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Parker R
on team to

investigate

Foster link

By Chris Conley
The Commercial Appeal

Veteran Asst. U.S. Atty.
Steve Parker will start work
Monday with a team of federal
prosecutors looking into the
death of White House deputy
counsel Vince Fosteégagroth}/
_aspects of the Whitéwater in-
vestigation.
Parker; 39, a federal prose-
cutor in West Tennessee since
1987, has successfu_ll{ prose-
cuted a number of high-profile
cases, including the trial of
Dyersburg Judge David
Lanier, the trial of former
Mem&his State University bas-
ketball coach Dana Kirk, Tip-
ton County Sheriff Wayne Bas-
_ kin and the West Tennessee
~— portion of the Rocky Top inves-
u%‘altxon into official corruption.
He will be detailed to Wash-
ington for the investigation for
several months at least. -
. “He’s been up there in the
U.S. Attorney’s Office for 10
years. ... He’s confident and
successful,” said W. Hickman
Ewing, a member of the special
prosecutor team in the White-
water investigation and former
U.S. attorney for West Tennes-
see.
! EwingUwas Parker’s mentor
lin the U.S. Attorney’s Office
‘her_e and recommended him
for the position on the White-
| water team.
| “The Washington office (of
Whitewater) is looking into a
number of things. That (Foster
death) is one of the things
\being investigated insofar as
Whitewater 1is concerned,”
Ewing said.” “There remain
questions about Foster’s death.
... Was it a murder? Or was ita
suicide? Either way, why?” z
Special Prosecutor Kenneth
Starr and his staff are looking
into the failed vacation land de-
velopment known as Whitewa-
ter and the failure of the
Madison Guaranty Savings and
Loan, a bankrupt thrift once
headed by Bill and Hillary
Rodham Clinton’s . Whitewater
partner James McDougal. The
investigation has also entan-
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- Chuis Couley
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Veteran A“iil .S, Atty.
Steve ar will start wark
Monday with = team of federal
prodgointars looking iutoa the
cputy
caunsel Vince Faster and athier
aapﬁctsuo!’ thae water in.
vestigation. - B
. Parker, 39, a federal piuve-
%ﬂsgr tll':a West Tenmmnseepllncm e

8 Fuccess se-
euted a bt of Mg{-prvﬂh
cases, jmclu the trial of
Dyersburg Judge David
Lanjer, the trial of former
Meir State U ty bas-
ketball conch Dana

d Arkansag Gov. Jim G
cker, who did business wi

Mad!son. .
m"ﬁﬂ anld Parker’s experi-

ence as a Memphis police offi-
cer and his wgi"z in several fed-
eral cases iavslving murders
fuctored into hls being detailed
ta the Depsartment of Justice
for Whitewaler. Independent
counsels yrw allowed to requept
FRI agentr and siaistant U.S.
attorneys bo detailad t¢ their
investigatian.

In the past few yecass, Parker
prosecuted a murderous family
of mussel shioll divers in Ben:

ton CouRls® B gang that robbed .
& ob s hgnﬁsg in Bolivar,

a
Teg.n".? Kkillad the occupanis and
burnod tho sabin to the ground,
Aand 3 man who set fire o his
lover’s apartment and killed
two fitel‘lqihterg and two
women who lived in the apart-
mentcomplex. .
“They nfed additional man-
power to review what has been
done (ln the Foster case) and
see If we have covered all the
kases,” Ewing said.

ton County Sheri{l Wayne Bas-
kin and %ze %Iest Tennesrge
portion uf the Rocky Top laves-
tI%ﬁm inta official corruption.
¢ will be detailed 10 -
{ngton fur the invesiigation for
raveral monthe at least ;
“Ha’s been up there the
U.S. Altorney’s Office for 10
years. ... He's confident and
successful,” said W. Hickman

Ewinp, a thember of thEspecial-|
the te- [

prosccutor team in
water investigation and former

U.S. attaihey oy Wesk Terines> |

see.

