Hill yesterday to talk
about health care with select
House Democrats. Hoping to
avoid a repeat of her visit to
the Senate Wednesday, when Mrs.
Clinton made a sarcastic comment
about health care when waiting
reporters asked her about White-
water-Madison, Hill security offi-
cials kept the press far away from
the first lady.

She smiled to reporters on the
way into and out of the House but
did not stop to answer shouted
questions about health care.

Also on Capitol Hill, Democrats
took to the Senate floor to mounta
defense for the Clintons and to
charge that Republicans were try-
ing to stall the Clinton agenda.

“It’s absolutely pathetic,” Sen.
John D. Rockefeller IV of West
Virginia said of constant GOP
calls for congressional hearings.
“Some here will always reach for
one more excuse because good
policy is hard work and it does take
time, and it’s patience by the way,
and it takes political courage.”

Sen. Tom Daschle, South Dakota
Democrat, said the public was los-
ing confidence in government be-
cause of the charges.

“Why do we continue to destory
the insititution we all claim we
came here to serve?” Mr. Daschle
asked, adding "that Republicans
were taking a “meat ax to the pro-
cess.”

But Sen. Christopher S. Bond,
Missouri Republican, said the
GOP just wants “straight an-
swers.” .

“Some may want to turn this in-
vestigation into a partisan battle
but they endanger the president’s
agenda and the office of the presi-
dency in the process. ... Treating
this serious situation like a politi-
cal campaign only makes me won-
der what the White House has to
hide” Mr. Bond said.

Senate Republicans who have
demanded congressional hearings
on Whitewater-Madison said yes-
terday they were willing to let the
grand jury hear evidence for sev-
eral months before calling hear-
ings of their own.

The House Banking Committee
has tentatively scheduled RTC
oversight hearings for March 24,
during which Republicans have
said they will ask about White-
water-Madison. Committee Chair-
man Henry B. Gonzalez, Texas
Democrat, said he will limit the
inquiries, a position supported by
House Speaker Thomas S. Foley.

The grand jury vesterday heard
first from Mrs. Clinton’s chief of

staff, Mrs. Williams, who SpgtlglA # none (URTS 16306) Docld: 70105138 Page 44

two hours before the panel.
told reporters on her way out of
the building: “You can't come out

of anything like this and not have
:" "¥rly healthy respect for the
1 Zess. I'm really encouraged to
be participating in something
where the finding of fact is impor-
tant, as opposed to innuendo and
rumor mongering and gossip and
sensationalism.”

She was followed by Ms. Caputo
and later by Mr. Gearan.

Mr. Fiske declined to comment
to reporters when he left the
courthouse, but he did stop to
help a photographer who fell while
scrambling to get a picture.

The bizarre atmosphere was
heightened by the presence of
nearly a dozen demonstrators who
carried banners and placards with
slogans such as “Please, All Doc-
uments,” “It's Ethics, Stupid,”
“Shred No More” and “Fess Up."

® Michael Hedges, Anne Veigle
and J. Jennings Moss contributed
to this report.
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TOWHITEWATER =~

T he Whitewater Development Corp. first became an issue for Bill and Hillary
Clinton during the 1992 presidential campaign but soon evapordted as a major .
concern. It reemenged last October with a report in The Washington Post that -
Resolution Trust Corp. investigators had asked for a criminal investigation of the .
failed Madison Guaranty Savings & Loan, formerly owned by the Clintons' Whitewater
business partner, James McDougal. In two sets of criminal refervals, the last Jorwarded
to the Justice Department in October, the RTC has cited the Clintons and the Clinton'
gubernatorial campaign as possible beneficiaries of Madison's illegal activities. o

HOW OFFICIALS RESPONDED

March 8, 1992: New York Times reports James McDougal, wner of
defunct Madison Guaranty Savings & Loan, provided more money in . -
initial Whitewater land development than Bill and Hillary Rodham
Clinton, and questions whether regulatory treatment of McDougal was
{ax in Clinton administration. ™ : I T

March 23: Denver lawyer James Lyons, chosen by Clinton campaign, .

releases report on Whitewater, saying Cintons lost $68,900 in the .

* deal. No backup documentation is released. The findings would later
be questioned by some tax experts. ’ : -

October: Resolution Trust Corp. (RTC), agency responsible for .

- overseeing disposition of failed thrifts, refers the Madison case for
possible criminal investigation to U.S. Attorney’s Office in Little Rock, -
Ark., naming the Clintons as potential beneficiaries of possible v
diversion of funds from Madison to the Whitewater Development Corp.,
which had an account at Madison. RTC's referral is forwarded to the
Justice Department. ’

Nov. 3: Clinton elected president.-

P>CLINTONS SELL WHITEWATER

Dec. 24: Clintons sell Whitewater interest back to McDougal for ;
$1,000. Vincent Foster, Rose faw firm partner with Hillary Clinton,
handles sale. . .

FOIA # none (URTS 16306) Docld: 70105138 Page 45
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P>SPECIAL COUNSEL APPOINTED

Jan. 20, 1994: After White House yields to political pressure, Robert
_B. Fiske Jr. is appointed by Attorney General Janet Reno as special

. counsel to mveetlgate Whitewater and Foster death.

Feb. 2: Altman Hanson and Steiner meet at White House with
Nussbaum, Mafgaret Williams, chief of staff to Hillary Clinton, and
Harold Ickes, White House deputy chief of staff. Meeting described as
prooedural bnef" on RTC investigation at Madison.

VFeb. 24. Altman attends congressaonal hearing, at which he reveals
that he initiated and attended Feb. 2 meeting between Treasury and
) Whlte House offi cuals

: ,Fell. 25: Altman recuses himself from further Madlson-Whltewater
” investigation and announces he will step down as interim head of RTC
.at the end of March.

Mamh 3. The Washington Post d|scloses Sept 29 and Oct. 14
. meetings between Treasury and White House staff to discuss
Whltewater

: Mareh 5: Fiske. subpoenas Nussbaum, Ickes, Lindsey, Wllhams,
- Gearan, Altman, three current and former Treasury aides and Lisa
. Caputo, press secretary to Hillary Clinton.

March 5: Nussbaum resigns, effective April 5.

| March 8: Clinton names Lloyd Cutler counsel to the office of the
. president. '

gr,
—Complled by the Natlonal and Invest:gatlve staffs of The Washmgton Post

k.

THEWASHINGTONPOST
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June 1993: Tt-\ree'yea'fs of delinquent corporate tax forms for .
Whitewater—prepared under the direction of Foster, then deputy White
House counsel—are filed. . :

June: Justice sends RTC request for criminal investigation back to U.S.
attorney in Little Rock, insgfuqting prosecutors to proceed as they see fit.

July 20: A U.S. magistrate s%ns an FBI warrant to search the offices of
David Hale, owner of federally subsidized company, Capital Management
Services, that provided $300,000 loan in 1986 to the Clintons’
Whitewater partner, Susan:McDougal (former wife of James McDougal).
Part of the loan went to help Whitewater buy land from International Paper
Co. near Little Rock. .~ . : .

D-FOSTER FOUND DEAD .. : _
July 20: Foster dies in what is ruled a suicide. One of his last phone
calls was from attorney.Lyons. Lyons denies they discussed
Whitewater. e sl :

July 22; thi,tewatéf'ddcur'nénts' rémoved from Foster's ‘office.by White
House counsel Bernard Nussbaum and later given to Clinton’s personal
1 .. This does not be ic knowledge until December.

ale’s lawyer, calls associate White House

unisel and forfmer Rose partner Willidm Kennedy to tell him that Hale

ntends to sa
SAdministra

tto nd to Justice,;#

- Oct. 14: Prompted by press inquiry about requests for criminal
investigation; six persons attend second White House meeting: -

'@l From the White House: Nussbaum; Mark Gearan, communications

" director; and Bruce Lindsey; assistant to the president. )
W From the Treasury Department: Jean Hanson, general counsel; Jack
‘DeVore, press secretary; and Josh Steiner, chief of staff. Participants

~say they discussed only. how to respond to the press, not the
substance of the requests for investigation. - St

Oct. 27: RTC's first referral for criminal investigation rejected by Paula
Casey, Little Rock U.S. attorney and former law student of Bill Clinton,

who later recuses herself from case.

Oct. 30: Lindsey saysjiﬁe knows nothing about RTC criminal referrals
beyond what reporters have told him. o

Oct. 31: The Washington Post reports that RTC is investigating
Madison and that Clintons are mentioned in requests for criminal
investigation. . :

Nov. 3: Associate Attorney General Webster L. Hubbell, a former

partner of Rose law firm, recuses himself from anything to do with
Whitewater. - .

-Nov'. 9: Special Justice Department team sent to Little Rock to
investigate second set of referrals. ’

Dec. 24: Clinton instructs his personal lawyer to turn over to the
Justice Department all Whitewater documents, as cries for a special
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National Review
WHITEWATER

RUNS DEEP

As governor. Bill Clinton had friends with names
like ‘Diamond Jim" and ‘Hot Pants.’ Their

shady dealings cost the taxpayers millions.

What will they cost the President?

RICHARD BROOKHISER

ROM UP CLOSE. the callection
F of scandals labeled Whitewater

seems both complex and trivial.
like a swarm of dots on a TV screen.
But it is neither. With a few excep-
tions. all the alleged crimes and im-
proprieties fall into four slots: White-
water Development Corporation and
Madison Guaranty S&L ithe “piggyv-
bank™r the activities of Hillary Clin-
ton and three of her partners at the
Rose Law Firm: sex: or cover-ups of
the first three. The four-pronged con-
figuration of events reflects one real-
ity: for 14 years. Bill and Hillary Clin-
ton ran with a crummy crowd, nour-
ished in part by s1ate-capital mores, in
part by vuppie corner-cutting. They
were the Masters of the Universe, Lit-
tle Rock division. In 1992. the crowd,
and its habits. went national.

Some of the alleged misdeeds of the
Clintons and their friends are simply
sleazy. or embarrassing. Some are
criminal. On January 20. Janet Reno
appointed Robert Fiske as special
prosecutor to investigate the matter.
But what we learn over the next vear
or two will depend less on Fiske than
on the efforts of Congress and the
press. and the curiosity of the public.

The Piggvbank

HITEWATER first came to
public attention in a March
8. 1992, storv in the New

York Times. «It would be about the

last time the Times was ahead of the
curve on the case.t The story reported

that the Clintons had taken tax dethOl

tions in the mid Eighties on interest
payments for loans that had in fact
been paid for them by the Whitewater

Development Corporation, a real-es-
tate scheme in northern Arkansas
which they half-owned. Clinton, who
had struggled through the Gennifer
“ljowers scandal only weeks earlier,
asked James Lyons, a friendly lawyer,
to look through his Whitewater rec-
ords, such as they were. On March
28, Lyons reported that the Clintons
had lost $68,900 on the venture (see
“Cover-ups,” below). Reasoning that
bad investors can’t be tax cheats, the
press let the story drop.

By the fall of 1992, the Resolution
Trust Corporation, which is charged
with cleaning up the S&L mess, was
looking at Whitewater's other owners,
James and Susan McDougal. James
McDougal had known Bill Clinton
since the late Sixties. The two couples
formed the Whitewater partnership
shortly before Clinton was first elected
governor in 1978. Four vears later,
McDougal bought Madison Guaranty,
a small thrift. It got bigger. McDougal
acquired a blue Bentlev and the nick-
name “Diamond Jin..” Susan’s nick-
name was “Hot Par:s.” because that's
what she worc on commercials pro-
moting Whitewater. In 1989, Madison
Guaranty went under, at a cost to tax-
payers of 860 million.

An RTC document named the Clin-
tons as potential witnesses to the
deeds of McDougal and his “shell cor-
porations.” The Bush Justice Depart-
ment would not give the matter top
priority in the homestretch of a presi-
dential campaign. and the Clinton
Justice Department let it lie. But in

R

became a matter of public discussion.
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One subject the media have dis-
cussed has been favors McDougal al-
legedly did for the Clintons. Represen-
tative Jim Leach (R., Iowa! has called
Madison “a private piggvbank.” Most
of the crocked S&Ls of the Eighties
benefitted their owners. But Madison
Guaranty also extended itself for an
array of well-connected Arkansans, in-
cluding the Clintons. McDougal has
claimed that in 1984. Clinton com-
plained that he was hard up. *I asked
him how much he needed. and Clinton
said about $2,000 a month.” Madison
Guaranty put Hillary Clinton on a
$2,000 a month retainer. paid through
the Rose Law Firm where she
worked—an arrangement that lasted
for 15 months. The White House de-

nies that Clinton sought business for

his wife.

A year later. McDougal helped Clin-
ton retire a big bank loan. possibly
with the unwitting help of Madison's

depositors. In the Jast days of the 1984
gubernatorial campaign Clinton. feel-
ing a case of election jitters, borrowed
$50,000 from a tiny bank in eastern
Arkansas, run by a member of his
staff. After Clinton won, he asked
McDougal to “knock out the deficit.”
Madison held a fund-raiser in April
1985 which raised $35.000 for Clinton,
but investigators suspect that $12.000
of that monevy—four certified checks
for $3.000 apiece—was fraudulently
raised. One of the “contributors”
whose name appears on one of the
checks denies he ever gave $3.035 wo
Clinton in 1983. for the excellent rea-
son that he was a Republican college
student at the time.

More serious are the favors the Clin-
tons may have done for McDougal.
The feds were taking a grim view of

Madison Guaranty by 1984; the Fed-
eral Home Loan Bank Board called its
lending practices “unsafe and un-
sound.” In April 1985—the same
month as the fund-raiser—Hillary
Clinton earned her retainer by propos-
ing a rescue plan for Madison to the
Arkansas Securities Department. (The
lan proposed that Madison be al-

is Ba:g€e4!8d stock. and of-
fered. as proof of its health. an opt:-
mistic audit by Madison's accounting

5
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® firm.) As luck would have it, the com-
missioner of the Securities Depart-
ment whom Hillary’s husband had
just appointed was Beverly Bassett
(now Beverly Bassett Schaffer), a big-
hair woman who had done work for
Madison Guaranty in an earlier incar-
nation as a securities lawver. It
doesn’t get any tighter than this. In a
letter addressed “Dear Hillary.” B.s-
sett okayed the plan.

Madison never got around to issu:ig
any stock. and in the fall of 1985 11e
feds scheduled an audit for early next
year. Enter now David Hale. a2 muniui-
pal judge in Little Rock who ran Ca: -
tal Management. an investment firm
backed by the Small Business Admin-
istration for the purpose of aiding ¢.s-
advantaged entrepreneurs. Hale r w
claims that in Februarv 1986. i° a
meeting at the State Capitol. Ge.er-
nor Clinton asked: “Are you goir= to
be able to help Jim and me out?”

“That's just the way busine:~ is
done in Arkansas,” Hale adds.

The White House says that lale.
who is under indictment for fra..:i. is
a liar out to “save his butt.” ' hat
partly supports Hale. however. i: that

Capital Management in fact loaned
$300.000 to that disadvantaged entre-
preneur. Susan McDougal, and almost
half of that money ended up in White-
water's account, where it was used to
buy 810 acres from International
Paper.

These activities have to be set in the
context of the Clintons' political and
personal situation. In 1992 Bill Clin-
ton looked like an unstoppable figure,
a political Terminator. But he had
been stopped once, in 1980, when he
lost his first re-election bid for gover-
nor. He never took a race for granted
after that. The Clintons’ personal fi-
nances did not become comfortable
until Hillary began landing on corpo-
rate boards in the late Eighties. A
friend with Jim McDougal’s cash flow
was a friend indeed. McDougal went

to bat for the Clintons. at times—al-

legedly—out of order. Did they do the
same for him?

The Four Lawyers

I N A 1992 debate before the Illi-
nois primary, Jerrv Brown said
Clinton’s "wife's law firm is repre-
senting clients before state . . . agen-
cies, his appointees.” Clinton replied
that the Rose Law Firm was “the old-
est law firm in America. west of the

P

gement was true. What else had
..rs. Clinton and the partners who
crossed the Mississippi with her to
Washington—William Kennedy II1,

Webster Hubbell, and Vincent Fos-
ter—been up to?

One old case throws an ironic light
on present policy debates. In 1989
Beverly Enterprises, a national nurs-
ing-home business, decided to sell 45
nursing homes in Iowa. Beverly Enter-
prises is indirectly controlled by the
Stephens family, Little Rock banking
kingpins; William Kennedy 1II of the
Rose Law Firm (now associate counsel
in the White House) handled the deal.
On one day in August 1989 the nurs-
ing homes—which an Iowa judge has
since ruled were worth about $47 mil-
lion at the time—were sold to a Texas
businessman, who re-sold them to a
charitable company he controlled,
backed by lowa state tax-exempt
bonds. Final sale price: $63.5 million.
Not bad for a day's work. Rose Law

could have collected as much as half a
million dollars for shuffling the pa-
pers, to be divided in bonuses among
its partners, including Hillary Rod-
ham Health Care. Meanwhile, the
nursing homes, in order to pay off
their debt, were forced to raise fees.

The nursing-home deal, all perfectly
legal, offered a foretaste of the Clinton
health plan: everyone was screwed,
except the large medical corporations
and the lawyers. But some Little Rock
Jegal practitioners skated on slimmer
ice.

Also in 1989, the Federal Deposit In-
surance Corporation decided to sue
the accounting firm that had pre-
sented a clean bill of health for Madi-
son Guaranty to the Arkansas Securi-
ties Department in 1985. Vince Foster,
another partner at Rose Law and later
deputy White House counsel, wrote
the FDIC offering Rose’s services 8s
outside counsel, declaring, in a careful
present tense, that “the firm does nqt
represent any savings-and-loan associ-
ation in state or federal regulatory
matters.” Foster’s statement was true,
but so narrowly as to be false. The
Rose Law Firm did not represent any
S&Ls in 1989, but it had represented
Madison Guaranty four years ear-
Jier—and in the matter under investi-
gation. One seventeenth-century Jes-
uit, acting undercover in a Protestant
country, when interrogated by the au-
thorities denied that he was & priest,
adding silently to himself, “. . . of
Apollo.” What was good enough for the

Mississippi,” and that Brown ought to Jesuits was good enough for the FDIC. e ;
b3y # none JRTSEBI0B)Derier 7P0S PIT P disfgisscd when the Clinten

be “ashamed™ of himself “for j ng
on my wife.” The Rose Law Firm is
old. vet, as we have seen., Brown's

now associate attorney general—an
hence number three man at the Jus-
tice Department—handled the FDIC’s

cas- ~ettling the accountants’ liabil-
ity ‘the $60 million debacle at $1
million.

Two years earlier, two Rose Law
Firm partners had handled a similar
case for the Federal Savings and Loan
Insurance Corporation, in similar
style. The feds were pursuing a bond
trader who they claimed had de-
frauded a defunct Illinois S&L, First
American of Oak Brook. The Rose Law
Firm offered itself successfully as out-
side counsel, and assigned Vince Fos-
ter and Hillary Clinton to the case. N¢
one seems to have mentioned their
connection to the bond trader: Dan
Lasater, a restaurateur and cocainc
smuggler who was a friend of the Clin-
ton family. Lasater met the Clinton-
because his box at the Hot Spring-
race track was next to that of Virginia
Kelley, Bill Clinton’s mother. Lasater

ended up paying $200,000, in return
for dismissal of the $3.3 million suit.

Vince Foster is gone, of course, but
the other three lawyers are still on
call. With so much legal advice availa-
ble, you would think Bill Clinton—
himself a lawyer—would have handled
his troubles more adroitly. But maybe
he is doing exactly what they tell him.

Sex

IGHTGOWNS!  Saxophones!
N Garden hoses! Tennis balls!

Hot stuff! But don’t waste any
time on it unless it speaks to you per-
sonally, because it won’t have any re-
percussions. As Richard Nixon might
have said, we are all fornicators now.
All you'll read about here is alleged
behavior that reflects on the Arkan-
sas-Yuppie political style.

The latest Clinton sexposé was a
charge made last month by Paula
Jones, a 27-year-old former secretary,
that Governor Clinton, in 1991, had
propositioned her. Since Mrs. Jones
was a state employee at the time, she
would have grounds to sue for sexual
harassment, which she threatened to
do if an apology were not forthcoming.
No apology has come forth, neither
has any suit. Mrs. Jones’s story, if
true, confirms reports by the Arkansas
state troopers and others that Gover-
nor Clinton conducted a predatory sex
life not unlike the Duke of Mantua in
Rigoletto.

The political hook to David Brock's
report, last December, on the Arkan-
sas state troopers was that Governor
Clinton had used state employees as a
de facto escort service. The troopers’



damage-control team accused them of
assorted blemishes and grudges. But
part of their tale was confirmed a
month later when Sally Miller Perdue,
a former Miss Arkansas, told Ambrose
Evans-Pritchard of the London Sun-
day Telegraph that she had had an af-
fair with Clinton in 1983, and that
state troopers had ferried him to her
condo a dozen times. She said she was
talking to a London paper because she
had “had it with the American press.
. . . [Thhey've protected Bill Clinton in
a way they've never protected anybody
in the history of America.”

Miss Perdue's most striking com-
plaint was not about the press, how-
ever, but about politics (hardball poli-
tics). In August 1992, she had met in
a restuarant in Missouri, where she
then lived. with one Ron Tucker. He
told her that “people in high places”
wanted her to keep quiet. and
that if she didnt. “he couldn’t
guarantee what might happen
to [her] pretty little legs.” A
colleague of Miss Perdue eaves-
dropped on the converszation
and then reported it to the ¥FBlL
Tucker. a retired mining equip-
ment salesman. denies every-
thing. but his former emplover
remembers Tucker saying in
September 1992 that "somebody
from the Democratic Party in
St. Louis™ had asked him to
shut Miss Perdue up. Nothing
happened to her pretty little
legs. But she savs she found a
shotgun cariridge on the seat of
her Jeep one day. She shut up.

Cover-ups

r I Y HE PATTERN of cover-ups
began with the first scandal,
with the Lyons Report. The

great flaw of the Lyons Report was,

that if the Clintons had lost $68,900
on Whitewater as Lyons claimed—the
loss that. in the media’s minds. made
moot their fraud—why hadn’t they
claimed it on their tax returns? On the
other hand. thev were probably wise
not to have done so. since several of
the checks they paid to Whitewater,
which were counted among their
~losses.” turn out to have been repay-
ments of loans from Whitewater.
Straightening out Whitewater's fi-
nances has been hard. since so many
of the records have vanished. Susan

McDougal said she gave the corpora-

tion's files to the Clintons in 1987; the

Clintons can't seem to finc¢ them. No

\ gnome in the office of the Arkansas
secretary of state told The New Yorker
that the microfilms of the records had
been stored in a former boiler room.
“Bingo! It was all ruined. You'd open
the drawers and stench from the acid
would knock vou down.”

Most suspicious has been the Ad-
ministration’s handling of the files of

deputy White House counsel Vince

Foster. Foster had been a friend of the

intons and a partner of Hillary for
vears: he had sold the Clintons’ shares
in Whitewater in 1992. After Foster's
body was found on the afterncon of
July 20, 1993, we know that three

White House staffers, including coun-

sel Bernard Nussbaum, entered Fos-

ter’s office that night. Since the room
wasn't sealed until the next day, we
don’t know who else may have entered
it before investigators arrived, on the
22nd. According to an unreleased po-
lice report, Nussbaum interfered with
interviews of White House staff by di-
recting other White House lawyers to
sit in. He himself inspected Foster’s
briefcase. finding nothing. Four days
later, an associate White House coun-
sel taking a second look found the
torn-up scraps of a depressed note in
the same briefcase. Nussbaum also
sifted through the papers in Foster's
office. deciding what the investigators
could and could not see; he gave Fos-
ter's Whitewater files to David Ken-
dall, the Clintons’ personal lawyer, cit-
ing lawyer-client privilege. A specious
excuse: if Foster was their personal
lawyer, why was he on the White
House staff? If he was on the White
House staff, why was he doing per-
sonal legal work for them? Five
months later—on December 23-—Clin-
ton finally agreed to give the White-
water files to the Justice Department,
though even then he stalled, claiming
that the files needed “cataloguing.”
The files were finally surrendered
under a subpoena, meaning they are
not subject to the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act.

In Washington, Clinton supporters
rely on obfuscations and stonewalling.
Back home, somebody may be going as
far as thuggery. Sally Miller Perdue
claims she was threatened in Mis-
souri. In Little Rock, in June
1992, three goons visited the
apartment of Gary Johnson, a
lawyer, beat him up, and. he al-
leges, stole a videotape of Clin-
ton visiting the apartment of
Johnson's neighbor, Gennifer
Flowers. Johnson suffered seri-

- iary; whether they were in-j

flicted by “over-zealous” Clinton
supporters, or by enraged book-
makers, is beyond my power to
guess.

Was Vince Foster visited by
goons With a gun’ That seems
too sensational to be true. The
most lurid scenario for his sui-
cide would have him shooting

himself in some inconvenient location.
whence his body was taken to Fort
Marcy Park. But until we have a po-
lice report—a report by real police. not
the beer-and-dog-doo police who mind
federal parks in the Beltway—all spec-
ulation is conservative grassyv-knol-
lism. Robert Fiske, the special prose-
cutor, announced on February 23 the
names of the lawvers who would in-
vestigate Foster’s death. My own ec-
centric theory of his death is that it
had nothing to do with Whitewater. or
politics of any kind. People who kill
themselves usually suffer from woes
far deeper than the proximate upheav-
als in their lives.

Looking Ahead

OBERT FISKE has rented of-
Rﬁce space in Little Rock for

three years. If Lawrence
Walsh’s performance as an independ-
ent prosecutor is any guide. he could
be at work for much longer. Fiske's
résumé suggests a comfortable legal es-
tablishmentarian, but, like Walsh. he
now has a personal interest in finding
something.

We may learn more sooner from
Congress. Jim Leach, the ranking mi-
nority member of the House Banking
Committee, has the voice and manner
of someone who hosts a children’s
show on public television. But on
Whitewater, he has the bit between
his teeth. The law requires Congress
to review the activities of the RTC
every six months; the latest hearing is
three months late. The House parlia-

mentarian has advised Congressman
Leach that the minority may call any
witnesses it likes, though the chair-
man—Henry Gonzalez of Texas—
could restrict questioning. “The minor-
ity,” says Leach, “will attempt to
demonstrate that Madison attempted
direct and ‘indirect payments of the
obligations of Whitewater and its
principals.”

Leach was the first congressmen to
note the burgeoning S&L mess, and
Whitewater strikes him “as déja vu all
over again. There are a lot of analogies

one can find the records of theF KA # moriead JRTSE6306) Rers!d: 70103%38eRaded56h and Lincoln,” the

Clinton  gubernatorial  campaign,
which would include information on
Madison Guaranty's 1965 fund-raiser.

rated bladder, and had to have
his spleen removed. These inju-
ries were presumably not volun-

S&L of Charles Keating. “Linceln was
a personal piggvbank.” which Keating
tried to keep afloat by compromising



important figures in Congress [the
Reating Fivel. Madison is a digit and
a half smaller than Lincoln. but
money was sifted out. and an attempt
was made to compromise the governor
through campaign contributions. but
also by a persistent conflict of in-
terest"—the Whitewater partnership.
“I was npaive to believe at the be-
ginning.” Leach concludes, “that it
was just modest embarrassment that
might be borne by the Clintons. Each
passing week. darker imagery ap-
pears.”

Will the darker imagery have politi-
cal consequences? The White House
seems to think so: the New York
Times. putting the story back on page
one for the first time in almost two
vears. reports that senior Clinton
aides. including Nussbaum, were
briefed by the head of the RTC on the
statute of limitations concerning of-
fenses related to Madison Guaranty. If
the story simply limps along. in Con-
gress and in a reawakened press. it
must erode the cushion of support that
any President needs when a peace-
keeping mission bogs down. or the
economy goes flat.

The great unknown is the attitude
of the public. Here is a guide for focus-
ing its thoughts. In 1992, we thought
we elected the New Politics. Maybe
we did. but we also elected some
very old politics. We sent a gang of
corsairs to Washington—sharpers and
shysters and razorback banditti. In
Arkansas. thev lied and stole, and
some of them did worse. In the White
House. they lie about what they did
then. When they were running for of-
fice. nobody told us what they were
like; but now that they're in power,
can we learn? O s

FOIA # none (URTS 16306) Docld: 70105138 Page 51
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T is'not the'ranting
‘the rhetoric-of some Clinto

isn't saying as much. - .

o ! Most of what happened in Fort Marcy Park on July 21 has
remained secret The Park Police report -has’ only.been re-
.. Miewed once, by the Daily. News. But we are now familiar ~

. .what Foster

Fnls

3

ted by special Whitewater prosecutor §
R0l y been accepted by his lead investigator, -
former Manhattan prosecutor Ronald Lankler, although he

e,

Rt e P e PO

[ KT N v

of some conspiracy theorist. It is-not-

n supporter..The'U.S, Park Po-

+.dlice report on the death:of Deputy White House Counsel -
-« Vince Foster s a simple story ’
et It has-been accep
““Rabert Figke. It has

from & police blotter.

-fwith its specific conclusions. Investigators, who do not wish
- tobe 1dentgﬂed.'. ha\fe been interviewed. This is the final re-.
.. port on.their, probe into one man’s desperate act. Sl

' In the last ‘second of life, g
* Vincent Foster placed 3 pistol
barrel deep in his mouth, grab.
~ bing the butt with both hsnds..
»The White House lawyer was.
:-sented on & grassy hill at s 45-
. degree angle, & Civil War can-
oo behind him. No one knows

was thinking. only '
_what be did next He pulled the trig. -
" gorback with his right thumb. == -
. ‘The bullet escaped the top part of .
Read. He fell back dead, his srms .
Alling to hizgsides, his legs straighten.
. fug out The gun remained in his right .
band, stuck in the trigyer guard. Lat-.

*> er, after photographs were taken, an
- investigator would have to move the Wwas stuck In the trigger guard. Simon.

friend of the President”
‘The principal forensic investigator,
- Pele Simonello, inspected the body.

.‘The crime scene belonged, mostly, 10~

-him.
There was ouly a little blood, Si-
monetlo wrote. on the front of Foster's
body. The dead lawyer’s right thumd

.ello had to pry the pistof out of Fos-

o dloel..‘ maa's thum) just to free the pis-*

The lnvu'l.ig:ation into Foster's

-'ter's hand. He saw powder burns on
« the right hand. Ballistics testz later

" desth was handled sbly by the U.S. confirmed Simonello’s original belief

=+ Purk Police, a unit that has suffered that Foster had been holding the bar- -
. .terribly from gossip and.second-

rel with his right hand. The gun had

-i" guessiog The FBI wag with them' evs, been deep’in Foster’s mouth, Simon-
... ery step of. the way. There are. fio™ €110 realized, well-behind his still-in-
. o-looseende oo it tact teeth. The medical examiner

- “‘The first thfn,g the cops heard after. found obvious powdcr burns on Fos-.

. ;< Foster's suicide was: coverup. -Thie -.ler's. pulate and tongue. . - .

:v....mw discovered by 2 park main--- - INo one heaed he shot, investigators
+ 7.« tanance worker who had slipped into. determined, because Faster's head
- - «the area for a quiet midday drink He 5erved as a kind of grisly gun silencer.

. reported finding the body, but then

There was no indentation of any kind

! :made up a story about having scen a - on the index finger. His body, despite
: & white van. He has since recanted the . What you read, was never moved by

: 2 white van story. admitling. it was ere:, . anyone.

i 3= ated to cover up his own behavior... -

-1 Indeath, Vincent Foster.was d{scov-

o g The first eop, to arrive wag a patrol - €red lving oddly straight To ‘onlook-
7 Q.ofMeer named :Fornshill. Calling for ers, Foster looked to be asleep. Pru-

;1 “~ backup, Park Police investigators .fessionals could sce more.
<:. @ sianted. to-show up. The first thing. ... . Blost of Foster’s blood had come out
they noticed, apparently. was Foster's; the back of his head though an exit

@3 carin the parking lot. Faster had-jeft .. wound. The bullél, which exited’

\Y
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vigin Aneigyesy
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-hag.ever heard of:Vincent Foster. -

s wg set:Hig watlet was also in the dar. ttie.

doors unfocked._Na.one at 1he scene .’
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,oxNis sult jaeket behind .ig: the -car, ;. through the top of the silting lawyer's -
“{ . & -White House credentials.in.the pock- - head, could not be found. It was lshol

4 o, 7 VRS ids, t T arcd of noliced.”
PR B RIS NG 06 BRIElE: AN SIS RAge-BB  tuve carcd o noticed.

- tectors butever fouud the stug. -
F npticed. the White:.-. The biood ‘'wasn't' obvitus o pira- !
e Rsgitadt hrd Toved down the back  der bara from the cxlinder blast on_ One FBLagent siagd upty, sticich
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VINCENT FOSTER in 1988 in the offices of the Rose Law Fimm in Uttle Rock, Adk.

*That meunt Vince Foster died
right on the hill where he was sitting.”
said one invesgtigator.

The bady had not been moved from
its resting place 20 fect in front of the

' csnnon, It wasn't moved until after 8

p.m., at fcast three hours afler the
shooting. Blood lividity is curious. In
dead budics. pools form. The pools
cannot be disturbed by movement
without showing signs. There were
llone,

The soles of Foster’s shoes, police
noticed, were unmarked. As they
should have becn, it was determined.

Foster's shocs told investigators -he

- had walked from.the parking lot

through an opceit firld.

The cops started thking piclures.
They took two sels before Foster was
moved. The first set was taken with a
35-mm. camera. The shols are overex-
posed. You can‘see the hand und the.
gun, but it is pot'edsy. The second set

There is a body, legs out. on a hillside,
Very little blood. You can see a pow-
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Park Police and preserved; If for
some reason they need w be. lovked
at, say to find imagined carpet fibers
{rom an equally imagined safe house.
they can be vaceumed and searched.

