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Times put to phone calls
before Foster office search

The Associated Pms:s E g

'WASHINGTON — As the Sen-

ate Whitewater Committee hud-
dled to discuss its next move, the
White House on Tuesday released
telephone records ‘detailing

Hillary Rodham Clinton’s calls in"

the hours beforée presidential
aides restricted the police search
of the late Vincent Foster’s office.

The records show that on the
morning of the July 22, 1993,
search, the first lady called her
close friend, Susan Thomases,
just one minute before Thomases
paged the White House’s chief
lawyer for. a discussion that
touched on concerns about access
to Foster’s documents.

£Clinton also talked twice to her
chief of staff, Margaret Williams
— once right before the call to
Thomases, the other time 20 min-
utes before the search of Foster’s
office began, the records show.

Senate investigators are trying
to determine whether Clinton,
Williams or Thomases, a New
York lawyer who is close to the
Clintons, played any role in re-
stricting police access to Foster’s
documents in the aftermath of his
suicide.

All three have denied trying to
influence the decision, which was
ultimately made by then-White
House counsel Bernard Nussbaum,

The records confirm testimony
at-Senate hearings this summer by
Williams and Thomases that they

. the records. -
‘The records show Williams

had : conversétiohs with Hillary.

Clinton in the hours and days after
Foster’s body was found in a sub-
urban Washington park.

;Police have twice ruled the
White House lawyer’s death. a sui-
cide. Foster was a former law
partner of Hillary Clinton’s in Ar-
kansas. & - o

:Senate investigators asked for
the phone records after the wit-
nesses could not recall specific
times. The witnesses volunteered

called Clinton at her mother’s Lit-
tle Rock home at 7:44 a.m. EDT an
July 22, 1993, in a seven-minute

in’ Washington at 7:57 am. and
talked for three minutes.

One minute after completing
that call, Thomases paged Nuss-
baum at the White House, previ-
ously released records showed.

Williams’ telephone records
also show she called Clinton back
later at 12:55 p.m. — just 20 min-

|

.call. Then Clinton called Thomases -

utes before Foster’s office was un-,

sealed and the search began.

Both Thomases and Nussbaum
testified that they talked at some
time that morning — before po-
lice were allowed in Foster’s of-
fice — and at one point discussed
concerns about access to Foster’s
documents. Nussbaum testified
that Thomases brought raised the
issue; she insisted it was Nuss-
baum.
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Foster investigation
awaits Starr’s review

BY KATHY KIELY
Democrat-Gazette Washington Bureau

" WASHINGTON — A congress-
man charged with re-examining
the evidence surrounding the
death of deputy White House
counsel Vincent Foster says no de-
cision will be made on whether to
hold House hearings until inde-
péndent counsel Kenneth Starr
completes a separate review.

Rep. Steven Schiff, a New
Mexico Republican whom House
Speaker Newt Gingrich assigned
tg look over the files earlier this
year, broke a long silence Tues-
ddy to announce that Gingrich
has decided to take his advice
and hold off any House investiga-
tion into the controversial Foster
lclgse to.allow Starr to complete

is

“No prosecutor,” said' Schiff,
who used to be one, “wants some-
one stomping around in the mld-
dle of his witnesses.”

“Once Starr has completed his
mvestlgatlon Schiff said, it’s still
possible House Republlcans will
décide to mount one of their own.

“Congress retains ifs preroga-
tive to look at this,” he said.

- That would make six federal in-
quiries into the July 1993 death of
Foster, a childhood friend of Pres-
ident Clinton.

2 Despite the findings of the U.S.
Park Police, independent counsel
Robert Fiske and two congression-
allcommittees — all of whom ruled
that Foster committed suicide — a

number of people remain-unper-
suaded.

“I'm not convinced,” Gingrich
said in August, shortly after asking -
Schiff to review the Foster files. |
Schiff said that during the course |
of his monthlong review, several of
his congressional colleagues. ap-
proached him to discuss their
doubts about the case. .

In addition, once it became
known that Gingrich had depu-
tized him to reopenh the Foster
files, “things came in through the
front door,” Schiff said. One New
Mexico constituent is forwarding
him articles from the Internet.

Schiff said he is forwarding all

- of this material to-Starr’s office.

Schiff said he sent Starr articles’
produced by the Western J oumal—
ism Center and Accuracy in Me-
dia. Both groups ‘are . heavily
bankrolled by Pittsburgh million-
aire Richard Mellon Scaife; a con-
servative Republicant’ whom De-
mocrats suspect of wanting to pro-
long the Foster investigation for
political reasons.

Schiff, who was selected to re-
view the Foster case because of
his nearly 15 years of experience
as a prosecutor in Albuquerque,
would not say whether he thinks
the House should reopen the in-
vestigation.

“I've seen enough death cases
that of course when I read through
this I formed my own opinion,” he
said. “But I'd rather reserve it at
this time.”
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Travel spotlight hits Thomason

Hollywood producer, a friend of Clinton’s, stars in hearing

BY TERRY LEMONS
Democrat-Gazette Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — Hollywood
producer . Harry Thomason’s
‘friendship with President Clinton
created conflicts of interest, con-
gressional Republicans said
Tuesday.

During a politically charged
House hearing, Republicans
questioned whether Thomason
had business interests that led
him to push for the firing of seven
White House travel office workers
in May 1993.

Republicans also contended

that Thomason, a Hampton na-

tive, talked to the president in
February 1993 about obtaining a
$499,000 contract for his business
partner to perform an audit of
federal aircraft.

“These guys are sharp,” Clin-
ton wrote on a memo about the
contract.

The memo, delivered to the
president by Thomason, was for-
warded to White House officials
for review. The memo was written
by Thomason’s business partner,
Darnell Martens.

The offer from TRM, an avia-
tion .consulting firm owned by
Thomason and Martens, was

‘mployees of the White House Travel Office (from left) Mo
faughan, Bob Van Eimeren, John McSweeney and Bamey
\rasseaux sit in the audience Tuesday on Capitol Hil during

FOIA # none (URTS 16370) Docld: 70105794 Page 4

abandoned in August 1993 after
the travel office firings.

“Harry: Put me in front of the
right person at the White House
and I will prove the value of ... the
project,” Martens told his partner
in the Feb. 11, 1993, memo that
Thomason gave the president.

The memo was stamped: “The
president has seen.”

Clinton scrawled the accompa-
nying note to aides on the memo.

The White House released the
memo late in the day after a hear-
ing of the House Government Re-
form and Oversight Committee.

See HEARING, Page 9A

Assoclated Press |

the House Committee on Govemment Reform and Oversight i
_hearing on their firing. They were reinstated after an intemal
White House review found their firings were unfair.

f
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» Continued from Page 1A

fark Fabiani, an associate White
Iouse. counsel, said committee

nembers had a chance to review

he memo. Republicans, however,
ipparently were unaware of the

nemo and never brought it up dur-

ng Tuesday's hearing.