Ewing was Parker's menior
in the U8. Attoroey's Office
here, and recommedded him
for tha positinn on the White-

we'tfiew%‘l(m hjington office (of
Wh!tewamg [ oking Intc 2
sumber of things. Thal (Foster

depth) is one of the things
b:lpng investigated insofar gs
Whirewater 18 toficerned.”
F.mx’:f sald, ‘Nherc remain
ques abour Foster's death.

suilcide? Eithek way, why?” |
Special Prosecutor Kepneth
Storr and his staff are looking
Into the failod vacstion land de-
velopment known ag Whitewa-

L] Tip‘ I

tor and the faiiure of the
Midizon Quaranty Savines and
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M Conduct of Kenneth Starr,
and comments of his aide W.
questionable.

Whitewater probe gets m

- ics' of Starr’s day-to-day aperating moved to the'_park o._uﬁam, o.-m Enos_m
: Muaoﬁno y- of

chief, one W. Hickman Ewing.

By Thomas O:u.n..wa |

ASHINGTON — More than €

two years after what is now tional'man
called (in generic despera-
tion) Whitewater got its first

e, the
ded to

e e i e o iracy f
wnplayed any er out 0O - conspiracy

laced deference to me enforcement. e
this case, what merits concern is
not the Foster case itself, but the eth-

de- covered all the bases.”

pendent prosecutor, what do you sup- ~_If that were all. there was, little
pose the feds have decided to investi- more than eyebrow- would be .

gate for the third time?
After $30 million and c
fact that Kenneth Starr has d
abuse his discretion and pick at the comment by a prosecutor,
painful scab of Vincent Foster’s tragic
death again can’t be labeled unset-

The bare facts are that Ewing — a’
former U.S. attorney in West Tennes-
see — has hired another federal pros-

- ecutor in Tennessee, Steve Parker, to-
join the Whitewatey operation here. In  they learned of it.
the . first story announcing Parker’s

- hiring, Ewing was quoted in The Com-
mercial Appeal in Memphis last week-
end as saying that he.needed “addi--

, The New York
Post, Ewing and Starr’s office-are re- found.
wwm.._non to- “think” that the nowﬁv.
Smocmu.oocuuw_.uco%r»nunu

where. it. was

) taken on- qualities that caused New

ﬁmnnon. but that's not all Ewing said. York Sen. Al D’Amato’s Dole cam-

a statement that makes up in bad paign subidiary u here to lose its
_taste what it lacks in proper public  nonpartisan credib ty months.ago.

he was then Concerning the latest outrage, a few

quoted as saying, “There remain points that ‘only need emphasis be--

questions -about Foster’s death. ... causeof Starr’s poisonous, insinuating

Was it a murder, or was it a suicide? conduct:”

gusting ioE.n be a better word.  Either way, why?” ]
But it’s true, and it fits a patterr of  And then it gets worse, In one of the

‘M The cops on the scene, the U.S.
Park Police, concluded on the basis of

partisan house organs of Whitewater w.r%wam_ Emum forensic nmaaumo ‘that
oster killed himself where he was

1993. The feds were also reported to
be “convinced” that senior White
House officials knew about his death
at least 90 minutes before they say

The Post-even went so far as to
whisper that while they are “almost
certain” Foster’s death was a suicid
“they have said there is perhaps a
wer to review what has percent chance he did not take his
been done™ and to “see if we have ownlife.” - :

i e Welcome to the seamy underside of
Ken Starr’s “investigation,” which has

. To
and

M The fact that he was .ﬁmmnum
from mmnoﬁ_nnvnouaou t irrefutable.

ore polluted

B The first prosecutor, Robert
Fiske, investigated and produced a
long report with the same conclusion.

M Starr reopened nqm_.ﬁEum. but
nonetheless keeps saying he is “confi-
dent” the conclusion is correct.

W That’s because there is no evi-
dence to the contrary. There are al-
ways questions, but ethical prosecu-
tors, in return for the discretion and
power they have, are e ed to han-
dle questions without ing them

- up in the guise of answers.

