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_.F.'B.I.’s Statement for Gait 
Following is the text of o 

statement released hy the 
federal Bureau of investiga- 
tion yesterday concerning II 

warrant issued Ior Eric Stor- 
\-o Gait in the slaying of the 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
ll’; -

. 

Attorney General Ramsey 
Clark announced today that 
Eric Starvo Gait is being 
sought by the I-'.B.i. aa a fugi- 
_tlt"e on a Federal charge aris- 
ing from the "fatal shooting 
of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. in Memphis, Tenn, 
on April 4, I968. 

Director J. Edgar Hoover 
atatcd that a Federal com- 
rlaint was filed by the i-‘.8.l. 
n Birmingham. Aia., today 
charging Gait with conspir- 
log to violate t.he civil rights 
of Dr. King in violation of 
Ttitle ill. Section 24! of the 
United States Code. 
The i-‘.ll.i. complaint charges 

that "on or about March 29, 
I968, in Birmingham, Ala., 
Eric Starvo Gait and an in- 
dividual whom he alleged 
to.ho his brother, entered 
into a conspiracy which con- 
tinurd until on or about April 
5. I968, to injure, oppress. 
threaten. or intimidate Mar- 
tin Luther King Jr. in the 
free exercise or enjoyment 
of it right secured to him by 
the constitution or laws of 
the United States; namely, 
the right to freely travel from 
state to state. in furtherance 
of this conspiracy Eric Start/0 
Gait did, on or about March 
30, 1958. purchase a ritle at 
Birmingham. Ala. 

ltlila Pound 
According to Mr. Hoover, 

a .3tl'06 rlile equipped with 
s telescopic sight was iound 
near a rooming house on 
South Main Street ln Mem- 
phis immediately after the 
atal shooting of Dr. King 

occurred. The rooming house 
overlooks the Lorraine llotel 

ti‘- 

and Motel where Dr. King 
was staying. 

Mr. lioovcr said that F.8.l. 
agents determined that the 
.30-'06 rifle had been pur- 
chased from a gun dealer in 
Birmingham. Ala.. on March 
30, I965. The telescopic sight 
was also purchased from this 
dealer. 
The F.B.l. director said 

that Gait. who has used the 
riimes of John Willard and 
Harvey Lowmyer in the past, 
is the owner of a I966 white 
Mustang bearing‘ Alabama ll- 

crnse plates w ich was lo- 
cated abandoned in Atlanta. 
Ga., on April ll, 1968. 

ln\'e.<tl§‘ation disclosed that 
Gait purc aaed this car from 
a private citizen in Blrmln|- 
ham on A3. 30. i967. The 
Mustang omeier showed 
that it ad been driven more 
than i9.000 miles between 
late August i967, and early 
April toss. 

According to Mr. Hoover, 
Galt'a travels in the Mustang 
included trips to Los Angeles, 
Calif; New Orleans, i.s.: Bir- 
mingham, Ala.. and Mexico, 
as well as to Memphis. Tenn.. 
and Atlanta, Ga. Gait \_vns 
reported to have been in 
Memphis on April 3 and -t, 

I968, and to have departed 
from there for Atlanta. 

Avid Dancer 
intensive investigation by 

the F.B.i. has disclosed that 
Gait has claimed to have 
been in Florida as a cook on 
Mississippi River vessels and 
as a merchant sesman. lie- 
ls said to be an avid dancer 
and took dancing lessons in 
New Orleans in 196-i and 
1955: in Birmingham between 
September and October, i967, 
and in Long Beach, Calif., 
from December. 1967. to Feb- 
ruary. 1963. 

Gait left Los Angeles on 
Dec. l5. i967. and drove his 
white Mustang to New Or- 
leans, where ha claimed he 
contacted either an engi- 

neerlnl or contracting firm. 
lie la't New Orleans on Dec. 

.tti a.ti\-ed hack in boa 
Anpeles on Dec. 2|. i961. 

\\'hile in the Los Anaeles 
area earlier this )1-ar, Gait 
toolt a course at a school 
oi hartrntlintt and was grad- 
uated on March 1. I968. 
The fugitive is described as 

a white male. lie is approxi- 
mately 5 feet 8 inches to S 
feet ll inches tall and weighs 
between I60 and I75 pounds. 
He is said to _be a neat 
dresser and has a medium 
build. . 

Gait has brown hair which 
he wears in a "brush" cut. 
lie reportedly has htue eyeat 
his nose is straight and nar- 
row; his teeth are straight 
and clean; and he has given 
lltiaaldate of birth as July 29, 
9 . 