“It seems we have moved from
small business set-asides to
relebrity set-asides,” Rep. Tom
Javis, R-Va,, said of Clinton’s deal-
ngs with Thomason.

- White House officials said they
jave turned over thousands of
sages of documents to the commit-
ee. Rep. William Clinger, R-Pa.,
ievoted much of the eight-hour
nearing to questions about Thoma-
son’s role in the early days of the
Clinton administration.

“The White House and Mr.
I‘homason disregarded inherent
conflicts,” said Clinger, the com-
mittee chalrman

Clinger hinted that Thomason,
who produces television programs
with his wife, Linda Bloodworth
Thomason, might be asked to testify
at a future hearing.

Robert Bennett, Harry Thoma-
son’s attorney, said the review
amounted fo a “witch hunt” aimed
“at” embarrassmg his client rand

Cllnton -He dlsputed suggestions «-

that Thomason’s advisory role to
the president represented an at-
tempt to make money.

““To suggest that he was motivat-
ed by a desire to obtain business
from the travel office mess is pre-
posterous,” Bennett said.

Bennett and Democratic mem-
bers of the committee accused the
GOP of ignoring questlons about fi-
nancial problems in the travel of-
fice during the Reagan and Bush
administrations.

Rep. Henry Waxman, D-Calif,
said the Clinton administration

was simply “too eager to clean up
the travel office.”

The dismissals occurred after
Clinton aides'claimed they had dis-
covered signs of corruption in the
office, which handles travel
arrangements for the White House
press corps.

Charges eventually were filed
against Billy Dale, the travel of-
fice's former director. Dale goes on
trial Thursday on charges that he
embezzled $68,000 from office ac-
counts from 1988-91.

Democrats said the timing of

Tuesday’s hearing endangered the .

government’s case against Dale.

Republicans also questioned
the role played by Catherine Cor-
nelius, Clinton’s third cousin from
Texas who hoped to run the trave!
office. Clinger said Thomason and
Cornelius were the “primary
sources of the rumors” of financial
impropriety in the office.

Clinger said the firings repre-
sented a “case study in the abuse of
power by those with political ac-
cess.”

- A report from the General. Ac-
counting Office, the investigative
arm of Congress, said Martens in-
quired with White House officials
about “how to bid” for White
House press charters: Dale said the
air charters were not avallable for
blddmg . R &

legal or improper,” Bennett said.
“‘He was not a government employee,
and therefore the conflict-of-interest
provisions did not apply to him.”
Clinger said Thomason met with
Clinton in February 1993 to discuss
the possibility of obtaining a sepa-
rate General Services Administra-

tion contract for Martens. The con-
tract would have involved an audit -

of the “entire federal civilian alr-
craft fleet,” Clinger said.

At least ‘one - memo from
Martens was given by Thomason to
“the presxdent Additional memos

pate: f0/5/T7S
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were sent to other high-ranking
Whité House aides, including
Arkansans Thomas F. “Mack”
McLarty and Bruce Lindsey.:
McLarty was the White House chief

 of staff at the time.

White House officials have de-
nied giving Thomason or Martens
special treatment. They said re-
quests were routed through normal
channels. General Services Admin- |
istration officials never took action |
on the request for an audit. =~ |

“While the White House claims it |
pulled the plug on this scheme late
in the $ummer of .1993, one has to
wonder whether this occurred be-
cause ongoing investigations threat-
ened to expose it,” Clinger said. '

He said questions about the con-
tract merit further review.

Democrats countered that a con-
flict of interest existed for the for-
mer chief investigator for commit-
tee Republicans. Phil Larsen, who -
oversaw the GOP review of the
travel office, served in the Reagan
and Bush administrations.

Democrats said Larsen’s White
House responsibilities may have
involved the travel office. Larsen'’s
motivation for investigating the
case might have been his friend-
ship with Dale, commlttee Democ- -

rats said.

# The Assoczated Press contnbuted

X "to thzs article. i
«~“Thomason did nothing wrong, ll-'.‘
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Search
renewed
for Foster

bullet

FBI team closes
Fort Marcy Park

By Jim Keary

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

More than two years after the
death of Vincent W. Foster Jr., FBI
agents have sealed a Virginia park
to search for the bullet that killed
the deputy White House counsel.

Agents assigned to Whitewater
independent counsel Kenneth W,
Starr spent Tuesday at Fort Marcy
Park, where Mr. Foster’s body was
found July 20, 1993.

They conducted what appeared
to be line-of-sight tests at the
northern end of the park, near the
spot where Mr. Foster’s body was
found.

“They're looking for the bullet
that killed Foster,” said U.S. Park

Police Maj. Robert Hines. “It was -

the FBI looking for the bullet. Why
they're doing it now, 1 don't know”

Four orange plastic stakes
marked a plot of ground yesterday,
which were said to have been put
there by agents. It was not certain
whether they found what they
were looking for in this most re-
cent investigation into Mr. Foster’s
death, which police earlier said
was a suicide.

Fort Marcy Park, a wooded area
where a Civil War fort once stood
protecting Chain Bridge, just off
the George Washington Parkway,
was closed about 4 p.m. Tuesday as
the agents scoured an area near a
cannon. ’

Before they began theiprsearch,

202 514 8802 oIC

agents, without explanation, told
visitors to leave the park, a man
who was there at the time said.

The front gate remained closed
yesterday morning, and yellow po-
lice tape blocked the rear entrance
from Chain Bridge Road. By 1
p.m., however, the tape had been
removed and the front gate un-
locked.

Maj. Hines said FBI agents
talked to park police about the
search, but he wasn't sure whether

‘the agents were from the Washing-

ton Field Office or those detailed
to Mr. Starr's office. Other sources *
said the agents were from Mr.
Starr’s office.

FBI spokeswoman Susan Lloyd
referred calls about the search to
the independent counsel’s office.
She said Agent Dana Gillis, who
was at the park Monday evening
with four other agents and Park
Service archaeologist Bob Son-
derman, works for Mr. Starr.

“Special agent Dana Gillis was
detailed to the Whitewater inde-
pendent counsel office and has
been there for a couple of months,”
she said. 1 know he's been in a key
role throughout the Whitewater in-
vestigation.”

Mr. Sonderman said he was
called by the FBI because any dis-
turbance in a historic park re-
quires either a permit or a staff

archaeologist to be present. He
wouldn't say what the FBI was
looking for.

“It was all kind of mysterious to
me,” Mr. Sonderman said.

John Bates, deputy independent
counsel, would not comment on
the search, either. Debbie Gersh-
man, spokeswoman for Mr. Starr’s
office in Little Rock, also declined
comment.

