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Attorncy General Ramsey Clark announced tod:1y'UTa_t'_ 

‘ ' 

Eric S‘{>‘iX'\‘O Gait is being sought by the FBI as 2. fugitive on a Federal 
IQ -__>,L_ 

“\ 
' " " 

H 

it} 
“ R crcnd Dr. Martin Luther

‘ 
charge arising from the fatal shooting 0 1c ev 

' 
King, Jr.,_ in Memphis, Tennessee, on April 4, 1968. _ _ 

,. 

Director J. Edgar Hoover stated that a Federal ‘complaint _‘
' 

wifiéiui - ~ - 

. was filed by the FBI in Birmingham, Alabama, today charging G. 
re‘

' 

conspiring to violate the civil rights of Dr. King in violation of Title 18, __r" ___’- 
1 .- 

. _‘.':-'..Sectio_n 241, of :hejUnited States Code. 5 
' 

- 
~_._": i ;-" ' 
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. The FBI complaint charges that "On or about March 2,9,___-‘ _' s _
_ 

; “L ‘ 

I 

' 
- 

. , 

'1 
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»‘ 
. 1953, at Birmingham, Alabama, ...Eric Starve Galt and an individual '_ 

' 

_ 
ivhom he alleged to be his brother, entered into 9) conspiracy which 

continued until on or about April 5, 1968, to injure, oppress, threaten, 
" 

i the free exercise or enjoy-
7 

or intimidate Martin Luther hing, Jr., . . . n
_ 

mcnt of a right secured to him by the Constitution or laws of the United 

_ 
States; namely, the right to freely travel from stateto state. In

‘ 

' Eric Starve Gait did on or about March 30, V 

. . iurtherance of this conspiracy, , 

1968, purchase a rifle at Bil‘I11i.Xig118.m, A1aba:na...." ’ 
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According to Mr. Hoover, a 30.06 rifle equipped with 
A

' 

u 

' 

a telescopic sight was found near a rooming; house on South Main
_ 

. 

" 
_' 

Street inhiemphis immediately after the men shooting of Dr. King’
p 

‘ occurred. The rooming house overlooks the Lorraine Hotel and Motel 

'..‘whereDr.lun,"<'wasstaying; 
Y . ’_ \ 

.’ » It-Ir. Hoover said that FBI Agents determined that the 
V

’ 

30. 06 rifle had been purchased from a gun dealer in Birmingham, \ 

‘__ 

1 

‘ .Alaba-ma, on March 30, 1968. The telescopic sight also was - _.‘ 
I

‘ 

’. ‘._- 
. purchased from this dealer. ' __'-- ' 

j 

‘ 
_' 

J 
‘_ . 

" “ ‘ 
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The FBI Director said that Galt, tvho has used uié‘ 
TM D ‘ 

names of John Willard and Harvey Lowmyer in the past, is the owner 
__ 

Q-—’ 

._.~<;_- of a. 1966 white Z\IusY::=.ng bearing Alabama license plates which was 

. 
'1<>¢n§u abandoned in Atlanta, Georgia, on April 11, 1968. Investigation

‘ 

disclosed that Galt pursehasedvthis car from aprivate citizen in
_ 

l 

, 1967. The Mustang's odometer showed that
p 

r-r O9 (D Birmingham on Angus 

it had been driven more than 19, 000 miles between late August, 1967, 

and early April, 1968. ’

~ 

-2- _

s 

’
r 

'_,~



¢ 

~ 

.._.-_ 

.._.

i 

Jv 

-4 

. ‘L... 
.Q;1J . 

. '>\‘
.

I
0 0 . 

- u '0 
I. - 

1 3;.“ gig“ 

\~-2. 
\ v v u 

(2%? 
.\. 

._ ;
~ 

. ‘ ~
¢ 

\ \ _ 
” 0

\

\ 

O ' o _ 

1 ,1 , 
I .._ 

1 -‘, 
\ , '

- 

J ~» __\_._ 
_ \ ._,:.|_'.‘_‘ .

4
- 0

1 I 
~ ' ._ 0 

_' \.. 

