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INTRODUCTION 
 
On the 86 rolls of this microfilm publication, M1889, are reproduced the Index 
Cards of the Numerical and Minor Files of the Department of State, 1906–1910. 
This index is listed and described in Entry 188 in National Archives Inventory No. 
15, Inventory of the General Records of the Department of State, 1789–1949. These 
index cards, and the records to which they refer, are part of the General Records of 
the Department of State, Record Group (RG) 59. 
 
 

BACKGROUND AND RECORDS DESCRIPTION 
 
From 1906 to 1910 the State Department used a numerical system for its Central 
Files, assembling and arranging individual documents by sequential case numbers 
and subnumbers. The files reflected the basic functions and the subjects of primary 
importance to the Department’s role in the conduct of U.S. foreign affairs. A sub-
ordinate, or minor, file was at the same time established for the routine administra-
tive functions of the Department and was arranged alphabetically by the source  
of correspondence. 
 
A full explanation of the file itself is found in the introduction to National Archives 
Microfilm Publication M862, Numerical and Minor Files of the Department of 
State, 1906–1910, for which this publication is both a finding aid and complement. 
 
This index is on 3- by 5-inch cards. Each card gives the name of the sender or the 
addressee, the date, and a brief summary of the message. It indicates whether the 
document is in the Numerical or the Minor File. For the Numerical File, the case and 
individual document numbers are given, separated by a slash (e.g., “8643\3”). For 
the Minor File, only the designation “Minor File” is provided. The cards are arranged 
alphabetically (by subject, by individual name, by Foreign Service post or country, 
or by Federal Government department), thereunder as “From” or “To,” and there-
under chronologically. The “From” and “To” designations are shown prominently  
in the index listings in the attached Table of Contents, along with the other essential 
elements about the files. The key information for the researcher is the Numerical 
File “case number” or the “Minor File” designation, located on the upper right 
corner of the index card. With this information, the desired files can then be located 
on the appropriate rolls of Microfilm Publication M862. 
 
A separate major index to this file is the “Purport List” of the Numerical File,  
1906–10 (Inventory No. 15, Entry 190). This index is arranged by the Decimal File 
scheme adopted by the Department of State in 1910 and is a cross-reference index  
to the preceding Numerical and Minor filing system. It has not been microfilmed. 
 
The Central Decimal File, which replaced the Numerical and Minor File in 1910, 
was a subject file with a numerical scheme. It was superior to its predecessor in all 
respects and remained the State Department’s primary filing system until 1963. 
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RELATED RECORDS 
 
NATIONAL ARCHIVES MICROFILM PUBLICATIONS 
 
M862, Numerical and Minor Files of the Department of State, 1906–1910 
 
 
TEXTUAL RECORDS IN THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
 
Other National Archives record groups containing records closely related to the 
Numerical and Minor Files and this card index include the Records of the Foreign 
Service Posts of the Department of State, RG 84; Records of International 
Conferences, Commissions, and Expositions, RG 43; and Records of Boundary  
and Claims Commissions, and Arbitrations, RG 76. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 3  