Investigators have searched the
park before for the bullet and
found mainly relics from the Civil
War.

Although park police said he
died by his own hand, Mr. Foster’s
death remains an integral part of
the independent counsel’s inquiry
into the Whitewater real estate in-
vestments of President and Hil-
lary Clinton. He was a close friend
of the president’s and a partner of
the first lady’s at Little Rock's
Rose Law Firm. ,
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Mr. Foster was working on legal
matters for the Clintons at the time
of his death, including tax matters
for Whitewater Development

Corp., a northern Arkansas real
estate venture owned by the Clin-
tons and James B. McDougal,
owner of Madison Guaranty Sav-
ings and Loan Association.

‘The Whitewater venture and
Madison are the major targets of
the Starr investigation.

Earlier this year, Mr. Starr’s of-
fice hired Henry C. Lee, a noted
forensic scientist, to review the
death. His inquiry is continuing.

Mr. Lee, head of the Connecticut
State Police Crime Laboratory and
an expert witness in several note-
worthy trials, met prosecutors in
Washington to discuss the review.

Former Whitewater special
counsel Robert B. Fiske Jr, in a
June 30, 1994, report, said Mr. Fos-
ter died by his own hand at Fort
Marcy Park, where his body was
found.

At the time of his investigation,
which included seven FBI agents
and a panel of forensics experts,
Mr. Fiske concluded that Mr. Fos-
ter committed suicide “by firing a
bullet from a .38-caliber revolver
into his mouth.” He said evidence
“overwhelmingly” supported the
conclusion and “there is no evi-

-dence to the contrary”

Four forensics experts hired by
Mr. Fiske reviewed the findings, -
saying in a report the wound was
“self-inflicted, resulting from Fos-
ter placing the barrel of the gun
into his mouth and firing it" They
also determined Mr. Foster “shot
himself where he was found”

Others have since disputed the
suicide finding, noting that the
body was neatly arranged and that
no bullet was found in the soft
earth beneath Mr. Foster’s head,
dnd have suggested theories rang-
ing from a murder conspiracy to
speculation that Mr. Foster died
elsewhere and his body was
moved to the park.

e Jerry Seper contributed to this
story.
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Riding the perimeter

“Associated Press

With the Capitol in the background, a mounted National ton as President Clinton’s helicopter lifts off Wednesday
Park Service police officer monitors the Mall in Washing-  from the White House en route to Elkridge, Md.

e

Park where Foster -

|lay dead searched. = |

Democrat-Gazette Staff and Wire Services |

WASHINGTON — In the suicide
inquiry that refuses to go away, the
National Park Service briefly
sealed off the roadside park where .
Vincent Foster, a White House”
counsel, was found dead more thab,
two years ago.

The park service closed Fort’
Marcy Park, just outside the capital
in suburban Virginia, at 4 p.m.
Tuesday to permit FBI agents o
conduct a new search of the scene ’
where Foster’s body was found. The
park was reopened Wednesday
morning.

Washington FBI Agent Jim F;g'
ley said the search had been or-
dered by independent counsel Ken-"
neth Starr, who has been revisiting’.
Foster’s J uly 20, 1993, suicide .as™
part of his thtewater mvestlga-
tion.

“] am presuming that they a%e’
looking for a bullet,” said Major®
Robert Hines, spokesman for the
Park Police. “Why they're up there| ¥
looking for a bullet at this late
stage, I don’t know.” -

Ateam of four investigators, who
had suitcases filled with gear, were
at the park early Wednesday, work-
ing near a Civil War cannon where.
Foster was found shot to death.
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New
clash in
Foster
Inquiry
D’Amato’ pursuit
irks White House

By J. Jennings Moss
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

A search continued yesterday
for the bullet that killed Vinceht W,
Foster Jr, and a senior White
House official lashed out yester-
day at those who “continue to try
to spin conspiracy theories” about
tl_lg presidential counsel's 1993 sui-
cide.

White House Press Secretary
Michael McCurry responded to
new questions raised by Sen. Al-
fonse M. D'Amato about what ad-
ministration officials knew con-
cerning Mr. Foster's death and
when they knew it. Mr. McCurry's
remarks came as federal law en-
forcement officials spent a third
day looking for the bullet.

Mr. D’Amato, New York Repub-
lican, said in a statement there was
a “clear discrepancy” between an
affidavit from Helen Dickey, Chel-
sea Clinton's former nanny, and
statements from Arkansas state
trooper Roger Perry.

The inconsistency concerns the
time Mrs. Dickey called the Ar-

. kansas governor's mansion on July
20, 1993, the day Mr. Foster's body
‘was found at Fort Marcy Park.

Mrs. Dickey said in an affidavit
the White House provided to the
banking committee that she fouhd
out about the death after 10%.m.
and a short time later called the
mansion and spoke to Mr. Perry.

Mr. Perry, however, told the com-.

mittee that he heard about the
death in the early evening.

To resolve the matter, Mr.
D’Amato said the committee will
call in Mrs, Dickey and Mr. Perry

09:19 202 514 8802
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for depositions. “We will do so ina
fair, impartial and thoreugh man-
ner. We have an obligation to deter-
mine the truth’ Mr. D'Amato said.

“I believe you are going to find”
that Mr. Foster “did commit sui-
cide, but there are lots of ques-
_uons,'_‘Mr. D’'Amato said yesterday
In an interview with New York ra-
dio station WCBS.

. Mr. McCurry would not com-
ment directly on the latest search
of Fort Marcy Park, a wooded area
off the George Washington Park-
way, but he did speak out agginst
those on Capitol lgill who continue

toraise questions about Mr. Foster,
a childhood friend of President
Clinton’s who became deputy
White House counsel after the
1992 election.

The spokesman said the White
House “would be disappointed,
disappointed that people would not
respect the family of Vince Foster
and understand what is abun-
dantly clear at this point — and
that is that his suicide was a result
of factors that have been publicly
discussed by his widow and fully
reviewed by a variety of investiga-
tions and inquiries.”

Mr. McCurry was asked wheth-
er he was speaking about com-
ments made yesterday by Mr.

"D'Amato, the chairman of the Sen-
ate banking committee and one of .

Congress’ top watchdogs probing
the Whitewater affair. The White
House spokesman said, “You
would be right on the money”"

A spokeswoman for Mr.
D'Amato declined to comment.

But another lawmaker who has
been one of the sharpest critics of
the administration’s handling of
the Foster death, Sen. Lauch Fair-
cloth, said the administration is at
fault for the current questions sur-
rounding Mr. Foster's death.

“My sympathy goes out to Vince
Foster’s family, but they have only
the White House to blame for this
prolonged investigation, but not
those trying to get to the bottom of
the truth” said Mr. Faircloth,
North Carolina Republican.