Moranic thinps were done later.
Bernard Nussbaum, the Prevident's
fawyer, did many. The Park Iolice
were assured on the first day thae Fos-
ter's office would b scaled. Bat when
six investigators showed up tosinspect
il the next day (two FBI! sgents, two
Justice Department lawyvers-dnd two

.Park Policc cops), Nussbaum refused

10 fet them in. The office hade™t becn
scaled by Scerct Service. The investi-
gators were told to sit in chalr. bucks
o the walls, 15 fect from'Foster's
desk. Docummenis were displdyed by
Nussbaum. “No one kuew or cared
sbout Whitewater thon,” saidsone in-

“vestigator. “We had a suicldo® inves-

tigate. We could have been sittingon a
case of Whitewatesr documents and

NuSSBAUM'S IRE BEA H §
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-] repeuedLv “We can‘t show: you
this. ‘this’ is--personal.” “The cops, &
Park Police investigatorand captam,
m:re furious. Personal notes.”espe:
i glally in a suicide csse. are unportam.*
"Why can't you just handle thu as @
Tormal case?™ Nussb:um ag
‘one point. = # .
i 4“Because this lsnt 2 norma! casel
‘said the chief Investigator from the
parkbohce Peter Markland. e
+ ““Why not?” Nussbaum said:” TR
1 “Beeause if this was a normal case |
I'W'have all of the desd gw's files in
me back seat of my m, Markland &
CREE
K No one can, say why Foster kllled
llimself Only that he did., The cow
:* egup. if there was one, started with
»» ‘Nussbaum. The Presideat’s lawye
] aeted like someoné- with a client who*
n had something to hide. “I thought they’
@il should have been arrested for ob--
s wistruction of justice,” said one investis-

A familfer with the suicide inves  Markiand in Foster's office on July 2L.
""m’:::' Coes *You are asked to delleve that Mack:
: '%{r i one.m ore mysmn/ to de“' jand, who was looking for a note.
e ri ~,'l'here is one small l.rhnzle-shaped
ut :uiohce i<>&’ u:el so-ca&l)ed smcxdhé note
T missing. It is about an inch and a folded and torn note was written by
. ::‘ut;i 1::; :?mop?pz&?;:‘m“n; ;13‘“ , Foster. The m Poli‘ce handu‘r_ﬂtvl.‘lng
» 1of the maja content. It could be a date, gtﬁ?dgn 't so:nnd' si.?.'ﬁl onec:::
1i - investigators delieve, The. Park’ PO- ‘sarily. This could just be the musings
7 e and Bl iwsgalors ol 4t 57 Gespere man tumed o
* note into 28 pleces, then throws It ln ;}gﬁsb’;?:; ?fss :‘;Tﬁ;:e,h: :;t;,?r c:;
his briefcase for sal‘eheeping’

"come back w0 say, “"That's not what I

. —Wcm The pote isn’t dated by ei

paper in Foster’'s own brie(case.
. ‘There is aiso the note itself. Yes, the

.| :House ssslstant ctaims she latec
found the note on July 28 had been . .. Foster, dld.\ how
pievuously inspecwd for notes by thlngn.n nboux

S ~eas

iThe briet:::: in which-a W};|QF% mw(ﬂﬂﬂi&&@g@&)ﬂ ﬁlggmm%{fm

tg & some-"
e called

L —m e T~ T o

cumouhugimcdemﬁedmwssus sen, Daieaurwers(r)loom
on outside Litde Rock's St. Andrew's Cathedrat, site of Fosted's funersl.

- dida't sae 28 pieces of bright yellow

“and Firearms was asked o inspeet™’
_Foster's sulcide weapon. This was

.who Xilled himself hates the FBI, why
_give them his gun and neote 1o snalyze -

‘have met Nussbaum. Thdy have seen

WAVER RUNS DEEP

them liars. The Park Police. when~
they saw this. believed the dead man's
charge interesting. The FBI was in- '
vestigating the csse with them from
the first day.’ But just to be safe, the ..
federal ‘Bureau of Alc¢ohol, Tobaceo ¢

done 1o keep the FBI away. Handwrit-
Ing analysis was done by the Park Po-
lice for the same reason If the guy-
two months later? The Park Police

the White House in action. Why

“tig kingbyu;e US, Pack Pdsio

~says.~mtter

is "a bunch
of nothing’

‘1 8y TIMOTHY CUIFFORD

Nows Wazrsgn Surnai Crée(

" WASHINGTON — The aew
While Houze counsel quickly hit
the TV talk-show circuit yesterday
- predicting the Whitewater con-
{roversy will turn out to de “a
bunch of nothing.”

But Lloyd Culler. appointed by
President Clinton last week alter
Bernard Nussbaum was forced to
resign. admitted on NBC that he
had “not been into the details of
Whitewater.”

And, appearing on ABC, James
-McDougal, owner of a failed S&IL.
linked to the Clintons and their
parner in the Whitcwater real es-
tate venture, said the President is
“guilty of committing no crime™”
and cleared First Lady Hillary
Rodham Cliaton of everything but
“poor bookkeeping.”

However, Rep. James Leach (R-
lowa), on CBS. charged regional
regulators probing McDougal's
Madison Guaranty say their Wash-
inglon superiors have “not been
cooperative.™

Newsweek reports this weck
that Trcasury’s Resolution Trust
Corp. prober Jean Lewis was tak-
en off the Madison case sfler se-
cret White House meetings be-
tween Clinton and Treasury
officials about “he case. The mag-
azine says that Lewis is expected
to testify defore a8 congrrssional
hearing.

Whitewater Specml Prosecutor
Robert Fiske,'beyond reviewing
the Clintons"real estate dealings
in Arkansas and their ties to Madi-
son Guaranty. is investigating
whether the White House sought
te compromise the RTC's suppos-
edly -independent probe of the
S&L. Three White House officials
testified belore his grand jury fast
week and seven more former or
-eurrent administration officials

are expeeted (o testify seon before
the panel. .
- Repubdlican lawmakers — in-
.cluding New York Sen. Alfonse
‘D'Amalo = kept up their deum-
‘beat yesterday .for conytss:onnl
hearings. -

“*““We can detay and we can
“stonewsll,” Senate GOP Leader
Bob Dole (R-Kan.) said on ABC.

“But sooner or Iater there will be
Beari

‘Asked whether the Clintons
themseives would give testitmony
in person 3t & congressional hear-
 iRg/]Cutler spid on CBS, “k really
nd§ onthg g l? ofthe oiat-

lice.-
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WHITEWATER: IS THE CRIME A COVER-UP?

Bill Clinton keeps insisting that no crimes were committed and no wrongs done. but
the clouds of the so-called Whitewater affair continue to gather around his
administration. Last week's disclosures that White House Counsel Bernard Nuss-
baum had been briefed privatel on the Whitewater investigation heightened the
controversy —and may have been the episode that sealed Nusshaum's fate.

The White House wax roiled further at week's end by a surprise subpoena for
Whitewater-related documents. At issuc is whether the president and Hillary '
Rodham Clinton profited improperly from the Jand imvestment or failed to declare
and pay sufficient taxes. Amid a firestorm of criticism. Clinton himself called the
Nussbaum meetings a mistake. But that's just the beginning. A grand jun’s
investigation of documents shredded by Hillary Clinton’s former partners at the Rose
Law Firm in Litte Rock has fueled talk of a cov cr-up. Although the late Vincent
Foster’s initials appeared on the documents. Rose partners deny that any of Foster's
papers were destroved.

Foster committed sui-
cide last vear. but his
legal work may vet prove
relevant to the inquin.
U.S. News has learned
that Foster orked
for Jamezs McDougal's
Madison Bank & Trust
asearly as 1981, Madison

Questions for three Arkansas figures
S 1

lent Hillary Clinton

$30.000 to build a model sonnd. o naAx: DAL RER

home at Whitewater. WHY DID THE U.S. DID THE FORMER  DID THE CURRENT

That lot was Jater sold. ATTORNEY IN MUNICIPAL GOVERNOR OF i

Whitewater transac- LITTLE ROCK JUDGE FUNNEL  ARKANSAS !

tions are at the heart of REJECT DAVID YO POLITICAL PROFIT ;

the currentinvestigation HALE'S PLEA FRIENDS IMPROPERLY j

by special prosecutor SARGAIN OFFER  $900,000 IN FROM LOANS

Robert Fiske Jr. TO ACT AS AN GOVERNMENT THAT WERE MADE
No deal. Past investi- | ympercover LOANS THAY BY MALE AND

gators have been less INFORMANT WERE SUPPOSED  SUBSEQUENTLY

vigorous l‘han Fiske. Af- AGAINST 10 60 10 FALSIFY

ter his Little Rock of-

N h | ARKANSAS’S DISADVANTAGED FINANCIAL
fices were raided last | ;
June. David Hale. a for- L POLITICAL ELITE? ENTREPRENEURS? STATEMENTS?

mer judge now accused
of fraud. offered to wear a hidden microphone. Hale told U.S. Attorney Paula Ciey
that Bill Clinton and Jim Guy Tucker. Clin' w1’s successor as governor. were imohved
in the fraud. which entailed SYHLUO ip .« ieral loans. By aiding the investigation of
fraud and other business related to Whitewater. Hale hoped to cut a deal.

Standard prosecutorial practice it such cases is 10 secure cooperation of minor
defendants and go aftcs bigger fish. Casev refused Hale's offer of cooperation.
however. A jongtime supporter and an appointee of Bill Clinton. she finallv
recused herself from the Whitewater inquiry in November —after Hale had been
indicted and his opportunity to assist with an investigation had diminished. ( usey
did not return phone calls to discuss the Hale case.

Hale could still hurt the president. At a pretrial hearing last week. witiosses
testified that he boasted of Clinton’s involvement in his loan schemes. And tre 1o
come up in Hale’s trial later this month is a $300.000 loan made to a McDougui <hell
corporation called Master Marketing. Hale says Clinton pressured him into m.iking
the loan: the president denies it. T BY GREG FERGUSON AND DavID BOWERMASTE:
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R@Lawyers Say Shreddi;g
Was Unrelated to Foster Probe

employees shredded documents re-

By Susan Schmidt
Washington Poet Staff Writer

Documents shredded last month

by a courier at the Rose law firm in
Little Rock, Ark., contained firm fi-
nancial statements and minutes of
ership meetings. according to
firm lawyers, and not sensitive ma-
terials handled by Vincent Foster,
who served as deputy White House
counsel before his suicide last July.

But investigators reexammng the -

circumstances of Foster’s suicide
and the law firm'’s relationship to the

failed Madison Guaranty Savings & -

Loan have questioned the courier,
Jeremy Hedges, a college student
employed by the firm, before a fed-
eral grand jury, according to sources
close to the firm.

Foster, Hillary Rodham Clinton
and Associate Attorney General
Webster L. Hubbell were Rose part-
-ners before coming to Washington.
The law firm represented Madison
and a number of businesses linked to
the S&L. Foster’s suicide is part of
the -wide-ranging investigation into
Madison and the Clintons’ White-
water real estate venture being con-
ducted by Special Counsel Robert B.
Fiske Jr.

Fiske said Feb. 9 that he would in-
vestigate an allegation- reported in
the Washington Times that Rose

lated to the Whltewater investiga-
tion.

The New York Times reported -
yesterday that Hedges was brought

before the Whitewater grand jury on
Feb. 16 and testified that he did not
know exactly what he had shredded

but that the outside of the box bore ..
Foster’s initials, as did binders con- '
tained inside. He also reportedly said ~

he saw Foster’s name on some of
the documents. '
. Rose firm sources said the box of

material to be shredded was put to- *-

gether by a clerk in helping a lawyer "

change offices.

Foster had worked on White-

water tax returns for the Clintons,
and at the time of his death had set

. up a blind trust for their assets.

The Rose firm, one of the largest
in Arkansas, has been at the center
of controversy over its representa- '’

tion of Madison before the state se-

curities commission while Bill Clin- _

ton was governor. Hillary Clinton
helped represent the S&L in the
matter.

The firm has been conducting an’

internal inquiry into the client bill-

ing practices and expense accounts . .

of Hubbell, a former managing part-
ner.

(indicate page, name of
newspaper, City and state.)
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By CHRISTOPHER RUDDY

The FBI was kept out of
the investigation into Vin-
cent Foster's alleged sul-
cide because of a “power
struggle within the FBI
and the Department of
Justice,” former FBI Di-
rector William 8essions
says.

“The dccision about the
investigative role of the
FBI in the Foster death
was .,. compromised
from the beginning,” Ses-
sions clalmed in a bitter
handwritten statement he
gave to The Post yester-
day.

After Foster's death on
July 20, the Justice De-

NEW YORK POST,

“The role of
the FBI was, ..
compromised
from the
beginning.”

WILLIAM SESSIONS
it e, o ]

partment put the U.8. Park
Police in charge of the In-
vestigation.

8esslons said the FBI did
not get involved in the
probe for political reasons.

“The relationship be-
tween the White House and
the FBI at the time of Mr..

Experts: Park cops [
bungled the probe'

By CHRISTOPHER RUDDY

U.S. Park Police falled to
follow standard investiga-
tive procedures in probing
the circumstances sur-
rounding the death of
deputy White House counsel
Vincent Foster, law-enforce-
ment experta toid The Post.

‘The Park FPolice, by
quickly classifying Foster's
death a suicide, violated a
cardinal invutlntlve rule'

knee” search of the area
around his body, or use
metal detectors to search
for the bullet that was
fired into Foster’s mouth
and exited through the
back of his head.

They also didn't dust
Foster's car for finger-
prints, or canvass the
neighborhood around the
park, or interview regular

park visitors,
And they were appar-
ently e that there

Making a snap judgment
that Foster's death was a
suicide was a violation of
textbook procedure —
which laid the groundwork
for further violations.

“In the Vince Foster case
nothing was done right, as
far as the public record
shows," said Gene Whea-
ton, an investigator for 22
years with the Army's
Criminal Investiagtion
Dlvlllon.

rts stress that any
deA uhould be considered
icide until it

was & rear park entrance
— closer to the death scene
than the main entrancs.

Their sloppy on-site in-
vestigation was duplicated
off-site when they delayed
securing Foster's office for
at least 12 hours — it not
longer.

And they also didn't run
ballistic tests on the
found in Foster's han
tests that experts say
would show whether the
80-year-old weapon was

rable.
. .u‘k Palice officials have

Il proven otherwise by fo-
rensic and autopsy reports
and other evidence.

The Park Police con-
ducted only a eurlor{
search in Fort Marcy Pa
in Arlington, Va. — appar-
ently becauss they be.
lieved Foster's July 20
doath was a suicide.

Witneascs said police did
not follow textbook proce

dure and do a

ded the probe that fol-
lowed the discovery.

“It seemod definitely a
suicide,” said one of the
tirst law enforcement offi-
cials to arrive at the scene
of Foster’s body.

“It was a perfect place to
commit suicide. lt‘l very
peaceful there in the

F % “g::ner tnvu}gd F

WILLIAM SESSIONS
Bares power struggle.

Foster's death should be

locked at in the context of

known events which had

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 1994

X-GHIEF POLITICS KEP

+ Bessions sald.

Sessions -~ fired by
President Clinton the day
before Foster's suicide —
noted that there lud beena
long-standing or
struggle within the FBI

. and the Department of

Justice.”

He sald Foster, as the top
deputy in the White Houu
counsel's  office,
deeply involved in [thl
relationships and events
Involving the dueling bu-
reaucracies.

One of those “events,” he
sald, was the Travelgate
scandal - when 1
agents were “summoned to
the White House without

political lmpllcltlonl."

my knowledge" as part of
a bid by Clinton aldes to
oust veteran White House
travel staffers in an abor-
tive bld to make way for
Clinton cronies.

The White House later
admitted erring in getting
the FBI involved and in
publicizing its Involve-
ment.

“The White House and
Justice Department were

clearly in a politically-

awkward poaition with the
FBI ‘Travelgate’ investl-
gation in July 1908" —
when Foster's body was
discovered, Sessions wrote
‘The Post.

Floyd Clarke, who was

VINCENT FOSTER
“Deeply involved”,

named acting FBI director
the day before Foster died,
“had been long involved
with the Department of
Justice to affect the power
lh;;ﬁ at the FBI," Sessions
sa

And that, Sessions in-

ferred, is why Clarke let
the Park Police head the

'?e

J

e i»“v«f

Following are !ho sodor pol ice
were w:?a
Counsel Vincent Foster,

Don't call o death a svicide
until you con prove it.

Treat the orea around the
body as q crime scene.
Conduct @ thorough search,

Find the bullet, Emplay metol
detectos.

Canvass the and
boring h«:mlo‘sw't lnlarmwm'rg
u/ur visifors o the park. :

Treat the car as part of the .

crime scene.

Conduct ballistics fests on the
in, firing the unused bullet.
est the gun for operability.

Secura the viclim's office

;lsrcﬂhe Ihbok’%a

Consider the first person to

have found the body as an

important witness, ond, if

foulplay is involved, as o
sible suspect.

J .
ted by the U.S. PcrkPolmlnprobmgﬂndeo#hofdepuV%men

-cmd

investig

Calls for comment to the
White House and the Jus-
tice Department were not
returned.

A number of law enforce-
ment officlals questioned
why the FBI did not take
on the investigation,

“In view of the nature of
this case, the FBI should
have been involved,” Wil-
liam Roemer, former head
of the FBI's Organlized
Crime Strike Force, told
The Post.

Roemer blasted the bu-
reau for “allowing the tafl
to wag the dog.”

“{Attorney - General

Janet] Reno and Clinton
had undue influence, The
FBI would normally be
finding reasons to get in-
volved in a high profile
case,” Roemer salid, ques-
tioning the reasoning be-
hind the Park Police’s lead
role in the probe.

Other law enforcement
officlals echoed his senti-
ments.

“The Park Police are not ‘
s

much more than traffic
control and night watch-

a retired investigator wit|
the Army Criminal Inves
Division.

W with the Army CID,
eaton said, they were

Social Security Sweepsiakes: Page 68

men,” said Gene Wheaton,

fr s dealings with the "%
Park Police during his 33 °
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 Foster’s life, death still in

By Bill Nichols
USA TODAY

HOPE, Ark. — The day after
deputy White House counsel
Vincent Foster apparently shot
himself last summer, Presi-
dent Clinton told his devastated
stafl: “No one can ever know
why this happened.”

But even as Foster rests in a
quiet cemetery west of town
here, Whitewater special coun-
sel Robert Fiske is actively
pursuing just that question.

Friends and family of Foster
both in Hope, President Clin-
ton's birthplace, and in Littie
Rock at first refused to believe
the strong, successful attorney
would take his own life.

Today, however, those close
to Foster fiercely denounce
suggestions of foul play or
some sort of conspiracy.

Their scenario: Foster, in
Washington at the behest-of the
Clintons — his closest friends
besides wife Lisa — found him-
self buffeted by political at-
tacks he had never encoun-
tered before, and, suffering
from depression and a fierce

* sense of pride, simply snapped.

“There’s not really any other
logical explanation,"” says
Mark Grobmyer, a friend and
Little Rock lawyer. “If Vince

could come back and explain
why he did it, I'm not sure that
he could to anyone’s satisfac-
tion.”

“How many people in their
whole lives are ever asked to
be the deputy counsel in the
White House by the presi-
dent?” says Little Rock attor-
ney Joseph Purvis, Foster's
boyhood friend from Hope.

“How do you say no? If you
are ... a person with any kind
of competitive fire or spirit
you've got to try. The problem
is that, for somebody like
Vince, it was a trap.”

DATE: 3- J:-?z.
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Fiske, by his actions, appar-
ently is not sure. And the clam-
or in Congress grows louder.

Said House Minority Whip -
- Newt Gingrich, R-Ga., on CNN

Sunday: “The fact that the in-
dependent counsel has brought
in a homicide expert as one of
his deputies and ... is review-
ing the Park Police’s entire in-
vestigation has to at least say
that there's a lot there that's
weird.”

Weird is not how Foster has
been described. He was an ac-
complished lawyer, partner at
Little Rock's Rose firm with
Hillary Rodham Clinton and
Associate Attorney General
Webster Hubbell. He rose fast,
dazzied his colleagues and left
a glittering résumé.

In Little Rock, Foster was
someone who “had usually al-
ways succeeded, who had been
beyond reproach down here,”
says Max Brantley, editor of
the weekly Arkansas Times.

Says George Frazier, a Hope
insurance agent who talks “and
somenmes cries a little” every

ther day or so with Foster’s

FOVA@W&O@HM@&&BOG)

“There are still some ques-

tions that need to be answered.
But it's a terrible burden on
bt W o

“7was properly ruléd -a suicide b
.{h:dU.S.ParkPohce.whid\han-

those of us who loved Vince
and watched him grow up to
open the newspaper ... and
find these stories.”

While the US. Park Police
concluded Foster’s death wasa
suicide, there are questions:

» One of Fiske's eight assis-
tants, Roderick Lankler, a
prosecutor with long experi-
ence with homicide cases, is
probing Foster's death.

» Foster had a file on the
Clinton’s involvement in the
Whitewater real estate venture
in his White House office that
was moved by White House
aides after his death.

» Findings of the FBI, US.

Park Police and Bureau of Al-
cohol, Tobacco and Firearms
into Foster’s death have not
been made public. Fiske has

asked they be held until he fin-

ishes his investigation.

» The Park Police docu-
ment reportedly said White
House counsel Bernard Nuss-
baum was not helpful, monitor-
ing their interviews with White
House employees and limiting
access to documents.

Dbmm%?ﬁ%g

death scene was too tidy: Fos
ter had little blood on his
clothes.

Investigators were not al-

' lowed into Foster's office the

‘day after he died, though Nuss-
baum, Maggie Wilhams. chief
of staff for Hillary Clinton and
Patsy Thomasson, an Arkansas
Democratic stalwast and
" White House aide,-got. in. the

““night he died.

» A note, at first missed in
Foster's briefcase, was not
turned over for 30 hours.

Torn into 27 pieces, the note
" indicated Foster was bitterly
frustrated with Washington. It
was unsigned, undated and did
not bear his

Frazier talked to Lisa Foster
last week to request a photo of
her husband for a commemo-
rative display of the four Hope

boys who went to
— Clinton, White House chief
of staff Thomas *“Mack"
McLarty, administrative aide
David Watkins and Foster.
“She-.seemed to be doing
OK,” Frazier says. “She has
some good days and some bad
days, just like the rest of us.”
Vince Foster's closest
friends now see his death as

- the result of an almost unavoid-

able tension between his easy
and constant success in Little

- Rock and the more partisan at-

mosphere of Washington.
He was savaged for- -early

missteps — the firing of the

White House travel-office

| workers, the inability to settle
. on a nominee for attorney gen-
| ‘eral — and felt he could nei-

ther leave his two old friends
or return home in failure.

“He got there and where you
orl...would have simply said
to our good_buddy, ‘Mr. Presi-
dent, I'love you dearly, I'm
deeply grateful, however this is
not my cup of tea’ Vince
couldn’t do that," says Purvis.

Purvxs said he had dreamed

oster recently. “I was in the
1te House and I was talki
to Vince. We kind of had our

arms around each other. And

D FATLCNC {2 o . W\ _ K~ Dejustkeptsaying you can't be-
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PROBER: WE'LL START
FROM SCRATCH OK

FOSTER’S SU

8y THOMAS FERRARO Pos? Correspondent

WASHINGTON — A top aide to Whitewa-
ter special counsel Robert Fiske vowed yes-
terday to start from scratch and conduct a
“top to bottom™ review of whether White
House lawyer Vince Foster committed sul-

cide.

“Obviously, if he did not commit suicide, and
pomething else happened — that's going to be
relevant to a lot of things,” prosecutor Roderick

Lankler told The Post.

Lankler, a veteran New York homicide prosecutor,

said he i putting to-
gether his own team of
investigators, patholo-
gists and forensic ex-

rts to review the U.S.

ark Police conclusion
that Foster kilied him-
selt.

“Suffice to say, we're
golng to go through the en-
tire investigation — from
top to botiom,” Lankler
said in a telephone inter-
view. )

“The of our in-
vestigation is ¢ find out
how he died and why he
died [and] if it's relevant to
the Whitewater investige-
tion — that's the relevant
{nvestigation™

Fizke is heading & sweep-
ing prode into the Clintons’
co-ownership of the White-
water Development Corp.
and thelr tiez to a falled
Arkanses savings and
loan. Madison Guaranty

s&l.
The Post first raised
doubts about Foster's

death in January, quotlns

amedics, lawmen an
pathalogists who ques-
tioned Park Police proce-
dures as well as the fed-
era! agency's conclusion
Aug. 10 — three weeks
after Foster's death — that
it was a suiclde.

Lankler indicated that
members of the White
House staf{ will be inter-
viewed for his investiga-
tion dut declined comment
on whether President Clin-
ton and Firat Lady Hillary
Rodham Clinton might be
among thase quizzed.

Au‘t‘c:ry. forensic and
ballistic records also are
certain to be re-examined.

Attorney General Janet
Reno, asked at her weekly
pews conference yesterday

- -

if she was aware of “any-
thing that would remotely
suggest” Foster's desth
was anything but a suicide,
replied: “No.*

Lankler, asked {f he
agrees with Reno, sald:
“That's what I'm supposed
to be doing ~— trying to find
out what happened.”

Shortly after Fouater was
found dead with & bullet in
his head in s Virginia park

* July 20, Whitewater papers

were quletly vemoved
from his office by White
House sides.

Those rs were turned
over to federal inv stora
thiz winter after The Wash-
{ngton Times disclosed thelr

existence,

Lankler sajd, "It iz also
our purpase . . . to find out
what bappened sfter he
was found dead — in re-

to what went on in
the White House.™

Lankler, one of eight
veteran prosecutors hired
by Fiske last week, was
given the task of investl-
gating Foster'a death.

He sald he expects to hire
the forensic experts and
pathologiats next week, but
refused to predict how Jong
his probe may take.

“The obiective we have .

here is to 4o the most thor-
ough, complete and profes-

sional job we can,” he sald. -
*“We are going 1o take the :
time we need to do 1t

CIDE’

The Park Police finding
of suicide was su d
by the FBl,and & &gg‘(nh

. medical examiner ruled
+ that Foster's wounds were

consistent with sulclde.
Clinton has publicly ae-
ted the cide ruling
but. has said the reasons
his boyhood friend pulled
the trigger may never be
known.
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Foster case’s

coroner erred
in °89 killing
‘Suicide’ ruling reversed,
leading to a conviction

By Michael Hedges
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The coroner who handled the death of Vin-
cent W. Foster Jr. overlooked critical evidence
in another suicide ruling that was changed to a
homicide, according to an expert who exam-
ined the autopsy report.

Dr. James C. Beyer, Northern Virginia's
deputy chief medical examiner, supported the
police finding of suicide in the 1989 stabbing
death of Timothy Easley. '

But last fall Mr. Easley’s
girlfriend, Candy Wharton,
was charged with homicide
after an outside expert re-
examined the file and noted
that the original report had
glaring errors, including
missing a stab wound in the
victim’s hand and getting
the color of his hair wrong.

3 The hand wound was
i “defimitely ante-mortem
(before death] and a classi-
-_—  cal defense wound suffered
while trying to avoid the knife,” wrote Dr. Harry
J. Bonnell, chief deputy medical examiner in
San Diego, who reviewed the Easley case.
Dr. Bonnell’s review also said he was highly
-doubtful the chest wound suffered by Mr. Eas-
ley, 21, of Centreville, could have been self-
inflicted. Miss Wharton, who had passed a poly-
graph test, had told police Mr. Easley stabbed
himself after an argument.

“The decedent would have to stab himself
from high up ... and then direct the blade
downwards and back across his body toward
his right side. He would have to use his right
hand, making it near impossible to cut the back
of his right hand at the same time,” Dr. Bonnell
wrote.

As for the cut on the hand, which a relative
had photographed at Mr. Easley’s wake, “I can-
not understand how any competent forensic pa-
thologist would miss it," Dr. Bonnell wrote.

Whitewater-Madison special counsel Robert
B. Fiske Jr. has said he would hire “forensic
experts and pathologists” to make an indepen-
dent analysis of the autopsy report and other
evidence that led US. Park Police, with Dr.

Beyer’s consent, to call the Foster
death a suicide.

The autopsy report on the death
of Mr. Foster, White House deputy
counsel and the personal attorney
for President Clinton and his wife,
Hillary Rodham Clinton, is among
the documents that have been held
secret by officials since he died
July 20, 1993. His body was found
in Northern Virginia's Fort Marcy
Park.

Dr. Beyer, 76, said both the Fos-
ter and Easley suicide findings
were “combined findings between
the medical examiner and the po-
lice” .

In the Easley case, he said, “the
police originally had told me it was
a suicide, so it was a suicide inves-
tigation. My finding of what hap-
pened didn't change; my finding
was that it was a stab wound to the
thorax e

After the victim's mother, Pa-
.mela Easley, made repeated ef-
forts to reopen the case, a group
called Parents of Murdered Chil-
dren sent the autopsy report and
other files to Dr. Bonnell.

Dr. Bonnell's findings that the
injuries on the body in no way re-
flected ahsuicide led ﬂl;‘:irfax
County police to reopen case,
and Miss Wharton was eventually
convicted of voluntary man-
slaughter, officials said.

When the Easley case was re-
opened last year, Police Chief Mi-

chael W. Young said the new look

was based on “inaccurate find-'

ings” in the original investigation.

Police spokeswoman Lt. April
Kranda said yesterday, “One of the
things that occurred was that Mrs.
Easley brought us information she
had obtained from another medi-
cal examiner” She said that was a
“critical factor” in reopening the
case.

Dr. Bonnell’'s opinion is con-
tained in a two-page letter written
last May. “The location of the stab
wound is inconsistent with self-
inflicted; nobody imagines their
heart tobe as high above the nipple
as the diagram shows the entry
wound to be;” he wrote.

“The location and direction of
the stab wound track are typical
for a right-handed assailant at-
tacking from the front with the
victim’s dominant arm coming to
ward off the blow” he said.

Dr. Beyer said of Dr. Bonnell’s
critique: “That is his opinion.
You'll have to ask him about it” .

e

Asked about the stab wound on™
the back of Mr. Easley's hand, he
sa@d, “I didn’t see one; I saw a pin
prick.” He said the suicide ruling
was changed to a homicide ruling

-because of “new information”

Dr. Beyer has.been a regional
medical examiner since 1971. In
that time, he said, he has partici-
pated in thousands of death inves-
tigations.

An official in the office declined
to releage reports in specific cases
requested yesterday. “Those are
not public documents. They are
pr.i;ate medical documents,” shé
said. i

Mrs. Easley, who now livés in
Louisiana, had told friends “the -
medical examiner’s report.con- -
tained errors, inéluding her &6ti%s -
hair color and the failure to*note-
the hand wound. She had seen the
wound at her son’s wake and had a
relative photograph it. )

When her efforts to reopen the
case failed, she contacted Parents
of Murdered Children, according
to Nancy Ruhe-Munch, spokeswo-
man for the Cincinnati-based
group.

“We sent the information pro-
vided to us by Mrs. Easley to Dr.
Bonnell, who is on our board, and
he was shocked,” Ms. Ruhe-Munch
said. “He said basically it was an
incompetent autopsy.”

Armed with the Bonnell find-
ings, Mrs. Easley persuaded Fair-
fax police to reopen the case. In-
vestigators reached Miss Wharton
in Washington stite, and she failed
a second polygraph. She then
changed her story to admit stab-

, bing Mr. Easley but said it was in

|
!

self-defense.

Last October, police charged
her in the slaying. She was con-
victed of voluntary manslaughter
on Dec. 3, and on Feb. 14 she was

! sentenc_ed to five years in prison.
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2nd set of papers faken

after mad scramble for cambinafion

By CHRISTOPHER RUDDY

White House officials frantically scrambled to get the combina-
tion to Vincent Foster's office safe soon after his death — and ulti-
mately removed a second set of files, The Post has learned.

White House counsel Bernard Nussbaum'’s removal of one set of White-
water files from Foster's office has been widely reported.

But the disappearance of a second set 0

to Whitewater — wasn't previously known.

Three separate White House sources told
bling — like “cats and dogs,” as one put it —

hours after his death.

Foster's body was found
in Fort Marcy Park in sub-
urban Arlington, Va.,, at
about 6 p.m. on July 20.

As previously reported, a
few hours later, Nussbaum
— accompanied by First
Lady Hillary Rodham

Clinton's chief-of-staff,
Margaret Williams, and
longtime Clinton aide

Patsy Thomasson — ent-
ered Foster's office and re-
moved Whitewater files
that were not in the safe.
But The Post has learned
that Nussbaum also asked

| POST
EXCLUSIVE

a White House security
officer on night duty for
the combination to Fos-
ter's safe, a White House
source said.

Nussbaum was told that
the security staff didn't
have the combination, the
source added.

Combinations are con-
trolled through top-secret
clearances in the Office of
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f papers — including some also related

The Post that Clinton aides were scram-
as they tried to get into Foster's safe just

Administration, which is
run by Thomasson.

The Office of Administra-
tion staffer in charge of se-
curity — including the
safeguarding of combina-
tions — was out of town
that night, a law-enforce-
ment source sald.

Later, during the wee
hours of July 21, a senior
White House aide — not
Nussbaum — succeeded in
opening Foster's safe, ac-

to another law-en-
forcement official who is as-
signed to the White House.




L

! let Park Police — who

were handling the investi-

. gation into Foster's death

— to search the office on
the morning of J uly 21,

* The Park Police agreed
1t's not clear how the combi-  White House counsel, also ¢o return the next day.
nation was obtained, handled the Clintons’ pri- On the afternoon of July

The safe was opened be- vate legal matters, includ- 21, members of the counsel’s
fore most White House per- . Ing Whitewater. " office were again asking

sonnel reported to work on

the morning of J uly 21, the

source added.

Several documents, in.
cluding papers relating to
Whitewater, were re-
moved from the safe and
turned over to President
and Hillary Clinton’s per-
sonal lawyer, David Kend.
all, the source said. Then
the safe was relocked.

Foster, who was deputy
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Word that the safe had
been opened apparently

" did not reach most White

House officials, including
senior members of the
White House counsel's of-
fice — and they continued
to scramble for the combi-
nation, a source said.
They were s0 anxious to
be the first to see the con-
tents of the safe that the
counsel's office refused to

White House personnel for
the safe combination, claim-
ing that “Bil Kennedy
needed to get into Mr, Fos-

ter's safe” another source
said.

William Kennedy is a for-
mer law partner of Mrs,
Clinton and Foster at the
Rose Law Firm in Little
Rock. He is associate White

House counsel — the No, 3
post in the counsel's office.
But the combination could
not be given out, a source
said,

thorizing only himselt to
have access to the number.,
Usually, White House staff
members with safes ghare
the combination with their
staff or secre 2
The FBI's most y
decora ormer agent told
The Post that the revelation
about entry into Foster's
safe after his death under-
seoml questions about a
ble cov: ;
P e s Buctal — i
an A-1 priority,” said Wil-

liam Roemer, former head
of the I's Organized
Crime Strike Force,

"He was sharply critical
of the failure by federal
authorities to secure Fos.
ter's office immediately
after his death.

