
-' * - ~ 

A41:-4 n.".rv p-nueeh iii/<t{n7oliowing 
I} - Y 

1|-,4 authority oi subsection 
. (nnii='1m|.tnanocrezu!*1""P'°"“:;'°: 

:-¢=o.c.>;.-i'..su PNINU. in at least, rt 
Ziinlro Arid at hut one oi which is located 
1 1 a 1-.i:=: nren. which relate to the provision. 
.} --u-rentlro health services ilncludlns 
in»; health screening’. reierrnl. II"! 1101193 
nlucslionl to the elderly throughout the 
state through talveling health care practi- 
uonns (other than physicians. but includ- 
n.;-- public health nurses) who provide such 
private nonprofit iaciiities (including 

- i churches. schools. and senior citizen cen- 
ters). The Secretary shall report to Congress 
on the results oi’ such demonstration proj- 

‘ ects not later than three years aiter-the date 
oi the enactment oi this paragrsphfg 

UNAUTHORIZED EXANHNATION OF SELECT COMMI'1“I'EE ON A.SSAS- 
The SPEAKER pro tempo:-e. Under a 

previous order oi the House, the gentle- man ii-om Ohio (Mr. Sroxssi is recog- 
nizediorimminutes. ~" - 

. -_ 

Mr. STOKES. Mr. Speaker, recent 
newspaper and other media accounts have carried the story that materials in 
the possession oi the iormer Select Com- 
mittee on Assassinatlons were examined 
in an unauthorized iashlon last summer. As the former chairman oi the select 
committee, I am -making these remarks" 
to report to my colleagues the iacts oi ihematter. - - . . -.

. 

The Select Committee on Assassina-i 
tions iaced an important and complex 
task. The House mandated the conunit- 

- tee to look into the iacts and circum- 
stances surrounding the deaths oi two oi our Nation's greatest leaders, Presi- dent John P. Kennedy and ~Dr. Martin 

. Luther King. Jr. ' 

. 
- - 

Death is not ‘a pleasant subject. and 
its details can be gruesome. One oi the 
least pleasant of the tasks-that iaced the committee was the examination of the 
vhotosraplis made during the autopsies oi these two men. Ansone who knew them in liie would be disturbed viewing 
The photographs that were made in conne:tion withthe autopsies of Presl- dflii Kennedy and Dr. King have never been made public. Good taste dictates 

that they never be. The Warren Com- 
m.ssion that examined President Ken: nedys death in 1964 did not publish them. and the select cornmittee’s'final 
report on the deaths oi President Ken- nedy and Dr. King will also not maize the photographs oi either oi them public. Mr. Speaker. the Select Committee on Assassi.nations- took extraordinary care that the autopsy photographs were not used in an unauthorized fashion. - 

T319"! P-YB Segments of the press that M‘? $0 lflrriiing in good taste that they might well have published them if they could have obtained access to them. The select committee made every effort to Qmploy only the most trustworthy per- 
sons. but even then, only those with 9, need to use the autopsy photographs in 

. their wont were given access to them, The autopsy materials were kept in a 
$¢i'=:i-ate sale in the security room oi the oifices oi the select committee. The 

ti-.3»-ices in or through. diflerent public and. 

SINATIONS - 

_ _ _ 
.- 

__: 

their photographs in death. ». .. - 

. - 

committee's classified files were kept in 
the same room. but in separate safes. The 
general files oi the committee were 
housed in another area entirely. It was 
necessary to sign in and out on a log- 
book to secure accss to classified files. 
Access to thoautopsy materials could 
only be secured by the personal permis- 
sion oi the chiei counsel given sepa- 
rately every time access was sought. 

' Each notebook-that contained a set of 
the autopsy phogrsphs was separately numbered and the use oi each book was wed on a log every time itwas exam- 
InJuiyoi lastyearthestail oi these-* 

lect committee disc overed that a Cen-. 
tral Intelligence Agency employee had 
obtained unauthorized access to the au- 

, 
tops! Dhotoginphs oi President Kennedy, 

‘ The stall made this discovery with the 
assistance oi the_District oi Columbia 
Police, the Iflederai Bureau oi Investiga- 
tion. and the Central Intelligency Agen-. 
cy. The iacis are asiollows: ' 