Possible ties between Mr. Fos-
ter's death and the investigation
into Mr. Clinton’s involvement with
the Whitewater land deal in Ar-
kansas have long intrigued many.

Authorities found papers relat-
ing to Whitewater in Mr. Foster's
office. In handwritten notes, Mr.
Foster expressed concern about
how the Clintons should deal with
their taxes on the investment.

But a report by former White-
water prosecutor Robert Fiske
ruled that Mr. Foster's death had
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water connection because the
authorities looking for the bullet
reportedly are connected with
Whitewater independent counsel
Kenneth W. Starr,

The National Park Service said
the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion requested a permit to search
the site and an FB] spokeswoman
has identified one of the agents as
being assigned to Mr. Starr.

Mr. Faircloth yesterday said he
was *“‘encouraged™ tolearn that Mr.
Starr was continuing to probe the
Foster matter:

Inawritten statement, Mr. Fair-
cloth said there are “numerous in-

consistencies surrounding the
death of Vince Foster, the circum-
stances prior to his death and the.
bungled investigation that oc-
curred aftérwards”

“Mr. Starr must get to the bot-
tom of this very important issye”
the senator said. :

Even though Mr. Foster died
more than two years ago, the bullet
that killed him never has been
found. Why Mr Starr would be
searching for the bullet now is not
clear, although Mr. Starr has not
yet closed his investigation into the
Foster matter. )

Authorities began this week’s

search at Fort Marcy Park on
Tuesday. Asof 4 p.m. yesterday, po-
lice crime-scene tape blocked both
the George Washington Parkway
and Chain Bridge Road entrances
to Fort Marcy Park.

The park, where a Civil War fort
once stood protecting Chain
Bridge, is a secluded area.

A path disappears in the woods,
Three trees atop a hill to the right
of the entrance bear what appears
to be the original orange police
tape from two summers ago.

‘@ Dennis -O'Brien contributed 1o

this report.
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Foster facts

and ‘folklore’
haunt D.C.
2 years later

BY TERRY LEMONS
AND KATHY KIELY

Democrat-Gazette Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — More than
two years after Vincent Foster’s
death, the investigation seems
destined to continue.

Sen. Alfonse D’Amato signaled
Thursday that he intends to re-
solve lingering questions sur-
' rounding Foster’s suicide, one of
which involves a telephone call
made from the White House by
Chelsea Clinton’s former nanny.

“We're trying to separate fic-

tion and folklore from fact,” said
D’Amato, the New York Republi-
can who heads the Senate Special
Whitewater Committee.
"D’Amato’s renewed attention
comes as FBI agents continue to
comb the Virginia park where the
deputy White House counsel’s
body was found July 20, 1993.
Thursday marked the third day in
a row that they have searched for
the bullet that killed Foster, a
Hope native and close friend of
the first family.
Foster’s widow, Lisa, has asked
publicly that the questions end,

and the White House has said .

time and again that there is noth-
ing left to tell. But although sever-
al previous investigations have

See FOSTER, Page 10A

LITTLE ROCK, SEPTEMBER 15, 1995

Foster

¢ Continued from Page 1A
concluded Foster died of a self-
inflicted gunshot wound,
doubters continue to raise ques-
tions.

Thursday, President Clinton’s
press secretary, Mike McCurry,
expressed exasperation with

- “those that continue to try to spin

conspiracy theories.” Asked if he
was referring to D'Amato, McCur-
ry said: “You would be right on
the money, yes.”

D’Amato has previously shown
little interest in pursuing topics
directly involving Foster’s sui-
cide. But in a radio interview
aired Wednesday in New York, he
said there are “lots of questions”
to be asked.

When the interviewer suggest-
ed that one of the questions was
where Foster killed himself,
D'Amato, according to an Associ-
ated Press account of the ex-
change, answered, “Well, yeah.”

In an interview Thursday with
the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette,
D’Amato said he still believes
that Foster took his own life. But
he hopes a Senate inquiry can
settle the unresolved issues in-
volving the case.

As one step, he said his com-
mittee will subpoena Helen Dick-
ey, who served as Chelsea’s nanny
at the Arkansas Governor’s Man-
sion before taking a job in the
White House social office. He
wants to ask her about a tele-
phone call she made from the
White House to the mansion on
the night of Foster’s death.

British newspaper stories have
quoted Arkansas State Trooper
Roger Perry as saying Dickey
called him around 6:15 p.m.,
about two hours before White
House aides said they learned of
Foster's death. Perry said Dickey
talked about Foster shooting him-
self in a White House parking lot,
according to the newspaper ac-
counts.

Perry, the trooper who later
said he helped arrange extramar-
ital trysts for Clinton when Clin-

. ton was governor, could not be

reached Thursday.

But Mark Fabiani, a White
House spokesman, said the tele-
phone call story is based on an
unfounded rumor.

“The Helen Dickey rumor has
been a staple of the radical con-
spiracy theorists well over a year
now,” Fabiani said. “It's been
spread over the Internet and the
British tabloids. It remains part of
the conspiracy industry.”

In a deposition released
Thursday by the White House,
Dickey said she called the Gover-
nor’'s Mansion because she “knew
many people still employved there
and wanted to make sure that
someone there was  informed
about Mr. Foster's death before it
was on the news.”

She said she made the call at
10 p.m. -— about 90 minutes after
White House :lidcs said  they
learned of Foster's death

he has
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about Foster’s death, but that
Senate investigators will continue
reviewing the case.

“There are many open ques-
tions and our job is to eliminate
as many as we possibly can,”
D’Amato said.

Meanwhile, House Republi-
cans are considering whether to
tackle the suicide question. At the
request of House Speaker Newt
Gingrich, Rep. Steve Schiff, a
New Mexico Republican and for-
mer district attorney, is reviewing
the reams of reports on Foster’s
death, apparently to see if further
formal inquiries are warranted.

And Whitewater independent
counsel Kenneth Starr’s investi-
gation of Foster's death may not |
be over even though Mark Tuo-
hey, who had headed it, resigned
from Starr's Washington staff a
week ago; it was Starr who dis-
patched the FBI agents to Fort
Marcy Park.

U.S. Park Police searched for
the bullet in the weeks after Fos-
ter’s death. And in the two years
since, the park has been combed
time and again by consplracy the-
orists,

The FBI lab recovered 12 bul-

but none had been fired from the
gun found in Foster’s hand, ac-
cording to a report by then-White-
water special counsel Robert
Fiske.

Both the Park Police and Fiske
concluded that Foster had died
by his own hand. Last week in The
New Yorker magazine, in her first
substantive interview since her
husband’s death, Lisa Foster de-
scribed her own investigation and
repeated her plea that the matter
be laid to rest.