“It raises the question
[of] a coverup,” Roemer
said, adding that the entry
into the safe appeared to
be “self-serving, to protect
documents which could
have shed light on either a
suicide or homicide.”

Repeated calls to the of-
fice of Patsy Thomasson
and the White House
Press Office for comment
went unreturned.



¥

e R

o e

it Lk

L

et

Reoelk

Close aide’s
suicide leaves
president,
staff puzzled

By Frank J. Murray
and Michael Hedges

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

President Clinton led the White
House staff yesterday in mourning
Deputy White House Counsel Vin-
cent W. Foster Jr. and broadened an
inquiry into why his lifelong friend
left work Tuesday to kill himself.

“What happened was a mystery
about something inside of him,” Mc.
Clinton told hundreds of staff mem-
bersas he sought throughout the day
to avoid simplistic diagnoses of Mr:
Foster’s suicide, apparently without
leaving a message.

“In times of difficulty he was nor-
mally the Rock of Gibraltar while
other people were having trovble,”
Mr. Clinton said after a brief tele-
vised statement in the Rose Garden.

The president recalled there the
late-night, 4S-minute talk Tuesday
among Arkansas friends who gath-
ered to comfort the widowed Lisa
Foster and found themselves alter-
nately crying and laughing,

Mr. Clinton visited the Foster fam-
ily last night for a late dinner at their
home in Georgetown.

“It is very wrong to define a life
like his in terms only of how it
ended,” Mr. Clinton said of the
superachiever who graduated first
in his law school class, got the high-
estscore on his bar exam, and within
two years became a partner in Ar-
kansas’ most important law firm,

Mr. Foster, Mr. Clinton and Chief
of Staff Thomas E “Mack” McLarty
were childhood triends in tiny Hope,
Ark.

They will reunite tomorrow in
Memory Gardens, Ark., the town of
9,700 where his widowed mother, Al-
ice Mae Foster, resides. An 11 a.m.
ecumenical funeral service will be
held first at St. Andrew’s Catholic
Cathedral in Little Rock, Ark.

Friends in government and pri-
vate life culegized Mr. Foster's
strengths and successes but were
unable to explain why he ended his
lifeatage 48 with a wife at home, two

childrenin collvge and a third enter-
ing the senior year in high school.

“He was tough, he was funny, he
was conservative, he was cool and he
was warm,” agreed White House
Counsel Bernard Nussbaum, his
nominal boss although Mr, Foster at
times fusctioned outside of any
known orgunizational charts,

White Hoise Communications Di-
rector Mark Gearan said none of his
colleagues knew of depression or
other problems that might contrib-
ute to a suicide. “There are good
days and there are bad days in the
White House,” he said.

US. Park Police said their find-
ings are consistent with suicide and
veiced no doubt that he put a .38-

caliber revolver in his mouth and
shot himself,

Police said the gun was not regis-
tered locaily. The Treasury Depart-
ment’s Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms was tracing its serial
number as Mr. YFoster’s office was
sealed. Park Police officials were
summoned o the Wlite House and
told the Justice Department would
“coordinate” further investigation,

No one has accounted for the five
hours between the time Mr. Foster
ate alcne at his White House desk
and left at 1 p.m. Tuesday with a
promise to return and the discovery
of his body about 6 p.m. He report-

edly did not go to his Georgetown
home.

He had attended Mr. Clinton’s an-
nouncement of the nomination of
Louis J. Freeh to head the FBI and
had joined Mr. Nussbaum to watch
the televised start of Senate hear-
ings for Supreme Court nomineg:
Ruth Bader Ginsburg.

When the body was discovered oy
police, it was clothed in tie, shirt-
sleeves and suit pants. It was beside
an ornamental cannon at a Potomac
River overlook in Fort Marcy Park,
along the George Washington Park-
way in McLean.

It was not clear if Mr. Foster tried
to contact other family members. in-
cluding his sister,AssistantAttomey
General Sheila Foster Anthony, chief
Justice Department lobbyist.
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Police summened by an anon-
ymous caller made the first tenta-
tive identification from a White
House folder in a matching suit coat
found in his gray-brown 1989 Nissan
with Arkansas tags, parked nearby.

“We have no motive for it. It baf-
fles everyone!” said Maj. Robert
Hines of the US. Park Police after
yesterday's autopsy. Toxicology re-
ports and other medical tests will
take at least a few days, he said.

Mr. Clinton was visibly stricken
by Mr Foster's death, the second
close friend to die by a self-inflicted
gunshot. Oxford roommate Frank
Aller shot himself in 1971 at Spo-
kane, Wash.,, in the confused after-
math of a draft-evasion case.

Suicide is rare among high public
officials. Former Defense Secretary
James Forrestal was the last rank-

" ing official known to kill himself,
- leaping from a window 44 years ago
at the Bethesda Naval Hospital,

Hillary Rodham Clinton, who was
in Little Rock, was notified of Mr.
Foster’s death at 9:40 p.m. in a call
from Mr. McLarty, who waited about
20 minutes longer to let Mr. Clinton
finish an interview on “Larry King
Live” before breaking the news.

In six months at the White House,
Mr. Foster's relative anonymity wore
thin as he became linked to political
ard tactical mistakes including
failed choices for atterney general
and sub-Cabinet posts as well as tac-
tics in the probe and firing of seven
traevel office aides.

He became the focus of running
commentary in the Wall Street Jour-
nal, which titied its June 17 lead edi-
torial “Who is Vince Foster?” and at
one point filed a demand for his pho-
tograph under the Freedom of Infor-
matior. Act.

The reports focused on the power
hield by what they called a “four-
paruier implant” into government
from the Rose Law Firm in Little
Rock, where Mr. Foster worked for
22 years.

TLeother former partners are the
first lady — whom Mr Foster re-
cruited to Ruse for a 17-year stay -

(their close friend, Associate At-

itorney General Webster Hubbell,
and Associate White House Counse}
William Kennedy 111,
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Mr. Kennedy was reprimanded in
May for actions carried out at the
direction of Mr. Foster during the
travel office investigation. Mr. Fos-
ter was not included among those
publicly disciplined, and the pres-
ident doubted such rough patches
contributed to his suicide.

“I don’t think so. 1 certainly don't
think that can explain it, and I cer-
tainly don’t think it's accurate,” Mr,
Clinton said.

® Karen Riley contributed to this
article.
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Foster Depression Called Job-Related

White House Delayed Tarning Over Note to Police Jor 30 Hours

By Ann Devroy and Michael Isikoft

Washington Pust Staff Writers

White House officials yesterday described a torn-
up note left by deputy counsel Vincent Foster Jr.asa
“written argument with himself” about problems with
his job. Its discovery Monday produced hours of high-
level debate before Attorney General Janet Reno and
key officials agreed the note should be turned over to
police.

The 30-hour delay in producing the note had in-
creased frustration among U.S. Park Police investi-
gators, who felt White House obstacles hindered pur-
suit of the case, While convinced that Foster’s death

In addif::or;; the White House yes-
terday took action to aid the U.S.
Park Police, who are investigating

Foster's death in a Virginia river. -

side park. Officials turned over tele-
phone logs, made administration
officials available to investigating
officers and reported that Foster's
widow Lisa yesterday was inter-
viewed for the first time by police,

White House officials said their
responsibilities to aid the investi-
gation of Foster's death have been
balanced with concerns about the
privacy of Foster's family and is.
sues such as the privileged material
Foster regularly dealt with as the
No. 2 person in the office that ad-
vises the president on legal and per-
sonnel matters,

U.S. Park Police Chief Robert L,

Langston last night said there has |

been “a lot of political sensitivity”
about the case, but that his inves-
tigators are “pretty well wrapping
this up.”

“The evidence led to the conclu-
sion he was suffering from depres-
sion, he was dejected by his job,”

Langston said Park Police inves-
tigators had learned Foster was
being treated by a physician in Ar-
kansas and that some medication,
believed to be an antidepressant,

was a suicide, investigators believe the White House
slowed examination of evidence and the interviewing
of witnesses to determine if some sudden event con-
nected with his job prompted President Clinton’s
friend to take his own life. sources said.

In an effort to defend and explain their actions be-
fore and after Foster's apparent suicide July 20,
White House Chief of Staff Thomas F. “Mack”
McLarty, White House counsel Bernard Nussbaum,
counselor David R. Gergen and others yesterday of-
fered reasons for what has seemed to be a less than
fully candid and cooperative attitude toward the in-
vestigation of Foster's death.

had been shipped to him. But he
said it was unclear whether Foster
had started taking the medicine,

Langston also said that Foster's
wife had been unable to identify the
1913 Army Colt revolver that Fos-
ter used to shoot himself, But in-
vestigators were sending the weap-
on to a family member in Arkansas
after it was suggested that some
arms similar to it had been “given
away by a grandfather” to members
of Foster’s family some years ago.

White House officials yesterday

continued to paint a portrait of Fos-
ter as a man who was “down” and
“unhappy” and “worried about his
performance,” but whose suicide
was shocking,

The officials said the Foster note,
another note found in his possession
containing the names an! phone
numbers of two psychiatrists or any

< other information do not offer any

- explanations for the death beyond a
depression that was visible only in
hindsight.

Officials acknowledged that no
one at the Justice Department or
U.S. Park Police handling the Fos-

« ter investigation was informed of

the Foster note until a day and a
- half after its discovery at midday
' Monday. Foster's office, despite
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orders by McLarty, was not sealed

the night his body was found but

only at midmorning the next day.

And when Nussbaum searched Fos-

ter’s office in the presence of po-

lice, he described what he found but

did not allow investigators to search

independently or look at docy-

ments, records or other items.

“This was not a crime,” Gergen
said of the Foster death. He said
the White House had been told by
authorities that Foster had killed
himself, and officials were not pre-
occupied with preserving evidence
or sealing offices,

White House officials would not
release the contents of the note
found this week. McLarty described
it as “a note of frustration, not of
scandal.” While it could be read as
an explanation for suicide, he said,
it also could have been read as “con-
sistent with Vince wanting to quit
his job.”

“It was curious and vague, it had
no date or signature, no reference
to suicide,” McLarty said, “We don’t
know when it was written, If one
did not know Vince had committed
suicide, one could conclude it was a
series of argunents on why the job
was going badly, that he was going
to resign.”

The officials described its discov-
ery in Foster's briefcase this past
Monday afternoor as “a chapter out
of a John le Carré.” In the original
search of the office, Nussbaum, Se-
cret Service agents, Justice offi-
cials, a lawyer representing the
Foster family and Park Police
watched as  Nussbaum went
through files, the desk, bookcases,
and the briefcase, describing what
he found.

According to officials, Nussbaum
took what he thought were all the
contents out of the briefcase, de-
scribed as a “battered, leathe; ac
cordion-style” case, But Steve Neuy-

briefcase and turned it over to pack
it in a box with other personal be-
longings, “a few pieces” of yellow
legal paper fell out. Another official On Tuesday, the two men said, a
said, “He shook it and these other : series of discussions was held
pieces came fluttering out and he ° through the day as they awaited the -
scooped them all up and took them arrival in Washington of Lisa Foster

into Bernie’s office to use his big ; and her attorney, She was informed
conference table,”

; . of the note and its contents and
At the conference table, officials Reno and Deputy Attorney General
said, Neuwirth “put together the Philip B. Heymann were asked to
puzzle, and piece by piece he saw g0 to the White House for a discus.
what he had there. ... As he was g late in the day. The timing,
ﬂmdshlgg. Nussbaum tC:lme mtﬁn? he M}clLar;y said, related to Clinton’s
said, ‘Bernie, you got to see that.’ schedule, which was pack T
Nussbaum, McLarty said, called PLblic evem

dawn to dusk with publi ts.
him in Chicago Monday where he . public even

Clinton was told of the contents of
and Gergen were with the president - the note and how the White House
on a trip. “He told me it went to ,

;  would proceed late in the day and a
Vince’s state of mind, Obviously 1 : meeting with top White House and
was surprised. This was not antic- . Justice  Department officials fol-
ipated. Bernie said there was no . lowed. '
reference to suicide, that it was not Reno said the note should not be
a suicide note, And I went to David given to the Justice Department but
[Gergen] so we could discuss how  to the Park Police as the lead inves-
to handle it.” tigators. By 8 p.m. Tuesday, more

McLarty and Gergen said they than 30 hours after its discovery,
agreed the note must be turned | the note was given to Park Police
over to the Justice Department, but investigators called to the White
Gergen said, “there were outstand- ouse, .

overnight; they wanted to discuss it
with the president, and they wanted
to sort out how to proceed first.

ing issues.” Among those he, On the issue of sealing Foster's
McLarty, the counsel's office and | office the night of his death,
others cited, were whether it con- McLarty said he and Gergen or- .
tained material covered by execu- dered that done and believed it had
tive privilege and the “basic decen- been done. But others said the of-
cy” that it not be tuzned over until fice was open and unattended until |
Lisa Foster was notified. . atleast 10 or 11 a.m. the following
McLarty said his own personal . day. One person with firsthand
conuection with Fostzr—the two  knowledge said, “One or two cr
have been friends since they and three” people went in and out be. :
Clinton were youngsters together, fore Nussbaum got the Secret Ser- :
in Hope, Ark.—made him “bring| vice to post a guard outside the of.
David into the discussions” over| fice, :
how to proceed on ti.e Foster case| - Asked to explain the 9-day-period |
Monday. Several officials had sug- fore police could interview Fos. |
gested that the friendship of the! ter's widow, Gergen said, “That
Arksansans in the administration| was a matter between her lawyers |
meant that their primary concern| and the police” and that the White |
was sparing the Foster family fur-| House “had no role in jt.” ,i
ther pain and invasion of privacy.’ spite increasing acknowledge- -

wirth, an associate counsel asked to
inventory the Foster office on Mon- :
day, discovered otherwise, McLarty |
said as Neuwirth picked up the -

OV (Cont.)

But McLarty insisted this was not{ ment by White House officials that -
50, Foster had been far more upse

McLarty and Gergen said they " U"
wanted to wait until Tuesday to de- CGN*T \N —
cide how to handle the note because =

they wanted legal issues researched

All newspapor articlos
are the best copy available,




than they had originally suggested,

- McLarty, Gergen, White House

press secretary Dee Dee Myers and
others insisted that is a judgment
made in hindsight and that nothing
resembling deep depression was ev-
ident to them.,

“He was not quite the same can-do
guy. His attitude was not thg same,
But he was working at his job, ac-
complishing his work. He was less
than upbeat, yes, but he did not sepd
any signals of suicide,” McLarty said,

Judging from the latediscover_ed
rote, and from conversations with
friends, Foster did appear to be
weighed down by a sense of fallurqs
in his work as lawyer to the presi-
dent and First Lady.

A piece of paper with the names of
two Washington psychiatrists was
discovered by Park Police in Foster's
possession after his death. Both, Ste-
fan A. Pasternack and Martin G. Al

atry at the Georgetown University
School of Medicine. But Foster did
not contact or visit either of them,
“And that's the tragedy of it all,” said
Pasternack. “This could have been
prevented.”

Friends and associates report that
he showed certain signs of a person
suffering from depression, including
weight loss and insomnia. Byt Fos-
ter’s friends and colleagues cay-
tioned against painting the picture of
a suicidal man too starkly. “Yeah, he
was under a lot of pressure, but ev-

' eryone at the White House is under a

lot of pressure,” said Skip Ruther-
ford, a friend of Foster and confidant
of McLarty.

Many friends noted that Foster
attended a pool party three week-
ends before his death, worked both

days two weekends before his death,
and vacationed at the beach house of
Washington lawyer Michael Cardozo
the weekend before his death,

“He seemed relaxed ani he.
seemed to be enjoying himself,” sajd
Harolyn Cardozo. “There was no in..
dication he wag significantly
troubled. . ., His relationship with
his wife seemed wonderfy).”

In separate interviews yesterday,
Harolyn Cardozo and Michae! Car-
dozo said the weekend had not been
designed to cheer up Foster, but had
been planned more than a week be-
fore as a means for everybody con-
cerned to get a break from the stress
of their Washington jobs,

Staff writer David Von Drehle
contributed to this report,

. len, are clinical professors of psychi-

OV (Cont.)
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White House keeps a lock
on files from Foster’s office

By Jerry Seper

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

A defiant White House yesterday refused to
release records secretly taken from Vincent W.
Foster Jr's office after his July 20 suicide de-
scribing busiress deals involving President Clin-
ton, his wife, and the owner of a feiled Atkansas
savings and loan now under federal investigation.

Press Secretary Dee Dee Myers said, “Being
forthcoming, who I think the president and first
lady have been, doesn’t mean you have to turn over

One senior White House official said Mr. Clin-
ton and first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton were
“entitled to the same privileges as other citizens
when it comes to their personal records.”

Mrs. Clinton, who spent much of yesterday giv-
ing interviews to denounce new accusations of
sexual miscoaduct by her husband, echoed Ms.
Myers’ statements, saying the records taken from

'Mr. Foster’s office — including an accounting re-

port on a northern Arkansas real estate venture
known as Whitewater Development Corp. —
would not be released.

every single file.”

which for us was significant —
$69,000, which is provable by the ac-
countants — is still a topic of in-
quiry,” she said in an interview with
the Associated Press. “I think we’ve
done what we should have done and

She said the Clinton records had been given to
the couple’s personal attorney, David Kendall.

doin't feel the need to do any more .

than we've done.”

Growing speculation over the
missing records and suggestions
that the Clintons may have been in-
volved in obtaining fraudulent loans
and receiving illegal campaign con-
tributions nrompted key Republi-
cans on Capitol Hill yesterday to
scek Senate and House inquiries.

Reps. Jim Leach of lowa and Toby
Roth of Wisconsin and Sen. Alfonse
M. D'Amato of New York said the
accusations should be examined by
the Senate and House banking com-
mittees.

Documents were removed from
Mr. Foster's office during two
searches, one involving two Clinton
political operatives that took place
less than three hours after his body
had been found ina park in suburban
Virginia. The records were not made
available to federal officers inves-
tigating the death of the deputy
White House counsel.

The White House previously had
led reporters, ard hence the public,
to believe that no records had been
taken from Mr. Foster's office.

Whitewater was a $230,000 real
estate venture, jointly owned by the
Clintons and their longtime friends
and business partners, James B.
McDougal and his wife, Susan. The
McDougals have since divorced. Mr.
McDougal also owned Madison

Guaranty Savings and Loan Associ-

ation, which is the focus of the on- !

going federal inquiry.

The accounting report spoken of
by Mrs. Clinton, written during the
1992 presidential campaign, said the
Clintons lost $68,900 in the White-
water project. Questions have been
raised during the past two months,
however, as to whether the report
was accurate or complete.

White House Communications Di-

" rector Mark Gearan sail in a pre-

pared statement yesterday that the
records removed included the Clin-
tons’ personal income tax returns.
It is not clear why the accounting
report or the tax returns would now
be withheld by the White House, be-
cause copies of both were released
during the presidential camp_gign.
Neither is it clear which other doc-

uments may have been taken from-

the office and how those pertaining
to Whitewater could be considered
private, because the Clintons carlier
argued that they were only “ passive
shareholders” in the venture.

White House officials have not

said when Mr. Kendall became the
Clintons’ personal attorney — a role

previously held by Mr. Foster. Mr.

Kendall said yesterday, “My only re-

sponse is that I have no comment

whatsoever.”’ i
Mr. Leach, the ranking Repub}l«
can on the House Banking Commit-

tee, has sought records from the
Resolution Trust Corp., the Office of |

Thrift Supervision, the Small Busi-
ness Administration, the Arkansas
Securities Department and the Fed-

“]1 am bewildered that a losing investment,

eral Deposit Insurance Corp. as part
of an inquiry into the questions of
diversion of funds by Mr. McDougal
to several powerful Arkansas politi-
cians, including Mr. Clinton.

“If we fail to pursue our constitu-
tionally given oversight responsibil-
ities, we are in effect giving a per-
missive green light to those who
want to fudge the law or set aside
ethics,” Mt. Leach said in aletter last
week to Rep. Henry B. Gonzalez,
chairman of the Banking, Commit-
tee.

Mr. Leach’s inquiry began after
Mr. Gonzalez, Texas Democrat, said
the committee had ended a month-
long investigation of Madison Guar-

" anty’s collapse in 1987 without scck-

ing to examine any government
records. Only a month earlier, Mr.
Gonzalez had agreed to undertake a
bipartisan look at questions sur-
rceunding the S&L because the com-
mittee had a “legitimate interest” in
examining Madison.

Mr. Roth, who also isa member of

the House Banking Committee,
urged a “full, bipartisan investiga-
tion” of Madison Guaranty. He said
in a letter to Mr. Gonzalez that attor-
neys for David L. Hale of Little Rock,
who said last month that Mr. Clinton
had pressured him to authorize an
illegal Small Business Administra-
tion (SBA) loan to Mrs. McDougal,
had agreed to testify before the
House Banking Committee.

All newspaper articies are the best copy available.




Mr. Hale was president of Capital
Management Services Inc., an SBA-
approved lending company that lent
Mrs. McDougal $300,000. Some of
the money went to the Whitewater
development of vacation property
along the scenic White River in the
Ozarks.

“Mr. Hale has documents and
firsthand knowledge of direct links
between his development company,
the failure of Madison Guaranty
Savings and Loan, and financial ma-
nipulations at Whitewater Develop-

* ment Corp.,” M. Roth said. “This in-

formation relates to allegations that
questionable loans and payments
were made to Arkansas politicians,
including President and Mrs. Clin-
ton.

“I have long admired your reputa-
tion for independence and integrity,”
Mr. Roth said to Mr. Gonzalez.
“Therefore, 1 tend to discount ram-

pant rumors that White House and .
Democratic leadership pressure has

prevented our committee from ful-

filling its oversight obligation to the
American people.”

Julie Black, spokeswoman for M1
Gonzalez, said the chairman has said
that “his options are open” to any

committee investigation “if they can -

show me it is warranted.” She said
that two Republican staff investiga-
tors are in Little Rock now and that
the chairman will consider any evi-
dence of wrongdoing they uncover.
Mr. D'Amato, the ranking Repub-
lican on the Senate Banking Com-

mittee, asked Chairman Donald W.
Riegle, Michigan Democrat, to or-
der a “full and thorough hearing” in
the matter. “We owe it to the Amer-
ican people to clear the president of
any cloud of suspicion.”

Mr. McDougal, who served as a
financial adviser to then-Gov. Clin-
ton in 1979, is the focus of a federal
investigation into accusations that
he manipulated fraudulent loans
through Madison Guaranty and au- .
thorized payment$ in violation of the
law to the Arkansas politicians, in-
cludine Mr. Clinton.

GOV (Cont.)
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As the Clintons’ personal attorney,
Vince Foster handled the sale of
their half-ownership of Whitewater
and filed the necessary tax forms
whenhe discovered that the partner-
ship had not filed corporate tax re-
turns for a three-year period during
which the Clintons were still half-
owners of the Whitewater property.

Mr. Foster is said to have met with
Mr. McDougal to discuss the tax
problem and to complete the White-
water sale.

The Justice Department sent
three investigators to Little Rock
last month to look into guestions
about Madison Guaranty. It is not
known when that inquiry might be
complete.

e Frank J. Murray contributed to
this report.

UNANSWERED QUESTIONS

Disclosures In newspaper stories have raised a number of questions
about the Clintons’ business dealings with the owner of a 1glied
Arkansas savings and loan:

B Why did two Clinton political operatives, along with White House Counsel
a;arg:;% {\lj:s;sb?'qm.tgecreély searfc;h Vghite House Depu(liy Counsel Vincent

. 1.8 oftice three hours after his body was f i irgini
What did they s y ound in a Virginia park?

B Why were orders by White House Chief of Staff Thomas F "Mack”
McLarty to seal the office ignored by the three searchers? The order was
issued shortly after the 6 p.m. discovery of Foster's body, but the office
remained open until 11 a.m. the next day.

B Why did the White House mislead the media into believing no such
search had taken place or that any documents had been removed from
Foster's office prior to its inspection by U.S. Park Police and the FBI?

I What happened to the business records of Whitewater Development
Corp., areal estate venture owned in part by the Clintons, that were
delivered personally to Hillary Rodham Clinton at the Arkansas governor's
mansion in December 19877 White House officials say the records of
Whitewater, now also under federal investigation, have disappeared.

The Washington Times
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White House confirms
search of Foster’s offjce

Banking, sex scandals spur damage control

By Frank J. Murray
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Raked by potentially damaging
new disclosures on banking and sex
scandals alveady cmbarrassing
President Clinton, the White House
confirmed yesterday that staff
members searched Deputy Counsel
Vincent W. Foster Jr's office before
it was “sealed" the night he commit-
ted suicide,

“They looked for a note — that's
all;” said Communications Director
Mark Gearan, who concedes now
that he knew of the search when he
briefed reporters on July 21 but
chose his words carcfully to keep
them trathful but unrevealing.

Mr. Gearan said he was “not
aware” whether those officials re-
moved personal files or records in-
volving a land development firm or
a failed savings and loan under fed-

eral investigation.

A written statement later by Mr.
Gearan, however, said Whitewater
Development Corp. tax returns and
files on dispusition of the Clintons’
ownership in Whitewater were sent
to the Clintons’ personal lawyer, who
was identified by a White House of-
ficial as David Kendall of the Wash-
ington firm Williams and Connolly.

The missing files were the focus
of reports in The Washington Times
and the New York ‘Times. The New
York Times demanded cditorially
yesterday that the White House tell
the truth about them.

With another calculated choice of
words that excluded any outright de-
nial of the central accusation, senior
Clinton aide Bruce Lindsey sought to
hcutralize another White House
problem — vivid descriptions by two
Arkansas state troopers of facilitat-
ing multiple sexual encounters for

Mz Clinton up until days before his
inauguration as president.

“These allegations are ridiculous.
Similar charges were made, investi-
gated and responded to during the
campaign,” Mr. Lindsey said, charg-
ing that reporters are being manip-
ulated by longtime Clinton encmies
who seck to discredit him.

Asked flatly by the Assaciated
Press if Mr. Clinton denied having
troopers assist any affairs, Mr. Lind.
scy said, “Yes, he has”

Mr. Lindsey said Mr Clinton
heard rumors that two of his former
guards planned to revive the un.
resolved scandal by revealing cye-
witness details of philandering, and
personally sought to squelch them in
calls to troopers and others over the
past few months.

Press Secretary Dee Dee Myers

said the two troopers who publicly
lodged the charges were not among
those contacted recently by Mr. Clin-
ton. The troopers' attorney is Cliff
Jackson, a Clinton critic who was at
Oxford with him in the 1960s.

On a day in which bad news ncver
stopped for Mr. Clinton, the presi-
dent’s choice to be the new defense
secretary, retived Adm. Bobby Ray
Inman, paid $6,000 in back Social Se-
curity taxes for a part-time house-
keeper.

That episode was reminiscent of
the so-called “nannygate” troubles
that devailed several key Justice De-
partment choices, but because Adm.
Inman reportedly revealed his situa-
tion in advance it scemed unlikely to
raise a barrier to a nominee so pop-
ular on both sides of the congres-
sionai aisles.

In an 11,000-word article pub-
lished yesterday, two Arkansas state

troopers, Larry Patterson and Roger
+ Perry, told the American Spectator
' they drove Mr. Clinton to trysting

places, guarded his privacy during
- rendezvous inhotel roomsand in one
case a car at Chelsea’s school,
slipped a woman into the governor's
mansion and lied to Hillary Rodham
Clinton about her husband’s where-
ahouts,

CON

The two troopers made similar
charges Sunday night on CNN and
last night on ABC's “World News Tb-
night,” triggering urpent efforts by
Mr. Lindsey to contain the damage
and dissuade other news media from
giving credence to the first on-the-
record charges by anyone other than
women claiming to have been in-
volved, some of whom were paid for
their recollections.

Since the charges came from po-
lice officers still on duty in Arkan-
sas, and arc the first such accusa-
tions from sccurity officers who go
cverywhere with the officials they
guard, they raise new concerns
about the old issue of Mr. Clinton’s
integrity and whether the full truth
has been told on many topics involv-
ing issues of character.

During the 1992 campaign, for-
mer state employce and nightclub
singer Gennifer Flowers said in a
paid interview in the Star, a super-
market tabloid, that she was Mr.
Clinton’s lover for 12 years. In an in-
terview with CBS-TV's “60 Minutes,”
Mr. Clinton, accompanied by Mrs.
Clinton, said his marriage had rough
spots but refused to confirm or deny
the Flowers episode. Miss Flowers'
credibility was challenged by staff
members on the grounds that she
was paid for her story.

The American Spectator piece by
David Brock, a former editorial
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:writer for The Washington Times

and author of “The Real Anita Hill”
said the reports came from four
troopers, two of whom chose to re-
main anonymous but who were iden-
tified by former security supervisor
R.L. “Buddy” Young as Danny Fer-
guson and Ronnie Anderson. The
magazine concedes there was “an
element of self-interest and score-
settling in their decision to speak to
the media,” citing the possibility of a
book contract and anger that they
did not get federal jobs. Mr. Clinton
appointed Mr. Young director of the
Denton, Texas, regional office of the
Federal Emergency Management

. Agency.

On the banking case, the New

" York Times demand for a congres-
! sional investigation and honesty by

the White House was a clear indica-

~ tion the heat was being turned up on

Mr. Clinton’s related dealings with
Whitewater and the failed Madison
Guaranty Savings and Loan Associ-
ation.

The editorial dismissed the claim

that the issue was fought out during

the campaign, an argument raised

' anew yesterday by Kiki Moore, com-

munications director of the Demo-
cratic National Committee.

“I think that the White House has
made the information perfectly
clear and made it perfectly clear in
the campaign. Those people who
know about it realize that this really
doesn't have much to do with the
president,” she said.

The newspaper challenged that,

+ saying, “The Arkansas savings and

loan mess, and the Clintons’ relation-

. ship to it, is not as the White House

keeps saying an ‘old’ story that has
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no relevance to Mr. Clinton or his
present job.”

The lead editorial said Mr. Lind-
sey, a former Little Rock lawyer and

lopgtime Clinton political supporter, -

and others act as if a crippling scan-
dal was afoot.

“This defensiveness isn't helping
anyone. Mr. Clinton and [House
Banking Committee Chairman Hen-
ry B.] Gonzalez owe it to the public
toclear the air about Madison and its
influential Arkansas friends” the
newspaper said.

It is the focus of inquiries by Re-
publicans on the House Banking
Committee despite opposition from
Mr. Gonzalez, Texas Democrat.

A personal debt of $50,000 by
then-Gov. Clinton and Mrs. Clinton
for 1984 campaign expenses was re-
paid with help from Madison S&L’s
owner, James B. McDougal, at atime
when he reportcdly needed state
help to keep Madison in business.

The thrift sur ived another four
years at a cost to federal taxpayers
of about $50 million.

Mr. McDougal and his wite also
were partners with the Clintons in
the Whitewater Development Corp.
on which the Clintons said their fi-
nancial losses obviate any bad mo-
tives. But tax disclosures show they
claimed a small profit on the invest-
ment.

The Whitewater and Madison
dealings are under investigation in
Little Rock by a special team of ca-
reer personnel from the Justice De-
partment.

The Clintons say theirrecords are
missing, but The Washington Times
reported yesterday that they were
removed from Mr. Foster's office

during two searches after .he sui-
cide. The report said they were given
to Mr Foster’s personal attorucy,
James Hamilton, who refused com-
ment, )

Mr. Gearan's statement yesterday
confirmed that“those files that were
personal to Mr. Foster and his family
were sent to his family’s personal
attorney”

Mr. Gearan's confirmation that of-
ficials went into Mr. Foster's office
was not inconsistent with his state-
raents at a press briefing July 21,
although his words then were taken
tomean access to the office had been
blocked to protect any evidence.

A review of that transcript
showed he ignored a question about
whether the office had been
searched and said, “It’s secured.”

Asked specificaily if it had been
“searched for notes or clues or any-
thing,” he said: “There was nothing
remaining, no That apparent con-
firmation of a search was over-
looked by reporters at the time but
now seems mislcading in light of
yesterday's comments.

That same day Mr. Gearan issued
a written statement saying the “of-
fice was unsealed this afternoon in -
the presence of officials from the
U.S. Park Service Police, the Jusiice
Department, the FBI, and the U.S.
Secret Service. ... Nussbaum then
conducted a thorough search of Fos-
ter’s office””

He omitted any mention of the
July 20 search, led by Mr. Nuss-
baum, accompanied by Patsy L.
Thomasson, a veteran of Arkansas
Democratic Party politics who is
special assistant to the president,
and Margaret A. “Maggie” Williams,
Mrs. Clinton’s chief of staff.
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W ashington (D.C.} Post
The Crumbling
Of a Pillar

In Washington
Only Ch'ntbn Aide Foster Knew
What Drove Him to Fort Marcy

.. By David Von Drehle
Washington Post Staft Writer

~V+: the afternoon of July 20, at the end
deéputy White House counsel Vincent Walker Foster Jr.
steered his gray-brown sedan along the
ington Memorial Parkway,
Key Bridge.

To his right, away and below,
Fast after two scenic overlooks came the turn for Fort
Marcy Park, where a Civil War battery once stood. The
narrow road dodged into a thick stand of trees.

" About the route to his suicide, there is no doubt, By
car, this is the only way. 4 7
‘Yae other road to Fort Marcy, the psychic road, is
| vague, mysterious and poorly marked. The map is lost
forever; it existed only in Vince Foster's mind. Some
'path took him~—this trusted intimate of Bill and Hi
‘Clinton, their “great protector,” in the president’s own
funereal words—to the cloistered park where, beside a
cannon, he killed himself with a gunshot. :
! Since Foster’s death, the rumor mif has ground
' through countless variations on the iy idea: that
| there was some scandal, personal or professional, about
'to be unmasked. Byt after nearly a month of examina-
tion, no rumor.has panned out, no unmasking has oc-
‘curred. : :
" Weareleft to piece together fragments of the map: a
'strange and troubled note Foster wrote to himself; a
doctor’s prescription; a commencement speech; the
memories of friends and associates; the public record of
his Washington experience. ' :
‘Foster was handsome, smart, heaithy,
famﬂy.&ndax‘t&,heahrmﬂwexdﬂﬂ&isﬁﬁa.anevem
that

of his life,

up a bluff just beyond the

George Wash-  whojl

the Potomac glistened.

stunnedhisclos&stﬁiends.Onewhoknewhim

August 15, 1993

; lawyers have unusually high suicide rates, Such profes- ;

Sions attract “workaholics, overly conscientious people
whd.take failure poorly, and idealists, who are frequently
disappointed,” psychologist Robert Litman has said,

+ Experts estimate that 70 percent or more of suicides
are associated with depression, which has has been linked
todow levels of a brain chemical called serotonin, Depres-
sion, apparently, is brought on sometimes by stressful
change, .

