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- THE STRANGE CASE OF JaMES EARL RAY

A year later, June 19, 1931, came.

nother t —ary. 1hen four years Jater, Gerald; -

born: J uly 16, 19353 total of four childreq in seven years
nd-there were five more to come. - - - ..

the northeast of 'Ewing, was ndt
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- THE STRANGE Cas;
impressive. The land: i th:
almost unyielding. Only abx
for planting; the remainde
covered with trees. No mat
the land. There was. a’ Jarg
house for-the children, and
chance to begin a new life.
Ewing 'in August, 1935, bri
and the four children: J imm
Larry, four; and Gerald, an
the-name Gerry Raines. . e
~ Before the depression. stn
thriving little Midwest. counts
a shipping point on the C.B.
rounding farms. There was. 2
pit, two banks, two doctors,
Yyard and a business center. B:
early thirties had almost destx
closed. The doctors, the lawye;
away. - The stores failed; the
boarded-up ghost town. A pev
Ewing of its role as a rail shi
money. Foreclosed homes.we;
$350. A hard-working laborer
hand  might earn $16 a moantt
people lived on what they grev
church-mouse poor. . ... -
Poor but proud, The ponu’
posed- largely of white Anglo-¢
Democrats” all. The Washbur;
The Willows. The Whites. Tk
The Casons. They were clean,
country folk who seldom dran}
themselves on surviving the or
benefit of government handovt
conflict: the town had never b
hasn’t had to this day: .“The .
nigger,” says an old-timer, “wa
the highway. But they kept ther
lily-white character of Ewing ha:
in a nearby town, La Grange, to |
" The newcomer, Gerry Raines






