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msmonmmum FOR: Acting Director of Central Intelligence " '- 

-. 

FROM ' 

: .John H. Waller ~

A 

_ Inspector General " 

SUBJECT i House Select Committee on Assassinations (HSCA) 

l. This memorandum is to alert you to possible future difficul- ties with the HSCA during the period lying immediately ahead.j Some. . conscious consideration should be given to the problems that could -, 

arise as a result of the reported purpose for the two-month extension of the Committee's life. The attached Washington Post.story states " 

that the re~establishment of the Committee is: to work out a satisfacory budget, and to justify a full-fledged investigation. _ 
2. The difficulties that HSCA has experienced to date seem to have resulted from the tactics of Mr. Richard Sprague, the Staff Director and Chief Counsel of the Committee, as well as the projected 

- costs of his investigation. He has spoken in uninhibited terms about use of the polygraph and stress-measuring equipment; which has raised Congressional criticism about his lack of concern for civil liberties. From our point of view other statements attributed to him are equally disturbing. For instance, on l5 December 1976 he was quoted in the ' 

Los Angeles Times as making it clear that.the Committee reserved the right to reveal the identity of.undercover CIA agents. The New York Times on 6 January l977 quoted Representative Edwards‘ criticism of, Mr. Spragueis reported statement that the Committee would make infor- T 

mation public, chiefly through hearing$, even if the disclosures might affect individuals or government agencies only indirectly con- nected with the assassination. This presents the classic problem of protecting intelligence sources and methods." It does not reflect well on the responsibility of Mr. Sprague's conduct of the investigation, and ~ is inconsistent with early representations by him to Lyle Miller in- dicating an intention to respect our sensitivities about intelligence sources and methods. _' 

A 

3. During the period that Mr. Sprague was making his first plan for the investigation, including his budget request, there were a number of newspaper stories attributed to him or to HSCA sources alleging CIA withholding information from the Warren Commission. On l7 January l977 Jack Anderson and Les whitten in the washington Post 
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quoted Congressional investigators as saying that "the CIA deliberately ,- lied about some of the details that were furnished to the Commission." 
The story included the ridiculous allegation that CIA "offered to take~ over the Committee's security." None of these stories are consistent 
with what we understand and no attempt was made by HSCA personnel to j consider them with us." If we cannot take issue with the lies above,'we can express concern over security practices.i One of the early stories, of course, was the allegation insinuating that CIA had edited reports_ of intercepted Oswald conversations in Mexico City to suppress infor~ . 

A _ mation.- The Anderson column on 20 January claimed access to confidential
_ .HSCA “transcripts from interviews of witnesses? making it appear that _ 

--.-‘ 
CIA had fabricated evidence. . 

<= :- T,-*;?’ “ 
_ 

,_ 

‘ =l. - 

‘ 4. whatever the reliability of press attribution of these state- - 

ments to Mr; Sprague and his staff,-it is clear that he is responsible _= for statements contained in the 3l December l976 report of the HSCA. a It repeats the allegation concerning "documents withheld from the '--I 
warren Commission" on page 2, the clear inference being some sort of “ 
cover-up. Additionally, at page 5 the following statement appears: _

' 

i‘ 
_ 

"The Committee has been informed that the 
_ 

' 3“ 
Central Intelligence Agency alone is in 7 ‘ 

possession of more than 60 cartons of ’*
l material relating to the assassination of -‘ ‘V President Kennedy and the activities of i

. 

‘ 

C 

A 

Lee Harvey Oswald prior to that assassination." 
_ __ 

Mr; Sprague was briefed on 57 folders relating to the warren Com- » 

mission investigation and Oswald, some 60 cartons of material concern-» ing Cuban operations that had then been identified for review to see if gay of it related to the Kennedy assassination, and very small hold- ings in the Office of Security and the Office of the Inspector General.- This was explained to him explicitly. The statement in the HSCA report - 

may be considered as an exercise of some sort of license for the pur- pose of selling Mr} Sprague's budget, but it is felt that he did not - 

misunderstand what he was told and the statement in the report is a deliberate misrepresentation. . 

- ~ ~"'," g» 
_ 

f N
4 

5. It is noted that the large holdings on Cuban operations cover practically everything done in relation to Cuba during the period in = 

question. we are reviewing them solely for the purpose of ensuring ‘ 

ourselves that we have gone the last mile to determine if there was anything on Oswald or the Kennedy assassination that had not been . identified previously. Obviously practically none of this is a ~ ,. matter of proper interest for the HSCA,_although staff members may e insist upon access simply because we reviewed it. By extension similar demands could be made for all operations in Mexico City, because Oswald 
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. visited there for several days in September and October l963.‘ A similar ‘ 

- ‘problem might arise concerning operations in Paris, simply becauser ~ 

i 

' 

AMLASH/l was met there on a number of occasions. Depending on how 
E 

. ambitious and all-encompassing the curiosity of the investigators, we ‘ 

, conceivably could be confronted with demands for access to any Agency ] operations that might attract the interest of an investigator. -while -

_ 

i _ 

this may be a worse-case statement-of-the problem it is felt necessary ' 

i _ 

i to consider the possibility in order to be prepared if the question is
V I. presented. 

