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Wallace and Ruddy: a jourhéllstlc drlve-by shootmg

ast Sunda/ evening, a report
DL CB:': “& Minutes''- posed
he "question,:-‘‘What about
Vince -Foster?’ A more hon-
est ttle for correspomfert
Mxke Wallace’s piece would hiave >zen
*What about. Carxistopher-Ruddy

Wallace spent the first18 of the show’s,
40 mirrates deconstructing the work of:
Rucdy, a New, Yerk-based ‘nvestizgative::. =
jouarnaligt with the Pittsburgh’ Tribune- -
Review”. Ruddy is'ore of ‘the few repors-’

ersworking on-the.still-puzdiey teata of
Fosrer, & boyhooL_nend 2f Bill Clinton,
ene-time permmer;in-; Hillaryy:Chinzon's

‘Rose.Law Firm, and —-when he dxed —_

White House deputy counsel.

. Wallace's rzport se2med designed to
smear Ruddy and those of -us ia jourr.al-
- ism and pclikics who do not'bear the ricg
of truth in -he U.S. Park Police's and
former Special - Prosecutor Robert
Tiske’s coaclusion that Foster shot him-
self cn.July 20, 192 in Virginia's Fort
Marcyv Fark.

Wallace painted Ruddy, Tribune-Re-
vizw publisher Richard Mellor Scaife,
and their associztes at the Strazegic In-
sesimen! pewsleter and ‘the Western
Journalism Center (a foundation that
supports unesdgau\e repo-tars) as
ccoservative partisans whe slam Bill
Clintor and line their pockets by selling

- Fostér-related vidsotapes.

. . Bur these ‘rigat-viag Xeoks'’ arz not
sdlated crackpots. ‘Whitewater [nde-
sendert Coansel Keaneth Starr’s probe
of Fosters deatt. “i5 canzinting znd on-
roing,” says his speckewoman Detbie
{rersaman. It fact, forensic scientist De.
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Femy Lee, late of he -Peoplz. v. C.J.

Sinrpson ;is on Smrr’.s team. Somehew,.

Wellace 1org0' 10 no:e that the book re-
mzins wide opea on*Foster.

Wallace called on Dr. Doaald Haut,
the mecical examiner fcr Farfax Cour-
-to. rebut Ruddy’s regorts that
those a- Foster's death scene say they
found sarprisingly little' blood. Wallace
dic nct ention that Ruddy ~apec Haut
sayiag, “There was not a bell of a lot of
bleod on the greund.” Haut's FBI state-
ment aiso supports Ruddy's stery. Too
tad Wallace dida’t ask Haut why his
wards now sezm to contradict what he
told Ruddy and the F'BI.

Rucdy also says Waliace did no: tell
Lis viewers what he to:d Ruddy of’-cam-
era’ Vva.lace found sm} on his shoes

The nagging qt.esmons

about Foster and what

he was doing when he

‘died go. on and on and
on.

wher he retraced Fester’s presumed
700-foot pah thrcuzh Fort Marcy. The
EBI detected no soi. cn Foster’s shoes. A
sneck of intellectual hooesty migh: have
inspire¢ Wallace to iaform his audierce
that ke failed to duplicate Fester’s
amazing feat. .

These anc other twists, turns, and
owissions in Wallace’s ~eport mxght be
forg'vablz had he explored any of the

" dozens of still-baffling questions rzlated

to’ Foster’s death: Alas;, Wellace ~pecl

) nghf Sast these conundra:

- »vh/ was Foster’s body found, in the.
wards” of* Fairfax “County pararne:hc-
George Gonzalez, “‘as if it was ready fcr
the ccffin,” with his arms neatly at bis-
sice? Gun siicide victims usualiy fall
limply to the ground, like rag dolls.

» How did Foster 1ang on to his gun?
As U:S. Sen. Alfense D’Amatoe, R-N.Y.,
recently told WCBS radio: ‘‘After d'e
discharga there wculd have been a Kick-
back and the gunwould nave jumped out
— yet here it is in his hand.”’

» Did Park Pclice miss Foster’s car
and office keys when they searched his
packets at Fort Narzy, or did ke ard his
Honda fiad their way there without Fos-
ter ehird the wheel? Does the Tact that
thev later were found in Foster’s pocket
aﬂ a morgue Lighlight grass incompe-
tence by Park Pohce or something
worse?

> Vhy did a Virginia coroner, Dr.
James Beyer, téll Park Folice that X-
rays of Fcster’s body pomted to .,w.mce
tken, later, oa July 26, 1694, tell the U
Serate Bankmg Camnnttee that he nev‘
er took thoss radiograpas Lecause
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“we'd been having difficulty wih ou'
equipment and were not gemrg read-
able X-rays.”