Nevertheless, a handful of con-
servative newsletters and journals
continue to suggest that a conspira-
cy exists to cover up the actual cir-
cumstances of Foster’s death.

McCurry said Thursday that he
is “disappointed that people
would not respect the family of
Vince Foster and understand
what is abundantly clear at this
point, that his suicide was the re-
sult of factors that have now been
publicly discussed by his widow
and that ... have been fully re-
viewed in a variety of investiga-
tions and inquiries.”

But at Accuracy In Media, a
conservative watchdog group,
Reed Irvine was delighted by the
latest turn of events. “A lot of this
is coming together now,” said
Irvine, who has long maintained
that the mainstream press has
failed to pursue questions about
Foster's death.

Irvine, who has been investi-
gating some of those questions
himself, believes that his organi-
zation's work may have been what
prompled D’'Amato to look at the
Foster questions.

[rvine said D’Amato “wasn't
very well-informed™ when he de-
clared the Foster death off-limits
at the Whitewater hearings he
chaired last month. And that has
been rectified, Irvine said.

“He has some new informa-

Mtten to him.”
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Former Gov. Mario Cuomo's commants made on WABC radio re:
Sen. V'Amato'’'s statements about Vincent Foster, Saturday,
September 16, 1995. The caller was Carl of Oyster Bay.

Me: Well Gov. Cuomo, I'll cut to the chase. On
Wednesday Whitewater Committee chairman Al
D'Amato savd rhis about the Vincent Foster inves-
figation - he said 1t 1o an all news radio station
here in New York. Quote:

"If indeed Vince Foster committed suicide and
put the gun in his mouth - it's impossible for that
gun to have been found in his hand. After the
discharge there would have been a kickback and
the gun would have jumped out yct here itisin
his hand."

(still me) Governor - D'Amato also says he intends
(o caull witnesses that challenge the White House
story on Foster's death. And my question to you
Governur: Do you think he's right to do this oris
it better thal ie mystery continue here?

Cuomo: I think he's right to do whatever iu lis
conscience he thinks he ought to do 10 pursue the
truth. If - T haven't followed it closely - but if he's
in charge of this, he has a sworn duty 1o pursue
the truth. And that sounds like a valid queston -

I really don't know because 1 haven't heen follow-
ing the testimony. Butitis a good question to me
as a lay person: If indeed you had the gun in your
mouth etc., etc. so - I will leave it to Sen. D'Amato.
Of coursc the way you judge this thing is when it's
all over. What did it produce? The Irangate con-
trovesy cost us millions and millions of dollars and
didn't produce a whole lot at all. Watergate looks
like it's going to - I'm soiTy - Whitewater looks like
it's goluyg to wind up the same way - in which case
I'd hiave cowplaints about both investigations.
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September 13, 1995 For Further Information
202/224-3154 Contact: Shelagh Councy

Statement of Senator Faircloth

"] am encouraged by tnday's news reports that Kenueth Starr is
continuing his investigation mtn the death of Mr. Foster."

MTr. Starr's investigators were present today in I't. Marcy Park.

"There have always been a preat number of inconsistencies associated
with the death of Mr. Foster and the circumstances prior to his death. I have
confidence that Mr. Starr will be thorough and complete, and today's actions
demonstrate that. 1 believe that Mr. Starr needed to get to the bottom of this
incident, because Mr. Fiske's investigation was poorly done.”

317 Hant SeErate Orkice Eunone € WaSi incToN, (0.0, 20510 2305 « 202224 3154
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| grees, and the faithful old Carrier or
' Rheem or Lennox out back starts to

one hope stands between you and
| the desiccated dirt that could easily

olluting air

gy pecial prosecutors come and
go, but air-conditioner guys
are hard to find. The good guys
— those who show up when
they promise and don't gouge your
kidney while extracting your wallet
— they matter to folks in these parts.

When the temperature’s 102 de-
grees with a heat index of 115 de-

wheeze and poop black smoke, only

become your grave. One hope alone:
that thin van line, licensed and bond-
ed, those reliable practitioners of
air-conditioning service and repair.

We need every one of these guys.
We don’t have a guy to spare.

Which is the long way of explain-
ing why Special Prosecutor Kenneth
W. Starr’s in hot water this morning,
up to the $104,000 warts on his re-
lentless little neck.

Word filtered out Friday that Starr’s so-called
Whitewater investigation could be responsible for

| an estimated 3.34 tons of “fallout” — papery air-

borne particulate pollution — which has settled
over the Central Arkansas area this summer.

Fallout from the so-catled investigation had al-
ready been observed obstructing the wheels of
government, necessitating news conferences in
the office of the governor and generally embar-
rassing those few Arkansans still willing to at-
tempt vacations outside the state’s borders.

But now, air repair guys say, they have proof
this special prosecutorial fallout is choking the
life out of buildings. An entire industry may die.

THE GUYS SAY FALLOUT attaches itself to air intakes,
plumbing vents, roof turbines and many of the
other devices that allow homes and businesses to

structural respiration.

It is strangling the air-conditioning repair busi-
ness.

“New machines, old, it doesn’t matter, fallout
kills either of them just as dead,” said Mike Boss,
who operates one of the better-advertised local
repair companies.

“And with that Starr person handing out multi-
ple indictments, the fallout keeps coming back; so
the same machine fails over and over. When you
guarantee your work as we do there’s no way to go
back to the same site three and four times a week
without running into the red.”

When his guys first noticed the fallout in April,
Boss said, he thought it was merely stray dryer
lint.

“But again and again while

he'd come shinnying down from the
roof with a fistful of the same gray
glop we were scooping.

“And, every time, the story was
that the plumber had found this pe-
culiar clog gunking up that little
pipe that stands up on the roof over
the kitchen sink to vent the pipes.”

Finally, several members of the
Plumbers and Other Service Guys
Millionaires club gathered for week-
ly networking sessions over burritos
at Doe’s Eat Place realized they
were hearing the same horror story
from all sides.

THESE POSGUM MEMBERS, who sought
anonymity to protect themselves
from what they termed possible ret-
ribution, commissioned a scientific
study. Fallout from vent pipes and
air-conditioning units was collected
and analyzed in clean, electrostati-
cally filtered laboratories by gei-
uine local scientists, all of whom
wore protective masks and brand-

sured their collective eyesight was
up to ophthalmological code, or 20-
20,

Alarmed by what they saw under the micro-
scopes, they went outdoors to study air currents
over the city and soon had traced the fallout di-
rectly to Starr’s headquarters.

And so the onus rests upon Prosecutor Starr
and those who hired him. Will he be allowed to
continue this so-called investigation even after it
has been shown to be choking our buildings and
hurting our service guys?

