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ENROLLMENT CARDS FOR THE
FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES
1898-1914

On 93 rolls of this microfilm publication are reproduced
the enrollment cards that were prepared by the staff of the
Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes between 1898 and 1914.
These records are part of Records of the Bureau of Indian Affairs,
Record Group (RG) 75, and are housed in the Archives Branch of
the Federal Archives and Records Center, Fort Worth, Tex.

An act of Congress approved March 3, 1893 (27 Stat. 645),
authorized the establislment of the Commission to negotiate
agreements with the Cherokee, Choctaw, Chickasaw, Creek, and
Seminole tribes providing for the dissolution of the tribal
governments and the allotment of land to each tribal member.
Senator Henry L. Dawes of Massachusetts was appointed Chairman
of this Commission on November 1, 1893, after which it has
commonly been referred to as the Dawes Commission.

The Commission was authorized by an act of Congress approved
June 28, 1898 (30 Stat. 495), to prepare citizenship (tribal
membership) rolls for each tribe. These final rolls were the
basis for allotment. Under this act, subsequent acts, and
resulting agreements negotiated with each tribe, the Commission
received applications for membership covering more than 250,000
people and enrolled more than 101,000. The tribal membership
rolls were closed on March 4, 1907, by an act of Congress approved
on April 26, 1906 (34 Stat. 370), although an additional 312
persons were enrolled under an act approved August 1, 1914.

The Commission enrolled individuals as '"citizens" of a tribe
under the following categories: Citizens By Blood, Citizens by
Marriage, New Born Citizens By Blood (enrolled under an act of
Congress approved March 3, 1905), Minor Citizens By Blood (enrolled
under an act of Congress approved April 26, 1906), Freedmen
(former black slaves of Indians, later freed and admitted to
tribal citizenship), New Born Freedmen, and Minor Freedmen.
Delaware Indians adopted by the Cherokee tribe were enrolled as
a separate group within the Cherokee. Within each enrollment
category, the Commission generally maintained three types of
cards: "'Straight' cards for persons whose applications were
approved, '"D" cards for persons whose applications were considered
doubtful and subject to question, and "R" cards for persons
whose applications were rejected. Persons listed on "D" cards
were subsequently transferred to either 'Straight" or "R"
cards depending on the Commission's decisions. All decisions
of the Commission were sent to the Secretary of the Interior
for final approval.



An enrollment card, sometimes referred to by the Commission
as a ''census card,'" records the information provided by individual
applications submitted by members of the same family group or
household and includes notation of the actions taken. The
information given for each applicant includes name, roll number
(individual's number if enrolled), age, sex, degree of Indian
blood, relationship to the head of the family group, parents'
names, and references to enrollment on earlier rolls used by
the Commission for verification of eligibility. The card often
includes references tc kin-related enrollment cards and notations
about births, deaths, changes in marital status, and actions
taken by the Commission and the Secretary of the Interior.
Within each enrollment category, the cards are arranged numerically
by a '"field" or "census card" rumber, which is separate from

the roll number. The index to the final rolls, which is repro-
duced on roll 1 of this publication, provides the roll number

for each person while the final rolls themselves provide the

census card numbers for each enrcllee. No indexes have been
located for the majority of the "D" and '"R" cards. There are

a few Mississippi Choctaw '"Identified" and '"Field Cards" as well

s some Chickasaw '"Cancelled" that refer tc persons never finally
enrolled.

Related Records

Also in RG 75 are the rest of the records of the Dawes
Commission that were created in the field or in the Washington
Cffice of Indian Affairs. The former are housed in Fort Worth,
Tex. Of these, some have been deposited with the Oklahoma
Historical Society, although remaining within Federal custody.

Related records in other record groups include correspondence
relating to enrollment, which is contained in Records of the
Office of the Secretary of the Interior, RG 48. This group also
contains the final rolls as approved by the Secretary of the
Interior, which have been reproduced as National Archives Micro-
film Publication T529. Records relating to opinions of the
Attorney General and actions in Federal courts with respect to
the Commission's enrollment authority and activities are contained
in General Records of the Department of Justice, RG 60.