» Where is the fata! bullet frem Fos-
ter’s gun? Just last Sept.- 13, federal:
agents combed Fort Marcy far the cln-
sive slug. -

> Ever. assuuung -ha- Foster took his
own life, did he rea.ly blow his brains out .
over the Travelzat2; ‘scandal.and several ;
critical edirorials. in. the. Wall Sr:rezt
Journai ¥ While: Foster’s: so-called ** sui-{
cide note” menticns: these ‘meatters, it
neither discussed’ hig imperding dentb
nor aid goedbye to his wife or-family.
The undated note'also lackec: ‘Fo<tex‘»
sigrature anc evea his fingerprints.

The nzggine questinzs abott Vincext -
Toster and whatever he was doing when ™
he ¢ied goon and on anc cn. It's a shame. |
60 Minuvtes'’ did not devote its consider-
able investigat:ve muscle to solve some”
of these riddles rather than subject.
Christopher uddy to the qurnahstic'“
2quivalent of a drive-by saooting. :

Why did Mike Wallace blow this op-
portunity ? Coasider his own words.”
“You don't like to bzldly lie, but I have,",
he -old the Washington Post in Nevem:
ber 1952, “Tt really depands on yout mo-
tve. Are you doing it for drama, cr ace -
you doirg it for lllummanan' Ezch one
has to be wegghed separaiely as 10 the |
cost berelit.”

eyt

: r_L. N

Mr. Murdock is a free-Jancs writer based in.
News Yortk City and s president of Loud &
Clear Communicatiors, a ma-keting and me-
dia consulting firm. )
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Fv: David Paynter Date:

cR

[L2~03-2009 g&
Qu

July 31, 1995

Source information

The word is that Starr has "bought into" the argument that
Wit is in the best interest of the country to end the
investigation." I disabused the source of this notion.

Vince Foster is not the writer of the "note" found on July
26 in the briefcase. The "O’s" are all too similar. The
handwriting analysis done was based on one known exemplar, which

is not the proper way to do it.

Rusty Hardin resigned because he did not agree with the way
the Hubbell case was going, not just from a personnel standpoint,
but because of not wanting to put pressure on Hubbell. Hubbell
was the key, and the OIC should not have entered any plea
agreement with him until they fully debriefed him, as they had
done with Hale. Hale was debriefed for two weeks prior to a plea
agreement being entered into.

Newt Gingrich believes the Foster death is the key. No
matter what the other committees do, he is going to set up a
special committee to reinvestigate the Foster death and possible

cover up.

Once Henry Lee gets through with his analysis, which will
probably conclude that it is a suicide, that will be the end of
the Starr investigation.

There is really no one who has taken Miguel Rodriguez’
place. Brett Kavanaugh did not have the experience to replace
Rodriguez.

Rusty Hardin did not like Rodriguez. The mistake was hiring
Rodriguez in the first place.

Webb Hubbell has told different stories on different
occasions.

Not everyone connected with the Foster family is satisfied
with the suicide/depression explanation.

The Travelgate matter has been overstated as it regards
Foster.

His involvement with Hillary was probably not so, at least
from the sexual standpoint.
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Office of the Independent Counsel

Two Financial Centre
10825 Financial Centre Parkway, Suite 134
Little Rock, Arkansas 72211
: (501) 221-8700
R Fax (501) 221-8707
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MEMO

TO: File

FROM: Hickman

DATE: May 12, 1995

RE: Information from Chris Ruddy

I did a memo while I was in Little Rock on May 11 concerning
my breakfast meeting with Chris Ruddy, the reporter who has written
a lot on the Vince Foster death. I met with him from about 4:30
p.m. until about 5:15 p.m. again that afternoon.

He strongly believes that Vince Foster’s body was lying near
cannon #1 on the night of July 20, 1993. He believes it was
transported to the park from another location.

He believes that Gonzalez and Dr. Hout accurately described
where the body was, and that is somewhat corroborated by Ashford.
He believes that the park police were instructed to say that the
body was near the second cannon.

He said we ought to look real hard at the body being brought
through the back entrance. I drew a little diagram. He calls the
small gate entrance through the low fence on the chain bridge
roadside to be the back entrance. A car cannot drive through it,
but you can park there.

He thinks the body may have been carried from that entrance to
the location near cannon #1. He describes it as almost a straight
line.

As he had told me that morning, he believes that "CW" may be
a part of what went on. He said that CW may have been assigned to
park his van on the chain bridge roadside and to watch until the
people brought the body to the back entrance.

He says that from 4:30 on, there was somebody monitoring the
main parking lot, a Mexican-American looking guy. He said the
Dixie mafia is notorious for using people like this.

He said that one of the keys in uncovering the cover-up is to
get one or more to tell the truth about where the body was found
that night.