-Litman has said, “J believe that suicide has a ot to do

. with the ideal—often unconscious—that one has of

oneself. . . . Suicida} people tend to
oot live up to it, their lives must be
o Suicide has to do with “the loss of a sense of self,” and
“the loss of a way of life,” writes George Howe Colt in
“The Enigma of Suicide.” People “whose sense of self-es-
teem is based on what others think of them” may be high-
erxisks. But ultimately, Colt write » “No one knows why
people kill themselves. . . . There is no single answer.”

id A. Alvarez, who attempted suicide and wrote
about it in “The Savage God,” “Once a man decides to
take his own life, he enters a shut-off, impregnable, but
y convincing world where every detail fits and each

im'dgnt reinforces his decision.”
| h -W7¥)

believe that if they do
a total failure.”

——

LS )

+ 2In Hope, Ark., Bill Clinton, his chief of staff, Thomas F.
“Mack” McLarty, and his personal lawyer, Vince Foster,
had played together as children. It took some drive to be

" president of the Hope High School student council, as
%g&mr was, when someone like McLarty was vice pres-
[ "

-rrfAfter high school, McLarty and Foster went separate

ways, and when they met again some years later McLarty

$aw a man who had found his identity.

«acHe had become a lawyer,” McLarty recalls,

paid him for his counsel, and that changed him a

little. . . . Even in a social setting, he was aware of hig

m? and he was thoughtful in hig presentation.™ %

i«oster was first in his law school class and earned the

best'score on the Arkansas bar exam. These distinctions
feant a lot to him. Years later, in letters of introduction
tonew clients, he still began by mentioning them, and the
fact that he joined the Rose Law Firm on graduation,

of his partnership framed
on a wall of his house. Rose quintupled in size during Fos-
48X's two decades there. He was “the sou] of the firm,”

the’American Lawyer magazine reported

PYRN

“People

As heaq of the litigation section, _l":oster attracted
devoted to ! SMhart, serious attorneys.

“Down here, it is very popular
umkzmzﬁmindamumhm...‘ﬁkeyunmmlk
| YUK way out of anything,” said one partner, who spurned

best had to be told aver and over, Vince has killed him. | &bi8 New York law firm to work with Foster. “Vince was

self, Vince has
istered.
<>in America, suicide is most ‘common among white
‘piales, with the incidence rising by age, more sharply

after 45. Most suiciues leave no note, Physicians and

Rilied

PEO

himself, seven times beforg it reg-

the exact opposite. He researched each case extensively
belore he filed it, figured his options,
-v-The partner continued: “In the courtroom, he was ex-
tremely eloquent, the best I've ever seen. He was a great
“writer: He'd go through 20 drafts if he had to. He could
' be demanding; some associates didn’t want to work with |
hime . .,
v:}m‘fln meetings of the partners, he didn't often take 3
vocal stand.... But when he did, it almost always
swayed the firm, When he left for Washirgton, people
l here spolie openly about the emotionaj vacuum.”

ran decision-trees,”




Bill Burton, a former Rose lawyer, now McLarty’s as-
i White House, saig: “Young litigators at
Rose Law Firm all wanted to be like Vince Foster when
they grew up,” '

He was a pillar, no othar Way 1o say it. A sure thing to
head the state bar association. Chair of the Arkansas
Repertory Theater board, one of Little Rock’s posh char-
ities, Member of the Country Club of Little Rock, spine of
his city’s high seciety,

In the book, “Best Lawyers in America,” Foster wag
listed, along with his partners, Hilary Rodham Clinton
and Webster L. Hubbell, now associzte attorney general,

That was Foster's image when he came to Washington,

——

kL

Of all theClintontriendswhomovedeast&om Little
i the least political. He never
stood for popular tlection, never worked day to day in a
campaign. While his crowd battled last year to efect Bil]
Clinton, Foster batt'ed in court for TCBY, the frozen yo-
gurt giant,
ButhewasalmostuniquelyclosetotbeClintons.
linked to each independently: Bill Clinton’s boyhood pal,
Hillary Clinton’s law partner and nearest friend. Ezch
trusted Foster and sought his advice. When the Clintoqs

Pay Social Security taxes op household help, and he con-
cluded that she merely followed her lawyer’s advice.,
The political side of it—the

tunning in its range, weight
and fever pitch. Searching for an attorney general (Fos-
ter was the first toscreenjanetReno)wasonlyasmall 4
piece, ,
At Nussbaum & Foster, the president’s little law
ive orders on }

; an-
alyzed legal policy on Haitian i

sociall b T charities they could serve,
Ziigtl?ogtter. Y, often as not they went with Vince and “Itisa tremendous array of Essuw,"said a member of
So of course Clinton asked Foster to join the adminis- 2 former White House counsel’s : “No matter who
tration. The surprise, among some of hig intimates, was | YOu are, the presideat of the United States is a unique
that Foster accepted. He seemed so settled. “Sorne would | client, and the issues that arise fore 0ot anything that
ask tmonvatesonewithaeomfcrtablepracticema pnl:atep(ac;wem -pare you for.®
prominentlawﬁrmtodislodgehisfamﬂyforanewjob P :\pnl, ostersatmhmofﬁ&e—atpwansbambut
with longer hours, with half the pay, in a city that costs a(x):ia cw m“'?mmmm family from the
twicpasmuchtqlive.'Fostgrsai@lastspring_. Armm m":;“’?:“ 8 eporter from
waysmeréoﬁe&mmmmmmmt, &"W"W"" “1 did not have a full appreciation of the variety of
the chance to do public service, Foster tingled, oue friend mnds.'ux'-'ao:z?xe said, m&ﬁ g'eocku&'ehm
recalled gc{;,gmgo":r passed the starched Marine seatry | 2 predictable, bours—with time for his wife, chilgrer
g 100r. Foster now found himself at the office at

Foster was a critical player in the transition, screening

most potential top-fevel appointees, i wi ;

T wandered why I was being iterviewed by the guy 10:30 oo e Lo, President that did oot start unc
Who would be deputy counsel,” ope such official said, “Anormaldayisnotnormal,'saidﬂtelawyer.'l‘here
“Seemedhxs:obwastoﬁqdquthowhonestlmmd areday-to-daypolicydecisionsthathavetobemade
whatlevequego!wasbnpgxgg.lt’sameasureofbow . . . that affect millions of i and sometimes
mu theChntonstrustesﬂnm-,, , binionsotdouars.-besaid.'rm'smnybmystuff.'

he became the Clintons integrity cop, overseeing Theworstthingabwttbemove.l?ostertoldtbein-
the drafting of strengthe, ethics rules, and terviewer.wastbestreesoohisfamﬂy.ﬂisyoungm
muchoi}hevemngdnbﬁndldat&'femmd son,Bmgh.\vantedtoﬁnishhisschooldaysatbome.
the scrutiny he enforced, “It’s a pretty toughthingtoaskyourchildtoforgohis

“You can't have anything to hide in Washington,” he
toldaRoseﬁrmcolleague.‘lftbere'sanythinginyour
personal or business life that can't bear scrutiny, yoy

senioryearinbighschool.'!?ostersaid. Friends say the
movewasatwghthingtoxhiswifetoo.Sheremaimd
withBrughinLittleRockuntiltbeendoItbeschool

e WheeRhere: ffice has ‘the final YA ushand, Lisa shared
e ouse counsel’s o 52y-80 After a visit to her h , Lisa her i
on whether a candidate’s nomination should go forward” | ¢ Washington with a friend: “Don’t go up thertgi‘sn vew

Foster told one interviewer, And Foster was “co-senior

.partner'oftheofﬁoe.bgcoordingtothebtberoo-partner.

counsel Bernard Nussbauym, '
Foster worked ferociously, but the vetting process

* was never perfect ig the Customary Foster sense,

Heammrredinmedecisnontopr&ssaheadwithloe

'E. Baird's nomination to be attome){ general. According

Butonbalance, Foster seemedpleasedwithhisnew
life, “It is more i and more exciting than |
anticipated,” he said,

Foster somehow found time for one large nonpres-
idential task, addressing the graduatjng class of the

to sources familiar with the selection process, Foster University of Arkansag Law School, his alma mater, [t
| examined Balrd's explanation of wby»sbe hadfadedto 1, was his first commencement address, and he agonized
PEO (Cont,) AANMTINUED
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over it, according to colleagues. The speech was entire-. iawg with more than a half-dozen T
ly his own, and in the wake of Foster's death friends ussed e peop :
have combed it for clues, The address is probably the™ L. 4 wt:: &a;ter with him, what Foster believed hap-
beis;es:ry!ml gom;d’gmgegg& uF oster prized..  Kennedy, after Foster’s urging, told Bourke he
“This invitation has caused me to stop from this hec-> §2°4ed an answer, fast. He may have said *15 minutes.»
tic and challenging adventure I am on in Washington to" 1. asked, if the FBI can't give guidance, what other
tunk about the roads I have traveled to get there and’ §5NCY with the capacity o do an audit, could he call?
"h%:"t;?:; x:;‘ ;ah:mvfieg;tgebm £ told his a udn-" The FBI sent two section chiefs to the White House,
ence, would count for much with future clients. Instead: :tctg;?'dﬁ:ngfg] w;dmmﬁm@ng b:bout gmm
“The reputation you deveiop for intellectual and ethical’ S aga ¥» and perhaps he mentio

integrity will be your greatest asset or your worst: .

enemy. . . . Treat every pleading, every brief, every! ; ;l‘nhmghang&eestareml?&oertant. because later FBI

contract, every letter, every daily task as if your career” irfv tigatin fl‘:aggl( bay were intimidated into

will be judged on it.* - i Wvesligating, that Kennedy dsaxd.Getoverhprem
What a hard standard! Yet Foster pressed it further, < }5 minutes or I'm calling the IRS! That he said the
o make this point to you t60 st gly. There ghest levels” of the White House were interested.

is no victory, no advantage, no fee, no favor which is. 1. And others would suggest that the entire mvestiga-

worth even a blemish on your reputation for intellect: 'ion Was merely a fig leaf for a craven, and perhaps cor-

and integrity,” he said. *. .". Dents to the reputation in” PP'- power play, a chance to funnel work, and perhaps

the legal profession are irreparable.” < fnoney, to friends of the president, -

Theg w},’,ds reverberate iﬁa{i’,e minds of his friends, | On the basis of an interview with Comnelius, the FBI
Said one: “Look, it’s just crazy, right? You get one deat hiefs “determined there were grounds for further in-
and it can never be fixed? In Washington, you get them YestAgatmn,_ according to the report, Watkins, howevy-
all the time. You get 20 dents and you go to the body? ¢r, had decided on a private auditor, KPMG Peat Mar-
shop. Vince couldn’t see that, apparently.® z'leo According to the report, the FBI agents wanted

The clear sense of the speech is that one can coatro}: 0 accompany the private auditors, but Foster and Ken-
one’s own reputation, and one must. The possibility of ; fﬁi}' persuaded them to wait.
undeserved dents is never mentioned. For Foster, one’s; | Many top people were briefed at the Justice Depart-
public image, the mirror held up by colleagues, clients,: ient and in the White House, and no one raised any
passing friends—even adversaries—was the reflection. objection to the way things were proceeding, according
of one’s true self, . {o the report.

Four days after the speech, Foster was drawn intoa: ! The jumbled, incomplete records proved impossible
reputation-denting chain of events now known as (o audit, but there was enough for the auditors to con-
“Travelgate.” According to an administration investi- ¢lude that the financial management of the trave] office
gation of the affair and interviews with officials close to_ pas “abysmal.” Unaccounted-for checks, made out to
that investigation: ) ) and totaling $18,000, were found,

i oster was visited May 12 by David Watkns, hea}ga?_é On May 19, Watkins fired the seven members of the
ite House administration, Hollywood roducer Har-; travel office staff, though only two hiad responsibility for

1y Thomason, and Catherine A. Cornelius, a distant handling money. (The five others are now being found
o e d J job&euls:n\:here in government.) o

ments for the campaign. . ; atkins outlined an explanation of the firings for use

They explained that Cornelius suspected % by White House press secretary Dee Dee Myers. There
ment and corruption in the White House travel office.” fere sure to be questions; after all, the job of the trave]
She had discovered at least one check, made OUt 80, staff, essentially, was to ease the lives of traveling re-
msh.snznedandendorsedbythebeaqoﬂhemmq porters. Myers was told to say that the FBI had been

tty ? . . 1
Thomason, a friend of the Clintons and part owaeg’ *<¢d 10 investigate

log. : ;i 2 ;. Foster saw the explanation at 9 a.m., and immediate-
ofatravelconsultmgbusm&,addedh:swwnthaf Iy ordered mtmmmmtowrefemwmepfu

g’;‘s travel arranged by the office was not put out td, be cut. But Myers was out of the building and did not

s . § - . get the word in time,
ﬂlF ostg:hmlled In assg?att:éoa\msel W%M The entire episode, from Foster’s perspective, was a

» an fe_r al mal“"m"s ity at &‘: m H wa%‘l:eq, case of people who heard allegations of mismanagement
charge of internal security a ouse. 1he: ond tried to take action, according to friends who dis-

lawyers concluded that an audit was in order, Because' cussed the ool
: ) : : matter with him. He felt he and Kennedy
%m&ﬂxhﬁﬁﬁd‘m F3pactty, Keanedy Was! 1oved quickly but cautiously,thet oy ooy ! FBI,

Kennedy called James A. Bourke, chief of the Fm'é} g;}‘;; g‘fmﬂgfegg on, and that they tried to keep the -

Special Inquiry Unit, and asked for “guidance.” Bourke
said he would get back to him. E
The next morning, Foster asked Kennedy about his:
progress. Foster urged speed; he was worried about
preserving evidence. So Kennedy again called Bourke. 7
Now the story gets contentious. According to inter-t

- e .
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A far different picture emerged in the news media:
White House cronies sacking longtime employees,
grabbing for lucrative business and misusing the FBI to
mask their deed. : .

It was an enormous story, helping to drive Clinton's
approval ratings to a record low for a new president‘,
And it roiled again when, on July 2, the administration
published its own investigation. A .

Kennedy was publicly veprimanded for making poten-
tially intimidating statenents to the FBI, though the
Justice Department had concluded that no “undue pres-
ﬁre" had been exerted. Foster was mentioned in ‘he

verage of the report. : .

* According to colleagues, Foster felt he had failed t.
protect the president by keeping the process under con-,
trol—he, the “great protector,” who once said his job,
was to deal with tough issues so that they do not make
beadlines, =~ = . g = oy

“He felt Kennedy got a bum rap and he felt he had lit
the fuse,” said a White House official, In fact, “if any-
body in this matter did the right things, it was Vince,”
according to John Podesta, White House staff secretary,
who worked on the internal investigation. '

Foster felt that, while the report of the investigation
‘was fundamentally accurate, the White House itself
bent over backwards, in any case where our version
was disputed, to find against ourselves,” White House
counsel Nussbaum said. “He felt people acted in good
faith for the right reasons, though some of them may
have acted too quickly.”

In his last days, according to colleagues, Foster ap-

. This troubled May, however, Hubbell faced a Senate
confirmation hearing on his nomination as associate
attorney general. Thanks to a string of critical edito-
rials in the Wall Street Journal, he had become a high-
profile nominee. The editorials suggested that, during
the long struggle to find an attorney general, Hubbell
had been secretly running the Justice Department—
and grinding political axes along the way.,

For some time, the Senate Judiciary Committee,
which would quiz Hubbell, had agreed that mere mem-
rship in an all-white club would not be grounds for
lisqualification, provided the nominee could show past
efforts toward integration. But now that changed, as
freshman Carol Moseley-Braun (D-IIL.), the first Afri-
ctan-American woman in the Senate, objected. In Hub-
bell’s camp, there were concerns that the issue, if
raised, might spread to questions about the Rose firm's
mediocre record on hiring and keeping minority law-
yers, according to a Hubbell confidant, ‘

' Though Hubbell had a raft of testimonials from Af-
rican Americans, the politics were clear. He resigned
from the club, S

At the White House, his decision left Foster,
McLartyandKennedyno(hpioewtoquitthedub\

too, immediately, to avoid criticism about lower stan-
dards for White House officials. -

. But what was obvious politically was personal agony.
According to one person involved in the arrangements,
Foster had to telephone his wife to tell her to cancel a
tennis match that afternoon. Kennedy’s teenage daugh-
ter had to be told thatherplansforasummerbythe

peared fixated on the seemingly endless series of inqui~' pool were scrapped.

ries ahesd: The Justice Department was locking into,
the matter, congressional Republicans were baying for!
bood, and House Judiciary Committee Chauman Jack

sufficient punishment, !
- He began looking for a lawyer, which his friends say:
was simple prudence, given the climate, Foster’s view'
of Travelgate--good faith, right reasons—was not
widely shared in the press. Public interpretation makes,
or blemishes, a reputation.

P
—

- The same week. in May came another issue; the
Country Club of Little Rock, : ;o
For decades, prosperous white Christians had gath-
ered at the quiet club for golf and tennis, lunches and
cocktails. The children of Little Rock's powerful fam-
ilies splashed in the pool, browned in summer, fell in
love. The best bridal suppers were held in the dining
room. Like the top clubs in any American city, it was
[important to its members but Lttle noticed by the out-
side world. -

* That happy privacy was punctured in ch 1992,
when Bill Clinton, a nonmember, was photographed
'playing golf there with his friend Webster Hubbell, A
do-or-die Democratic presidential primary was ragin
in New York; Clinton golfing at an all-white club caused
a sensation. But it passed, The candidate apologized,
And Hubbell led the search for an African American
.Who would pay the $25,000 fee to Jjoin. .

EO (Cont.)
1:B3

2986

Furthermore, in Little Rock society, many people
were offended, according to one leading citizen, by the
suggestion that they were racists with whom it was
damaging to associate, Though the issue passed in a
blink on the public stage, privately it deepened the
sense, for some Arkansans in Washington, of cutting
ties to a life they loved.

“It really upset Vince,” one White House aide said.
“On the one hand, he couldn’t understand why they,
who had tried to integrate the club for the first time,
had togive it up. . . - o

'Ontheotherhand.heblamedhimselffornotseeing
it coming. They could have resigned quietly in Decem-
bet, explained that they were moving away, and it
wouldnevcrhavebeenastoryandnome'sf ings
would be hurt.”

To Foster, friends said, May was a month of wounds
that a wise counselor could have prevented.

Jre—

- The Wall Street Journal is one of America’s most
influential newspapers, known for its fiercely incandes-
cent editorial page, wherethebattlembehalfof,
“movement conservatives” is waged with no quarter. Its
huge subscription list includes the elites of commerce,
ﬁnanceandthelawinjustaboutevery&merimndty. ,
Little Rock included, - !

.f

AP 1T' ?\‘ ‘-‘_g ED

Al newspener articlaa




ivIssV

 istration was ignoring a court or
‘ gested that Foster, the lead attorney

- seems to us that a good

‘Rose firm, and now this paper—which his former

On June 17, the Journal’s lead editorial asked, “Who
incent Foster? z continuation of a line of attack
that had begun with Hubbell, About half the essay was
devoted to the Journal's complaint that it could not get
a photograph of Foster. But woven into this puckish tale
were barbs at Foster’s integrity as a lawyer.

Plainti
on health care reform had complained that the admin-
. The Journal sug-

on the case, might

be in contempt of court, or at least guilty of “careless-
ness about following the law.” It accused him of “Jack of
seriousness” and asked: “Who ensures that this admin-
istration follows the law, or explains why not?. ..
man for the job would be
uty counsel Foster,”

Political

ter, without much success, . . :

A week later came another editorial, headlined, “Vin-
cent Foster’s Victory.” Though this one began with
praise of Foster’s win in the health care task force suit,
;'ltproceededtodrawananalogymanymightconsider

urtful,

“With one mighty sweep [Foster] has struck a blow
for separation of powers, executive authority, critics of
the litigation explosion, and we dare say, even for the

formulators of the Reagan White House's off-the-books |

ntra operation. . . . Alas, the Clintonites, as is
their wont, again allowed hubris to
principle. . .. Even defenders of executive authority
at such imperial overstretch, .

Iran-contra,

North might hit it off, . . , »

The next was published July 7, after the report of the
cti'lavel otf!?a; inv‘gstigation. and took

ique,” the four former partners now in government:
Kennedy, Foster, Hubbell and Hillary Clintoa.

Of Foster it said: “His defense of Mrs, Rodhum Clin-
ton’sbealthmretaskforce...wtsomelegal o
And of the firm he helped to build, it concluded that
“theearlyindicationsofmekoseviewoftbe law are
‘certainly disconcerting, displaying a-lot of corner-cut-
tinﬁ and casual abuse of power.” .

week later, that attack essentially
along with dot drawings of the four, The headline was,
“FBI Director Rose?”

Another editorial appeared on July 19, the day before

Foster died. Kennedy “misus[ed] the FBI's investiga- |

tive powers,” the editors wrote, and they concluded:
“The mores on display from the Rose alumni are far
from confidence-building.”

To Foster, whose whole career was spent in the
courtroom, the lack of evidence supporting the
nal’s attacks was scandalous, Several
tured jokes about them 8ot a cold stare, or humorless
snort, in response.

“At one point, I said, “So, who is Vince Foster? and
he just rolled his eyes,” said one friend. “These pieces
cut a little close. He spent his whole career building ::hh_e

PEO (Cont.)
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tiffs suing Hillary Rodham Clinton’s task force
{Ije.

dep- be

- am P am

Wwe suspect that Vincent Foster and Ollie On

on “the Rose wound

was repeated,

JOUI' i
friends who ven- |

ents and fellow lawyers were reading back home—wag

saylélhgot?a; not ox;lztaéle these guys from Little Rock a
clowns, ere’s some co iracy goi

i to subvert the law.* o §oing on

L —

Nussbaum remembers Foster in
weeks of his life ag “blue,”
prefer “down,” “frustrated,”
repeatedly, in conversationg with friends, about the -
endless saga of the trave| office,

‘It € a metaphor to him for what 5 snake pit
this is,” one top White House official said, “Yesterda)l:'s
copduc;t Judgego by tomorrg!:’s standards, with the goal
ng to see how many ri you can out while a
body’s still alive * ‘ pull hile
, rewasadearsenseof‘ﬂowcouldlletthisha
pen? How did I Jet it &et out of hand? * a clgse Enstgr.."
friend recalled. “He wasn’t blami g others, at least to
me. It was more introspective, along the lines of- ‘Who

| an honest lawyer, wise counsel, valued for

brain and integrity.” And y, that was under-

mined. There was a clear sense of things going wrong,
and him at the middle of i

They hasten to add, those who worked daily with

Foster, that their impressions are informed by hind-

sight. At the time, he seemed no worse than many oth-
€rs in an embattled White House, Foster was always
_ reserved, and rarely vented hjs feelings.
| He took a brief holiday his fina} weekend. Michae]
- and olyn Cardozo—he a former deputy White
ouse counsel, she a member of the White House socia]
id they invited Hubbell and his wife for the
their family’s vacation house in Maryland.
drive, said Michael Cardozo, they learned that
Lisa Foster were staying the weekend at a
rented place nearby, The ‘
up spending most of |
the Cardozos and Hubbells, v ‘
_ Lisa played tennis, Hubbell drove golf halls, Vince
Jogged, to crack crabs, and talked sports, the

r

On Monday, the night before Foster’s last day, Pres-

.ident Clinton, Bruce Lindsey, the White H y
‘nel direct ther

¥

T in the last couple of
while others close to him
“out of sorts.” He worried |

“In the Line of Fire” CJj
_phoned Foster to invite him, but Foster said
/much work. They chatted for about 20

ton tele-
he had too
minutes about

The
‘McLarty's wife, Donna,
land Brugh were now

,-cf-sM‘THJUED
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hrrhteseiisidiid from his weekerid in Maryland, Foster telephoned
seled kim <o VLS LUt By complaints, according to po- 1y S. Watkins, his family physician in Little Rock.
lice who invess ‘gated fus drath. At some point—per- " Tpey spoke again the next day, according to a White
haps seven to 10 dzys before fis saicide, and certainly  House source. The details of their conversations are
in the aftermgth o tie travel office .report-—-hp did. not known; Watkins was unavailable for €o! t.
‘1 made.nusta‘::es tmm_1,;g,m)mx:oaze..~ inexperience and Whatever was said that Monday moved Watkins to te
l(:avgealiwog.""ll:?i?;er m‘w 13‘}’}'!;‘:1? tom'z ona mmmu phone a prescription for an antidepressant medicatiog
pa no y violate any law or shington pharma 4
dard of conduct. No one in the White House, to my fg‘ﬂ;dmkﬂée;’si':lellpto a Wa cy, where lj'oo-
knowledge, violated any law or standard of conduct, According to the Physician's Desk Reference, Desy-
including any action in the travel office. There was nos zel is the brand name for the chemical compound tra- .
any intention to benefit any individual or specifc  godone hydrochloride, How it works in humans “is not
group, : e rstood.” i animals i i
His tone then shifted, from the voice of 3 lawyer to gﬂm‘f"ﬁm of ;hguﬁr?mh&ﬁﬁ seroto:ixl: m"ﬁf
the voice of an embattled person. “The FBllied. ... s of seiotonin have been linked to depression and to
The press is et:’overing up. ... The GOP has lied and suicide. ' - : oot
mistepresented. . . .° . nt ; _ The drug is appropriate if four of the following eight
Then, it appears, his mind began shifting fromn point | symptomsgare gﬁmg. “change in appetite; m
to point. Fxrst; “The Ushers Office plotted to have €X- | gleep; psychomotor agitation or retardation; k is of ine |
CeSS’V:’ %‘ftsfa?j““?d-' :j;aeference tobewhat ROW 3P~ | terest in usual activities or decrease in sex drive; in~ |
pears to be a fairly minor disagreement tween Hillary igability: feeli lessness;
hodham Clinton's interior decorator and the White Geasco,ougabiliy; feeling of guilt or worth

4 4
PR
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H usher or impaired concentration; suicidal ide-
%’Zexn “The public will never believe the innocence of ation or attempts.” ' } Lo
the Clintons and their loyal staff.” [Foster suffered from at least four, according to

2 " D . friends, associates and investigators. His appetite had
fnd: “The WSJ editors Lie without consequence. been off; he lost 15 pounds in Washington, He had a
Foster stopped listing and concluded. “T was not difficult time sleeping. He felt guilt and -

meant f?{r the job or the splepthght of public life in Wash- His concentration at work-was Ylagging, although if: vrag -

ington. Here ruining people is considered sport.” ea b o ill functioned well Foread
Investigators believe he then ripped up the paper and so figh to begin with, he still ‘

dumped it in his briefcase. prmn%nms tﬁg ddemt: comes mpt?am
— , ‘ “Do not take if you are thinking about suicide.” -
The question that haunts his friends is this: If he was =

. “lr'
so unhappy, why didn’t he quit? It is clear to them now ‘
Wht Houo, “Re Fo e LU, Jngs sround inthe g ooy ot 4o of Desyre, er
j"z{lu = ~!:3§“s£m He felt like he was running through ically needs a week or two to take full effect. On Tues-
But how could he go home? Picture it: Rejoin the g:ry:'vidulyafm?}ﬁoe al:gu‘tv%l";on:ﬁe At 11 “I; ‘he
Rose firm after its “mores,” its “view °f the law” had spoke to c? favorite Rose firm colleague, who sai&‘lle
been attacked repeatedly (in because of him¥¥Wy, “gave no clue.” ) ‘ i o
one of the mostpfrahpomnt xv‘vtspapers tn‘Amem% Judge Ruth Bader Ginsburg, the Supreme Court
Walkintoﬂ:ecountrydubaﬁcrabandmﬁngmem, : MWFNmeM»WOﬂWGBM
83 racists. Approach new clients, having failed, in-ige start in her Senate confirmation hearings that morning;
view, to protect the most important client a lawyep- Louis J. Freeh's nomination to head the FBI was an-
could ever have, T “"w  Dounced at the White House. “Two home runs,” Nuss»
And bow would he live? He was, in the words of hlg  baum said to Foster. Foster said nothing. S
friends, the “tower of strength,” the *rock,” of the'Ar¢ _ Between 1 and 2 p-m, after eating lunch at his desk,
kansans. How could he leave Washington—with the Foster left work. A secretary offered him some candy.
inevitable headlines: White House Aide Resigny-im:  Foster said he'd get it later. R
Wake of Travelgate—and sit in Little Rock while.big  Perhaps he went home to fetch a handgun, or lgex-
friends struggled on? e frioad < id s Daps he had the gun with him. Perhaps he knew of Fort
“q1 believ:ah:e felt that way,” a close friend said. “Rgt: Mgcgox:advanqe- Pmp:ehq%mt;&gg
you go all way around it, and it still doesn’t get' Intention was privacy . . . plckedax;
the point that you pull the trigger.® = - m{? said Kevin B. Fornshill, the first palice officer on the
Yet after m>ny hours of rumination, one White House:: scene . ' T f e
aide thoughi'.he was beginning to understand, “Ut's |
r&ﬂyeasytaseehow,ifyougotmthetunnel.itc&&g‘
suckyouin” v . T Ty e

A~ TUED
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In Foster’s possession when he died were the names
of two psychiatrists. He never contacted them. e

Time of death: uncertain. Mode; 1913 Coit Army
service revolver. Source of weapon: apparently Fos-
ter’s late father. .

The gunshot, according to investigators, entered the
mouth and severely damaged the brain stem, which
controls heartbeat and breathing. The gun was found in
Foster's hand. Residue from firing the gunshot was
found on the skin of his hand. L

Hubbell has told colleagues that he feels as if the man
who died and his friend of 20 years are like two differ-
ent people. Vince Foster had become someone else. - .

Only outwardly was he the same man. Officer Forn-
shill remembered his slacks were creased, his white
shirt starched, and every hair in place. “I've seen his
photograph in the paper,” Fornshill said, “and it looked
just like him.” N
Staff writers Peter E. Baker and Michael Isikotf
contributed to this report.
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Two diwfferingf. portrayals of Vince
Foster’s last days emerge

B5Y RANDY LILLESTON
Democrat-Ga rette Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — In the past
week, there have been two ver-
sions of the last days of Vincent
Foster Jr.'s life: the official
white House version and an-
other, more disturbing story.

Until recently, the White
House version of Foster’s last
days was this: There were few
signs he suffered from anything
more than the daily ups and
downs of his work.

The version that has emerged
in bits and pieces from family
friends and Foster’s White
Fouse colleagues this weekisa

This is the latest in a series
of incidents in which White
House communications officials
have made apparently mis-
leading statements about in-
ternal controversies and then
apologized by saying they did
not know all the facts.

That. in turn, has helped ex-
tend controversies the White

[{ouse would like to see ended. -

“These are questions that I'm
not in a position necessarily to
take,” White House press sec-

far different one_

It has been reported this
week that:

e White Iiouse personnel
searching Foster’s office last
week found a note containing
the names of Washington psy-
chiatrists.

e A family doctor in Little
Rock sent anti-depressant med-
ication to Foster.

e Another note written by
Foster was found in a briefcase
in his office. The White House
said the note shed some light on

y

his state of mind.

The official White House po
sition on the Hope native’s death
is that the reasons for it, by and
farge, remain a mystery. Only re-
cently have administration
spokesmen given any indication
that Foster felt personally re-
sponsible for problems in the
White House counsel’s office.
~ Foster, 48, was found dead
July 20 at a roadside park in a
Virginia suburb of Washington.
He died of a seli inflicted gun-
shot wonnd to the head.

Mouse had not received a final
report on whether Iraqi-based
agents had tried to kill former
Pygsndent Bush. In fact, the
White House had received the
report and President Clinton
was planning the attack.
There was also the White
gnuse travel office controver-
First, administration spokes-
men said the entire travel of-
fice staff had been fired fol-
lowing allegations of finarcial

retary Dee Dee Myers said mismanagement. They cited
Thursday as she was peppered Vice President Gore's ongoing
with questions about Foster’s national perfermance review as

suicide. “That's
to be very careful to character
ize what it is we would be like
iy to know and what it is we
might pot know.”

why I've tried one reason the office was in-
vestigated.

Then, the discoveries began,

and White House officials lost
control of the story. Longtime

. . Chi i
Similar problems faced the Clinton friend and Arkansas na-
White House communication: tive Harry Themason, the par-

staff in its handling of the
bombing of Baghdad earler
this sum:er.

Two days before the attack.
Avers told reporters the White

tial owner of an air charter
company, was cornected to the
investigation, raising questions
ahou.t whether Thomason was
seeking business for his com-
pany and a political favor from
the president.

A distant relative of Clin
ton’s, who was placed in the
l_mvel office in January, essen
t!ally served as an administra
tion spy.

And the counsel's office,
where Feoster was employved
might have improperly cun-l.'n-t'
ed the FBI. That factor apneared
l_o_wcmh heavily on Foster., who
friends say was a stick.er for
ethics.

White House :pokesmen were
forced repeatedly to modity their
stories, culminating in a mossy
news conference featuring ef
;)fstaﬁ"l‘hmnns F.“Mack™ Mel ar
V.

CONTINUED
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Clinton eulogizes
old friend

450 attend
somber rite
for Foster

BY JERRY DEAN
AND JAKE SANDLIN
Democrat-Gazette Staft Writers
HOPE—A somber President
Clinton seturned to Arkansas on
Friday, a week after a happier
visit with friends, to say farewell
to deputy White House counsel
Vincent Foster Jr., a boyhood
friend of 45 years.

the president spoke of his long
friendship with Foster. He said
it began when the two playe
mumbletypeg games by throw-
ing knives into the irt. =
“The knives didn't stick,” the
president said thou_ghtfully.
“But the friendship did.”
“Vince was a complicated
person,” Clinton said. “It made
him more interesting, but no

less admirable. Vince was al-
ways puncturing anybody else’s
sense of self-importance.”
Clinton told of a 1977 meet-
ing he had with Foster in which
then-state Attorney General
Clinton had sought Foster’s help
in his first gubernatorial cam-
paign. Foster had bzen relue-

Foster, 48, was buried here
in a brief, private afternoon cer-
emony under a sweltering south
Arkansas sun at Memory Gar-
dens cemetery.