Will no one stop him before he destroys air
conditioning and, with it, our way of life?

Until next time, Kalaka reminds you that sum- -

mer isn't over until the fleas go to sleep.

Otus the Head Cat’s so-called satire appears every
Saturday.

we'd be out in the back yard
suctioning out the homeown-

“breathe.” It collects in crucial apertures,genna IS Unit, wer i \d 3
gealing into a formless, papery mash that cuﬁq}{\ élﬁﬁ&ﬁmﬁﬁdDOdd' 70105794 Page 13.
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More Senate hearings

BY TERRY LEMONS
Y Democrat-Gazette Washington Bureau
. WASHINGTON — Facing an
‘laborate set of questions stretch-
'g fy s Arkansas to Washington,
- /- pional investigators are
Jling to piece together the
arts of the complex White-
puzzle.
er a brief lull the past
nth, behind-the-scenes work in
ngress has intensified as the
enate Special Whitewater Com-
ittee gears up for another round
1 of hearings late next month.

- This week, committee Chair-
man Alfonse D’Amato, R-N.Y.,
plans to huddle with Whitewater
independent counsel Kenneth

~ Starr to try to map out a blueprint |

for what will be covered. “We're
going to be talking to Mr. Starr
about the parameters for the
hearings,” D’Amato said.

_Congressional aides are jug-
gling issues ranging from Vincent
Foster’s suicide to the White
House’s response to the Whitewa-
ter investigation. The D’Amato-
Starr meeting reflects an effort to
keep the Senate’s work from in-
terfering with Starr’s criminal in-
vestigation. .

Pending Starr’s approval, con-
gressional aides anticipate the
next set of hearings will cover a
maze of issues involving contacts

" Seo WHITEWATER, Page 164 ‘

e Continued from Page 15A

between President Clinton’s aides
and the Treasury Department about
Whitewater. The hearings will cover
even more complicated ground than
the sessions devoted to Foster’s
Whitewater documents, which ran
four weeks in July and August.
Down the road — late this year
or early next — the Whitewater
Committee likely will hold a third
set of hearings focusing on the fail-

ure of Madison Guaranty Savings

and Loar Association. - iy

“We're just trying to get as many
of the facts that we can,” D’Amato
said.

While D’Amato’s commi
pushes on, the House Ban
Committee has no plans to follow
up on last month’s weeklong re-

to trace Whitewater tale

- —view. But the House committee

continues gathering Whitewater in-

formation, and Republicans
haven't ruled out the possibility of
more hearings.

- “We're still plugging away,” one
House aide said.

In the Senate, investigators face
an eclectic set of tasks.

‘D’Amato revealed last week that
he wants the committee to clear up
some of the lingering questions
about the death of Foster, the
deputy White House pounsel.-
D’Amato said “open questions” re-
main about the death of the Hope

i

native, whose body was found in a
Virginia park on July 20, 1993. ;
One question involves a tele-
phone call made by Chelsea Clin-
ton’s former nanny, Helen Dickey,
to the Arkansas Governor’s Man-
sion on the night of Foster’s death.
Dickey said she made the call from
the White House residence at about
10 p.m. to notify her former co-
workers in Arkansas about Foster.
British newspaper stories have
quoted Arkansas state trooper
Roger Perry as saying Dickey
called him around 6:15 p.m., about

_two hours before White House

aides said they knew of Foster’s
death. Perry said Dickey talked
about Foster shooting himself in a

White House parking lot, according |

to the newspaper accounts.

White House spokesman Mark
Fabiani dismissed Perry’s account
as just another rumor in a case that
has gripped conspiracy buffs.

“As soon as you bat down one
conspiracy theory another pops
up,” Fabiani said.

D’Amato plans to have the com-
mittee aides interview Dickey and
Perry, the trooper who has said he
helped arrange extramarital trysts
for Clinton in Arkansas. At this
point, D’Amato does not anticipate
bringing Dickey’s telephone call or
other Foster suicide questions be-
fore the committee during the
Whitewater hearings.

Instead, aides expect next
month’s hearinﬁ will center on

contacts between Clinton adminis-
tration aides and the Treasury De-
partment about the federal investi-
gation into Madison Guaranty’s
failure. The contacts occurred in

volving Madison to the Justice 'De-
partment for possible prosecution.

A # e vy eals . 7
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their own mind on this issue.”

The criminal referrals men-
tioned Whitewater Development
Corp., a Marion County real estate
venture. President Clinton and
Hillary Rodham Clinton were part-
ners in Whitewater from 1978-92
with Jim McDougal, Madison Guar-
anty’s owner.

Republicans contend the White
House contacts were improper and
opened an avenue for the Clinton
administration to influence the
Justice Department in the case.
The White House has denied any
wrongdoing.

The issue first drew attention in
Congress during the 1994 Whitewa-
ter hearings. And the White
House’s preparation for those

hearings are expected to play a .

pivotal role in the new Senate
hearings.

Earlier this year, news reports
revealed that before the 1994 hear-
ings began, White House attorneys
obtained confidential depositions
from a Treasury Department inves-
tigation. The documents, sent to
former White House counsel Lloyd
Cutler three days before the hear-

ings, were used to try reconciling(

differing testimony from Clinton
administration officials before
they made high-profile appesar-
ances before the committee.

The use of the documents has
generated scrutiny from congres-
sional investigators reviewing the
handling of the criminal referrals.

Investigators also have started
taking depositions from Justice De-
partment officials about the refer-
rals. The work was initially de-
layed in the summer because of
concerns raised by Starr, congres-
sional aides said.

- Webb Hubbell, who resigned as
associate attorney general last
year, is among those expected to
face questions about the criminal
referrals during the congressional

| investigation. Hubbell is in a Mary-

land prison after pleading guilty to
tax evasion and mail fraud charges
involving his work for Little Rock’s
Rose Law Firm.

The White House insists the re-
maining Whitewater hearings will
demonstrate Clinton and his aides
did nothing improper. Fabiani said
the White House intends to be “ful-
ly cooperative” as the congression-
al investigators continue to pursue
Whitewater.

“At a particular point the Amer-
ican public will ask whether
spending this much time and mon-
ey on such old and familiar issues
aid. “We're
lic make up
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The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — In stinging
language aimed at former presi-
dential counsel Bernard Nuss-
baum, a Justice Department offi-
cial says the White House failed to
disclose to investigators the exis-
tence of a notebook of Vincent
Foster’s on the travel office affair.

Foster’s handwritten notes on
the travel office, not revealed to
investigators until three months
after Nussbaum left the White
House, refer in several places to
first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton
and detail Foster’s concern about
the travel office before his death
in 1993.