. _= 
A. researcher on the Assassinations 

Committee stat! secured permission, oi 
._the chiei counsel to get access to the Kennedy autopsy materials. Access was 
obtained in the morning. The materials 
were taken. imm the saie. and the saie 
door wasclosed but not loclted.They were 
to be ‘used in another room by the com- 
mittee's medical artist to prepare draw- 
ings oi the President’: wounds. - 

When he -‘returned later that day to 
return the photographs, he iound. that 
the sale luid been opened. and another 
notebook had been taken out oi the saie. One photograph oi the President that 

~ was enclosed in a plastic cover had been 
ripped out oi the notebook and the photograph taken out oi its cover. i 

The chiei counsel oi the committee was immediately notified and he ordered 
the stafi to undertake an investigation 
to determine who had obtained unau- 
thorized access to the materials. The'fin- 
gerprints oi each member oi the stafl who had. authorized access to the saie 
were matched against fingerprints that 
were liited from the books that had been 
removed irom the saie, the plastic cov- 

[ers in. the books, and the inside oi the 
safe door. None oi the stair fingerprin 
matched the liited fingerprints. The i ~ 

gerprinis’ oi a Central Inteliige > 

Agency employee were then match - to 
the liited prints. » 

- 
-

I 

The match;.was made by the Dis ict 
oi Columbia Police and double che ed 
by the Federal "Bureau oi Investiga ion. 
Mr. Speaker, this matter was an- 

_dled by the District oi Columbia ' lice and the Federal Bureau oi Investig tion 
in a competent and confidential ia ion 
and the committee is grateful to em 
ior their assistance. . 

. To understand how the Central H tel- 
ligence Agency employee obtained - cess 
to the snie it is necessary to unde .tand' 
the role he played with the comm ttee. The select committee had access a the 
Central Intelligence Agency to the 
agency's classified files. Notes were ta 'en 
‘by the stall on the files. Those no s 
were brought by an agency courier - 

der seal to a. special area in the commit»- 
tee's oifices where they were locked in a 
saie to which only the Central Intelli-

I 
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A gencc Agency had the combination,‘ f‘:".-- Nothing else was kept in that room. An-_..".‘_-I 

agency employee was available d!ll1!ig"_.1_-gt. 
woi-Irina hours in the room to give the-" S:-‘. 
stall access to the notes. The saie could only be opened in the presence of-tl1¢;:'..--‘ 
Agency employee and a stafl member. V1! "$.53. 
it was necessary to use the Agency notesf: ii? inconnection with a regular file ol1theif;;%‘g'2 
committee, the regular file was 
to the special area. Ii it was necessary to_3-_&_~_-j use the committee‘s classified files incotl..*..-I6.-jfi nection with the stat! notes either the:.=_;_;.:=§ 
classified. file would be brought to the.f1;,, 
special .area or the stair notes warez‘:-’i'=‘ 
brought to the classified files in mi-if-‘,’;§ 
security room. The Agency employee al-F5974 
was-s accompanied the stafi notes ii thez__§§ were removed irom the special area. 
the Agency employee was not authonzedfigg 
to be out oi the special area unless he was; ‘.5- 
accompanied by a stafi member. He was; . 

not authorized to have access to the",-_,-._i.. 

autopsy materials. 
_ 

' ' ' 
fgf when the Agency employee’: finger-“>75 

prints were matched to the liited flngcr- 
prints. permission was obtained irom the 

Jilin 

Agency to interview the Agency employee; ~~.- 

The employee’: permission was obtained 
to record the interview. The employee 
denied having access to the autopsy mo.-5 
terials when he was interviewed on one 
day. He was then interviewed a second 
time on a succeeding day. He did not 
admit any wrongdoing. He reiusecl to be 
interviewed any more. -

; 
»'I‘be Central Intelligence Agency con- 

ducted an investigation oi the matter. 
Its investigation began alter the com- 
mittee asked permission to tail: to the 
employee and beiorc the committee 
brought the details oi the unauthorized 
action. including the fingerprints. to the 
Agency's attention. The Agency's investi- 
gation included interviews and the use oi 
photographs. -

' 

Additional photographs were taken 
alter the details oi the committee's in- 
vestigation were brought to the atten- 
tion oi the Agency. The mmittee was 
given a .._ . . the 