A former law partner at the
Rose Law Firm with Hillary
Rodham Clinton, Foster died
Tuesday of a self-inflicted gun-
shot wound. The incident hap-
pened in a suburban Virginia
park across the Potomac River
from Washington, D.C.

The president delivered a 10-
minute eulogy at the morning
funeral service at St. Andrew’s
Catholic Cathedral in Little

Rock, a service later described .

by some who attended as “up-
lifting.”

At least 450 friends and dig-
nitaries attended from Little

Rock and Washington, along
with Foster’s mother, Alice Mae
Foster; his widow, Lisa; and
their three children, Vincent 111,
21, Laura, 20, and Brugh, 17. Pos-
sibly 100 more were unable to
enter the jammed sanctuary.
Among those arriving with
Clinton aboard Air Force One
were Lisa Foster and her chil-
dren, U.S. Sens. Dale Bumpers
and David Pryor, both D-Ark.,

Attorney General Janet Reno,
White House Counsel Bernard
Nussbaum, White House chief
of staff and Hope native Thomas
F. “Mack” McLarty, White
House personnel director Bruce

.Lindsey, Associate Attorney

General Webb Hubbell and oth-
er top White House and Justice
Department officials.

During the funeral service,
which lasted about one hour,

d added, “I'm all fired up.”

«All right, all right.” Foster
d. Then he

finally conceded.

Clinton called his friend “a
great protector” of others. He
recalled that Foster had helped
his daughter, Chelsea, learn to
swim.

«But I never remember a
time,” the president added,
“when he ever asked us to pro-
tect him. It was always the
er way around.”

“Vince was a great dispenser .
of advice,” Clinton said. “If |
there is a sadness today, it's that i
Vince sometimes ignored his &
own advice.”

Clinton fondly recalled
evenings when his family visited
the Fosters’ Little Rock home,
«listening to music, drinking
spirits and being incredibly sil-

) Clinton ended the eulogy by
quoting Leon Russell,
rock pianist and writer:
in a place that has no space
ime. I love you for life; you
oth-| are a friend of mine.”

CONTINUED

tant, Clinton said, but he perse-
vered until Foster agreed. ]
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“Go well, friend, and God-

speed,” Clinton added, his voice
' husky with emotion.

Also speaking Friday was
Phil Carroll, a partner in the
Rose Law Firm, and the Rev.
George Tribou, rector at Little
Rock’s Catholic High School.

The church’s cathedral filled
beyond its 450-person capacity
well before 10 a.m., when Clin-
ton’s official party was arriving
at Little Rock’s Adams Field, an
hour before the service began.
Folding chairs were also used
and many White House staff
members stood.

While dozens of prominent
Arkansans, including Gov. Jim
Guy Tucker, attended from state
government and the local legal
community, many others just as
distinguished were turned away
from the packed cathedral.

Those included U.S. District
Judge Henry Woods, state
Supreme Court Chief Justice
Jack Holt Jr., and Morris S.
Arnold and Richard S. Arnold,
both brothers and U.S. circuit
judges.

The service, presided over by
Tribou and the Rev. Joseph Cor-
renti, began when Foster’s flag-
draped coffin entered the cathe-
dral at 11 a.m.

As the service continued,
amid much tolling of bells, Lit-
tle Rock police and U.S. Secret
Service agents cordoned off a
large area east from the Little
Rock Inn between the Little
Rock Public Library and the
Lafayette office building.

Curious spectators watched
from the windows of those and
other nearby buildings while

traffic was detoured around the
congested Sixth and Louisiana
intersection.

About noon, Foster’s casket
was carried from the front of the
church. Shortly afterward, the
president, Hillary Clinton and
Chelsea followed.

Alice Cockrill and Catherine
Cockrill, sisters-in-law and
friends for “20-something years”
of the Foster family, called the
service “one of the most beau-
tiful” they have attended.

“It made you feel good,” Al-
jce Cockrill said. “It wasn’t a de-
pressing service.”

“At some times, it was uplift-
ing,” said Danny Crain, a friend
of the Foster family. He said the
president “reflected on his
childhood friendship with
Vince, how they shared so much
over the years.”

State Associate Supreme
Court Justice Robert L. Brown
said Clinton was strong while
speaking of Foster.

“He was reflecting on some
of their moments spent together
as friends,” Brown said. “There
was a little bit of humor and a
little of reflection in his talk. It
was a tribute to Vince Foster.”

Many others who were asked
would not comment on the ser-
vice, some still wrought with
emotion and several crying. Two
men almost a block away from
the church embraced in tears
on a sidewalk after leaving the
service.

“Sorry, I can’t,” one woman
answered as she clutched a fist
over her heart.

In his eulogy, Clinton paid
tribute to Foster’s role in find-

ing the right candidates fo1r
three important posts — Attor-
ney General Janet Reno,
Supreme Court nominee Ruth
Bader Ginsburg and Louis
Freeh, the nominee for FBI di-
rector.

“He told of (Foster's) inter-
viewing of Janet Reno, who was
here, and how Vince has ulti-
mately come to the conclusion
that she was the right person for
the job,” Crain recalled.

Alice Cockrill said Clinton
told of Foster's role in Reno’s
nomination. “He said he knew
he had a good candidate when
Vince told him, ‘We’ve got a live
one, “ Cockrill related.

Catherine Cockrill told of the
president’s mention of Foster’s
commencement address to the
University of Arkansas School
of Law in Fayetteville on May 8
that “really told more about
Vince" than anything.

“He said he was the rock for
everyone else,” she added.

Before leaving Washington
on Friday morning, Clinton had
more words of praise for Foster.

“He was a terrific friend, a
great father, a great husband, a
great lawyer,” the president
said. “He was one of the ablest
and best people I ever knew in
my life. That's what makes this
day the more painful.

“But we have to accept the
fact that there are many things
we're not in control of, many
things we don't understand, and
we have to be grateful for what
his life was.”

(Randy Lilleston of the Demo-
crat-Gazette Washington bureau
contributed to this article).
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Clinton spends somber
day before funeral .

BY MICHELLE HILLIER
Democrat-Gazetts Benton Bureau

HOT SPRINGS — Virginia

Kelley’s two sons and widower
made a second private visit Fri-
day to the funeral home where
her body lay before burial in
Hope today.

Kelley, 70, died early Thurs-
day in her sleep from complica-

tions associated with her four-

year bout with breast cancer.
- President Clinton, his half
» bmthg; Roger Clinton, and Kel-

g

ley's widower, Dick Kelley, trav-
eled by presidential motorcade
to Gross Funeral Home, off Hig-
don Ferry Road between Qak-
lawn Park and St. Joseph’s Re-
gional Health Center,

The 10-minute drive began as
a light snowfall dusted Hot
Springs and the woods near the
Kelley home on Lake Hamilton.

Arriving at the funeral home
at 9:30 a.m,, the three spent 15
minutes inside, after spending
an hour there late Thursday.

Also present during Thursday's |
visit were Dick Kelley’s broth- :
er, Al, and Roger Clinton’s girl-
friend, Molly Martin. ;

Outside the funeral home Fri- .
day, Roger Clinton took several
deep breaths before breaking
down and sobbing when the
president put his arm across his
half brother’s shoulders.

After returning to the Kelley
House, the president spent the
morning finalizing the program
for today’s funeral, said Jeff

 He wandered through the

Eller, White House spokesman \ .. Amexican flags in Hot Springs,
The funeral is scheduled to' Where Kelley spent much of her
begin at 9 a.m today in the Hot 8dult life, will remain at half-
. o staff through Sunday.
Springs Convention Auditorium, 5 Ell id friends and rel
Officials estiate 3,000 people . Ellersa o sten reha-
will attend the funeral, and are « tives continued to stop by the

aski 1 | Kelley house Friday. They
secuﬁtgi%%:om?mve eavkyfor | brouggt food, flowers and con-

Ministers expected to offici- | dolences beginning shortly af-

ate are the Revs. Daniel ter 2:30 a.m. Thursday, when
of Grand Avenue Methcg(c)lﬁ% the media began reporting

Church in Hot Springs, John | Kelley’s death.
Miles of St. Jamss Mgthodist Eller said everyone at the

. , house reminisced about Vir-
Church in Little Rock and Joe ginia' Kelley, while going
Wilkerson of First United through
‘Methodist Church in Malvern. - sharing stories. . ‘
' Hot Springs Mayor Melinda ! Shortly after noon Friday —
Baran issued a city proclama- yhen the clouds cleared and
tion declaring today the offi-

 brisk wind picked up — the
‘tial “Day of Mourning for Vir- ety i p

' president decided to take an
ginia Clinton Kelley, in honor mpromptu stroll down mem-
‘of her devoted service to her.

ory lane in Hot Springs, where
family, friends, hometown and Ty an b s

| he spent most of his childhood.
pation.”

photo albums and |

:former Hot Springs High
School with high school class-
mates Jim French, David
Leopolous and Maria Aspell.

< They then drove over to Kel-

: ley’s old neighborhood. Clin-
ton’s limousine came nearly to
a stop behind the white, two-
story house with green trim at
1011 Park Ave. The car circled
the block to drive past the
front of the house, then left for
West Mountain in Hot Spring

, National Park.

~'The group stopped twice at
oVerlooks on the summit of

West Mountain, part of the

Quachita Mountains.
=On his way through town,

Clinton passed businesses

posted with signs expressing

sympathy for the Clintons’ loss.
™“Our thoughts and prayers
are with you Pres. Bill,” read

CONTINUED
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the marquee outside the Frost-
ed Mug, a fast-food outlet in
downtown Hot Springs.

“God Bless You, Virginia,”
read a sign on a downtown en-
tertainment bar.

. Shortly after Clinton re-
turned to the Kelley home,
first lady Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton and daughter, Chelsea, 13,
landed at 2:30 p.m. a¢ the Hot
Springs Municipal Airport in
glce military equivalent of a

-9,

Also on the plane was Asso-
ciate Attorney General Webb
‘Hubbell, formerly of Little
Rock, Eller said. They went to
ithe Kelley home, where the
first family was to spend the

(Cont.)

night. , ‘
Officials expect Vice Presi-
dent Gore and White House

chief of staff Thomas F.

“Mack” M.~ ~rty to arrive in
Hot Sps ™ s morning to at-
tend th. ~at. They then
will retu- » Washington,

D.C, an ofti. .l said.

- President Clinton will flyto
Andrews Air Force Base in
Washington after the burial to-
day and is scheduled to depart
for Europe at 10:30 p.m, for a
NATO meeting in Brussels,
Belgium,

A steady stream of visitors
stopped by the funeral home
during a public visitation from
11 a.m.to 4 p.m.

Many walked to Keliey’s
open casket, which was fin-
ished in cherry wood and
brass, paused several seconds,
and left the chapel.

After the funeral, a motor-
cade will travel about 80 miles
to Rose Hill Cemetery in Hope,
where Kelley grew up and
Clinton was born.

Pallbearers will be Kelley

family friends Dick Taylor,

Mike Seba, Jimmy Red Jones,
Larry Cheatham, Tam Parker,

. Irving Newton and Leonard EI-

lis; Roger Clinton’s best friend
Mike Pakis; and Leopolous.

Reporter Ron Taylor of The
Washington Times contributed
to this report.
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No smoking gun

The how-Vince-Foster-died
debate has taken a bizarre twist,
thanks to G. Gordon Liddy and an
interview the radio host had with
an anonymous source.

Notes of the March 22 inter-
view, which Mr. Liddy made
available to this newspaper, re-
veal it took place at the source’s
home, where the man “exacted a
promise” that Mr. Liddy would
never identify him.

The witness told Mr. Liddy that
on July 20, 1993, he was driving
his white utility van along the
George Washington Memorial
Parkway in Virginia on his way
home from work. Traffic was
barely moving, the man recalled,
and the temperature outside hov-
ered around 100 degrees.

Stuck in traffic, the man felt an
urgent need to urinate. He pulled
off the parkway at the entrance
to Fort Marcy Park, parked his
van and began searching for a se-
cluded spot. A short distance
later he came upon Foster’s body,

which he first thought was some- ~

one asleep. .

“He started to walk away, but
then noticed that the face was
swollen, so he moved in close,
stepping to where his foot was
within three feet of the man’s
head, and looked straight down
into his face to see if that was
case,” Mr. Liddy’s notes state.

“The body was bloating in the
heat. There were traces of blood
around the nostrils and mouth,
and flies were crawling over
those areas of the body. The eyes
were partially closed and were al-
ready glazed”

This is where the interview
gets interesting: The man de-
scribed the position of the body
— “hands at its sides, palms open
and angled upwards.” At the bot-
tom of a slope near the body, “the
brush was ‘trampled’ as if some-
one had been walking back and
forth at that spot.”

Mr. Liddy, at this point, asked
the witness if he had seen the
published photograph of what

was purported to be Mr. Foster’s
hand with its thumb in the trig-
ger guard of a handgun. The wit-
ness replied he hadn’t seen such
a photograph “and appeared sur-
prised, stating he had observed
both hands of the body and that
neither held a gun.”

After observing the body for
several moments, the man said
he walked back to his van and
drove to a nearby U.S. Park Ser-
vice facility, where he told two y

ark-

G. Gordon Liddy, a former F£BI
agent, is on the Vince Foster +
case.

ployees said he knew of the spot
described by the witness and left
to phone police.

The source told Mr. Liddy he
decided to come forward because
the stories he was reading about
the discovery of Mr. Foster’s body
are “not right.”

When Mr. Liddy asked the man
why he didn’t want to be identi-
fied, he replied, “Because I don't
want to end up like that guy I
found.”

Reached yesterday and asked
about the source, Mr. Liddy told
Inside the Beltway: “My gut in-
stinct is that this guy is real.
There were 14 different points es-
tablished [during the interview]
that indicate he’s real.

“If he's pulling a hoax, he’s
pulling a real good one. Remem-
ber, I'm an ex-FB] agent. I was
trained to intefview people by J.
Edgar Hoover. I know when
someone is trying to con me. I've
seen this man, I've talked to him
at length. I believe him.”
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Probers fo conf

By THOMAS FERRARO
Post Correspondent
WASHINGTON — Spe-
cial Whitewater counsel
Robert Fiske is expected

to issue a report soon con- -

cluding that White House
lawyer Vince Foster did in
fact commit suicide, it was
reported yesterday.

Sources identified only as
lawyers familiar with the
case were quoted by The
Wall Street Journal as say-
ing Fiske's office is ex-
pected to release a formal
report in a few weeks con-
firming that Foster took
his own life last summer,

Both Fiske and Roderick
Lankler, who is heading
the Foster probe, refused
comment yesterday. .

Fiske and Lankler are
said to be anxious to end
speculation that Foster
may have been murdered
or his body moved after
his death to the Virginia
park where it was found
July 20.

It was unclear whether
Fiske's office is also ready
to release its conclusions
on how, if at all, Foster's
death is related to White-
water, and whether the
White House tried to
hinder the probe.

Questions were raised
about Foster's death after
The Post quoted medical

LAST WORD: Whitewater special counsel Robert

&3

Fiske is expected to close his investigation of the
death of Vince Foster (above), declaring it a suicide.

and law-enforcement per-
sonnel at the scene who
said elements seemed
highly unusual for g sui-
cide.

Homicide experts also
raised questions as to
whether the Park Police

had conducted a proper in-
vestigation.

A spokesman for Rep.
William Clinger (R-Pa.)
blamed the special coun-
sel's office for yesterday’s
news leak to the Journal.

“Why are they leaking in-

formaton about the status
of the investigation,” asked
Clinger spokesman Eddie
Amorosi. “Fiske promised
a thorough and profes-
sional investigation. I'm
not sure that includes leak-
ing information.”

Clinger recently obtained
permission from Fiske to
review confidential police,
forensic and autopsy re-
ports on Foster's death in
the special counsel's office
next week.

Clinger says he wants to
know if Park Police con-
ducted a thorough investi-
gation and if they were
hampered in any way by
the White House.

Foster's body was found
at a federal park in subur-
ban  Virginia, several
hours after he left the
White House where he
served as Clinton's deputy
counsel.

As the Clintons’ longtime

" friend and private attor-

ney, he also kept files on
their co-ownership of the
‘Whitewater Development
Corp.

Those papers were se-
cretly removed from Fos-
ter’'s office just hours after
his body was discovered,
They were subsequently
turned over to federal in-
vestigators under threat of
a subpoena.
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_ Whitewater-Madison specml DATE: e
el Robert B. Fiske Jr. is ex- .
to issue a report soon that PAGE: /-/‘\' “"/ 0
mcludes that White House ' R
Deputy Counsel Vincent W, Fos-
ter Jr. did commit suicide, the
Wall Street Journal says.
Attributing its report to law-
yers familiar with the inquiry, the
Journal says Mr. Fiske's findings
will largely confirm conclusions
by the U.S. Park Police.
The Journal’s Ellen Joan Pol-
lock reports from Little Rock
that the special counsel appears
to be broadening the scope of his
inquiries as a wave of nearly 250
subpoenas washes across the Ar-
kansas capital.
Roderick Lankler, who leads
Mr. Fiske’s Foster probe, declined
.comment on the interim report’s
contents except to say he was un-
sure whether it addressed allega-
tions that White House aides im-
peded the Park-Police
investigation.
Mr. Lankler told Ms. Pollock
that he hopes to release the re-
port in the middle of this month.

Whitewater’s impact

From presidential politics to
health care reform, Whitewater is
not playing out the way Washing-
ton insiders exepected, the Bos-
ton Globe reports.

“For the moment, at least, vot-
ers appear to perceive White-
water as an inside game played
by petty partisans, and not yet a
matter of terrific relevance,” says
the Globe’s John Aloysius Farrell.

“Though Whitewater may yet
emerge as a national political cri-
sis, Washmgton 'S preoccupatlon

. remains, at this point, a topic
to be spoofed by the cast of
‘Saturday Night Live’ and the

Doonesbury comic strip charac-
ters.”

Whitewater reason

“Even the most partisan Re-
publicans . .. don’t want to de-
stroy Clmton They just want to
weaken him. They want to make
it harder for Clinton to pursue his
agenda And easier for them to
defeat in 1996," says analyst Wil-
liam Schneider in the National
Journal.
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THE BOSE FIRIM PROUDLY SENT FOUR

PRRTRERS TO THE CLINTOR ADMINISTRATION-

RAD IT°S FACED DISASTER EVER SINCE

shift in fortune was signaled, as it so often is, by the most
v prosaic of events. The phone rang.
Phillip Carroll, at 68 one of the grand patriarchs of
Litde Rock’s legal community, was at home on a mid-
| summer night in the affluent Heights neighborhood.
.. He was the first to receive the news that would rock the
; rich, sheltered way of life enjoyed by partners at the
Rose Law Firm

Shortly after 10 pm., an old friend with dlose ties to the
Qinton White Housc, federal appeliate Judge Richard Amold, called to impart
the incomprehensible. Vince was dead. A suicide. His body had been found in a
vark in Virginia. Carroll could barely breathe. Vince Foster. Carroll had been his
Tensor and confessor, godfather 1 his eldest son. Dead by’ his own hand.

Minutes later, Rose partner George E. Campbell's phone rang. It was Ann
Pincus, a Liude Rock native, wife of a Washington Post reporter and lifelong
Tiend of Campbell's wife, Joan. Pincus had attended a Washington dinner party
or David Gergen during which the presidential counselor received an urgent
all from d;c White House with the awful news.

Tt was Julv 20, 1993, and deputy White House counsel Vincent W. Foster Jr.,
8. once the soul and spine of the Rose Law Firm, boyhood friend of the Presi-
lent and dosc confidant of former Rose partner Hillary Rodham Clinton, had

pparenth committed suicide with an antique .38 Colt revolver in an isolated
ark overlooking the Potomac River,

Suddenhy, the Washington-Litde Rock nexus of lawyers and politicians went
1o action. The news spread across the network like a cascading wave.

William H. Kennedy 111, now White House associate counsel and former

hief operating officer at Rose. quickly called several of his former colleagues at

1e firm. Trying (o0 leam more about Foster's death, Carroll sought the Wash-

1gton home number of Webster L. Hubbell, also a former senior partner at

Back in Washington, Foster's boss, White House counsel Bernard . Nuss-
baum, was searching Foster's modest office in the West Wing, looking for a
suicide note or a blackmail demand.

“Did he say anything?" a bewildered Nussbaum kept asking himsclf as he
tiffled through papers on Foster's desk. Nussbaum, the New Yorker who had
made a fortunc on Wall Street in the 1980s putting together corporate mergers,
was out of his clement when confronted with violent death, and his amaieurish
handling of Foster's suicide deepened suspicions that the White House was -
ing to conceal some hidden scandal involving the First Family.

Not until six days later did a White House lawyer find a tom-up suicide note
in the bottom of Foster’s briefcase. It hinted at dark conspiracies by the FBI, the
media and Republicans o destroy the Clintons and cverything they were trying
to accomplish. Foster, in a restrained but anguished cry, wrote that he “was not
meant for the job or the spodight of public lifc in Washington. Here, ruining
people is considered sport.”

It was the most tmummk?. unfathomable and scaring event of the Clinton
presidency. Why was Foster—whom the President described as the “Rock of
Gibraliar,” the man ance anointed to guide the Rose Law Firm into the next
century, the man people in trouble tumed to for help—dcad at the pinnacic of
his carcer?

That question remains unanswered. But what is dear is that in the wake of
Foster's death, the prosperous and peaceful life of Litde Rock's Rose Law Firm
has been shattered. Foster's death has immersed the firm in the ;apidjy unravel-
ing Whitewater scandal, a tale of Arkansas banking and real estate deals gone
bad and the White Housc's clunisy ¢fforts to contain the c'ominuing damage. It
set in motion a serics o;’ cvenits that subjected Rose's 59 lawvers to unaccus-
tomed stress. That pressure now appears to threaten an implosion of the oldest
law finn \\:t:st-of the Mississippi.

Already, the firm’s response to the harsh glare of nztional scrutiny has tumed

«0se and then the No. 3 official at the Justice Depdr@h\ wHome ne |(EU R%& &&BQ@)&DM ‘ﬁ{ﬁ ZQ\LQISJ]L,?P&&?:%%@ZM his job at

asition 1o monitor the Foster investigation.
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$100.000 in personal expenses to the firm while he was a partner. The Rose
investigation of Hubbell was only tangential 10 the Whitewater probe, but “It’s
Whitewater that created the dimate, that gave the dissidents in the firm the op-
portunity to go after Hubbell,” observes one source dose to Hubbell.

There is biter wll, especially among the younger generation of Rosc attor-
new now taking control, of the tarnished legacy bequeathed them, and they are
ning to distance theniselves from Hillary Clinton and her departed cronies. In
nid-March, Rose parinens voted to file charges against Hub-
bell with the Arkansas Supreme Cournt cthics division.

In the past vear, Rose has become the favorite target of
ooy conscnative conspiracy theorist in America, assuming
the secret-villain mantle once reserved for the Trilateral Com-
mision. The firm has been portraved by Clinton critics, most
oficn in the Wall Street Journal, as a secrctive fortress at the
center of palitical and economic life in Arkansas that has now
extended its sinister influence into the highest reaches of the
federd govermmient. Hubbell and Hillary, assisted by the ag-
grewive but shadowy Kennedy and Foster, surreptitiously
wwoh encr the govemmen: to advance their hidden agenda of
federal imencention inte every cranny of American life, ac-
courding 1o this view. The finn, playing un its capital connec-
tioms, added a tentwle by sending panner Allen W Bird I 10
open a Washington office last fall, feeding the suspicions of
the conspiry thearists.

The truth is more mundanc but in somce ways more pro-
found. The bawvers of the Rose firm became entangled in the
carcens of the Clintans mainly by the accident of Foster's birth
in Hope, Ark., and by a rising palitician’s wifc's need for a_|ob
in 1477, But Ui lives of these 59 people have now become
Iusmtagre to the cansequences of the Clintons’ actions and to
the President™ past business dealings with a two-bit real csate

investor and S&1. operator named James B. McDougal.

Of the four Rose partners who assurned major roles in Washington afier Bill
Gimm'sckrdcm,omisdcad,asccondhasrcsigmd_magﬁ,d‘ Kennedy, is
under scrutiny fur nonpavment of taxes for a nanny. The fourth, Hdla:) herself, is
caugiit squareh in the middle of Whitewater, her effectiveness as an advocate for
health care reform and other legislative efforts increasingly in doubt.

No onc could have predicted when Rose hired Hillary Clinton that, 17 years

3 ES

fater, the firm’s reputation would be hanging by a diread, a 174-year-old institu-
tion facing oblivion because of a rotten litde fand deal.

UNTIL THEN-GOV. BILL CLINTON OF ARKANSAS ANNOUNCED HIS CANDIDA-
o for the presidency at the end of 1991, the Rose Law Firm was litde known
outside the region. The firm, whose pariners only recenty gave up the Old
South style of scersucher suits and white buck shoes in summer, never recruited
from farther away than Tennessce or Texas. While its ambitions were to be an
mmportant regional kegal player, it never acquired the stature of larger and bet-
terconnecied fimn in Mcmphis, Houston and Dallas.

Still, its partners enjned whatever luxurics Litde Rock had to offer—gra-
cious old homes or newer mini-mansions, the golf course and large swimming
poal of the exdusive Country Club of Litde Rock, expensive cam, civilized work-
ing hours and ckne association with the small circle of Arkansas leaders who
wicld true political and financial power.

The Clinton candidacy brougiit national focus on Rose because of Hillary's
cmplovnent there, but it hias nat been the attention the firm would have wished.
Beginning carly in the campaign, Rose was the subject of hundreds of news
storics and dozens of rumon about potential conflicts of interest, the sale or
purchase of palitical influence, and office intrigue.

Inside Rose, the pressure has anly gotten worse in the months since Fos-
ter's death. At first, many tricd to rally around Lisa Foster, Vinee's widow,
when she maved back to their white-pillared home in the Heiglus with her
three children. But now, like barracudas in an overcrowded tank, Rose law-
yers have begun to tum on cach other and their former colleagues. These
were just the latest and most overt signs of the poisonous climate at Rose.

Even longstanding friendships within the firm have been eroded by White-
water. Scnior Rose partners Herbert C. Rule 111 and W. Wilson Jones have
practiced together for more than 20 years and consider themsclves the best
of fricnds. But during a joint interview, Jones repeatedly interrupted when-
ever Rule drifted into a discussion of the effects of Whitewater on the firm.
1 thought we agreed we weren't guing to talk about that,” Jones upbraided
Rule more than once, his voice growing edgier each time. Asked later about
the cvident tension, Rule dismissed it as “the bickering of an old married
couple.”

Mr::ny in the firm grumbile that the price the remaining lawyers are paying
for their assuciation with the Clintons is far 100 high and the rewards far too
low. Truc, another former Rosc lawyer, Richard B. Steinkamp, has just
found a home in the Clinton Administration, recently named gencral counsel
of a new oversight board for federal mortgage financing agencics. Yet the
White House connection has donc little for Rose's new Washington office;
the firm's name is now radioactive in a city where clients looking for political
pull don't like to read about their lawyers and lobbyists in lurid newspaper
headlines.

Although the remaining pariners are loath to express such a view publicly,
in conversations onc hears an undercurrent of rescntment at the Clintons
and their pals for robbing Ruse of a lucrative obscurity, for bringing its law-
yers' integrity into question, for the loss of the beloved Foster.

“We rely heavily on our reputation, which until recently has been untar-
nished,” says Chicf Operating Officer Ronald M. Clark, weighing his words
judiciously, trying to mask his bitterness at being forced to deal with insati-
ablc federal authorities and prying media. “Here we are defending swuff that
took place six or eight years ago and which most of us know absolutely noth-
ing about. A lot of us here complain that when you speak of “the firm,’ you're
wlking about an entity. But we're all individuals, and 1 knew nothing about
Whitewater.

“If this is our 15 minutes of fame," the 39-ycar-old ax specialist laments,
“1'd just as soon it end.™

The tribulations of the Rose Law Firm have caused fow tcars to be shed in
the inbred legal community of Litle Rock. Oh sure, there are the ritual ex-
pressions of sympathy for Foster's widow and the clucking of tongues over
the breathless media coverage. But beneath a veneer of Southern manners
there is barcly disguised glee at the dedline of a collection of lawyers whom
many of their competitors consider arrogant, aloof and overrated. “They're
nothing special, just another Little Rock law firm with big pretensions,™ says
one attorney in a small Liule Rock partnership. He adds that a lawyer will
chide any collcague who grows full of himsclf by saying, “Now don't go act-
ing like a Rose fimn lawyer.”

Legal competitors are quick 1o pounce on the latest allegation about Rose and
brag about the cases they wan or clients they stole from the powerhouse on East

_John M. Broder is a White House corvespondent in The Times' Washington Bureau. fames
Risen is a Times national corvespondent based in Washington.
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Fourth Street. Always on bachground. of coursc; Litde Rock is a small town, and
it’s ot patite to cut up vour follow country club members on the record.

But from the country dub kacker room 10 the barraom of the Capital Hotel,
wherever Little Rock’s lawyers gather, Rasc and Whitewater are the hotiest top-
ics. Rumon abound about who's been subpocnaed and what records have been
shredded. Samce of it is just politics. old encmics of the Clintons getting even.
Somic is the ald-fashioned delight in the misfortuncs of the better-off; the Rose
firm traditionally was among Litthe Rock’s most profitable. .

In num wans, what the Rose fimn is going through today mirrors Foster's
transformation List vear, when he surrendered i privileged and private existence
in Liade Rech 1o serve in Washington at the bebest of the (lintons.

After arriving at the White House, the tacitum and tighth wrapped Foster was
quickhy bombuarded by crises of 2 sort he had never encountered in Litde Rock,
from batdes over contrvenial Clinton appointments to the botched firing of
the White House tranel staff. He was painted as part of the insidious Rose cabal
in Wahington. He worked harder under more pressure and with more painful
rosults than he ever had in Arkansas.

A corporatc litigator from a quict Southermn town who some formier col-
feagues belicve initialh saw a White Housc job as the answer to his midlife crisis
and growing restivencss as a lawyer, was thrust into a political hurricance for
which he was dramatically ill prepared. And whether because of these pressures,
soine unbearablc sceret or, as many of his fricnds belicve, an undiscovered medi-
cal cvent that triggered his suicidal depression, he snapped and ended his life six
montin o the day afier Clinton was inaugurated.

*“We hane all been trving o understand what happened to Vince ever since,”™
says Bird.

‘Anxmg the cffeas found in Foster’s White House office were a dim black-
and-white photo of Faster and Bill Clinton in kindergartien and 2 thin manila file
folder labeled “Whitewater,” which contained tax records and other documents
relating to the Clintons” Ozark Mounuain real estate deal. Nussbaum, consider-
ing it the pensonal legal business of the Clintons, forwarded it to their privaic
attornes in Washingron.

When it was revealed that Nussbaum removed Whitewater-related papens
from Foster’s office while holding at bay police officers investigating the death.
the peditical equivalent of hell broke loose for the (lintons, raising the ugly spec-
ter of 2 White House corer-up. That finally forced the White House in Januan
10 accede o the appoint:nent of a special counsel, Robert B. Fiske Jr., a veteran
New York prosecutor who has set up shop in Litde Rock.

Rane falls under Fishe's scrutiny because Hillary Clinton and the firm repre-
scnted James Mclougal's Madison Guaranty Savings & Loan in front of state
regulatons appointed by her husband in an attempt to shore up the foundering
thrift. Four vean later, in an unrclated matter, Rose solicited legal business from
federul regututon and was hired 10 sue Madison Guaranny’s auditors for negii-
gome: duat cane s raised allegations of a conflict of interest because of Hillany's
carlicr representation of Madison.

Rene pauniner Bird represented Hillary Clinton in a Whitewater-related land
tranasction. And Foster also acted as the Clintons’ personal lawyer in dealing
with Whitcwater, at keast in the later stages, and handied the 1992 sale of their
shure of Use venture. There have alsa been hints, from Rose pantners and federal
imetiguton, that the finn's Jawven handled far more Whitewater transactions
than hine been publich acknowledged.

The firm firv fclt the cffects of notoricty during the 1992 presidential race,
whoen its nit famaous paniner took a leave of absence to campaign for her hus-
band. Rine hired socurity guards afier catching reponers pawing through their
trash and swusping around their document storage facility. The firm also, for
the firu time. bougldit a diredder to destroy confidential documents.

The attention during the campaign was nothing compared to the floodlights
new shining on the fim. s clegandy appointed offices—which include a 60-
fort baserent swimming pool, salaged from the building’s days as a YWCA—
tune boen visited by agents of the FBLL the Resolution Trust Corp., the Federal
Depunit Insurauce Corp. and the Depaniment of Justice. At least 2 dozen times a
din. reponens from as far away as London and Australia call with questions
alwwat Whitewater and the (lintons.

On i recent visit 1o the fim, a reponer observed half a dozen-boxes of files
selatny? 10 Whitcwater being whecled dovn the bird's-cve-maple-pancled hali-
wans, eing prepared for submission under subpocena from Fiske.

Nt an wildest dreank would 1 have imagined what has happened,”™ says
Cavrge Camplacl, it 61 one of the firm's elder satesinen. He contends that the
Reme fimmm is “an mnecomt bistander whao happens to be around when puliticians
are diyning mud at cach ather.™ He believes that the finn's name and reputation
wall e vwadic ated. but the offects of the trauma will linger.

U thare's an insight e gained from all this, it's about the pain involved in

national politics,” Campbell
says, sitting primly on a sofa in
his office. “There are peaple
who spend every waking mo-
ment trying to tear somebody
elsc down.”

NO ONE QUTSIDE ARKAN-
sas’ legal community would
ever have heard of the Rose

sharp young law professor he
knew, 29-year-old Hillary
Rodham. .

Rodham was then teaching
at the University of Arkansas
Law School in Fayetteville,
where Foster, an alumnus,

often handled recruiting for

the Rose firm. Hillary was
moving to Little Rock be-
cause her husband had just
won the Democratic primary
for state attorney general.
For Rose, it seemed like a for-
tuitous match; Bill Clinton
was clearly on the way up in
politics, and Hillary was go-
ing with him. Giroir recalls
that the firm, which at the
time only hired two or three
associates a year, was not try-
ing to fill an opening. Rose
just made a slot for Hillary.
“We had a policy that if we
found someone we really
wanted, we would go after
them,” says Giroir.