I asked him why he thought that they would said it was by
cannon #2, if it was near cannon #1. He said that the park police
are pretty inept, and never thought that there would be various

investigatiGia # Rbhe (URTS 16371) B0cid’ 70105852 Page 18

As to Foster’'s state of mind, Ruddy has noted that originally



everybody said they couldn’t believe that Foster had killed
himself, with none indicating that he was depressed. Now, almost
unanimously, everybody said he was obviously depressed.

He said that the source Deepwater has stated that a few days
after the death, Bernie Nussbaum got everybody together in the
counsel’s office and said, "Vince Foster was depressed - that's
what you need to say."

I showed him the little booklet from the Center for American
Values, which talked about a source within the White House named
Deepwater. Ruddy said that Deep Water apparently was a young man
who worked in the White House counsel’s office, who was a holdover
from the Bush administration, and had not left vet. Ruddy said
that Deepwater is one of the main sources for the little book by
Debra Stone entitled "Slick Willie." She has also just released
another book called "Slick Willie II."

Ruddy said that officer Ferstl signed the original report,
although he didn’t have a clue about what they had put in there.
Ruddy said that signing an official report that you can’t vouch for
might possibly be criminal, and that may be a way to put pressure
on Ferstl, who he again described as a weak link.

Ruddy believes that the park police were told to say that the
body was found near the second cannon. He said that they were also
told just to throw in anything they wanted to add to the Fiske
people. He said that obviously Gonzalez didn’'t see a gunshot wound
in the head, although he may have told the FBI that when the Fiske
team was investigating.

Ruddy talks often with Ambrose Pritchard, and, in fact, got a
call from him while we were talking in the afternoon. He said that
Ambrose was different than most Englishmen. He said he is more
excitable, whereas the stereotypical Englishman is more reserved.
He said that Pritchard believes that Clinton is a crook, and his
editors have encouraged him to keep writing stories. He said that
Pritchard had done much more work on the Arkansas phase of things
than he (Ruddy) had.

Ruddy said that some people had written stories about all the
murders that have occurred in Arkansas. The only one Ruddy thinks
may have a link to Foster is the murder of Jerry Parks. He was
murdered supposedly as he was turning left off of Chenal Parkway
onto Highway 10, Cantrell Road. He did say that Parks had sort of
a sordid past himself.

Ruddy told me that the Wall Street Journal had won their
lawsuit concerning getting release of the original "note,"
supposedly recovered in the White House counsel’s office on July
26 Ruddy said that the Justice Department was appealing that

the originTORHAODEILRTS 16371/ QotRl 7ADEBE 2 P 16 117 =, CoFY o

copy of it, at Carl Stern’s office in the Justice Department.



Ruddy said that everybody has read that there were 27 pieces
recovered, and one little piece was missing. It was originally
reported that this perhaps had been where a signature was, although
Ruddy says it was not a big enough piece to contain a signature.
He also said he had heard that Betsy Pond, secretary in the legal
counsel’s office, had remarked when she first saw this note that it
was not Vince’s writing.

2 I asked Ruddy if he knew John Crudele of the New York Post.
He said that he used to work with Crudele. He said that Crudele
had gotten kind of wild in his stories and had recently done a
story promoting Larry Nichols.
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Screened

Pv: David Paynter Date:
12-03-2009
May 11, 1995
From: H. Ewing
To: File
Re: Christopher Ruddy

Met C.Ruddy at Shoney’s at 0730 this date; talked until about

0940.

Ruddy originally from Long Island. Attended Catholic school.
Graduate of St. John’s - major: history. Masters - London ...
economics. Taught school in NY for 2 years. Fellowship in

Islamic literature. Did story exposing falsity of PBS-type story
on black U.S. soldiers liberating concentration camps at end of
WWII. Murdock hired him at NY Post. 1 year there; did stories,
and then started stories on Foster.

Gave him my background in USAO, corruption prosecutions,
BRILAB leak investigations (he does not think much of Buck Revell),
USA, Bush, leaving USAO, Ray-King project (Baden getting $7,000 a
day on Simpson case); etc.

Gave him background of my coming to OIC; overview role;
Hubbell; call on 1-20 re: getting involved in VF death; brief in
LR; 2-6 FMP; 2-13/14 MR; consult re: witnesses even when back
probs., active in GJ, etc. Investigation not over; no conclusion
yet.
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May 11 - p.2

Told him I had read a lot of his articles, as well as
articles, etc. by others. Have read alot of Clinton books, as I
did in the MLK-JER matter. Take all into consideration.

Mentioned reporting of inaccurate info, such as RH v. LH. He
said original source was Boston Globe. He said he mentioned it
early on, but not recently. Pointed out Wheeler’s stmts along
those lines on the Strategic Investments video.