Barbara Leahy and Edna Turner arranged the records for
filming. The introductory remarks were written by Kent Carter
and edited by Robin Zeltner.
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Roll Description: Category Census Card Number
1 Index to the Final Rolls
and Final Rolls
2 Cherokee By Blood 1-805
3 Cherokee By Blocod 806-1645
4 Cherokee By Blood 1646-2461
5 Cherokee By Blood 2462-3293
6 Cherokee By Blood 3294-4027
7 Cherokee By Blocd 4028-4847
8 Cherokee By Blood 4848-5661
9 Cherokee By Blood 5662-6303
10 Cherckee By Blood 6304-7140
11 Cherokee By Blood 7141-7961
12 Cherokee By Blood 7962-8794
13 Cherokee By Blood 8795-9634
14 Cherokee By Blood 9635-10461
15 Cherokee By Blood 10462-11132
16 Cherokee Minors By Blood 1-824
17 Cherokee Minors By Blood 825-1582
18 Cherokee Minors By Blood 1583-2331
19 Cherokee Minors 2332-3034
20 Cherokee Minors 3035-3684
21 Cherokee Minors 3685-4005
22 Delaware 1-382
Delaware D1-D50
Delaware R1-R5
Cherokee By Marriage 1-188
23 Cherokee By Marriage 189-288
Cherokee Freedmen 1-382
24 Cherokee Freedmen 383-814
25 Cherokee Freedmen 815-1231
26 Cherokee Freedmen 1232-1585
Cherokee Freedmen Minors 1-93
27 Cherokee Freedmen Minors 94-542
Cherokee D1-D267
28 Cherokee D268-D1062
29 Cherokee D1063-D1879
30 Cherokee D1880-D2711
31 Cherokee D2712-D3207
Cherckee R1-R336
32 Cherokee R337-R1168
33 Cherokee R1169-R1231
Cherokee Freedmen D1-D3838
34 Cherokee Freedmen D389-D811
35 Cherokee Freedmen D812-D1225
36 Cherokee Freedmen D1226-D1342
Cherokee Freedmen R1-R304
37 Cherokee Freedmen R305-R730



Roll Description: Category Census Card Number

3 Cherokee Freedmen R731-R1276

30 Choctaw By Blood 1-858

40 Choctaw By Blood £59-1718

41 Choctaw By Blood 719-2575

42 Choctaw By Blood 2576-3426

43 Choctaw By Rlood 3427-487

44 Choctaw By Blood 4288-5140

45 Choctaw By Blood 5141-56924

46 Choctaw By Bleood 5995-6109

Choctaw New Born By Blood 1-74¢

47 Choctaw New Born By Blood 747-1538

Choctaw Minor By Blood 1-73

48 Choctaw Minor By BDlood 74-914

49 Choctaw Minor By Blood 015-1325

Choctaw Freedmen 1-225

50 Choctaw Freedmen 226-659

51 Choctaw Freedmen 660-1098

52 Choctaw Freedmen 1099-1540

53 Choctaw Freedmen 1541-1602

Choctaw Minor Freedmen 1-.521

Choctaw D1-D238

54 Choctaw D235-D1009

Choctaw R1-R1C5

55 Choctaw RI1U6-R756

Choctaw Freedmen £1-D111

56 Choctaw Freedmen D112-D234

Choctaw Freedmen R1-R45

Mississippi Choctaw By Elood 1-540

57 Mississippi Choctaw By Blood 541-918
Mississippi Choctaw New Born

and Minor By Blood 1-372

Mississippi Choctaw Identified 1-11

Mississippi Choctaw Field Cards 1-110

58 Mississippi Choctaw Field Cards 111-564

Mississippi Choctaw D1-D74

Mississippi Choctaw RI-R351

59 Mississippi Choctaw R352-R1215

60 Mississippi Choctaw R1216-R2107

61 Mississippi Choctaw R2108-R3016

62 Mississippi Choctaw R3017-R3911

63 Mississippi Choctaw R3912-R4811

64 Mississippi Choctaw R4812-R5713

65 Mississippi Choctaw R5714-R6622

66 Mississippi Choctaw R6623-R7446

67 Chickasaw By Blood 1-662

68 Chickasaw By Blood 663-1424

69 Chickasaw By Blood 1425-1850

Chickasaw New Born By Blood 1-3321
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Chickasaw New Born By Blcod

Chickasaw
Chickasaw
Chickasaw
Chickawas
Chickasaw
Chickasaw
Chickasaw
Chickasaw
Chickasaw
Chickasaw
Chickasaw
Chickasaw

Minor By
Feedmen
Freedmen
Freedmen
Freedmen
Freedmen
Freedmen
Freedmen
Freedmen
Freedmen

Blood

Minor
Minor

Chickasaw Cancelled

Chickasaw

Creek
Creek
Creek
Creek
Creek
Creek
Creek
Creek
Creek
Creek
Creek
Creek
Creek
Creek
Creek

By Blood
By Blood
By Blood
By Blood
By Blood
By Blood

New Born By Blood
New Born By Blood
Minor By Blood

Freedmen
Freedmen
Freedmen
Freedmen
Freedmen
Freedmen

Creek
Creek
Creek
Seminole
Seminole
Seminole
Seminole
Seminole
Seminole

By Blood
Freedmen
Freedmen

Freedmen New Born
Freedmen New Born By Blood
Freedmen Minor By Blood

By Blood

New Born By Blood

Freedmen

New Born Freedmen

332-553
1-469
1-35
36-415
416-799
800-1178
1179-1522
1-84
85-517
D1-D130
R1-R9
R1-R57
R58-R111
1-219
D1-D455
1-662
663-1398
1399-2125
2126-2867
2868-3611
3612~4059
1-289
290-1171
1-688
1-358
359-740
741-1081
1082-1456
1457-1833
1834-1917
1-468
469-748
1-435
1-607
608-670
671-855
1-181
1-R5
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