Today, partners refuse to
voice regret at Hillary’s hiring.
Those who played a role say
one of the only concerns ex-
pressed at the time was wheth-
er her marriage might force
the firm to turn away some
state business because of po-
tential conflicts of interest.
Others worried that Little
Rock was not ready for a “la-
dy lawyer,” particularly a fem-
inist Northerner educated at
Wellesley and Yale.

Hillary was a liberal woman
in a staid, Southern white-
male-dominated firm that had
been founded before Arkansas
was granted statehood, a firm
that did not hire its first black
attorney until 1988. ;(It cur-
rently has none.) Ultimately,
she would bring high-profile
politics into a corporate law
firm that shunned publicity.

Hillary was naturally drawn
to Vince Foster, then only 32

but already considered a ma-
jor asset at the firm because
of his legal skills and atten-
tion to detail. One of the
leading civil trial attorneys in
the city, “He won by follow-
ing the rules,” observes one
former colleague. Older cli-
ents liked his discretion and
his ability to cut to the heart
of alegal problem.

Younger associates re-

wi’ _the firm for moodiness,
ten,,..ramental behavior and
even extended spells of si-
lence. Former colleagues say
that for one 18-month
stretch, he refused to talk to
his secretary.

. His austere demeanor
“could intimidate those around
him. Kennedy, a recent hire at
the firm, was transferred out
of the litigation department
because he and Foster, his su-
pervisor, couldn’t get along,
Rase sources say. The two lat-
er came to terms as Kennedy,
a Pine Bluff, Ark., native,
proved his worth by billing
more hours than any other
Rose lawyer for several con-
secutive years.

Webb Hubbell, who fol-
lowed Foster as managing ed-
itor of the University of Ar-
kansas Law Review and
joined the firm two years af-
ter his older friend, also be-
came part of Rose’s inner cir-
cle. Hubbell was Foster's
fun-loving opposite, a beefy
former Arkansas Razorback
lineman who was as outgoing
as Foster was reserved. His
minor football fame was a
draw in a state where the
Hogs rule, but former associ-
ates say that Foster’s brain
and Kennedy's prodigious ca-
pacity for work brought in a
lot more revenue. (Clinton,
Hubbell and Kennedy all de-
clined to be interviewed for
this article.)

Hillary Clinton, mean-
while, consciously sought to
keep her head down, shying
away from highly visible cases
that could raise questions
about her relationship to the
attorney general who would
later become governor.

Littde Rock lawyers and re-
porters on the legal beat say
that in her 15 years in the
Rose fimm’s litigation section,
she was seldom seen in court,
preferring to find a way to set-
de disputes outside the glare
of public pleading. One attor-
ney who opposed her on a
commercial matter in the late
1980s said that Hillary led
him to believe that she wanted
a trial, but on the eve of their
court appearance she called
to offer a settlement *“on very

Iaw Firm if Vince Foster had ferred to him as “Vince the favorable terms to our side.

not \VRBA heghe {ORTSKhE3 D) iddreitia7020%138 Page 89

Operating Officer C. Joseph
Giroir Jr.'s office one day in
1976 and urged him to hire a

for his cool, assassin-like man-

ner that could wilt a withess or

an underachieving associate.
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“She was very worried
out a high-profile loss. She
d to take politics into ac-
unt on cach matter,” says
e attorney, who worked at
ase for several years and
»w is at another Little Rock
. He asked not to be iden-
jed because the Little Rock
cal legal community is so
1all. “She was afraid to tie it

»and go to court. She ended
) setding most matters.”
Even her supporters at
ose say Clinton was less than
full-time lawyer, having to
tend to state business, ser-
oe on corporate boards, po-
ical campaigns and a variety
7 public advocacy pursuits.
.er pay reflected her relative-
modest contributions to the
rm’s bottom line—just over
100,000 a year when many
f her contemporaries were
aking twice that or more.
ier pay was also reduced be-
wse she did not take a share
+ work done by Rose on be-
alf of the state government,
10stly the handling of the sale
f'state bonds.

She was missing so often
1at former Chief Operating
ifficer Giroir says she was of-
n assigned to assist Foster.
We couldn’t give her a full
1ad of cases because we were
cver sure she would be
round to handle them,” Gi-
Jir says. Indeed, in 1982,
lillary Clinton had to tum
own Giroir's offer of a pro-
10tion to become administra-
ve partner, which would
ave given her significant
1anagement duties in the
rm; she was interested in the
ost, but she was 100 busy that
ear helping her husband
winch his bid to regain the
overnorship.

Yet despite her efforts to
eep a low profile, Hillary
Jinton still entered into some
wusiness arrangements that
ave rise to potential conflicts.
he firm developed its own
thics guidelines in the mid-
980s that were supposed to
mit partners’ business deal-
1gs with firm dients, but
10se guidelines were appar-
ntly informal.

Cernainly Clinton didn’t re-
rain from mixing business
nd legal work. For example,
1€ sat on the board of direc-

tors of two major Rouse clients,
TCBY Enterprises, the yogurt
franchise, and Wal-Mart
Stores. Her most serious po-
tential conflict, of course,
came from the fact that she
represented Madison Guaran-
ty at the same time that she
was in business with its chair-
man, James McDougal. Most
troubling of all was that while
she had other firm partners
handle work for Whitewater,
she apparently did not dis-
close her business relationship
with McDougal to the firm’s
COO. “I never knew that she
was in business with him,” says
Giroir.

But there is no denying that
her departure, along with
those of Foster, Hubbell and
Kennedy, took a heavy toll on
the remaining partners. One
legal competitor refers to the
firm today, with its senior
management gutted and its le-
gal expertise and political con-
nections sorely missed, as
“Home Alone I111.”

A HUNDRED MILES OR SO
north of Little Rock, down
the road from the Ozark vil-
lage of Yellville, are the 240
acres of land along the White
River that the Clintons and
James and Susan McDougal
‘bought amid dreams of real
estate riches. Oddly, it was
along this same river more
than 150 years ago that one of
the founders of the Rose firm
first brought the partnership
into disrepute and caused its
temporary demise.

In 1832, 12 years after
forming the partnership that
grew into the Rose Law Firm,
Robert Crittenden decided
that Litde Rock could not con-
tain his ambitions. He tried to
unseat the incumbent delegate
from the Arkansas territory,
Henry W. Conway, but the
campaign deteriorated into a
bitter exchange of insults and
a challenge to a duel, which
left Conway mortally wound-
ed, Crittenden disgraced and
the law partnership with Ches-
ter Ashley disbanded.

The firm was re-established
in 1837—uwithout the trigger-
happy Crittenden but with its
political yearnings intact. Ash-
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the Judiciary Committee. His
new partmer, George Watkins,

later became chief justice of the
Arkansas Supreme Court.

The firm adopted its cur-
rent name in 1865 with the
addition of noted jurist U.M.
Rose, a founder and later
president of the American
Bar Assn. A “Northerner”
from Kentucky who arrived in
Arkansas on a Mississippi riv-
erboat, he was a linguist, legal
scholar and diplomat who was
cited by Supreme Court Jus-
tice Felix Frankfurter as an
important early influence.
Rose family members were as-
sociated with the firm until
the late 1940s.

Over the years, the partner-
ship was a breeding ground
for Arkansas’ political and le-
gal elite, producing six mem-
bers of the state Supreme
Court, dozens of state legisla-
tors and officers of the state
bar association. But the past
decade has been unquestion-
ably one of the most traumat-
ic periods in the firm’s history.
Just as the rise of Hillary Clin-
ton and her colleagues in-
creased the firm’s political
profile throughout the 1980s,
Joseph Giroir sought to radi-
cally transform the firm’s rela-
tionship with the Arkansas
business community.

Giroir never quite fit the
Rose image. A small, dapper
man partial to flashy suits and
custom-made shirts, he consid-
ered himself half businessman,
half lawyer. Yet his vision of
turning Rose into an entrepre-
neurial player in mergers and
acquisitions throughout the re-
gion ultimately collidéd with
the firm’s conservative tradi-
tions. “The firm almost came
apart over Giroir,” says one
Rose partner.

When Giroir’s major lender,
First South Savings & Loan,
was taken over by regulators
from the Federal Savings and
Loan Insurance Corp., fund-
ing for his personal ventures
suddenly dried up. In 1986,
the agency not only cut off Gi-
roir’s line of credit, it seized
$12 million in assets he had
put up as loan collateral.

*“I had no choice but to
sue,” Giroir says now. “They
had just about all my money.”
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mana,_ment issue tor nearty
two years. Finally, by early
1988, Giroir resigned and set
up his own firm, taking with
him some of the best young
lawyers in Rose’s profitable se-
curities law department.

More important, he took
key dlients with him, including
corporate and personal legal
work of Jackson Stephens, the
patriarch of a family financial
empire and arguably the most
powerful figure in Arkansas.
1t has taken years for Rose to
rebuild its securities business
since Giroir's departure.

Rose today is not Litte
Rock's most political firm;
there are one or two rival pow-
erhouse firms in town that
have traditionally had closer
ties to the state Legislature.
Yet Rose still exerts influence
through its heavyweight dient
base, which has remained in-
tact during the current contro-
versy, according to Rose law-
yers. “My dlients almost never
even mention it, except to
sympathize and ask how we are
doing,” insists senior partner
Wilson Jones.

But the coming months will
pose a stemn test of client loyal-
ty. By March, congressional
Republicans were smelling
blood and had forced the
Federal Deposit Insurance
Corp. to reopen an investiga-
tion of whether Rose had a
conflict of interest in its legal
work involving Madison be-
fore state and federal regu-
lators. “Hillary Clinton and
Rose got money going in and
got money going out,”
charged Sen. Lauch Faircloth
R-N.C)).

The mysteries of the firm
are slowly yielding to the per-
sistence of the press and the
pressure from Fiske, who is
still in the opening stages of
his inquiry into Whitewater.
Stories detailing grand jury
testimony from-former Rose
couriers and clerks about
shredded documents, poten-
tial conflicts of interest, shad-
owy real estate deals and polit-
ical connections blare almost
daily from newspapers and

TV reports.

Rose partners are certain to

e problem was that Rose be forced to testify before
BHDESUILE i G405 488gPag S0 oughoot

er thrift cases—a conflict of in- the spring. Fiske’s self-de-
terest that became the central scribed mandate is to investi-
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gate, among other things, the
death of Foster and the possi-
ble complicity of the Rose
firm in fiscal and legal she-
nanigans involving McDou-
gal's failed businesses and his
relationship with the Clintons.

Besieged with subpoenas
and under intense media
scrutiny, Rose has hired its
own legal counsel, the giant
Houston firm of Vinson &
Elkins, to represent it in pos-
sible federal prosecution.

The firm's legal fees could
easily run into hundreds of
thousands of dollars.

In a sign of the serious
questions still surrounding
Foster's violent death, Fiske
has named Roderick C. Lank-
ler, former chief litigator in
the New York district attor-
ney's office, to concentrate
solcly on the Foster suicide.
And, of course, if any proof
of shredding of Whitewater-
related documents surfaces
in grand jury testimony, Rose
attorneys will be facing ob-
struction of justice charges.

Taken together, that’s
enough potential trouble to
make almost any client think
twice. “It’s not the sort of
reputation one would go
searching for,” sighs senior
partner Herb Rule.

Rose partners deny they
are covering up any scandal
and deny their shredder has
been working overtime to
hide the truth about the Clin-

tons and Whitewater. Former
couriers at Rose have testi-
fied before a grand jury in
Little Rock that they were
asked by clerks to shred
documents marked with Vin-
cent Foster’s name but have
acknowledged that they don’t
believe any of the papers
were related to Whitewater
or Madison Guaranty. One
sardonic Rose partner asks:
“Now, if we were really going
to shred documents about
Madison and Whitewater, do
you think we would do it in
the middle of the day and call
in the clerks and say, ‘Hey,
we’re shredding the Madison
files, can you help us?"™

Yet, deservedly or not,
Rose is now smack in the
middle of the hottest political
scandal since the Iran-contra
debacle. And suddenly, Rose
of Little Rock is the most fa-
mous law firm in America—
for all the wrong reasons. ems
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W hitewater

close relationship with one of the young agents on that case—
Special Counsel Robert Fiske,

Louis Freeh, now director of the ﬂwm the story is remark-
Calmly Plumbing the Depths

able for another reason: It is oif€ of the most dramatic tales
that anyone has to tell about Robert Fiske. -

The veteran of many high-profile cases, Fiske is not the kind
of swashbuckling litigator whose exploits are celebrated in law-
yer locker-_room chat. “He’s not boring,” says Scott Muller, a
former assistant to Fiske during the Scotto prosecution. “But
he’s such an absolutely straight guy.”

In his few short weeks as special counsel, Fiske has shown
that pe is capable of making dramatic moves. Within days of his
appointment, he announced himself with a fusillade of subpoe-
nas to thte Hquse aides. Then, last week, he cut a deal to get
granq Jury testimony from David Hale, a shady former judge
who is the only person to allege that Bill Clinton was directly . .
;nvolved in any of the questionable financial dealings surround-
ing the sinkhole known as Madison Guaranty Savings &

c0an—a move that Fiske described as “a significant contribu-
tion” to the investigation.

Attorneys who know Fiske well say they are confident that

By Kim Masters
‘Washington Post Staff Writer

" he is moving deliberately, if rapidly. Even his former adversar-

ies say Fiske's judgment and integrity make him an ideal

. ob Fiske strode from the federal courthouse, back
straight, chin out, fashion-be-damned plaid cap
4% atop his head, and plunged into a sea of reporters
W54 and photographers. His team of lawyers had just
= > ] started grilling the president’s men and women
S.iss” about the tangled affair that has come to be called
itewater. The media mob surged in for a quote, a shot, a
rsel of his time. Fiske pressed ahead sternly. But when the
s didn't part swiftly enough and a hapless photographer
sbled over backward, it was Fiske who paused and helped
man to his fee!.
Joblesse oblige.
This sort of courtesy comes naturally to a blue-blood, white-
»e lawyer who hovers unspattered over Washington'’s most
sent political spectacle. This sort of poise you can display
en you are so sure of yourself—your mission, your methods
1 your morals—that even though you utter not a word of re-
sach, a howling pack of reporters suffers a rare moment of
\barrassment at its own frenzied behavior.
Robert B. Fiske Jr., lifelong Republican, former prosecutor,
all Street lawyer, former peewee hockey league coach, is
it sort of person—a man who stays cool and clean in t}§e
aches. Some of his colleagues tell a story about the day in
79, in the middle of a tense racketeering trial, an FBI agent
shed into a New York courtroom and whispered to the pros-
ator that the proceedings had to be stopped at once. Fiske,
=n the U.S. attorney for the Southern District of New York,
in’t panic.
“What?” he wrote on a pad. )
The agent wrote that a hit had been ordered on a witness in
e case—and on Fiske himself. Fiske considered that briefly
d scribbled “In the courtroom?” No, the agent answered. In
at case, Fiske wrote back, why stop the trial? )
That sang-froid, displayed during the renowned prosecution

cheice for this daunting job. He has a
reputation as a detail-oriented prose-
cutor who won't indict unless he be-
lieves that a conviction is in the bag.
“He’'s tough and aggressive in litigat-
ing when he has a case that will sup-
port it—and practical-minded about
getting it over with when he needs
to,” says Steve Case, one of Fiske’s
law partners at the snooty New York
firm of Davis, Polk & Wardwell.

However tough, Fiske is always
Jow-key—an affable square who is
modest to the point of self-
effacement, soft-spoken to the point
of inaudibility. In white-bread, well-
to-do Darien, Conn., where Fiske
grew up, he is the original communi-
ty pillar. He served on the police
commission for 10 years and was
chairman of the board of deacons at
his church.

‘Fiske isn’t giving any interviews,
but his longtime assistant notes in
response to an inquiry that yes,
Fiske used to coach the New Ca-
ndan, Conn., peewee hockey team.
And in 1973, she adds, the team
made it to the state championships,
where it lost—in overtime.

It turns out that mild-mannered,

) 63-year-old Bob Fiske is—as Muller
puts it—*“grimly competitive” and a

bit of a sports freak. He sails, skis,

s law firm’s softball team.
1980, he ran the New York City
Marathon.
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11 tell you how competitive he
5,7 says John “Rusty” Wing, one of
:ight former assistant U.S. attor-
1eys who play tennis with Fiske reg-
tlarly. “If he couldn’t get the ball
vith his normal right hand, he
switches the racket to his left hand.”

“He’s by far the senior member of
he group,” says Alan Levine, now a
wartner at a New York law firm. “He
loes not wear down first.”

\ccidental Celebrity

‘West Little Rock is a high-rent
wsiness district, a suburban settle-
nent about a 20-minute shot along
he Wilbur Mills Freeway from fal-
ering downtown Little Rock. It
night seem an odd location for the
pecial counsel to base his opera-
ions—a bit of a haul from the coun-
y-offices that hold some of the rec-
rds that may contain the secrets of
Vhitewater. But this building al-
eady was crammed with feds: the
BI, the Drug Enforcement Agency
@ the Customs Service.

-1t may be pricey, but you wouldn’t
all it elegant—a red-brick four-sto-
y affair with Muzak ia the lobby and
cherub fountain in the gloomy atri-
m. Tucked in the back of the build-
1g is a little lunch joint and bar

‘While other
awyers might have
wed the high life,
ypically he'd run
ut to the grocery
tore alone and buy
.chicken and bake
t and eat it by
imself.”

—Carey Dunne,
former law partner

here Fiske and his troops some-
Tes grab a sandwich. On a Monday
ternoon, the Sports Page is empty
wept for a group of stockbrokers
1ocking back a few drinks.
They try to affect indifference to
'ske and the squadron of seven law-
118 and 25 FBI agents and financial
alysts that have just set up shop
:re. But waitress Deborah Mar-
il has seen some of them sidle up
-Fiske. “People approach him—
hen you get time off, you want to
» play some golf?” " she says.

L R
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Fiske has made a good impres-
sioin. One of the stockbrokers says
Fiske “reminds me of a kid's grand-
father that you see in the movies.”
Stockbroker Dan Lee has seen him
attlunch with his staff. “When
they’re talking, there’s a warmness,”
he’observes.

Perhaps most impressive to the
crowd at the Sports Page has been
the speed with which Fiske's office
space was whipped into shape. “We
hegrd on Thursday morning that this
space had been leased,” says Dan
Lee. “At noon that day, hammers
started. They worked 24 hours a
day, had three construction crews in
there. You have to understand—Lit-
tle- Rock is in a construction boom
right now. If you want to build a
house, you have to wait three
m(;mths. So they paid someone a lot.”

Frugal but Fun

Whatever the word from Little
Rdck, Fiske's colleagues at Davis,
Pdlk say he won't be sloppy with the
taxpayers’ money. They expect him
to.be much more frugal than Iran-
cantra prosecutor Lawrence
ngsh--who was Fiske's former law
partner at Davis, Polk and who tried
to.tap Fiske to serve as his deputy in
that investigation. That investigation
cost the government $36 million.
“Walsh would spend an extraordi-
nary amount of money on cases,” a

e

person for somebody . as power-
ful an intellect as he has.”

For a rich guy, his tennis buddies
like to gripe, Fiske rarely treats
when it’s time for drinks after a
match. “We joke about how he never
has any money with him,” Wing says.
But friends say Fiske isn’t really
cheap—just forgetful. “He’s very ab-
sent-minded,” Dunne says. “He’s al-
ways leaving his glasses places and
leaving his car keys and losing his
pen. He always has associates pick-
ing up after him.”

But even Fiske’s foibles are dis-
cussed with a sort of affectionate
pride. That's the tone in which one
of his younger partners complains
that Fiske's youthful tastes do not
extend to his sartorial habits. “He’s
got a hat I can't stand,” the partner
gripes. “It looks like an Irish golf
€ap, except it's made out of plastic.
When it comes to clothes, he hasn’t
moved since Dobie Gillis.” N

Fiske’s headgear hasn’t gone un-
noticed at the Justice Department.
“We are all looking forward to the
advent of warm weather,” spokes-
man Carl Stern says, “when Fiske
will stop wearing those chapeaus.”

Colleagues’ Admiration

In many ways, Fiske seems to
have led a charmed life. His father
was a lawyer, appointed by Dwight
Eisenhower to be assistant secretary

Davis, Polk partner says. “He would general of the North Atlantic Treaty
get 12 associates fon a case] and Organization. He grew up in Darien
they would grind and grind. . . . He playing hockey and lacrosse. Yale
would have four people research '52. Third in his class at the Univer-
something until they dropped. Bob Sity of Michigan law school,
wouldn’t do that.” From 1976 to *80, Fiske was the
Davis, Polk partner Carey Dunne €aptain of a loyal team of assistant
spent the better part of a year with U.S. attorneys who still gather annu-
Fiske in Miami on a trial and got a ally for an alumni dinner. The law-
close look at his thrifty habits, Yers who write the skits presented
“While other lawyers might have at these affairs are wracked for ma-
lived the high life, typically he'd run terial—“It’s a hard task to figure out
out to the grocery store alone and how to satirize Bob Fiske,” as class
buy a chicken and bake it and eat it clown Jed Rakoff puts it. Thomas
by himself,” Dunne says. “He is fru- Engel gave it a try with a poem
£2l, no doubt about it. He would con- Called “The Maven"—apologies to
stantly be running back and forth to Poe—in which Fiske declares, “As
the coin-operated laundry machines MY friends are all Aryan/ And settled
so he could save money.” into Darien/ I know only finest peer-

Not that Fiske was a complete 2g¢/ And no peasants out of steer- .

nerd. “The night that the trial was age.”
over, we went to dinner to blow off That’s about as personal as ijt
steam and ended up playing pool at 4 8ets—and the characterization isn't
am. in a nightclub,” Dunne says. ~ even quite right. “Bob has been to
Fiske “is somebody who acts sig- €very bar mitzvah and bat mitzvah
nificantly younger than he is, who as our children get to the appropri-
likes to deal with younger people,” 2te age,” Rakoff says. “He’s been to
says Elkin Abramowitz, another vet- at lgast‘ 50. He still can’t pronounce
eran of the U.S. attormey's office. basic Yiddish words. He'll say ‘kuh-
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would do—eating in our kinds of the US attorney’s office remember
restaurants. He's a very accessible how he'd come in on Saturdays and
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pad around the office in his socks.
On weekdays, Fiske would arrive
early and host a “breakfast club” of -
stalwart assistants who would show

up for coffee and doughnuts in his
conference room. “He was very in-
terested in everything that was go-
ing on,” remembers Angus Macbeth.
“If you got a good ruling or a bad rul-
ing, he was likely to be on the phone
with you 15 minutes later, congratu-
iating or commiserating.”

When Fiske returned to private
practice, he remained something of a
ero to young assistant U.S. attor-
1eys. He successfully defended Bab-
sock & Wilcox, the manufacturer of
‘he nuclear reactors at Three Mile
sland. Bruce Baird, who was a
Joung prosecutor then, says many of
1s colleagues tried to slip into the
sourtroom to watch Fiske work. “It
vas such a primer in how to try a
:ase,” Baird says. “He had a prosecu-
or’s style, not flamtoyant and show-
nanlike. He is always particularly
vell prepared, which was apparent
n Three Mile Island because it was
nind-numbingly complex. ... He's
0t a great orator, not a great
peaker, but he can stand up in a
ourtroom and sound like someone
2€ jurors can relate to.”

Even Fiske's adversaries are ad-
1ring. When Fiske was U.S. attor-
ey, Paul Goldberger defended a cli-

nt indicted as part of the case
gainst drug lord Nicky Barnes.
Juring the entire eight weeks we
ere on trial—and it was one of
10se blood-and-guts cases—I never
«w him lose his balance,” he says. “1
aver saw him lose his cool. He’s a
ce person. If you lived next door to
€ guy, you'd be friends. . . . You'd
an over the fence and you'd BS
ith him.”

ne Small Controversy

In his exceptional career, Fiske
s suffered a few setbacks and em-
rrassments. One of his biggest dis-

appointments came in 1989, after he
was nominated for the number-two
spot in-the Justice Department by
then-Attorney General Richard
Thornburgh. Despite Fiske’s record,
a bloc of conservatives oppased him.
It was an attack that Fiske's col-
leagues still regard as one of the
more inexplicable paroxysms of par-
tisan politics.

Fiske’s crime was that he had
served as head of the American Bar
Association’s standing committee on
the federal judiciary. The commit-
tee, which rated nominees for feder-
al judgeships, routinely consulted
some outside groups about their
views. Among those was the Alli-
ance for Justice, a Washington-based
civil rights group.

The conservative Washington Le-
gal Foundation complained. “He
leaked the names so liberal groups
could do a hatchet job on good con-
servatives,” WLF Executive Legal
Director Paul Kamenar said at the
time. The fact that Fiske’s commit-
tee had given good ratings to some
conservative nominees did not di-
minish the fervor of his opponents.
They also held him responsible for
the defeat of Robert Bork’s nomina-
tion to the Supreme Court, even
though Fiske was no longer chair-
man of the ABA committee when it
split on Bork’s rating—and even
though Fiske personally supported
Bork.

As part of the effort to discredit
Fiske, conservatives charged that he
had once given a $1,000 campaign
contribution to an old friend, Demo-
crat William Gray, when he ran un-
successfully for a Vermont Senate
seat in 1988. They also called atten-
tion to a 1985 U.S. Tax Court deci-
sion that found Fiske had failed to
pay $14,000 in taxes stemming—in-
terestingly enough—from a 1986
land deal. The Fiske family had long
owned a share in a Catskill moun-
tains fishing club. Fiske and the oth-
€r owners transferred the land to a
nonprofit nature conservancy—but
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the court determined that Fiske had
underestimated the land’s value---
The Bush administration eventu-
ally caved and Fiske withdrew. his
name from consideration. “A lot of
people would have been vocally_;qg.l-
happy about the way they were
treated,” says Macbeth. “He took it
remarkably well. He just wasn't go-
ing to get into a squabble about it
So far, conservatives haven't
made a big issue of Fiske’s appoint-
ment as special counsel. While the
Wall Street Journal's editorial-page
writers called Fiske “a very curious
selection™—raising the specter of
Fiske’s service on the ABA judicial
review committee as well as-his
brief representation of Clark Clifford
in the BCCI matter—Justice De-
partment spokesman Stern says he's
heard no concerted objections. “I'm
under the impression that there’s a
great deal of admiration and respect
for Bob Fiske across the spectrum,”
he says. L

Getting His Hands Dirty‘f '

Fiske is far from finished with his
task, but Washington lawyers_ are
impressed with the way he began it.
“His going to Little Rock said an aw-
ful lot,” says a partner at one well-
regarded Washington firm. “A lot of
these guys don’t want to get their
hands dirty. This guy’s actually gone
down at great financial sacrifice and
he’s living in this town and trying to
get to the bottom of this. ... And
he’s certainly a $1.8 million man if
Bernie Nussbaum is.” (The real
number for Fiske is closer to $1.3
million, says a Davis, Polk source.)

Fiske has traded his seven figurés
for a salary of $107,000. He has tak-
€n an apartment in Little Rock,
where perhaps he bakes his own
chicken as he immerses himself jn
his mission down to the decimal
points, moving as fast as he can to
conclude an investigation that the
whole world is watching. Moving to-
ward a time when Bill Clinton and
his supporters finally may be able to
exhale, Or not.




jonspiracy Theorists Find
foster Case Hard to Resist
rumors Abound Despite Lack of Supporting Evidence

By Michael Isikoff
Washington Post Seaff Writer

Sherman Skolnick, self-styled “citizens” in-
estigator and conspiracy expert, once de-
oted his energies to uncovering the myster-
es of the Kennedy assassination and
Natergate. But these days, Skolnick is hard
t work unraveling a more recent conun-
irum: the death of deputy White House
-ounsel Vincent Foster.

Based on information he says he learned
from an unidentified Secret Service “consul- '
tant” with “underworld ties,” Skolnick claims
that Foster actually was murdered by a
three-man hit squad from Germany. “They
snuck Foster out of the lower level of the
White House, then they had a Foster double
feave his office and go somewhere else,” said
Skotnick, who links the death to an aborted
coup against Iraqi President Saddam Hussein
andtheﬁﬁngonglDirectorWilliamS.Ses-

“How is it acceptable that completely un-
substantiated rumors become the fodder for
legitimate news organizations?” said White
House press secretary Dee Dee Myers when
asked about the report. “Since when are we
in the position of having to prove a nega-
tive?”’

David Smick, a former top aide to Republi-
can presidential hopeful Jack Kemp, is co-
owner of the newsletter that published the
unsubstantiated story.

Then there is conservative political activ-
ist Floyd Brown. As chairman of Citizens
United, Brown has employed two full-time

investigators probing Foster’s death and cir-
culated his “findings” in regular faxes to

news organizations. i

Perhaps the most persistent of the Foster
stories suggests that, contrary to the official
findings of the U.S. Park Police, the White
House aide was murdered. This view gained
circulation in January when the New York
Post quoted George Gonzalez, a Fairfax

sions.

Skolnick’s theories may be wholly lacking
in supporting evidence. But he recently has
been airing them on 2 public access cable
television show in Chicago. He is one miore
volunteer in a burgeoning army of conspira-
cy theorists who are springing up around the
Foster case and confounding the Clinton
White House.

In recent weeks, the events surrounding
the July 20 suicide of President Clinton’s
boyhood friend have been the subject of a
seeming avalanche of speculative news re-
ports, rumors and gossip that is fast turning
Foster's death scene at Fort Marcy Park in
Northern Virginia into a 1990s version of
Dealy Plaza. One widely circulated theory
has Foster driven to suicide by news of an
imminent FBI raid in Little Rock, Ark.,
linked to the Whitewater affair. Another, ac-
tively being probed by Republican investiga-
tors, connects Foster's death with the un-
solved execution-style murder of a former
Clinton campaign security official in Little
Rock last September.

Yet a third theory, reported last week by a
financial newsletter, has Foster dying in a
Northern Virginia safe house used by senior
White House aides—a reportdthat caused
the stock market to plunge and pr
vehement White House denial. miﬂ B

County paramedic who was the first medical-
ly trained person to reach Foster's body.

Gonzalez said the scene was unlike other
suicides he had observed, describing how
Foster’s body was lying neatly on a gentle in-
cline with a .38-caliber revolver in one hand.
“Usually a suicide by gunshot is a mess,”
Gonzalez said. Yet Gonzalez said there was
only a “thin trickle of blood” in the corner of
Foster's mouth. He said Foster’s body was
laid out neatly “as if ready for a coffin.”

Gonzalez's observations quickly were
pounced upon by conspiracy buffs in part be-
cause the official park police report, includ-
ing the Fairfax County coroner’s autopsy,
never had been released by the Justice De-
partment. Now, the release has been blocked
pending further investigation by special
counsel Robert B. Fiske Jr. -

But federal law enforcement officials say
that some of Gonzalez's recollections are di-
rectly contradicted by police photographs
taken at the scene as well as a statement
filed that evening by park police investigator
John Rolla, who arrived about 20 minutes af-
ter Gonzalez.

Rolla, whose written observations are part
of the park police report, reported seeing
blood in Foster's nose and on his mouth,

TR Tl

graphs, one of which was shown by ABC on
its Friday night news program.
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Rolla also reported that “blood on the
ground and on his shirt was still wet"—a
finding consistent with the conclusion that
the death took place several hours earlier at
the park and not somewhere else.

Law enforcement officials said other fo-
rensic evidence in the park police report sup-
ports the suicide finding: the black powder
burns on Foster’s hand and mouth, the ab-
sence of defensive wounds and the position
of Foster's right hand, with his thumb
trapped in the trigger of an antique Colt re-
volver owned by his family.

“There's absolutely nothing to lead the po-
lice or the medical examiner to believe that
anything happened other than a suicide,” said
one federal law enforcement official who has
reviewed the evidence. “The guy was no
more killed in an apartment in Northern Vir-
ginia than there is a man in the moon.”

Fiske has pledged to conduct a “thorough
and complete” investigation of Foster's
death. In court papers filed in New York,
Fiske said he will retain outside forensic ex-
perts and pathologists and will ask Russell
Hardin Jr., a Houston homicide prosecutor,
to review the findings.

While comfortable with the suicide conclu-
sion, many federal law enforcement officials
said there are other unsettling aspects of the

Foster case that have already piqued the in-
terest of Fiske’s investigators.

Park police found ample reason to con-
clude that Foster was despondent about his
life in Washington and had sought the names
of psychiatrists. But their efforts to discover
if there were any particular work-related
concerns that caused him to take his life
were repeatedly blocked by White House
counsel Bernard Nussbaum. Nussbaum re-
cently resigned the counsel’s job, in part be-
cause of criticism over his handling of the
Foster suicide investigation.

invoking “executive privilege,” he refused
to permit park police investigators to enter
Foster's office the day after his death. The
next day, Nussbaum agreed to conduct his
own “search” in the presence of Justice De-
partment lawyers, FBI agents and park po-
lice investigators but retused to let them in-
spect any. of Foster’s papers, rapidly
identifying them in a way the investigators
found incomprehensible.

It was during this search—not, as some
have reported, during a late night visit to

Foster's office the night of his death—that
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“Nussbaim removed Whitewater-related «._.-
uments that later were transferred to Presi-
dent Clinton’s personal attorney, David Ken-
dall. Foster had been handling the
preparation of Whitewater’s overdue corpo-
rate tax returns.

Federal law enforcement officials say they
have no evidence that Foster was concerned
or worried about Whitewater, an issue that
at that point had largely sunk from public
view. But they say there are other reasons
to be concerned about the thoroughness of
the park police investigation: A torn-up, un-
dated note written by Foster suggesting his
Job despair was not turned over to the park
police until more than a week after his death,
and no finger or palm prints were ever iden-
tified.

The park police never reviewed entries in
Foster's office computer nor did they inter-
view potentially key witnesses, such as
Brantley Buck, the Rose Law Firm partner
who placed one of the last known phone calls
to Foster the morning of his death. Park po-
lice investigators established that Foster
tried to return the call but never got
through. He placed the call shortly before he
left his office at 1 p.m., the last time he was
seen alive, _

Later news reports revealed that Buck
was handling an internal law firm inquiry into
the billing practices of former partner Web-
ster L. Hubbell, Foster's close friend who
now serves as associate attorney general,

The park police also never interviewed
Clinton, who spoke to Foster for about 20
minutes by phone the night before Foster's
death. Clinton has never explained all the
matters the two discussed that evening.