He does not think Larry Nichols credible, i. e. on the Clinton
Chronicles.

He likes and talks with Pritchard, but is not pursuing some of
the things AP is.

Thinks it should be pursued as a homicide investigation,
rather than a suicide. That is what the experts say you normally
do. I told him:

At this point, if I announced we are now pursuing it as a
homicide investigation, and then took investig. steps, a,b,c,d,e,f,
and g. What difference would there be if we continued as we are,
and did a,b,c,d,e,f,g. No difference.

Hypothetically, if there are "bad guys" - either in some cover
up or worse, it is not all bad for them to think they have
"escaped."

We are pursuing the truth, and Ken is definitely committed to
that. We are doing a number of things, which I can not divulge.
Told him that Brett Kavanaugh had been doing Foster documents,
prior to departure of Miguel, although he was pretty familiar with
the death investigation. He then was asked to be involved with me
in the death investigation.

Ruddy said he had been told that Miguel was doing the death
and documents investigation. I told him that was not correct. He
repeated it again like he had that on good authority. I told him
MR was familiar with documents investigation, but he was not the
main person involved with it.

Ruddy does not think much of the credibility of the CW.

| His "palms up-no

gun" story tends to show it was a suicide, as that is normally how
a suicide would look (the gun would not be in the hand).

I pointed out to Ruddy that I was a little surprised that he
and others had not made a bigger deal out of CW’s "palms up, no
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links", by confronting them, etc. |

gun" story. It CW is truthful, then at 5:40, there was no gun in
Foster’s hand; but the USPP reported they found a gun in the hand.
This would tend to show some sort of staging. Ruddy acknowledged
this, but his view is that CW is 1lying, and may be part of
something.

Ruddy has relative who were policemen, including his father.

In the parking lot, we went over his information about the
body being found about 20 feet from Cannon #1, as opposed to where
it has been reported at Cannon #2. He said he interviewed Gonzalez
early on before anyone knew this was a big issue. Gonzalez drew
him a map, which he has not published. Gonzalez says he went to
the ‘left, while Hall and Fornshill went to the right. Gonzalez
says he found the body, and then called the other 2 over.

Haut drew a map for Reed Irvine, which matched the map
Gonzalez drew for Ruddy. Ashford told Ruddy that he did not see
any cannon near the body.

The FBI did not excavate to the depth they said. The roots
are still there.

There has always been a dirt trail leading down the berm from
Cannon #2.

I mentioned to him following up on the gun. Although no
positive i.d., family member has stated that Foster Sr., had a gun
just like the one found at the Park. No prints on outside, but a
print elsewhere. I said (mistakenly) that we had no prints of
Foster. Ruddy said he understood that prints were taken of Foster
in the autopsy room. [Brett told me later that morning that we did
have fingerprints of Foster, but not his palmprints. He does not
think prints taken at autopsy.)

Ruddy says we should try to develop evidence through the "weak

When I told Ruddy about hurting my back in FMP, and being
incapacitated physically from Feb. 7-18, I told him about
consulting with Touhey and Kavanaugh, who then put the witnesses
in, with my input. Ruddy said he had wondered why Touhey had been
going in with witnesses. He has spoken with at least one witness
who was questioned by Touhey in the GJ. He said that Haut said
that Touhey did not ask him the appropriate follow on questions.

Ruddy thinks that you pursue a case like this from a homicide

standpoint - to find the perpetrators - and that you don’t spend
alot of time on motive on the front end.
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I told him that whether it was a suicide or a homicide, what
was going on in Foster’s life, and what he was working on, is very
relevant to our overall investigation. He said you need to catch
the perpetrators first, then look at motive. I told him that you
need to see what he was doing in order to see who might have had a
motive to coverup, or worse. That is the point when we talked
about Pritchard’s info about Systematics, Switzerland, etc.

l Lee

Bowman, Jr., son of Sharon, said he was familiar with his
grandfather’s guns and doesn’t remember one like the one at FMP.
The lawyer representing the Fosters now would want to cover things.

He thinks the FBI just wanted to validate the suicide version.
The only agents name he mentioned was Colombell.

[He asked me in the end if I knew Ed McAteer in Memphis. Told
him I did. Ruddy met him through Washington breakfasts]
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On May 11, Ruddy said that Revell was feared then and now
within the FBI.

Revell, who is an ex Marine, always wanted to use military
tactics.

At some point Revell advocated training agents in the use of
tanks.

When Waco came up, Revell was SAC in Dallas. He said it was
a perfect situation for agents to use tanks.

Agents were trained for a month to do this. The tanks
supposedly were going to punch holes in the wall. Instead they
pushed on the walls til they fell down, igniting the Kkerosene
inside, and the fire ensued.

Revell is frequent guest of TV shows, and was on 60 Minutes
this past Sunday.