;i~- "ob -- ecllnlts ve ; 
- :d 

- i dditional materials that t - 

- ttee requested.
V 

The committee staii members who 
conducted the investigation are satisfied 
that there was no evidence uncovered 
that the Agency'ii‘li'eEtE"fbe employee 
to obtain access to the autolisi‘ mfilB!'1~’\15- 
They also believe on the basis oi what 
they lmow that the Agency did not g- 
reet the activity oi the Agency eznp oyee 

this regal: . The Agency employees 
who conducted the Agency": investiga- 
tion are satisfied that the motive for 
obtaining unauthorized access was mere 
curiosity. The committee staii members 
are not satisfied that the motive has 
been established; they believe mere cu- 
riosity is not consistent with the finger- 
print evidence. But in the absence oi a 
lull and truthiul confession by the 
Agency employee or the others, ii any. 
who were in league with him--or sub- 
stantial new evidence all recognize that 
the matter oi motive cannot be ulti 
mately resolved. - 

"vii-. Speaker, I wish to em - s sev- 
e : 1 ~ 
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first. N» evidence was uncovered that 
I!Il}‘i.!1.|.l“.R ~.-.-as tnkflil ed Second. No evidence was uncover 
thut"u>-urine was misused. olhtf 
in the unauuiorizod examination ltsei1£ 
Third. No evidence was uncovered tho 
tn has oilted from these acts: ' 

.'.r.e Pf ' 

arr'"oc.-th. No evidence was uncovered 
3~__ one other than the emiJl0YB¢_ 

inyoived in what he (U12 .,3 

nzni. The employee In-'» been I118-. 

charged irom the Agency; I-‘BIL; '-. :-- -= . 

Sixth. To my knowledge. no discipli-\ 
-n action has been thought necessary" 
'5; Zken against any other Acency em-I 
ployees in connection with the incident 

l.xr. Spealcrx, I donot know what addi-j 
zional action can be taken in this mat-T 
tar. 1 considered it closed In. July-.1913... 
alter the committe'e's'{nd the Agency -did’ 
all they reasonably could -benzpecied to 
do. I consider it closed.-now.»Neverthe--_ 
less, ii tllB‘H0il89.*0i' =any-of-lite relevant- 
coxmnlttees seeksto inquireinto-thematfj 
ter iurther, I will assist in any "way pos-.2 
slbie. It is enough to_.add that specula-_. 
tion about the matter beyond the evi- 
dence at hand'ls1m.iuSt'to‘alI concerned. 
No one wishes to-know the truth more 
than I do. But the -irresponsible circula- 
tion oi ‘rumor ..a.nd;-‘myth-. only" iced 
paranoia; they do-notquench the thirst 
for lnlowledzt-.=-i'=.1$1= [~l:i_li-**-5 "-'-’-..'i='~1' - 

,4 

At this l>0int I include the following? 
(From thrwashington i8,_ 1979]; 
CIA Cmcm Itu_'!_.m ‘.§'n.r:s'or mmpjranar. 

T” (By George Lardner;-Sir.) ',,f"- 
' 

,_. 
The House Alsasainaticns Committee dla--_ 

covered last summer that its most sensitiva 
tiles had been rifled. and “then traced linger-_' 
prints on -them to an oiilceroI_the CIA‘.*ac- 
cording to inicrmcd soizrces.‘--L -1 

'I‘he.incident involved surreptitious -mtry‘ 
or a combination sale -at-the congressional 
corn:nittee's odious, the sources said. the sale 
was reserved zor physical evidence oi Prcal-- _ dent Kennedy‘s assassination. including the 
autopsy photos. I-rays and other articles. 
such as the so-called “magic bullet” "that. 
wounded both Kennedy and 'I'ex_as Gov. John; 
B. Connolly. '.'_ -'15‘-?_s{.:_-.j ..... ‘:7-:_.. 1'. 

