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'- (.)n'e. Death Altered
Path of Presidency

By Prres Baxzn ;
Washingon Post Staff riter

After 3 cheeseburger hunch at his
desk, Vincent W. Foster Jr. left his
office aroond 1 pm, saying be
would be back. Five hours later, his
lifeless body waa found next to
Civil War cannon in a Virginia park.
As his' compatriots at the White
House strugded to absorb the
shock, one senior offical told a
colleague, “1 don't know that itl
ever be the same after this.”

prescieat. Five years ago today, the
man who grew up with President
Clinton and practiced law with Hilla
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Just how tremendous
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“into his real estate dealings beck in

Arkaneas Jeading to the appointment
fof special counsel Robert B. Fiske Jr.
“and his successor, independent coun-

everything from FEI files to Foster's
ideath-to Clinton’s alleged sexual

"< " Vince had bem around to
. Support that position, ] badn't been

;president would not have sought the

+ A former tovestigrtor who looked
Sinto many of those issues has reached
the same conclusion from. another

of an independent couns .
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spotlight of public life in Wash-
ington. Here ruining people is con-
sidered sport.”
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paused a8 he thought
is, “But,” he added, “and 1

|

about

while not mentioning Foster, Clin-
ton on a trip home to Little Rock
referred to Washington as “a cmu-
pletely different culture.”

“There are times when I wake up
in our nation's capital, and I dea!
with people day in and day out, and
they say one thing one day, and
then the next day they’re trying to
basically say that I'm the worst
thichLE since Joe Stalin” Clinton
2

But even in the midst of his latest
controversy. the investigation into
his ties with Monica S. Lewinsky,
Clinton assured his fellow Arkan-
sans that he will survive. “I mean, [
don't know what you all expected.”
he said Saturday night at a fund-
raiser. “Did you think they’d wheel
me in here in a2 gumey tonight?
Listen, you prepared me well. This
is no big deal.”

Some aides said the Foster sui-

cide did have some salutary effects.

within the White House. It served,
* they said, as a wake-up call high-
lighuing the imporance of balanc-

ing a workaholic schedule Wit.h_{-'

personal life.
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continues to cause mystery. During
the formal search two days later,
Nussbaum insisted on looking

House counse] deemed relevant.

The White House did not dis-
close the discovery of the torn-up
nate until days later, after notifying
Foster's family. Five months later,
the White House ackmowledged
that Foster had a file on White-
water. Two years after his death,
the White House produced hand-
written notes in which Foster wrole
that Whitewater was "a cn of
worms vou shouldn't open.” In Jan-
uary 1996, the White House discov-
ercd and turmed over Hillary Clin-
ton’s long-missing Rose firm billing
records that Foster had reviewed
during the 1392 campaigmn.
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The Clintons, too, have gone

on. They do not talk about Foster
often, according to their friends,
but they probably think about him.

“This is just an ache in their
heart that will just never go away,”

. said Diane Blair, a close conf-
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friend. to feel in some ways re-

le. Who could go through
that and not ask, ‘What if? What if
1 didn’t ask them to come 1o
Washington? How could that not
affect you?”

FOR MORE INFORMATION -2

To read the independent counsel
report on Foster’s death, clickon
ﬂuabmmqpuhMOﬂﬂuUh”“
page of The Post's Web siteat
www,washingtonpost.com
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The Foster Chronology -

T )u.,..a "“M
January: Vincent W,
Foster Jr., 48, 3 friend
- of Presideant Clinton
. since childhood, also
from Hope, Ark., and
-.once a partner of
_.Hillary Rodham Clinton
, at the Rose Law Firm,
comes to-Washington
.from Little Rock to
~become deputy White
InHouse counsal.
May 19: Seven em-
 -ployees in the White
House travel office are
"fired for "gross
~mismanagement.” But
after accusations that
**it sought to transfer

" the business to Clinton :

friends, the White
**House soon recants
"most of its enticlsms.

July 2: The White House

* issues a report on the
i ‘travel office, written
SOURCE: Swrif and wire reports

by outside auditors.
Although the report
does not criticize
Foster directly, it says
his office could have
averted the incident
but failed to da so.

July 19: Clinton invites
Faster and his wife to
the White House to
watch a movie. Foster
declines.

July 20: US. Park Police -

discover Foster's body
at Fort Marcy Park in
MclLean at 6 p.m..

dead of a single

gunshot wound, and
i makea first report to
the White House at
9:10 p.m., calling the
death an apparent
suicide. White House
staff look for a suicide
note In his office.

July 22: Foster's office
is searched in the
presence of his family
and officials from the
Park Police. Justice
Department, FB! and
Secret Service.
Initially, the White
House claims that no
suicide note or other
document bearing on
his death is found.

July 23: Foster is buried
in Hope. The autopsy

i confirms he died of a

i  gunshot wound to the

i  head and the findings

i are consistent with a

suicide, the Park
- Police report.
: ..Iuly 28: The White
House discloses that in
the previous week an
unidentified aide
discovered undated,
torn-up notes inside

notes, found July 26,
include a list of
psychiatrists and an
~argument with
himself.” They are
given to investigators
after a 30-hour delay.

P
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Foster's briefcase. His °

The time lag later fuels :

speculation of a con-
spiracy and coverup.

.
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Jan, 20; Attorney
General Janet Reno
appoints Robert B.
Fiske to investigate
the Clintons’ role in
the Whitewater real
estate venture and
their ties to the failed
Madison Guaranty
Savings and Lean.
Fiske announces he
will also explore 3
possible link between
Foster’s death and his
knowledge of the
Whitewater scandal.

July 1: Fiske releasas his
report on Foster’s
death, reaffirming the
Park Police report,
ruling it a suicide and
finding no evidence of

foul play.

July 29: The Senate

. Banking Committee,
led by Alfonse M.
D'Amato (R-N.Y.),
examines Foster's
death, focusing on
testimony from Park
Police officers.

Aug. S: Kenneth W,
Starr. a2 Republican
and former U.S.
solicitor general and
federal judge. is

3
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appointed independent .

counsel by a three-
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judge panel. replacing
Fiske. Starr continues
the Whitewater and
Madison probes. and
reopens the Foster
investigation.
SRGEA998.5 7T
July 18: The Senate
Whitewater commit-
tee, also headed by
D’Amato, begins
holding hearings on
Foster's death. Its
June 1996 majority
report accuses the
White House of
hindering the Foster
investigation but
accepts the suicide
finding.
P ) R s
Oct. 10: Starr's three
year investigation of
Foster's death
concludes. reaffirming
earlier findings of
suicide.

March 30: The Supreme
Court delays Starr's
efforts 1o obtain notes
taken by Foster's -
lawyer that may clarify
the first lady’s rale in
the travel office affair.

June 25: The Supreme
Court rules against
Starr on the foster
notes. asserting that
attorney-chent
pnvilege remains in
force even after death.

= Nathan Abse
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