Nervous llablt 
The fugitive is said to have 

a nervous hahlt oi occasion- 
ally pulllng at an ear loho 
with his hand. His left ear 
grotrudes farther front his 
cad than his right ear. 
According to Mr. lloover, 

persons who have met Gait 
describe him as a "loner" 
and state his language and 
diction have a "mral“ qual- 
ity and suggest that he prob- 
ably does not have a high 
degree of education. lie is 
said to drink alcoholic beven 
ages and has a preference for 
vodka and beer. lie is l\ fan 
oit Western and country mu- ac. 
The Federal statute under 

which Gait has been charged 
provides a maximum penalty 
of l0 syears imprisonment 
and/or 5.000 fine. Bottd of 
$50,000 has been recom- 
mended. 

Gait should be considered 
armed and dangerous. Any 
information concerning him 
should be furnished immedi- 
ately to the nearest F.B.l. 
office. 7 

-_— 7-Béai 

New York Times 
l8 Apr 68 

. 
\.l,".-J»



» 0 

1- 

"'F "5?" "R" T'.2!f-§~_’IU_”R.§Qr!}S.4£'3!!dfi. .'_’L'._.____L_- .___ 
|Angele9, New Orleans, Birrn-'leged other eonaplrator played! 

* e i'o as well r-I whether there might he still GALT IS ACCUSED -it M it 
h‘ d Atlanta” thefother suspected" conspirators. 

ter Dr. King was shot. The man 

the Lowmye 
The Mustang found in My 

in Memphis said that the Mem- 

rown a r an y “He ls “Id to be 8 MM wh “pilot G':]'£:vP|';:‘"‘:3';:‘Ph"'tinn of whether there wen- ww-" ~h= F-B-t --It dark i’i€r“.'7.i :neai. dark b°wi';;;:3,‘g,'*5gf,= "="="* '0' "1'! 
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dresser and has a mediunti-rh: 

Gait was said to like vodka,i 
beer and Western and country 
music and to have a nervous 

- habit of oceasionailypuiling at 
an ear iohe, the F.B.l. added. 
“His left ear protrudes far- 

ther from his head than his- 
right ear.'°itsaid. 1 i 

The F.B.l. released two photo-| 
graphs of Gait, one witht 
is eyes closed and another; 

containing a notation on ‘the- 
hack: “Eyes drawn in by F.B.i.i 

‘uni:-I." '
V 

The rnan whom the agent-y' 
' 

said Gait had alleged was his; 
brother was not further iden-P 
tified in the announcement? 
here. 

Gait traveled exten.si\'e|_\' in 
this country and went to Mexi- 
rn after he bnught the white Mustang from .\ rivaae citizen- 
lfl Birmingham rust Aug. J0, 
Mr. Hoover said. The t‘ar's' 
odometer showed the Mustang. 
had been driven mnrc than; 
i9,000 miles since the pur-g 
Chase. the r.Bl director said.‘ ' 

"G:slt's travels in the Mus-§ 
ltang included trips to Los ; 

area. 
_ _ Sources close to int-estlgatoralaid onnmuch 2' 1968' mc| "it two or more persona con-' ' 

i to in ure. oppresq, threat- 
h' ii

5 

dfy -1-ii or evenim T‘ "Re "‘f'fi’°r°'fl€,'m’7e der scene. iweek by week. Hut it placedjxgztcg Kym": gy "3: gomuifr The Federal warrant was is-fhim in New Orleans in I964. 
sued in Birmingham, Aia.".:and I985. tn Birmingham iastig:;':"°'°r|'b“é:w';'e g;'h‘:J';::,€ where Mr. Hoover said that a;$eptember and October and ilfing “ftxflcmd the "mé. or .30-'06~eaiiber rifle equlE€petl§f.on;| Beach. Caiif., from last] ..l'f mm or more ,,"O;" ‘O with a telescopic sight had en'December until last Fehruarygm dhnuise on me hi’ may Or] found neararooming housennjhy saying he took dancingion "he premises Mg mmjjmi ;iSouthd Malln Street 

‘tn 
hgcntphisilessnns in those places at lh0$lCtwi‘h men: w mcvcm or hmdcri name iate y a ter t e s outing. times. i 

lie said an F. ll. I. agent had “lie is said to he an avidihgs "M C-xilrcm or 
. 

‘ n ti any rig t or prv .3. determined that that rifle andtdnncer, the announcementisccm.cd_ 
‘A telescopic sight was boughtsald. 