Apparently nothing,-‘had heem taken. but.‘ 
the sources said,tbers wasno doubt that the 
files in the sale had been tempered wtth. For 
instance. they said the‘ auzcpsy photos or 
the head shot that tilled Kennedyhsd been 
taken out of their-slip casesand were lelt in‘ 
disarray inside the three-drawer safe. - ’ 

-"It looked asthough someone-had just-rim 
out." one source. . .-.~ said. .,... U. .. .._- ...; 
Alter several" inquiries by a reporter~thia- 

week. the CIA.ad:nowledged that it has dis- 
missed the individual in question. but 11141.. 
cated that it plans no further action. ' . .. were satisfied that it was just a matter 
of wrlwlty ion the individual cm oiliccr'a 
Pi"?-I." said CIA spokesman Herbert Hetu. 
Asked whether it might have been a matter 

°' °°!1s°|°\1-I 315 Bliying on a congressional 
committee, Hetu replied. "Good lord, no." ' 

The uuuthorized entry was dlscovgg-pd when committee staiiers arrived at work early we momlnc in-st summer. probe-biy.in July sources said. - 
_ ___ 

._ ,_ ___ _,_.. __ . 

“Blnkey [tho House comcucteea ‘-emer 
counsel. G. Robert Blakey] was.told right flwoy. one source recounted. "Only three or- iour people were supposed in X157; was g°_ that sate And I understand that 0 e 

_ 
- 

- n oitherd said hed locked it the night betore." r 

Fingerprint experts tram the D.C. police dtlmrtmcnt. where several committee staflers 
ha-d did friends. were called in. By then, gqyngq 
gg; 

'54 u1°‘18h"°l8l7 had the documents ""8" “"311. so that there were other 

riots on them and on the sale. But the secu- 
rgity-ccnscious committee "9""! 3“ 2:; gerprint records oi evePl’°B9 V3!°_ "9’ d there, both those with access to the sale In 
those who had no business beinl I-5°"-' ' 

sources said the only unauthorized set oi; 
pri_nI-S the police Iound bcionerd to Reel! '1'~ 
Blabut. a CIA liaison oiilcar who bad been “mica. to assist the committee with the 
CIA records ltneeded tor its inv_csti8l¥1°"- 

<'- “His iingerprints were all over the plaoe."= 
one source reported. “On the photol. insido 
the sale, and on all sorts oi dlifofdflf 
$B§5~"--. -~».' $1.. Q. i.'_ "-- . - -14-‘-‘Q 

’--"Particularly telling. another -source -indi- 
cated. was the tact that some of the printo- 
wero found -on autopsy ‘photos themselves. 
rather than ‘tho plastic sleeves in which they“ 
had been-encased. - . - or--L 
.'='I‘he episode -‘reportedly prod“ ' SP5

_ 

wave o't anxiety within the CIA. ‘Wmdl 71" 
been claiming !or several years that it ‘hssj 
learned its lessons and that itsdomsatie spy-7 
lng and misdeeds arch relic-olthe put. In 
any mas. the agency launched an intenstve 
internal investigation. including polygraph; 
examinations oi Blahut and perhsps_-_a num- 
ber ophu n'p“Q°"_ .-..-..; |_.'..._._\ .-.-';'.'A‘6 -3~ . ' 

-m a~ brie! telephone interview with The 
Washington rest, Blahut denied any -wrong-_ 
doing. Hsaehnowledgod that his fingerprints-f 
had been Iound on the documentalin ques- 
tion.-but insistedthat there -was an inno- 
cent explanation. Be rerused. however,‘-to scy__- 
what that wasc_~' {'1 ~-'=_'---- 

-. ".“‘I‘here‘s other things that are involved‘ 
that are detrimental to-other things." ~he 
said. As)r'ed- what he meant by that, 
rusedtoelaborste. ‘-'-*-“ -' " "' " 
}""I signed anwoath ‘ct secrecy [with the CH1," he sank ,"'I. cannot discuss it -any; 

_ “he _e'_;‘_ ,‘ ,-'_ ,'_‘*;.I. ,.:. -_- ;.I- ....'--.'...r- -' 

}_uBourlces quoted Bialrey, who -vrs's ‘kept in-' 
termed oi the'- C1A's in-house inquiry; as 
having "stated ‘on several occasions that‘ 
Blahut had been given three polygraph ex- 
aminations in rualrand that he _h_sd ‘railed theminimpo ntrespecta.- ' 

-Pile denied he did it. and he iiunked th.st§" 
one source said. "they also asked him 
whether anyone ordered him to do it. He 
said noone, and he mmited that." -"5 ' 

-- Biahut, who said he worked tor the CIA 
oilice oi security, insisted that he had come 
through the tests with his credibility un- 
b]°m|§h‘¢__ -....._~~.-U-. .- ... ~. 