He supposedly was one of the ones trying to work to get rid of
Judge Sessions.
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May 11, 1995

"\\Brett called me in Little Rock. Asked if I could ask Ruddy
for the number for Robert Reeves.

Téiged to Ruddy by phone about 11:00 am:

Robert. Reeves - hard of hearing - |

Home:

Mobile:

Wife’s mobile:

Tyrone Brown, the Park supervisor, knows Reeves well.

[Passed all of this to Brett shortly thereafter]
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Memorandum Office of the Independent Counsel

To - The File Date  4/4/95
From :  Debbie Gershman
Subject: Meeting with Chris Ruddy

I met with Chris Ruddy on Saturday, April 1, 1995 from
4:00-6:00 p.m. at Kirby’s Restaurant in West Little Rock. Chris
is probably in his late 30's, has reddish brown hair and blue
eyes.

Chris spoke a little about himself. He spent some time
overseas - received his degree in Economics at a school in
England. He also has a Masters in politics. Chris does not have
a journalism background. He taught social studies at a school in
New York. There was a lot of tension between the teachers and
the principal at the school. Chris was voted president of the
teachers’ union and eventually got rid of the principal.

Chris’ first experience in journalism involved a PBS
documentary on the liberation of Buchenwald. The story came out
at a time when the tension between the Jewish and black
population in New York was very high. According to this
documentary, black soldiers were the ones who liberated
Buchenwald. Chris received a telephone call from a friend who
said that the story was just not true. Chris started looking
into the story, called some of the black soldiers who were part
of the documentary and found out that they were in the war but
did not, in fact, liberate Buchenwald. The soldiers informed
Chris that they told PBS that they did not liberate Buchenwald
but PBS ran the story that way. After more research, Chris
publicly exposed the story as being untrue.

Next, Chris did some investigative reporting on the
sterilization of dental instruments. It was discovered that
simply dipping the instruments in alcohol did not kill the HIV
virus. Now, all dentists heat sterilize the dental instruments.

The Foster investigation is the only thing Chris is
working on at the present time. He became interested in this
case because of all of the inconsistencies, unanswered questions
and improper handling of the death scene.

Chris does not want to be put in the same category as
Larry Nichols, Ambrose Evans Pritchard, Terry Reed, etc. Chris
says he is different because he does not print anything until he
thoroughly checks out the story. He is also not "held hostage"
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to a source - all of his sources are identified and therefore he
doesn’t have to promise to write something a certain way in order
to keep a relationship going with a confidential source. I asked
Chris if he believed in the conspiracy theory - that 30 or so
deaths could be attributed to Bill Clinton. Chris said he
doesn’t believe that Clinton was responsible for all the deaths.
However, he does think that there is something strange about all
of those deaths, especially Jerry Parks.

Chris heard that no death scene photos were taken at
Fort Marcy Park. He spoke with several detectives and law
officers who said that every death is supposed to be treated as a
homicide, not a suicide, and that death scene photos are always
taken. Chris even had someone go to the Park Police photo lab to
look for the negatives since all the negatives are kept on file
there. This person found no negatives. Chris later learned that
the film was underexposed and therefore not on file.

Chris was amazed that we hadn’t interviewed Robert
Reeves. Mr. Reeves is a black man who works at Fort Marcy Park.
Supposedly, about 20-25 years ago, Mr. Reeves was walking through
. Fort Marcy Park, saw some trash laying around and started
 cleaning it up. He has been taking care of the park ever since.
| Reeves was not working the day Foster’s body was found. Reeves
i told Chris that he knew of only one white van that came through

' the park and that it belonged to KDK(?) Construction. Reeves
‘said] |

Chris was also bothered by the fact that our
investigators didn’t interview the neighboring homes around Fort
Marcy Park. The only residence approached by our investigators
was the Saudi Ambassador’s home. There are several other homes
in the area and someone may have heard or seen something that
day.

Chris feels that Mr. Fiske may have been manipulated
into saying the death was a suicide. A lot of standard procedure
investigative work was not done. Witnesses were not brought
before the grand jury and Chris feels that the investigation was
not taken seriously. Chris spoke with Ellen Pollock who told him
that Rod Lankler said the report would be done mid-April. Since
the office had only opened in March, Chris took this to mean that
Mr. Fiske had already made the decision that the death was a
suicide. The pathologist panel wasn’t hired until sometime in
June. Chris spoke with Dr. Luke who told him that the
pathologists only met together once to review the evidence.

There are two main areas that bother Chris:
(1) The location of the body. Different people
remember the body being in different positions. There

was no soil found on Foster’s shoes. How could he have
walked through the park and not gotten any dirt on his
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shoes? Why was the gun still in his hand? Some people
say there was no blood. Others say that when the body
was moved, there was a great deal of blood under the
head.