I 
--Thty 5),," be "M4 mg fmm a gun denier in Birmlng-t it also said intensive investl-more than $5.009 or |mp,|,,.-,,,,_.¢A ham on March J0. gatmn by the F.B.l. h:d_dls-gm; more Um" m yum or‘ Suspect Described 19°“ 

The announcement did nuti 
0

R directly link Gait to the rtt|¢i§f"|," ,°,,'L ':':":"",':,'l',-¢h,v,f{ '"'""""’ "°P°‘.'° ‘Y, found in Mom his or su that” ' 

-- MEMPm5- 59'“ '7 (""7" 
the 30'06 wasqhe weapoh thathmétu "mum be commend Tennessee authorities indicated ' 

~ 3 nu f'i. km", on mum “'"m°d Md .d'm3fl°“5" ‘Stu assalst 
8 
Gm 

3:"!-‘ d‘~‘5€'l|b'ld 
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5 I‘-‘fintny information about himisimuon of Dr King ' to eet ne es ta l.: - 4 ' “gt. _j _ 
‘ ' 

iweighing between I60 and i75'5:";"|du;b:h,“::£:::l pig‘? 
0(.| Th“ “Tm 2° m" |mm°d'.“c "mg, and |~m,|n --bm_<h.¢u|_~- '.° 7 ' ' 

t‘ "dd d ,conslderat|on, Memphis Hre go 
h | 

- J glue t _"_ i'¢'- U“: '""°“""'"°“ ' 9 "and Police Director Frank Hol- 

tt. Memp ll an , 

OF A announcement said. 
I 

Gait’: name was first pub- 
: The iurpeet lettuu Antteies_“¢'.Y I-"it-‘dwgth the Kins '91"- ._..___._~. _.. ix.“ D", '5 drove ‘O Mr” °‘,_.der on April .i, when an l-.B.l. 

. > ' mu 1.a'rt|a. Continued line I. Col. Iileainsnabnd claime'd he‘ conitiac-§a[‘:P::L':“Y;’ g,“:N'.nk¢_‘;r.n1, WM "M (mm ‘ mom!“ hwsfgit ¢ 6! I" "'8 ""1"! "'l;iater withdrawn. The bu ietin 
near the Lorraine Motel just af-‘O; l cl°mg;“'::m“fm' “com can be bum‘ '0' 

2:, fen» NEW ,6,-gum your On Apr|F.I2 the Mustang was 
ifouod in Atlanta. it apparently had taken a room in the house.‘ 

and the fatallshnt is believed to’d.y'|l“" ind fiflved in M31514-MP" PIYM4 ii"-"9 I'M‘ ;An ees on Dec. . The agency be '2 h H me mm,_ have been fired from a bath-maid. lawn“ w;;"'5“' sh“, “tn; mm “’i"d°“' um“ I The" W” "0 In‘-fluuofl why residents of the musing devei-‘ There was no explanation oil," I" 
r alias. -¢°'"P'"Y- ' 

noted um it matched the 

d be" ‘H much Wm‘ weiopment where it was found 
T003 Blfiflltflfll 50""! description of the car wanted 

Lo, A | 
‘in the murder ianta resembled one seen speed-i While NW1! in 08¢ 01- Th V r 

' 

of 0, U ma hi '“"Y "°'“ ‘M '”'”i"“|°"§g"1:, wok I cow" n I "MOI 
State: <'§§§='°:naer which "Gait artending and was [tradu is “cued fin“ _ 

ncy _‘ . npre 1 . The "nn°::n“mé"|€v.d:gh£2EYen, or intimidate any citizen 

ed that Gait "has cla|med.b°m_~ . 

have heen employed as a ____.- ' 

i 1- “r mu 

Th‘? F3-L "°'“5'-'4 "0 “Y ioman said in answer to a ques- 

taken at a nightclub. um 'uum,m_ . t 

Sketch Show-n Previously --~"- " 

The photographs were the 
first to be connected with the 
case. although F.B.l. agents 
have been showing a full-face 
sketch of a suspect to hun- 
dreda of persons all through 
the Souths 
There was nothinf in today’: 

statements to indcate what 
role the F.B.L thought‘ the al-
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i Alleges a Plot With Man‘-_ \ . 

_ 
,..5 _. . ., . §._ J , He Said Was a Brother to 

Violate Victim's Rights
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Hoover Places Suspect in? 

Memphisat TimcotKiliing§ ~ :»--= —-Two Photos Released 

‘Text of the.F3J. statemra: 
la printed on Pop 48. 
By EVERT CIARK 
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vo Gait, descritm as a 
year-old "loner." with oons;~£:J 
acy in the slaying of the Rem! Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Dr. King‘: nasasin has been- lought since the civil xighs; leader was killed by a rifle; 
bullet on the balcony of the! 
Lorraine Motel in Meznphis on‘ 
April 4.

f . The I-‘.81. staid Gait eon-__ 
aplred beginning about M...-~:h: 29 with a man "whom be a:~_" 
leged to be his b:oKher"' toi "injure, oppress, threaten tie? intimidate‘ Dr. King. The 4:004 apiracy continued until about! 
April 5, the agency said. .‘ 

Attorney General Ramseyi Clark announced that Gait was’ being sought as a tugitim on- 
the charge of having conspired! 
to violate Dr. King's'ci\'il righsd 
In violation of ‘fine I8, Sectic-::§ 
24!. of the United States C0ée.§ The nuutinium penalty out conviction under thisiaw is a3 
$5.000 tine and a 10-year; 
prison sentence. - 

Annouoaement by Hoover -. 