.1 6. None of the requisite arrangements and commitments now exist -" 
_ for the provision of access to and protection of Agency sensitive H 

_ 
materials. Indeed, Representative Christopher J. Dodd, a member of-- 

V, 
_ 

the HSCA, in the same 3l December report of the HSCA stated that "to “;.- '_ ,~ obtain the necessary raw information and documents, the Select Com- 
§§§§§ §» 

' 

. mittee should avoid the past experiences of other Congressional bodies - ~E%fi,' "which made ‘treaties’ with Federal agencies about access to information."_ "' 
7 There is no understanding about the investigative conduct towards -

“ 
1 former or present Agency employees in the protection of themselves or -' classified information from the aggressive approach of HSCA investi- “ gators.. There is no provision for security-review of such reports as HSCA may produce, nor commitments about releases to the press of clas- - 

t sified information. It is not even clear that HSCA has yet obtained
_ "professional security advice on the management of its affairs. ;-

’ 

' ' 
' 

7. On the basis of the past couple of months a rash of dramatic ileaks can be expected in the press, aimed at winning support from members of Congress by attacking the Agency and the FBI. Beyond that, _if HSCA staff members seek access to Agency personnel and documents, in the rush to "justify a full-fledged investigation,“ without having - 

~ established the basis for Agency cooperation, the difficulties can 
V 

~become significant. Such an eventuality must be anticipated, for if 
1 such a situation develops the Agency may be subjected to a concerted ‘ f campaign to 
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I Gonzalez '(D'-Tex.),"co'ming in,'." O'Neill-. yestergiay. however, that the ne.v_/1'es<>- 5 jsaid he hoped the committee would be 111501! -W85 £18515-£1'!éd "50 meet U19 "Obi 11-- ;1ble~to get -“untangled” by March 31 _' jections of Don Edwards and the givii ‘from the criticisms ofcivil libertariif 1ibl"l‘l‘l?1F__13Yi"-‘/3-'ll’§" and that HOUSE €0Yi~ ans and those who thin}: the" inquiry ser\_rativ_es'_<;0ncerned about the cost of-- J ijj that the W:zrrcn C0mmiSsion’s.co1z-:!u-_~ jwlll be too ‘costly; "_ ._-. 

_ -Z-f__;‘__ __'_ ;_-1; * the inquiry_ and its potential in:r;act”I1i-' 
T-»_1"Appr0vedlby the Rules Conimittee _°11 ihe and the CIA have ye. t-:1 lidwards, however, told the c0mmit- _:' .on a voicejote with Republican mem-- ' 

I be m@11l_f1<f1d-I =‘ ‘ 
I 

-i " 
-bets votingnay, the tw0~month e.\:ten- .- _-.“\\’e»iln.>:1k this malces it constit 

_ 
ision ofthe'investigati0n"i.nc1uded sfev-~ ‘~tl0"fl11Y 5<>¥\'1<1.".' PFBYQF ‘Said 05 U14? - 

_ ‘;3“§_ eral changes"-drafted to "satisfy con- I 0°ml1wmif§§- -'?Bu¢ it C1685 not meet lhe 5 ;~ gressional critics such as-"Rep. Don 
-_ Objections ifrom I the -“conservative 1 1?€}f§' Edwards (D-Calif), chairman of the " side,”he added. '1' "l'-. ~ i i Y": House ..Subcommittee.-orz=~~ Constitu-' --_---~-Some congressioiial critics-have 2%.: j>ti0l1al_and Civil Rights." 

, 
V 

4 

5 gested that the assassinations C()mmll;~ -‘_ Unlike the broadly worded 1'es0lu- 1 tee may be out to ~“get’f thefl-‘Bl a.n<l,-'j 

.- ~ _ - 
,1 

. . ~ . _ .. .~V , .- 
_ _

_ 

. . 
. . . ) 

.‘ ;f~‘_._ . 
>. 

.- 

_> '__-' 

THE WASllINGTO.\l POST
3

Q1 '.;l.s. 