(2) The exit wound. Chris spoke with a friend of
Vincent Foster’s in Little Rock who lifted the body
from the casket to see the exit wound. This person
said that there was a dime-sized hole at the base of
the neck. This is consistent with an execution-style
hit.
S Chris said he heard that the team got together about
two weeks ago and watched his "Death of Vincent Foster" video.
Chris heard that Hick Ewing made the comment during that viewing
that they got the left hand fact wrong. [When I briefed Brett
Kavanaugh on this part of my conversation with Chris, Brett told
me that they had gotten together to watch the video and Hick had
spoken with Ambrose Evans Pritchard and told him that Foster was
not left-handed. Chris and Ambrose speak often.]

I asked Chris what he thought about the death - did he
believe Foster was murdered? Chris said he would not go so far
to say that Foster was murdered; however, there were too many
unanswered questions and inconsistencies to rule out anything.

I asked Chris what he was going to spend his time on
after all of this is over. He said he doesn’t know what he’ll
do, but he will quit investigative journalism. People are always
trying to discredit him. Chris said he lost his job at the New
York Post because of this and in the long run, his stories proved
to be accurate.

Chris said that Mr. Fiske must have thought Hale was in
danger because he had an FBI guard assigned to Hale when he was
in town. Obviously, Ken Starr must believe the same as he has an
FBI guard on Hale also.

Chris said he heard that Rod Lankler left the team
abruptly and that he was told he was not welcome on the new team.
I told Chris he was way off on that, that Rod had gone back to
his law firm before Mr. Fiske was replaced. I explained that
Rod’s firm is very small, he is a named partner and had to get
back to his firm. I told Chris that Rod would come in one or two
days a week or whatever was needed for the investigation (under
Mr. Fiske).

Chris asked if Rusty was still with our office. I told
him that Rusty was back at his law firm. Chris said he thought
that Rusty was one of the lawyers who stayed after Ken Starr took
over. I said that Rusty was there through the transition but he
also needed to get back to his law firm.
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I explained to Chris that everyone was on his/her own
timetable in the investigation. Not everyone could commit to
being a part of the investigation until the end. Each person
made his/her own commitment for the time he/she could be away
from his/her firm.

Chris asked how many attorneys there were. I said
about 15. He said, "still?"

Chris said that he spoke with several people about Ken
Starr and feels his is a very honest, honorable, good man. He
also likes Mark Tuohey. Chris feels that this team is a lot more
aggressive than the Fiske team and says the fact that there is a
grand jury now is proof of that fact.

Chris thought that I was a Starr appointee. Someone
told him that I had worked with Ken Starr for years. I told
Chris that I actually started last March in Washington, DC under
Mr. Fiske and transferred to Little Rock last August.

J [When I was briefing Ken Starr, he
mentioned that Congressman Leach has flagged Mena and drug
activities as an area of potential interest.]

Chris said he is working on two stories which will be
in print in the next week or two. He said we wouldn’t like the
stories but to tell Ken Starr that it’s nothing personal. I
asked Chris to fax us the stories when they are ready.
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A Special Report on the Vincent Foster Case
Reprinted from Pittsburgh’s Tribune-Review

Wednesday, April 5, 1995

By Cliristopher Ruddy
POR THE TRIBUNE-REVIEW

WASHINGTON—Doublts have arisen
concerning the intagrity of documents
prepared by speclal counsel Robert
Fiske’s staff and the FBI in the invesu-
gation of the death of depnty White
House couusel Vincenl W. Fuster Jr.

Two experts who worked clogely with
Fiske's stafl and FBI1 agents searching
the McLean, Va., park where Foster’s
body was discovered, have offered sub.-
stantially differenl accounts of the
cvents than what has been presented in
nfficial doctimenre

Ou April 4, 1994, 16 individuals from
the FBI lab went to Fort Marcy Park
“lo conducl & search in the area where
Toster’s body was found,” according 1o
the Fiske report.

Searchers were looking for the bullet
Fostcr allcgedly had fired, bone [rag-
ments {rom a large exit wound and
blood resldue in the soll from a “large
pool of blood.™ Neither the bullct nor
hone fragmenis were found. The Fiske
report pave uo wlormation about blowd
residue,

Their search. including their claim to
have cxcavatcd the path where the
body was said to have been found, had
been cited das an example of the
painstaking efforts made by Fiske's
investigators 10 uncover facts surround-
ing the case.

