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Attorney Genreral Ramsey Clark annscunced today’ﬂ"’ Z/ /
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" " Erlc Starvo Galt is belng sought by the FBI as a fuzitive on a Federal

" charge arising from the fatal shooting of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther

-

“ - King, Jr., in Memphis, Tennessce, on April 4, 1968,

'

Director J. Edgar Hoover stated that a Fccferal ‘com'pl':iint

was fxled by the FBI in Birmingham, Alabama, today chargmg Galf - wlth :

S con<mrm° to violate the civil rights of Dr. King in violatiOn of 'Title 18

. -Section 241 of the Umted States Code.
- -.-:-., s . The FBI complaint charges that ""Oa or about March 29

1968, at Bu'mmoham, Alabama, .,.Eric Starvo Galt and an indwxdual
whom he alleged to be his brother, - entered into a conspiracy which

continued tntil On or about April 5, 1968, to injure, oppress, threaten,
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or intimidate Martin Luther King, Jr.,...in the free exercise oxr enjoy-

ment of a right secured to him by the Constitution or laws of the United =~ = ! '
States; namely, the right to freely travel {from state to state. In - 1

furtherance of this conspiracy, Eric Starvo Galt did, cn or about March 30,

1968, purchase a rifle at Birmingham, Alabama...."
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According to Mr, Hoover, a 30,06 rifle equipped with

..
'

a telescopic siglit was found near a rooming house on South Main

R S

Street in'\ mp‘ns immediately aiter the fatal shooting of Dr. King

occurred. The rooming house overlooks the Lorraine Hotel and Motel

.. where Dr. King was staying.
S - Mr. Hoover said that FBI Agents determined that the v

30. 06 rifle had been purchased from a gun dealer in Blrmmabam, o

- Alabama, on March 39, 1968, The telescopic sight also was- .. -
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purchased from this dealer. ' Tl
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The FBI Director said that Galt, who has used the"
names of John Willard and Harvey Lowmyer in the past, is the owner

—---- of 2 1966 white Musiang bearing Alabama license plates which was

located abandoned in Atlanta, Georgia, on April 11, 1068, Investigation -

disclosed that Galt punchnsedvthis car from a private citizen in

Birmingham on August 30, 1967, The Mustanz's odometer showed that
it had been driven more than 19, 000 miles between late August, 1987,

and eariy April, 1958




According to Mr, Hoover, G:u s travels in the

E Mustang included trips to Los Angcles, 'C:xli:‘ofnia; New Ox I».ans,

g Lom&:ma, Birmingham, Ahbam’x, :md \Ig.\xco as well as to

\Iemnhis, 'I‘exmessee, and Atlanta Georcm. Galt was reported ‘to

have been {n Memphis on April 3 and 4, 19 88, and to have mp:xrtcd :

irom there for Atlanta. - - ' IR

- ..-' ' Intexxswe im'estwatmn by the FBI has disclosed th.»

Galt has claimed to haye been employed as a cook on Mississippl

River vessels and as a merchant seamar. He is said to be an avid

. dancer ard took dancmﬂr lessons 1n New Orleans in 1964 and 1963' :

. erm ingham during S;nt«.mbpr and October, 1957; a.‘d in Loag Beach

California, from December, 1967, to Febr’uary, 1968.

-Galt left Los Angeles on December 15, 1967, and drove

"his white Mustang to New Orleans, where he clmmed he comacted

either an engincering or a contracting firm, He left New Or Ieans on

- C _A " December 19th and arrived back in Los Angeles on Deceraber 21, 1967
Whil‘e inthe Los Angeles area early this year, Galt

took a course at'a school of bartend ding and was graduated on \Iaru‘x 2

1968.

The fugitive is described as a white male, He'ls approxi-. e

-

ely 5 feet 8- nc‘xes to 5 feet 11 inches t:ul ani w*i«‘xs bu\s een 160.

. and 175 pounds. Ha is s2id to be a neat dﬁ. and h:ss amedivm buxld




Ve [
(uw es .
. . v -

w»
.
»

Galt has brown hair, which ke wears in a “brush® cut, RN
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He r*uor.edly has blue cyes; his nose is strafght and rnarrow; his teeth

.., axe straight and °1° ; and he has given his date of bisth as July 20, 1931, -

The furmwe is said to have’ a nervous habit of occasionany

pullm« at an ear 1obe with his h:md His left ear pro.rudcs far Lher £rom

}us head than his riffht ear.

Accordm,, to Mr. Hoov‘,r, pcrsons who have met Galt B
' describe him asa "loner" and state his language and diction have a |
: -"rural” quality and suggest that he probably does not havc a high degree _
. of eaucatxon .. He is sald to drink alcoholic beverages ard has a prderence

» for vodka and beer, He 1s a fan of western and country music. _ .
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Galt should bo cmsxd;r;d armed and danfrerous. Any

—

' information concermno- him should he farnished immediately to the

;m— 3/4795"
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