“We were stunned to learn of
the existence of this document
since it so obviously bears directly

upon the inquiry we were directed
to undertake in late July and Au-
gust 1993,” said Michael Shaheen,
head of the Justice Department’s
Office of Professional Responsibil-
ity.

Shaheen’s 2-month-old memo
called the notebook incident “an-
other example of the lack of coop-
eration and candor we received
from the White House' throughout
our inquiry.” :

White House lawyer Mark Fabi-
ani said Nussbaum’s successor
made Foster’s notebook available
to Whitewater prosecutor Robert
Fiske starting in J uly 1994. Nuss-
baum left the White House in
April 1994,

Nussbaum was heavily criti-
cized in this summer’s Whitewater

Starr’s finances Y
Whitewater independent / %

counsel Kenneth Starr re-

ceived more than‘;j$1_.}‘ mil-

lion last year from his pri- -

vate law practice, including

a review of Sen. Bob Pack-

wood’s diaries. Financial

disclosure forms released

Monday revealed that Starr

= collected tens of thousands
= of dollars from corporate
» ants ranging from A
» . United Airlines

g

hearings for refusing to let police
see documents in Foster’s office in
the days after Foster’s death, twice
ruled a suicide. Foster was Nuss-
baum’s deputy. :

Shaheen’s office looked into an
allegation by Foster before he
committed suicide that “the FBI
lied” in a report to the attorney
general on how it came to investi-
gate the White House travel office,
which makes travel arrangements
for journalists covering presiden-
tial trips.

“We believe our repeated re-
quests to White House personnel
and counsel for any information
that could shed light ... clearly
covered the notebook, and that
even a minimum level of coopera-
tion by the White House should

Nussbaum castigated over Foster notebook

have resulted in its disclosure to
us,” Shaheen wrote.

Separately, Nussbaum refused
to give Justice Department investi-
gators the notes of an internal
White House review of the firing
of travel office employees, accord-
ing to Shaheen’s memo. :

In his notebook, which the
White House has let reporters re-
view in recent months, Foster
wrote of discussing the travel of-
fice controversy with Hillary Clin-
ton. According to his notes, she
was not satisfied with the adminis-
tration’s handling of it.

As to Hillary Clinton’s involve-
ment, Foster wrote in one refer-
ence using her initials: “Defend
HRC role whatever is, was in fact
or might have been.”

o fo - FOIA # none (URTS 16370) Docld: 70105794 Page 15
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\Nusshaum Denies Withholding
Foster Notehook From Probers

Deceased Counsel Had Detailed Travel Office Worries

By Susan Schmidt

Washington Post Staff Whter

Former White House counsel Bernard
Nussbaum is refusing to take the blame for
withholding a handwritten notebook found in
Vincent W. Foster Jr.’s briefcase and kept by
officials for more than 2 year as federal in-
vestigators sought clues to his death.

White House officials pointed a finger Fri-
day at their former colleague, who has taken
the fall for many of the administration’s mis-
steps to date relating to Foster's death and
the related Whitewater investigation. Offi-
cials s2id only Nussbaum could exphin why
Foster’s notebook detailing his concerns
about the White House travel office contro-
versy was withheld for so long from Justice
Department investigators and former special
counsel Robert B. Fiske Jr.

But Nussbaum's lawyers said he was not
even 3t the White House when Fiske subpoe-
naed records kept by Foster, the deputy
White House counsel whose body was found
in a Virginia park in July 1993. “The White
bouse will have to indicate why the decision
was made not to turn over the travel office

. file [to Fiske] in May of 1994, said James
Fitzpatrick, Nussbaum’s lawyer.

Nussbaum left the White House in March
of that year and the White House had
brought in high-profile Washington lawyer
Lioyd N. Cutler to run the counsel's office.
__The notebook Foster kept—which the
White House allowed reporters to review
this summer—detailed his worries Gver pub-
lic charges that members of the counsel's of-
fice and others in the White House had pres-
sured the FBI to open an investigation of the
trave! office to justify the firing of veteran
employees. The longtime employees were to
be replaced by Clinton assodiates.

Without reviewing the notebook, Fiske is-
sued a report June 30, 1994, that found Fos-
ter committed suicide, and that distress over
the travel office affair contributed signifi-
cantly to his depression.

Fiske had issued a broad subpoena to the
White House seeking access to Foster's re-

“This was a document we would have been
very interested in seeing,” said a source
close to the Fiske investigation yesterday.

The notebook’s discovery was described
in White House letters released by the
House Government Reform and Oversight
Committee yesterday. Nussbaum found the
notebook in Foster's briefcase during a
search of his office July 22, 1993. Justice
lawyers, FBI agents and U.S, Park Police in-

vestigators were in the room but were not
permitted to see the records.

At the time of Foster's death, the White
House was anxious to bring closure to the
trave] office controversy. It had just complet-
ed an internal management review of the
conduct of White House aides in the travel
office affair, Several officials, including Fos-
ter's counsel office colleague, William Ken-
nedy, were reprimanded.

"Nussbaum read aloud the names on each
file folder taken from Foster’s briefcase,
Notes taken by two of the lawyers in attend-
ance that day show that he said Foster's
briefcase contained the White House travel
office “management review.”

The White House contends the Justice De-
partment was aware of a travel office file.
But the Justice Department’s Office of Pro-
fessional Responsibility was “stunned to
learn of the existence of this document”
through press reports just two months ago,
according to a July 24, 1995, memo from
OPR counse!l Michael E. Shaheen Jr. to an-
other top agency lawyer,

He too believed the notebook was “obvi-
ously relevant” to his office’s investigation

. into the travel office affair,

Fitzpatrick yesterday contended that “the
Justice Department never followed up and
never asked for that travel office file.”

A source close to Nussbaum said he called
then-associate White House counsel W. Neil
Eggleston in May 1994, when it became
clear Fiske was looking into the question of
whether Foster committed suicide, and
alerted him to the existence of the Foster
notebook. Nussbaum told Eggleston the
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notebook might fall under the broad subpoe
na Fiske had obtained for White House re
cords, the source said.

. The White House succeeded in getting th
subpoena terms narrowed somewhat thas
month. ;

“This file was, without question, not re
sponsive to the subpoena as modified,” Eg
gleston said yesterday.

White House spokesman Mark Fabian
said that after reading Fiske's report on Fos
ter’s death, Cutler learned from Egglesto
that Foster kept a notebook on the trave! of
fice and that the White House then tok
Fiske of it in a letter dated July 5, 1994
They did not receive a reply, they said.

Fiske was replaced in early August of tha
year, and the investigation was substantialh
delayed as a new staff was assembled. Th
White House said the notebook was tumne
over to Fiske's successor, Kenneth W, Starr
in April of this year.
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/Travelgate’ investigator says
Nussbaum hid Foster’s diary

Clinton promised to surrender information in scandal

By Paul Bedard
THE WASHING TON TIMES

Former White House Counsel
Bernard W. Nussbaum kept secret
the handwritten “travelgate” diary

. of Vincent W. Foster Jr. despite a

federal subpoena and Justice De-

partment demand for all evidence
touching on the scandal and the
death of the former Nussbaum
deputy, according to government
documents.