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
ROLL INDEX LISTINGS 
 
  1  Aa, J. Simon van der  –  Agriculture Department,  To:  June  29, 1908 
 
  2 Agriculture Department, To:  July 1, 1908  –  Allocco, Baffaele  
 
  3 Allowance  –  Aphthous Fever 
 
  4 Apia, From:  Aug. 6, 1906  –  Athens, From:  Feb. 15, 1907 
 
  5 Athens, From:  Mar. 5, 1907  –  Austrian Embassy, From:  Feb. 15, 1908 
 
  6 Austrian Embassy, From:  Feb. 18, 1908  –  Barcelona, To:  Mar. 20, 1908 
 
  7 Barcelona, To:  Mar. 28, 1908  –  Belgian Legation, To:  Dec. 21, 1906 
 
  8 Belgian Legation, To:  Jan. 3, 1907  –  Berne, From:  May 23, 1908 
 
  9 Berne, From: June 5, 1908  –  Boma, To:  July 19, 1910 
 
10 Boma, Misc.  –  Brazilian Embassy, To:  Nov. 14, 1908 
 
11 Brazilian Embassy, To:  Nov. 20, 1908  –  British Embassy, To:  Apr. 15, 1909 
 
12 British Embassy, To:  Apr. 16, 1909  –  Bulgaria, From:  May 13, 1909 
 
13 Bulgaria, From:  May 21, 1909  –  California 
 
14 California, University of, From:  Nov. 1, 1906  –  Carlsbad, To:  July 5, 1910 
 
15 Carlsbad, Misc.  –  Chefoo, To:  Feb. 3, 1908 
 
16 Chefoo, To:  Feb. 14, 1908  –  China, From:  Nov. 4, 1909 
 
17 China, From:  Nov. 5, 1909  –  Circular, To Certain Diplomatic Officers:  
  May 26, 1909 
 
18 Circular, To All Diplomatic and Consular  –  Cognac, To:  June 25, 1909 
 Officers:  May 28, 1909 
 
19 Cognac, To:  June 26, 1909  –  Commerce and Labor Dept.,  
  From:  Aug. 10, 1907 
 
20 Commerce and Labor Dept.,  –  Commerce and Labor Dept., 
 From:  Aug. 10, 1907 From:  Apr. 18, 1910 
 
21 Commerce and Labor Dept.,  –  Commerce and Labor Dept., 
 From:  Apr. 19, 1910 To:  Apr. 8, 1909 
 
22 Commerce and Labor Dept.,  –  Competition 
 To:  April 9, 1909 



 4  

ROLL INDEX LISTINGS 
 
23 Complaint, Consular  –  Consul General at Large, From:  July 7, 1909 
 
24 Consul General at Large, From:  July 14, 1909  –  Costanzi, Erminio 
 
25 Costellanor, Augustin  –  Cuba, To:  Jan. 25, 1909 
 
26 Cuba, To:  Jan. 28, 1909  –  Davis, H. B., From:  Dec. 31, 1909 
 
27 Davis, H. G.  –  Dominican Republic, From:  May 13, 1908 
 
28 Dominican Republic, From:  Jan. 30, 1909  –  Ecuador, From:  Apr. 7, 1908 
 
29 Ecuador, From:  Apr. 8, 1908  – Extra 
 
30 Extradition  –  Foochow, To:  Aug. 26, 1907 
 
31 Foochow, To:  Sept. 11, 1907  –  France, To:  May 29, 1908 
 
32 France, To:  June 1, 1908  –  Fuel 
 
33 Fuentes, Martin B.  –  German Embassy, To:  Jan. 29, 1908 
 
34 German Embassy, To:  Feb. 1, 1908  –  Gilchrist, Alexander Jr. 
 
35 Gilchrist, Warren L.  –  Great Britain, From:  Aug. 31, 1910 
 
36 Great Britain, To:  Aug. 15, 1906  –  Guadagno, Francesco 
 
37 Guadalajara, From:  June 10, 1907  –  Guggenheim, S. 
 
38 Guggenheim and Co.  –  Hamburg, From:  Oct. 29, 1907 
 
39 Hamburg, From:  Nov. 1, 1907  –  HAWAII, S.S. 
 
40 Hawaiian Claims  –  Hong Kong, From:  July 8, 1907 
 
41 Hong Kong, From:  July 10, 1907  – Imprisonment, Greece 
 