""I've already deiendedanyseir tomy em-’ 
pioyers,” he said_ when asked about the in-. 
cident. “As he as Im co_ncerned,'_that'rall_ 
clearedup." * '-- 

_ 

-' ' 

'._ 

‘ -Blairey, who has beenworhing on the now 
moribund Assassination Committee‘: final‘ 
report in recent weeks, refused to comment, 
Sources said he ssind on the incident lat 
year-and useddt asieverage to get the CIA‘ 
to cough up a number oi documents ithad 
been holding back trom the committeensome 
oi the records reportedly ‘pertained to Leo 
Harvey Oswald's -visit to Mexico Cityin Sep- 
tcmberl983. ~P‘- ' '" 

.: 

f"I‘h:rs was a marked improvement,“ one" 
former otader recalled. “Ali 01- a sudden, they 
were giving us.-everything we wanted. Bialrey 
kept saying he wanted to go slow. to let them 
[tho CIA] conduct the investigation. .2 . But 
I think he'd have to admitwe wanted better 
cooperation." g 

- 

_ 

' 
;-» -.

" 

- Asked one question after 4 another about_ 
the incident. including the identification oi 
the CIA oilicer‘s fingerprints. Blakey kept say- 
‘II-I82 "I won‘t discuss the matter." Asked ii he 
would deny it. he said. "80.!’ I - '

- 

Most members oi’ the Housrcommittee ap- 
parently were kept in the dark. Even the 
chairman or the subcommittee that ‘investi- 
gated the Kennedy assassination, Rep. Rich- 
ardson Preyer (‘D-8.0.). said hewas unaware 
or it when queried by a reporter. Later. after 
checking with Chairman -Louis Stokes (D- 
Ohlol. Prayer declined to comment beyond “¥"*B=" .

» 

- § . 
- ~ 

. ..- ._._ 
_ - 

"Blake; and Lou [Stokes] were handling. 
the CIA stuii. I don't have my nose out at 
joint about it. Ibiktoiiou.” - 

-- 1 
Stokes declined to talk. “Tho matter was 

terminated.” he said. “'l.'bero's no need tor ms- 
to comment.” - - 

' - 

It, was not clear what other CIA o:icials- 
migbt have been given polygraph tests bcioro 
the inquiry was dropped although sources 
said that one oi 8iahut's supeiora Bcott 
Brechinridge oi the CIA inspector generalb, 
odicc. had been expected to be given one. 
'l‘here_were also reports that CIA Deputy. 
Director -Prank Carluccl had oilared fin a. 
magnanimous way"totaksono. _--- -- -9 

-: Brecklnridge is a vctors.n.CIA oflicial who 
served as the.agency'.s chici’ l_iaison_ollicerz 
with the Senate Intelligence Committee duh- 
ing its-I915-Io investigations oi the-intsill-5 
genes community. He also wrote. the top-1 
secret. CIA inspector gene!-al's seportin J96‘! 
on CIA assassination plots -against Cuban; 
Premier-ridellcastro. . - - ..~.-.::‘-' 

..Br-scklnridgo reti:od.rcocni.ly. Ilc couidenot- 
bo reached tor comment. CIA spokesman-. 
Betti said his rctircmmt had -nothing to-dc» 
with the rummaging or the House commit?’ 
tee's sale. , 

' 
= 1... 1.: :- -.',_ --e 

-, As rcr Carluccl. Hutu told a reporter. 1'30 
doesn‘t remember having said what you said; 
ha -‘;._'.._ ._. -. :..~. ___ ¢_ -__V-5! 

- ,. .... . -.. ~-ca.,:.. . -_ ___: 
... - ' ' .\ . ---4; .--‘F. ~10 - _-=_-- men the Washington Post. send II; 19191;» 

'.'n‘"'-CIA PaoaaI.~n:o Bmnrnsscauno: 1.‘-'-" 

n: =-.='.,-.:..-. Bor:arxcm..Sn.r-suwmo _--'3- f_ _ 

' - -f '~".~ (‘Byfleorge I.srdner.J’r,1 .; ‘;-:'-T-_ :__, 
' The Central Intelligence Agency‘: inrcstiil 
gation. oi'.thc.ridlng last year oi; congra- 
slonsl. committee's iiles by one oi its niii-- 
oers was aimed primarily at getting the CIA; 
od the hoolt. according to iniorrned sources“ 
“They lnvmtlgated it to get out.oI._it them-, 