EXCAVATION DISPUTED

But two members of the search
1eam—Robert Sonderman, a National
Parl Service scnior staff archacologist,
and Dr. Doug Owsley, a forcosic
anthropologist with the Smithsonian
Institution—eantradicr rhar claim

Sonderman accompdnied (he search

Fiske Probe’s
Excavation Challenged

party to ensure the historical site was
protected and artifacts were preserved.
Sonderman said he has extensive expe-
rience with meral detestor searches and
advised the FBI on how 0 14y out 2
gearch grid of the area. He was present
when the ground was scanned by detec-
tors and mctal objects were flagged and
subsequently unearthed,

Owsley’s role was 1o assist in the
scarch for bone fragments and o deter-
mine if such (ragments were of human
origin, He said he regularly works with
the FBI.

Both men said that, because of their
uuique Gaiuing aud experlise, tiey
spent the entire period of the gearch as
a integral part of Fiske's (eam.

Both experts deny that the focal point
of the investigation—the excavation of
the pathway, Including the area where
the body was found—cver took placc.
They said there wac suparficial digging
al the location—but only at specific
[agged sites.

Sonderman also denies the search
caded April 4, as noted in au FBI
report, He said the project was unfin-
ished by day’s end and was therzsfore
cxtended into the following day.

Conceming the search far hone frag-
weuts, Owsley said (here was “nu rea-
son” for digging, because thege types of
particles should have been on the sur-
face or lightly covered by brush and the
like.

As for he ¢laimed silling, he said, this
amountcd to largely “reking” the
ground.

Page 47 of the Fiskc report claims
“the area immediately beneath where
Foster's body was found was searched
by digging and hand-sifting the soil and
other debris FBI lab personnel excavat-
cd to a depth of approximately 18 inch-

es, searching the soil with various
screening methods”

An FBI report in the Fiske dncuments
also claiws e arca wus excavaled.

It reade: “The entire area of the path
where the body was positioned was
excavated dawa to approximately 15-18
inches, the soil and roots removed and
then meticulously hand searched by
various screcning methods.”

These descriptions clearly imply that
at least 22 cubic feet of soil was
unearthed --weighing more than a half
& lon—on the pathway alone, and then
carcfully sifted.

Bur Owsley remembered no excava.
lion and recalled no cutting or removal |
of the root stcms that prolifcrarc in the
area A recent examination of the area
revealed that the root stems on the
pathway were undisturbed.

“It was an intensive survey,” Owsley
recalls, but Ly no weans the eacavation
that had been claimed. Sonderman also
described the search as a “survey.”

Owsley said the Iaske team concen-
trated its elforts not on the pathway
where the body was sald 1o have been
found, but at the bottom of a hill where
[ragmenis might have hean washed hy
1aiu and on e vibier side of e Lill'y
crest, where bone malerial [rom the
back ot Foster’s head might have been
throwa by the bullet's eaplosion.

“There was very little digging."
Sondcrman said. He 101d of OQwsley’s
removal of “overburden.™ his term [or
the foliage and other surface material.

Souderwan rewewbered sifting of
turface material only with a wire-mech
box with a 1/4-inch screen.

Sonderman confimned Owsley’s state-
ment that no roots were cut.

“They (the FBI) worked around
them,” he said.

He added that investigators 100k
great pains to protcct the historic
nature of the site and did not disturb
the many root s(ems, gven in the imme-
diate area where Foster's body was said
Lo have been found.

Asked if digging at the sitc went Lo
the 15- to 18-inch mark claimed in tha
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Fiske report, Sonderman was emphatic:
“No way.”

Nor, according to Sonderman, did the
investigators seem to feel a need (o dig
deeply. He recalled FBI lab personnel
saying the fircd bullct should have been
found either on the surface or no morc
than an inch or (wo below the swiface,

A scport in the Fiske documents with
hand-writlen notations bears out
Sonderwan's 1ecollection—indicating
that numerous bullets recoverad at the
site were tound at deplhs of 2 10 4 inch-
2N

In all, Fiske's staff collected 12 mod-
ern-day bulletls from the area, as well ds
dozcns of Civil War artifacts.

Fiske, in his reporl, gave no explana-
tjon as to how su wauy wetal objects
could ba recovered in an arsa the Park
Police claimed to have searched.

Fiske, asked about the discrepancy
between his report and what the two
experts said, declined 10 comment. He
did say he stands behind the accuracy of
his report.

Fiske's was not the first search of the
site.

Tn a deposition before the Senate
Baukiup Cojuuuitiee, SgL Robert Rule of
the Park Police said that two days after
Foster's death he, another detective and
two technicians searched 30 squarc
yards of the area where Foster’s hody
was said 10 have been found.

NO MINOR MATTER

Tormer DI agent William F. Rocmer
Jr. believes the discrepancies hetween
\he Fiske report and the tesumony of
Owsley and Sonderman i¢ no minor
malter.

“I'd certainly get to the bottom of
thig” caid Roemer, who is the mast dec-
orated of all living former FBI agenis.