42 Imprisonment, Guatemala  –  Interior Dept., To:  June 27, 1910 
 
43 Interior Dept., To:  June 30, 1910  –  Italy, From:  Feb. 17, 1909 
 
44 Italy, From:  Feb. 18, 1909  –  Japan, From:  Feb. 17, 1910 
 
45 Japan, From:  Feb. 18, 1910  –  Johnson, Charles Stanley 
 
46 Johnson, D. S.  –  KAZEMBE, ship 
 
47 Kean  –  LaGuaira, From:  Jan. 30, 1907 
 
48 LaGuaira, From:  Feb. 2, 1907  –  Library of Congress, To:  Aug. 17, 1910 
 
49 Library of Congress, Misc.  –  Lowquist, Nels (Estate) 



 5  

ROLL INDEX LISTINGS 
 
50 Lowrey-Lowry-Lowery-Lowrie  –  Managua, From:  Mar. 12, 1907 
 
51 Managua, From:  Mar. 14, 1907  –  Masisian, Bagdasar 
 
52 Mason  –  Mexican Embassy, From:  Jan. 13, 1910 
 
53 Mexican Embassy, From:  Jan. 14, 1910  –  Mexico, To:  June 29, 1907 
 
54 Mexico, To:  July 2, 1907  –  Milan, To:  April 20, 1909 
 
55 Milan, To:  May 1, 1909  –  Mormon Basin 
 
56 Mormon Church  –  Nanking, From:  Apr. 15, 1907 
 
57 Nanking, From:  Apr. 6, 1907  –  Navy Dept., To:  Apr. 20, 1907 
 
58 Navy Dept., To:  Apr. 22, 1907  –  Netherlands, To:  May 4, 1909 
 
59 Netherlands, To:  May 19, 1909  –  Nice, From:  Dec. 30, 1908 
 
60 Nice, From:  Jan. 14, 1909  –  Ojeda, Jose Antonio 
 
61 Okabe, Viscount  –  Panama, To:  Mar. 16, 1909 
 
62 Panama, To:  Mar. 19, 1909  –  Pearson, Richmond 
 
63 Pearson, Roy R.  –  Pillow, Mary E. 
 
64 Pills  –  Post Office Dept., From:  Mar. 2, 1910 
 
65 Post Office Dept., From:  Mar. 7, 1910  –  Primo, Giusseppe de 
 
66 Prince (Personal Names)  –  Reichenberg, From:  Nov. 29, 1907 
 
67 Reichenberg, From:  Dec. 3, 1907  –  Roots, L. H. 
 
68 Roozendaal, Luez de  –  Russia, To:  Sept. 24, 1909 
 
69 Russia, To:  Sept. 27, 1909  –  St. Petersburg, From:  Aug. 13, 1910 
 
70 St. Petersburg, To:  Oct. 24, 1907  –  San Salvador, To:  Mar. 18, 1910 
 
71 San Salvador, Misc.  –  Seoul, From:  Aug. 7, 1908 
 
72 Seoul, From:  Aug. 8, 1908  –  Siam, From:  Oct. 2, 1908 
 
73 Siam, From:  Oct. 9, 1908  –  Spain, From:  Mar. 21, 1907 
 
74 Spain, From:  Mar. 22, 1907  –  State Dept. Solicitor, From:  Apr. 7, 1910 
 
75 State Dept. Solicitor, From:  Apr. 9, 1910  –  Supply Ships, Consular 
 
76 Supreme Court of Cuba  –  Tahiti, From:  July 2, 1909 



 6  

ROLL INDEX LISTINGS 
 
77 Tahiti, From:  July 17, 1909  –  Terry, Marion S. 
 
78 Terry, Robert John  –  Treasury Dept., From:  June 22, 1908 
 
79 Treasury Dept., From:  June 23, 1908  –  Treasury Dept., To:  May 25, 1909 
 
80 Treasury Dept., To:  May 26, 1909  –  Tripoli-in Barbary, From:  Mar. 3, 1910 
 
81 Tripoli, From:  Mar. 14, 1910  –  Turkey, Diseases 
 
82 Turkey, Taxes  –  Venezuela, From:  Mar. 23, 1907 
 
83 Venezuela, From:  Mar. 26, 1907  –  Wallis, E. W. 
 
84 Wallis, H. C.  –  Warsaw, From:  July 9, 1908 
 
85 Warsaw, From:  July 10, 1908  –  Winnepeg Development and Industrial  
  Bureau 
 
86 Winona Copper Company  –  Zwickey, W. F. 
 


