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(AP)—James Earl Ray, charged 2
with murder in the assassina-
tion' of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., switched his attorney
tonight ‘and set the stage for

a continuance of his trial.

Shelby County Sheriff Wil-
Jjam N. Norris Jr. told .a late
night- news conference that
Ray had signed a letter of in-
tent to hire the noted criminal
attorney, Percy Foreman of -

Texas, to: represent him.

-«Mr. Foreman has told me
that it is his intention to ap-
pear before Judge W. Preston”
Battle Tuesday at 9:30-am. to
request ‘a- continuante in, the
trial of ‘the case pending
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PERCY FOREMAN
. - . new VRay counsel

against James Earl Ray,” Mor- -

ris said.

Foreman will .‘replace
Arthur J. Hanes of Birming-

-, g
;-the, visit “certain - decisions
were .made -and 'a letter was
written” to Hanes."

‘ham. He is expected to request| = «pp;s jetter was presented to

a 30-day continuance to famili-

.arize himself with the case.

. Hanes had wold the court
once earlier that serious diffi-
rculties -had arisen between
him and Ray over the condnct
cof the trial and that at some
.date he might have to with-

-draw as counsel.

Morris said Foreman, who
once represented Jack® Ruby
and was defense counsel in the
murder trial of heiress Candace
Mossler, came to the jail today
with two of Ray’s brothers,
gohnand JeFtF-Ra¥s i wearts: - o
| The’ sheriff ‘said the’ three!
asked ‘to:see f}ay&;and - during’
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|me For: reading by : Mr. ‘Fore-
man -and. it declared an intent
by James. Earl Ray to dispense
: _i>‘-—f.~_§fe_‘BA’X,‘43,.Col. 4
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.ence .Una.os.,.” Foremanj're.-
'plled, “I've tried more mur-
. der cases in’ a'year
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Mr! Hanes and his sb tand
“0f<an intention to obtain
new counsel ant a Tennes-
see lawyer,” Morvris’ spid,-
There was no immediate fn:"
dication of who this Tenngs-
-see attorney would be, - o
- Hanes told newsmen later
“that he would not object to
the motion Tuesday. There
was no indication when' any

Livingston .in~
Southedst Texas, Foreman
was one of a county sheriff's
eight children. S

been called *“flamboyant,”
a3 study in. contradictions”
and a “cad and a louse.”

King was shot to death -
:m«m April 4 while 5 Mem-
phis to support striking city ~Two law enforcement - of.’
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arrested in London June 8 . flters once beat up, Foreman

‘after he won a murder
Mmhww%_a?o% wwﬂmwhmmﬁﬂm ‘acquittal. A mionth earlier,
Memphis July 19, - - . Noo emx.»m officers had given
Ray has been held in a .Jim adiamond-studded watch
fail cell since then, undep after his successful defense,
constant  surveillance by without fee, of four police-
closed circuit television. and .«zmm, mnn‘:mmnﬂ:& EMWMQ.? '
two guards. A tight no-pub. s.nzm wSm cm ! mmw
licity order was invoked by know not wha &y 4o,

Battle, who is to preside at _ﬂ MMMMW% said of the beating
the trial. > . -
Foreman, 66, defended The colorful attorney has

been acquitted on charges of .
adultery, operating a policy
‘racket and using abusive
Ve . language. He has paid fines
ﬂwwm:m._ wwaw.mm Harvey .om ~ for letting weeds grow too
“You know .1 don't :Jp¢f-fhigh en his property, and he .
people tell me what to do g« R#ld’ «u& In parking tickets
a case,” Foreman told wucu&mw?ounm getting 105 dis
in a letter adyising himpe ,*Missed) - .
was withdrawing as defenge™ i .Foreman was once beaten .
attorney. RN T\ wby the widow of a man whose
Foreman, 8-fool-4 and $50, ;! accused slayer he freed. An-
bounds, successfully defepd. “.Other: fime, he was struck

Jack Ruby for four days fol-
lowing the assassination . of
President Kennedy and the

ed Mrs. Candace Mosgler ..“Mg;uv nurse of-a woman
and her nephew, ., Melylg sWhosed hughand he repre.
Powers, in a moﬁmzwﬁ (8ented! in 8" divorce action:,

~“In"puch’ cases,” what wag
nce love turns to ‘hate and

murder trial in Florida,,Re
puledly, his fees s.oaw
Mossler case Ss.mwmm@?.;
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g RAY, oo already gredt wealth;. giia
. - { . considerable; amount,: & "
$ilh the legal maqi*,u hot Y Oﬂmmm.vﬁwquwwwwsho_ din

nw__w.ﬁ.

3. Born In" a log cabin fear ~.ing

piney. woods’-’

' During his 41 years of ?
new trial date might be; gal practice, ¥oreman s -

case ‘i
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i “afternoon of
n«..__,_m_E._., hate themselvey ;-
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fm..w.o,. ..wm_«_.. hate the lawyer,”
Fore :

\an said, T
rlier,  the Los Angeles
s sef the frial stage:
.. The: courtroom,; equipped
with , 77 spectally installed
auditorim’ chairs—replac-
g the' old oak benches—is
almost -directly .below -the
suite of cells where Ray has
been confined dn tight secu-
rity, monitored by television-
sets and watched closely by
fussde -~ Br-way jalled here
July 18, ° _
Ray’s fingerprints, accord-
ing to FBI testimony in Lon-

--don at an extradition hear-

were found on a rifle,
telescopic lens and a'palir of
binoculars dropped by a
_white man near 8 flophouse

from ‘which the' shot EWME
. killed Dr. King was fired. 4

Tennessean report
fense will say Ray wa .,.N
promised $12,000 to $15,000:
“to lead police away from
the real killers and become
the lure in the greatest man.
hunt in history.” Co
The known cast of charac.:
ters in the courtroom drama
include: . ’

On Oct. 28, the Nashvil{g’®
ed the Q%W

from a- bathroomp window;
Stephens, now under
stant police guard, has sai
he'saw the left profile of t
man in the flophouse &«

&ESmm:<m~.w..85n.==w_,.s
James Earl Ray,. - = -

Ray: Born in Alton, 111,
eldest of nine children, es-
caped from the Missouri
State Penitemtiary on April
23, 1967, with a record that
Included burglary, ‘robbery,
forging U.S. postal money
orders and armed robbery,

Charles Q, Stephens: ‘A
disabled war veteran and

. flapbouse tenant wha was in .

the: room next tg the one oc- .
cupied several hours an the .
"April 4 by the
fired 3t Dr. King
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Trial De ay
“when.the trjal begins, wift
.be John and Jerry Ray,
brothers.of the defend.
ant, The Southern Christian;
Leadership Conference,
which Dr. King headed, Is
expected to send an ob-’
server but members of Dr.f
King’s. family probably will
not attend. T ey
- The trial, expected to last:

T 8

.

on- .

later identified it from muf:

man § g Birmingham spost-

g AN,
ing gopda-§{oipfifromiwham

b burchs ed-d 243 «S..:ﬁ @«k m%mm, probably will wm_.
-8 map purchaseds., d- WAL Wthe most tightly-
- chesjposifier: ag .kwwﬂ,p@:r.mww .@.m.:a " security-con-’

A « the history of U.s,
2oy 318 ugence, according to

found™ later<a | syyces here. Much of
house whete .it ha mod:fé&&&é::&:m has been
dropped. Donald Wood, the: renovated® not only with
store owner to-whom the giae] bars, electronic doors”
gun was ceturned, has identl-  anq stainless steel mesh on
fied Ray from police photos every window, but also with
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