Rocmer, with 35 years of investigative
experience, doubts the Fiske report was
deliberately falsified.

Siill, “thc discrepancy can’t be
ignored.” he caid.

Bchoing those scutiweuts is Thomas
Scorza, a [ormer federal prosecutor and
current prolessor of legal ethics at the
University of Chicago.

“It’s real sepions.” he said. “lt's not 4
small matier. An excavalion is a very
specific maneuver.”

Scorza said that whilc many were pre-
scat the day of the scarch, only one per
<on wrate the reporl which should have

been reviewad hy ane ar mnre supervi-
sory personnel at the scene.

In cascs like this, he said, he likes to
believe inaccuracies are a result ot
“incompetence™ rathes than purposcful
misrepresentation.

He suggested that reports of this
nature are sometimes embellished.

“As 2 burcancratic thing, a supervisory
person does it with the motive to make
their work look morc thorough,” Scorza
said.

He said it is essentlal that investigatons
for Fiske's replacement, independent
eannsel Kanneth Starr, interview every-
one at the park the day of the scarch
and ack them point blank. “What hap-
pened?”

Scorza said discrcpancics of this type
are “worrisome” in light of ather dis-
crepancies. such as the matier of blood
found undcr Foster’s body.

ANOTHER CHALLENGE

In January, the Tribnne-Review report-
ed on the discrepancy bewween the wed-
ical cxaminer’s observation of blood
under Foster’s hody and the characten-
zalivn of those observations in the Tiske
feport,

A key part of the June 30, 1993, Flske
report notes that: “At approximately
7:40 p.m., Dr. Donald Hant, the Fairfax
County Medical Examiner, arrived al
the sccne 10 cxamine the body. At that
point, Foster's hady was rolled aver and
those present observed a large pool of
blood located on the ground where
Foster's head had been. Haut observed 2
laige e¢xit wound in the back of the
ckull.”

But ip an interview in January, Haur,
the ounly traincd medical profcssional on
the scene that night, gave a markedly
different account, recalling thal wheu
Foster's body was rolled over. he
ohsarved a small amount ot blood on
(e ground.

“Thare wa¢ not a hell of a lot of blood
....” he said, noling that “most of it had
congealed” on the back of the victim's
head He added that what hlond was vis-
ible, appeared “matted” o the back of
the head.

According 1o pathology experts. a lack
of blood could meau that the body was
either moved to where it was fonnd—or
even that the deceased had dicd by
means other than gunshot.

Haut's statements to the Tribune-

Review. as well as a staicment made 10
au FBI agent working with the Fiske
invastigators, indicate his observations
may have been misrepresented in the
Fiske report.

On April 12, 1994, according tn Fiske
investigadon records, Haut (0ld Fiske's
FBI invcstigators that when Foster’s
hndy was rolled over, he saw “blood
around Lhe back of Fuster's head,” which
he described as being “matted and clot-
ted ... the volume ot which was smail”

Ou the critical issue of the amount of
blood on the ground underneath the
body. Haut's statement contains no ref-
crence (o having obscrved any blood on
the ground.

This would indicate that FBI ageats
never asked Haut about the matter or
that his response was omulted.

Staws is cusreutly conducting a grand
jury investigation into Foster’s death
and has been reviewing the investga-
tions of both the IMark Policc and the
Fiske group.

Both probes ruled Foster died of 8
self-inflicted gunshot wound fired pear a’
Civil War cannnn at Foart Marcy on July
20,1993.

But both of these rulings have been
challenged by a number of authorities.

The issuc of whether the excavation of
the site took place has an important
pearing on the current investgaton by
Starr, according to a sourcc familiar with
the investigation.

Fiske has accepred the Park Policc
report that Foster's body was found on a
dirt path directly in front of what is
known locally as (he “second canaon,”
though several witnesses claimed the
body was actually found some 200 eet
away, closer to the “first canaon” in the
park.

Starr's invesligators have not taken
seriously the disputed issuc of the body's
Iocation partly because they helieve that
the second cannon Site=—tven though it
scems inconsistent with photographs
showing heavy foliage around the
Vody—*has chaaged significantly” a
source close to the investigation said.
Oune facior cited for the chanye in vege-
tation around the second cannon site
had heen the Fiske “excavation.”

But others familiar with the pathway
said it has been a dirt path etched hy
ool stems—virtually devoid ol vegeta-
tion for many years.
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4/3/95

Chris Ruddy

Pittsburgh Tribune Review

718-229-8209

Chris spoke with Mark Tuohey today and received a "no
comment" to the following questions. He wanted to know if Judge
Starr would have any comment.

s

Any comment as to why Miguel Rodriguez quit in
mid-March?

Has anyone else 1left the Foster part of the
investigation? If so, was it related to concerns
about how the investigation is being conducted?
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