,, 2 FEBRUARY ‘K57 7
' 

tee _to',,'_,.cletern1ine. ughetlxer _Iagencies 
3, such as the _FB_I and-the CLA withheld"- 

‘ inlormation from each other and_:?ron1_ 
*5 the Warren Commission.1n the“Kcn- 

nent evidence _\>qas'__o\/‘erlooked izr_.ei- 

> .. >- ~‘ '<-P%--- '-:'-.'i>~- 
..i_‘;;- '

- 

ncdy .assossination~ was Eccinccrn ed, ._ 

‘ ' 1:“ ~- 

_ 
. 

- tee he was satisficdthat the ‘new reso- 
u-~ ,1-lution' “complies with [the require?- 

»___. .-- , ,1» .-4.‘. ._; _. proccss.‘{;.A -; ji __ , _.‘.;l:, ._1;=,::__- ."',:.|:':~-‘___ 

- Preyer ‘aml ll? auntroy told reporters 
- careful loci-: at our "budget" if it is re-,. 

_ 
gods proposed $6.5 million budget ioi: 

_- _-.__, -__.-.v; | 

1?"--saill, cmphaslzing that he _'did not 
3....» 

,1/‘f 

on the clleap;'»?§~: - -_:~'*~=._'I~-Q .’__;' 

. Bolling fDl"QC(lSl.'-Zl'Sl.lff debate-"on ' the House’-llokor that could cusily get 
out of hand in view of the-"_vi0l€ntly 
committee should be re-e3lablisl'1ed_;:: 
.'.|- ;;__.."“_L'_- ~ ,3"; 5.,‘ - ~>-.--.¢ ‘-

i 

‘

. 

x. 

nedy assl1's_sinal.ion and whether pe1:ti- 1 

the: murder. ';'-i‘* '=' 
=11» 1’- "i 

-"-i=;»;;Z.~' 

-- 7 Testifying against any new '_co_n'gres- i 

there first ought to be “hard evidence- 

sions were in error. ~ 

_ 
.. 

ments: of: constitutionality ja.nd_ du.c'§ 

that the committee will ~'4‘ta_!-re a \}'ery*_ 

established-and trim ‘back-some pro-_. 

_ 
the ’3"e‘a.;_-,~~ which he dcscribeclfas 

§».'.'--“bare b0ne£;"_minimum-, has.)/ct to die- 

~ strong opir.i0ns"~ about -whether -the 

.5‘ .' 
I ‘) ‘es ~ ' ' \‘,\ ' 

- 
' '_' ‘I 

I 4- ~f l; I, ' -~ I "-'§'-~ 4 -‘cl. .. - Q In I-,1 u g“ ,.- ‘ 
. 1.1- . ‘* 4, ‘~ 1"‘? 

\ .. 
_ v _ ,; __., 1 u .. 4 

. _ . .__-. ___: an . . 1. f_.'.. 7:--;::‘..: _.! . - -.>—.-_, 
__ 

-_v ‘_-.. -3.; 
_ 

A- . Jr‘ 5‘, "Ix -R,“ - 
, 

_. , 

-"i -'11‘ --"-" 
¢ 1 ~l 3,-' .‘ .-'*--:'_.-- ' 

- 

, . : ._ 
I 

1 " -- 
. . 3 s_,,~ we -q .-:.,-.. . »- -=~ ' 

-"‘.’ 
< .1‘ - I : -~: -" 

- 2! . , J . ~.-' 
, ,1 ".--,2;-3' . ~ 

. L.‘ 
?;< 

" 
- 

V 1’ 
4 

-..=‘.=‘ 
~- - < - ..~ A .» 

- 
A , g - - q q- 

-. - If -. _. ~-v¥.»_~‘,1', ..—-Q.;-=,¢sa,:~s¢.:-2‘-i,»r»-,¢»;y; ,.,,_-;>,»._-».>l < .,£ .‘z.,-.»_~M-; 
-¢.- 1 .' ~ 

1, <2 - *. -' 
_ -1? I 5‘ . ¢. V R: . .--->- -- -.+i=-,‘:-'.».->r’§'»'~»¢.-'-=.‘»>»-Lint;=92”~59“R->_s's1-‘=-1:5"-is";£>5%"‘$1.IF‘ -"~,<1*+~'- V. . 

;' r -- 
:.-.- .< - 

. . £4 .. - 
= . ~- - /¢~<_»_-'~.».=u 5'-’-“"'.f);¢'§:-:1."-:";‘.?17':'.T"5‘5*I'.\‘f.§1-5§1f.§1:$-'l¥,'§-a?-'1'~¢'~;?'li.=f:':f€--' 1 

" 
- - 

. 
"i=-" ' 

"-1- ~ ~ . 
. . .. . 5?“ ='-'-'-'~: 3--' -3;//*:=f.1*-5-"--'= 

'
J -, -‘ .._,. 7~.-...¢ "K 

. 
—

. 

