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(AP)-James Earl Ray, charged 
‘with murder in the assassina- 
tion' of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., switched his attorney 
tonight"and set the stage for 
a continuance of his trial. - 

‘ Shelby County Sheriff Wil- 
-liam N. Norris Jr. told a late 
*-night news conference that 
Ray had signed a letter of in- 
tent to hire the noted criminal 
attorney, Percy Foreman of 
-Texas, tolrepresent him. V 

*“Mr. Foreman has "told me 
that it is his intention to ‘ap- 
pear before Judge W. Preston 
-Battle Tuesday at 9:30‘a.m.' to 
request "a- continuanée in_ the 
trial of ‘the case "pending 
against James Earl Ray,” 
ris said. _ 
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PER._CY --FOREMAN 
' '. -- . new Ray counsel 

- . q 
.- I _. 

l-the, visit “certain ‘_ decisions 
-weremade -andfa letter was 

Arthur J. Hanes of Birmmg iwrmen» tuna 
ham. He is expected to reque 
fa 30-day continuance tn fa 
.arize himself with the‘ case 

Mor 

Foreman will _ replace 

- Hanes had wld the cour 

St‘ 1 ' 
Res. -

_ 

This letter was presented to 
me ___‘I0r_.' reading -hy=Mr. Fore- 

- 

' 

t 
man =‘_and.- it declared an intent 

clfltnes had arisen between 
him and Ray over the condu t 

Iof the trial and that at some 
zdate he might have to with- 
draw as counsel. 

Morris said Foreman, who 
once represented Jack' Ruby 
and was defense counsel in the 
murder trial of heiress Candace 
-Mossler, came to the jail today 
with two _ 

of Ray's brothers, 

1+once earlier that serious _dif -

c 

--tafih 
B . 

if The’? the * thre 

by James ,Ea4rl‘Ray to dispense 
l 

"s_ee_1mx,—aa',._c¢1. 41.‘ 

isked;'to+,see -Ray .and@during'Y 
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