Asked recently about the suicide on
°NN’s “Larry King Live,” Clinton said curt-
v: “I don’t think we know any more than in
he beginning because 1 just really don't be-
ieve there is any more to know. You know,
1€ left a note; he was profoundly depressed.”

FOIA # none (URTS 16306) Docld: 70105138 Page 96



PSR S

Clearly, having White House-
Little Rock connections in the cur-
rent political climate is no advan-
tage. T

“The problem is not that the
Rose Law Firm is being investi-
gated. The issue is that this is a
firm that absolutely flourished on
their reputation for political savvy.
It certainly doesn't look like there
was much savvy there,” says a top
Washington lawyer with political
experience.

Merrie Spaeth, a Dallas-based
communications consultant who
has counseled lawyers on improv-
ing their public image, says the
Rose firm faces problems “of
enormous magnitude” concerning
relationships with clients.

“The question you [as a client]
ask yourself is ‘What happened to
their judgment?” They may be
great for Little Rock, but they are
out of their league in the big city”

P
o

should the Rose firm pro-
v« 1(s Treputation for the duration
of the Whitewater-Madison inves-
tigation? A seasoned Washington
lawyer with experience in manag-
‘ing crises offers the following ad-
vice:

“Stick to your work. Don't do
anything underhanded. Don't de-
stroy any files, for heaven's sake.
Don't do anything that adds a ca-
boose to the existing scandal train.
...Work hard at representing your
clients”

Mr. McConnell agrees, to a
point. “The problem is that, to
some extent, [Rose] doesn't have
control over the situation any-
more. They have the ability to do
their work and respond as is ap-
propriate to inquiries. On the other
hand, there are stories coming
from all locations, founded or un-
founded, and that makes it a dif-
ficult environment for them to

N
deal in” 5

Without ... menting specifi-
cally on Rose, Harris Weinstein —
who successfully prosecuted the
government'’s 1992 S&lL-related
case against the New York firm
Kaye, Scholer — says it is vital for
a law firm to maintain collegiality
and internal trust among its part-
ners in the face of criminal inves-
tigations.

He doesn't think a public rela-
tions counteroffensive is possible.

“Lawyers are at an inherent dis-
advantage in defending them-

selves because of lawyer-client.

confidentiality" he says. “The in-
formation needed for a full public
defense just can't be revealed.”
Ms. Spaeth disagrees. She gives
the Rose firm low marks for
sounding “very defensive” in the
press and for being “way behind
the curve in understanding strate-

gic communication.”

Photo of Foster death scene on TV

FROM COMBINED DISPATCHES

ABC’s “World News Tonight”
telecast a photograph of former
White House Deputy Counsel
Vincent W. Foster Jr’s death
scene last night that it inter-
preted as supporting the official
;ebport that he killed himself July

The photograph shows Mr.

Foster’s right hand clutching the .

gun, with his thumb caught in the
trigger guard. Marks on the hand
were said to be powder burns.

Network reporters said they
had seen a complete set of photo-
graphs showing Mr. Foster's
body. ABC said the “grim and
graphic” photographs dispelled
rumors that there was little or no
blood at the scene. Only one color
photograph was shown.

ABC also said it had seen a
medical examiner's report in
which “the burns and other gun-
powder residue are listed as pri-
mary evidence that Foster shot
himself” Although the photo-
graph had not been shown pre-
viously, the details of the official
conclusions had been reported
previously by other news organi-
zations.

The broadcast followed an
unsubstantiated report Thurs-
day in a Washington financial
newsletter that government offi-
cials had privately concluded

ment in suburban Virginia and
his body was taken to Fort Marcy
Park, off the George Washington
Parkway, where it was found.

The White House em-
phatically denied the report,
which the newsletter credited to
a source in the office of Sen. Dan-
jel Patrick Moynihan, New York
Democrat. The senator's office
called the report “demented.”

Mr. Foster, 48, a close friend of
President and Hillary Clinton’s,
also was their personal lawyer.
Documents related to White-
water-Madison affairs were
taken from Mr. Foster’s office a
few hours after he died, but this
was not known until it was re-
ported by The Washington Times
on Dec. 20, and confirmed by the
White House later that day.

The pathologists’ findings,
contained in the U.S. Park Police
file, support the idea that Mr.
Foster died from a gunshot fired
at close range into his mouth that
made an exit through the back of
his head. Powder burns were
found on the soft tissue inside his
mouth. A mark on Mr. Foster's
index finger was determined to
have been made by its tightening
on the gun’s trigger.

Agents of the Bureau of Al-
cohol, Tobacco and Firearms
said they found gunpowder
traces on the gun discovered

the Park Police a report saying
their findings were “consistent”
with suicide. The New York Post
has quoted paramedics who
picked up the body as skeptical
of the official conclusion of sui-
cide.

Shortly after news accounts of
the suicide, a witness came for-
ward who said he saw a car with
Arkansas license tags and beside
it a light blue Honda sedan. A
man inside the Honda, “possibly
Hispanic,” gave him a menacing
look, the man said.

Soon after the suicide, White
House Counsel Bernard Nuss-
baum, citing executive privilege,
prevented Park Police and FBI

agents from searching MrFo%-

ter's office.

The Park Police file confirms
that Mr. Nussbaum, Clinton aide
Patsy Thomasson and Margaret
Williams, Mrs. Clinton's chief of
staff, entered Mr. Foster’s office
around 10 the night he died.

Mr. Nussbaum would not allow
Park Police and FBI investiga-
tors to examine MT. Foster’s per-
sonal papers and effects when
they went to the White House on
July 22. The agents were ordered
to sit in a hallway while staff of-
ficials went through the doc-
uments. The White House offi-
cials put several items ina box to
be delivered to Mr. Nussbaum's
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In the last second of life,
Vincent Foster placed a pistol
barrel deep in his mouth, grab-
bing the butt with both hands.
The White House lawyer was
seated on a grassy hill at a 45-
degree angle, a Civil War can-
non behind him. No one knows
what Foster was thinking, only
what he did next. He pulled the trig-
ger back with his right thumb.
The bullet escaped the top part of
. his head. He fell back dead, his arms
falling to his sides, his legs straighten-
ing out. The gun remained in his right
hand, stuck in the trigger guard. Lat-
er, after photographs were taken, an
: investigator would have to move the
. -~ dead man’s thumb just to free the pis-
[T is not the ranting of some conspiracy theorist. It is not! tol.

the rhetoric of some Clinton supporter. The U.S. Park Po- d;{‘: ‘i,';;’e,f;:‘%ﬁ?:b};,‘tgyF;g:t%f'ssj

&lice report on the death of Deputy White House Counsel Park Police, a unit that has suffered
ince Foster is a simple story from a police blotter. terribly from gossip and second-
It has been accepted by special Whitewater prosecutor Suessing. The FBLWas with them €v-
. . . . ery step of the way. There are no
obert Fiske. It has been accepted by his lead investigator, loose ends. - .
yrmer Manhattan prosecutor Ronald Lankler, although he F'I‘l:e first thigg the cops heard ajrt:r
on? 3 5 oster’s suicide was: coverup. e
n't saymg'as much. . body was discovered by a park main-
Most of what happened in Foyt Marcy Park on July 21 has tenance worker who had slipped into
smained secret. The Park Police report has only been re- the area for a quiet midday drink. He

. . 213 reported finding the body, but then
iewed once, by the Daily News. But we are now familiar made up a story about having seen a

ith its specific conclusions.rf:@v %i ators, who do not wish whj since recanted the
) be identified, have been i *&1 ﬁ@d‘.@ﬁmﬁ &@ﬂﬁhpﬁ@'&ﬁ%mﬁg?&@ﬁﬂgit was cre-
ort on their prob2 into one man’s desnerate act. ated to cover up his own behavior.
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e first cox; to arrive was a patrol

s

The s started taking pictures.

?‘: nsgm ;‘o:glshngl. Calling for They toux two sets before Foster was
;tedp'to -l 0 lceT:‘nvesugatgrs moved. The first set was taken with a still missing. It is about an inchand a

up. e first thing 35.mm. camera. The shots are overex- half wide and from the bottom, right-
posed. You can see the hand and the hand part of the paper. It is not a part
gun, but it is not easy. The second set of the main content. It couldbe a date,
was Polaroids. They all came out, on jpvestigators believe. The Park Po-
the spot. The scene is very simple. jice, and FBI investigators, still aren't
There is a body, legs out, on a hillside. gyre the Tioie is real. Who tears up a
Very little blood. You can see a pow- gote into 28 pieces, then throws it in
der burn from the cylinder blast on hijs briefcase for safekeeping?

v noticed, apparently, was Foster's
in the parking lot. Foster had left
_suit jacket behind in the car,
ite House credentials in the pock-
His wallet was also in the car, the
rs unlocked. No one at the scene
L ever heard of Vincent Foster.

ne investigator noticed the White
1se credentials, spotted the Arkan-

plates on the Toyota and decided, i

2rt Secret Service. This could be a

nd of the President.”

he principal forensic investigator,
e Simonello, inspected the body.
» erime scene belonged, mostly, to

L
here was only a little blood, Si-
aello wrote, on the front of Foster's
iy. The dead lawyer's right thumb
; stuck in the trigger guard. Simon-
) had to pry the pistol out of Fos-
s hand. He saw powder burns on
right hand. Ballistics tests later
firmed Simonello’s original belief
t Foster had been holding the bar-
with his right hand. The gun had
:n deep in Foster's mouth, Simon-
) realized, well behind his still-in-
t teeth. The medical examiner
nd obvious powder burns on Fos-
‘s palate and tongue.
lo one heard the shots, investiga-
s determified, because Foster'’s
1d served as a kind of grisly gun si-
cer. There was no indentation of
¢+ kind on the index finger. His
1y, despite what you read, was nev-
moved by anyone.
n death, Vincent Foster was discov-
«d lying oddly straight. To onlook-
, Foster looked to be asleep. Pro-
sionals could see more.
fost of Foster's blood had come out |
» back of his head though an exit,
und. The bullet, which exited
ough the top of the sitting lawyer’s
ad, could not be found. It was shot
'm the top of the knotl, cannonlike.
e Park Police brought in metal de-
stors but never found the slug.
The blood wasn't obvious to para-
:dics. It had flowed down the back
Foster's shirt and then down the
1 into his pants.

That meant Vince Foster died
at on the hill where he was sitting,”
d one investigator.

*he body had not been moved from
resting place 20 feet in front of the
wnon. It wasn't moved until after 8
1., at least three hours after the
yoting. Blood lividity is curious. In
ad bodies, pools form. The pools
anot be disturbed by movement
thout showing signs. There were
ne.

The soles of Foster's shoes, police
ticed, were unmarked. As they
ould have been, it was determined.
ster’s shoes told investigators he
id walked from the parking lot
rough an open field.

Foster's right hand.

———

There is 0.  kall triangle-shaped

piece of the so-called suicide note

The briefcase in which a White

The clothes were all bagged by the House assistant claims she later

Park Police and preserved. If for
some reason they need to be looked
at, say to find imagined carpet fibers
from an equally imagined safehouse,

found the note on July 26 had been
previously inspected for notes by
Markland in Foster's office on July 21.

You are asked to believe that Mark-

they can be vacuumed and searched. land, who was jooking for a note,

Moronic things were done later.
Bernard Nussbaum, the President's
lawyer, did many. The Park Police
were assured on the first day that Fos-
ter's office would be sealed. But when
six investigators showed up to inspect
it the next day (two FB] agents, two
Justice Department [awyers and two
Park Police cops), Nussbaum refused
to let them in. The office hadn't been
sealed by Secret Service. The investi-
gators were told to sit in chairs, backs
to the walls, 15 feet from Foster's
desk. Documents were displayed by
Nussbaum. “No one knew or cared
about Whitewater then,” said one in-
vestigator. “We had a suicide to inves-
tigate. We could have been sittingon a
case of Whitewater documents and
wouldn't have cared or noticed.”

NussBAuM'S Ire

One FBI agent stood up to stretch
while in Foster's office. Nussbaum
yelled angrily, accusing him of trying

to peek at Foster's papers. Nussbaum
said repeatedly, “We can’t show you
this, this is personal.” The cops, a
Park Police investigator and captain,
were furious. Personal notes, espe-
cially in a suicide case, are important.

“Why can't you just handle this as a
normal case?” Nussbaum asked at
one point. .

“Because this isn't a normal case,”
said chief investigator from the park
police, Peter Markland.

“Why not?” Nussbaum said.

“Because if this was a normal case
T'd have all of the dead guy's files in
thgdback seat of my car,” Markland
said.

No one can say why Foster killed
himse!f. Only that he did. The co-
verup, if there was one, started with
Nussbaum. The President’s lawyer
acted like someone with a client who
had something to hide. “I thought they
all should have been arrested for ob-
struction of justice,” said one investi-
gator familiar with the suicide inves-
tigation.

There is one more mystery to deci-
pher.

didn't see 28 pieces of bright yellow

aper in Foster's own briefcase.

There is also the note itself. Yes, the
folded and torn note was written by
Foster. The Park Police handwriting
expert, Sgt. Lochart, is sure of that,

But it doesn't sound suicidal, neces-
sarily. This could just be the musings
of a desperate man turned into a sui-
cide note by someone working for.
Nussbaum. It's not like the author can
come back to say,“That’s not what 1
mean.” The note isn't dated by either
Foster or the people who analyzed it
for the Park Police. .

Foster did, however, write some-
thing nasty about the FBI. He called

them liars. The Park Police, when

they saw this, believed the dead man's

charge interesting. The FB] was in-

vestigating the case wi em from

the first day. But just to be safe, the

federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco

and Firearms was asked to inspect
Foster's suicide weapon. This was

done to keep the FBI away. Handwrit-

ing analysis was gone by the Park Po-
lice for the same reason. If the guy
who killed himself hates the FBI, why
give them his gun and note nalyze
two months later? The Park Police
have met Nussbaum. They have seen
the White House in action. Why
should they create the opportunity for
new problems? This was alert, inves-
tigative thinking by the U.S. Park Po-,
lice.
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Tabs Tangle Over Foster Death

By EricH EicHMAN

The producers of *The Paper™ couldn't
ave timed it better. Just as their movie
bout a scrappy big-city tabloid was open-
1g last week, two rival tabs in New York
ity went to war. The subject? The myste-
ious circumstances surrounding the
eath last July of Deputy White House
‘ounsel Vincent Foster.”*‘Doubts Raised
wer Foster's *Suicide,” " the New York
‘ost had proclaimed in its opening salvo
wo months ago, inaugurating a series of
ncisive reports. **Case Closed,"” countered
he Daily News last week.

Who's right? We may never know. But
ve certainly won't be able to grapple with
ertain crucial facts until the Justice De-
artment deigns torelease the police report
f his death, something this newspaper has
»een calling for since last summer, when
ve filed our first Freedom of Information
\ct request. In the
neantime, the war of
he tabs proves that il
heold-fashioned artof '
nterprise journalism
sn't dead.

mouth and still hold the gun perfectly at
his side.” According to Mr. Gonzalez and
a law-enforcement official, the gun
showed no traces of blood.

The park maintenance worker who
found Mr. Foster's body had described a
heavy-set man in a van who had pulled
over and alerted him to the “dead body” in
the park. Mr. Ruddy wondered, under-
standably, **‘Who was the man in the white
utility van?”

All this prompted him to ask why the
FBI had been kept out of the investigation.

He was told by former FB] head William

Sessions (who admittedly has his own ax
to grind with the Clinton White House)
that a “‘power struggle” with Justice had
left the investigation in the hands of the

less experienced Park Police.
Who handled (or bungled) the investi-
gation became important when Mr.
Ruddy discovered, the

— R TSI =" day after his first arti-
% s DOUBTSRAISEDOVER
: ﬂSTER’__S ‘SU!GWE’%;

cle appeared, that the
Park Police had ruled
the Foster death a sui-
cide without running a
ballistics test on the

As in the early
stages of the Whitewa-
-er scandal-a matter
:hat touches on Mr.
Toster—the tabloids,
mlike most of the
astablishment press,
1ave shown a willing-
1ess to push hard on 2
roublesome questions  §

gun. The police asked
the federal Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco and
Fire-arms to do a test
only two days after the
official police ruling
was handed down, on
Aug. 10.

But nothing was

ind odd details. By
1sking tough and im-
portant questions a-
bout Mr. Foster’s apparent suicide, they
may eventually force out the truth.

For the benefit of readers outside New
vork, here’s what the two papers have
been reporting:

Christopher Ruddy of the Post led the
way, showing the enterprise to interview
the emergency personnel who viewed Mr.
Foster's body. In late January, Mr. Ruddy
was told by paramedic George Gonzalez
that there was something ‘‘strange’ about
the Foster death scene. Mr. Foster’s body
was neatly laid out, with gun in hand, and
there was surprisingly little blood (‘*a thin
trickle™ near his mouth}. One expert toid
Mr. Ruddy that in 30 years he had *‘never
seen someone shoot themselves in the
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yet conclusive: Even
the Park Police had
questions, as it turned
out. A Feb. 4 Washington Post report—

perhaps inspired by Mr. Ruddy’s hard-hit- .
ting articles the week before—confirmed

the ballistics-test delay, and revealed that
the ATF had been asked by the Park Po-
lice to look for powder residue on Mr. Fos-
ter's clothes as well, and to comment on
the possible position of the gun at the time
it was fired.

As it turned out, the ATF’s conclusions
were consistent with suicide, but the pro-
cedural confusion left Mr. Ruddy wonder-
ing about the integrity of the entire inves-
tigation. He was not alone in such mus-
ings. Special Counsel Robert Fiske has an-
nounced his intention to re-examine the
entire Foster episode. In short: What else
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was there to know? And why hds the offi-
cial report—including photographs, au-
topsy results, and pieces of a suicide
note—not been made public, to clear up the
mystery and end the speculation?

The answer to that question is still in-
complete, and the legal complexity sur-
rounding Mr. Fiske’s efforts may even add
to the delay. But in last Monday’s Daily
News, Mike McAlary managed to push the
story further toward openness.

Mr. McAlary got a chance to “review”
the Park Police report “‘once’ (it was made
available, we may presume, to counter the
Post’s stories), and talked to unnamed in-
vestigators. His conclusion: Vincent Fos-
ter’s death was ‘““a simple story from a po-
lice blotter~decid-
edly not something
that would confirm the

name of Mr. Fiske’s deputy, Roderick
Lankler. More important, Mr. Lankler
denied to the Post that he or Mr. Fiske
had reached any conclusions about the
Foster death. “Foster Suicide Probe Still
Wide Open” the Post trumpeted. That
lasted 24 hours—until the News’s next
salvo. “The Real News on Post
Mortem,” quipped the paper’s headline
writers on Thursday. On page two, they
dropped the news that the Park Police
confirmed that “the case is closed.”

But it isn’t, really. Despite Mr.
McAlary's heroic effort to refute Mr.
Ruddy, and despite the persuasiveness of
his account, tooc much remains hidden
about the entire Foster affair. After all, the

S Park Police report is
W,

are the Foster office

still locked away-as

“ranting of some con-
spiracy theorist,”” who-
ever that might be.
The chief forensic
investigator at the
death scene found lit-
tle biood on the front of
Mr. Foster’s body, but
there was plenty in the
back, where the bullet
had exited his skull.
Mr. Fester’s right
thumb was stuck in the

DAILYS ]V

papers. Mr. McAlary
presents a vivid ac-
count of the scene in
Mr. Foster’s office the
day after the suicide.
Furious FBI agents and
Park Police officials
were forced by Mr.
Nussbaum to sit 15 feet
away from Mr. Fos-
ter’s desk as he rum-
maged through papers,
saying repeatedly “We

trigger guard, Mr.
McAlary reported, ac-
counting for the gun’s still resting in his
hand when the body was discovered. Pow-
der burns were found on Mr. Foster’s
palate and tongue, and on his right hand.
The lack of disturbance to the dead man’s
“blood pools’ suggested, as one investiga-
tor said, that Mr. Foster *‘died right on the
hill where he was sitting.”

Allin all, Mr. McAlary concluded, there
was no mystery left to this part of the story.
Even the man in the white van turned out to
lead nowhere: He was the invention of the
park worker, who apparently embroidered
his account to cover up a midday respite.
Mr. McAlary triumphantly announced that
Mr. Fiske and his chief Foster investigator
had **accepted’” the conclusions of the Park
Police about Vincent Foster’s death.

The Post fired back on Wednesday in
an article by Thomas Ferraro. He cited
mistakes that Mr. McAlary had made:
the date of the suicide and the first
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can't show you this,
this is personal.”

That scene, of course, suggests the pos-
sibility that secret, politically sensitive,
truths lie behind Mr. Foster's actions.
Such a suggestion also emanates—rightly
or wrongly—from the “overlooked” ‘sui-
cide note that a White House aide found in
Mr. Foster's briefcase five days after the
Park Police had not seen it there. Mr.
McAlary interestingly” reports that, be-
cause Mr. Foster called the FBI liars in his
note, the Park Police had one of their own
sergeants do the handwriting analysis.

Obviously, until everything is made
public and properly explained, a cloud of
doubt will hover over the Foster affair. In
the meantime, we owe a debt of gratitude
to the aggressive and consequential fact-
finding missions of tough tabloid re-
porters. ’

Mr. Eichman is an assistant features ed-
itor on the Journal’s editorial page.
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5/9/40
2145922
Park Police To Conduct Inquiry ‘Routine' Probe Set On Foster's
Death. The Washington Post, July 27E 1993, FINAL Edition

By: Michael Isikoff, washington Post Staff wWriter
Section: A SECTION, p. a08

Story Type: News National
Line Count: 61 Word Count: 673

The Justice Department yesterday backed off its pledge to
conduct a full investigation into the death of White House senior
aide vincent Foster Jr., saying it was merely participating in a
low-level "inquiry" that was being run by the U.S. Park Police.

"There is no investigation being conducted by the Justice
Department," chief department spokesman Carl Stern said.
Because Park Police officials are convinced that Foster took
his own 1life, the department had no authority to launch such
a prebe, Stern said. “There's no suspicion that a crime
occurred," he said.

At the same time, a Park Police official minimized
that agency's inquiry, calling it a "routine" probe that was
primarily aimed at assuring investigators there was a general
explanation, such as depression, for Foster to have killed
himself. Asked if Park Police officials were seeking to
interview President Clinton, Hillary Rodham Clinton or Chief of
Staff Thomas F. "Mack" McLarty, all close personal friends
of Foster, police spokesman Major Robert Hines said that had
not been determined but added: "I don't think we have any
indication . . . that will be needed."

Stern's comments yesterday appear to conflict with
statements made by White House and Justice Department
officials last week and raise new questions about the extent
of the inquiries into his death. They also come after a series
of similar statements by President Clinton and other senior White
House officials, suggesting that Foster's death be viewed
as a personal tragedy unrelated to his job and that, as Clinton
said last week, "no one can ever know why this happened."

As deputy White House counsel and a former partner of Hillary
Clinton at the Rose law firm in Little Rock, Ark., Foster was
among a handful of White House aides considered the closest to
the president. A 48-year-old father of three with no known
history of mental illness or erratic behavior, Foster last
Tuesday left his White House office midday and was not seen
again until his body was found at Fort Marcy Park in McLean,
the apparent victim of a self-inflicted gunshot wound.
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Last Wednesday, white House communications director Mark
Gearan told reporters that at the request of White House counsel
Bernard Nussbaum, "the investigation (into Foster's death) will
be coordinated by the Department of Justice and the office
of the attorney general and her deputy, Phil Heymann."

The following day, department spokesman Dean St. Dennis
expanded on those comments, saying the Justice probe will seek
"to find out what the factors were-if it was a suicide-that led
to him killing himself."

Stern sought to minimize the apparent conflict yesterday,
suggesting that some of it may result from a semantical
confusion over the difference between an inquiry and "an
investigation" that is launched to solve a crime. He said
"there is certainly an interest in acquiring additional
information" about Foster's death. Heymann, who last week was
said to be coordinating the probe, was receiving “"regular
reports"” from the Park Police although he was not directing the
inquiry, he said.

But department officials familiar with the probe say
yesterday's clarifications reflected a far less intensive
inquiry than was suggested last week. A full Justice ’
investigation would involve use of the FBI, interviews with al
of Foster's contacts at the white House, including the president
and first lady as well as scrutiny of incoming and outgoing phone
calls, visitors and government matters that he was working on,
officials said.

Some of those steps may yet be undertaken by the pPark Police,
but an FBI official said yesterday the bureau was merely
"monitoring" the inquiry but not actively participating. Last
week, two FBI agents and two lawyers from the Justice
Department's criminal division participated in a search of
Foster's office while Nussbaum reviewed Foster's papers and
computer discs and removed material that was considered
privileged or personal. &

Those items were not independently reviewed by the Justice
lawyers who accepted Nussbaum's assurances that the search did
not discover "anything that shed light on why Foster committed
suicide," Stern said.

CAPTIONS: CARL STERN.
NAMED PERSONS: FOSTER, VINCENT, JR.; CLINTON, BILL; CLINTON,

HILLARY RODHAM ; MCLARTY, THOMAS F.; NUSSBAUM, BERNARD
ORGANIZATION NAME: JUSTICE DEPARTMENT; U.S. PARK POLICE

DESCRIPTORS: Suicide; U.S. president: Death and dying; Depression
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2146081
Foster Had List Of Psychiatrists, Search Discloses.
The Washington Post, July 28, 1993, FINAL Edition
By: Michael Isjkoff, Wasﬁin§f6n Post Staff writer
Sectlon: A SECTION, p. a08
Story Type: News National
Line Count: 26 Word Count: 294

White House officials searching the office of Vincent Foster Jr.
last week found a note indicating the 48-year-old deputy White
House counsel may have considered psychiatric help shortly
before he died July 20 in what investigators have
concluded was a suicide, federal officials said yesterday.

The officials said the note, containing the names of
Washington psychiatrists, was instrumental in convincing
Justice Department lawyers that a full-fledged investigation
into the circumstances surrounding Foster's death was
unwarranted. Foster was found dead of a gunshot wound to the head
in a Vvirginia park.

Administration officials contended the discovery of the list
tended to buttress accounts from Foster's friends that he
was suffering from depression before his death. But there
is no indication that Foster contacted the psychiatrists,
and officials acknowledge that discovery of the document has
not resolved many of the questions surrounding the incident.

Among the questions, officials said, was where Foster
got the 80-year-old revolver that he apparently used to shoot
himself and what he did@ for the five hours between the time he
was last seen at the white House and the discovery of his body.
The possibility that Foster met somebody at the park before the
shooting cannot be ruled out, one investigator said.

Meanwhile, white House officials, who had spoken
repeatedly of the "mystery" of the death, yesterday
acknowledged that President Clinton and others were concerned
that Foster was "down" in the days before his death.

Press secretary Dee Dee Myers said Clinton had called Foster
the night before he died to invite him to watch a movie at the
White House. Foster declined, and the two chatted for 20 minutes
or so. "I think he knew, as a number of people did, that Vince
was having a rough time," she said. NAMED PERSONS: FOSTER,
VINCENT, JR.; CLINTON, BILL -
ORGANIZATION NAME: JUSTICE DEPARTMENT
DESCRIPTORS: sSuicide; Psychiatrist, psychologist; Appointed
government officials; Depression
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2146240
Note Supports Idea That Foster Committed Suicide Torn Paper
Found Among Aide's Belongings.
The Washington Post, July 29, 1993, FINAL Edition
By: Ann Devroy, Michael Isikoff, Washington Post Staff writers
Section: A SECTION, p. alo0
Story Type: News National
Line Count: 72 Word Count: 797

An associate White House counsel packing belongings of the
late deputy counsel vincent Foster Jr. found a torn personal
note that adds further credence to the finding that Foster
committed suicide, White House officials said yesterday.

White House communications director Mark Gearan said
yesterday that the note, which was not addressed to anyone, "goes
to his state of mind" and is not inconsistent with the
preliminary finding of the U.S. Park Police that Foster shot
himself in a virginia park area last week.

Gearan declined to characterize the note as a suicide note
and said the White House would have more to say about it
today. Gearan did say the content of Foster's note ‘"concerned
his job" but did not reveal any problems in the counsel's
office that had been unknown.

Another source last night said the note "confirms that he
was troubled over some things" but stressed that Park Police
detectives have not had a chance to analyze its contents or
determine whether it is complete.

A Park Police detective was summoned Tuesday night to the
White House, where the torn pieces of paper were turned over
in an envelope by White House aides in the presence of counsel
Bernard Nussbaum and other senior officials, the source said.

After originally describing Foster's death as a shock that
mystified the White House and President Clinton, White House
officials over the past several days have-in the face of
revelations from friends and law enforcement officials-
acknowledged a far more depressed and unhappy Foster than they
first described.

Gearan insisted the White House had not intentionally
misstated its description of Foster, whose job as a senior
lawyer in the White House put him in an extremely sensitive
position. Instead, he said information now being pieced
tgggther is offering a clearer explanation of Foster's state of
mind.
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The White House on Tuesday confirmed a report in Newsweek
that Clinton had called Foster the night before Foster died of a
gunshot wound to invite him to the movies and to chat. Some
officials described that call as an effort by Clinton to cheer
Foster up and show support because the president had been told of
Foster's depression.

There was no immediate explanation last night why the note was
not found last Thursday when Nussbaum and other White House
aides searched Foster's office while Park Police detectives, FBI
agents and two Justice Department lawyers watched.

Sources familiar with the search say Park Police and FBI
investigators were not permitted independently to examine
documents while Nussbaum removed what he described as
Foster's privileged communications with the president and
personal papers.

At the time, Wwhite House and Justice Department officials
said they discovered no suicide note or any other document
that shed light on what might have driven Foster, a 48-year-
old father of three with no known history of mental illness or
erratic behavior, to take his life.

Gearan said last night the torn note-the existence of which
was first reported by CBS Radio-was found when an associate
counsel was packing Foster's personal belongings for his family
on Monday. The White House did not reveal the note until
yesterday, Gearan said, because it wanted to inform Foster's
family and police before commenting on it publicly.

Authorities also found in Foster's effects a note that
contained the names of psychiatrists, officials said
Tuesday. It was unclear whether Foster consulted any of them
for what associates had described earlier as depression and
distress over the failures of the counsel operation.

Although the counsel's office has been involved in
some widely publicized failures, including its handling of some
nominations and of the travel office imbroglio, criticism of
Foster had been negligible.

His friends, however, said he had an acute sense of
responsibility and of having failed the president, with whom
he had been friends since they were children in Hope, Ark.
Foster also was a former law partner of First Lady Hillary Rodham
Clinton and was considered a close friend and confidarnt of hers.

Gearan said the note "sheds light" on Foster's state of mind,
but Gearan refused to discuss in more detail its contents.
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Despite the White House's persistent statements suggesting
that Foster's death was a personal tragedy, investigators say
they have yet to resolve numerous unanswered questions that
linger over the case, including where Foster got +the 80-year-
0ld Army Colt revolver he apparently used to shoot himself.

A main reason for the delay, sources said, is that
investigators have so far been unable to interview Foster's
widow and family members, who remain in Arkansas, or close
friends such as Associate Attorney General Webster L. Hubbell.
They also have yet to receive records of Foster's phone calls in
the days and hours before his death and other information that
could shed light on activities that may have led him to take his
life, sources said.