-e. -» . - --- < »- /-~_--~'-~~ ._ ;_.~ . ...-;. ...~r..“.t~s;<-1A.;-:s+--1. 
. 

' 
-'1---\,=.,,-,1-.;:=-.:*.:»s 

.' . . 
'” " ' - ; .~ ' wv. ' 

:- 
' “‘ ‘¢'%*‘-""l"“"‘!?-‘i‘*‘ " 5-"-rs‘-==3:;~-2 ><'z=='->1--53:?‘-.-:‘>¢1irE;‘=='-*5./.6» 

_ - -. 
'_5=.'.'_<-'~_<_§ v._ ~ 

-_ "4*‘4€> "**?~z=w-> - * - .. _ . V ..» , _ ..> 
- .___-. ~_~_~_,z':. 

5 
- 

' 

- '1 _'~' ‘ E‘ 
, -3- 

, . _ 

' ' 

.1' 
- 

5- T3" 11'». 
. /-A *’~_>A*‘1», ._- 

- -- ,';-. ;=r¢;- =1 ».4:‘i-- =; 
. - 1 -' ' 

.- 
» 

=. .7 
‘ s ‘-. .,-at » ~= 

' r .;, 
=" r. -:.-1 ~.,' 

~ 
5 {> i :- * 

, ,-:~ t 3 - - 
4 » 4 - -A 

<17?552%hVega-=":1::s:m;'<<;;I»>:1-$2:2-=e..-?"&*a?*->1?--::;';:¢‘ -g 
.- -. . 

t 
' ‘I 

. ,_ __-.25’ '.. . 
' "3 -‘J: __-. ._ 1-1 1.2;‘: 3* - 'l' - - -.<‘,e';.;,-‘.5: 

> 
Ts-_‘»"!..= - '. -' , 1 - .' t‘ L, - P ‘. /_ ' " " “ ’ . . ~ 

- ,_ -_ ‘_~\, . \=- \ - - . . - _ 

r \ ~<" _ 

- P 
‘ .. , I P-_ -. ity ofthe CO!l'iIllllZt39Ch3lI'Ill3Il,!'i)qLl.l.l‘8 dcn,e<1.»;my__su¢n mgen(4o,,. but-the 

slonal inquiry, Rep. Dale Milford (D-5}; 
Tex.) protested‘ to the Rules Commit‘-*_'7 
tee-yesterday-that as {arias the Ken-3;-‘ 

~ 
. '_ 

. - - ~"' ' -:_-.-3 .<,- . -_.-. -1 . 
>. . ,~_...., 

~. -1 - . . - 
. 

A - -1 - . 
- - 

_. -. Y -_ 
. 

-< . ._~.. .. *@..~,=-: A1 - 
. ,,,.>:;».»-. <3-1?,-.v,_ - :-=-1! 

I - - » _.- '__ ->I.- ' 
,‘_- =' ,' ' 

-- _' - 1 _-.- --;=.'. .= ."‘ ,\f -. .-- ;-:~'-'--- 3;‘-'.¢".'."'&-'-‘I ."2;~""." .'.-I/-' - 
' 

.'~. - --'-1.1’---1-", '1' 

’§i'.*’2"§?!‘¢~*)€>‘ "'\:;"e-"5 :'Q"'\'3*i-'r"€’€’1‘1'~7,$‘ * 

- 
. 1 "».='>-"= *.. I >1-‘.~Y»'.‘:*=.‘ 

::»='-1‘~-.='=-.~f-.-=?1-;-f%¢‘i*"*a??":1, ‘<»*»‘-’Z¢’::>" 1'» ' 

L» " 
. 

" d' d yr 51 Li1_;~"'* terrriine“m1ght'l1é_relatéd” £O’either_' 
54 -I‘ 

-_:} 
_ 

COll'lp1'0mi3i8 alsolcalls on the com_'mit="~‘_,-

\

v 

,- a.» .

4 
-1

\

I
|

4 

'»l

l 
'1 

ll 

wosecl ex enses. "J,‘he furoboxier S'>r:l-1. ; 
1 

_ .
, 

'- ---<_.‘?,-.__ _ ._ ._.:.‘....= '. _ _ _,‘.7 
. ~ v'l’\‘l-"c.1n‘ay»say 1l1at'.-again,”- Prayer. _§ I . --| 

l:no\v=h0\v much could be cut. “I don't 535 
think we're going to be able to do this‘? 

_ ._| 

..| .-v 

.11! 

Vi 

'l

. a