B Not only has Starr failed to do so,
the behavior of his deputy raises di-
rect questions about his ethics, let
alone his discretion, taste and decen-

cy.
As the case drags on, including a so
far ho-hum and confused prosecution
of the first major Whitewater-related
case in Little Rock, Starr’s partisan
background and extracurricular ac-
tivities have come under renewed,
and legitimate, scrutiny. .
Wo with his conservative activism
o%:cmnmb financial contribu-

tions and his involvement in an aspect

Please see STARR, Page B4

From Page B3

Starr

of the Paula Jones case, Starr has
vigorously pursued a lucrative private
mbmmnno. while running Whitewater.
.ast week, there was renewed atten-
tion in USA Today and The Wall
Street Journal on his representation

of tobacco companies, which are in- -
volved in no-holds-barred political

war with President Clinton.
With ‘every disclosure, assurances
of Starr’s probity issue from. 'Little

Rock, but the number of potential .

conflicts — at least of time if not of
interest — is no longer possible to
ignore. _ : ,
~ Andjnow this.: _ )
One would like to think that the
rﬁmb% of Parker’s hiring — which
included references to a-previous spe-.
cialty (murder cases) — did not come
because a fresh batch of right-wing
conspiracy ads just finished running
or because the Foster case was dis-
cefully milked on (of all things)
‘Unsolved Mysteries. ST
But you have to wonder.

Thomas Oliphant sa columnist for
The Boston Globe. .

/‘

FOIA # none (URTS 123})_Docld: 70105832 Page 7



83/28/96 23:15:54 Uia Fax ->

03/

28/96

.Whitewater trial.

_Hale, the prosecution’s star

- Clinton’s

.done’ -10"/ to: help 'his o
Wit
'_toldh.un.

23:04
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Starr hlres homlclde vei

PECIAL thtewatnr ;
Prosecutor Kenneth' © -
Ster Lias Lived o veleraw, ..
tederal Drosecutor —~a ior-
mer homicide’ detectwe r—

to look into the death of
White House aide Vmcent Al
Fogtar.: | ;
: Invesuzators dre- nearlv
" Ina move ‘that draman- 4 gertAin ‘that Fnater, whnnp

cally raizee the stakes of
Stasy’s: ywbc,AaamLmL g
"U.S. Attorney Steve: ]:'arkerﬂ ‘Virginia, killed
of Memphis will join a team ! July 20, 1993,
investigating Foster’s:

: body waéfoundin Fort -

4

. wMarcy Park in nothern .
‘himaelf on'.

death. Crities of tha- grobe y °uB it the tem; eit n:led

have said that prosécutors .' auso aide nupht have
have been too timid and , WRICH WO

death.”. |

Wltness claims. B|II
pushed: shady deal

- By WILLIAM NEUMAN
. Fust wucapundml )

LITTLE ROCK — Prl.-al-
dent Clnton - pushed to
ave a Teal extate deal anm.
pleted “to help hig¢ friende”?
when-he was- goverudr uf
Arkansas, a w1tness testi- .

m.g a $825,000 loan.
: Clinton.

fied yestcrday. -+ “I think he wonld say the
Little, Rock . game thing -
traffic’ Judgc' THE ' . 'a'bv.:;.tt wth'ﬂif
Hill Watt |- ITEW, said:a e
seomad to tie bl TS . House sourée -
“Cliutuu’s " fur. i | last night.
the tirs time | . I  The
to the alleged " * 7 l l 1} li\l MCDOugﬁlS
conspiracy “at : L and “Arkan-.
sa: Gov. Jim ‘Guy Tucker -

the. heart of the ongoing '
S ,are on trial for
Watl sa1d that Dand.

told- him' ahant
involvement ‘in
Decewber- 1985 ur Ja.uucu y

1986, . - ... ...
Gov. Chnton 4 mtcr. : W Lcohfy fur Lhr: d:f&ua:

ested. He wentsue togel it -

. daals.

informer;

friends, t smd Haip,
- He sa1d Halc Lold hxm he-"
had met with Clinton in the
[roqra Ml LR
4 capital’ po cy had .
talhod alyul u rea extate - -1 the real estate deal.
desl for” which Madison
Guaranty, a bank owned by - fantasy- of ‘David . Hale’s

t-mwuy vut.