NAMED PERSONS: FOSTER, VINCENT, JR.; NUSSBAUM, BERNARD; HUBBELL,

WEBSTER L. DESCRIPTORS: Appointed government officials; Suicide;
Depression . .
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Clinton Finds No Explanation To Aide's Death Probes Continuing
on Apparent Suicide. .
The Washington Post, July 23, 1993, FINAL Edition
By: Ann Devroy, washington Post staff Writer
Section: A SECTION, p. a04
Line Count: 65 word Count: 715
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one of the Golden BOYyS Lifelong Friend Had Been
Clinton's ‘Rock of Gibraltar'.
The wWashington Post, July 22, 1993, FINAL Edition
By: Ruth Marcus, washington Post Staff Writer
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Clintons Mystified By Aide's Death Staff Shaken' by Apparent
Suicide. The washington Post, July 22, 1993, FINAL Edition
By: Ruth Marcus, Ann Devroy, washington Post Staff Writers
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Line Count: 123 word Count: 1358

9/3/48
2145109
Striking at the Heart of the White House Death of Clinton
Friend Marks a New Low for Staff.
The Washington Post, July 22, 1933, FINAL Edition
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Clinton Aide vincent Foster Dies in an apparent Suicide.
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Clinton Friends Cited In Travel Staff Purge Report Says
First Lady Monitored Actions.
The Washington Post, July 03, 1993, FINAL Edition
By: Ann Devroy, Washington Post Staff Writer '
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Needs. The washington Post, July 27, 1993, FINAL Edition
By: Abigaill Trafford

Section: HEALTH, P. 206
Line Count: 72 word Count: 792

9/3/40
2145922
'ﬂ park Police To Conduct Inquiry ‘'Routine’ Probe Set On Foster's
{‘ : peath. The Washington Post, July 27, 1993, FINAL Edition
By: Michael Tsikoff, Washington Post staff writer
Section: A SECTION, p. 308
Line Count: 61 Word Count: 673

9/3/41
2145857
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A Death in washington.
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Friend Who Had Clinton's Ear and Heart Deputy White House Counsel
Eulogized and Buried at Home in Hope.
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By: Compiled from staff and wire reports by Michael Farguhar
Section: STYLE, p. 403 :
Line Count: 55 word Count: 612
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9/3/33
2146796
The Muse in the News I Confess-T.S. Eliot Matters More to
Me Than the Thomasons.
The Washington Post, August 01, 1993, FINAL Edition
By: David Von Drehle
Section: OUTLOOK, p. €05
Line Count: 76 Word Count: 844

9/3/34
2146657
The vincent Foster Briefings.
The Washington Post, August 01, 1993, FINAL Edition
Section: OP ED, p. c06
Line Count: 38 Word Count: 419

9/3/35

2146563
FBI Probes Handling of Foster Note White House staff Asked About
Delay. The washington Post, July 31, 1993, FINAL Edition
Section: A SECTION, p. all :
Line Count: 20 Word Count: 224

9/3/36
2146384
Handling of Foster Case Is Defended Wwhite House Offers
Explanation for 30-Hour Delay in Reporting Note.
The Washington Post, July 30, 1993, FINAL Edition
By: Ann Devroy, Michael Isikoff, Washington Post Staff Writers
Section: A SECTION, p. all
Line Count: 164 Word Count: 1811

9/3/37
2146240
Note Supports Idea That Foster Committed Suicide Torn Paper
Found Among Aide's Belongings.
The Washington Post, July 29, 1993, FINAL Edition
By: Ann Devroy, Michael Isikoff, wWashington Post Staff Writers
Section: A SECTION, p. algs
Line Count: 72 word Count: 797

9/3/38

2146081
Foster Had List Of Psychiatrists, Search Discloses.
The Washington Post, July 28, 1993, FINAL Editiocn
By: Michael Isikoff, Washington Post Staff wWriter
Section: A SECTION, p. ao08
Line Count: 26 Word Count: 294
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9/3/27
2148114
Editorial Riddles.
The Washington Post, August 11, 1993, FINAL Edition
By: Richard Harwood
Section: EDITORIAL, p. als
Line Count: 89 Word Count: 980

9/3/28
2148089
HEALTH CARE REFORM - Twin Epidemics: Suicide, Homicide.
The Washington Post, August 10, 1993, FINAL Edition
By: Abigail Trafford
Section: HEALTH, p. 206
Line Count: 74 word Count: 817

8/3/29
2147733
OMBUDSMAN -~ Public Obligations, Private Pain.
The Washington Post, August 08, 1993, FINAL Edition
By: Joann Byrd
Section: EDITORIAL, p. €06
Line Count: 65 wWord Count: 723

8/3/30
2147674
The Fog After Foster.
The Washington Post, August 08, 1993, FINAL Edition
By: MARY McGRORY
Section: OUTLOOK, p. cOl
Line Count: 69 Word Count: 767

89/3/31
2147225
vince Foster: Out of His Element.
The washington Post, August 05, 1993, FINAL Edition
By: Walter Pincus s
Section: EDITORIAL, p. a27
Line Count: 107 word Count: 1186

9/3/32
2146974
High Quality Work Can Mask Depression Spotting Signs
Could Save a Colleague's Life. ‘
The Washington Post, August 03, 1993, FINAL Edition
By: Boyce Rensberger, Washington Post Staff Writer
Section: A SECTION, p. a03
Line Count: 96 Woxrd Count: 1056
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9/3/21
2148844
The Crumbling Of a Pillar In wWashington Only Clinton Aide Foster
Knew What Drove Him to Fort Marcy.
The Washington Post, August 15, 1993, FINAL Edition
By: David Von Drehle, Washington Post Staff Writer
Section: A SECTION, p. a0l
Line Count: 442 word Count: 4859

9/3/22
2148835
Frenzy Over Foster.
The Washington Post, August 15, 1993, FINAL Edition
By: Jody Powell
Section: EDITORIAL, p. €07
Line Count: 89 word Count: 986

9/3/23
2148819
My Truth, Their Consequences On Vince Foster, Being a
Journalist, Ruining Lives and Regretting It.
The Washington Post, August 15, 1993, FINAL Edition
By: Robert H. Williams
Section: OUTLOOK, p. c05
Line Count: 135 Word Count: 1487

9/3/24
2148248
The Testimony of Vincent Foster.
The washington Post, August 12, 1993, FINAL Edition
Section: OP ED, p. az2é6
Line Count: 41 Word Count: 450

9/3/25

2148167

‘Here Ruining People Is Considered Sport'.
The Washington Post, August 11, 1993, FINAL Edition
By: Gustav Niebuhr, Washington Post Staff Writer
Section: A SECTION, p. a09
Line Count: 60  Word Count: 664

9/3/26
2148150
Foster Note Reveals An Anguished Aide Probe Concludes With
Finding of Suicide.
The Washington Post, August 11, 1993, FINAL Edition
By: Michael Isikoff, Dan Balz, Washington Post staff writers
Section: A SECTION, p. a0l
Line Count: 166 word Count: 1833
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Copyright 1994 The wWashington Post
The Washington Post

January 29, 1994, Saturday, Final Edition
SECTION: METRO; PAGE B2 '
ENGTH: 601 words
i{EADLINE: Doubts on Clinton Aide's Death Silenced
SERIES: Occasional
3YLINE: Robert O'Harrow Jr., Washington Post Staff Writer

BODY:

Two Fairfax County emergency workers who have questioned whether the death of
hite House aide Vincent Foster Jr. was a suicide have been asked by county
»fficials not to discuss their suspicions publicly, a fire department spokesman
;aid yesterday.

Paramedic George Gonzalez and emergency worker Kory Ashford, who were among
:he first people to see the body of the deputy chief counsel at Fort Marcy Park
.ast July, have told county officials that the scene seemed unusually tidy for a
sjuicide to have taken place there.

Gonzalez and Ashford said they thought it strange that Foster, who died from
1 gunshot wound to the head, had little blood on his clothing and was still
10lding a .38-caliber pistol in his right hand.

Gonzalez and Ashford said that in similar suicide cases they had seen, the
‘orce of the gunshot had caused the person to drop the weapon, a county source
;aid. The fact that Foster was stretched out neatly on his back also made the
mergency wgrkers wonder about the circumstances of his death, the county
jources said. )

Several forensic experts, however, said yesterday that the lack of blood on
foster and the position of his body were consistent with federal authorities!'
culing that the death was a suicide, even though such deaths often are more
jruesome.

"There's a lot of variability, depending on the gun and the type of
mmunition used," said Michael Baden, director of forensic science for the New
‘ork State Police. "The bullet wound in the mouth does not necessarily cause
lood to come out of the mouth."

Conzalez and Ashford have consistently described the scene of Foster's death
1s tidy, but only recently indicated their suspicions that his death might not
1ave been a suicide. After reports of their concerns appeared in the New York
‘ost, the workers scheduled a news conference yesterday to respond to a barrage
f media questions.

But Sgt. Steve Blount, a spokesman for the county's Fire and Rescue
Yepartment, said yesterday that Fairfax officials ruled out a "statement and
estion" sessjion because of the possibility that inquiries into Foster's
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The Washington Post, January 29, 1994

eath could become a part of a federal investigation into President Clinton's
des to a failed Arkansas savings and loan. Foster, who had been treated for
‘epression before his death, handled some of the Clintons' affairs in Arkansas,
ncluding their investment in the defunct whitewater Development Corp. :

Special counsel Robert B. Fiske Jr., who is investigating the Clintons' ties
o0 whitewater and the Madison Guaranty Savings & Loan, has said he will examine
he Foster suicide to determine whether there are any ties to his work on
thitewater Development. But Fiske has given no indication that he believes the
fficial finding of suicide should be reviewed.

U.S. Park Police officials said yesterday that there is “no doubt" that
‘oster committed suicide.

Maj. Robert Hines, the Park Police spokesman, said nc ballistic test was
rerformed on the antique 1913 revolver found in Foster's hand because a bullet
‘as never found. 4

But Hines said an examination performed by the federal Bureau of Alcohol,
‘obacco and Firearms, found that residue in the bullet chamber during a test
iring was identical to the residue in Foster's hand, indicating that Foster had
ired the gun.

The conclusion was further supported by the autopsy, which found gun residue
n Foster's palm.

The Park Police report on Foster was due to be publicly released, but sources
‘aid it is being delayed because of concerns that Fiske will want to review it.

Staff writer Michael Isikoff contributed to this report.
ANGUAGE: ENGLISH
OAD-DATE-MDC: January 28, 1994
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Copyright 1994 The Houston Chronicle Publishing Company
The Houston Chronicle

January 28, 1994, Friday, 3 STAR Edition
ECTION: A; National briefs; Pg. 14
ENGTH: 190 words
[EADLINE: National briefs
JYLINE: Houston Chronicle News Services
JATELINE: WASHINGTON

BODY:
Suicide questioned

WASHINGTON -- A report in the New York Post suggested Thursday
:he death of deputy White House counsel Vincent Foster might not

iave been a suicide.

Several Clinton administration officials said they had no
-eason to believe Foster's death was anything but a suicide, and
‘orensics experts were quick to criticize the newspaper's report.

The Post interviewed a paramedic, an emergency service
:echnician and unidentified homicide experts who found it unusual
:hat Foster's body and clothing had few bloodstains and that a g
.38-caliber revolver was still grasped in his hand. But Dr. Cyrilf"}%
Wecht, a forensic pathologist, said it was not unusual for a P
suicide victim to still be clutching a weapon. And such a wound __ ¢
night not cause much bleeding.

Special counsel Robert Fiske, who is investigating the ties
»f President and Hillary Rodham Clinton to a failed development, is
11so examining the circumstances surrounding Foster's death in
July. In the days afterward, White House officials removed files
‘rom his office relating to the Clintons' involvement in the
thitewater Development Corp

ANGUAGE: ENGLISH
SOAD-DATE-MDC: January 29, 1994
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The Associated Press

1e materials in the AP file were compiled by The Associated Press. These
aterials may not be republished without the express written consent of The

ssociated Press.

January 27, 1994, Thursday, AM cycle
SCTION: Washington Dateline

ENGTH: 635 words
EADLINE: Newspaper Report Raises Questions About Foster Death

YLINE: By RICHARD KEIL, Associated Press Writer
ATELINE: WASHINGTON

BODY:
A report in the New York Post suggested Thursday the death of deputy White

ouse counsel Vincent Foster might not have been a suicide.

Several Clinton administration officials said they had no reason to believe
oster's death was anything but a suicide, and forensics experts were quick to

riticize the newspaper's report.

The Post interviewed Fairfax County, Va., paramedic George Gonzalez, an
mergency service technician and unidentified homicide experts who found it

nusual that Foster's body and clothing had few bloodstains and that a
38-caliber revolver was still grasped in his hand.

The paper said these facts "raised the possibility that Foster may have been
-411ed elsewhere and that his body was dumped in the park.”

U.S. Park Police Majér Robert Hines, whose department investigated Foster's
leath last July, disputed the conclusion.

“We said then it was a suicide, and that's what it was," Hines said.

Attorney General Janet Reno, whose department coordinated the investigation
»f the death, said, "I have heard absoclutely no information at all that would

.ndicate that it is anything but a suicide.”

Special Counsel Robert Fiske, who is investigating the Clintons' ties to a
rajled financial development, is also examining the circumstances surrxrounding
soster's death. In the days afterward, white House officials removed files from
1is office relating to the Clintons®' involvement in the whitewater Development

Jorp.

White House press secretary Dee Dee Myers referred reporters to the Park
s0lice findings.

“The special counsel ... included that in the scope of his investigation,"
{yers said. "We'll cooperate with that investigation. Beyond that, I have
1othing to add."
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Forensic experts and pathologists were skeptical of the newspaper's
onclusions.

" pr. Cyril Wecht, a Pittsburgh forensic pathologist, said it was not unusual
or a suicide victim to still be clutching a weapon in his hand.

"You get in many of these instances, an instantaneous, spasmodic reflex,
hich is entirely involuntary, and the hand will clutch an object, in this case
gun," Wecht said. "Sometimes the muscles relax, and the gun falls away or is

urled aside. But often the fingers will tighten around the weapon.”

Foster's body was found face-up on an incline, with his head higher than his
‘eet, in a park near the Potomac River outside washington July 20.

Wecht, the first non-government pathologist to examine the autopsy files of
resident John F. Kennedy, also listed several reasons why there might have been

ittle blood showing.

In such a case., he said, "there may not be much blood externally" because it
411 flow into the victim's throat and stomach, Wecht said. "You don't die from
hat kind of a wound because you lose blood. You die because you have hit the
jtal centers of the brain that control breathing and heartbeat.”

Dr. Joy Carter, the District of Columbia's medical examiner, noted that the
rass underneath Foster's body might well have absorbed much, if not all, the
yJood that would have flowed from an exit wound.

vBefore you can talk about foul play, you would have to do an examination of
-he earth," Wecht added. "If there was an exit wound, and no blood on the

jround, then, yeah, maybe he was killed somewhere else."
Foster's autopsy results have not publicly been released.

Carter, who works in a city that recorded 468 murders in 1993, the vast
iajority of them from gunshot wounds, questioned whether emergency medical
sersonnel from a suburban Virginia county that recorded just 15 homicides last

rear are experienced in such gruesome matters.

I don't know if paramedics have the expertise to render an opinion here,"
she said. "In forensics, anything is possible, but it seems to me that there is

1 whole lot of second-guessing going on.*"
SANGUAGE: ENGLISH

~“OAD-DATE-MDC: January 27, 1994
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‘Tabloids
war over
death of
Foster

Rod Dreher

WASHINGTON TIMES

o

The investigation into the death
of White House Deputy Counsel
Vincent W. Foster Jr. has become
a battleground in New York City’s
never-ending tabloid war.

“Only in New York” joshed a
Manhattan-based political re-
porter who seemed amused and
repelled by the tabloids’ cheek.

On Monday, the New York Daily
News ran a cover story by colum-
nist Mike McAlary proclaiming
“Case Closed” in the Foster in-
quiry. According to the Daily
News, which cited anonymous “in-
vestigators,” Whitewater-Madison
special counsel Robert B. Fiske Jr.
has accepted the U.S. Park Police
report on the Foster death, which
called the shooting a suicide.

The Daily News report was a
thinly veiled attack on the New
York Post, which has been advanc-
ing the Foster story with breaking
reports raising questions about
the apparent suicide.

Today's edition of the Post re-
turns fire, purporting to discredit
the Daily News story by attribut-
ing-to the Fiske investigator re-
sponsible for examining the Fos-
ter case a denial of its Daily News
report’s central premise.

That investigator, former Man-
hattan prosecutor Roderick Lank-
ler, told The Washington Times
yesterday that, contrary to the
Daily News report, the Fiske team
had “not reached any conclusions”
about Mr. Foster's death.

The Post also points out several
glaring errors in the McAlary col-
umn, including its using the wrong
date for Mr. Foster’s death and
identifying Mr. Lankler's first
name as “Ronald.”

Despite the mistakes, Daily
News Editor Lou Colasuonno
stands by the story.

_ “There may be an editing error
in there, but basically the story i
solid” he said. “There's no doubt
that there are a lot of questions
about what the White House is up

R B

to, [but] there seems to be pretty
solid evidence that Foster killed
himself and did it in the park that
afternoon”

Despite Mr. Lankler's denial, the
Daily News editor offersnoretrac-
tions. “Many times in this busi-
ness, when names are named, peo-
ple will for the public record deny,
when we know in fact what really
happened,” he said.

And so it goes in the tit-for-tat
world of the New York tabloids,
where newspapers have to fight
for a dwindling readership with
whatever weapons they can find.

“The Post takes one position, the
Daily News, you can be sure,
comes back with another” said
Terry Galway, political reporter
for the New York Observer. “Any
politician in New York has to know
how to play the tabloids against
one another. That'’s all this is”

The Clinton administration
seems to understand this. Stung by
Post reporter Christopher Ruddy,
who has written several stories
raising questions about the Foster
deah, the administration or agen-
cies friendly to it appear to be
leaking to the Daily News informa-
tion supporting its view of the
case.

Mr. Galway praised Mr. Ruddy’s
reporting, but questioned the
Post's practice of putting quota-
tion marks around the word “sui-
cide™ in headlines over Foster-
related stories.

“I think that while you may call
into question some of the events of
that day, this is over-the-top skepti-
cism,” he said. “By putting the
.word suicide in quotation marks,
the Post makes it pretty clear what
they think happened”

Not so, said Post Managing Edi-
tor Marc Kalech, who denied a
Galway charge that Post owner
Rupert Murdoch, the conservative
media baron, likely ordered the
quotation marks.

For his part, Mr. Ruddy said how
Mr. Foster died is still a mystery to
him. “A lot of journalists are say-
ing this was definitely a suicide.
All I'm saying is there isn't much
evidence indicating that,” he said.

Some journalists also looking
into the Foster case believe Mr.
Ruddy is something of a loose can-
non. Others, perhaps remember-
ing how the mainstream media
missed the Whitewater story dur-
ing the 1992 campaign, value his
willingness to make risky judg-
ments.

“If he is a loose cannon, I don’t
think that’s ever a bad thing in a
reporter,” said Mr. Galway.

Mr. Ruddy accused the media of
not giving the Foster case enough

naton Cuies

DATE:
PAGE:

“I think they're more carefully
scrutinizing things because of us,”
he said. “And even if it’s proved a
suicide, it'll be a good thing”
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The 4

Richard Harwood

The Press
In Pursuit

Abstract scandals,

uneven inferest.

The Whitewater affair divides the country, It
s also dividing the American press. L

Columnist Robert Samuelson says, “The pur-
sorted scandal is so far a political vendetta
iraped in legal trappings. The trappings are
assential, because it is the mere possibility of
srongdoing that justifies the ongoing media at-
‘ention.”

Joe Klein of Newsweek speculates on the
sossibility that the Clintons will emerge from
heir present trials as innocent victims of press
wysteria. In that event, he asks, ‘Do we, the
dghteous guardians of the truth, admit that we
slew this all out of proportion—or do we contin-
1e to puff motes into dust storms in order to
ustify our investment? The Clintons have eamned
heir isolation. But they deserve a more sober
1earing than this lunatic caidron.”

“Here we go,” writes Washington Post col-
mnist Jonathan Yardley, “hurtling down the
-apids of Whitewater into a furious eddy of
xlitical opportunism and journalistic exhibition-
sm. The government of the United States will
zrind to a halt for a year or more, thank God, and
he high-octane newsfolk of the nation's capital
ill bore us all to tears with interminable recita-
jons of imaginary outrages, but who cares? It's
zoing to be one hell of a ride.”

Russell Baker of the New York Times satirizes

‘e media torrent and explains it: “The reason|
‘his rickety construction of innuendo and circum-

itance occupies the media so intensely is that
wesidents are central to the American need to be
antertained, . . . Whitewater is the best news in
Washington now that Barbra Streisand no longer
uests at the White House.”

From Harvard, Marvin Kalb, director of a
nedia program at the university, told The Post:
“There is a rushing to judgment that is unprofes-
sional and distasteful. The press is going to have
1lot to answer for when this is over.” -

The gulf between what these critics are saying
md what the press is doing reflects, among other
hings, confusion about our function in Amer
fe. The critics put forth an ethical view
ournalism in which we should not act as detec
ives, prosecutors or judges but should allow
system of justice and its institutions to deal
mnatters of innocence or guilt. There should be,
%alb said, no rush to judgment nor, as Klein put it,
10 “ridiculous hyperinflation” of small peccadilloes.

Jashin:

4

nton JPost

PAGE:
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That is essentially the posture taken by the
press during the Watergate scandal. It was first
seen—by me, among others—as a “two bit
break-in" and, with the exception of The Post and
a few isolated journalists, it was largely ignored
by the media. Nevertheless, justice ultimately
was served. A president was brought down and
others were punished, not by the press, as myth
has jt, but through the workings of the “sys-
tem™—the judiciary, the FB1, a special prosecu-
tor and Congress. 1 do not mean to equate
Watergate and Whitewater but merely to make
the point that with or without the press, justice
can and usually does prevail.

This is not the majoritarian operating premise
of the press. Underlying our approach to poten-
tial public scandals is a general distrust of the
“system.” We assume it can be manipulated by
presidents, that “coverups” are both possible and
likely from the White House down to city hall.
Thus, at the hint of any scandal, it is our duty to
dispatch investigative teams to dig out the truth
as archaeologists do, piece by piece until the
whole picture is revealed. In this process we
monitor the “system’s institutions of justice for
foot-dragging and coverup” and, as William Safire -
of the New York Times has said, “light fires”
under the investigators. :

That may have happened several times in the
Whitewater affair, The first story about the
Clintons’ involvement with Madison Savings &
Loan was written by Jeff Gerth and published in
the New York Times in March 1992. It had no
visible impact. Eight months later, however, the
federal agency responsible for cleaning up the
national “savings and loan mess"—the Resolution
Trust Corp.—recommended to the U.S, attorney
in Little Rock that a criminal investigation be
made of Madison and named the Clintons as

: possible beneficiaries of “diverted” : :
: m Did Gerth's story "6 ug" m%m the 1his affair finally comes to an end

In October 1993, with Clinton in the White . George Church, a columnist for Time maga-
House, the U.S. attorney in Little Rock, who had "€ Suggests that the real danger here is that
studied law with Clinton, refused the RTC re- the veracity and credibility of the Clintons could
quest for an investigation. The Post on Oct. 31 g somanigee thaneieywil be (ribieito.edacta

reported on this sxtuat.lon for the first time. Four heamf{fe?%e?ﬁ lts}zat?eth?:z;}clnmgedi-
. %g;st:}g&bgﬁ"m:e Att:mya m bility of the Clintons had been so impaired before
with Hill Clin'ton, — Sedpal u}nm!self from the Whitewater obsessed us that our exemgns now

. than justified.
case. On Nov. 9 a team from the Justice Depart. 27 O7C L1 .
ment was sent to Little Rock to launch the The Whitewater news as of mid-March—209

On March 3 of this year, The Post revealed
that the White House and supposedly neutral
Treasury Department officials had been confer-
ring about Whitewater and the progress of gov-
emment investigators. Was this story related to
the special counsel's issuance of subpoenas to
many White House and Treasury officials to
explain these meetings?

We will never be able to establish beyond any
doubt that the press has “lit fires” in the White-
water case or has played a “constructive” or
“destructive” role in the pursuit of justice. We will
never be able to prove beyond reasonable doubt
that the press will have had any effect at all when

the case of Iran-contra, public interest in these
abstract scandals is shallow and intermittent: OQur
affections for presidents vary almost by the hour
and the day. So there is no reason to believe that
whatever has been written or broadcast thus far
will have any lasting effect on Clinton’s place in
history or in the hear's of his countrymen. Ask
\ the ghost of Harry Truman.

Late in December, the Washington Times|
rev i i

Vincent Foster's White House office following hi
suicide and had been turned over to the presi
dent’s lawyer, David Kendall. Was ther
connection between this story and the su
quent appointment of a special prosecutor?
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In the last second of life,
Vincent Foster placed a pistol
barrel deep in his mouth, grab-
bing the butt with both hands.

The White House lawyer was
seated on a grassy hill at a 45-
degree angle, a Civil War can-

non behind him. No one knows

what Foster was thinking, only

what he did next. He pulled the trig-
ger back with his right thumb.

The bullet escaped the top part of
shis head. He fell back dead, his arms
“falling to his sides, his legs straighten-

ing out. The gun remained in his right
hand, stuck in the trigger guard. Lat-
er, after photographs were taken, an

X investigator would have to move the

. - dead man's thumb just to free the pis-

IT is not the ranting of some conspiracy theorist. It is not! tol.

the rhetoric of some Clinton supporter. The U.S. Park Po- d;&f ;‘;:%f;;.%?é?:b};‘ tgylig:t%'.ﬂss.

lice report on the death of Deputy White House Counsel Park Police, a unit that has suffered

Vince Foster is a simple story from a police blotter. terrﬂ?lz i;ft?mpgsossip ;{ntg tslfcond-
3 : guessing. e was wi em ev-
It has been accepted by special Whitewater prosecutor ery step of the way. There are no

Robert Fiske. It has been accepted by his lead investigator, 1o0se ends.

former Manhattan prosecutor Ronald Lankler, although he F’ﬂtle first thigg the cops heard a'i};r
1 , 3 oster's suicige was: coverup. e
1snt saymgyas much. . body was discovered by a park main-

Most of what happened in Fort Marcy Park on July 21 has tenance worker who had slipped into
remained secret. The Park Police report has only been re- the area for a quiet midday drink. He

viewed once, by the Daily News. But we are now familiar reported finding the body, but then
made up a story about having seen a

with its specific conclusions. Investigators, who do not wish yhite van. He has since recanted the

to be identified, have been iatgrviewad. (DRIFSI1 6BOEiRdak:: weérosrlstsrﬂ @ilt{g it was cre-
port on their prob2 into one man’s desperate act. ated to cover up his own behavior.

oate: 3/%/94
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The first cop to arrive was a patrol
flicer pamed JFornshill. Calling for
ackup, Park Police investigators
tarted to show up. The first thing
1ey noticed, apparently, was Foster’s
ar in the parking lot. Foster had left
is suit jacket behind in the car,
»’hitg House credentials in the pock-
t. His wallet was also in the car, the
oors unlocked. No one at the scene
ad ever hea;d of Vincent Foster.
‘One investigator noticed the White
ouse credentials, spotted the Arkan-

1s plates on the Toyota and decided, |

Alert Secret Service. This could be a

‘jend of the President.”

The principal forensic investigator,
ete Simonello, inspected the body.
he crime scene belonged, mostly, to
im.

There was only a little blood, Si-
ionello wrote, on the front of Foster's
ody. The dead lawyer’s right thumb
-as stuck in the trigger guard. Simon-
110 had to pry the pistol out of Fos-
ar's hand. He saw powder burns on
1e right hand. Ballistics tests later
onfirmed Simonello’s original belief
1at Foster had been holding the bar-
el with his right hand. The gun had
een deep in Foster’s mouth, Simon-
ilo realized, well behind his still-in-
act teeth. The medical examiner
sund obvious powder burns on Fos-
ar's palate and tongue.

No one heard the shots, investiga-
ors determitied, because Foster's
ead served as a kind of grisly gun si-
ancer. There was no indentation of
ny kind on the index finger. His
wody, despite what you read, was nev-
r moved by anyone.

In death, Vincent Foster was discov-
red lying oddly straight. To onlook-
rs, Foster looked to be asleep. Pro-
essionals could see more.

Most of Foster’s blood had come out
he back of his head though an exit|
vound. The bullet, which exited
hrough the top of the sitting lawyer’s
ead, could not be found. It was shot
rom the top of the knoll, cannonlike.
*he Park Police brought in metal de-
ectors but never found the slug.

The blood wasn’'t obvious to para-
nedics. It had flowed down the back
f Foster's shirt and then down the
1ill into his pants.

“That meant Vince Foster died
1ght on the hill where he was sitti ng,”
aid one investigator.

The body had not been moved from
s resting place 20 feet in front of the
annon. It wasn't moved untit after 8
.m., at least three hours after the
hooting. Blood lividity is curious. In
ead bodies, pools form. The pools
annot be disturbed by movement
vithout showing signs. There were
0ne.

The soles of Foster's shoes, police
1oticed, were unmarked. As they
;hould have been, it was determined.
Toster’s shoes told investigators he
1ad walked from the parking lot
hrough an open field.

RN, s
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Th. Jps started taking pictures. There is ¢ . imall triangle-shaped
They took two sets before Foster was piece of the so-called suicide note
moved. The first set was taken with a stjll missing. It is about an inch and a
35-mm. camera. The shots are overex- half wide and from the bottom, right-
posed. You can see the hand and the pand part of the paper. It is not a part
gun, but it is not easy. The second set of the main content. It could be a date,
was Polaroids. They all came out, on jpvestigators believe. The Park Po-
the spot. The scene is very simple. jice, and EBI investigators, still aren’t
There is a body, legs out, on a hillside. gyre the Tote is real. Who tears up a
Very little blood. You can see a pow- pote into 28 pieces, then throws it in
der burn from the cylinder blast on his briefcase for safekeeping?
Foster’s right hand. The briefcase in which a White

The clothes were all bagged by the House assistant claims she later

Park Police and preserved. If for found the note on July 26 had been
some reason they need to be looked
at, say to find imagined carpet fi
from an equally imagined safehouse,

previously inspected for notes by
bers Markland in Foster's office on July 21.

You are asked to believe that Mark-

they can be vacuumed and searched. land, who was looking for a note,

Moronic things were done later.
Bernard Nussbaum, the President’s
lawyer, did many. The Park Police
were assured on the first day that Fos-
ter’s office would be sealed. But when
six investigators showed up to inspect
it the next day (two FB] agents, two
Justice Department lawyers and two
Park Police cops), Nussbaum refused
to let them in. The office hadn’t been
sealed by Secret Service. The investi-
gators were told to sit in chairs, backs
to the walls, 15 feet from Foster's
desk. Documents were displayed by
Nassbaum. “No one knew or cared
about Whitewater then,” said one in-
vestigator. “We had a suicide to inves-
tigate. We could have been sittingon a
case of Whitewater documents and
wouldn't have cared or noticed.”

NussBaum's Ire

One FBI agent stood up to stretch
while in Foster's office. ‘Nussbaum
yelled angrily, accusing him of trying
to peek at Foster's papers. Nussbaum
said repeatedly, “We can’t show you
this, this is personal.” The cops, a
‘Park Police investigator and captain,
were furious. Personal notes, espe-
cially in a suicide case, are important.

“Why can’t you just handle this as a
normal case?” Nussbaum asked at
one point. .

“Because this isn't a normal case,”
said chief investigator from the park
police, Peter Markland.

“Why not?"” Nussbaum said.

“Because if this was a normal case
I'd have all of the dead guy’s files in
the back seat of my car,” Markland
said.

No one can say why Foster killed
himself. Only that he did. The co-
verup, if there was one, started with
Nussbaum. The President's lawyer
acted like someone with a client who
had something to hide. “I thought they
all should have been arrested for ob-
struction of justice,” said one investi-
gator familiar with the suicide inves-
tigation.

There is one more mystery to deci-
pher.

FOIA # none (URTS 16306) Docld

didn't see 28 pieces of bright yellow
paper in Foster’s own briefcase.
There is also the note itself. Yes, the
folded and torn note was written by
Foster. The Park Police handwriting
expert, Sgt. Lochart, is sure of that.

But it doesn't sound suicidal, neces-
sarily. This could just be the musings
of a desperate man turned into a sui-

cide note by someone working for

Nussbaum. It's not like the author can

come back to say,“That’s not what 1

mean.” The note isn't dated by eithey
Foster or the people who analyzed it

for the Park Police. .
Foster did, however, write some-
thing nasty about the FBIL He called

‘them liars. The Park Police, when

" " they saw this, believed the dead man’s

charge interesting. The FB] was in-
vestigating the case wi em from
the first day. But just to be safe, the
federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms was asked to inspect
Foster's suicide weapon. This was
done to keep the FBI away. Handwrit-
ing analysis was done by the Park Po-
lice for the same reason. If the guy
who killed himself hates the FBI, why
give them his gun and note (0 analyze
two months later? The Park Police
have met Nussbaum. They have seen
the White House in action. Why
¢ should they create the opportunity for
new problems? This was alert, inves-

tigative thinking by the U.S. Park Po-,

lice.
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Clearly, having White House-
Little Rock connections in the cur-
rent political climate is no advan-
tage. s

“The problem is not that the
Rose Law Firm is being investi-
gated. The issue is that this is a
firm that absolutely flourished on
their reputation for political savvy.
It certainly doesn’t look like there
was much savvy there,” says a top
Washington lawyer with political
experience.

Merrie Spaeth, a Dallas-based
communications consultant who
has counseled lawyers on improv-
ing their public image, says the
Rose firm faces problems “of
enormous magnitude” concerning
relationships with clients.

“The question you [as a client]
ask yourself is ‘What happened to
their judgment?” They may be
great for Little Rock, but they are
out of their Jeague in the big city”

e,

. How should the Rose firm pro-
w<Ct its reputation for the duration
of the Whitewater-Madison inves-
tigation? A seasoned Washington
lawyer with experience in manag-

"ing crises offers the following ad-

vice:

“Stick to your work. Don't do
anything underhanded. Don't de-
stroy any files, for heaven's sake.
Don't do anything that adds a ca-
boose to the existing scandal train.
...Work hard at representing your
clients”

Mr. McConnell agrees, to a
point. “The problem is that, to
some extent, [Rose] doesn’t have
control over the situation any-
more. They have the ability to do
their work and respond as is ap-
propriate to inquiries. On the other
hand, there are stories coming
from all locations, founded or un-
founded, and that makes it a dif-
ficult environment for them to

dealin” )

Without commenting specifi-
cally on Rose, Harris Weinstein —
who successfully prosecuted the
government’s 1992 S&L-related
case against the New York firm
Kaye, Scholer — says it is vital for
a law firm to maintain collegiality
and internal trust among its part-
ners in the face of criminal inves-
tigations.

He doesn't think a public rela-
tions counteroffensive is possible.

“Lawyers are at an inherent dis-

advantage in defending them- -
selves because of lawyer-client.

confidentiality,” he says. “The in-
formation needed for a full public
defense just can't be revealed.”

Ms. Spaeth disagrees. She gives
the Rose firm low marks for
sounding “very defensive” in the
press and for being “way behind
the curve in understanding strate-
gic communication.”

Photo of Foster death scene on TV

FROM COMBINED DISPATCHES

ABC’s “World News Tonight”
telecast a photograph of former
White House Deputy Counsel
Vincent W. Foster Jr’s death
scene last night that it inter-
preted as supporting the official
report that he killed himself July
20.

The photograph shows Mr.
Foster's right hand clutching the-
gun, with his thumb caughtin the
trigger guard. Marks on the hand
were said to be powder burns.

Network reporters said they
had seen a complete set of photo-
graphs showing Mr. Foster’s
body. ABC said the “grim and
graphic” photographs dispelled
rumors that there was little or no
blood at the scene. Only one color
photograph was shown.

ABC also said it had seen a
medical examiner’s report in
which “the burns and other gun-
powder residue are listed as pri-
mary evidence that Foster shot
himself” Although the phacto-
graph had not been shown pre-
viously, the details of the official
conclusions had been reported
previously by other news organi-
zations.

The broadcast followed an
unsubstantiated report Thurs-
day in a Washington financial
newsletter that government offi-
cials had privately concluded

ment in suburban Virginia and
his body was taken to Fort Marcy
Park, off the George Washington
Parkway, where it was found.

The White House em-
phatically denied the report,
which the newsletter credited to
a source in the office of Sen. Dan-
iel Patrick Moynihan, New York
Democrat. The senator’s office
called the report “demented.”

Mr. Foster, 48, a close friend of
President and Hillary Clinton’s,
also was their personal lawyer.
Documents related to White-
water-Madison affairs were
taken from Mr. Foster's office a
few hours after he died, but this
was not known until it was re-
ported by The Washington Times
on Dec. 20, and confirmed by the
White House later that day.

The pathologists’ findings,
contained in the U.S. Park Police
file, support the idea that Mr.
Foster died from a gunshot fired
at close range into his mouth that
made an exit through the back of
his head. Powder burns were
found on the soft tissue inside his
mouth. A mark on Mr. Foster's
index finger was determined to
have been made by its tightening
on the gun’s trigger.

Agents of the Bureau of Al-
cohol, Tobacco and Firearms
said the