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" By DOUGLAS F. KNEELAND
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T JCESTRSON CITY. Mo, Al

" 22 = Prisoa officials and fn-

" Mmates at the stale penltentiary

hece are stil stunned that

. James Harl Ray, 2 convict who

T c ecaped a year ago, kas been

. accused of conspiting in the:
"~ slayirg of the Rev. Dr, Martin-

. Luther King Je.

. Last Wedne:dday the Federal'
* Burcau of Investization named
- Eric Starvo Galt, described as

T & 36-yearold “lonee,” a neat

", dresser and avid duncer, as o

: conspiratur in the sssassination

- Aptil 4 of Dr. King in Memphis,

. Tean.

" Newspapers with pictures’
and sketches of Galt circulated

" behind the gray walls of (hc,

L old penitentiary on the  Mis.

- Souri River, but no word of

= recognition wzs heard along

« e pison prapevine,

r On Friday, the F.BI said
Galt was Ray, 3 4U-year-ald
Labitual criminal who Cscaped
fram  the penitentiary  here

- Aprl 23, 1967, after having

. served seven vears of a 20.
year sentence for armed rob-

ty.

Warden Marald R. Swenson

. #4d in an intenvicow lasg niakt

- that the F.B.L had not notified
officials here hefore the an.
neuncement. Nur, he added, hagy
any representative of the agen-
¥ come to Jelferson City to
lock at Ray's record or inter.
View prisofices who knew him.

‘Duesn’t Shape Up’

“l was floored.” the white-
haired warden said. “This BUN's
penny-ante, It deesn't shape un,
does 12"

Thunbing through Rays® rec-
ords, noting that his work re-
Ports in food service here were
“pretty good,” Ar. Swenson,
who has been in prison work
neasly 30 years, moesty in the
Federal system, shook his head.
“ie's  innocuous.” he said.
“Pennyante.”

Nating that the plctures of
Galt had meant nothing to the
staff and that there had been
£ reaction {from the inmates,
the warden added: “if there's
anyone who'd talk, it's the pris-
O2res. Once 3 guy's gone they'il
k. N

An  aide strolled Into the
warden’s office and interrepted

“We've got 2000 prisoncrs
in here.™ he said, “and none of

’ ed. 1 guess 1 kasw him about

“well, I asvocieted with him

them recognized Nim ™

. Of¥icials and Otliers Who Knew Hint

e ———— .
Continuing with Rayv's li?c.l D
Mr. Snenson said that the pris. Just Coulda'y Bcllc\,.g

oner had recewed permiscie-d
for (e porsuns 1o vist Mn

two beethers, Jorry and John,
e mather, Mrs: Lucitle Ryun,

and Mis grandinnther, Ars, Mary

Maher, AU were listed at the
same  address, 1903 16 ku?
Street. St Louis. But the ward-
en sad the file did not show
whether acy of them had vis. '
{ted Ray.,

Aude from e<cape altemote
tn 1061 ond 1966 1de warden
$2id. Rav was not a trouble.
maker an prison. Hic file
showed only two minir dis-
ciplinary reports—aone for tryv.
ine to smuggte ciparcttes and
other contraband to a hacpital.
7¢d prisoner and another for
refusing to work. That fs a
hihly unusual record, Mr, Swen-
ron explained,

“He wasn't & big draler,” the
warden weat on. “We know
these penple. ive gat 125 pk-i
turee here—he wasn't In tiat!
Rroup. T was shacked. It dida't
make any scnse to me.”

N Prisaner Nervous

Anather prison officlal, who
asked not to be identificd, came
intn the warden’s second-floor
office,

“This would seert foreign to
the .nature of the man up to
Cais paint,” the officlal said.

Althouzh it i against his pol-
lov, Warden Swenson agreed
because of national interest i
the cawe, 1o allow an inter-
view with the prisoner who
had heea closest to Ray, who
was known a3 a clase-mouthed
loner without real friends or
enemics. A condition of the in-
terview was that the Inmate
would not be fdentified.

The prisencr, the work shirt
ol his faded green uniform apen
over 3 stained white Toshirt,
onlered the warden's office hes.

itantly. The other prisoners!:

were wondering, he explained
nervously, why he was being!
qQuestioned, .-

Secated at a tabie In front>
of the warden’s desk, dragzing ;-
deeply on a cigaretie, he slow-:
ly relaxed.

Shown a picture of Galt and
asked if that was his friend,
Ray, he shonk his head vigor-
oOusly, :

“No, sir, not this,” he Insist-

as weil as anybody. He was
here when I came here, i 1960,
I knew Aim from about 1962,

T2t up to 196 when he tried
b1 escape.™ )

. Sjmxg!(\i for words s ke,
red 1 capture Ray’s pesson.
ality, the p:xs.mef'.sm ¢4 §¢
talk: . 'L!'.'fg Lu %
“1 lust dent know how e

explain it he said. “He was
Just the type of guy whe tousk
a long time, well, if yoy didn't
know anybhdy he koew, well..,

“The picture WA Yo
tie on [the F.B.L rhoto of Galt],
=ubody thinke it's him. They
think it's 3 different Ruy alto-
eether, We think it's two differ-
ent peaple altogether,

"Now they  [the prisoncrs]
tay they're just trying to pin
it on him tevause he escaped
from hete. They think they've
£0L 10 lay it on somcbody, so
they're trying to lay it on him.