M‘ Us - Accordirgto Mr. H00\02‘,.GI1.l{'5 travelsinthe ' 

A‘~.T-:‘~'.,1*.“'*1
, 

‘ ' ‘ .~_‘._ .'___-_< 

. 7. 
" 
‘Louisiana; Birmingham, 

I -- 
_ . ..- 

. 
‘ 

. _ ,__._.__'__v ;_:4l._§____ 

R _. ls-2ustn.n;.; included trips to LosAn;;eles, Cnliiornia; New Orleans, ’ 

___-..1;;-\'i=_§;i».'-’&:r‘_.‘~ 

_ _ , - 
" -~.-=;"~_\-.\--‘.‘=-_ 

s \ 0 

Alzlbama; and Mexico, as well as to 
O 

'
h 

~ .-I, \ 1 

‘ 
‘ ,1‘ ‘e ‘\ 

'_ 

O‘ Memphis, Tennessee, and Atlanta, Georgia. Galt was reported to . 
_‘.. 

' .--.-‘-'.\ “. 
.‘_; _ S1‘ ~_‘~\‘ ‘ 

d ~ 

' 

’ 

' 
Y have been in Memphis on April 3 and -1, 1968, and to have departe ' 

..'_ =. xf '_,~1j.' ‘ 

-I mm there forAt1anta. - » e 
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Intensive -investigation by the rm has disclosed em 
. ~ . 

~ “,'-‘_~“"-_"‘l'"-"I
4

v ' 1 Galt has claimed to haye 

> ~ -._=\"_ . _‘_:__,__ 

._ ;.- _. .-. ~ _. 
. . _,-_.-, _,. >__ _~\_ \_‘ 

_ . . \ -.~..-; .

~ been employed as a cook on Mississippi -. ,=._~;; , . 

_ 
_ :.~.. .;-;,= '.~,'.-'_~ ~ 

- ‘.".n -~13 . ~ . 
‘ _ "‘- J 

~ ' Q River vessels and as :1 merchant seamen. is said to be an avid 
.- 2-." -" ¢s

1
L A 

\‘ \ 
~ dancer and took dnncing lessons in New Orleans in 1964 and 1965; Z}; 

' 

. Birmingham during September and October, 1967; and in Long Beach,'§_='3;_.j':_1_'" " 

“ \ 

California, mm December, 1967, to February, 1968. " " 
-‘ 

- -v_|-.._ ~ 
~ . ~\ 
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‘ 
' 

l: 
- -Gait left Los Angeles on December 15 , _1967, and d.rov_e 

' either an engineering or 

his white Mustang to New Orleans, where he claimedhe contacted 

:1Hcon£rectLng firm. He left New Orleans on f-x 
"

_ 

' December 19th and arrived back in Los Angeles on December 21 , l987:.=';=1~
1 

i 

While inthe Los Angeles area. early this year, Galt <?_
_ 

~ 1963.
_ 

The fugiti 

4 
maiely 5 feet 8 -inches to 

. \ _
‘ 

i 

;___ _. and 175 pounds. ' 
ill <1» ,. m ll: 

_ --...-._..,__. ,__ _ 

.~',; 

» took a course nth school of bzxrtending and was graduated ‘on March 2 , . 

- 

~. 
', Y‘ I 

ve is described as a white male, He ‘ls lapproxi-. ii» ' 

5 feet, 11 inches tall and weighs be;\v_een 1_60. -. 

aid to be 2. nest dresser and his builvd.'vv-§'- 

_|~ . 
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, Gait has brown hair, which he wears in a "brush" cut. 
V 

ff: 

' 
' 

1 
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He reportedly has blue eyes; his nose is straight and narrow; his teeth ; A 
I 

. I 

I‘ '
- 

' 
- ~- 

. ‘e-;-» 
, 

T‘ 
"H" 

are straight ‘and "elerm; and he has given his date of birth as Ju1y_20, 1931; *.-;-’ 

l. V 

_ F 

_ The fugitive is said to havea nervous habit of occasio.-1a11y_."___-31A
_ 

1 

‘_ 
_ 

, 
pulling7_at in earlobe with his hande Hislleft ear proirudcs fzxrther fl‘_‘0_I_2.?.“_I’_i_:~':-'/: 

_ 

-5 
* his head than ms right ear. ' 

; . ;;§ -. ‘ \ ’~ ‘ 
-. 1\\'j-‘A 

_' ;.'_1f§.f_,.'.-_ ,‘ ' _-.- . According to Mr. Hoover, persons who have met Galt-; - " ""‘ - ' 

. - 

4 
.\‘ ' 

c -, 

' 

describe him as a. "loner" and state his language and diction have a . I’. 
4-'_":~',. , 

‘Y :1 ' ' 
‘ 

_ 

_ 

-_ ._:‘.."\.___QA‘_/Y 4 
’.. 