selves. not to iind out whether somebody 
else was involved.” said one knowledgeable 
source. . . - . _ - _ The Washington Post reported yesterday 
that.ths most sensitive flies of the House 
assassinations Committee had been niled 
last summer by a CIA liaison oiiicer who had, 
been assigned to help the committee. 
The CIA responded by saying that tlue 

oiiicer in question, Rcgis fl‘. Blahut. had been 
dismissed. CIA spokesman Herbert Hero said 
the agency was ‘ins-tlslied” that the incident 
had been simply "a‘ma_tter oi’ curiosity‘ on 
Blghqgjpngt, _.. .1.-'.-r - :_. -. ... .;.... -.-. .: 

Sources close to ‘the committee sharply 
disputed the CIA's assertions. Ono said “tho 
circumstantial {evidence} is overwhelming"- 
thst more than "cnriousity" was involved.‘ 
‘CIA oilieer Biahut. this source said. “went 

into aroomwherche wasrtmpposod to-bo- 
without one oi our omcera being present." = 

_’l‘here, the source said: .- - 
. ; _» 

=' 

-‘Bo opened aa sate. and. pulled out _.a dpgwgn.--.-..<_..=., .'» .-- 
- “He took a ring-binder notebook out ol- 
tbe drawer. he ripped a plastic case out oi 
the notebook and he took a picture out ol 
the plastic case. _ _

- 

"He lied when he heard -a noise. and then 
he lied about it.” - -- 

According to this source. both CIA Di- 
rector Btansileld Turner and CIA Deputy 
Director Prank Carlucci were iniormed 
bluntly by the committeeb chic! counsel. G. 
Robert Bialrey. oi what the committee re- 
garded as the shortcomings oi the ' CIA 
inquiry. . 

-- - 

Hetu denied this. In a telephone interview 
yesterday. he also denied that the CIA had 
conducted a ahormightcd. sell-protective in- 
veatigation. "We did check oumlde and inside 
[the agenoyl.” he said. 
fletu also maintained that Blahut had 

every right to be in the room vmerc the sale 
wasiocated. ~ - - - \ 
The riiied safe was reserved tor physical 

evidence ircm the Kennedy assassination 
and, at the time.‘ contained at least the 
grisly autopsy photos. The eats containing 

.5 

. 
~ 

, ~ ~ ' . . 
. - - . . I . _ . 

- an 

.0 ... 

v’,
1 

"\ 
.- 

vi‘.-
a 

.__ 
1-"

0 

.-I



(ti.-\ recordsnnd other materials that Blahut 
‘-\'{l!s aupposeo to sareguard was in another 
room‘, sources said. 
committee stairen discovered the incident 

-me afternoon last July after a committee 
Lawyer had gone into the room. with Blakey's 
;\orm1$SlOll. to inspect some or the autopsy 
photos, He iert the room brleily to speak with 
Bukey and returned to discover that one or me notebooks he had not touched was out 
of place. " 

V - 

"ii it were just curiosity. why should you 
have to take photoseout or an unused book 
in order to see them? Why not just look at 
them?" one source said. -. -. 

As tor Blakey. sources said. he bed always 
been "paranoid" about the possibility that 
some of the gruesome Kennedy autopsy 
photos might get out and destroy the com- 
mittee's reputation. '- ‘- -- 

"No one who has seen those photos would 
have any doubt that they should not be 
made public," one source said. “The one 
rhing that would have done us [the House 
.-\ssa.ssinntions< Committee] in would, have 
been ror those photos to be publicly released. we were never satisfied that someone else 
v.-nsn't involved." ~ ~

' 

or the CIA’s investigation. one source 
said, "all they investigated was whether he 
]niahut] had any connection with Y the 
agency iln doing what he did] . . . They 
asked ]Blahut] on a polygraph [examina- 
lion] whether he had any connection with 
the agency _in doing what he did. And he 
passed when he said he didn't have any con- 
ncction. But they didn't ask whether some- 
one else had authorized him to do it." ' 

Turner enunciated the agency's view yes- 
terday afternoon in one or his “Director's 
Notes" to all CIA employees: “A media report 
today suggests that there was something 
sinister involving the agency and the files 
or the House Assassination: Committce. I 
want to assure you that this is simply not 
the case. Our investigations revealed an 
error in judgment by a contract employee as 
a custodian for CIA material with the com- 
mittee. He acted alone and out of curiosity 
and was dismissed." '_ 