- Clinton.~business~ partnar. -MoDoagnl &ootlodie Zim's mim {

ek

. fally

- Jim McDougs\l wag supply-

Hale has: claimed that. .
preeau.red him ta
make a $300,000 loan to.
McDougal's ex-wife, Susan.
Clinton .hae called tho
charge “a bunch of bull.” '

allegegdly
wsing fiaudulent luaus Lo
.- fund . shady, real estate

: Ch.nton. is not charged in .
thecaze but has been called

" Jim” McDougal msxsted
* Clinton h#d no inv olvement

*That - way jost” another

PosT
Parkpr ‘iq har. sheeess- 4
os.ecuted a'number M ARCH 2°¢ 6
of high-pi ofile cases ia Ten-
nessee. Perhaps more im-
.portant, he was once a po-
ice-officer. on the Momphisg

* force who worked on mur

der investigations.

N Parker led murder prose-
' .cutmna that included the
* ease 0f u gaug Lhut robboed «

,'Eamblmz den 10 Bolivar,

-"'TPHYI ‘and rnnrdprﬁﬁ itg nee

cup:mta :

W HJckman Ex sec-
.ond in charge of the Starr
investigation, told the

f ' "Memphis Commercial Ap-
. W peal news% per that Parker

*‘remgin questions about
;Toster’s death.: .. Was it
mu:der or was it suiclde"
“Either way: why?” .
The Post hag reported
' that the independent coun-
. -sel’s offiec and the FBI had
been luokmg for a “gafe. .
-house” in 2 community ad-
jacent to Fort Marcy Park
-under the theorv that IFos-
: ter’s body may haveé been -
"moved ta the park.’ E i
Investigators are'con- 7
‘vineer that the White
Houuc knew nbout Foster’s *

"was hi écause: “There 5

¥

* death al leust'90 minotes

before officials haye ac-
nowledped.
Frosecutors privately say
" they are almost certain:
that Foster killed himself.
But they havg ssid there is

.. perhaps a 5 percent chance
* " he did not take his own life.

. Investigators have always
 been puzzled about why
Foster would have killed

. himself.

He was unhappy with his

. role in Washington and the

. deteriaration of his triend-
-shxp with Hillary Redham
Clinton — but prosecutors

o .are not sure thathe was

Watt‘s words st - oﬁ' a
.Storm in the courtroom’ as
'defense. Jawyers tried nn.

mcwccfu“y %, kccP ‘bc tc" Fastar’s death'was aniride

:f y enough to have

Taille

“. A source L]oue to the .
probe said bwing.thinks

“Bul Lie tiioks thebody ™ b)
was moved. He thinks
there was some hanky-
panky tha source said.

“Parker was hired to put
thls to reat. ‘1'his guy won't
Je athpasealled s © o oo
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File on Foster
gets review
by fresh eye

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Keeping the
investigation of Vince Foster's
death open, Whitewater prosecu-
tors are bringing in an assistant
U.S. attorney to review the evi-
dence. )

Steve Parker, an assistant U.S.
attorney in Tennessee and a pro-
tege of deputy Whitewater prose-
cutor Hickman Ewing, will join
the office that began an investiga-
tion in the fall of 1994 into how
the deputy White House counsel
died. Parker also may be assigned
to other aspects of the Whitewa-
ter investigation being handled
by the Washington office.

Two previous investigations
concluded that Foster committed
suicide, but independent counsel
Kenneth Starr, who was appoint-
ed in August 1994, pledged to con-
duct his own inquiry.

In a story Saturday in The Com-
mercial-Appeal in Memphis, Ewing
was quoted as saying that “there

" - remain questions about Foster’s

death. ... Was it murder? Or was it
a suicide? Either way, why?”

According to the newspaper,
Ewing said the Washington office
needs “additional manpower to
review what has been done” in in-
vestigations of Foster’s death
“and see if we have covered all
the bases.” Starr’s office con-
firmed Thursday that Parker was
being detailed to the Whitewater
investigation from the U.S. attor-
ney’s office in Memphis. &

Foster’s body was found July
20, 1993, in a Virginia park across
the river from Washington. U.S.
Park Police and the original
Whitewater prosecutor, special
counsel Robert Fiske, concluded
Foster died of a self-inflicted gun-
shot wound to the head.

Foster’s death became part of
the Whitewater investigation be-
cause papers on the Clintons’ Ar-
kansas real estate venture were
in Foster’s White House office.

Hillary Rodham Clinton’s chief
of staff, Margaret Williams, re-
moved the papers and many other
documents from Foster’s office
wo days after he died. .

”
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