In a blistering July 24, 1995, let-
ter to the deputy attorney gen-
eral's office, Michael E. Shaheen
Jr., counsel for the Justice Depast-
ment's office of professional re-
sponsibility, said the White House
improperly hid the Foster diary
from his investigators.

Mr. Foster's loose-leaf diary re-
vealed his obsession with the
travelgate scandal. He also men-
tioned it in a note found in his
briefcase.

The OPR was probing the scan-
dal to determine if the FBI or
White House acted wrongly in the
affair in which the seven-man
White House travel office was
fired in a move by Clinton aides
and cronies to take it over for per-
sonal gain. Five of the seven were
later rehired. One retired and the
seventh, former travel office Di-
rector Billy Dale faces two embez-
2lement charges.

Mr. Shaheen said he had won Mr.
Clinton's commitment to view ev-
ery document related to the scan-
dal and the administration’s inves-
tigation of the affair.

Mr. Shaheen said he was
“stunned” when the press first re-
vealed the details of the Foster
diary — more than two years after
his death, which authorities haye
ruled a suicide.

“The fact that we have just t{ow
learned of the existence of obvi-
ously relevant notes written by Mr.
Foster on the subject of the FBI
report is yet another example of
the lack of cooperation and candor
we received from the White House
throughout -our inquiry,” Mr.
Shaheen wrote in an “FYI” memo
to David Margolis, associate
deputy attorney general.

*“In the course of our inquiry, we
explained to each witness our pur-
pose, including that we had been
tasked to inquire about the mean-
ing of Foster's statement {in the
note found after his death) that
‘the FBI lied in their report {about
travelgate] to the AG [attorney
general)’ We asked for any infor-
mation they were aware of —
through conversations with Mr.
Foster or otherwise — that might
shed light on this statement. At ev-
ery White House interview an as-
sociate White House counsel was
present. No witness or counsel dis-
closed the existence of Mr. Fos-
ter's notes,” Mr. Shaheen com-
plained.

Mr. Nussbaum said yesterday it

was “preposterous” to suggest he
hid anything from the FBI. He said
he “specifically identified such a
file to law enforcement” on July
22, 1993, during a search of Mr.
Foster's office.

Documents made available to
The Washington Times yesterday
indicate that Whitewater special
prosecutor Robert Fiske didn't see
the diary, even though he issued a
report on the Foster death that
dwelt heavily on the deputy coun-
sel's concerns with travelgate,

In a Sept. 15 letter to a House
investigative panel, Deputy White
House Counsel Jane C. Sherburne
revealed that the White House de-
termined that the Foster diary was
not “responsive” to Mr. Fiske's
broad subpoena, even though he
was trying to determine what
drove the Clinton aide to take his
life in Fort Marcy Park in North-
ern Virginia.

The Foster diary has been pro-
vided to Mr. Fiske's replacement,
independent counsel Kenneth
Starr.

The House Government Reform
and Oversight Committee is inves-
tigating the administration’s han-
dling of the travelgate scandal and
is concerned about the so-called
“chain of custody” of the Foster
diary.

Committee Chairman Rep. Wil-
liam F Clinger, Pennsylvania Re-
publican, has expressed concerns
about the quality of the copies of
the Foster diary provided to his
staff and raised questions about
who has handled the file.

As a result, White House Coun-
sel Abner J. Mikva wrote Mr
Clinger Aug. 30 a note detailing
who has had access to the file.

In his letter, Mr. Mikva for the
first time reveals that the travel-
gate diary was a key file in Mr.
Foster's briefcase on the night Mr.
Nussbaum searched his office.

“These documents were located
in Mr. Foster’s briefcase on July
22, 1993, by Mr. Nussbaum, who
removed them in the presence of
investigators,” wrote Mr. Mikva.

“Thereafter, Mr. Nussbaum re-
tained the documents himself and
kept them in his office.” said Mr. .
Mikva. .

Around the time Mr. Nussbaum
was fired in March 1994, the Fos-
ter diary was put in a general file
and eventually copied for Mr. Starr
on April §, 1995.
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Nussbaum didn’t tell
FBI about Foster file

The Assoclated Press

WASHINGTON — Days after
finding Vincent Foster’s hand-
written file on the White House
travel office, presidential coun-
sel Bernard Nussbaum told the
FBI he knew of no relevant pa-
pers he could turn over for
their investigation of Foster’s
death, documents released
Monday showed.

The White House acknowl-
edged last week that it did not
provide investigators with Fos-
ter’s file on the travel office af-
fair for more than a year.

Among the details to emerge
Monday was the fact that Nuss-
baum found the file in Foster’s
briefcase, the same place
where a torn, anguished note
was located.

In that note, Foster alleged
the FBI had lied about the trav-
el office matter.

Nussbaum said Monday it
was “preposterous” to suggest
he hid anything from the FBIL
He said he “specifically identi-
fied such a file to law enforce-
ment” at the time it was found
on July 22, 1993, during a search
of Foster’s office.

However, when FBI agents
returned to interview Nuss-
baum eight days later a new is-
sue had arisen — the belated
discovery of the torn note and
its allegation about FBI lying.

The FBI's summary of that
interview indicates Nussbaum
made no mention of the file.

“Nussbaum stated that he is

aware of no other notes or mes- -
sages left by Vincent Foster
which would be relevant to the -
investigation of his death,” the
summary said. i

The Justice Department
opened an investigation in 1993
into Foster’s allegation about
FBI lying.

But the White House dxd not
disclose the existence of Fos-
ter’s travel office file until July -
1994 — after Whitewater prose- -
cutors had concluded the issue *
had contributed to his depres-
sion. And prosecutors did not
obtain the file until April of -
this year. :

In letters released Monday
by Congress, the White House
said that Foster’s handwritten
notes “were located in Mr. Fos-
ter’s briefcase on July 22, 1993, ~
by Mr. Nussbaum who removed *
them in the presence of investi-
gators and, after generally de—
scribing them placed them on-
Mr. Foster’s desk.”

During the search, Nuss- .
baum prohibited two Justice
Department attorneys, two FBI -
agents and two U.S. Park Police -
officers from examining the
documents. :

“Thereafter, Mr. Nussbaum -
retained the documents himself -
and kept them in his office,” ac-
cording to an Aug. 30 letter
from White House Counsel Ab-
ner Mikva to Rep. William
Clinger, chairman of the House
Committee on Government Re-
form and Oversight.
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