An announcement by J. £&~ gar Hoover, I-‘.81. director. 
ptaced Gait in Memphis at the 
time oi’ the killing and said 
he then ieit for Atlanta. - 

gation issued a fugitive war~i§,_ 
_j,) rant today charging Erie Stan 
ii

l 

..-.. 

ii! laid that Gait. ‘who has‘ mid the names of John \\'iiia.rd_ 
and Harvey Lowznyer in the, past.“ owned the white I913; Muslang automobile bearing; Alabama license plates mat; was found abandoned in‘- 
Atlantn one week alter the 
assassination.

f John Wiiiard was the name. 
given in Memplns by a man" 
Continued on P231246, Column 4;' 
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an said to be Erie'$tan'o 
it. The eyes were palat- ed in by an F.B.L artist. 
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. 

H Hr§_;f=:z3>_:_h" ‘_v.;:_ .__._:§ 

Q! 

N‘-/.,t.

, 

,.-.'.=.- 

-,=_~~\»%‘@‘~’E¢-t:¢-_.€a~..-,.,:_;.;.e. ~;
'

: ~ _.-‘
_ 

.;=;_ '¢_'.‘~'_.'L ‘f§.=f-5'» .- 
.

> 

:-' 
. .-..n~“.‘,-"- -_:<... .--.; 
-t 555:1: =-»- .- 
", :3: -‘ " 

~t 

.f:;;::?:“;
l 

"W "413; gr ta. 
._ gy Q» 

. 
~ 

.,=.";;
‘ 

' 
3 ’ 

V *' - ' ' 
W. 

' 

._.4 

. .. \- W.-_..»~ ~- ~ at =_ ’ 

:;»>.-..».~3;>~.;§=:§.'»Li§§7’.’j... *'_ ;. 1“ -»»' ‘_;~\1‘.'..w~‘L'-.'~"",.'.5-' '__ 
_ ~ _,. _,..a. -. . -J 

$1 1.2. rt
‘ 

New York Times 
18 April I968 

... ‘w, - 

\ ,1
3

1

= 

'z 

-.. 
."’

~

\

i

R

t

\ 
g-.-

\.



Accu 
B) Jl-|H\fl\Il 01.1-J.-\m' ‘Ur QIII 
The nnuon Rainy was being llmdvd uuh Pbolngraphsoltht mun at cusvd bv the FBI of con- <p|r.1rv m the assassin.-tlion of '1» Marun mum xi“; Jr. The FBI hmktils Ion; silcwe for King I Slayer bv hlmg I Micral civil rights 

nst the man called Enc Sumo ball late yesterday 
Issued on author- 
1L Ramsey Clark 
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"and an ind|- he nllcgui to be mtered inlo the or about March 
mphis. 'l‘cnn., lilcd rge against Gall. ly charged (‘on- use murder is not clbe. 

50¢ £0 death on the motel in Mvmphis by a single shot ntprr from the win- cu GALT. Page A-6 
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These are the I-‘Ill piclurrs of the man call Eric Slnrvu Gall. llis eyes were dosed In ll 
original phnin and an I-‘Bl artist -sketch in the open eyes. 
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Kins-S PQUIKI. "K FBI llld. - 

I-‘Bl Diners J_ E;!‘ga;;ltIoo:;’cr! The (FBI tn\'€‘st_.l;atl0& 

nr\i~crt\1 t.\-mantis " ;ini "‘tip_ n orma ion n a 
f[\1~r$ gm wt nn.th¢ I‘|1flh‘C|fllR\(\i to have boenacook ua - 

kniwm as Galinhopcsttiattho -\li.\<L\si;'pt river boats and I 6 

math will act be ableto hc!£jmcr\\hant u-anian. although rec- E 
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ate a tr-an ntvut whom miic mats ol maritime unions contain 

t.< kntwi1L M Ihwctruchknti-tno such name. Gait was also 
t_v and prcsatuhcreatiouts areisaid to be an a\_1d dancer and 
at-i_\~;u,~r3-. :h_ad taxi-n dancing lessons In 

“flak "3 blsflc sumlnaw _0rk-ans ut 1964 and 1965;’? 
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