_ 
"rural" quality and suggest that he probably does not have a high degre_e__- “ '_-'v_§'If‘._ 

_ | 

T1 of education . He is‘ seid to drink alcoholic beverafles and has a'Pi'e£e‘T."n.c°.l.7»:'f‘ 4 . '- ~~‘- ’ 

. . .1
\ 

» \ , . 

I . .- ‘ \ . ' 

_ 
_— 

‘ 
‘=11 for vodka and beer. He ‘is 0. fan of western andeountry 'inus1e.,_ _' 

1I_ -f fr \ ;-_-§_~ "
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, éalt should be considered :u:med'and' dangerous. Any‘ L‘ 1 

i11forn1;xt_ion'_c_ohcefning-'_him should he fu_1.j_;1f;_shec1 immedizgtely _to _the' T 
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_1;:;.|;c.u‘<u' by two c.1ar;.L".c-Q .11 
:c\-....-:.-:;,~:-.r;-' i'ctIc.2—<.r.e :4 glo- 
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;az:_v\n:ng to i.1d:c;.:e ma: an IS 

._ w.":0 Z-,u2'.~:. su- 
..;_\' and In: z.::.<: an 1;-.1 Flem- 
;_: arc}: \';;;am? ‘ 

_ The :1:.:r.c bi the man Hkkld on
‘ ‘$1.: :'r;!i1\1:::1lon c:::d 0.’ the ' 

'\\-2~.i:c I\1\._.1;;.1;' c.1,'Zi:.2.cd to lhc ».'.. 
[s!a)'x.:,: is “Z-J:ic Slurvo Gall." ‘

. :'Z'2;.~ E~‘i;I has bcr;.1 ur.ab!¢ lo {ind “‘ 

Y \"A.__,-. 21:11 a per-..un exists. .+ 
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) Ia Avr. .’I.:r.d'z 1337 m'.'cl, "Ab 
lih Sh:'ug;;;c:.'," the leader of: -

I :.;;;,'_ .;:ir.vx§1y 0. p_cc_nlc du- 
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g.~\:|d in some sf Ian .'icm;r.,',x _' " 

.:r:.Ls Bead stories, lI'1cIc:;dm;1 
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crs are _r;nII'.E.~I;1::.<. l~u;\~au:r;.:5,= 
50;?-slylcd i:'.&¢iE-:c::mI> who arc; en] and mu:-z M d\:»'.;"u_\'c\|. Gail x 
‘c::a.:::c\~> :.1_\.-ta'c1_:::; .'.:ui;:h:ri-Q; 

.1-.1.~on. ;£;.< ;_u~;wZ Ls Lboli-I 
(:'.n of :1:-.-_i'1cm'.:vl."|x. an r-"id IQ’,

[ f;);'(5.;:; aid Cliu of wci..2 \\\~.=r':l:cj* 
ic,:i.<1;1iion. At ihv cud. :|.\ u':ail.f 
and his coho:':.\" Ii_\' {.|il|c:r1\L-‘ 
Xamis they sec .\'o\\' \'\-rk with-1| 
ing in its lust c0x:\'ul;~i-ms.

' I-Imst Siavro 121--lcld ls lhcf, \ 
much-less phii0SG;)hiC.1l \'a£lain', 
of "Tl:undcrb:.l1" and mo other! 
1-‘lcnzing novels. '

I 

If me mgn who nzurdcrcd 
King was kzfluczzccd by the t 

views of |.i:cfiClion.)lc!1:|r.:cl('I‘s,
_ or cvcn jun cnn:o::c-1' an a!i:u from a co:::l>in..u.1:1 of liu 

nzanics, an ir.vcs;:'_:;;|to: m!gh' 
d:'u\\' the conclusion :..:.; tE:¢ fu 
_-jilivc is :1 mamo1‘s<n1:.-vduca 
lion: ox" ::[f|:xi1)' for r¢;.Ji.".;:. Pu: suns \\'E;u claim :0 Z1.:\-c ;:\-cu :51- 
:¢l1.-pC'C!, before and nzkur I21 
.-\p:'il 4 assassination, <i\-.~c:'i!> 
1x.::: ;_s ncul;-' d:\:~\:}:\:\i an 
\n.-El-spoken. 
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.':c is ca ;1rofcssio:1;.! xiii.-r, :;.ihc zhun an ":4-':1.:Icur." Hui xkwlura
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details of ll-.c ::._\c say (her 
zs nu rvuson lo put azure cr:

. deuce zn one idea at the oil‘.-:1 ' 
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