“I Jus* couldn’t belicve it my-
£elf, 3t the man did kill that
man, ft Fad to be for moncy,
The would be the onll .t thing.
He “§idn't seem tike the kind
ol guy who wuuld kitl anytody.
He was the type of guy, you
didn’t foo] Wﬂ}i him, but” he
didn’t fool with anybaody,

“He wasn’t the ¥ie of guy
10 tell you anything zbout him-
sclf.  He never actually  did
come out and tell you what'-
he did when he was outcide.:
Anaytime you'd get in a cone
versation with him It would he
abaut money. A dollar here and
a dallar there.

“He talked about moncy all
the time. Trying to figure a' .
*ay to make a dollar. Just lit-’

Ue things. Auybe he'd buyi

something for a little bit nnd’
sell It for a'little bit mare, If;
2 Puy awed him anything, ha'd’
bug him alt he time, He
didn't get into fishts with them,
but he'd hound them.™

. Ray did pat smeke, the pris.
oncr said, and “didn’t say any-
thing about girls ™ although Fe
I;kgrd (0 read “sex magazines,”
Neither, he added, did Ray,
show any interest in dancing’
or Western and country music,
Which the 1. K saud were,
laverltes of Galr,
I addition o - X magza.
2ines,” the prisaner addedd, Ray
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?ﬁad l;"_md secret  agent way or the other. Although Fout. He wanted out any. rqy’ Sotme questiomn s ey b
books. : think he did talX with th«u.‘,’ha could get ou(.; raised adout Meaper since The

did say some-i '

i Puzzling for & minute, thigk- Ray did have another tater-, *7 think he N

Ing. he went on: est. Body building. thing ence about getting in tb.ef'susmfl described by Some per~

‘1 think the President even| “He has a lot better build!maritime union,” " ke prisoner; 5073 ia Memphls was said to

liked that book—James Bond— than a lot of people think he'added, - jbe younger than 40. .’
The man known as Galt is! “I don't believe he'd

he liked James Bond.™ {President-has. He did a lot of physicali !
Kennedy was known as a read-jexercising, a lot of weight lift-'ssid to have identified himself 40, his priscner friend sid.]

ier of the late lan Fleming’s:ing and pull-ups and thirgs'at times 31 an uncrployed, ! don't believe he'd go for the!
$py novels.) like that” jmerchant seaman. {20's. either. Ud say somewhere!
As for politics, the prisoner; Did Ray ever talk about what}  Physically, Ray could fit some right around 30.~
sald: . |he would do when he got cut®idescriptions given of (he man;  Wandea Swenson agreed.
“He just didn't secm to be; “Actually, he never talked ‘scughit in the slaving of De.' But tiking issue with a
jinterested (n ft . | (much about ouiside nyway.":Ning. Recorda show him 1o be.other descaption of the maa;
,_ Negroes? - : jthe prisoner said. *He just adout 5 faet 11 tncnes tall, zalled Galy the jrisdner added::
. “He didi't didike them. Hejtalked about getting outside. weizhing between 160 and 70 He wasmt Wit vou'd callt
Jida's assachate with them CacEveryons talks about getting pounds. o 3 neat dresser fn”hice.” :
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row since they did male food.” .
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N
13 /2om¢ polnt glics his €se2pe 02
t0id au- [April 21, 1537, from the Missouri
Taeist and a:s::.to Poclicctiazy In Jofferson
City, . :
- Fe;y's Tar-ranging

3 mlca:ncd'hk 2 o‘:"&i“‘ﬁé‘i
by . (TN one of the major
waz-iququoau;irks {aclag fnv .
3 ha yeor from the cate
of ‘his’ escape yneit April ¢ whea
was aggt %o death in Mem-
, Tenn., Ray issald to have
Uracyed 10,050 mileg, o
-Ho pald moare than $2.000 for'a
Wilte Mustang, teok cxpensive
*ssons {a daacing studios and
ihasiending sehools and travelod
Suateat onifrom Bimn scaanm Lo New O
ols of Ray o5 a radistileurs, to C fereia, to Mexica,
W6 New Oriouns astia, ihen to
2o lAtianga, laally to Moem.
2, aveat,ialers say, :
sle has beea conrecied wit}
the csr ard £ tieved 4
od Uy Kisg's siaye
WOrints Lid is wante
1o 3 wurcant charg
iy in tie death o
woll s for boing a fug
the dlssauri priso

erved  part o ais
. T Arny h ¢k fivm eandy
e was piven 2 g
charge 'n late 13
adsptability 0 G7
Mrs. Ryaun
now <0, {

owa job dur
S his exeape
ave hancelu! tha
Culation of hi
Senras, plas the

d mogpcy of
s acnsion, wil
¢ to Kay. Trousancs of
¢ Leea reecived and all
Z Checsed out,

Ray is kaewn 1o have gone atf-
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