_ ; __ g 

[From the Washington Star, June I8, 1979] 
CIA Pram Omcza W80 Roam Pram " 

A CIA security oillcer, found to have sorted 
through sensitive tiles of.the House Assassi- 
nations Committee, has been ilred, an agency spokesman said last night.‘ ~ ~ 

The security oiilcer, Regls Blahut. was as- 
signed to guard CIA docum5%ts being used 
by the committee in its inves gation or the 
assassination or President John Kennedy, 
said spokesman Herbert Hctu. “Be saw the‘ 
committee's dies and picked thorn up, which was dumb." Eetu said. - 

. 
- .-

. 

Alter an internal CIA investigation, he said, "we were totally convinced" Blahut was not 
encouraged “rrorn outside or inside the CIA" 
to examine private committee documents. "That would be the immediate question, 
but we felt certain it was just a matte: of 
curiosity and poor judgement," Hetu said. "We dismissed the guy and that was it.” A \\ ashington Post story in today's editions quoted unnamed sources as saying the inci- dent involved "surreptitious entry or a com- 
bination sate at the committee‘: olliccs.” but 
lletu said no safe was involved as rar as he knew. . 

The Post said the safe was reserved for 
physical evidence or the Kennedy assassina- 
iion. including autopsy photos, X-rays and 
zhe bullet said to have hit Kennedy and Texas Gov. John B. Connolly. . 

There are no allegations that anything was taken. - 

Blahut could not be reached for comment 
last night. but The Post quoted him as ncimowledging that his nngerprints had been found on some or the documents. However. 

.. .» ’--'.;..-- .. 

he denied any wrongdoing. citing a CIA "oath 
or secrecy" in declining to elaborate, the 
newspaper said. * 

.. 

[Prom the Washlngtcnfost, June 28. i979] 
Boos: Psosrao CIA ‘Barren-rzs’ _Wi-io Ruin 

' Pan: on JFK 
_ 

4" 
(By George Lardner, Jr.) . 

The Rouse Intelligence Committee has 
started an investigation of a CIA omcer's 
snooping last year in the oiiices of another 
congressional committee. - 

Members or the Intelligence Committee, 
which has oversight authority over the CIA. 
were inrormed or the inquiry last week by 
Chairman-Edward Boland (D-Msss.). Com- 
mittee stairers had already interviewed the 
CIA'e director or security. Robert Gambino, 
about the incident following a report in The 
Washington Post. " 

_. . 

The Post. quoting informed sources. re- 
ported that the most sensitive ilies or the 
House Assassinations Committee had been 
riiled-last summer and ilngerprints on them 
traced to a.CIA liaison oiiicer assigned to the_ 
committee. ' 

, 
.. . The assignment, it has since been learned, 

was made under a CIA program code-named 
'-‘MB/Child."vwhich sources described as en- 
compassing a variety or so-called "babysit- 
ting". chores. - ., : _ 

-' - 

The agency dismissed the liaison oiiicerin 
question, llegis T. Blahut. last August and 
then dropped the matter. In a memo to all 
CIA employee lest week, CIA Director Stuns- 
neld Turner took the position that Blahut 
had "acted alone and out or curiosity." 

Since then; the CIA has also been insisting 
that Blahut. w_ho had been employed by the 
agency's Oflice dr._Security, did not rine the 
Assassination: Committee's dies and did not 
even enter the safe where the illes were kept. 
However. the‘_agency has refused to say 

what it thinks did happen. beyond describing_ 
it as—-in the words or CIA spokesman Ker- 
bert Betu-“something dumb." '

- 

According to informed sources. the inci- 
dent toolr place one afternoon last July alter 
an Assasslnations _Com.mittee steiier had 
started inspecting some or the materials in a 
combination sere reserved ror physical evi- 
dence of the I963 assassination or President 
Kennedy. _ 

- - ' 

Sources said-he took what he wanted and 
leit _the room. According to one version, he 
left the safe door closed but unlocked: ac- 
cording to another, the sare door might have 
been lert slightly ajar. In any case. sources 
said. when he returned. he round a book or 
Kennedyautopsy photos.lnside the sate in 
obvious disarray. . _ ._ . . ;- » 

