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problems that Mr. Nosenko had, and that in the light of all of this,
ge wc;:llld be inclined to discount the specifics of his testimony on
swald.

I do not think that this calls into challenge the credibility of
everything else Mr. Nosenko said. In fact as Mr. Hart indicated he
did provide the Agency with some very valuable information, infor-
mation that turned out to be correct.

Finally, as I indicated, his services to the Agency, today, are
generally describing the atmosphere and general techniques that
are used by the CIA, and do not get into specific questions.

Mr. FrraiaN. I am troubled a bit more by one part of that
comment, I guess, than I was when I started out on this quest.

Perhaps we see the whole issue of assassinations as something
more than a narrow focus, because that is the main purpose of the
committee, but I would argue the case historically that when they
were first interrogating Mr. Nosenko, when the Warren Commis-
sion was operating, that the request for all the facts surrounding
the President of the United States would have been extraordinarily
important, and therefore could reasonably be expected if the CIA
was on the ball to be a very, very important question as to whether
or not the person who has just been killed himself and who had
previously been the chief suspect of having killed the President,
that what he did or did not do in Russia would be a terribly
important thing to the CIA. _

Therefore, I could not pass it off as being not as important as
some of the other things you are going to tell us, unless I am to
agree that in your methods, your process and your sources are
more important than the assassination of the President of the
United States. That would bother me deeply if we were to close out
the investigation on that note.

Mr. Carrucct. If I may clarify, I think I was describing Mr.
Hart’s testimony to you, and I believe he was describing a factual
situation. I was certainly not passing judgment or giving approval
in any sense to the way Mr. Nosenko was interrogated or handled.

Mr. FrraiaN. I was not referring to the way he was handled,
either, in terms of the focus. I am just trying to focus in on the
importance to the country of the individuals that the CIA had in
its hands at the time.

Mr. Carruccr. I would not disagree with you. I suppose if I had
been making the interrogation and happened to have the expertise
necessary to do that, I would have liked to be able to say I would
put more emphasis on the Oswald question, but I think the facts of
the matter are that those in charge of the interrogation at that
time did not put that much emphasis on it.

Mr. FrtHiAN. One further quick question, Mr. Chairman, and
then I will subside.

What I am trying to get at is whether or not the é)hilosophy of
the CIA has changed basically from 1964 to 1978, and that is this:

Is the protection of a source more important, in that case and in
future cases, than any possible assassinations of the President?
When it comes down to a real crunch it is more important to
protect that source than it is to cooperate with the Warren Com-
mission who is trying to get at the story of the killing in the
United States.
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I. FrraiaN, Thank you, Mr, Chair
Chairman Stoggs, The time of the 3
Mr. Dopp. Mr. Chairman?

airman Stokgs. The entle
.M;. Donp. I would like %o follg:varL
thian raised and, without in any

what may be security matters, there «
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