Blahut's fingerprints were round on the 
inside door or the sore. They were also round 
on one or the gruesome autopsy photos. 
which had been taken out or its plastic case. 
sources said. The plastic ease itself had been 
torn from its notebook binder. . _ 

. The CIA’: Hetu. however, declares that 
Blahut "did not -entor the sate to get the 
notebook.” "

_ Asked how it was then that Blahut's 
ilngerprlnts were round on the inside of the 
safe door, Hetu said this must have happened 
when Biahut was "putting it [the book or 
photos] back in the seie.” _ Asked why Biahut would do that if he 
hadn't token the book from the safe to begin 
with. the CIA spokesman said, "I don't know. 
Ask Blahut.'.' ' ' 

Hetu also declined to give the CIA‘: ver- 
sion of what happened. insisting that it 
would serve “no purpose." -

. 

Blahut, who reportedly railed CIA poly- 
graph tests in several important respects 
concerning the incident. declined to com- 
ment. Be has said there is an innocent ex- 
planatlon. but he has rerused to say what 
that ls. .- 

_Bourcea said there -were at least three 
' M 

-.. 
'.‘ 

' *

»

l 

personnel shirts and changes within the 
CIA's Omen of Security rollowing the incident 
last summer and the recent publicity over it. 
electing, among others, Biahut's immediate 
supervisor. Betu said there waslno connoc. 
tlon. - ~

. 

-"We're satisiied that what» he [Blahut] 
did. he dldon his own.“ the CIA spokesman 
told areporter. "None or the things [per- 
sonnel shirts and resignations] you‘ve de- 
scribedhadanythlng todowlth that.... 
‘We're satlsiied the guy did something dumb. He looked at a book he wasn't supposed to 
look at. And we ilred him after we assured 
ourselves that he wasn't tasked [to do what 
he did] by anyone either inside or outside 
the agency.” ,' . .

- 

Sources close to the committee maintained 
that the CIA's investigation was aimed pri- 
marily st getting the agency od the hook and 
was not thorough enough to eliminate sus- 
picions thst more than _"c1n-iosity" might 
have been involved. ‘ 

~ 
“

- 

Blshut had been assigned to-help the 
Assassinstlons, Committee with the CIA dim? 
it needed in its inquiries. Sources described 
the MB/Child project. under which the as- 
signment came, as a sort or "babysitting" 
function that also includes escorting visitors 
to the CIA headquarters building at Langley. 

.‘.-'. .4 
- 
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NBTA-AARP SETS LEGISLATIVE 
' PRIORTIIEB FOR 1979 '

_ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order or the House, the gentle- man from Florida (Mr. Psrrsa) is recog- 
nized for 5 minutes. _. 

0 Mr. PEPPER. Mr. Speaker. the Na- 
tional Retired Teachers Association and 
the American Association or Retired 
Persons are widely recognized organiza- 
tions concerned with the weliarr or older 
Americans. These organizations have re- 
cently published their 1979 legislative 
policy and 1979-80 Joint State legislative 
committee policy guidelines. This year's 
program emphasizes the importance or 
the demographic, economic and employ- 
ment trcnds in terms or legislative policy 
for current and future retirees and the 
Government programs which assist 
them. The National Retired Teachers 
Association and the American Associa- 
tion of Retired Persons represent over 
I2 million members and emphasize that 
as the older population expands and- 
chainges, Federal programs must respond. 

Because I would like to share some 
highlights or their national legislative 
objectives with my fellow Congressmen, 
I would ask that the following article be 
inserted in its entirety at this point in 
theRi-:coiu::_ - - -

. 

' Tn: 1979 NRTA-AARP Lrorsurrv: . 

Paioarrrss
, 

' ' ECONOMIC POLICY ‘ 

As inflation is our major economic prob- 
lem. steps must be taken toreduce drastically 
the annual rate and provide the elderly with 
an increased measure or compensation ror 
the inflation losses they sui!cr_ 
To these - ends. 

_ 
the rederal government 

should coordinate monetary and riscal poli- 
cies, reduce government spending. balance 
the federal budget. strongly enrorce anti- 
trust pollcy, deregulste those economic sec- 
tors where price competition would be im- 
proved. promote competition and produgfly. 
ity. use economic “controls” where necessary 
(as in the health sector) and develop inno- 
vative "toois" to use in the nght against 
innation. - 
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